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Christmas Unity Service 

SCIT employees and community mem- 
bers come together for worship . 



SCA Winter Program 

Saginaw Chippewa Academy students 
showcase their holiday spirit 



Elders Christmas Party 

Festivities at Andahwod bring out the 
holiday cheer in the community . 



Circle of Indigenous Arts 

Anishinabe artists showcase their 
skills at Zii biwing Center. 
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SCIT and Ziibiwing Center repatriate ancestors at Nibokaan Cemetery 


JOSEP H V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan 
and its Ziibiwing Center 
of Anishinabe Culture & 
Lifeways repatriated the 
ancestral human remains of 
one Native American from 
the Michigan State Police 
Lakeview Post #64, located in 
Gratiot County. 

On Dec. 2 1 , in marking their 
winter solstice celebration, the 
Nottawaseppi Huron Band of 
Potawatomi repatriated the 
ancestral human remains of 
three Native American indi- 
viduals from the Michigan 
State Police (MSP) Lakeview 
Post #64, located in Ionia 
County. Both Tribes signed the 
Transfer of Possession legal 
documents with officials from 
the MSP Lakeview Post #64 
Dec. 18,2014. 

The repatriation and 
reburial was executed in coop- 
eration with the Michigan 
Anishnaabek Cultural 

Preservation & Repatriation 
Alliance (MACPRA) and 
took place at the Nibokaan 
Cemetery in Mount Pleasant 
and Hummingbird Spirit Land 
in Athens, Mich., respectively. 

Ziibiwing Center Curator 
and MACPRA Chair William 


Johnson explains Michigan 
Tribes have been seen as national 
models of repatriation. 

“From my understand- 
ing, more people across the 
country are appealing to their 
Tribal Councils for designat- 
ing Tribal land just for intern- 
ment of ancestors,” Johnson 
said. “(Ziibiwing Director) 
Shannon Martin and I are in 
active discussion with the 
Tribal leaders of the Match- 
E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Band of 
Potawatomi of Gun Lake. As 
Tribal governments step up 
to this responsibility, more of 
our Tribal ancestors will find 
that eternal rest in perpetuity 
on their historical lands.” 

Ziibiwing has been work- 
ing diligently on behalf of 
SCIT, and in cooperation with 
the MACPRA, to bring home 
ancestors and their associ- 
ated funerary objects from the 
numerous museums, univer- 
sities and institutions across 
the country since the passage 
of the 1990 Native American 
Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA). 

NAGPRA requires muse- 
ums and federal agencies to 
inventory and identify Native 
American human remains and 
cultural items in their col- 
lections and to consult with 
federally-recognized Indian 
Tribes, and Native Hawaiian 


organizations regarding the 
return of these cultural mate- 
rials to descendants or Tribes 
and organizations. 

Johnson mentions 

NAGPRA, MACPRA and 
Ziibiwing all agree on encour- 
aging all tribes to have repa- 
triation cemeteries to allow 
those ancestors to come home 
in a good way, recognizing 
those ceremonies and our tra- 
ditions associated with doing 
this good work. 

Howard Kimewon from the 
University of Massachusetts- 
Amhurst attended the cer- 
emony and has worked for 
the University of Michigan 
throughout the last five 
years and is well-versed in 
the recent history regarding 
repatriation. 

“I can see the joy on peo- 
ple’s faces where they have 
the opportunity to bring the 
ancestors back where they 
belong,” Kimewon said. “It 
is also part of our tradition 
to honor our ancestors who 
are still in these museums or 
a part of an academic col- 
lection. I remember hearing 
there were ancestors being 
used for research and being 
curated, but when I saw we 
had over 1,300 remains at 
the University of Michigan, 
I was shocked and I knew 
there was something we 


could do to get these ances- 
tors home.” 

Interim Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer Sarah 
Hegyi said repatriation of 
Native American remains is 
not only an illustration of his- 
torical preservation, but cul- 
tural preservation as well. 

“I can say the repatria- 
tion and reburial of the 
Tribal ancestral remains 
retrieved from Ionia dem- 
onstrates both historical and 
cultural preservation,” Hegyi 
said. “Historical preserva- 
tion is observed when Native 
American remains are found 
because the ancestors are a 
link to our past. They gave 
us the traditions we practice 
even now. Cultural preserva- 
tion is expressed during repa- 
triation through the customs 
we observe in the reburial cer- 
emony. We believe these cus- 
toms will give the ancestors, 
who did not have a proper 
burial or perhaps their graves 
were disturbed, peace and rest 
in the spirit world at last.” 

On Oct. 14, 1971, human 
remains representing what 
was determined to be one adult 
male individual were removed 
from a gravel pit in the south- 
west quarter of Section #25, 
Bethany Township, Gratiot 

Repatriation I 4 


Assistant Secretary of Indian Affairs announces extension 
of comment period for Secretarial elections 


JOSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

In a Dec. 15 official com- 
munication from the U. S. 
Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA), Assistant Secretary 
of Indian Affairs Kevin K. 
Washburn announced the 
Department of the Interior has 
extended to Jan. 16, 2015, the 
public comment period for a 
proposed rule to update the 
regulations on the procedures 
by which Secretarial elections 
are handled. 

Washburn is an enrolled 
member of the Chickasaw 
Nation in Oklahoma and 
was confirmed by the United 
States Senate as the assistant 
Secretary - Indian Affairs for 


the U.S. Department of the 
Interior on Sept. 21, 2012, 
and was sworn into office by 
Secretary of the Interior Ken 
Salazar on Oct. 9, 2012. 

A Secretarial election is a 
federal election conducted by 
the Secretary of the Interior 
under a federal statute or Tribal 
governing document in accor- 
dance with 25 CFR Part 8 1 . 

The rule proposes to update 
BIA regulations at 25 CFR 
Part 81, which govern how 
the BIA conducts Secretarial 
elections for federally recog- 
nized Indian tribes, and 25 
CFR Part 82, which govern 
how their Tribal members 
can petition for a Secretarial 
election. 

The proposed rule would 
combine the two provisions 
into one Code of Federal 


Regulations part at 25 CFR 
Part 81, and make other 
updates to reflect changes in 
statutory law. The Department 
held three consultation ses- 
sions this year with Tribal 
leaders on the proposed rule, 
but is granting additional time 
for comments. 

The proposed rule is avail- 
able for viewing in its entirety 
via www.bia.gov website. 

The Assistant Secretary 
(Washburn) of Indian Affairs 
oversees the BIA, which is 
headed by a director who is 
responsible for managing day- 
to-day operations through 
four offices (Indian Services, 
Justice Services, Trust Services 
and Field Operations). These 
offices directly administer or 
fund Tribally-based infrastruc- 
ture, law enforcement, social 


services, Tribal governance, 
natural and energy resources, 
and trust management pro- 
grams for the nation’s federally- 
recognized American Indian 
and Alaska Native Tribes and 
villages through 12 regional 
offices and 81 agencies. 

The Office of Indian Services 
Division of Tribal Government 
Services administers the 25 
CFR Part 81 regulations. 

Although the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Council can 
adopt changes in existing 
Tribal Codes and Ordinances, 
any proposed changes to 
the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Constitution must be 
brought forward through 
the Secretarial election pro- 
cess as specified through the 
Department of the Interior and 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
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David Jacobs 

Oct. 18, 1941 - Dec. 8, 2014 

David Jacobs, 73, of Howell, Mich., passed away peacefully at his 
home while surrounded by his loving family on Monday, Dec. 8, 
2014. Bom in Bay City, Mich, on Oct. 18, 

1941, he was the son of Isabell Jacobs. 

A Howell resident since 1974, David 
was a 1960 graduate of Beal City High 
School. Following graduation, he joined 
the U.S. Army and proudly served for 
nine years until his honorable discharge in 
1 970. During his Army service, David took 
correspondence classes with the University 
of Maryland and earned a certificate in engineering. He worked for 
Perkins Engineering for 12 years and retired from Detroit Diesel in 
2000 following 13 years of service. David was a member and elder 
of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. 

Beloved husband of Sharon L. (Pobur) Jacobs whom he mar- 
ried in Detroit on Sept. 12, 1964. Loving father of Deborah (Tim) 
Colley of Brighton, Mich., Dawn (fiance, Daniel Marcoux) Jacobs 
of Howell, Daniel (Lara) Jacobs of Galesburg and Allan (Lisa) 
Jacobs of Williamston. Proud grandfather of 13 grandchildren, 
Chase (Nicole), Jacob, Chelsey (Barrett Walquist), Cade, Carter, 
Keaton, Maggie, Kennan, Evie, Lexie and Daylynne. Also survived 
by his sister, Sandra Morris of Texas; numerous nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his brother, Daniel Jacobs and 
sister, Betty Silva. Funeral tservices occurred Thursday, Dec. 1 1 at 
MacDonald’s Funeral Home in Howell, Mich. 


Higher Education Deadline: Feb. 15 

The following higher education items are due for Fall 
2014 the remaining balances (second installments) 
and Spring 2015 funding: 

• Fall 2014 grade reports 

• Spring/Winter 2015 class schedules 

• Original receipts for reimbursements 

(For students enrolled in 1-5 credit hours) 

- For Student Fees, Textbooks and Course Required Materials 

• Default balances must be paid in full for 
Spring/Winter 2015 funding 

- Contact Higher Education to Ask About Your Default Balance 

• New students must submit the following 
completed applications: 

- Higher Education Application 

- Michigan Indian Tuition Waiver (Michigan Residents) 

- Copy of Tribal I.D. / State I.D. 

- Degree Audit / Program Plan 

(Outline of courses required to fulfill degree) 

- Accreditation Information (Trade/Vocational/Online Students) 

- High School Transcripts 

(For students interested in Youth Leadership Program only) 

Higher Education Packets can be found outside of 
the Youth LEAD Main Office 

For Additional Information Contact: 

Rosanna Romero with Youth LEAD Higher Education 
Phone: 989-775-4505 or Email: RoRomero@sagchip.org 


Check out the 

Tribal Observer 

ONLINE 


www.sagchip.org/tribalobserver 



Saginaw Chippewa 

Conservation Committee 

2015 Regular Meeting Schedule 

Jan. 15 

• 12 p.m. 

• Planning Dept 

Jan. 29 

• 12 p.m. 

• Planning Dept 

Feb. 12 

• 12 p.m. 

• Saganing Tribal Center 

Feb. 26 

• 12 p.m. 

• Planning Dept 

Mar. 12 

• 12 p.m. 

• Planning Dept 

Mar. 26 

• 12 p.m. 

• Planning Dept 

April 9 

• 12 p.m. 

• Saganing Tribal Center 

April 30 

• 12 p.m. 

• Planning Dept 

May 14 

• 12 p.m. 

• Planning Dept 

May 28 

• 12 p.m. 

• Planning Dept 

June 11 

• 12 p.m. 

• Planning Dept 

June 25 

• 12 p.m. 

• Planning Dept 

* All times and locations subject to change by committee 


Linda Jean Jackson 

Nov. 22, 1947 - Dec. 12, 2014 

Jackson, Linda Jean; age 67; of Mount Pleasant; passed away 
Friday, Dec. 12, 2014; at McLaren Central Michigan. Funeral 
Services for Linda were held on Monday, 

Dec. 15, 2014 at Clark Family Funeral 
Chapel with Rev. Owen White-Pigeon 
officiating. Interment followed at the 
Woodland Cemetery. 

Linda was bom on Nov. 22, 1947, in 
Mount Pleasant, the daughter of Benedict 
A. and Mary Jean (Jackson) Quigno. She 
married Stuart Jackson on Dec. 11, 1965. 

Linda worked for Hitachi on the magnet assembly line for more 
than 29 years. She was a member of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe and the Chippewa Indian Methodist Church. Linda was a 
faithful reader of the Bible. She enjoyed shopping on HSN (the 
Home Shopping Network) and collecting things. 

Linda is survived by her husband, Stuart Jackson of 
Mount Pleasant; her children Christian Jackson I and Brent 
(Kathy) Jackson, both of Mount Pleasant; six grandchildren; 
seven great grandchildren; brothers, John Quigno, Richard 
Quigno, and Brian Quigno, all of Mount Pleasant; and sis- 
ters, Mary Lynne Chippeway of Mount Pleasant and Janice 
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Rose Marie Anderson 

Oct. 19, 1931 - Dec. 16, 2014 

Rose Marie Anderson, 83, of Mount Pleasant, Mich., formerly of 
Laingsburg passed away Tuesday, Dec. 16, 2014 at Tendercare of 
Mount Pleasant. Funeral Services were held 
Saturday, Dec. 20 at Watkins Brothers 
Funeral Homes of Laingsburg with Rev. 

Fr. Duaine H. Pamment officiating. 

Burial followed at Mt. Olivet Cemetery. 

Rose was bom Oct. 19, 1931 in 
Rosebush, Mich., daughter of Eugene 
and Lillian (Williams) Dutton. On Sept. 1, 

1962 she was married to John Anderson. He 
preceded her in death on Dec. 7, 1995. Rose was a member of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribe of Michigan. She enjoyed sewing, cro- 
cheting, knitting and making quilts. 

Rose is survived by her children, Eric (Sheryl) Anderson and Joe 
(Christine) Anderson; grandchildren, Katie McPhail, Robert Carr, 
Ryan Carr, Eric Carr, Libby White and Ian White; nine great grand- 
children; and brother, Wayne (Kathy) Dutton. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, John; brothers, 
Elmer, Arnold, and Ray; and sisters, Donna and Sarah. 





Indian Child Welfare Committee Vacancy 


The Indian Child Welfare Committee (ICWC) 
has been established to provide community input 
on the welfare of children of the Tribe. They make 
recommendations to the Tribal Court regarding 
termination of parental rights, guardianships, 
and/or adoptions, and the appropriate disposition 
of any minor in need of care. The ICWC also 
license foster homes and child care centers. The 
ICWC meets twice a month with special and/or 
emergency meetings occurring on occasion. 

There is currently one vacancy ICWC Board. 


Letters of interest must be submitted to 
Anishnaabeg Child & Family Services by Feb. 
1, 2015. Please include your contact information 
and a brief statement about why you would like 
to be on the ICWC in your letter. 

Please feel free to contact Felicia Bross 
at 989-775-4906 for more information. 

Send letter of interest to: 

Anishnaabeg Child & Family Services 

7070 E Broadway Rd, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
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Community, 


Local leaders speak on two percent grants 

(Editor s note: The following contains continued quotes from local leaders speaking on behalf of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe's two percent grants distributed on Nov. 20.) 


Lt. Andy Latham, Mount Pleasant City police officer 

“The two percent funding given to the Youth and Community Services Unit by the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe means the unit will continue to operate and carry out their day-to-day activities. More impor- 
tantly, it will allow for more coverage in the schools to act as a deterrent to crime, as an additional resource 
for school administrators and allow them the opportunity to engage our youth in positive ways. Further, it 
would allow the unit to conduct programs and presentations for kids and staff alike. Members of the Youth 
and Community Services would like to thank the Tribe for granting our two percent request.” 


Claire Bunker, Shepherd Public Schools superintendent 

“This morning, I was honored to accept this generous gift on behalf of Shepherd schools. 
Through the generosity of a two percent grant, Shepherd Public Schools were able to 
bring in Dave Opalewski, the president of Grief Recovery, Inc. Dave will be talking to 
students, staff and the community about a very difficult but extremely important topic. . . 
suicide and suicide prevention. I wish we didn’t need to write this grant. I wish Tribal 
Council didn’t need to approve it. Maybe we will never know that bringing in this 
speaker made a difference. But, if one child is saved, if one family is spared the heart- 
ache of this tragedy then it is worth it.” 



Jason Wolf, Beal City Carl D. Mayes Elementary principal 

“On behalf of the staff and students of Beal City Public School, as well as the Beal City 
parents and community, I would like to thank the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe and the 
Tribal Council for funding our elementary playground project. The money that we received 
will replace playground equipment that is over 50 years old, and add additional equipment 
to our playground. Along with equipment, this project will replace the playground ground 
cover. In all, this will provide needed updating and bring up to safety and accessibility code 
our entire playground. This project will not only benefit our current students, but will be 
used and enjoyed by generations of Beal City Elementary students.” 




Congratulations newly-elected 2014-2015 Youth Council 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Congratulations to the newly-elected Saginaw Chippewa Youth Council. Each member was sworn- 
in by Chief Steven Pego on Tuesday, Dec. 16 in the Tribal Operations Seniors Room. Front Row: 
Kenson Taylor (Social Director) and Jasmyne Jackson (Vice President). Second Row: Kobun 
Neyome, Maggie Jackson, Elissa Schlegel and Katheryn Pierce. Third Row: Milan Quigno-Grundahl 
(President), Joseph Wemigwans (Treasurer), Keeshta Wemigwans (Secretary) and Velentin Romero. 



Happy Anniversary t 

Fred and Denise Cantu 



* In the Tribal Observer 


Email to: Observer@sagchip.org 

Deadline: Jan. 16, 2015 - $10 each 


ATTENTION 

Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 

Veteran & Warrior Society Members 

Now Recruiting New Members 


Meetings Will be Held 

The 1 st Tuesday of the Month in Seniors Room 
Time: 6 p.m. I For More Information: 775-4175 




Tribal 


Communit 
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^*/\Tribal Council 


Chief 


Steven Pego, District 1 

Sub-Chief 

Lorna Kahgegab Call, District 1 

Treasurer 

Shelly Bailey, District 1 

Secretary 

Sandy Sprague, District 1 

Sergeant At-Arms 

Ron Nelson, District 2 

Tribal Chaplain 

Jennifer Wassegijig, District 1 

Council Member 

Delmar Jackson Sr., District 1 

Council Member 

Lindy Hunt, District 1 

Council Member 

Julius Peters, District 1 

Council Member 

Chip Neyome, District 1 

Council Member 

Tim J. Davis, District 1 

Council Member 

Michele Stanley, District 3 


Seven Grandfather Teachin 


— Wisdom 

To live with wisdom is to acquire and use 
experiences as guides for making equitable and 
mature decisions. 

— Love 

To live our lives with love is to understand our 
capacity to realize, empathize, and nurture the 
needs of others. 

owin ~ Respect 

To live with respect is to give mutual 
consideration for shared and differing ideas as 
well as for the world around us. 

~ Bravery 

To be brave and have courage is to recognize our 
moral and mental strength and to do what is 
appropriate. 

uwekwadiziwin ~ Honesty 

To be honest is to recognize that we have the 
ability to live our lives with honor and integrity. 

Dibaadendiziwin ~ Humility 

To live with humility is to recognize that we are 
all equal, we all make mistakes, we all like to 
have our success rewarded and to put others 
before ourselves. 

~ Truth 

To live in truth is to recognize the difference 
between right and wrong and to be faithful to 
ourselves as well as the world around us even 
when the right way is not the easiest way. 



Repatriation continued from front page 


County, Mich. MSP took possession of the remains, 
complaint number 14-1865-71, and transferred 
them to the Michigan State University Anthropology 
Department for analysis. 

MSU determined the remains belonged to one 
adult Native American male. The human remains 
were returned to MSP #64 in June 2013. No known 
individuals were identified. No associated funeral 
objects were present. 

On Oct. 21, 1981, human remains representing, at 
minimum, three adult individuals were removed from 


a residence in the Village of Lyons, Ionia County, 
Mich. The homeowner discovered the human remains 
while digging a foundation for a house. MSP was 
called to investigate, complaint number 13-3138-81, 
and took possession of the remains and transferred 
them to MSU for analysis. 

MSU determined the remains belonged to at least 
three different adult Native Americans. The human 
remains were returned to MSP #64 in June 2013. No 
known individuals were identified. No associated 
funeral objects were present. 


E. coli problem in Chippewa River: How you can help 


CAREY P AUQUET TE 

Water Quality Specialist 

Have you heard about the E. coli problem in the Chippewa 
River? Were you nervous to go tubing or canoeing this 
summer because of it? Many people have called asking 
questions about the safety of our local rivers, lakes, and 
swimming holes because of the high bacteria levels. Now 
that we know the problem, we need your help to fix it. 

Did you know our waste water and septic tanks can 
have a large impact on the rivers, lakes and streams? 
Septic tanks can get damaged in a number of ways. 

Cracked lids, tree roots, and full tanks will allow 
material inside the tank to leak into the land and 
water nearby. The material is loaded with bacteria 
including E. coli. The human waste will be picked 
up by storm water and snow melt, which runs off to 
the nearest surface water. 


According to the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), septic tanks should be 
pumped and inspected every one to three years. 

Tribal members are encouraged to sign up for a 
free program to have your septic tank inspected and 
pumped. This program is brought to you through a 
collaborative program by Indian Health Services, the 
Central Michigan District Health Department, and 
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. 

The program is voluntary. To qualify, you must be 
a Tribal member. The septic tank must be at your pri- 
mary residence and located within Arenac, Midland, 
Clare or Isabella County. Space for this program is 
limited so call to sign up soon. 

If you have questions or would like to sign up for 
the Private Onsite Wastewater Treatment System 
Program, POWTS, please call 989-775-4014 , email 
cpauquette@sagchip.org or stop in to the Tribal 
Planning Department. 


January is Stalking Awareness Month 


BROOKE HUBE R 

SART Lead 

As many as one in four women and one in 13 men 
have experienced stalking victimization at some 
point during their lifetime. Most often the stalker is 
someone the victim knows — an acquaintance, a rela- 
tive or a current or former intimate partner. 

Stalking is generally defined as a pattern of behav- 
ior directed at a specific person that would cause a 
reasonable person to feel fear (U.S. Department 
of Justice). It typically involves repeated visual or 
physical proximity, nonconsensual communication 
and threats. Stalking is a crime under the laws of all 
50 states, the District of Columbia, the U.S. territo- 
ries, and the federal government. 

Stalking is a dangerous crime that affects an esti- 
mated 6.6 million women and men each year. 

Native Americans are victims of stalking more 
often than any other race; an estimated 24.5 percent 
of American Indian/Alaska Native women experi- 
enced stalking during their lifetimes. 


Stalking behavior should always be taken seri- 
ously. Steps must be taken to protect stalking vic- 
tims from incidents of future harassment and ulti- 
mate danger in the event the stalker is prepared 
to take their behavior to the next level and inflict 
injury on the victim. 

Examples of stalking include: 

• Repeated unwanted contact (phone calls, text mes- 
sages, emails, letters, showing up unexpectedly, etc.) 

• Following the individual 

• Making threats to the individual or her/his family 

• Any other behavior used to contact, harass, track or 
threaten the individual 

If you or someone you love is a victim of stalking 
and you would like to seek help or learn more, please 
call Nami Migizi Nangwiihgan (NMN) at 989-775- 
4400. NMN offers counseling, case management, 
transportation, advocacy, support group and more. 
Staff is available to assist you 24/7. All services are 
confidential and free of charge. 


Tribal Observer 

Boozhu! The Tribal Observer, a monthly newspaper, is published on the first of each month. 

To change your mailing address or contact Tribal Observer staff, please call 989-775-4010. 
Community advertisements will not be accepted over the phone. 

Submissions from the Tribal community 
are encouraged and can be sent to: 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
c/o Tribal Observer 
7070 E. Broadway R. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

You may also e-mail us at observer@sagchip.org. 

Subscription rates are $30 per year for non-Tribal members and $15 for Tribal Members 49 years and younger. 
Tribal Elders continue to receive complimentary mailed copy but are still required to fill out a subscription form. 

Story ideas, articles and photographs from the community are always welcome. The Tribal Observer reserves the 
right to edit and/or refuse any submissions or advertisements for publication. The Tribal Observer is published 
by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan and is subject to an editorial review process. 

The views expressed within the Tribal Observer do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tribal Observer, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe, the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council, The Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort or its employees 
or any other enterprise of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. The Tribal Observer works to uphold the highest 
integrity in news reporting and supports the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968. 



Tribal Observer Advertising 

If you would like to advertise your business, please contact the Tribal Observer at 
989-775-4010 for more information. 

Announcements - Including birthday, wedding, engagement, congratulations, etc., costs $10 and is open to 
Tribal members, community members and employees. Double-sized announcements are $20. 

Political ads - All political ads will be 1/4 page and have a red border stating as such. The cost is $500. Political 
ads may include, but are not limited to: any opinion or advertisement that is political in nature, and/or any Letter 
to the Editor that does not conform to guidelines. 


Tribal Observer Subscription Form 


Name: Tribal Observer 

A ,, Contact Information: 

Address: 

989-775-4010 

City: State: Zip code: Observer@Sagchip.org 


Please check one: 

□ Tribal Member Elder 50+ (I want my complimentary copy) 

□ Tribal Member 49 or younger (I have enclosed the $15 per year) 

□ Non-Tribal Member (I have enclosed the $30 per year) 


Please mail form to: 

Tribal Observer 
Attn: Subscriptions 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
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Public Works department streamlines essential services for Tribal infrastructure 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


SCIT Director of Utilities Barry Skutt Jr. (left) partici- 
pates in a safety inspection of a snowplow truck as 
Public Works Supervisor Tim Walraven goes through 
his maintenance checklist. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

As the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe continues to grow 
larger than many municipali- 
ties in central Michigan, it made 
perfect sense to develop a new 
Public Works Department that 
will streamline essential services 
for the Tribal infrastructure. 

SCIT Director of Utilities 
Barry Skutt Jr. visualizes 
an umbrella of services that 
encompasses grounds main- 
tenance of Tribal Operations, 
Water Treatment Plant, 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, 
Nimkee Memorial Wellness 
Center, Public Safety, 
Motor Pool, Distribution 
Center, Seventh Generation, 
Sasiwaans Immersion School, 
Saginaw Chippewa Academy, 
Andahwod and Elder Care 
Services, Behavioral Health 
and the Mount Pleasant Indian 
Industrial Boarding School 
property in Mount Pleasant. 


“In addition to those areas, 
we are responsible for snow 
removal at the Reservation 
subdivisions and seven miles 
of Bureau of Indian Affairs 
designated roadways,” Skutt 
said. “Along with taking care 
of 15 properties related to the 
Tribe and 80 acres of MIIBS 
property, we remain committed 
to a consolidated and uniform 


maintenance plan that will make 
our community proud.” 

Skutt welcomes new Public 
Works Supervisor Tim Walraven 
who started his position on Dec. 
1 at his Saginaw Chippewa 
Campground office (989-772- 
2285). His job responsibilities 
will include managing person- 
nel on maintenance projects and 
maintaining campground inven- 
tory and equipment. 

“We have over 278 acres 
(including campground and other 
properties) on the Reservation 
that will require snow removal, 
lawn care and landscaping,” 
Walraven said. “We will also be 
reviewing the infrastructure of 
the campground and have plans 
of working with the Information 


Technology Department to bring 
Wi-Fi to the area. It will allow 
the Tribe to market the camp- 
ground and will serve as an asset 
to special events like the annual 
Saginaw Chippewa Powwow.” 

Walraven also mentions as 
Public Works supervisor, he 
wants to “get the job done in a 
timely manner while making the 
public safety of the community 
and his workers a top priority.” 

SCIT Tribal Administrator 
Dustin Davis said the theory 
behind the newly-developed 
Public Works department was 
created and presented by Skutt 
with the targeted implementation 
in fiscal year 2015. The reorgani- 
zation includes the consolidation 
of the current Tribal Operations 
Maintenance Department 

and the Saginaw Chippewa 
Campground operations. 

Forming the newly developed 
structure which includes Public 
Works is intended to streamline 
essential services and increase 
performance productivity. 

“The creation of the new 
Public Works department will 
expand the direct oversight 
of the Campground, improve 
road maintenance repairs, 
maintain landscape services, 
snowplowing of SCIT parking 
areas along with seven miles of 
tribally-controlled roads, and 
beautification of SCIT govern- 
ment buildings,” Davis said. 


“Another positive outcome of 
the new department was the 
addition and creation of new 
jobs. The Public Works depart- 
ment is currently in the begin- 
ning stages of development. 
As the Tribe continues to move 
forward streamlining essen- 
tial services, this department 
will adapt to the demand and 
needs of the Tribal Community. 
Department staff will plan, 
maintain, and operate public 
infrastructure in a manner that 
is safe, respects the culture, 
environment, and the ability 
of SCIT government to effec- 
tively preserve its assets for 
future generations.” 

SCIT Assistant Tribal 
Administrator Ruben Mosqueda 
mentions within Tribal 
Operations, the organization 
chart is constantly updated to 
reflect the changes made for 
each fiscal year. 

“There are roughly 160 
departments and programs 
that come into the oversight of 
Tribal Operations and many of 
these are programs that admin- 
ister grants that assist the Tribe 
in many essential services,” 
Mosqueda said. “Our admin- 
istrative goal centers on how 
we can be fiscally responsible 
and deliver services in the 
most efficient way and to avoid 
duplication of services within 
departments when possible.” 


Dodge uall 

Tournament 



Observer photos by Natalie Shattuck 


Ever wanted to throw a ball at someone and get away with 
it? Participants were allowed to do just that on Monday, 
Nov. 10 at 5:30 p.m. in the Eagles Nest Tribal Gym for the 
Dodge Ball Tournament, for ages 14 and older. 

Six-person teams were up for competition with only a 
three-minute time limit per game. 

Team Tribal Court (Aaron Graveratte, Brian Wagner, 
Joseph Hudson, Robert Pego Sr. and Stephanie Peters) 
took the first place trophy with the help from Misheka 
Vasquez, and a male group of Tribal youth went home 
with second place medals. 
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Henry and Woodland Cemeteries 


JOSEPH V. SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

On Aug. 11-14, 2014 the 
“Casual for a Cause” jean week 
for SCIT Tribal Operations 
employees took place with 
proceeds being used to benefit 
the “Wreaths Across America” 
veterans program. 

On an unseasonably overcast 
and warm Dec. 13, community 
and family members gathered 
with the Rosebush American 
Legion Post 383 to see that com- 
mitment made several months 
ago come to fruition. 

SCIT Public Relations 
Administrative Assistant II 
Erik Rodriguez took the lead 
on behalf of the Tribe and coor- 
dinated the program with assis- 
tance from Isabella Township. 

“I would like to offer Mr. 
Hoover and Mr. Ervin an 
extra special Chi Miigwetch 
for reaching out and inviting 
the Tribe to be a part of the 
Wreath’s Across America cer- 
emonies,” Rodriguez said. “I 
feel honored to work for my 
Tribe as they remain dedicated 
to giving back and supporting 
the local communities. The 
turnout from the Isabella and 
Rosebush Township residents 
was outstanding, and it makes 
it feel very rewarding knowing 
that our donations help ensure 
the stability of the Wreaths 
Across America program.” 

Terry Ervin, 65 year resident 
of the area, came to join his 
fellow Marine Paul Hoover in 
remembrance of the veterans. 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


American Legion Color Guard stand at attention after 
delivering a 21 -gun salute as the ceremony concludes 
with the playing of “Taps.” 


“Paul got me started on this 
and I thought it was a great 
idea to be able to do this for 
the vets,” Ervin said. “In this 
area, they will always be 
remembered by someone plac- 
ing a wreath on their grave 
even if their families are gone. 
A day like this just makes me 
feel good. There’s not a better 
sense of community than what 
we see in Rosebush and we 
come together in times of trag- 
edies and disasters by pitching 
in and hanging together... I’m 
proud to be a part of it.” 

Ervin knows there are many 
that come to the Tribe for sup- 
port and he thanked Tribal 
Council for the three consecu- 
tive years the Tribe has assisted 
“Wreaths Across America.” 

“I am very proud that the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe does this for us and 
they have treated us very 
well over the years,” Ervin 
said. “They are a great 


asset to the community and 
Isabella Township.” 

U.S. Marine Corps Veteran 
and Rosebush American 
Legion Post 383 member Paul 
Hoover felt honored by the 
wonderful showing and looked 
at the opportunity to educate 
the principles of freedom to 
the young people. 

“It’s great to see the fami- 
lies come out on a Saturday 
morning and remember these 
fallen vets and (our Post) 
look forward to provid- 
ing this service to Isabella 
Township every year,” Hoover 
said. “Terry Ervin and I are 
the sextons that take care of 
Woodland Cemetery and the 
improvement we have made 
here wouldn’t have been pos- 
sible without the Tribe and 
a lot of people don’t realize 
that they help our Isabella 
Township taxpayers in this 
way. We have received a lot 
of letters and praise where 
people take pride in how our 
cemetery looks now and this 
wreaths program makes it just 
that more special.” 

A full complement of 
Rosebush American Legion 
Post 383 veterans provided 
a military 21 -gun salute fol- 
lowed by the ceremonial 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Public Relations Administrative Assistant II Erik Rodriguez 
(far left) shares the process on how Tribal Operations employ- 
ees raised funds to American Legion Post 383 Veteran Paul 
Hoover (far right) as community volunteers look on. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

“Wreaths Across America” honors 
veterans who have served in all 
branches of the military as evi- 
denced by this creation at Woodland 
Cemetery in Isabella Township. 


honor of “taps” for 
the past and pres- 
ent warrior who 
came out in force. 

Saturday, Dec. 

13, 2014 was des- 
ignated National 
“Wreaths Across 
America” Cemetery 
Day at Woodland 
Cemetery, located 
on Crawford Road 
between Rosebush 
and Weidman 

Roads in Isabella 
Township and St. 

Henry’s Cemetery 
in Rosebush, Mich, 
located on Old 
Mission Road near Vernon Road. 

The “Wreaths Across 
America” mission is to 
“Remember, Honor and Teach” 
and is carried out in part by 
coordinating wreath laying cer- 
emonies a specified Saturday 
in December at the Arlington 
National Cemetery in Virginia, as 
well as veterans’ cemeteries and 
other locations in all 50 states, 
ceremonies at sea and 24 national 
cemeteries on foreign soil. 

As Hoover informs, the 
“Wreaths” program is commit- 
ted to teaching younger gen- 
erations about the value of their 


freedoms, and the importance of 
honoring those who sacrificed so 
much to protect those freedoms. 
The organization offers learning 
tools, interactive media proj- 
ects, and opportunities for youth 
groups to participate in events 
across the world. 

“Wreaths Across America” 
also works to create oppor- 
tunities to connect “the 
Greatest Generation” with the 
“Generation of Hope” with 
the belief that the inspirational 
stories of our World War II 
Veterans must be passed on to 
the leaders of the future. 


SCIT Planning Department Tree Planting Program 

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe’s Planning Department is excited to announce a tree planting 
program. We are looking for interested community members to help us re-establish forest areas 
along rivers, lakes, ponds, or any other water. Trees and shrubs help to stabilize soils along stream 
banks and shorelines, provide shade for fish and other organisms living in the water, and work as 
purifications systems for our environment. We have ordered several varieties of small, bare root 
trees from the Conservation District to plant this Spring. The trees typically arrive in late April. The 
trees vary in size from small seedlings to approximately five feet tall. 


In order to be eligible for the program, community members must meet 
the following requirements: 

• Ownership of the land (near water) where trees will be planted. 

• Be willing to nurture and protect trees (regular watering, protection from mowing). 

• Trees must be planted on Tribal property or within the Tribal Boundary. 

Please answer the following questions to the best of your ability. We will be working to 
provide planting assistance where necessary. 


Please submit your application to: 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
Planning Department 
7070 E Broadway 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

Or by email: cpauquette@sagchip.org 


Not all applicants will be chosen, but please 
apply. We have a lot of trees to plant! 

Please contact Carey Pauquette, Water Quality 
Specialist, with any questions: 989 - 775-4016 

Applications will be accepted through March 31, 
2015. Happy Planting! 





jfACF 


Annual Christmas Bazaar 


. 


Observer photos by Natalie Shattuck 

Anishnaabeg Child Family Services held its annual Christmas 
Bazaar on Saturday, Dec. 6 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the 
Eagles Nest Tribal Gym. Profits from booth space and items 
sold at the ACFS table benefit the foster care program. 
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Community , 


Native American storyteller and author Gayle Ross shares "Trail of Tears" narratives 


NATALIE SHATT UCK 

Editor 

Native American storyteller 
and author Gayle Ross shared 
her stories on the “Trail of 
Tears” at Ziibiwing Center on 
Nov. 13, followed by a 7 p.m. 
Central Michigan University 
presentation in Anspach Hall. 

Ross discussed the Treaty 
of New Echota signed Dec. 29, 
1835 in New Echota, Ga. by 
officials of the United States 
government and representa- 
tives of a minority Cherokee 
political group, known as the 
Treaty Party. The treaty forced 
the entire Cherokee Nation to 
surrender its territory and head 
west to the Indian Territory. 

Ross is an enrolled member of 
the Cherokee Nation and a direct 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Native American story- 
teller and author Gayle 
Ross shared stories on the 
“Trail of Tears” at Ziibiwing 
Center on Nov. 13. 

descendant of Principal Chief of 
the Cherokee John Ross. 

John Ross did not approve 
of or sign the treaty, but it was 


—Tax Workshop — 

Save the Date - Jan. 8, 2015 

At-Large is hosting a Tax Workshop in conjunction with 
the regular Housing Financial Workshop in Saganing. 

Someone will be on hand to answer tax questions. 

Call 1-800-844-6271 to register. 


amended in March 1836 by 
the U.S. Senate. It became the 
forced removal known as the 
Trail of Tears. 

Ross said John Ross sent 
runners through the Cherokee 
Nation to collect signatures 
against the treaty, and 14,000 
signatures were collected. 

“The Cherokees had pow- 
erful people in their corner,” 
Ross said. “They were herded 


down the road like cattle... 
without adequate food, water, 
sanitation and facilities . . . 
Many people began to die.” 

Ross said the Cherokee 
Nation is one of the largest 
today and there are strong 
language programs within the 
tribe to share their culture. 

“No matter how many times 
they burnt to the ground, they 
would survive, thrive, prosper 


and remember to look around 
the world to see beauty,” she 
said. “A thing of beauty is a 
thing of hope.” 

The event was sponsored 
by the Central Michigan 
University College of 
Humanities and Social and 
Behavioral Sciences, the Office 
of Institutional Diversity and 
the Office of Native American 
Programs. 


At-Large Program hosts Ugly Sweater Holiday Party 



The At-Large Program hosted an “Ugly Holiday 
Sweater Party” on Thursday Dec. 4, 2014 at the 
Saganing Tribal Center. The Tribal Center was 
decorated for Christmas and a warm fire was roar- 
ing in the fireplace to make the day seem even 
more festive. 

About 38 people participated in the event, and 
while not everyone wore an ugly sweater, guests of 
all ages had a good time and many took home one of 
the wreaths provided as the “make-and-take” craft. 


Photos courtesy of Denise Pelcher 
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Bailey's retirement honored after 20 years of dedicated service to the Tribe 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal Public Relations Director Frank Cloutier (left) shares a 
laugh with Tribal Council Member Michele Stanley and Tribal 
Chief Steven Pego as Waste Water Treatment Plant Manager 
James Bailey addresses the community. 


JOSEP H V. SOWMIC K 

Photojournalist 

On Dec. 12, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Council, 
SCIT Public Relations and 
the SCIT Utilities Department 
came together to celebrate one 
of their own. 

A packed Tribal Operations 
Seniors Room was filled with 
family, co-workers and commu- 
nity that came together in cele- 
bration of James Bailey and his 
20 years of service to the Tribe. 

Bailey is employed as the 
Waste Water Treatment man- 
ager in the Utilities Department 
and his official last day is slated 
for Jan. 2, 2015. 

He was gifted with a spe- 
cially monogrammed Tribal 
Pendleton blanket from Tribal 
Council with Chief Steven 
Pego, Council Member 
Michele Stanley and SCIT 
Public Relations Director Frank 
Cloutier doing the presenta- 
tion in front of the appreciative 
audience of well-wishers. 

“I started working with my 
good friend Stan Sineway at 
Utilities and finished work- 
ing with Director of Facilities 
Barry Skutt,” Bailey said. “I 
met lots and lots of good peo- 
ple here over the years and my 
idea of leaving with no fanfare 


went out the window today. . . I 
appreciate everyone who came 
out and thanks to all!” 

His wife Mary Lue Bailey, 
was deeply moved by the out- 
pouring affection. 

“Jim and I started out our 
married life in 1968 and two 
days later he went to Vietnam,” 
Mary Lue said. “Over 46 years 
later, we have had many won- 
derful years of being a part 
of the Tribe and this commu- 
nity... it is a blessing raising 
our families here and watching 
their lives grow and change.” 

“Jim started working for the 
Tribe after suffering a heart 
attack in his mid-40s,” she said. 
“He was hired into Utilities 
by Director Stan Sineway. He 
started out in the recycling 
department. Even though he 
was a machine maintenance 
person, he loved his job.” 

“When Richard Tillman, 
Tim Davis and Phil Peters, to 
name a few, starting moving 
forward with plans for a Waste 
Water Treatment Plant, both 
Jim and Stan were included. 
What a joyous, challenge they 
had to be able to start a pro- 
gram and initiate a plant,” she 
said. “It was one of a kind 
never seen before in Michigan, 
let alone on a Reservation. 
After six years of diligently 
working forward, they reached 


their goal. In 2003, they were 
recognized in the Region 5 
Agency, then moving forward, 
they achieved national honors. 
I remember when Washington 
sent a representative to the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe and they were awarded 
First Place Excellence, for 
Outstanding Operation and 
Maintenance Plant.” 

Mary Lue is excited on the 
new path they are taking and 
hope to see what adventures to 
explore and enjoy our retire- 
ment together. 

Tribal Council Executive 
Transcriptionist Misty 

Wolfgang beamed as she 
watched her dad receive the 
high honor. 

“It was a great sense of 
pride we all had in watch- 
ing our Tribal Council drape 
the monogrammed Pendleton 
blanket over our Dad,” 
Wolfgang said. “Such a strong 
show of respect and apprecia- 
tion for his 20 years of faithful 
service to his Tribe!” 

“Knowing my Dad, he truly 
sensed the importance in their 
gift and the kindness in their 
hearts,” she said. “All we can 
hope is that Dad spends his 
well-deserved retirement, this 
new stage in his life, doing the 
very things he loves with the 
people he loves, all of us... 


congratulations, Dad, you 
earned this!” 

Rev. Lee Rhodes of the 
Countryside United Brethren 
Church offered a blessing for 
the food and those in attendance 
and felt honored to share the 
moment with his parishioners. 

“I have gotten to know Jim 
and Mary Lue very well; I know 
he has a deep pride and affection 
in the rich heritage he shares with 
his extended family,” Rev. Rhodes 
said. “Jim takes great pride in 
his work with the Tribe and he 
believes we should always do our 
best. He and his family received 
much love from our congregation 


and we are glad to have them be a 
part of our church.” 

Human Resources Benefits 
representative Heather Haynes 
joined in the celebration by 
sending a heartfelt email where 
she mentioned how proud her 
family is of their Uncle Jim. 

SECR Administrative 
Assistant II Bethel Merrill 
also reflected fondly on “the 
sweet story”. 

“I love it when I see there are 
stories of people appreciating the 
Tribe as a good place to raise their 
family and work,” Merrill said. 
“This kind of story reminds us of 
what are people are all about.” 
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First SCIT RX Drug Drop Off at Cardinal Pharmacy a success 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


City of Mount Pleasant Public Information Officer Jeff 
Browne, Tribal Police Officer Ryan Nau , Youth Support 
Coach Kevin Ricketts, LEAD Diversion Manager 
Guadalupe Gonzalez and Migizi Marketing Promotions 
Coordinator Kayla Sullivan made the first Tribal drug 
drop off a successful one. 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

The Tribal community was 
encouraged to deposit their 
unused and expired pre- 
scription drugs during the 
“Community RX Drug 
Drop Off’ outside Cardinal 
Pharmacy on Friday, Nov. 14. 

Youth LEAD presented the 
event with collaborating efforts 
from Cardinal Pharmacy, the 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Police Department, Mount 
Pleasant Police Department, 
Tribal Public Relations, 
Behavioral Health, Nimkee 
Memorial Wellness Center and 
Ten 16 Recovery Network. 

Tribal Police Sergeant 
Craig Wilson requested 


information from the Mount 
Pleasant Police Department as 
they have operated a drug drop 
off program for two years. 

With the event occur- 
ring from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
more drugs were dropped off 
than Mount Pleasant Public 
Information Officer Jeff Browne 
had anticipated. 

“Today I would be happy 
with 10 to 20 pounds being a 
first-time (Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal) event,” Officer Browne 
said toward the start of the event. 
“We’ve done drug drop off 
events before with Commission 
on Aging which are wildly suc- 
cessful with anywhere from 40 
to 50 pounds of pills in a day; 
they are a bit larger because of 
the population.” 


The final weight for the 
Community RX Drug Drop Off 
for the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe was more than 26 pounds. 

“If you factor in that the 
weight was accumulated in 
four hours, it really magni- 
fies the success of this event,” 
said Youth Support Coach 
Kevin Ricketts. 

For anyone that missed the 
event but has drugs to turn in, 
it is not too late. 

“The Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribal Police Department 
has a drop box in their lobby 24 
hours a day, seven days a week 
or the City of Mount Pleasant 
department - the same thing - no 
questions asked,” Browne said. 

Deborah Peterson, youth 
outreach worker of Youth 
LEAD Diversion said miig- 
wetch to everyone who partici- 
pated in the event. 

“We were able to collect a 
significant amount of prescrip- 
tion drugs, over the counter, vita- 
mins and herbal supplements,” 
Peterson said. 

To conclude the event, draw- 
ings for prizes were held for 
those who dropped off drugs. The 
seven prizes included a candle, 
body lotions, a SCIT embroi- 
dered blanket, a $25 Cardinal 
Pharmacy gift card, four Soaring 


Eagle Waterpark passes, a $50 
Nbakade Restaurant gift card and 
one overnight stay at SEWPH 
with four waterpark passes. 

“With 26 pounds of drugs 
out of the community that could 
possibly be harmful to some- 
one, this shows promise and 
hope to a healthy community,” 
Ricketts said. 

Ricketts said community 
members are already asking 
when the next Tribal RX Drug 
Drop off will occur and men- 
tioned plans are in the works for 
a spring event, “just in time for 
spring cleaning.” 


“I would like to thank 
everyone for working so hard 
to make this event happen 
for the Tribal community,” 
Sgt. Wilson said. “Everyone 
involved with this commu- 
nity event was also involved 
in helping to establish our 
permanent drop-off site at the 
Tribal Police Department. It 
is a wonderful thing when 
law enforcement agencies 
can band together with Tribal 
departments and community to 
make such important causes a 
reality and help provide to the 
Tribal community.” 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Corinne Williamson was one of many community members to drop 
off expired or unused drugs to Officer Browne and Officer Nau. 


President Obama makes commitment to Native American youth 


JOSEP H V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

President Obama hosted more 
than 300 tribal government and 
youth leaders at the sixth annual 
White House Tribal Nations 
Conference Dec. 4. 

During sessions throughout the 
day, 10 Cabinet secretaries and 
the administration highlighted 
their deepening partnership with 
Tribal nations, particularly on the 
critical matters of Native youth, 
tribal economic development and 
climate change. 

President Obama was intro- 
duced by Terry Rambler, chair- 
man of the San Carlos Apache 
Tribe, who declared President 
Obama “promised to meet with 
us annually, and he has kept his 
promise. During this time, we 
have accomplished many things 
for our communities.” 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Council Member and current 
National Congress of American 
Indians Tribal Delegate Michele 
Stanley remains encouraged 
with the movement from our 
Nation’s top executive. 

“President Obama has dem- 
onstrated a real commitment to 
Indian country and appointed 
many Native Americans to his 
administration,” Stanley said. 
“This has certainly benefitted 
Indian Country by knowing that 
we have a voice on the inside. 
The Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe of Michigan has been rep- 
resented at these meetings on 
three occasions.” 

NCAI Communications 
Associate Sarah Beccio said 


President Obama focused his 
remarks on Native youth, build- 
ing upon his summer 2014 visit 
to the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, 
where he and First Lady, Michelle 
Obama, visited with a group of 
young people. He shared how 
they stayed longer than planned 
as the young people opened up 
about the extraordinary chal- 
lenges they faced. 

Beccio stated, “The President 
made a series of concrete com- 
mitments designed to create 
new avenues of opportunity for 
Native youth: 

1) The release of the White 
House Native Youth Report 
detailing the realities that Native 
young people face and offer- 
ing recommendations to address 
those issues, 2) The launch of the 
Cabinet Native Youth Listening 
Tour, through which each Cabinet 
secretary will pay visits to Indian 
Country in 2015 to hear directly 
from Native youth, 3) The 
establishment of the Generation 
Indigenous (Gen I) national ini- 
tiative, which will seek to iden- 
tify and remove obstacles stand- 
ing in the way of Native youth 
success, 4) The creation of the 
Native youth community proj- 
ects, which will facilitate collabo- 
ration between tribes and schools 
to support students in a range of 
areas and 5) The convening of the 
First White House Tribal Youth 
Gathering in 2015.” 

The President said “the 
United States shares a sacred 
bond with our Native nations. 
We have a sacred responsibility 
to all our young people, includ- 
ing Native youth.” 


Youth LEAD Diversion 
Support Coach Kevin Ricketts 
offered that the President’s 
decision to promise more of 
a commitment to the Native 
American youth is an enormous 
move in the right direction. 

“President Obama has dem- 
onstrated in the past a heart 
for Native Americans, and he 
displays that as he shed tears 
listening to the stories of the 
youth from the Standing Rock 
Sioux Tribe,” Ricketts said. 
“I recall his quote after meet- 
ing them where he said 4 1 love 
these young people ... I only 
spent an hour with them. They 
feel like my own.’” 


Ricketts admired the Tribal 
leadership within NCAI and 
mentions there may be a mentor- 
ship opportunity for Tribal youth 
on a national scale. 

“I think it would be nice to see 
one of our Saginaw Chippewa 
Youth Council Members seated 
on the NCAI Youth Commission,” 
Ricketts said. “This would be a 
strong SCIT nation voice for all 
the Saginaw Chippewa youth and 
the other Tribes we work with.” 

President Obama also pledged 
his continued commitment and 
that of his Administration to pro- 
mote economic growth in Tribal 
communities, to address the 
accelerating impacts of climate 


change, and to submit a budget 
to Congress that seeks smarter, 
stronger investments important 
for Indian Country. 

Swinomish Indian Tribal 
Community Chairman and cur- 
rent NCAI President Brian 
Cladoosby remains encouraged 
on the latest commitment to 
Native youth. 

“President Obama has demon- 
strated his commitment to ensur- 
ing a stronger relationship for the 
next generation,” Cladoosby said. 
“He has committed himself and 
his Administration to building a 
bright future for all Native youth 
and a stronger tomorrow for our 
Tribal nations.” 


Adopt a Pet 

Angeline 

I’m a 3 -year- 
old Domestic 
Shorthair mix. 

Social butter- 
fly would be 

the best phrase to describe my per- 
sonality. I’m always up for meeting 
new friends, feline or otherwise. I 
don’t even mind most dogs, as long 
as they mind their manners. I’ve 
got a bubbly, outgoing personality. 
If you’re looking for a total catch, 
come visit me! 


Available at: The Humane Animal Treatment Society 

1 105 S. Isabella Rd. Mt. Pleasant Hatsweb.org 989.775.0830 Email: info@hatsweb.org 

Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Saturday: 9 a.m. -2 p.m. | Puppies (under six months): $175, Dogs: $160, Cats: $85 



Barbara 


Barbara is a senior Boxer 

who came to HATS as / T J 

a stray. She was in very ^ . § M \ 

poor condition upon ar- j 

rival with infected ears, 

dirty fur, and she was very 

skinny. She has since been nursed back to health 
and is in search of a retirement home! Barbara is 
great with all people and for a senior dog, she still 
has a surprising amount of energy! Barbara keeps 
a clean kennel and is good with most other dogs! 
No cats for her though! Stop by the shelter if you 
are interested in adopting Barbara! 


Tribal 


Communit 
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repatriation at Nibokaan 



Courtesy of Marcella Hadden 


Tribal dignitaries and community members join together at 
the “Recommitment to the Earth” repatriation ceremonies at 
the Nibokaan Ancestral Cemetery. 


BEAT RI CE JACKSON 

Tribal Eagle Clan Mide' Elder 

On Tuesday, Nov. 18, at 4 p.m., 
the work with the ancestral 
remains began. The remains 
were in so many big boxes, all 
numbered. 

The University of Michigan 
sent some remains to other 
universities where they were 
defiled and DNA samples 
were taken; they all had to be 
returned. Community workers 
opened each vial and had to 
mix water and use small cedar 
stems to get the shards lose. 
The DNA samples were mixed 
with water and then returned to 
the cedar/corn husk and placed 
in cedar red bundles. This was 
very tedious work with only 
about 30 people working non- 
stop until just after 9 p.m. 

Ziibiwing Center Director 
Shannon Martin and Curator 
Willie Johnson gave an introduc- 
tion. Tribal Chief for the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe and Mide’ 
Elder Steven Pego gave an open- 
ing welcome. We had a ceremony 
with songs sung, and a lot of 
smudging work. 

Many Residential Treatment 
Center residents assisted us. Each 
of the remains were placed on 
a red cloth, in front of the drum 
placement. Someone stayed with 
the remains all night. One RTC 


volunteer asked to stay until we 
were finished, she said her life 
was changed by helping with this 
work. I brought her back to our 
home at Behavioral Health. 

On Wednesday, Nov. 19, 1 got 
up early and cooked feast food; 
wild rice with maple syrup, 
venison with blueberries, cran- 
berries, onions and blueberries 
picked with Women’s Traditions 
Group (all lovingly placed in 
wooden bowls). RTC worked for 
four hours making the traditional 
com dish. We made a feast offer- 
ing bowls wrapped in black cloth 
tied with deer hide string. 

At 8 a.m., I prepared my 
water bundle and went on the 
Hill to the Nibokaan Cemetery 
where I met with Willie and 
Kelly Sprague. Willie, Kelly 
and I offered our tobacco. Kelly 
began digging the hole with the 
earth mover. During this time, 
we smudged and I prayed and 
offered a song for the water. 
When the hole was complete, 
I offered water to the Earth, 
apologizing for disturbing our 
mother and telling her the rela- 
tives will soon be returned here. 
Willie smudged around the 
burial place and we left. 

Arriving at Ziibiwing 
Center at 9:05 a.m., the sound 
of the Little Boy Water Drum 
was heard. I was instructed 
by Grandma Syd Martin to 



the Nov. 19 

prepare the water for the cer- 
emony. I prepared the final 
journey bowl of feast food 
with plug tobacco added and 
it was wrapped in black cloth 
and placed near the drum. 
Women’s Traditions were 
there to help pass out water 
cups at the appropriate time. 

Many, many songs were sung, 
some new and some given when 
Elder Jerome McCullough 
passed. Speeches and teach- 
ings were given by our visi- 
tors from Montana, Okla. and 
Northern Michigan. 

At 11:15 a.m., the pipe cere- 
mony, water ceremony and Little 
Boy Water songs were complete. 
Women’s Traditions helped pre- 
pared for the cedar washing. As 
people volunteered to carry the 
ancestors to the van, they washed 
their hands with cedar. 

Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 
Veteran Warrior Society 
member Tony Perry was in 
the burial pit and I threw in 
cedar before the birchbark 
was placed. Slowly, commu- 
nity assistants began bringing 
in each red bundle containing 
our ancestors. This was very 
reverently handled. They were 
placed on red cloth. 

Songs were sung. Two Eagle 
staffs stood in the west; David 
Perez’s and my personal Women’s 
Sundance Piercing staff. 


Sage smoke was burning the 
entire time. Each of the red bun- 
dles were handed to Tony who 
lovingly placed them on the soft 
birch bark. 

Gifts were placed at the 
center, a copper cup and neck- 
laces were made by Women’s 
Traditions. Then they were 
all covered by more sheets 
of birchbark. The feast food 
bowl was placed at the center. 

Women and men covered the 
entire area with cedar, and also 
made tobacco offerings. They 
left by the east gate where they 
washed their hands in cedar. 


Then people left, some had to be 
urged to leave. There was a com- 
fortable feeling. 

The warm Pendleton blan- 
kets that were loaned out were 
returned and people headed to 
Ziibiwing again for a celebra- 
tion feast. Bemahmike (Brian 
Corbiere) was gifted a large bun- 
dle of wild rice. 

Many shared the specially 
cooked feast food and then said 
their goodbyes while Willie and 
staff began putting things away. 

There is work yet to be 
done and planning to continue. 
Miigwetch, my relatives. 


Experience the fascinating history and rich culture of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan at the Midwest's Premier American Indian Museum 




T 

ZIIBIWING 

CENTER 

OPEN MONDAY 
thru SATURDAY 
10am-6pm 


6650 East Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI • 989.775.4750 • www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing •www.nativedirect.com 


Tfease Join Us 


...for an livening 
with the Artist, 
Dr. Suzanne £. Cross 


Artist’s Inspiration 
Presentation 
and. Dinner 


i J> (H L i 



L 


Healing Through 
Culture and Art 
Shawl Collection 


January 8, 2015 
6pm-8pm 

Free & Open to the Public 


f ZIIBIWING CENTER 

QUXmI Lftv. rt-yj 

THE MIDWEST’S PREMIER AMERICAN INDIAN MUSEUM 

6650 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858 
989.775.4750 • www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing 





DRINKS 


With Tamara House, RN 

Diabetes Educator, 
Nimkee Wellness Center 



and Angela Peters, 

Director, 

Anishinabe Language 
Revitalization Department 

Presentation & Dinner 

at the Eagle’s Nest 
(Tribal Gym) 

7070 E. Broadway 
Mt Pleasant, Ml 48858 

Free & Open to the Public 


January 28, 2015 
6pm-8pm 

A supporting event of the 

“Healing Through Culture and Art Shawl Collection” exhibit 
Co-sponsored by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe’s 
Youth LEAD Department and the Nimkee Center 

f ZIIBIWING CENTER 

QUXwit % LftM/ny4 

THE MIDWEST’S PREMIER AMERICAN INDIAN MUSEUM 

989.775.4750 • www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing 


Wishing you a blessed 
and prosperous 20151 
from the Staff at the Ziibiwing Center 

Come for a visit! 

Upcoming Events: 

January 15 • Vendor Training 

February 3 • Performance Circle 
Sign-Up and Class 

February 6 • Red Dress Fashion 
Show & Dinner 

February 7-14 • Collection Showing 

February 26 • Anishinabe Miijim 
Community Potluck 

February 28 • Shawl Collection 
Exhibit Closes 


Saginaw Chippewa 

TWO 

QDIDIT STRAIGHT 
Or I IXl I / ALLIANCE 

DINNER 


Thursday, Jan. 22, 2015 

5:30-7 p.m. • Dinner will be provided 

Ziibiwing Center • 6650 E. Broadway 
Mount Pleasant, Michigan 


This is a support group for Two Spirit people and 
their families, friends, supporters and allies in our 
community who may be struggling with issues 
such as coming out, questioning, coping, and 
acceptance. This group will share stories, similar 
struggles and connect with other Two Spirit people 
and their families, friends, supporters and allies. 


For More Information Contact: 

Guadalupe Gonzalez 
989-775-4208 
ggonzalez@sagchip. org 

Shannon Martin 

989-775-4750 

smartin@sagchip.org 


Co-sponsored by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan’s Youth LEAD Department, 
Ziibiwing and Central Michigan University’s Native American Programs. 









Tribal Observer I January 1, 2015 
Page 11 I Midaaswi-shi-bezhig 


FunE Games 





new 

oshki 

beginning 

wayeshkad 

believe 

debwetam 

energetic 

gwaashkwezi 

grow well 

minogi 

happy 

minawaanigozi 

smile 

zhoomiingweni 

work 

anokii 

share 

maada'ookii 

conquer 

mamaazhi 

benefit 

debi 

strength 

gagwejii 

lead 

ashkikomaan 

learn 

gikinawaabi 

much snow 

goonikaa 

snowshoe 

aajim 

quiet 

bizaan 

night 

niibaa 

moon 

dibikgiizis 

northern lights 

jiibayagniimiidiwag 
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MNO NIM-KO-DAA-DING (HAPPY NEW YEAR!) 


Nichols, John, D, & Nyholm, Earl. A Concise Dictionary of Minnesota Ojibwe. University of Minnesota Press. Minneapolis. 1995. Title by Isabelle Osawamick. 


WHERE ON 



THE REZ? 

Do you know where this is? 

Answer the puzzle correctly 
by Jan. 16 through e-mail or 
telephone. Your name will go into 
a drawing and one winner will 
receive two free announcements 
in the Tribal Observer. 

Submit Answers To: 

dean tu@sagch ip. org 
or call 989-775-4010 


LUST MONTH: 



Chippewa Indian United 
Methodist Church 

Last Month's Winner: 

Greg Mandoka 



WIGWAM WISDOM 


The Wigwam has 
sheltered our ancestors 
from storms and bad 
weather since the dawn 
of time. The wigwam 
has witnessed the 
hardships our people 
have had to endure not 
only through the hands of change and war, but upon our 
strongest enemies, ourselves. The spirit of the wigwam 
does not forget and keeps with it the wisdom to guide the 
souls that have strayed back to a peaceful life. 

Comments or feedback can be sent to: 
wigwam_wisdom@yahoo.com 

*(WW is intended entertainment purposes only. Please make 
sure to seek professional counseling when necessary .) 



Dear WW: I am getting married to the best man ever! 
Everything is coming together except one area, and for 
the life of me, I cannot decide what to do. Every time 
I ask for advice, I get a different opinion. I was very 
young when my parents divorced. My “real” father did 
not raise me and wasn’t in touch with me until I was 
older. There were things in his life that kept him from 
being a responsible parent, including dmgs and alco- 
hol. However, when I think about my life, I think of 
my stepfather as my “real” father. My dilemma is, who 
should I ask to walk me down the aisle? By My Side 

Dear Side: I am happy you are able to connect to 
your biological father after years of him being ill. 
Not many people have the privilege of being recon- 
nected like that. I also don’t think it would be fair 
to ask the man who raised you as his own to take 
a back seat on one of the most important days of 
your life. A day, he as your father, has also looked 
forward to. I like the thought of a compromise in 
having both men walk you down the aisle. That 
way they are both acknowledged. All in all, your 
“father” is the man who raised you and was there 
for you while growing up. Congratulations! 


Dear WW: My husband would rather play video 
games than spend time with our family. I know he has 
a stressful job but that doesn’t make it OK to come 
home and ignore us. Sometimes he stays up half the 
night and can barely function the next day. On those 
days, when he gets home, he sleeps. I threatened 
to throw all the games out but he says at least he’s 
home, not drinking and not running around. To which 
I said “you might as well be!” I do have to admit, I 
do like him home but he feels like another kid to take 
care of. I bring him his dinner but I also realize that 
without him and his job, we would not be able to live 
the lavish lifestyle we have because of it. So I mostly 
go along with it thinking that that’s the pay off for 
what we have. I could never have this alone. Should 
I shut up about it? Thankful 

Dear Thankful: You will realize one day that you 
deserve better! However, until that day comes, 
keep him in your prayers. Video games can be 
just like any other addiction and until HE real- 
izes it and wants to change, there is nothing that 
you can do to change it. However, once your chil- 
dren are of legal age and he is still paying video 
games, I will suggest you find someone who can 
appreciate all you do! 


Dear WW: I have a new job that takes me out of 
town more than I am comfortable with. I hate leav- 
ing my family. Lately, I feel it’s my husband I hate 
to leave. The last couple of times, a friend of mine 
has come over to use our pool. She never comes 
over to use the pool when I am home, however, 
the minute I leave, there she is! She just happens 
to be single with a gorgeous bod! Maybe it’s me, 
I’m not sure. I totally trust my husband but it’s her I 
have the problem with. Should I ask her not to visit 
unless I am home? Sunny Friend 

Dear Sunny: Don’t let your insecurities get the 
best of you. You say you trust your husband, so why 
worry? I am not sure what your friend’s motives 
are, if any. Maybe it’s coincidence or maybe she 
just wants to be alone. You could take it as a com- 
pliment that she feels safe around your husband. I 
would only worry if she continues to visit while you 
are out of town and your husband forgets to tell you! 


Comic courtesy of Luke Blohm-Kraft 
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Annual Report 

(October 2013 - September 2014) 


The Board of Directors for the Ziibiwing Cultural Society/ Ziibiwing Center of Anishinabe Culture & Lifeways is proud to recognize the 
organization’s many accomplishments and its staff within this Annual Report. From guided tours for school children, Mount Pleasant 
Indian Industrial Boarding School (MIIBS) archaeological Field Schools, Artist-in-Residence Programs and ancestral repatriations to fun 
family events like NativeFest, the Ziibiwing Cultural Society continues to be a vital and progressive organization for the Tribe. 

On March 21, 2014, the Michigan Indian Education Council presented the Ziibiwing Cultural Society with the 2014 Distinguished 
Service Award for our “outstanding work in educating tribal citizens and the general public about Anishinaabe culture, history 
and lifeways.” 

We hope that you find in this Annual Report a clear demonstration of the dedication and respect exemplified by our entire 
organization for the mission, work and growth of the Ziibiwing Cultural Society We are extremely grateful for your continued 
support and trust in our very important work. 


Our Members 


• American Indian Services 

• Begg, David 

• Bennett, Uiana 

• Bigford, Susan 

• Biggs, Courtney 

• Blackcloud, Ruben 

• Bleuer, Tonia 

• Borgardt. Renee 

• Brauker, Shirley 

• Brown, Tracy 

• Burke, Charles & Peggy 

• Chambers Cooper, Gail 

• Chingman, Christina 

• Cleland-Host Family 

• Coen, Pat 

• Corbiere, Brian 

• Cottrelle, Edna 


• Cross, Dr. Suzanne 

• Cummins, Charla 

• Dolley, Bill 

• Douglas, Kenneth 

• Douglas, Judge 
Ronald & Sharon 

• Douglas-Waugh, Kim 

• Ederer, Eric 

• Ervin, Joyce 

• Falcon, Ronald & Audrey 

• Fowler, Jonathan 

• Gates, Pamela 

• Greco, Joy 

• Greenhoe, Brenda 

• Grills, Gary & Evelyn 

• Guerrero, Jim 

• Guerrero, Joaquin 


• Hadden, Marcella 

• Hageman, James & Mary 

• Helms, Esther 

• Henry, Gary 

• Jackson, Angel 

• Johns, Russell & Merida 

• Kaiser, Burt 

• Kellner, Ralph 

• Kequom, Frank & Phyllis 

• King, Lisa 

• Klymyshyn, Uiana 

• Krieger, John 

• Listerman, Angela 

• Madigan, Steve/Pingatore 

• Martin, George & Sydney 

• Martin, Shannon 

• McNett, Bruce 


Financials 


External Revenue Total: $262,134 


Grants 

Historic Preservation Fund • IPinCH Project 
NAGPRA Consultation • NAGPRA Repatriation 



Corporate Sponsors 

Charles Schwab • Wells Fargo 
USI Insurance • ICCU 

Meeting Room Bookings 

Memberships 

Admissions 

Donations, ZAAP & 
Memorial Bricks 

Song & Dance Presentations 

Access to Recovery Program 


Accomplishments 


• 23,059 visitors experienced all the Center has to offer. An additional 4,252 
were provided educational services offsite by the Ziibiwing Center staff. Our 
visitorship has more than doubled! 

• Implemented 138 special events and cultural programs for the Tribal 
community and general public. 

• Research Center served 2,535 patrons. 

• $6,427,976 in total sales for Ziibiwing Commercial Services — up 
$1,956,752 from fiscal year 2013. 

• Maintained seven Tribal cemeteries, in addition to the Ziibiwing Centers 
three-acre lawn (25.41 acres per week). 

• Provided 158 tours for 4,777 guests, 52 K-12 tours and 106 adult tours, 
including complimentary SCIT, Migizi, SECR and Retail Employees 
Orientation Tours. 

• 7,730 individual contacts were logged by our team. 

• NativeFest, our annual 3-day celebration of American Indian culture, 
attracted 637 people. 

• Continued to provide cultural and educational services two to three times 
per week to clients of the Tribe s Residential Treatment Center and Access to 
Recovery Program. 

• Awarded 3 of the 3 Federal grants submitted: Historic Preservation Fund, 
NAGPRA Consultation and NAGPRA Repatriation Grants for a total of 
$125,245 awarded in Federal grant funding. 

• Members of our team participated on 24 various Tribal and external 
boards/committees to support our strategic goal of Enduring Organizational 
Sustainability and the objective of Working Towards Accreditation. 

• ZC Commercial Services online sales for 2014 totaled $630,748 - up 
$429,349 from 2013. 

• ZC Processing Center 3,000 square foot expansion completed (for 
additional online inventory space). 

• 135 items were accepted for our Permanent Collection in 2014 (books, 
photographs, postcards, historical documents, baskets, Pow-Wow buttons, 
DVDs and VHS tapes with current and historical information). 


• Michener, David & 
Will Strickland 

• Mid-Michigan 
Community College 

• Mitchell, Autumn 

• Morley, Diane 

• Murphy, Betty 

• O’Brien, Terrill 

• Pamp, Judy 

• Paquin, Ronald 

• Peters, Alstyn 

• Pohrt, Richard Jr. 

• Powell, Mark & Jane 

• Powell, Shirley 

• Queen, Elizabeth 

• Raslich, Frank 

• Raslich, Rose Marie 


• Russell, Mary Ellen 

• Shawana, Charmaine 

• Sheperdigian, Barbara 

• Shier, Quita 

• Skene, Julie 

• Slasinkski, Mike 

• Slater, George & Deb 

• Slifco, Pamela & Daniel 

• Soney, Ken 

• Sova, Marlene 

• Spencer, Bernard 


• Sprague, Jeff 

• Squanda, Clarence 

• Stevens, Paul & Evonna 

• Syndergaard, Larry 

• Wagner, Colleen 

• Waiess, Elizabeth 

• Waynee, Craig 

• Weekley, Cheryl 

• Wickerham, Floyd & Sue 

• Zocher, Virginia 


Ziibiwing Artifact Adoption Program 

(ZAAP) Contributors 

• Hinton, Andrew, Three “Nancy Owl Baskets” 

• Waynee, Craig & Marlene, “Cradleboard” 


Your Support 


Your continued support is very important to us as 
it provides essential funding for: 

• Free admission to Ziibiwing Center exhibits for members of all 
North American Indian Tribes. 

• Discounted admission to military personnel, school children, 
college students, and educators. 

• Funding for outreach programs which take our teachings and 
collections into schools throughout Michigan. 

• Preservation of our artifacts and collections, ensuring that our 
culture will be preserved for future generations. 

• Maintenance and promotion of our exhibits so that our 
heritage and culture can be enjoyed by everyone. 


• ZC Commercial Services created 1 1 new part-time and full-time positions 
because of online growth and gift shop sales success. 

• Partnered with the University of Wisconsin and hosted a four-day 
Convening Great Lakes Culture Keepers Institute for Tribal Librarians, 
Archivists, and Museum Professionals. Hosted the Native American Critical 
Issues Conference with the Michigan Indian Education Council. 

• Partnered with the Youth LEAD Department and Human Resources to 
offer 60 summer youth workers orientation and career skills to include the 
Seven Grandfather Teachings. 

• Cultural Resource Management team completed 315 cultural resource 
reviews - these reviews are required under Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act and protect the cultural resources/traditional 
cultural properties of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan. 

• Repatriated and reburied one ancestor and 762 associated funerary objects 
from the University of Massachusetts Amherst on April 28, 2014. 

• Repatriated and reburied the physical remains of 48 Native American 
individuals and three associated funerary objects from Wayne State 
University, Detroit, Michigan; one Native American individual from the 
Michigan State Police Post #63, Mt. Pleasant, Michigan; and 81 Native 
American individuals and six associated funerary objects from the University 
of Michigan’s Museum of Anthropological Archaeology (UMMAA), Ann 
Arbor, Mich, on Dec. 13, 2013. 

• Ziibiwing Commercial Services continued to operate at 100 percent 
self-sufficiency and absorbed one additional Ziibiwing Center staff position. 

• According to the U.S. Department of the Interior, in 2014 the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe had the highest shipping volume of any Indian Tribe 
in the United States. 

• Worked cooperatively with the In-Stitches Quilting Group on the 
completion of memorial bracelets for the Honoring, Healing & 
Remembering Event and survivor shawls for the Healing Through Culture 
and Art Shawl Collection exhibit. 

• Completed our current 5-Year Strategic Plan within 4 years on Sept. 30, 
2014 — one full year ahead of schedule! 


2015 Event Calendar 

January 

8 I Artist Presentation & Dinner with Dr. Cross 

15 I Vendor Training 

28 I “Dangers of Energy Drinks” at Tribal Gym 

February 

3 I Performance Circle Sign-Up & Class 

( Classes every Tuesday until May 12 except Spring Break) 

6 I Red Dress Fashion Show & Dinner 
7-14 I Collection Showing 

26 I Anishinabe Miijim Community Potluck 
28 I Shawl Collection Exhibit Closes 

March 

21 I Native Sky Watchers Exhibit Grand Opening 
23-27 I Artist-in-Residence: Featherwork Workshop 
31 I Performance Circle Spring Break: No Classes 

April 

7 I Performance Circle Spring Break: No Classes 
20-24 I Mother Earth Week 

May 

2 I Bird Day Celebration 

7-8 I Ziibiwing s 1 1th Birthday Sale 

12 I Performance Circle Graduation 

16- 23 I Collection Showing 

18- 22 I Artist-in-Residence: Beadwork Workshop 

June 

6 I MIIBS* “Honoring, Healing & Remembering” 

(at the MIIBS*) 

TBD** I Native Sky Watchers 2-Day Training 

11 I Vendor Training 

13 I Community Cultural Teaching 

(at the Sanilac Petroglyphs) 

22- 26 I Lacrosse Stick Making Workshop 

July 

4, 11, 18 I American Indian Dances 

21 I NativeFest • Car Bingo 

22 I NativeFest • Music & Comedy Night 

23- 30 I NativeFest • Collection Showing 

August 

1-22 I Art Walk Central 
3-7 I Cradleboard Workshop 

8 I World Indigenous People’s Day 

17- 21 I Fiber Woven Bags Workshop 

September 

12 I Grandparent’s Day 

12 I Monarch Butterfly Celebration 
22 I Performance Circle Sign-Up & Class 

( Classes every Tuesday until Dec. 15) 

26 I Native Sky Watchers Exhibit Closes 

September - November I Heritage Special 

( Call for Details) 

October 

12 I Indigenous People’s Day 

14 I Eagle Feather Cleansing 
15-16 I Eagle Feather Honoring 

16 I Eagle Feather Feast 

24 I Cranbrook Institute of Science Exhibit 
Grand Opening 

November 

6 I Spirit Feast 

9-13 I Artist-in-Residence: Quillbox Workshop 
14-21 I Collection Showing 

19- 21 I Circle of Indigenous Arts 

December 

10 I Annual Appreciation Dinner (By invitation) 

12 I Community Cultural Teaching 

15 I Performance Circle Graduation 

• Mt. Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School 
** TBD (exact date will be provided soon). 

• All events subject to change or cancellation. 

• Visit www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing or call 989.775.4750 
for current information. 

Ziibiwing 

Cultural Society Mission 

The Ziibiwing Center is a distinctive treasure created 
to provide an enriched, diversified, and culturally 
relevant educational experience. This promotes the 
Society’s belief that the culture, diversity, and spirit of 
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan and 
other Great Lakes Anishinabek must be recognized, 
perpetuated, communicated, and supported. 
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Christmas worship highlights unity service theme “The Little Gift” 



Alfreda Moses (front, far right) and the Faith 
Indian Nazarene Church Choir. 


J OSEPH V. SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

The faith-based ministry out- 
reach debuted in April 2001 
for the Good Friday Service. 
Throughout the years, it has 
endured as the “reason for 
the season,” and this year, the 
14th annual Christmas Unity 
Service was celebrated. 

The service, as all of its 
predecessors, took place in 
the Eagles Nest Tribal Gym on 
Friday, Dec. 12 from 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. 

Rev. Robert Pego of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Community 
Church delivered the main ser- 
mon based on the theme from 
the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 2, 
and “The Little Gift.” 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Rev. Sam McClellan of the 
Grand Traverse Band of 
Ottawa Indians shares a 
testimony and song at the 
Christmas Unity Sevrice. 


“I can’t believe this 
is our 14th Christmas 
Unity Service and the 
28th service overall at 
Tribal Operations,” Rev. 

Pego said. “I believe that 
is a testimony in itself on 
how important bringing 
the Word of God to the 
Tribal community, Tribal 
employees and all the 
people who have come 
out to support the ser- 
vices over many years.” 

Along with the techni- 
cal assistance of Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort Production 
Manager Henry Kubin, SCIT 
Media from Information 
Technology provided the nec- 
essary expertise to live web 
stream this year’s event on the 
Tribal website. 

Tribal Council Chaplain 
Jennifer Wassegijig offered 
prayer with pastors and per- 
formers backstage before the 
worship in song and testimony 
began and then started the ser- 
vice with a heartfelt prayer of 
unity and coming together. 

Tribal Chief Steven Pego 
followed with opening 
remarks and blessed those in 
attendance with a traditional 
teaching and a song on his 
ceremonial cedar flute. The 
pleasant surprise performance 
was met with many accolades 
and it marked the first time a 
Native flute was featured in a 
unity service. 

Another first happened 
when Tribal Fire Chief Fred 


Cantu of the Potters House 
Worship Center and United 
Tribes of Christ offered a 
“Calling of the Spirit” where 
he gave a shofar (ceremonial 
Jewish ram’s horn) blast to 
bless the service. 

Due to illness, Rev. Devin 
Chisholm of the Saganing 
Indian Community Church 
was unable to offer his tradi- 
tional singing of “Silent Night” 
in Ojibwe. The other pastors 
who were able to “stand in the 
gap” in his absence included 
Rev. Owen White-Pigeon of 
the Chippewa Indian United 
Methodist Church, Rev. Doyle 
Perry of the Faith Indian 
Church of the Nazarene and 
Rev. Sam McClellan from 
the Grand Traverse Band of 
Ottawa Indians. 

One-by-one, church choirs, 
Tribal employees and spe- 
cial guest singers took turns 
at sharing their testimonies in 
word and song. Tribal mem- 
ber Denise Cantu shared the 


Christmas Story from the Bible. 

Tribal Elder and Mide’ 
Eagle Clan Kwe Mae Pego 
was joined by the Wabanaisee 
(Snowbird) Singers on a clos- 
ing hand drum song to con- 
clude the service. 

After the service, Tribal 
Elders had a chance to win 
poinsettia centerpieces, cour- 
tesy of the Mount Pleasant 
Sam’s Club. All who partici- 
pated and attended the event 
enjoyed a holiday meal pre- 
pared by the SECR Food & 
Beverage staff to make a spe- 
cial day even better. 

The Public Relations 
Department wishes to thank: 
Sam’s Club for the poinsettia 
donation, Alice Jo Rickets and 
Sonja Sowmick for helping 
with the goodie bags and sign 
in, SECR Food & Beverage 
Director Marc Forrest and his 
staff for their professionalism 
and good food, and the Tribal 
Operations Maintenance team 
for set up and tear down. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Nimkee Healthy Start Child 
Nurse Anna Hon offers a 
stirring rendition of the holi- 
day hymn “O Holy Night”. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Rev. Robert Pego of 
the Saginaw Chippewa 
Community Church 
preaches a message of 
unity in his main sermon 
“The Little Gift.” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The Wabanaisee “Snowbird” Singers close the 14th annual 
Christmas Unity Service with an Anishinabe Kwe drum song. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Fred Cantu of the United Tribes for 
Christ and of Potters House Worship 
Center calls “in the Spirit” by blowing 
his rams horn shofar. 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Chief delivers a 
welcome with his cedar flute to the Christmas 
Unity Service congregation. 
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Wintei Job Fall 

Tuesday, January 6 th 


Aggressively Defending Your Rights... 

DWIGHT R. CARPENTER 

ATTORNEY 

Criminal Defense Only • Statewide 

Criminal Defense - All Courts 
Tribal Court - Defense 
Statewide Referrals for Civil Law Suits 

Over 1,500 Licenses Restored! 

FREE CONSULTATION 

Notary and Power of Attorney Services available 
Bi-weekly per cap assignments can be done in my office 

We have more Native American clients than any other 
attorney in the area because we care!! 

We now accept credit cards. 


989 - 386-4114 

2339 E. Ludington Dr. • Clare 
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Native American Library Service Enhancement Grant provides 

support to serve Tribal community 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

SCIT Tribal Maintenance Worker Josh Grace and Tribal 
Education Librarian Anne Heidemann gets rolling on assem- 
bling casters for their new ergonomic chairs purchased 
through an IMLS Enhancement Grant. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Support for Tribal programs 
and services can come in 
many ways, but through the 
collaborative efforts of Tribal 
Education and the SCIT Grants 
& Contracts Department, 
Tribal entities can upgrade and 
enhance what they offer. 

One working example of 
positive, forward-thinking 
collaboration is the Native 
American Library Services 
Enhancement Grant, given by 
the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services, or IMLS. 

Tribal Education Librarian 
Anne Heidemann said the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
of Michigan received a $65,642 
Native American Library 
Services Enhancement Grant 
that will improve services at all 
three library locations: Tribal 
Library, Saginaw Chippewa 
Academy, and Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal College. 

“The grant provides an 
opportunity to strengthen con- 
nections to better serve patrons 
and deepen cultural commit- 
ment across all library services,” 
Heidemann said. “Project goals 
are to expand and enhance ser- 
vices for learning and improve 
access to information and edu- 
cational resources that sup- 
port the educational, lifelong 
learning, workforce develop- 
ment and digital literacy needs 
of all ages. The project will 
target library services to indi- 
viduals of diverse geographic, 
cultural and socioeconomic 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal Librarian Assistant 
Kimberly Condon is all 
smiles as she tries out the 
new library office chair. 

backgrounds by expanding 
and enhancing services to sup- 
port the Anishinabe Language 
Revitalization project and the 
Sasiwaans Immersion School.” 

Heidemann and Librarian 
Assistant Kimberly Condon 
were excited to see a part of 
the enhancement grant come 
in Dec. 5; seven new ergo- 
nomic chairs were unloaded 
and assembled, with assis- 
tance from Maintenance 
Worker Josh Grace. 

“The chairs are just one part 
of the grant,” Condon said. “The 
Tribal Library will also be get- 
ting an all-in-one copier/scanner/ 
printer and the grant will allow 
for refreshing the collections at 
all three library locations with 
new materials.” 

Grants & Contracts Manager 
Sylvia Murray offers a unique 
perspective to securing the Native 
American Library Services 
Enhancement Grant. 


“A library is like a tree 
house to me... a place of 
quiet and solitude while able 
to explore the world through 
the words of a book,” Murray 
said. “Now that I’m older and 
a grandparent, the library has 
become even more, I’m read- 
ing the books my grandchil- 
dren are reading. . . just to keep 
up with conversation. As a 
user of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Library and an employee of 
the Tribe, I’ve found it to be 
a workplace resource with 
staff willing to go above and 
beyond. When the time came, 
we in the Grants office, were 
more than happy to assist the 
Tribe, (Interim Education 
Director) Melissa Montoya and 
Anne Heidemann, enhance the 
library... to be a student, staff 
and community resource... or 
just maybe become someone’s 
tree house.” 

On their IMLS website, 
Senior Library Program Officer 
Mary Alice Ball notes in their 
program overview Enhancement 
Grant projects may enhance 
existing library services or 
implement new library services, 
particularly as they relate to the 
following goals in the updated 
Museum and Library Services 
Act (20 U.S.C. §9141): 

1) Expanding services for 
learning and access to informa- 
tion and educational resources in 
a variety of formats, in all types 
of libraries, for individuals of all 
ages in order to support such indi- 
viduals’ needs for education, life- 
long learning, workforce devel- 
opment, and digital literacy skills 


2) Establishing or enhancing 
electronic and other linkages and 
improved coordination among 
and between libraries and entities 
for the purpose of improving the 
quality of and access to library 
and information services 

3) Providing training and pro- 
fessional development, includ- 
ing continuing education, to 
enhance the skills of the current 
library workforce and leader- 
ship, and advance the delivery of 
library and information services, 
and enhancing efforts to recruit 
future professionals to the field of 
library and information services 

4) Developing public and 
private partnerships with other 
agencies and community-based 
organizations 

5) Targeting library services to 
individuals of diverse geographic, 
cultural, and socioeconomic 
backgrounds, to individuals with 
disabilities, and to individuals 


with limited functional literacy or 
information skills 

6) Targeting library and infor- 
mation services to persons hav- 
ing difficulty using a library and 
to underserved urban and rural 
communities, including children 
(from birth through age 17) from 
families with incomes below 
the poverty line (as defined by 
the Office of Management and 
Budget and revised annually in 
accordance with section 9902(2) 
of title 42) applicable to a family 
of the size involved 

7) Developing library ser- 
vices that provide all users 
access to information through 
local, state, regional, national, 
and international collaborations 
and networks 

8) Carrying out other activities 
consistent with the purposes of the 
Library Services and Technology 
subchapter of the IMLS statute 
(20 U.S.C. §9121). 
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Third Grade Teacher Hotchkiss receives 
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"Educator of the Month" 


Education Administration would like to 
take this opportunity to showcase the shin- 
ing stars in our department We are proud 
of each and every team member within 
our department and think the community 
should know about you! 

Congratulations Kara Hotchkiss for being 
selected as our December Educator of the 
Month! The following is a questionnaire 
completed by Hotchkiss: 

Which program do you work for? 

Saginaw Chippewa Academy 

What is your title? Third Grade Teacher 

What is your favorite part of working in 
this department? I love how much I get to 


leam about the culture. And it is even more 
exciting watching the students leam and 
use their language. 

How long have you worked for the 
Education Department? This is my fourth 
year teaching. I started in August 2011. 

What is your funniest memory in work- 
ing with our students? My first year teach- 
ing, I had a very small group of mostly boys. 
It was very difficult to find something they 
were interested in. One day, the students 
were illustrating their writer’s notebook 
cover. For inspiration, I told them to draw 
something that represented who they were 
or what they were interested in. One of my 
students drew a piece of fried chicken. To 
this day, whenever I see this student (who is 


not in 6th grade) I always picture his draw- 
ing of a fried chicken leg. 

When you were younger, what did you 
want to be when you grew up? I always 
knew I wanted to be a teacher, I thought 
grading papers looked like fun. 

Something people may not know about 
you. I have a 7-month-old daughter, Hadley. 

What is your favorite movie? Fried Green 
Tomatoes 

What is your favorite food? Pizza 

Thank you so much for being such an inte- 
gral part of our education team! We appre- 
ciate you! 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


SCA Teacher Kara Hotchkiss (left) 
accepts her award from Tribal 
Education Administrative Assistant 
II Christina Halliwill. 


Youth LEAD department makes 
presentations at local schools 



Courtesy of Kari Klouse 


Youth Empowerment Aide Raymond Shenoskey presented the story of the 
powwow dmm for all the 1st grade classes at Pullen Elementary in Mount 
Pleasant, Mich. Leadership Apprentice Dan Jackson also shared the story 
of the flute and the story of the Bones game and showed the kindergarten 
students in Mrs. Nieporte's how to play the game. 

Raymond and LeRoy Shenoskey traveled to Mary McGuire Elementary 
and shared a drum presentation. Raymond also performed a hoop dance for 
all the students. Outreach Worker Debbie Peterson made frybread and shared 
Indian tacos for the entire school. 

Youth Empowerment Aide Gloria Mulbrecht created a showcase display 
at Pullen Elementary which contained her artifacts, regalia and books. 




l West Intermediate J 

■ 

L Renaissance J 


The following students earned a spot 
on the Honor Roll for the first trimes- 
ter: Esme Bailey. Quinnlan Burger, Karen 
Chippewa, Lucas Dye, Alyssa Finch, 
Julian Flory, Cory Gaskill, Hunter Genia, 
Gabriel Jackson, Makayla Jackson, Walker 
Jackson-Pelcher, Jarrad Johnson, Treazure 
Jones, Madison Kennedy-Kequom, Dylan 
Klein, Jessee Mandoka, Molly Mandoka, 
Nova Mandoka, Calvin Parish, Aleeya 
Peters, Katheryn Pierce, Mastella Quaderer, 
Tyrone Rios, Aliana Seybert, Owen Smith, 
Shaylyn Sprague, Kyra Trofatter, Lindsay 
Watters and Carlee Williams. Honorable 
Mentions: Joe Quintero and Christopher 
Ramirez. The following students earned 
perfect attendance for the first trimester: 
Julian Flory, Jose Garcia, Gabriel Jackson, 
Makayla Jackson, Madison Kennedy- 
Kequom, Hunter Kequom, Dylan Klein, 
Jessee Mandoka, Molly Mandoka, Nova 
Mandoka, Owen Smith, Alleya Peters, 
Will Potter, Tyrone Rios, Racheal Roberts, 
Aliana Seybert, Owen Smith, Shaylyn 
Sprague and Richie Vaquera. 

**This trimester broke a nine-year 
record with a total student GPA aver- 
age of 2.509 and 29 students making the 
honor roll. 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dance for November: Gabriel Steele, Greg Steele, 
Glendon Bennett, Brysen Chamberlain-Fish, Isaiah 
Hill, Josiah Hill, Katie Pigeon, Cordelia McDaniel, 
Kathlyn Dunn-Anderson, Kaylee Bigford, Jonna 
Mejia, Sway Mandoka, Jayne Starkey, Rayleigh 
Bennett, Jersie Bennett and Samara Hinmon. 


Mount Pleasant FIS 


The following students earned a 3.0 GPA or 
higher for the first six weeks: Chyna Bergevin, 
Simone Bigford, Isaak Bmce, Miles Bussler, 
Allen Crockett, Rebecca Curtis, Kendra Cyr, 
Zebulun Hampton, Ciara Henry, Loma Jackson, 
Dominic Kampf, Sydnee Kopke, Nia Lewis, 
Jaclyn Matthews, *Onica Miller, Edgar Peters, 
Kataya Peters, Kristin Peters, Shailyn Pontiac, 
Milan Quigno-Gmndahl, Warren Ricketts, Hailey 
Ritter, Isaiah Ruffino, Brandy Russell, Elissa 
Schlegel, Sully Schlegel, Dajia Shinos, Phoenix 
Slater-Snowden, Callista Sowmick, Eli Starkey, 
Jeffrey Vasquez, *Destiny Wetherbee and Tanner 
Williams. * Indicates students earned a 4.0 GPA 
for the first six weeks. The following students 
earned the attendance incentive for the first 
Trimester: Simone Bigford, Tyler Chippeway, 
Jordan Heinrich, Nodin Jackson, Yasmin Pelcher- 
Arias, Shailyn Pontiac, Lesley Simental, Phoenix 
Slater-Snowden and Destiny Wetherbee. 


McGuire 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dance for November: Phoebe Defeyter, Simon 
Quigno, Caleb Kequom, Jacob Quigno-Grundahl, 
Hazen Shinos, Christopher Bartow, Skylar 
Leaureaux, Giizhig Martell, Kentae Floiy, Aaron 
Graveratte, Adrien Gross, Josie Isham, Uniqa 
Munoz, Shenanrose Pontiac, Taleah Pelcher, John 
Stevens, Makayla Stevens, Riley Chamberlain, 
Mackenzie Burger, Zheesheeb Compo, Tayden 
Davis, Jasmine Isham, Ivan Munoz, Jesse Ritter- 
Bollman and Isaiah Harris. 


Shepherd 


The following elementary students earned per- 
fect attendance for October: Tierra Ash, Nevaeh 
Badger, Aiyana Brass, Dayton Brass, Jonathan 
Cogswell, Sadie Cogswell, Sabashtion Davis, 
Lily Dean, Tyler Linville, Malayla Marko, Layla 
Pigeon, Andee Raphael, Maya Ryan, Madalynn 
Sineway, Olivia Sineway, Anjelina Smith, Bree 
Sprague, Aanzhenii Starkey and Logan VanOrden. 
The following middle school students earned 
perfect attendance for the first marking period: 
Aiyanah Borton, Taylor Burton, Sienna Chatfield, 
Luciano Escamilla, Nakisha Floyd, Zackary 
Lezan, Uriah Main, Michael Pelcher, James Perry, 
Camron Scarlott-Pelcher and Emma VanHom. 
The following middle school students earned a 
3.0 GPA or higher in the first marking period: 
Aiyanah Borton, Taylor Burton, Sienna Chatfield, 
Luciano Escamilla, Jasmyne Jackson, Adrianna 
Letts, Zachary Lezan, Kobun Neyome, Madison 
Pelcher, Antonio Purifoy, Thomas Romero, 
Camron Scarlott-Pelcher, Matthew Smith and 
Emma VanHom. The following high school stu- 
dents earned perfect attendance for the first 
marking period: Leo Bennett, Jarek Chamberlain, 
Taylor Cogswell, Skyler Neyome, Brenden Odem, 
Alicia Raphael, Carina Romero, Kara Sanders, 
Taylor Seegraves and Joey Sineway. The follow- 
ing high school students earned a 3.0 GPA or 
higher in the first marking period: Leo Bennett, 
Jarek Chamberlain, Hayley Cogswell, Taylor 
Cogswell, Jacob Jackson, Maggie Jackson, Zack 
Jackson, Devyn McKeever, Arionna Mejia, Tina 
Neyome, Dia Niezgoda, Wabaa Pelcher, Alicia 
Raphael, Sabrina Romero, Vanessa Romero, Kara 
Sanders, Jordan Seegraves, Allyssa Shawboose, 
Joey Sineway, Abbey Sura and Scott Sura. 


Pullen 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dance for November: Madison Isham, Remy 
Weldon, Logan Bird, Caleb Burger, Jada 
Fallis, Trevor Isham, Miikawadizi Prout, Isaiah 
Rodriquez, Hope Stevens, Damey’n Weldon, 
Bailey Burger, Ryan Flaugher, Whisper Mandoka, 
Leonard Pamp-Ettinger, Dixie Voyles, Tavia 
Agosto, Arianna Altiman, Kadenn Rose, Emily 
Stevens and La’ Anna Tmdeau. 


Saginaw Chippewa 
Academy 


The following students earned Student 
of the Month for November: Brihanna 
Dunham, Syriana Smith, Albert Trepanier, 
Riana Chippewa, Kaley Davis, Floyd Sehl, 
Chelsea Pelcher and Lars George. The follow- 
ing students earned perfect attendance for 
November: Armani Marko, Jaycee Sheahan- 
Kahgegab, Lillian Loonsfoot, Zhaabwii Pamp- 
Ettinger, Joshua Velasquez, Joseph Jackson, 
Robbie Pamp-Ettinger, Liam Arbogast, Gracin 
Montoya, Kayana Pelcher, Sandra Slater, Isabella 
Arbogast, Dakota McQueen, Karma Pelcher- 
Scarlott, Landen Rowlett, Robert Saunders, 
Tawny Jackson, Rodney Miller, Thomas Pelcher, 
Felicia Saunders, Anastasia Lada, Foster 
Crampton, Adam Saboo and Lars George. The 
following students turned in all homework 
for November: Ahjinees Osawabine, Angelo 
Leaureaux, Erius Mena, Eva Reyes, Jayden 
Ramirez, Joseph Jackson, Joshua Velasquez, 
Kaleb Potter, Prentiss Jones, Liam Arbogast, 
Syriana Smith, David Jackson, Gizhep Miller- 
Hosier, Albert Trepanier, Alex Grice, Charles 
Trepanier, Gracie David, Inara Curry, Kayana 
Pelcher, Maiingan Miller-Hosier, Red Arrow 
LaLonde, Sandra Slater, Landon Pelcher-Harless, 
Isabella Arbogast, Riana Chippewa, Meadow 
David, Bela Magnell, Dakota McQueen, Adriana 
Paul, Anita Pelcher, Karma Pelcher- Scarlott, 
Landen Rowlett, Robert Saunders, Kyleigh 
Scarlott, Alexis Trepanier, Kaley Davis, Angela 
Hawkins-Gonzalez, Rodney Miller, Quenten 
Rolfes, Joshua Wemigwans, Julianna Garcia, 
Tavia Kahgegab, Annie Lada, Layla Paul, 
Lindsay Paul and Alberta Trepanier, Chelsea 
Pelcher, Liberty Morland and Matthew Quaderer. 


Do you have an SCA Alumni Success Story? 

We would love for you to share them with us. The SCIT Education Department 
is accepting submissions of your success stories. If you were a former student, 
your child was a former student or somebody you know was a former student 
of the Saginaw Chippewa Academy, we want to celebrate their success. 

Please answer and submit the following questions: 

• Students Name: • Story of Success 

• Years Attended SCA • How did SCA help you acheive the success? 

Please send your completed answers to: 

SCIT Education Department Or email your submission to: 

7070 E. Broadway Rd. challiwill@sagchip.org 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
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The 2014 SCA Winter 
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Program presents: "An Anishnaabe Carol" 



Observer photo by Matthew Wright 


Elves from the first grade make a point as they 
perform "Akiiwezii is Coming to Town" on stage 
during the 2014 SCA Winter Program. 


M ATTHEW WRIGH T 

Staff Writer 

Christmas spirit and 
Anishnaabe pride filled the 
Entertainment Hall of the 
Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort on Thursday Dec. 
18. The Saginaw Chippewa 
Academy’s Winter Program 
featured students from pre-K 
through 6th grade. 

The show was comprised of 
the classes singing in both the 
English and Anishnaabemowin 
languages. The main theme 
behind the production was 
“An Anishnaabe Carol”, the 
Anishnaabe version of Charles 
Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol”. 


The show started with a video 
presentation from the students 
of the Sasiwaans Immersion 
School. The students gave sev- 
eral spirited renditions of songs 
in Anishnaabemowin. 

Masters of Ceremony, Interim 
Education Director Melissa 
Montoya and SCA Principal 
Marcella Mosqueda welcomed 
everyone to the winter program. 

“Welcome to our 2014 SCA/ 
Sasiwaans Winter Program,” 
Montoya said. “They would 
not let us see what will hap- 
pen here tonight... They said 
to emcee, because it’s going to 
be awesome!” 

Between songs, cultural 
teachings were narrated by 
Matthew J. Sprague. 


The third grade class started 
a rendition of the song Jingle 
Bell Rock, before being inter- 
rupted by the stage going 
dark and the sound of a thun- 
derstorm. The Spirit of the 
Anishnaabe Messenger joined 
the class on stage with an 
important cultural teaching 
before leading the students in 
an Anishnaabemowin song. 

Montoya asked the audi- 
ence if they read the accom- 
panying subtitles during 
the Anishnaabe messengers 
teaching. 

“Very powerful, proud to 
be an Anishnaabe,” she said. 
“That’s what your children are 
learning at SCA... their lan- 
guage and how to be proud of 
who they are.” 


Three more Spirit Messengers 
joined the children on stage 
throughout the concert: Spirits 
of Anishnaabe Past, Present 
and Future. 



Observer photo by Matthew Wright 


The Anishnaabe 
Messenger appeared 
on stage to share 
important teachings. 



Observer photo by Matthew Wright 


The pre-K class members take to the SECR Entertainment 
Hall stage to sing "The Birth of Nanabush". 



Observer photo by Matthew Wright 


The SCA third grade class choir performs a Christmas 
carol in Ojibwe Anishnaabemowin. 


SCA Culture/Language Curriculum Night honors two SCA alumni 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

AOVWS Member David Perez and Interim 
Education Director Melissa Montoya awards 
Karen Chippewa with an Eagle Feather for her 
outstanding grades and academic success. 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Ethan Hunt, SCA alumnus, was awarded 
an Eagle Feather for excelling in school 
and stepping up to care for his family after 
the loss of his father. 


NATALIE SH ATTUC K 

Editor 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Academy hosted its Culture/ 
Language Curriculum Night 
on Thursday, Dec. 11 from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Interim Education Director 
Melissa Montoya welcomed 
the students, parents and fam- 
ilies to the SCA event. 

“I’m so happy to see so many 
supportive faces,” Montoya said 
to the guests in the packed room. 

Anishinabe Culture and 
Language Teacher Aaron Chivis 
explained courses taught at SCA. 

Montoya said SCA presents 
a strong cultural identify and 


contains teachers who under- 
stand the traditions, while giv- 
ing each student individual- 
ized one-on-one attention. 

“I wanted to change this 
school into something that 
belongs to the community,” 
Montoya said. “And I wanted 
to set the standards high.” 

Two Eagle Feathers were 
presented to two SCA alumni: 
Karen Chippewa and Ethan 
Hunt, who are both considered 
positive role models to youth. 

“Here at SCA, we don’t 
hope for success, we expect 
it,” Montoya said. 

Karen currently has a 3.9 
GPA and is on track for a 4.0. 

Karen was always shy, but 


she picked up quickly on the 
language and got along with 
students, Montoya said. 


Montoya’s former student 
in Culture & Language class, 
Ethan Hunt, also received 
an Eagle Feather for being a 
great influence. 

Ethan has taken on a huge role 
for the family since his father, 
Eric Hunt, passed away. He also 


keeps up with his grades and has 
been doing great in school. 

The drummers performed an 
Honor Song, a meal was served 
and students and parents were 
welcome to visit the various 
tables set up for different crafts 
and activities. 





Day-Winters, PLLC 


■ Criminal Law • Drunk Driving • License Restoration 

■ Family Law • Divorce • Child Support 

■ Tribal Law • Probate Matters • Federal Cases 


Free initial consultation I Payment options available 

989 - 779-9991 


306 E. Broadway St., Suite 4, Mt Pleasant 


daywinters@gmail.com 



The Ziibiwing Cultural Society Board of Directors needs to 
fill a 2-year term vacancy. Please submit a letter of interest 
and resume to: 

Shannon Martin 

6650 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 48858 
or email smartin@sagchip.org 


^ The Midwest's Premier American Indian Museum 

w ziibiwing Center 6650 e. Broadway • mt. pleasant, mi 

Ml <4 V Museum: 989-775-4750 • www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing 

WEBSTORE: 989-775-4783 • WWW.NATIVEDIRECT.COM 
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Housing Department provides timely information on energy efficiency for winter 



Observer photos by Joseph Sowmick 


Consumers Energy Outreach Coordinator Darlene Kusterer 
is interviewed for the 11 p.m. 9 and 10 newscast by Field 
Reporter Eric Floyd. 



Observer photos by Joseph Sowmick 


Consumers Energy Project Lead Educator Doug Symons 
demonstrates his light display as an educational tool. 


J OSEPH V. SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

As the winter weather starts to 
come in full force, electricity and 
heating costs can rob a family of 
a lot of money. Environmental 
education and awareness is 
important, and the Saginaw 
Chippewa Housing Department 
and Housing Manager April 
Borton has taken the lead by 
bringing in presenters from the 
Consumers Energy’s Helping 
Neighbors Program. 

“This workshop was an 
exciting event for Housing 
to present, as we always look 
for opportunities to collabo- 
rate with various agencies for 
the benefit of our residents,” 
Borton said. “The workshop 
was a chance to both improve 
the living environments of 
our residents as well as pro- 
vide them with a way to save 
money. Consumers performed 
energy assessments on each of 
our rental units and supplied 
the residents with feedback as 
to how they can cut their util- 
ity costs. We will be conduct- 
ing many more events with 
Consumers Energy and other 
agencies in the future.” 

Outreach Coordinator 
Darlene Kusterer is an autho- 
rized Consumers Energy 
Contractor and mentions their 
goal is to improve the energy 
efficiency and comfort of each 
home and to help families save 
on their monthly bills. 



Observer photos by Joseph Sowmick 


SCIT Housing Manager 
April Borton thanks the 
community for coming 
before everyone enjoys 

some homemade frybread 
and chili. 

“Working through the 
Saginaw Chippewa Housing 
staff provided the opportunity 
for Consumers Energy to ful- 
fill its promise to help improve 
the quality of life for our cus- 
tomers and the communities 
we serve,” Kusterer said. “We 
commend the Tribe for taking 
the initiative to make the con- 
tact with Consumers Energy’s 
Helping Neighbors Program 
and providing free energy effi- 
ciency upgrades to their rental 
homes.” 

Kusterer commended Borton 
and her staff on “leading the 
community in the steward- 
ship on energy efficiency by 
example.” 

Consumers Energy Project 
Lead Educator Doug Symons 


believes if you combine all the 
small, simple energy efficiency 
steps, it can result in some big 
savings in the long run. 

“We can demonstrate that 
through the compact fluo- 
rescent light (CFL) teaching 
module where we show one 
incandescent bulb can use 
more energy that four CFL or 
light emitting diode lights,” 
Symons said. “I realize those 
bulbs may cost more than the 
cheaper incandescent, but in 
the long run and the extended 
life of the bulb, the savings 
can make up to a 75 percent 
difference in comparison.” 

Other money saving ideas 
included using cold water 
detergents formulated for a 
cold water wash (saving on 
hot water), using socket and 
switch foam sealers for draft 
entering through outlets and 
electrical areas and utilizing 
a programmable thermostat to 
regulate your home tempera- 
ture when you are not there. 

“I also try to encourage people 
who look at items with clocks 
and those electrical devices that 
are always plugged in and con- 
stantly using energy when prod- 
ucts aren’t in full use,” Symons 
said. “Many power strips allow 
switchable outlets to guard 
against this energy loss and many 
energy efficient electronic equip- 
ment and appliances proudly dis- 
play the ‘energy star’ icon.” 

Top designated energy 
“vampires” found in homes 
include (ranking number one 


to five) computers, televisions, 
surround sound equipment, 
cable television boxes and any 
appliance that requires a clock. 

SCIT Public Relations 
Manager Marcella Hadden was 
on hand to coordinate the 9 and 


10 news crew with reporter 
Eric Floyd. 

“I can see where the infor- 
mation is valuable and by 
doing some simple things like 
putting plastic over window 
drafts will help,” Hadden said. 


2015 Powwow 

Date Change 

The 2015 Powwow will be held on 

July 24, 25 & 26 


Saginaw Chippewa Behavioral Health Services 

Now offering intake and counseling appointments at Saganing 


A Behavioral Health therapist is at Saganing Tribal Center two days per month. 


To schedule an appointment, please contact Behavioral Health Programs front office 
at 989.775.4850 


Behavioral Health Program offers a variety of services including: 


• Outpatient Counseling 

• Helping Healer 

• Acupuncture 

• Psychiatric Services 


• Intensive Outpatient Program 

• Residential Treatment Center 

• Drivers License Evaluations 

• BatterersTntervention Group 


• Case Management 

• Domestic Violence Services 

• School Based Consulting Clinician 

• Womens Support Group 



WANTED 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

William L. Antrobius 



Specializing in: Tribal Law, and Federal Indian Law; 
Overturning Prior State of Michigan Criminal Convictions For Lack 
of Jurisdiction; Appeals to Tribal, and State Courts; Tribal 
Disenrollment Cases in Tribal Court; Criminal Cases, Juvenile 
Cases, Civil Rights, and Child Removal Cases; Michigan Prisoner 
Housing Collection Actions in State Court 


Experience: Former Prosecuting Attorney Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan, and Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the 
Flathead Indian Reservation; Former Public Defender Assiniboine 
Sioux Tribe; Criminal Defense Attorney 


Tribal Affiliation: Member of the Six Nations Tribe, Ontario Canada 



Contact: (989) 772-6277 
1 13 W. Broadway, Suite 240 
Mt. Pleasant MI 48858 




“Im aware of him all night, I would 
know if he had trouble breathing ” 

“ It’s safe and natural when breas feeding 
to have baby in bed with you” 

“I keep the covers away from his face” 


“I put pillows next to him so he wont roll off’ 
“I slept with all my babies and they were fine” 
“She is so comfortable on the soft couch” 

“She likes to be really warm” 


Have you had these thoughts when putting an infant to sleep 
somewhere other than in a crib, on their back? 

. . .so did the parents of the 120 infants who died last year in Michigan sleeping in an adult bed, on a couch, 
with too many covers, faced down, or in some other unsafe way. Any baby in an adult bed is at risk for 
suffocation from covers, pillows other bedding, or being rolled on or smothered. 

Accidents can happen to any family. The safest 
way for infants to sleep is alone, on their back, 
in a crib in their parents’ room, without extra 
blankets or any toys in the crib. 

Every baby counts, every sleep time counts. 

Make an informed choice about where your baby sleeps. 

More info at: www.michigan.gov/safesleep 
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SCTC recognizes Jerome Pigeon Jr., a recent graduate of Central Michigan University 


MARYPELCHER 

Extension Coordinator 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal College would like to 
acknowledge and congratu- 
late Jerome Pigeon Jr. on the 


accomplishment of graduat- 
ing Cum Laude from Central 
Michigan University in 
Mount Pleasant, Mich. 

Jerome earned a Bachelors 
of Science in anthropology 
where he focused on four sub- 
fields: cultural, biological, 


linguistics and archaeology. 

Jerome plans to further 
his education, he has been 
accepted into CMU's Cultural 
Resources Management 
Master's Program, beginning 
in the spring 2015 semester. 

Jerome is a member of the 


Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe of Michigan. He is a 
2011 graduate of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal College 
where he received an Associate 
of Arts in liberal arts. 

Congratulations to Jerome 
and his family. 



Jerome Pigeon Jr. 



SCTC ~ 2015 SPRING SEMESTER CLASSES 


2014-2015 Academic Calendar 
2014 Fall Semester 

March 31 1 Registration opens for Fall 2014 semester 

August 18, 19, 20 1 Late registration (Fee $25) 

August 20 1 Last day to register for classes 

August 25 1 Fall classes begin 

August 28 1 Drop/add ends 

September 1| Labor day (no classes) 

September 17 1 Constitution day 

October 20 1 Registration opens for Spring 2015 

semester 

October 31 1 Last day for Fall Withdraw 

November 26 1 Thanksgiving break begins at 5 pm 

December 1| Classes resume 

December 1| Deadline for Spring 2015 Graduation 

application 

December 5 1 Fall classes end 
December 8-12 1 Exam week 
December 19 1 Spring registration ends 
2015 Spring Semester 
January 7, 8, 9| Late registration (Fee $25) 

January 9 1 Last day to register for classes 
January 12 1 Spring classes begin 
January 15 1 Drop/add ends 
January 19 1 MLKJr. day (no classes) 

March 6| Spring Break begins at 5 pm 
March 16 1 Classes resume 
March 27 1 Last day for "W" 

March 30 1 Registration open for Fall 2015 
Mayl| Spring classes end 
May 4-8 1 Exam week 
May 14 1 SCTC Graduation 

ATTENTION NEW STUDENTS 

You must complete a Compass Test, and have a complete 
file, in order to register for classes. 

Please call 775-4123 to set up your 
Compass Test. 


2274 Enterprise Drive 
Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858 


Code 

Course Title 

Cr 

Day 

Location 

Time 

Instructor 

ACC 116 

Accounting Principles II 

3 

T 

West 1 

5:30-8:20 

Corlis 

ART 111 

Beadwork 

3 

T/R 

West 1 

1:30-2:50 

TBD 

BIO 105* 

Intro to Biology 

3 

T/R 

Science Building 

10:00-11:20 

Calhoun 

BIO 105A* 

Biology Lab-Section 1 

2 

R 

Science Building 

12:00-1:50 

Calhoun 

BIO 105A* 

Biology Lab-Section 2 

2 

w 

Science Building 

3:00-4:50 

Calhoun 

BUS 110 

Introduction to Business 

3 

T/R 

West 2 

10:00-11:20 

Gotaas 

BUS 160 

Principles of Supervision 

3 

T/R 

West 2 

11:30-12:50 

Gotaas 

BUS 215 

Business Communications 

3 

M 

West 1 

5:30-8:20 

Corlis 

BUS 295 

Strategic Management Capstone 

3 

T/R 

West 2 

2:30-3:50 

Gotaas 

CPT 112 

Intro to Computer Technology 

4 

T/R 

Computer Lab 

10:00-11:20 

Corlis 

ENG 096 

Reading Comprehension 

3 

T/R 

East 3 

11:30-12:50 

Luna-Gagnon 

ENG 098 

Basic Writing 1 

3 

M/W 

Computer Lab 

1:00-2:20 

D. Miller 

ENG 099 

Basic Writing II 

3 

M/W 

Computer Lab 

10:00-11:20 

D. Miller 

ENG 101* 

Composition 1 

3 

M/W 

East 3 

11:30-12:50 

TBD 

ENG 102* 

Composition II 

3 

M/W 

Computer Lab 

2:30-3:50 

TBD 

ENG 130 

Public Speaking 

3 

T/R 

West 2 

1:00-2:20 

TBD 

GEL 101* 

Geology 

3 

M/W 

Science Building 

10:00-11:20 

Miller 

GEL 101A* 

Geology Lab 

2 

M/W 

Science Building 

11:30-12:20 

Miller 

HUM 230 

American Popular Culture 

3 

T/R 

Computer Lab 

1:30-2:50 

Luna-Gagnon 

HUM 291 

Special Topics-Apocalypse In America 

3 

M/W 

West 2 

TBD 

Clark-Tuzas 

HUM 299A 

Liberal Arts Capstone 

3 

F 

Computer Lab 

10:00-12:50 

TBD 

MTH 095 

Fundamentals of Math 

3 

M/W 

East 3 

1:00-2:20 

TBD 

MTH 099 

Beginning Algebra 

4 

M/W 

West 1 

10:00-11:20 

TBD 

MTH 105* 

Intermediate Algebra 

4 

T/R 

West 1 

11:30-1:20 

Rich 

MTH 120* 

Quantitative Reasoning 

3 

T/R 

East 3 

3:00-4:20 

Rich 

MTH 145* 

Calculus 1 

5 

M-R 

East 2 

10:00-11:10 

Rich 

MTH 230* 

Introduction to Statistics 

3 

M/W 

Computer Lab 

11:30-12:50 

Rich 

NAS 218 

NA Environmental Issues 

3 

M/W 

Science Building 

1:30-2:50 

Calhoun 

NAS 260 

Anishnaabe History 

3 

M/W 

East 2 

3:00-4:20 

Slattery 

NAS 263 

Contemporary NA Issues 

3 

M/W 

East 2 

12:00-1:20 

Slattery 

NAS 280 

NA Philosophical Thought 

3 

T/R 

East 2 

3:00-4:20 

Slattery 

OJB 101 

Ojibwa Language 1 

3 

M/W 

West 2 

1:30-2:50 

Roy 

OJB 102* 

Ojibwa Language II 

3 

M/W 

West 2 

3:00-4:20 

Roy 

OJB 201* 

Ojibwa Language III 

3 

T/R 

East 3 

1:30-2:50 

Roy 

OJB 202* 

Ojibwa Language IV 

3 

T/R 

East 3 

3:00-4:20 

Roy 

PHL 212 

Intro to Ethics 

3 

T/R 

East 2 

12:00-1:20 

Slattery 

PHY 101* 

General Physics 1 

3 

T/R 

Science Building 

5:30-6:50 

Majorski 

PHY 101 A* 

General Physics Lab 

2 

T/R 

Science Building 

7:00-7:50 

Majorski 

SOC 101 

Intro to Sociology 

3 

W 

West 1 

5:30-8:20 

Ruhl 

SOC 120 

Contemporary Social Problems 

3 

M/W 

EAST 3 

10:00-11:20 

Swarthout 

SOC 240 

Gender and Social Roles 

3 

M/W 

West 1 

1:30-2:50 

Swarthout 

SDV 099 

Academic Methods 

3 

M/W 

West 1 

11:30-12:50 

Swarthout 

SPN 101 

Spanish 1 

3 

T/R 

East 3 

10:00-11:20 

Luna-Gagnon 

*Check co-requisite or pre-requisite requirements 

M = 

: Monday W = Wednesday 

M/W = Monday & Wednesday 



T = 

Tuesday 

R = Thursday 

T/R = Tuesday & Thursday 

www.sagchip.edu 



M-R = Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 


989-775-4123 
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Little Big Town delivers a taste of “boondocks” to Mount Pleasant 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Little Big Town (left to right: Jimi Westbrook, Kimberly Schlapman, Phillip Sweet and Karen 
Fairchild) performed many of their greatest hits, along with new songs from the “Pain Killer” album. 


N ATALIE SHA TTUCK 

Editor 

Country music fans of all ages 
traveled to the Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort on Dec. 6 for 
the sold-out Little Big Town 
and Brett Eldredge concert. 

Rising to national success 
in 2013 with his number one 
single “Don’t Ya”, 28-year-old 
Brett Eldredge has been deliver- 
ing the hits ever since. 


Eldredge performed “Tell 
Me Where To Park” and the 
2014 number one single on 
the Country Airplay chart, 
“Beat of the Music”. 

“This is a new song I 
put out not too long ago,” 
Eldredge said. “There’s 
something special about a 
Michigan girl, and this is 
how much you mean to me.” 

“Mean To Me” was released 
in July 2014 as his fifth single 
and the fourth single 
from the album “Bring 
You Back”. 

Eldredge’s energetic 
show set the mood for 
award-winning country 
sensations Little Big 
Town. 

The lights in the 
Entertainment Hall 
went out. The backdrop 
screen lit, opened in 
half and there appeared 
the members of Little 
Big Town; Karen 
Fairchild, Kimberly 
Schlapman, Jimi 

Westbrook and Phillip 
Sweet, stirring audi- 
ence shrieks. 

Performing 12 of the 
13 songs from their sixth 
album “Pain Killer” 
(2014), Little Big Town 
began with the lead sin- 
gle “Day Drinking”. 


“Pain Killer” introduces a new, 
mature sound for LBT, while con- 
tinuing to showcase their flawless 
four-part vocal harmonies. 

Presenting most songs in the 
album’s order, “Quit Breaking 
Up With Me”, “Tumble and 
Fall”, “Pain Killer”, “Girl Crush”, 
“Faster Gun”, “Good People”, 
“Live Forever”, “Things You 
Don’t Think About”, “Stay All 
Night”, “Save Your Sin” and 
“Turn The Lights On” were just 
the right mix of upbeat, mellow, 
moving and catchy tunes. 

“We’re so excited about 
coming back here because last 
time you were one of our best 
crowds,” Schlapman said to the 
SECR audience. 

LBT slowed down the 
tempo with “Bring It On 
Home” after the lively “On 


Fire Tonight”. “Little White 
Church” featured a skilled 
electric guitar solo. 

A fan in the front row held up 
a sign reading “19th LBT show, 
let’s take a picture!” Being as 
humble as they are, LBT brought 
him on stage to take a picture. 
The fan requested a song not on 
their set list, but Fairchild sang 
bits of “Your Side of the Bed” 
for him nonetheless. 

LBT really connected with 
the crowd with their meaning- 
ful lyrics, interactions, and they 
even walked into the crowd, 
snapping “selfies” with fans. 

Other songs performed 
include “Sober”, “Front Porch 
Thing”, Fleetwood Mac’s “The 
Chain” and “Tornado”. 

The audience was thrilled 
to hear LBT’s first number 


one and summer-loving 
song “Pontoon”. 

LBT’s signature song 
“Boondocks” (2005) was 
the encore. The up-tempo 
“Boondocks” displays rural 
pride with lyrics, “I feel no 
shame, I’m proud of where 
I came from/I was bom and 
raised in the boondocks”. 

According to littlebigtown. 
com, “Pain Killer” covers all 
new territory for LBT. The band, 
along with its writing and produc- 
tion partners favored multi-lay- 
ered effects. Influences emerged 
from vintage ‘50s country, ‘70s 
country, funk, groove, a cappella, 
bluegrass and rock ‘n’ roll. 

Their music has something 
for everyone, as they certainly 
proved during their Mount 
Pleasant return. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

28-year-old Brett Eldredge 
rose to national success in 
2013 with his number one 
single “Don’t Ya”. Eldredge 
delivers his hits to the Dec. 6 
SECR sold-out crowd. 


SECR return “feels 


like the first time” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Keyboardist Michael Bluestein and drummer Chris 
Frazier rock out to “Double Vision” as bassist Jeff 
Pilson takes center stage. 


Foreigner’s 

NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

If their backstage energy and 
chemistry was any indication 
of what was ahead onstage, 
the audience was in for a great 
show. The spirited members of 
Foreigner were friendly, down- 
to-earth, and they weren’t 
afraid to joke with their fans 
during the meet and greet 
before the Dec. 12 Soaring 
Eagle Casino & Resort show. 

It didn’t take long into 
the show to notice the dyna- 
mism and sound each band 
member shaped was incred- 
ible. Foreigner began with the 
Billboard Hot 100 No. 2 song 


“Double Vision” followed by 
“Head Games”. 

“Just some small things 
I want to point out... in case 
you didn’t know, in case you 
haven’t been around; tonight 
is a rock ‘n’ roll show, people,” 
said lead singer Kelly Hansen. 

Current Foreigner band 
members Hansen, Chris 
Frazier (drums), Michael 
Bluestein (keyboards, syn- 
thesizer), Jeff Pilson (bass), 
Thom Gimbel (rhythm guitar, 
saxophone, flute, keyboards) 
and Bruce Watson (lead gui- 
tar) blended so well together, 
it is hard to believe they aren’t 
the original members. 

Hansen’s vocals were 
exceedingly comparable to 
the original lead 
singer Lou Gramm. 
Hansen’s ability 
shined in “Cold As 
Ice”, not missing a 
beat as he walked 
into the crowd and up 
onto a section barrier. 

During “Waiting 
For A Girl Like You”, 
the tempo slowed 
down and Hansen said 
he would search the 
crowd for the “most 
romantic couple.” 

Originally an elec- 
tric performance, a 
new arrangement of 
“Say You Will” was 
presented with only 
the keyboard, flute, 
tambourine and two 
acoustic guitars. 


There’s no corrections, no 
auto-tune, no vocal process- 
ing, just real people playing 
real music for you, just like it 
should be, Hansen said. 

Foreigner’s debut single 
“Feels Like the First Time” 
(1977), “Urgent” and “Juke 
Box Hero” were performed. 
Outstanding key and drum 
solos were performed as 
Frazier poured a bottle of 
water onto his drums, stirring 
one artistic water performance. 

“Long, Long Way From 
Home” began the encore. 

Foreigner recently joined 
the GRAMMY Foundation® 
in an effort to help keep music 
education alive in high schools 
throughout the country. The 
band has donated thousands of 
dollars to individual schools and 
to the GRAMMY Foundation®. 

During the concert, 
Foreigner raised money to ben- 
efit the Mount Pleasant High 
School Choir with a $500 grant 
and donation to the GRAMMY 
Foundation® to further their 
efforts for in-school music pro- 
grams in the U.S. 

MPHS Choir members were 
selling Foreigner’s Live Greatest 
Hits CD, featuring all of the 
bands classic hits for $20. All 
funds from the sales are donated 
to the GRAMMY Foundation® 
to help fund this initiative. 

The MPHS Choir joined 
Foreigner for “I Want To Know 
What Love Is”, and the audience 
roared when the choir appeared 
on stage after the first verse. 


The certified platinum single 
“Hot Blooded” closed the show, 
with the audience applauding 
and praising the band. 

Foreigner also donated 
a signed Gibson Les Paul 


guitar. Audience members 
who bought a CD received a 
raffle ticket and were put in 
the guitar drawing. The win- 
ner was announced at the end 
of the concert. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Foreigner frontman and lead 
singer Kelly Hansen ignites the 
sold-out crowd as the “Juke Box 
Heroes” riff through a whole 
catalogue of rock anthems. 



The Mount Pleasant High School Choir, under the direction 
of Choral Director Brandi Brauker, joins Foreigner onstage as 
they sing the seminal ballad “I Want to Know What Love Is”. 
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A "Fluffy" guy makes comedian’s third Soaring Eagle appearance a charm 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Gabriel Iglesias proves that being “Fluffy” in his 
favorite Hawaiian shirt is always in style. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Stand-up comedians come 
and go through Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort regularly. 
However, the truly exceptional 
ones get an opportunity to grace 
the stage multiple times. On 
Nov. 21, Gabriel Iglesias (aka 
“Fluffy”) had another sold-out 
crowd on his third appearance 
to SECR, much to the delight 
of comedy lovers. 

Iglesias was joined by his 
“homies,” fellow comedian 
Martin Moreno (opening 
act and emcee) and “Latino 
Laugh Festival” funnyman 
Alfred Robles. 

“Gabriel Iglesias Presents 
Stand-Up Revolution” pre- 
miered on Comedy Central 
in October 2011 and was one 
of the highest rated stand-up 
series on the network. The 
series starred Iglesias, who 
hosted and performed stand-up 
material and featured an array 
of talented and diverse come- 
dians like Moreno and Robles, 
which he personally selected. 

Both Revolution comics 
were hysterical and offered 
an admirable warm up for the 


headliner everyone was wait- 
ing to see. 

Iglesias has been described 
as a witty, electrifying and tal- 
ented performer, who has the 
ability to consistently deliver 
a uniquely hilarious comedy 
experience. His high-octane 
show is a sure-fire hit; a mix- 
ture of storytelling, parodies, 
characters and sound effects 
that bring all his personal expe- 
riences to life. His unique and 
animated comedy style has 


made him popular among fans 
of all ages. 

Iglesias’ first two DVD spe- 
cials “Hot & Fluffy” and “I’m 
Not Fat. . .I’m Fluffy” have sold 
more than one million copies. In 
response to the robust demand, 
Iglesias will recorded a third 
one-hour Comedy Central DVD 
special, “Aloha Fluffy” that 
was an instant hit on Comedy 
Central in Spring 2013. 

SECR patron and comedy 
fan Jen Rigterink drove 85 


miles north and made the eve- 
ning a family affair. 

“We have seen many shows 
at the casino; this might be one 
of my favorites,” Rigterink said. 
“We live in Okemos, Mich, and 
this was our fourth time seeing 
Fluffy. I brought my whole fam- 
ily with me who had never heard 
of him and they all fell in love.” 

Iglesias’ numerous television 
credits include Cartoon Network’s 
“The Annoying Orange”, “The 
Tonight Show with Jay Leno”, 
“Conan”, “Jimmy Kimmel Live”, 
FOX’s “Family Guy” and “Good 
Morning America”. Gabriel also 
starred in the Warner Bros, mega- 
hit movie “Magic Mike”. 

Iglesias has two proj- 
ects in the works for 2015, 
“Magic Mike XXL” and “El 
Americano: The Movie”. The 
first international and 3D com- 
puter generated production for 
the Mexican animation stu- 
dio, Animex, is co-produced 
by Olmos Productions, and 
Phil Roman Entertainment. 
It is directed by Ricardo 
Arnaiz and ex-Disney anima- 
tor Mike Kunkel. It is the first 
major animated co-production 
between studios in Mexico and 
the United States. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


“Stand-Up Revolution” 
improv comedian Martin 
Moreno revved the audi- 
ence up into a comic frenzy 
as the opener. 

When Iglesias was asked, 
“what is your strongest qual- 
ity?” he informs “outside of my 
sense of humor, my patience is 
number one!” 

“I never try to rush things 
because then they don’t turn 
out right,” he said on fluffyguy. 
com. “I hang out with a bunch 
of laggers and have yet to snap 
on them for dragging their feet. 
Anyone else would have left 
them behind.” 


“MOONWALKER: The Reflection of Michael” performs Jackson’s greatest hits 


N ATA L IE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

The Soaring Eagle Casino 
& Resort presented 
“MOONWALKER: The 

Reflection of Michael” on 
Wednesday, Nov. 26. “The 
World’s Premiere Michael 


Jackson Tribute Show” featured 
live vocals, a live band and back- 
up dancers in dedication to the 
King of Pop. 

Taking on the role of Michael 
Jackson was Brandon Johnson 
from Chicago. According to 
the MOONWALKER web- 
site, the cast includes Grammy 


award winners and multi- 
ple gold recording artists as 
well as performers who have 
toured with superstars such as 
Celine Dion, George Benson, 
Christina Aguilera, Sister 
Sledge and more. 

Since the start of the show 
in August 2009, more than 
150,000 people have attended 
MOONWALKER in sold 
out casinos, theaters, fairs, 
festivals and private events 
throughout the United States 
and internationally, according 
to moonwalkershow.net. 

Countless Michael Jackson 
hits including “Wanna Be 
Startin’ Somethin’”, “Human 
Nature”, “Rock With You”, 
“Don’t Stop ‘Til You Get 
Enough”, “Beat It”, “Black or 
White”, “Smooth Criminal” 


and “The Way You Make Me 
Feel” got the audience dancing 
and reminiscing on the talent 
Jackson brought to the world. 

Back up dancers re-entered 
the stage mid-set in ‘70s out- 
fits and hairstyles surround- 
ing Johnson to perform The 
Jackson 5 songs “I Want You 
Back”, “ABC”, “The Love 
You Save” and “I’ll Be There”. 

The show ended with 
Jackson’s greatest hits including 
“Man in the Mirror”, “Thriller”, 
“Billie Jean” and “Shake Your 
Body Down to the Ground”. 

Last month, the cast of 
MOONWALKER headed to 
North Hollywood, Calif, for 
performances and they are 
scheduled to travel to New 
Mexico and Sacramento, Calif, 
during March 2015 for their act. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Brandon Johnson of Chicago 
pays tribute to Michael 
Jackson by performing his 
greatest hits during the 
“MOONWALKER: Reflections 
of Michael” show. 
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Available for All of Your Central & Northern Michigan Needs! 

No Distance Too Far! | Enjoy Our Wine & Micro Brew Tours In Traverse City! 


Need A Ride? 

We Can Help!! Lift Van Available 

In Vehicle Electronic Credit Card Processing 

For All Major Credit Cards 

VISA 


• Casino Runs 

• Seniors 
•Work 

• Lift Vans 

• Golf Courses 

• Weddings 

• Party Vans 

• Bar Runs 

• Ski Resorts 


• Airport Pickup and Drop Off 

Airline Vouchers Accepted 

• Corporate Accounts Welcomed 

Available with Direct Billing 

• Medical Transportation Services 

With Direct Insurance Billing 


Facebook Us @ Chippewacabalma 


Need a Lawyer to Protect Your Rights? 


Assaults I Drug Charges I Negligent Homicide I Sex Charges I Fraud 
Embezzlement I Theft I Breaking & Entering I Murder Charges 
Domestic Violence I Drunk Driving I Juvenile Offenses 



* Former Prosecutor for Isabella County for 12 years 

* Past President of Prosecuting Attorney Association of Michigan 

* Obtained “Not Guilty” verdicts in Homicide, Sexual Assault 
and Drunk Driving Cases 

* Mt. Pleasant Buyer’s Guide/Morning Sun and CM Life 
Newspaper awarded “People’s Choice Award” 

* Voted #1 “Best Attorney” for the last 13 years in a row! 


Joseph T. Barberi, P.C. Attorneys at Law 


989.773.3423 or 800.336.3523 

2305 Hawthorn Dr, Suite C, Mt. Pleasant 

www.josephbarberi.com 




Summer Moon 


Marcella Hadden 

Owner & Photographer 


Portraits Family Newborn Senior Event Pets Weddings 



(989) 621-4558 C (989) 546-5209 H 

9560 E. Remus Rd. Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858 
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Behavioral Health offers alternative to former RTC clients and recovery community 


JOSEPH V. SOW MICK 

Photojournalist 

In Webster’s New World College 
Dictionary, the term “drop-in” 
is defined an adjective of “pro- 
viding treatment, information, 
or other services to those who 
drop in without appointment or 
referral: a drop-in center for the 
homeless (for example).” 

At the Saginaw Chippewa 
Behavioral Health offices, 
located with the Residential 
Treatment Center, or RTC, 
Substance Abuse Counselor 
Robert Storrer offers a more wel- 
coming definition of “providing 
a physical space for people that 
is comforting and familiar and 
encourages those who walk in 
daily recovery from addiction.” 

“Our drop-in programming is 
based on the Twelve Steps and 


incorporates the cultural and 
traditional teachings as part of 
the healing process,” Storrer 
said. “Residents are exposed to 
the Ojibwe language, ceremo- 
nies, Native values and histori- 
cal contexts through our cultural 
curriculum which is supported 
by our clinical approaches. The 
drop-in groups we offer twice a 
week (Mondays 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
and Fridays 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m.) allow current and former 
RTC clients to have family and 
the local community support 
their recovery. Our goal is to 
foster an example for people in 
recovery to be inclusive rather 
than exclusive when it comes to 
having family and community 
help in their sobriety.” 

Interim Behavioral Health 
Administrator Don MacDonald 
said many seek out different 


treatments for addiction and what 
works for one person may differ 
for another. 

“I say this because since 
there are many paths to recov- 
ery, we try to use the method 
that works best for the person 
seeking recovery we try to 
help personalize their treat- 
ment to also include individual 
and group counseling using a 
variety of therapies including 
cognitive, cognitive behav- 
ioral therapy, EMDR and 
solution focused therapy to 
name a few,” MacDonald said. 
“These approaches along with 
the drop-in group offer posi- 
tive ways to help people help 
themselves to improve the 
quality of their lives.” 

RTC Coordinator Sarah 
Winchell-Gurski said the drop- 
in program provides much 
information on how to navigate 
the challenges of daily absti- 
nence and handouts along with 
treatments of meditation, acu- 
puncture and aromatherapy are 
supported through traditional 
Native medicine and teachings. 

Family Spirit 

JU DY DAV IS 

Nimkee Public Health 

The monthly Family Spirit 
Parent Support Group spon- 
sored by Nimkee Public Health 
Healthy Start will have a new 
look for the month of January. 

“We hope that we will be able 
to reach a broader audience,” 
said Anna Hon, healthy start 
nurse and co-chair of the Family 
Spirit Group. “We have changed 
both the day of the week and the 
time frame.” 

Co-Chair and Healthy Start 
Nurse Helen Williams said 


“At Behavioral Health and 
RTC, we offer a community- 
based program catered to the 
needs of Native Americans 
who want to begin a journey 
of recovery,” Winchell-Gurski 
said. “The drop-in groups were 
started about six months ago 
and have been averaging almost 
15 or more participants each 
session. We are finding it can 
bridge the gap between sup- 
ported living services and inten- 
sive outpatient counseling.” 

Admission criteria for RTC 
requires a client to be 1) free 
from substances for 72 hours, 2) 
free of or under complete control 
of any infectious disease such as 
TB, Hepatitis C, and HIV, 3) must 
be an adult 18 and older, and 4) 
must be registered at Nimkee 
Memorial Wellness Center. 

To be eligible for Behavioral 
Health services, one must be 
a Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Member or a member of another 
federally-recognized Tribe or a 
direct descendent of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe residing 
in the five county service area 


the new day will be the third 
Wednesday of the month at 10 
a.m. until noon. 

“We have changed from a lun- 
cheon to a brunch and are includ- 
ing a craft activity,” Williams 
said. “It is hoped by the group 
that this change will be a better 
fit for young parents.” 

Family Spirit consists of 
parents and caregivers who are 
coming together for support 
and to leam more about caring 
and parenting their little ones 
through the Nimkee Healthy 
Start and Breastfeeding/Diabetes 
Programs. Lessons are based on 


of Isabella, Arenac, Midland, 
Missaukee or Clare counties. 
Prospective clients must also 
have the ability to pay for services 
(currently the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian tribe has grant funds which 
may help with costs). 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Council Chaplain Jennifer 
Wassegijig has attended several 
of the community-based sessions 
and appreciates the support they 
provide families. 

“The drop-in groups allow 
families to be included during 
the path to recovery,” Wassegijig 
said. “It gives everyone an under- 
standing and knowledge about 
addiction and how you can sup- 
port your loved one while encour- 
aging them. Working together as 
a family is very important and 
can help everyone work together 
toward the same goal to have a 
successful recovery.” 

If one is interested in coming 
to the drop-in groups, Residential 
Treatment Program or wants to 
access other Behavioral Health 
services, please call 989 - 775 - 
4850 for more information. 



the Family Spirit curriculum that 
is now being used in the Healthy 
Start program. 

More information about the 
Healthy Start program or the 
Family Spirit Support Group can 
be obtained by contacting either 
Helen Williams at 989 - 775-4621 
or Anna Hon at 989 - 775 - 4616 . 


Fitness 

Resolutions 

at the Nimkee Fitness Center 


A four week program starting on Jan. 12, 2015 

The purpose of this program is to encourage you to set a goal 
that you can maintain during a four week period. We have given 
you three categories to choose from according to your fitness level 
and desires. The following are the categories to choose from 
and are based on the amount of exercise per week: 

• Good Start: Between 60 and 179 minutes per week. 

• Fitness Maniac: Between 180 and 299 minutes per week. 

• Over Achiever: Over 300 minutes per week. 

Win Incentive Prizes! 

You must achieve your goal three out of four weeks to be 
placed in a drawing to win a Fitness Resolution prize! 


Parent Support Group 


A rainbow of healthy, homemade fruit juice gummy snacks 


SALLY VAN CIS E 

Nutritionist 

Many busy parents are on 
the lookout for new ways to 
squeeze extra nutrition into 
their growing kids. Some love 
using a juicer and enjoying 
fresh fruit and veggie juice, but 
it’s not really something quick 
(well it is, but the cleanup...) 

Fruit gummies are one solu- 
tion for getting good nutrition 


in small, portable doses. These 
are filled with the natural vita- 
mins, minerals and essential 
nutrients of fruit! 

These gummies can be 
treated as snacks, treats, des- 
sert - whatever works for you 
and your kids. Test out differ- 
ent juice combinations (includ- 
ing veggie juices) and see what 
you like best. 

I tried three mixtures and 
gave them to the Youth LEAD 


Afterschool Program kids to 
test. I used fresh orange juice 
plus orange juice concen- 
trate; dark cherry juice plus 
cranberry juice concentrate, 
and grape juice with grape 
juice concentrate. 

The kids’ responses? Many 
really liked them, a few did not, 
and some were indifferent. The 
favorite flavor was the cherry/ 
cranberry, followed by the 
orange, and lastly the grape. 


Nimkee Fitness Center Group Exercise Schedule January 2015 


Time 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

10 a.m. 

*Aqua Fit 
Sharon 


*Aqua Fit 
Sharon 


*Aqua Fit 
Sharon 

*Location Change: Aqua Fit will now be held at the Soaring Eagle Waterpark and Hotel 

12:10 p.m. 

Turbo Kick 
Jayme 

Suspension 

Training 

Jayme 

Boot Camp 
Jaden 

Fat Blast 

Jayme 

CrossFitness 

Jaden 

4:15 p.m. 





Fat Blast 

Jayme 

5:10 p.m. 

Fat Blast 

Jayme 

Kick & Step 

Jeni 

Belly Dance 
Deanna 

Power Hour 

Leah 



Fruit Juice Gummy Snacks 

Ingredients: 

• 1 V 2 cups fruit juice, fresh pressed or store-bought (For stronger 
flavor, use just over 1 cup juice and then add enough undiluted concentrate of 
that juice to bring the volume up to equal 1 V 2 cups measure). 

• 4 tablespoons plain gelatin: Four tablespoons usually comes out to 
6 gelatin packets, but it is best to empty the packets into a bowl and 
use a measuring spoon to be most accurate. 

• 2-4 tablespoons raw honey, depending on your preference and how 
sweet your juice is. 

• 1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract or other extract of choice (optional). 



Instructions: 


1. Pour juice into a small saucepan. Sprinkle the gelatin over the top 
and let sit for a few minutes until it starts to “bloom” (it mil get wrinkly 
looking on the surface and all of the white powder from the gelatin will absorb 
into the liquid). When all the gelatin is absorbed, whisk to combine. 

2. Place the saucepan over medium heat on the stove. Let the liquid warm 
through, but never boil. You are looking for the liquid to go from thick 
and batter-like to thin and runny. You want all of the gelatin to dissolve 
(you can test this by dippingyour finger in the liquid and rubbing it against your 
thumb - if ifs smooth, you’re ready; if it’s grainy, keep it on the heat). 

3. Next, whisk in your honey and extract. 

4. Pour into candy molds or a loaf pan and refrigerate for 2-3 
hours or until set. 

5. Remove from molds. If you used the loaf pan, cut your gelatin 
into small squares. 

6. Keep in an airtight container in the refrigerator for 2-3 weeks. 

For the original article go to: http.V/www.modernparentsmessykids. 
com/20 14/04/rainbow-healthy-homemade-gummy-snacks.html 
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The fitness recipe for success in 2015: The tiny habit method 


J ADEN HARMAN 

Fitness Coordinator 

Do you have a New Year’s resolu- 
tion? Maybe getting lean in 4 15? 

Did you get lean in ‘14? If 
you reached or kept your resolu- 
tions in 2014, then congratula- 
tions, you are a part of a small 
minority. What about the rest of 
us who were gung ho about our 
resolutions? What happens? You 
had goals, but weren’t able to sus- 
tain the actions long enough to 
accomplish them. 

I’m not here to deter you from 
making resolutions or setting 
goals for this year. I’m here to 
possibly give you a different per- 
spective in obtaining them. 


The idea isn’t original with 
me. Recently, I read an article 
from the American Council on 
Exercise’s Pro Source (December 
edition) written by BJ Fogg. 
In this article Fogg, a coach 
in behavior change, shares his 
method to making changes or 
reaching goals through what he 
calls “tiny habits”. 

Fogg encourages us to begin 
with picking a habit that we 
WANT to do and make it very 
EASY to accomplish. Often, it 
takes motivation to start a new 
habit, but as he states motiva- 
tion is unreliable, because if the 
habit is too difficult, our motiva- 
tion will probably fail us. So the 
idea is to start with a habit that is 


simple, and it will take little moti- 
vation to accomplish. 

The next point Fogg makes is 
that our emotions create habits. If 
we accomplish a simple task, then 
we feel good about it! We should 
take a second to celebrate in a 
small way when we accomplish 
the small habit. This could be a 
simple word like “victory.” This 
works well because it makes us 
feel like we’re succeeding. 

He then says the key to suc- 
cess is putting your new habit 
after something that is already 
a part of your daily routine. The 

equation is “after I , I 

will ”. For example, 

“after I empty my water glass, 
I will refill it” or “after I use the 


restroom, I will do two pushups.” 
The first part is what Fogg calls 
your anchor moment, because it 
will remind you to do your habit 
next. You must consider how 
your habit is going to fit in your 
life or often your busy schedule. 

The overall goal here is to 
make your habit automatic. If 
you make the habit simple, figure 
out when the habit will take place 
in your day, and celebrate the little 
success, then you will do it again 
and it will become automatically 
a part of your day. If you don’t do 
it, it won’t feel like a normal day 
without it. 

So, how can you apply this 
recipe to fitness? Well, again 
I think a good takeaway is to 


start simple. After I leave work, 
I will walk on the treadmill for 
five minutes. Walking for five 
minutes might not be much, but 
if you commit to a small task; it 
won’t take much motivation to 
get you started. 

The Nimkee Fitness Center 
staff encourages you to start 
small, first come and see us! We 
are now scheduling fitness con- 
sultation with a personal trainer. 
The consultation will help us 
understand where you’re at in 
your journey to wellness and 
will help you reach your goals 
this year. We will help you put 
the “tiny habit” method into 
practice and coach you into a 
successful year! 


Central Michigan District Health Department educates on preventing the flu 


(Editor s note: The following 
article is brought to you by 
the Central Michigan District 
Health Department “Promoting 
Healthy Families, Healthy 
Communities. ” CMDHD 

serves the Arenac, Clare, 
Gladwin, Isabella, Osceola and 
Roscommon counties. For more 
information, call 989-773-5921 
ext. 8409 or visit cmdhd.org.) 

Everyone, ages 6 months and 
above, should get a flu shot this 
year. This is the recommenda- 
tion from the Centers for Disease 


Control and Central Michigan 
District Health Department are 
encouraging local residents to fol- 
low this guideline. 

Local residents in Arenac, 
Clare, Gladwin, Isabella, 
Osceola and Roscommon 
counties can get a flu shot by 
making an appointment at one 
of our local health department 
branch offices or by visiting 
their own doctor. 

Getting a flu shot is the best 
way to prevent the flu. It is not 
too late to get vaccinated and 
your local health department 


encourages all local residents 
to do so. Other tips to stay 
healthy this winter include: 

• If you are sick, stay home to 
avoid getting others sick. 

• Avoid close contact with 
people who are coughing or 
appear ill. 

• Do not touch your eyes, nose 
and mouth. 

• Wash hands often with 
soap and water, especially 
after you cough or sneeze. 
Alcohol-based hand sanitizers 
are good to use when soap and 
water aren’t available. 


• Cover your nose and 
mouth with a tissue when you 
sneeze or cough and throw the 
tissue in the trash. If no tissue 
is available, sneeze or cough 
into your shirt sleeve. 

• Eat healthy, drink plenty 
of water and get as much rest 
as possible. 

• People who have symp- 
toms such as a cough, fever, 
fatigue, sore throat, chills, 
headaches, body aches (pos- 
sibly along with diarrhea and 
vomiting), should call their 
doctor. 


We encourage local resi- 
dents to access our website at 
www.cmdhd.org for flu infor- 
mation or call your local branch 
office at the numbers listed 
below for additional informa- 
tion or to make an appointment. 

Arenac County: 989-846- 
6541 ext 15, Isabella 
County: 989-773-5921 ext 15, 
Clare County: 989-539-6731 
ext 15, Osceola County: 231- 
832-5532 ext 15, Gladwin 
County: 989-426-9431 ext 15, 
Roscommon County: 989-366- 
9166 ext 15. 


^Wealth 
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Behavioral Health 

PROGRAMS 

Nog-da-win-da-meg • “Taking care of one another” 


2800 S. Shepherd Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant MI, 48858 

989 - 775-4850 

www.sagchip.org/behavioralhealth 


Outpatient Services 

The outpatient program strives to meet the needs of the Anishi- 
nabek population of children, adolescents, adults and the elderly 
through the delivery of integrated services. This program is guid- 
ed by ideals and principles that are reflective of the Anishinabek 
values and beliefs. 

There are many reasons why an individual may need mental 
health counseling. He or she may have a chemical imbalance 
that is making it difficult to function, which can be aided 
through drugs but may also require some form of talk therapy. 
There may be unresolved trauma that is plaguing an individual. 
In nearly any case where a psychological issue is making daily 
functioning a problem, mental health counseling can help. 

• Individual Adult Counseling & Couples Therapy 

• Early Recovery Skills/Basic Education Group 

• Individual Child & Adolescent Counseling 

• Anger Management Education 

• Intensive Outpatient Counseling 

• Batterers’ Intervention Group 

• Transitional Supportive Living 

• Anger Management Group 

• Anishinabek Helping Healer 

• Traditional Practitioner 

• Gambling Addiction Counseling 

• Adolescent Substance Abuse Group 

• Parent Counseling 

• Group Counseling 

• DBT Group 

• Family Counseling 

• Women’s Support Group 

• Case Management Services 

• Psychiatric Services 

• School-Based Counseling 


Residential Services 

Located in the heart of the Isabella Reservation, we offer 
community-based programs catering to the needs of Native 
Americans who want to begin a journey to recovery. 
Programming is based on the twelve steps and incorporates 
the cultural and traditional process. Residents are exposed to 
the Ojibwe language, ceremonies, Native values and historical 
contexts through our cultural curriculum which is supported by 
our clinical approaches. 

Program Goals: 

• Promote balance and harmony within individuals and the community. 

• Provide services aimed at reducing personal, family, social, physical, 
emotional and spiritual distress to individuals. 

• Provide an environment that is met with honesty, humility, love, 
truthfulness, bravery, respect and wisdom. 

• Provide documentation and evaluation of services pertaining to all clients’ 
activities, planning, management, support services and training. 


Nami Migizi Nangwiihgan 

“Under the Eagle Wing” 

The purpose of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan’s 
domestic violence program is to assist those affected by domestic 
violence in finding another path without abuse. 

Individual needs will be addressed by utilizing emergency 
transportation to other shelters and case management services. 
We are dedicated to providing resources, safety and advocacy to 
ensure the physical, mental, spiritual and emotional well-being 
of families victimized by violence. In order to achieve balance 
and independence, we as a community, need to re-establish a 
support network of services and resources. 

The domestic violence services are open to anyone who is a 
victim of domestic violence, sexual assault and/or stalking. 

• Batterers’ Intervention Program • Cultural Sensitivity 

• 24/7 Support • Confidentiality/Privacy 

• Group Therapy • Victim Advocacy 

• Individual Therapy • Education and Outreach 

• Case Management 


Provide coordinated professional referral sources as a network of 
recovery support linkages. 


7 7 

Struggling? 

Mondays: 5:30-7 p.m. (Dinner on your own) 

Fridays: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. (Light lunch included) 

^ u 6o aaaa 6 

Come when you can! As often as you want! 

Need Support? Need skill reminders? 

Topics covered include: 

Join us at RTC-Behavioral Health for the 

Drop-in Relapse Prevention Group 

Red Road teachings, step work, relapse prevention 
skills, mindfulness, medicine wheel teachings and case 
management services. 
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Andahwod Elders Christmas Party brings smiles during the holidays 





Andahwod resident Roger High and 
Tribal Elder Judy Bannister share 
some Christmas cheer. 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


there were sev- 
eral positive 
comments from 
the Elders who 
enjoyed the fes- 
tive time and to 
have the opportu- 
nity to see many 
friendly faces. 

“The staff did 
a wonderful job 
on the decorat- 
ing and doing the 
many contests 
for the event,” 

Ruhl said. “Lots 
of praise goes to 
Tomarrah, Elisa 
Schleder, Estella 
Halliwill, Sheligh 
Jackson and Rose Maloney 
for jumping to the occasion by 
helping with set up, purchasing 
items and getting the holiday 
event ready.” 

Assisted Living Support 
Services Manager Sam Anglin 
and his staff prepared a scrump- 
tious holiday display of hors 
d'oeuvres featuring eggs rolls, 
BBQ meatballs, mozzarella 


cheese sticks, chicken wings 
and an assortment of fresh 
fruit and cheeses. 

The innovative and interac- 
tive cookie decorating station 
provided a lot of laughs and 
having the Saginaw Chippewa 
Youth Council join in with 
providing free Christmas gift 
wrapping topped off the spe- 
cial night. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

As the timeless music of Burl 
Ives gave a reminder to have 
a “Holly Jolly Christmas”, the 
Andahwod Elders brought out 
the holiday cheer with much 
laughter and smiles. 

The Andahwod Continuing 
Care & Elder Services staff 
provided an Elders Christmas 
party Dec. 15. 

Elder Community Activity 
Assistant Tomarrah Green said 
that 27 people signed in for the hol- 
iday festivities and Tribal Council 
Chaplain Jennifer Wassegijig 
gave the opening prayer. 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Tribal Council Chaplain Jennifer Wassegijig speaks with 
Tribal members at the Andahwod Elders Christmas party. 


“We appreciate the sup- 
port of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Youth Council for running 
the gift wrapping station and 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Saginaw Chippewa Youth Council Advisor Ray 
Shenosky (left) looks on as Youth Council Vice 
President Jasmyne Jackson and Velentin Romero 
provide Christmas wrapping services. 


JANUARY 2015 

Tribal Elder Birthdays 


1 Wendy McGregor, 
William Smith Jr. 

2 Meletta Trepanier, Robyn 
Henry, James Pashenee 

3 Angela Trofatter 

5 Lome Jackson 

6 Alan Henry 

7 Warren Stone 

8 Alstyn Peters, Barbara Vance 

9 Charmaine Shawana 

10 Susan Kequom, Barbara 
McMullen, Ronald 
Battice, Brenda Brouder, 
Martin Francis, Mary 
Green, Donald Slavik, 
Susan Sturock 

11 Esther Helms, 

Kathy Martin 

12 Norman Davenport, 

Jose Gonzalez 

13 Sandra Barron, Lyle 
Collins, Paul Hawk 

14 Zack Sawmick, 

Christine Theile 

15 Jayne Keating, Delford 
Wheaton, Michael 
Zygmunt, Lisa Slattery 

16 Joann Clark 


18 Byron Bird, Audrey 
Falcon, Anthony Jackson, 
Richard Ritter, 

Iva Chimoski 

19 Sue Durfee, Scott Moses, 
Sara Starkey 

20 Robin Bonnau, 

Nicki Perez 

22 Barbara Arzola, Orin 
Fallis, Linda Schramm 

23 Vicki Brown, Joseph 
Kequom, Jack Wheaton, 
Michael Ziehmer 

24 Eva Jackson, Norma 
Rapp, Jacqueline Cyr, 
Wilma Gionet, 

Tweedie Vancise 

25 Scott McLellan 

26 Darlene Highley, Jeffery 
Reed, Goldie Stanton 

27 Renee Borgardt, 

Rick Shawano 

28 Gloria King, 

James Fowler 

29 Vincent Gallegos, 
Jacquelyne Meir Jr. 

31 Nancy Funnell, Mary 
Walker, Gerald Cloutier, 
Vicki Sandlin, 

Delores Watson 


congratulations to Guy Fallis, 
Tracy Fallis, and Barb Sprague 
for solving the Christmas 
unscramble word game first,” 
Green said. “In other holiday 
events, Barb Sprague and Roger 
High solved the Christmas 
nativity crossword first and 
Roger High, Jo Kathy Sprague, 
Sue Kequom, Debra Melton, 
Ellie Van Horn and Gloria 
Norvaris solved the Christmas 
word search first. Jo Kathy 
Sprague, Dorothy Smith and 
Judy Bannister were also win- 
ners in the candy cane game.” 

Andahwod staffers also men- 
tion there were 22 Elders who 
participated in the gift exchange. 
Jerry Douglas, Delores Drews, 
Elaine Shawboose, Tweedie 
VanCise, Dolly Rueckert, Roger 
High, Linda Ritter, Ellie Van 
Horn, Sarah Martin, Dorothy 
Netmop, Gloria Norvaris, Cindy 
Floyd, Judy Bannister, Marilyn 
Bailey, Jo Kathy Sprague, 
Betty Ashmun and Ruby 
Meshawboose received items 
from the Christmas raffle. 

Senior Assisted Living 
Administrator Gayle Ruhl said 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Andahwod resident Dorothy Smith look over a fine 
assortment of cheeses perfect for a holiday spread. 


resolution: A healthy wallet 


New Year’s 

FELICIA MCCRARY 

BSW Intern 

Happy New Year! As this fes- 
tive season comes to a close 
with such a celebratory end, it 
is important to look forward to 
what awaits us in 2015. 

The holidays can be tax- 
ing on both the person and the 
wallet. Just as we need time to 
recover from all the social gath- 
erings, we need time to regroup 
in the financial department. 

This year, we would like 
to offer some practical tips to 
staying afloat financially. 

Tax time is upon us. If your 
plan is to get a tax return this 


year, a great option for you 
might be an investment into your 
future. This might mean put- 
ting the refund money in a high 
yield savings account or start- 
ing to pay off any current bills 
you might have. While that flat 
screen plasma TV could sound 
gratifying in the moment, who 
knows what you might need that 
money for in a few months. 

With new beginnings come 
new opportunities to get your 
expenses in check. Budgets 
are helpful tools that aid us 
in keeping track of where and 
how our money is being spent. 
Budgeting can be stressful if 
you do not know where to start. 


Fortunately, there are many 
tools available to get you on the 
right track: 

• Suze Orman Finance Tools: 
www. suzeorman. com/ suze-tools 

• Coyne Oil Budget Plan: 
989 - 772-2270 

• Consumer’s Energy Budget 
Plan: 800 - 477-5050 

Andahwod Case Manager 
Julie Pego, Elder Advocate 
Estella Halliwill and Intern 
Felicia McCrary can also provide 
support with using these tools. If 
you would like assistance with 
putting your budget down on 
paper, please contact Andahwod 
to schedule an appointment 
today by calling 989 - 775 - 4300 . 


/\ndahwod j 

anuary vents 

Euchre 

Elvis Birthday Party 

Tuesdays & Thursdays at 6 p.m. | Contact: 989-775-4300 

Jan. 9 at 3 p.m. | Contact: 989-775-4300 

Jewelry Crafts 

Elders Breakfast 

Jan. 6 at 1 p.m. I Contact: 989-775-4300 

Jan. 14 & 28 at 9 a.m. | Contact: 989-775-4300 

Language Bingo 

Bingo with Friends 

Jan. 8 at 1 p.m. I Contact: 989-775-4307 

Jan. 21 at 1 p.m. | Contact: 989-775-4300 






STARTING AT 



WPBA 


ENTERTAINMENT ROOM PACKAGE 

CALL 877.2.EAGLE.2 TO PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS AND BOOK YOUR ESCAPE! 


$249 


$10 IN PREMIUM PLAY PER PERSON 
$10 DRINK CREDIT PER PERSON 


f U • 24-HOUR PASS TO AURORA BUFFET PER PERSON 

(SUNDAY-THURSDAY 11 AM-1 1PM) 

(FIRST CLASS ROOM. BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY.) (FRIDAY & SATURDAY 1 1AM-12AM) 


SOARING EAGLE BOX OFFICE 
ETIX.COM I 1 .800.5 14.ETIX 


Mt. Pleasant, Ml • 1 .888.7.EAGLE.7 • SoaringEagleCasino.com 


Get the scoop. Follow us on Facebook and Twitter to keep up with the latest entertainment, promotions and giveaways! 

Visit SoaringEagleCasino.com for complete details. 


i 


. - *.*•’ >TL_ 

I 

LITTLE. 

RtVLRBAND 


SAT • JAN 17 

Tickets start at $24 


JOE NICHOLS 

% CRAIG MORGAN 

FRI • JAN 30 

Tickets start at $34 


FEB 4— FEB 8 


Tickets start at $10 


FEB 27-28 

Tickets start at $25 


EAGLE CONCERT EXTRAS: 

$20 PREMIUM PLAY DAY OF SHOW 

(With purchase of 2 or more tickets at the 
Soaring Eagle box office.)* 

FREE DESSERT/APPETIZER: 

SINIIKAUNG STEAK & CHOP HOUSE 

(With entree purchase. Show your concert 
ticket day of show.)* 

15% OFF KIDS QUEST ^ 

(Show your concert ticket day of show. 

15% off hourly childcare rate.)* 
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lr\ba\Ca/endar 




Breakfast at Saganing 

January 9 11 tun. - 1 p.m. 

• Location: Saganing Tribal Center 

• Contact: 989-775-5820 

Saganing Blood Drive 

January 1 2 | 8 tun. - 5 p.m. 

• Location: Saganing Tribal Center 

• Contact: 989-775-5820 

Fitness Support Group 

January 14, 28 1 12 -lp.m. 

• Location: Nimkee Kitchen 

• Contact: 989-775-4780 

Vendor Training 

January 15 | 6 -8 p.m. 

• Location: Ziibiwing Center 

• Contact: 989-775-4059 

"Strike Down Stalking" Bowling Event 

January 17 1 3 -5 p.m. 

• Location: Student Activity Center Bowling Alley 
200 W. Broomfield Rd. Mount Pleasant 

• First game and shoe rental is free 

• Additional games are $2.50 each 

• Please RSVP by Jan. 15, only 50 spots available. 

• Contact: 989-775-4400 

Youth LEAD trip to Discovery Museum 

January 17 1 12p.m. -2p.m. 

• Location: Discovery Museum 

• Contact: 989-775-4506 to reserve your spot 


Women's Support Group 

January 20 | 5:30- 7p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4896 

Winter Feast 

January 21 \ 5:30 -8 p.m. 

• Location: Seventh Generation 

Family Spirit Parenting Group 

January 21 \ 10 a.m. -12p.m. 

• Location: Ziibiwing Center 

• Contact: 989-775-4616 

• Information on protecting our children 

• Brunch and make-and-take craft included 

Housing Financial Workshop 

January 22 1 12p.m. 

• Location: Housing Conference Room 

• Contact: 989-775-4552 

Two Spirit/Straight Alliance Dinner 

January 22 | 5:30 - 7 p.m. 

• Location: Ziibiwing Center 

• Contact: 989-775-4208 


Tribal Ops Employee Banquet 

January 24 | 7 -11 p.m. 

• Location: SECR Ballroom 

• Contact: 989- 775-5659 

• Please RSVP by Jan. 9, 2015 

Dangers of Energy Drinks Presentation 

January 28 | 6 -8p.m. 

• Location: Eagle's Nest Tribal Gym 

• Contact: 989-775-4022 

Parent Support Group 

January 30 1 11 a.m - 1:30 p.m. 

• Location: Nimkee Kitchen 

Super Saturday Lunch 

January 31 1 2 p.m. 

• Location: Bavarian Inn, Frankenmuth, Mich. 

• Contact: 989-775-4128 to reserve your spot 

• Tickets are $10 each 

Red Dress Fashion Show 

February 6 | 6 - 8 p.m. 

• Location: Ziibiwing Center 

• Contact: 989-775-4059 


Gamblers Anonymous (GA) Meetings |L Narcotics Anonymous Meetings 


12-step program for people that have a gambling problem. 

Mondays & Thursdays 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Mount Pleasant First United Methodist Church 
400 S. Main St. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Tuesdays: 6 p.m., Wesley Foundation at CMU 

1400 S. Washington St., Mount Pleasant 

Thursdays: 6:30 p.m., First Methodist Church 

400 S. Main St., Mount Pleasant 

Saturdays: 7 p.m., Mount Pleasant Alano Club 

1201 N. Fancher Rd., Mount Pleasant 


TRIBAL COMMUNITY CALENDAR JANUARY 2015 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY 


FRIDAY 


SAT. /SUN. 


• SECR Payroll 
SCIT Per Capita 

• SCIT Payroll 

• Waste Collection* 

*Bins must be curbside by 6:30 a.m. 


f~t\ 


Honoring Saganing 

Traditional powwow 

June 20 & 21, 2015 


L±J 


Tribal Ops Closed 

New Years Day 

Sacred Fire Lunch 

7th Generation | 1 1 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Men’s Society Meeting 

Behind SCA | 6 p.m. 

Grandmother Moon 

B. Health | 7 p.m. - 8 p.m. 


Ogitchedaw Meeting 

Seniors Room | 6 p.m. 

Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Migizi Job Fair 

SEWPH | 2 p.m. - 6 p.m. 


8 


10 


Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Parent Advisory Meeting 

SCA | 5 p.m. - 6 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7th Generation | 1 1 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Tax Workshop 

Saganing TC | 1 1 :30 a.m. - 1 :30 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


ll 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Men’s Society Meeting 

Behind SCA | 6 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7th Generation | 1 1 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Tribal Observer ® 

Deadline | 3 p.m. 

AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


17 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


18 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Men’s Society Meeting 

Behind SCA | 6 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Education Advisory Board 

Meeting | 9 a.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7th Generation | 1 1 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


25 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


26 


27 


28 


29 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Men’s Society Meeting 

Behind SCA | 6 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 


Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7th Generation | 1 1 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


30 


31 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 

Parent/Teacher Conference 

SCA | 12:30 p.m. -5 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


Tribal Departments: Our primary source for information is the Shared Network Community Calendar. You may access the Community Calendar by going onto the Shared-Drive 
and clicking on the Tribal Community Calendar. This is a very useful tool that we suggest everyone explore. Start by creating a shortcut, then adding an event, enjoy! 
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Observer Classifieds 


Tribal Observer Classifieds 

To place your ad, call the Tribal Observer at 989-775-4010, Email: observer@sagchip.org, visit our office in Tribal 
Operations or mail to Tribal Observer, Attn.: Classified, 7070 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. Please have all 
submissions and payment in by deadline. Classified rates are $10 for 15 words or less, and 75 cents per additional 
word. Any thumbnail image costs an additional $15. Apply to job postings online at www.sagchip.org 


100 Employment 
105 Lost and Found 
110 For Rent 
115 For Sale 
120 Announcements 


125 Miigwetch 
130 Services 
135 Events 
140 Giveaways 
145 Miscellaneous 


100 Employment 


Tribal 

Operations 


Social Services 
Supervisor 

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in social work or re- 
lated field required. Master’s 
degree preferred. Four years 
experience in a human services 
setting and one-year supervi- 
sory experience. Must have 
knowledge of applicable tribal 
and federal law as they pertain 
to Tribal children and families. 
The social services supervisor 
concentration will be in the area 
of protective services, along 
with acting as the lead to the 
supervisor management team. 

Special Education 
Teacher 

Open to the public. Bach- 
elor’s degree in special edu- 
cation or education, valid 
Michigan Elementary Teach- 
ing Certificate with special 
education endorsement. Must 
be willing to attend training. 

Health Professionals Pool 
(Temporary) 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age and 
possess a high school di- 
ploma. Experience required 
is based on job opening re- 
quirements. Applicant must 
be available on short notice 
for short term employment. 

Bus Driver - Part Time 

Open to the public. Must 
have high school diploma or 
equivalent. Must meet the 
minimum requirements for a 
school bus driver as defined 
by the State of Michigan; 
Must be at least 21 years old. 

Leadership Apprentice 

Only SCIT members may 
apply. Must have satisfacto- 
rily completed 12 credit hours. 
Must provide documentation 
of acceptance at an accredited 
college/university in Michigan. 
Must currently have a cumu- 
lative 2.5 grade point aver- 
age. Must submit an official 


transcript and class schedule 
during recruitment process. 
Must be a full-time college 
student. Applicants must sub- 
mit a declared degree audit 
during recruitment process. 

Strategic Grant Specialist 

Open to the public. Bachelor 
of Arts degree in related field 
of study or equivalent experi- 
ence. Must have grant writing 
expertise, planning skills and 
demonstrated ability to work 
with federal/state agencies. 
Three years experience in man- 
agement and/or administration 
of federal grants and contracts 
and demonstrated experi- 
ence in program development. 

Native American 
Applicant Pool 

All Native Americans that meet 
the minimum qualifications. 
Tribal preference applicants 
are encouraged to submit ap- 
plication information to the 
posting. For employment and 
training opportunities, the fol- 
lowing criteria will be utilized 
where applicable: A member 
of SCIT. Direct descendants 
of members of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe of 
Michigan. All others who are 
members of federally-recog- 
nized Tribes, indigenous to the 
United States or an indigenous 
aboriginal Tribe of Canada. 

Elementary Teacher 

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in education. Must pos- 
sess a valid State of Michigan 
Teaching Certification. Prefer 
minimum of two years teaching 
experience and working experi- 
ence with Native Americans. 

General Labor Pool 
(Temporary Employee) 
Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age and possess 
a high school diploma or equiv- 
alent. Must be physically fit and 
be able to perform manual labor. 

Clerical Pool 
(Temporary Employee) 
Open to the public. Must be at 
least 18 years of age and pos- 
sess a high school diploma or 
equivalent. Clerical experi- 
ence is a plus. Please submit 
an application to the temporary 


clerical pool if you are inter- 
ested in working temporar- 
ily in an office setting: work- 
ing on computers, standard 
office equipment, and answer- 
ing telephones (i.e. administra- 
tive assistant, file clerk, tutor.) 

Waste Water Manager 

Open to the public. Maintain a 
high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Must have an above aver- 
age aptitude for operating and 
maintaining mechanical and 
electrical equipment. Must have 
above average working knowl- 
edge of mechanical and elec- 
trical equipment. Must have 
above average working knowl- 
edge of mechanical and build- 
ing trades. Must have above 
average ability to read and write 
and be able to express oral and 
written instructions. Requires 
a minimum of five-year expe- 
rience in the wastewater field 
and possess at least a Michigan 
Class C certification. Must pos- 
sess a valid driver’s license. 

Journeyman Lineman 
Manager 

Open to the public. Candidate 
must have a high school di- 
ploma or equivalent. Candidate 
must have a Journeyman Li- 
cense with lineman experience 
or must have successfully com- 
pleted the journeyman exami- 
nation requirements as adminis- 
tered by an accredited Lineman 
Apprenticeship Training pro- 
gram or five years three phase 
high voltage experience with 
appropriate electrical license. 
Two plus years experience as a 
journeymen lineman preferred. 
Candidate must have formal hot 
stick training and experience. 

Resident Care Manager 

Open to the public. Must be a 
licensed registered nurse (BSN 
preferred), with at least one 
year of long term care experi- 
ence. One year of supervisory 
experience in a long term care 
setting preferred. Knowledge 
of and/or willingness to leam 
about and understand the Tribal 
community and outside sys- 
tems is required. Knowledge 
of services to the aged, assisted 
living services, adult foster 
care services, and/or homes 
for the aged also required. 


Tribal Education Advisory Board (TEAB) 

Vacancy Announcement 


Looking for SCIT Members with a love for learning and a willingness to 
share your wisdom to guide our cultural-based youth educational programs. 


Requirements: 

1. ) Must be a member of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan. 

2. ) Must be at least 18 years old. 

3. ) Must not be employed by the Saginaw Chippewa Education Department. 


Meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of each 
Month at 9 a.m. in the TEAB Conference Room 

Letters/Emails of interest will be accepted until 
Jan. 4, 2014 at 12 p.m. 

Please send letters of interest/e-mails to 
the Tribal Education Administration: 

7070 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

Or E-mail letter to: MMontoya@sagchip.org 

For further information call Christina Halliwill at 989-775-4501 



Casino 


Director Cage & Count 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 18 years of age. Educa- 
tion experience must include 
a bachelor's degree or above 
in business or accounting and 
five years of casino cage & 
count managerial experience. 
Must have the ability to deal 
effectively and interact well 
with customers and associates. 
Computer experience and good 
organizational skills are neces- 
sary As a 24/7 operation, this 
position is expected to work 
a variety of shifts to main- 
tain effective communication. 

Comptroller 

Open to the public. Bachelor's 
degree in accounting or busi- 
ness with an accounting minor, 
or MBA in accounting. CMA 
or CPA a plus. Minimum of 
12 years accounting experi- 
ence in casino and/or hospi- 
tality industry, of which four 
years experience in a senior ac- 
counting supervisory position. 

Line Server Part-Time 

Open to the public. Must have 
high school diploma or GED. 
Must be at least 18 years of age; 
must be able to work week- 
ends, holidays and graveyard 
shifts. Good physical ability 
for walking, standing, lifting, 
and bending. Must be able to 
lift 25-50 pounds regularly. 
Native American preferred. 

Steward 

Open to the public. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 
Must be at least 1 8 years of age. 
Desire to work hard. Must have 
an organized and thorough in 
work ethic and a strong desire 
to provide service. Exceptional 
people skills, high level of en- 
thusiasm and professionalism. 

Central Plant Operator 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 18 years of age or older. 
High school diploma or equiva- 
lent is required. At least three 
years experience in a central 
plant or mechanical equipment 
environment utilizing equip- 
ment as described in essential 
job duties. Must be able to oper- 
ate computerized equipment and 
devices. Must have a valid state 
of Michigan driver’s license. 


Hiring in accordance with Indi- 
an Preference Laws. Maintains 
and operates electrical, me- 
chanical and pneumatic equip- 
ment throughout Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort buildings. 

Waitstaff Level I 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma or 
equivalent. Must have accurate 
math skills. Must to be able 
to deal with the public under 
stressful situations, be a team 
player, work flexible hours. 

Lead Cook 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age with a 
high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Two years of restaurant 
cooking experience with in- 
creasing levels of responsibil- 
ity, proven leadership, commu- 
nication and teamwork skills. 
Formal education in the form 
of a culinary degree from an 
American Culinaiy Federation 
(ACF) accredited school may 
be accepted to satisfy part of the 
work experience requirement. 

Server Assistant 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 18 years of age. 
Must have a high school 
diploma or equivalent. 

Transit Driver 

Open to the public. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 
Must be at least 21 years of age. 
Must have a valid Michigan 
driver’s license and must be 
able to obtain and maintain a 
Tribal drivers license and quali- 
fy for coverage by our insurance 
carrier. Must have a valid CDL 
with passenger endorsements. 

Host/Hostess 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 18 years of age. 
Must have a high school 
diploma or equivalent. Must 
have accurate math skills. 

F&B Custodial Worker 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Must have basic knowledge 
of power washing equipment, 
power vacs, and hydraulic 
lifts. Must be willing to fur- 
ther knowledge of food equip- 
ment. Experience in back of 
the house operations preferred. 


Massage Therapist 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 1 8 years or older upon 
employment. High school di- 
ploma or equivalent required. 
Must have a valid Michi- 
gan massage certification. A 
total of 600 hours required 
for Massage certification. 

Guest Room Attendant 

Open to the public. Must 
have a high school diploma or 
GED. Previous housekeeping 
experience preferred. Must be 
able to bend, twist, squat and 
work standing and walking for 
long periods of time. Qualified 
applicants should possess a 
friendly and outgoing personal- 
ity, enjoy dealing with and be 
willing to provide a positive 
experience to the hotel guests, 
fellow associates and visitors. 

Inventory Control 
Supervisor 

Open to the public. High school 
diploma or equivalent. Must 
have five years of business- 
related inventory control. 
Associate degree and three 
years of business-related inven- 
tory control experience. Food- 
handling and management 
experience preferred. Must 
have and maintain a appropriate 
Michigan driver’s licensing 
dependent on fleet require- 
ments. Must have an excellent 
understand of material manage- 
ment policies and procedures, 
personnel management, and 
inventory best practices. Must 
be able to be directly respon- 
sible for a shift of employees, 
as well as indirectly respon- 
sible for a three shift operation. 

Call Center Agent 

Open to the public. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 
Must be able to pass a typing 
test of at least 30 words per 
minute. Must have at least one 
year work experience that in- 
cludes customer service respon- 
sibilities ideally with experi- 
ence in dealing with customers 
over the phone or in person. 


130 Services 


Fox Home Builders 

All types of home improve- 
ments. Kitchen and bath re- 
modeling, additions. Experi- 
enced and local. 989-773-4665. 


Member Needed 

For the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Health Board. 
We are in need of one health board member. 


1 . ) Must be a member of the Saginaw 

Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan. 

2. ) Must be 18 years of age. 

3. ) Must have strong interests in the 

health services provided and the 
health problems within the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Community. 

Meetings are held once a month and a 
stipend is given for each meeting 
attended (If eligible). 

Term of office is three years with three more 
years with Tribal Council approval. 


If interested: 

Write a short letter stating why you 
feel you would make a good Health 
Board Member. 

Mail or bring to the clinic: 

Attention: Michelle George 
2591 South Leaton Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI. 48858 

*Please include your phone number or a 
contact person. *When the letters are 
received at the end of the time period 
they are given to Tribal Council to make 
the final decision. 


If you have any questions, please call Michelle at 989.775.4602 



Highlight 


Circle of Indigenous Arts 


NATA LIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

The 2014 Circle of Indigenous 
Arts was a chance for 
Anishinabe artists of all kinds 
to showcase their skills. 
Visitors not only enjoyed art 
from young and emerging art- 
ists, but experienced music, 
dance and storytelling. 



Courtesy of Esther Helms 


Alice Jo Ricketts’ People’s 
Choice Award-winning 
“Jiijak Kwe” (Crane 
Woman) Bandolier bag. 


“In 1999, Ziibiwing hosted 
its first Indigenous People’s 
Art Market across the street at 
the Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort,” said Ziibiwing Center 
Director Shannon Martin. 
“Since that time, the (art mar- 
ket) has evolved over the years.” 

The events kicked off with 
the Indigenous People’s Artistic 
Merit Honors Dinner Nov. 20 
at the Ziibiwing Center. 

Following a dinner, the awards 
ceremony honored four artists, 
who were each awarded $1,000 
to be spent toward art supplies. 

“Those tools are necessary at 
times when artists are searching 
for much-needed funds, grants, 
fellowships and opportunities to 
journey and exhibit their work 
across the country,” Martin said. 
“This tribe has the most master- 
ful artists among its ranks; art- 
ists who are competing at those 
national, global and international 
levels. Artists from Jason Quigno 
to Summer Peters, who began her 
first steps here at the Indigenous 
People’s Art Market and is now 
(nationally) winning best of show 
and placing in Indian markets.” 

Marcella Hadden received 
the “Daniel ‘Gomez’ Mena 
Master/ Apprentice Fellowship.” 
Mena (1954-2007) was a 
renowned stone sculptor from 
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe for 20 years. 

Hadden received the award 
for being committed to work- 
ing with an apprentice for 
at least one year. Her grand- 
daughter, Tina, assists her in 
her photography studio and 
accepted the award with her. 



Courtesy of Esther Helms 

Shannon Martin (right) presents Ricketts with the 2014 
Circle of Indigenous Arts “People’s Choice Award.” 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Johnson, "Charles Schwab Emerging Spirit Scholarship" 
recipient Gage Colwell and Martin. 
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market, competition, awards 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Marcella Hadden and her granddaughter Tina (both center) 
were awarded the "Daniel 'Gomez' Mena Master/Apprentice 
Fellowship" by Martin, Mena’s daughter Frances and 
Ziibiwing Curator William Johnson. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Shirley Brauker received the "Minnie Jackson Lifetime 
Achievement Award", with two of Jackson’s great grand- 
daughters and Martin presenting the award to her. 


“(Marcella’s) most rewarding 
experience is her ability to take a 
subject matter and make it more 
vivid and beautiful for others 
to see,” Martin said. “Marcella 
said she could take a photo- 
graph of something or someone 
and in an instant, she hopes it 
will become a legacy that will 
last for future generations.” 

Iliana Bennett received the 
“Ziibiwing Center Ashenigwein 
‘Giving Back’ Award for dem- 
onstrating maturity and giving 
substantial multi-generational 
community transmission of her 
artistic lifeways through dona- 
tions, teaching and mentoring. 

“In the community, (Iliana) 
holds herself for much respect, 
and for that reason, people 
hold her and her family in high 
regard,” Martin said. “She offers 
her house to community mem- 
bers to bead... In assurance she 
is heading in the right direction, 
Iliana feels as an Anishinabe 
artist, it is important to pass 
down any knowledge about art 
to anyone willing to learn.” 

Bennett hopes to keep 
Anishinabe art alive. 

“If our youth constantly see 
us doing, they will do as well,” 
Bennett said of community 
role models. 

Seventeen-year-old Gage 
Colwell received the “Charles 
Schwab Emerging Spirit 
Scholarship.” Charles Schwab & 
Co., Inc. was a major sponsor for 
the art market, and awarded this 
to a “a North American Indian 
student in a certified art program 
or mentorship with a traditional 
or contemporary Master Artist.” 

Colwell hopes to encourage 
more youth in the community to 
pursue their interests. The award 
will encourage him to keep sculpt- 
ing and purchase more stone. 

“My plan of use for the 
money I received is to buy 
more tools for different proj- 
ects; more power tools and 
files,” Colwell said. 

Shirley Brauker received 
the “Minnie Jackson Lifetime 
Achievement Award” with 
two of Jackson’s great grand- 
daughters presenting the 
award to her. Brauker received 
this honor for demonstrating 
lifetime of art perpetuation (a 
minimum of 30 years). 


Minnie Jackson (1911- 
2011) was a renowned basket 
maker from SCIT. Known for 
her strawberry baskets, she 
also taught the tradition to 
community members and is 
remembered as a cultural wis- 
dom role model. 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
College Extension Coordinator 
Mary Pelcher, Ziibiwing 
Manager Chris Tata and 
Ziibiwing Assistant Manager 
Judy Pamp provided a busi- 
ness training seminar on Nov. 
20 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. for 
about 15 Tribal members. 

On Nov. 21 and 22, from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m., beadwork, 
paintings, drawings, basketry, 
weaving, sculptures, quilting 
designs and more were on dis- 
play and up for purchasing. 

Bands Brothers in Music and 
Spirits Rising provided hours of 
live music, Performance Circle 
dancers gave demonstrations 


on various Native American 
dances, children’s crafts and 
wild rice samplings took place. 

During the last day of the 
market and competition, Alice Jo 
Ricketts won the People’s Choice 
Award for her “Jiijak Kwe” 
(Crane woman) Bandolier bag. 

“Winning the People’s Choice 
Award was one of the most excit- 
ing things I think I have ever 
experienced,” Ricketts said. “I 
was overwhelmed by joy and the 
love that everyone showed was 
so beautiful. The night before the 
actual show, I was not even going 
to submit (the bag). I was feeling 
kind of scared... I hated com- 
peting against other far greater 
artists. Thanks to my husband, 
Kevin, I did have it submitted. He 
took matters into his own hands 
and took the bag to Ziibiwing and 
set it up for display.” 

This was Ricketts’ first 
show and she plans to enter 
again in the future. 

“Win or lose, I just love 
being around other Native art- 
ists and seeing all the beautiful 
masterpieces,” she said. “I abso- 
lutely loved getting the expo- 
sure in the competition. Being 
an artist is something I treasure 
very deeply and knowing others 
enjoy your work makes it even 
better. I want to thank Shannon 
Martin and all her wonder- 
ful staff at Ziibiwing for their 
encouragement and guidance 
through the whole event. I will 
forever be grateful.” 

Ricketts’ artwork may be 
viewed on her Facebook page 
at facebook.com/public/Alice- 
Jo-Ricketts which contains 
many items she has worked on 
in the past two years. 



Johnson and Martin present Iliana Bennett (center) with the 
"Ziibiwing Center Ashenigwein 'Giving Back' Award." 
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Ugly Sweater Bowling 
Bowlers take to the lanes to celebrate 
the holiday season. 



Employee Banquet 

Tribal Council recognizes employees for 
their services at appreciation event. 



Andahwod Elvis Party 
Elders celebrate the 80th birthday of 
"The King" of Rock and Roll. 



Performance Circle 

Eleven students graduate from the 
Anishinabe Performance Circle. 
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Seven Tribal 

NATALIE SH ATTUCK 

Editor 

In May 2013, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Council passed 
an amendment to the Tribe’s 
Revenue Allocation Plan (“Per 
Cap Plan”) that would render 
Tribal Members ineligible for per 
capita payments if they are con- 
victed of certain crimes. 

In best interest of the 
Membership, the amended Per 
Cap Plan became effective June 
1, 2013. Since that time, a total of 
seven Tribal Members have had 
their per capita suspended due to 
unlawful offenses. 

Currently, two Tribal 
Members are on a five-year per 
capita suspension, and five Tribal 
Members have received a life- 
time suspension. 


JOSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

If an Isabella County resident 
would take a guess on where 
the busiest intersection in 
the area is, M-20 and Leaton 
Road in Chippewa Township 
would be at the top of the list. 
Since Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort opened in 1996, traf- 
fic in the area has impacted 
everyone who travels on the 
five lanes eastbound toward 
Mount Pleasant and westbound 
to Midland on M-20. 

Community Engineer Donald 
Seal of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Planning Department has 
been working directly with 
Bill Mayhew of the Michigan 
Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) on the Development 
Road Project (officially 


The Per Cap Plan amend- 
ment stops per capita payments to 
Tribal Members for life if they are 
convicted of the following partic- 
ularly violent crimes: 

• Murder (including conspir- 
acy to commit murder and solici- 
tation to commit murder) 

• Kidnapping 

• Assault with intent to com- 
mit murder 

• Any sexual crime with a 
maximum term of imprisonment 
of greater than three years 

• Any sexual crime under the 
Tribe’s Code that is equivalent to 
a felony under Michigan law 

Under the amended plan, 
a first-time conviction of any 
of the above crimes results in 
lifetime ineligibility of per 
capita payments. 


designated as a portion of the 
Northwest % of the Northeast 
% of Section 18, T14N, R3W, 
Isabella County.) 

“This project is an excel- 
lent cooperative example 
of how collaboration can 
improve infrastructure and 
make the community safer,” 
Seal said. “This particular 
effort included the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe, 
the U.S. Department of the 
Interior Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, the State of Michigan 
and MDOT and is the culmi- 
nation of five years of dia- 
logue between all the govern- 
mental interests. One aspect 
of the project is focused on 
the indirect left boulevards 
east and west on M-20 and 
signage is already being put 
in place through local con- 
tractor Ranck Electric.” 


The plan also stops per cap- 
ita payments to Tribal Members 
convicted of other serious 
crimes listed in the amended 
plan for a period of five years 
upon the third or subsequent 
conviction of the crime. 

“The work that Tribal 
Council has done to stop finan- 
cial benefits to members who 
have broken the law are steps in 
the right direction,” said Tribal 
Public Relations Director Frank 
Cloutier. “It gives one a chance 
to consider their future reality, 
and perhaps avoid bad choices. 
It allows protection from harm 
and extortion for those already 
incarcerated, and it elevates the 
burden of those family mem- 
bers having to manage those 
benefits of their incarcerated 
family members.” 


An example of the indirect left 
boulevards in Isabella County 
can be seen on Broomfield Road 
near McGuirk Arena and Kelly 
Shorts Stadium on the Central 
Michigan University campus. 
J. Ranck Electric, Inc. is a 
Mount Pleasant-based full ser- 
vice contractor who does traffic 


Retroactive per capita pay- 
ments will not be paid under any 
circumstances. If the conviction 
of any member is overturned, or 
the five-year period expires for 
a member who was ineligible 
to receive per capita payments, 
that member has the responsi- 
bility to file a “Reinstatement 
Application.” The application is 
submitted for consideration to the 
Tribal Clerk’s Office. 

“The time has come for 
everyone to take responsibility 
for their choices and know that 
there is no benefit to breaking 
the law and/or serving your time 
financially supported by your 
community,” Cloutier said. 

Tribal Resolution No. 13-085 
Per Capita Plan may be viewed 
on the Tribe’s website or at the 
Tribal Clerk’s Office. 


maintenance through MDOT 
and is working on site devel- 
opment. The storm sewer, and 
the excavation and embankment 
work is being completed by 
Mount Pleasant sub-contractor 
Malley Excavating. 


MDOT Development | 6 



MDOT Development Road Project with Tribe changes 
M-20 and Leaton Road traffic patterns 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Local MDOT sub-contractor Malley Excavating 
prepares the area near Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort for pending road improvements. 
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Notices 




Wilfred Leo Peters Jr. 

Aug. 23, 1936 - Dec. 28, 2014 

Wilfred Leo Peters Jr., 78, of Lodi, Calif., formerly of Mount 
Pleasant, Mich., passed away Sunday, Dec. 28, 2014 at the 
Lodi Memorial Hospital. 

Funeral Services for Wilfred were 
held at Clark Family Funeral Chapel 
on Jan. 6, 2015 with Rev. Robert Pego 
officiating. 

Wilfred was born Aug. 23, 1936 
in Mount Pleasant, the son of Wilfred 
Leo Sr. and Julia Elizabeth (Otto) 

Peters. Wilfred was a member of the 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. He graduated from Beal City 

High School in 1954. 

Following high school, Wilfred proudly served his coun- 
try in the United States Air Force. He married Donna Marie 
Goodwin on Oct. 10, 1958. 

Wilfred enjoyed traveling, going to casinos and watching 
and playing sports, especially bowling. Wilfred was a member 
of the National Pro Bowling Association. 

Wilfred is survived by his wife, Donna of Lodi, Calif.; 
children, Dawn (Shannon) Hunt of Albuquerque, N.M., 
Robin (Mike Dini) Peters of Las Vegas, and Marcus Peters of 
Jackson, Calif.; five grandchildren, Michelle, Adam, Willem, 
Jeremy, and Raymond; five great-grandchildren, Haley, Kloey, 
Lily, Ronan, Raymond Jr., Raylynn, Adam Jr., Michelle, and 
Chase; brother, Julius (Helen) Peters of Mount Pleasant and 
their children, Theresa, Renee', Julie, and Lance; sisters, 
Patricia Peters of Mount Pleasant and her children, Summer, 
Memi, Sean, and Waabi, Nicki Perez of Mount Pleasant and 
her children, Dawn, David, Craig, and Mary Alice, Anne 
Peters of Mount Pleasant and her children, Camille, Maynard 
Jr., Travis, Jessica, Courtney, Denise, Andre, and Jared Peters; 
and cousins, Lavern Pelcher, Duane Pelcher, Sue Bettistea, 
Cindy Quigno, Linda Hunt, Louise Hunt, Pearl Irene Hunt, 
Carol Harris, Randy Holy day, Mary Ann Fender and Geri 
Swanson; and many great-nieces and nephews. 

Wilfred was preceded in death by his daughters, Daphne 
and Jamie; granddaughter, Michelle; parents, Wilfred and 
Julie Peters; grandparents, Simon and Anna Peters; sister, 
Betty Otto; uncles, Richard and Frank Peters; and aunts, 
Nellie Jackson Peters, Mary Shawagan, and Alice Peters. 



2015 

SCIT 

Golf Memberships 

Now Available for Purchase! 

Holiday Gift certificates available. 

$300 Per Membership 
Memberships Good at Four Golf Courses 

Pleasant Hills Golf Club, Wabooz Run Golf Course, Maple Creek Golf 
Club* and PohlCat Championship Golf Course**. 

*Cart Memberships available for $400/yr. (Purchase at course) 

**Cart Memberships available for $300/yr. (Purchase at course) 

Available For Immediate Purchase By: 

Tribal Members and Tribal Employees and their families. 


ATTENTION 

Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 

Veteran & Warrior Society Members 

Now Recruiting New Members 




Meetings Will be Held 

The 1 st Tuesday of the Month in Seniors Room 
Time: 6 p.m. I For More Information: 775-4175 


Check out the 

Tribal Observer 

ONLINE 


www.sagchip.org/tribalobserver 




Delilah Hart “Dee” Brown 

Aug. 5, 1933- Jan. 23, 2015 

Delilah Hart “Dee” Brown, age 81, of Randleman, N.C., died 
Friday, Jan. 23, 2015 at Randolph Hospice House in Asheboro, N.C. 

Brown was bom Aug. 5, 1933; the daugh- 
ter of Richard and Nancy Hart Peters. 

Dee was a native of Mount Pleasant, 

Mich, and proud of her Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe heritage. She 
enjoyed her family, travel and provid- 
ing meals (mostly breakfast) to strang- 
ers through random acts of kindness. She 
was retired from Technimark and a member 
of Good Hope Baptist Church. She was active at the Randleman 
Senior Center, with Meals-on- Wheels and enjoyed crafts and sew- 
ing. She will be greatly missed. 

She is survived by daughter: Bobbie Dee Brown of 
Randleman, N.C.; son and his wife: Joe Alan and Vickie 
Brown of Asheboro, N.C.; son and his wife: Oren and Grenau 
Brown of Randleman, N.C.; son and his wife: John Thomas 
and Theresa Brown of Randleman, N.C. ; 11 grandchildren, 15 
great grandchildren, two great-great grandchildren; and one 
sister: Louella Martinez of Warsaw, Ind. 

The funeral was held at the Pugh Funeral Home Chapel, 
Randleman with Rev. James Swaney officiating. Burial followed in 
Randolph Memorial Park, Asheboro. Memorials may be made to 
Hospice Of Randolph, P.O. Box 9, Asheboro, NC 27204-0009. 


The family of Wilfred Leo Peters Jr. 


The family of Wilfred Leo Peters Jr. appreciates and thanks 
Lindy Hunt for guiding and helping us with the Tribal Funeral 
packet, Cindy Quigno and the church ladies: Alfreda Mandoka, 
Ellie Van Horn, Gloria Norvais, Jennifer Wassegijig, Susan 
Bettistea, and others who helped prepare the dinner following 
the funeral service. And thanks to the Saginaw Chippewa 
Community Church, Pastor Bo Pego and June Pego and to the 
drummers for their flag, honor and traveling songs. We give a 
special thanks to Clark Funeral Chapel for their kindness and 
support during the loss of our family member. May the Lord 
shower each of you with many blessings in the years to come. 


Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 


OWN IT? 
< 


6954 E BROADWAY, MT PLEASANT, MI 
TEL: 989-775-4700 



RESPECT IT. SECURE 



Project ChildSafe is a nationwide program 
promoting safe firearm handling and storage 
practices through the distribution of free, cable-style 
I ^ locks. We are doing our part to promote safe 
storage, but we need your help! Call for details! 


LOCKS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE TRIBAL POLICE DEPARTMENT WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. 


Report Suspicious 
or Criminal Activity! 


Do Your Part In Stopping Crime! 

Assist Your Local Law Enforcement and Narotics 
Enforcement Teams in Protecting the Future of 
Your Community! 

Protecting your children, family, community and 
future should be a priority! 


Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 

Dispatch: 989-775-4700 
Tip Line: 989-775-4775 

Bayanet (Narcotics Enforcement) 
Tip Line: 989-779-9697 
Anonymous and Confidential 




Saginaw Chippewa 

Conservation Committee 

2015 Regular Meeting Schedule 

Feb. 12 

• 12 p.m. 

• Saganing Tribal Center 

Feb. 26 

• 12 p.m. 

• Planning Dept 

Mar. 12 

• 12 p.m. 

• Planning Dept 

Mar. 26 

• 12 p.m. 

• Planning Dept 

April 9 

• 12 p.m. 

• Saganing Tribal Center 

April 30 

• 12 p.m. 

• Planning Dept 

May 14 

• 12 p.m. 

• Planning Dept 

May 28 

• 12 p.m. 

• Planning Dept 

June 11 

• 12 p.m. 

• Planning Dept 

June 25 

• 12 p.m. 

• Planning Dept 

* All times and locations subject to change by committee 
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Tribal police are cracking down. 
Don't drink and drive. 

filfl Office of Justice Services 
■' Indian ttijliway Safety Program 


Public Notice 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police provide law en- 
forcement services under 638 Contract with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). Included within 
said contract; The Burean of Indian Affairs reserve 
the right for "First Right of Refusal" pertaining to 
any complaints against the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Police Department and/or its Officer's. 

As result of this contractual procedure; All complaints 
against the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police Depart- 
ment and/or its Officer's must first be directed to : 

BIA Interal Affairs SSA Justin Wendland 

justin.wendland@bia.gov I 7 01-250-4545 
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Per Capita Mail Update 


J EANE TTE MANDO K A 

Per Capita Member Specialist 

The Per Capita Department has recently been- 
informed by the postal service that all mail is 
being routed through Grand Rapids, Mich. This 
change is due to the Lansing, Mich, hub closing. 

With this change, there is a delay in checks and 
advices being received by the membership. It will 
depend on the postal service operating procedure 
to determine when the mail will arrive at each 
residence. All mail is sorted individually and will 
be delivered as sorted, not by “household.” 


Direct deposit to any bank is a secure way 
to receive per capita funds on the scheduled 
pay date. Forms are available on line or at the 
Per Capita Department. 

Please update all information pertaining to 
any current address change or contact num- 
ber, through the Tribal Clerk Department. 

Information regarding any changes are 
recorded on the hotline. 

Per Capita Hotline: 989.775.4037 
Toll Free: 800.225.8172 


Request for proposal: Project Manager 


On behalf of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe, 
Tribal Council is preparing to receive all interested 
proposals for project management and oversight 
to an important community investment. Tribal 
Members and/or Native Americans are strongly 
encouraged to apply. The proposed project man- 
ager must include development and future plans 
for the Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding 
School (MIIBS) including a community survey in 
which to assist with guidance. 

Tribal Council is seeking a project manager 
with experience who can demonstrate the key 
components necessary to complete this important 
project on time and within a developed budget. 

Please include within your proposal: a cover 
letter outlining your educational background 
and key project experiences, an overview of 
your project approach (project scope of ser- 
vices) and proposed fee required to complete 
project phases (pre-design, design, construc- 
tion, and closeout) and any reimbursable fee. 

Scope of 

For Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Board 
School (MIIBS) Project 

• Initial fact finding - acquire and review all pre- 
vious reports/studies, strategic plans, structural 
and environmental reports, community survey 
results, etc. 

• Draft and implement MIIBS community needs 
survey per strategic plan. 

• Prepare a report that offers direction and 
potential work plans to inform future property 
use and development. 

• Continue to review and implement strategic 
planning goals and objectives. 

• Provide quarterly updates to Tribal Council and 
Tribal Community. 

• Design and implement a funding and develop- 
ment plan - such as establishing a foundation 
and/or permanent endowment. 


Tribal Council will evaluate proposals based on 

the following criteria: 

• Tribal Member/Native American preference 

• Education level 

• Relevant experience examples such as: 

- Management of construction documents (AIA) 

- Feasibility studies 

- Budget management 

• Leadership capability 

• Past performance (if applicable) 

• Fee 

Please forward your detailed proposals, along 

with references by March 1, 2015 to: 

Marcella Hadden 

MIIBS Committee Member 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 

7070 East Broadway 

Mount Pleasant, MI 48858 

services 

• Identify, prepare and submit grants with the 
Grant Department including the administration 
of the award. 

• Maintain open lines of communication with City 
of Mount Pleasant, State and Federal key offi- 
cials in the maintenance and development of the 
former boarding school property. 

• Identify and inventory items in MIIBS building 
that need to be retained or auctioned including 
storage space. 

• Maintain relationships with Tribal Departments 
to secure and maintain MIIBS buildings/ 
property. 

• Continue to provide guidance and assistance 
throughout the process to help ensure responsi- 
bilities and expectations of committee members. 

• Conceptualize future plans for what the MIIBS 
property will look like and its function - from 
survey results and/or community input. 






Happy 

1 st Batdday 

to our little son son! 

Carter Allan 
Leaureaux 



Mino Dibishkaan Tobias! 
Happy Birthday 

Midaaswi shi nswi 
13 years old 

I hope you are always full of 
humor and laughter. 

G’zaagi’in gwa pane! 

I love you forever! 

Gashi: Mom 



Happy 

ftirttiday 

to my Marine 

(David Merrill, JR)! 

Love Mom and girls 


Happy Bitt&day 

Grandma Evelyn 

Love Amir &A.J. 


Happy 

Birtfiday 

Grandpa! 


Happy 

BirtHday 

lil Bro (Jose) 

love and miss you! 
Love Consuelo & Kids 


Happy 

Birthday 

Marcia 

Love, Rick, Donna 
and Dasia 


Happy VaC endue $ Birtfiday 

to my beautiful daughter! 


Thank YOU for being the best Valentine's Day gift ever!! 

X 


1 ^ Love you So MudM! 

Mom 


—Thank You! — 

Thank you to everyone who attended my 65th birth- 
day party on Jan. 10th, the Gonzalez girls, Chief and 
Mae Pego for the birthday song, Marcella Hadden 
for taking photos and all friends, family, who came 
from near and far. Miigwetch to All! - Jose Gonzalez 
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^*/\Tribal Council 


Chief 


Steven Pego, District 1 

Sub-Chief 

Lorna Kahgegab Call, District 1 

Treasurer 

Shelly Bailey, District 1 

Secretary 

Sandy Sprague, District 1 

Sergeant At-Arms 

Ron Nelson, District 2 

Tribal Chaplain 

Jennifer Wassegijig, District 1 

Council Member 

Delmar Jackson Sr., District 1 

Council Member 

Lindy Hunt, District 1 

Council Member 

Julius Peters, District 1 

Council Member 

Chip Neyome, District 1 

Council Member 

Tim J. Davis, District 1 

Council Member 

Michele Stanley, District 3 



— Wisdom 

To live with wisdom is to acquire and use 
experiences as guides for making equitable and 
mature decisions. 

~ Love 

To live our lives with love is to understand our 
capacity to realize, empathize, and nurture the 
needs of others. 

owin ~ Respect 

To live with respect is to give mutual 
consideration for shared and differing ideas as 
well as for the world around us. 

~ Bravery 

To be brave and have courage is to recognize our 
moral and mental strength and to do what is 
appropriate. 

Gwekwadiziwin ~ Honesty 

To be honest is to recognize that we have the 
ability to live our lives with honor and integrity. 

idiziwir ~ Humility 

To live with humility is to recognize that we are 
all equal, we all make mistakes, we all like to 
have our success rewarded and to put others 
before ourselves. 

— Truth 

To live in truth is to recognize the difference 
between right and wrong and to be faithful to 
ourselves as well as the world around us even 
when the right way is not the easiest way. 



Private Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems 


DON SEAL 

Planning Director 

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan, in 
conjunction with Indian Health Services (IHS) is seek- 
ing Tribal Members to inventory their Private Onsite 
Wastewater Treatment Systems (POWTS) Project. 

Phase one is just an inventory, pumping and inspec- 
tion of the POWTS Systems and once all data is gath- 
ered, the repairs will be completed as a subsequent 
phase two, known as the POWTS Repair Project. 

SCIT and IHS are encouraging Tribal Members 
to participate in the project as a benefit to the Tribal 
Member homeowners. We will be conducting an 
inventory of private onsite wastewater treatment sys- 
tems for Tribal Member homes throughout the Isabella 


CAREY PAUQUET TE 

Water Quality Specialist 

Have you heard about the E. coli problem in the 
Chippewa River? Were you nervous to go tubing or 
canoeing this summer because of it? Many people 
have called asking questions about the safety of our 
local rivers, lakes, and swimming holes because of 
the high bacteria levels. Now that we know the prob- 
lem, we need your help to fix it. 

Did you know our waste water and septic tanks 
can have a large impact on the rivers, lakes and 
streams? Septic tanks can get damaged in a number 
of ways. Cracked lids, tree roots, and full tanks will 
allow material inside the tank to leak into the land 
and water nearby. The material is loaded with bacte- 
ria including E. coli. The human waste will be picked 
up by storm water and snow melt, which runs off to 
the nearest surface water. 


Reservation, Clare, Arenac, Midland and Isabella 
counties in Michigan. 

Septic systems will be pumped and inspected at no 
expense to the homeowner by licensed and certified 
pumpers and inspectors. Homeowners must be willing 
to allow pumpers and inspectors on site for this work. 
This work will be scheduled with the homeowners. 

Please contact Don Seal if you have questions 
or concerns: 

Don Seal 

Planning Director/Community Engineer 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of MI 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

River: How you can help 

According to the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), septic tanks should be 
pumped and inspected every one to three years. 

Tribal members are encouraged to sign up for a 
free program to have your septic tank inspected and 
pumped. This program is brought to you through a 
collaborative program by Indian Health Services, the 
Central Michigan District Health Department, and 
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. 

The program is voluntary. To qualify, you must be 
a Tribal member. The septic tank must be at your pri- 
mary residence and located within Arenac, Midland, 
Clare or Isabella County. Space for this program is 
limited so call to sign up soon. 

If you have questions or would like to sign up for 
the Private Onsite Wastewater Treatment System 
Program, POWTS, please call 989-775-4014 , email 
cpauquette@sagchip.org or stop in to the Tribal 
Planning Department. 


E. coli problem in Chippewa 


Saginaw Chippewa Behavioral Health Services 

Now offering intake and counseling appointments at Saganing 


A Behavioral Health therapist is at Saganing Tribal Center two days per month. 


To schedule an appointment, please contact Behavioral Health Program’s front 
office at 989.775.4850 


Behavioral Health Program offers a variety of services including: 


• Outpatient Counseling 

• Helping Healer 

• Acupuncture 

• Psychiatric Services 


• Intensive Outpatient Program 

• Residential Treatment Center 

• Driver’s License Evaluations 

• Batterers’ Intervention Group 


• Case Management 

• Domestic Violence Services 

• School Based Consulting Clinician 

• Women’s Support Group 


Tribal Observer 

Boozhu! The Tribal Observer, a monthly newspaper, is published on the first of each month. 

To change your mailing address or contact Tribal Observer staff, please call 989-775-4010. 
Community advertisements will not be accepted over the phone. 

Submissions from the Tribal community 
are encouraged and can be sent to: 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
c/o Tribal Observer 
7070 E. Broadway R. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

You may also e-mail us at observer@sagchip.org. 

Subscription rates are $30 per year for non-Tribal members and $15 for Tribal Members 49 years and younger. 
Tribal Elders continue to receive complimentary mailed copy but are still required to fill out a subscription form. 

Story ideas, articles and photographs from the community are always welcome. The Tribal Observer reserves the 
right to edit and/or refuse any submissions or advertisements for publication. The Tribal Observer is published 
by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan and is subject to an editorial review process. 

The views expressed within the Tribal Observer do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tribal Observer, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe, the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council, The Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort or its employees 
or any other enterprise of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. The Tribal Observer works to uphold the highest 
integrity in news reporting and supports the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968. 



Tribal Observer Advertising 

If you would like to advertise your business, please contact the Tribal Observer at 
989-775-4010 for more information. 

Announcements - Including birthday, wedding, engagement, congratulations, etc., costs $10 and is open to 
Tribal members, community members and employees. Double-sized announcements are $20. 

Political ads - All political ads will be 1/4 page and have a red border stating as such. The cost is $500. Political 
ads may include, but are not limited to: any opinion or advertisement that is political in nature, and/or any Letter 
to the Editor that does not conform to guidelines. 


Tribal Observer Subscription Form 


Name: Tribal Observer 

A ,, Contact Information: 

Address: 

989-775-4010 

City: State: Zip code: Observer@Sagchip.org 


Please check one: 

□ Tribal Member Elder 50+ (I want my complimentary copy) 

□ Tribal Member 49 or younger (I have enclosed the $15 per year) 

□ Non-Tribal Member (I have enclosed the $30 per year) 


Please mail form to: 

Tribal Observer 
Attn: Subscriptions 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
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Cultural teachings shared at the SCIT Seventh 
Generation Program annual Winter Feast 


MATTHEW WRIGH T 

Staff Writer 

The Seventh Generation Program of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe celebrated its annual Winter Feast 
at the Elijah Elk Cultural Building on Wednesday, Jan. 21 . 

Community members and their families gathered 
in fellowship to share a meal prepared by the Seventh 
Generation staff The event also featured cultural teach- 
ings from two guest speakers. 

The first speaker, Michele Wellman-Teeple, is a 
member of the Little River Band of Indians. She has 
been living in the Bay Mills Indian Community for 
more than 30 years. Michele currently works for the 
Nishnaabemwin Pane Immersion Program at Bay 
Mills Community College, and is also a graduate of 
the program. She shared her experiences learning and 
teaching the Anishnaabemowin language and per- 
formed a song in Anishnaabemowin. 

“I want to share one of my favorite songs that I learned 
a few years ago,” Wellman-Teeple said. “The words are 
Together we can be strong.’ They have lit the seventh fire, 
and we have to leam to speak our language.” 

Dwight “Bucko” Teeple, a member of the Bay Mills 
Indian Community, presented the second half of the cul- 
tural teachings. Dwight is a pipe carrier, Army veteran, 
college graduate and world traveler. 



Observer photo by Matthew Wright 


Bay Mills Indian 
Community Member 
Dwight "Bucko" Teeple 
shares winter teachings. 



Observer photo by Matthew Wright 

Michele Wellman- 


Teeple shares 
a song in 

Anishnaabemowin. 


“The winter time, when the snow covers the ground, 
it’s a time when those trees and the plant life are sleep- 
ing,” Dwight Teeple said. “The leaves have gone. It 
won’t be long before the spring arrives and that maple 
syrup will run. Those leaves, they will return to the trees, 
and that snow will go away. . . In the fall they start taking 
different colors, and drop to the ground. It will work its 
way back around to that winter, when there are no leaves 
on the trees. Those are gifts and blessings for us, and to 
show us that cycle of life that the trees are going through. 
So, acknowledge that time of the year. ” 



I love you forever! 

Gashi: Gookomis 

Your mother: Your grandmother 


Happy 

XaCentine’s (Day! 

To Brad and Evelynn Bennett, 
Love, Iliana 




To my beautiful 
daughter! 


r ' O e ■Jj'/om m u 


Zaagidiwin Giizhigad Valentine’s Day 


Nzaagiaag I love them 

Ngwisak, Nindaanis, 
miinwa Nooshenhak 
My sons, my daughter, 
and grandchildren 


Gpa/entme*6' Cfdau 


to my Beautiful Queen, 

Alice Jo Ricketts 


/ kZoee yc/oit/ 


-■ 

(pebecca, 

Thank you very much for 
being my Valentine. 

I Cove you very much XOXO. 

Love , “ Your Sweetie”, John Sr. 




Happy 

V’aCentines 

<Day 

to my loves! 


fM.no Zaagidiwin 
(Jiizfi-i-gadl 


N’Ode, Nbazigim, 
Nwiidegamaagan, 
Vanyork. . Gzaagin 

Zaagidiwin, Aim 


3~[aj)j)y 
ZaCentine ’s Vay!^ 

My Heart, My Sweetheart, My Husband, 
Vanyork.. I love you 

Love, Aim 





Noah 

(Haystack) 


oreeer 


Lee 


From Mama Shawn 


Happy 

XaCentine’s Day! 

Abe 

Love, Shirley © 


T.9 my 

°*0alenttne ' -T 
Kenny 

Love ya Consuelo 




*4 CZay 

to my children 


David Jar, 
Margie, Mattea 


...Love Mom 
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Tribal Police and Court discuss City of Mount Pleasant vote to decriminalize marijuana 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

One of the enduring aspects of 
Tribal law is Tribal sovereignty. 
On the SCIT website, Tribal 
sovereignty is clearly defined 
by stating the following: 

“An Indian Tribe is a dis- 
tinct political community. 
A Tribe retains its inherent 
powers of self-government 
absent action by Congress to 
limit those powers. A State 
cannot limit the powers of a 
Tribe. The source of Tribal 
powers rests in its people. 
Tribes have had the inherent 
right to govern themselves 
“from time immemorial. ” See 
Worchester v. Georgia , 515, 
558 (1832). Tribal govern- 
ments have the same powers 
as the federal and state gov- 
ernments to regulate their 
internal affairs, with some 
few exceptions. For instance, 
the Tribes have the power to 
form a government, to decide 
their own membership, the 
right to regulate property, 
the right to maintain law and 
order, the right to regulate 
commerce, and so on. ” 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Police and Tribal Court 
offered relevant information 
every Tribal Member liv- 
ing within the six townships 
of Isabella County should be 
aware of. 

On Nov. 5, 2014, residents 
of Mount Pleasant voted 
in favor of decriminalizing 
marijuana by a 62-38 percent 


margin. This action amended 
the Mount Pleasant city ordi- 
nance so that nothing in the 
city’s code would apply to the 
use, possession or transfer of 
small amounts (less than one 
ounce) of marijuana on private 
property by those 21 and older. 

SCIT Public Relations 
Director Frank Cloutier said 
there is a zero tolerance Tribal 
ordinance as a matter of law. 

“Every Tribal Council 
administration I have had 
the honor to serve has all 
upheld that Tribal ordi- 
nance,” Cloutier said. “Even 
with the December 2014 
U.S. Department of Justice 
(DOJ) decision that would 
allow for the sale and growth 
of marijuana on the reserva- 
tion, the Tribal Council stands 
together with the Tribal Police 
and Tribal Court regarding 
marijuana.” 

Tribal Court Judge Patrick 
Shannon and Tribal Prosecutor 
Graham Leach shared the fol- 
lowing Tribal Ordinance of 
record regarding marijuana 
and controlled substances: 

“1.2036 CONTROLLED 
SUBSTANCES, NARCOTICS. 
Any person who shall plant, 
grown, cultivate, harvest, 
gather, manufacture, sell, 
barter, give away, or have 
in his possession any sub- 
stance which shall now or 
in the future be a controlled 
substance pursuant to the 
provisions of the Michigan 
Controlled Substances Act 
Michigan Statutes Annotated 
Sec. 14.15 (7101) et. seq. 


2015 Powwow 

Date Change 

The 2015 Powwow will be held on 

July 24, 25 & 26 




WANTED 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

William L. Antrobius 

Specializing in: Tribal Law, and Federal Indian Law; 
Overturning Prior State of Michigan Criminal Convictions For Lack 
of Jurisdiction; Appeals to Tribal, and State Courts; Tribal 
Disenrollment Cases in Tribal Court; Criminal Cases, Juvenile 
Cases, Civil Rights, and Child Removal Cases; Michigan Prisoner 
Housing Collection Actions in State Court 

Experience: Former Prosecuting Attorney Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan, and Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the 
Flathead Indian Reservation; Former Public Defender Assiniboine 
Sioux Tribe; Criminal Defense Attorney 

Tribal Affiliation: Member of the Six Nations Tribe, Ontario Canada 



Contact: (989) 772-6277 
1 13 W. Broadway, Suite 240 
Mt. Pleasant MI 48858 


Hi 


shall be deemed guilty of an 
offense and upon convic- 
tion thereof, shall be sen- 
tenced to imprisonment for a 
period not to exceed one (1) 
year or a fine not to exceed 
$5000 dollars, or to both such 
imprisonment and fine, with 
costs. A valid permit from the 
Federal government autho- 
rizing a person or persons to 
possess such substances or a 
prescription from a physician 
licensed to practice medi- 
cine in the State of Michigan 
shall be a defense to a pros- 
ecution under this provision. 
Possession of a valid Registry 


Identification Card issued 
under the Michigan Medical 
Marijuana Act shall not be a 
defense against prosecution 
under this statute. ” 

Possession of marijuana is 
a federal crime, but the DOJ 
announced in August 2013 it 
would allow states to regulate 
recreational marijuana sales. 
The nation’s first recreational 
pot stores opened in Colorado 
and Washington in 2014. 

Tribal Police Captain Jim 
Cates cautions Tribal Members 
who may look at the Mount 
Pleasant vote as an opportu- 
nity to break the law. 


“Make no mistake, state, 
federal and Tribal law still 
makes marijuana illegal in 
any form for a Tribal Member, 
regardless if they live within 
the City of Mount Pleasant or 
not,” Cates said. “I have no 
idea why a law abiding Tribal 
Member would roll the dice 
and face a Tribal or federal 
charge for marijuana.” 

Tribal Pharmacist Andy 
Henning confirmed Nimkee 
Clinic neither recognizes the 
medical use of marijuana nor 
prescribes it to patients (accord- 
ing to an Aug. 17, 2010 Tribal 
Health Board policy No. 015.) 


MDOT Development continued from front page 


Mayhew said “this is the first 
project in the state of Michigan 
to coordinate a BIA project and 
an MDOT project together with 
separate funding.” 

Central Asphalt of Mount 
Pleasant is the prime contrac- 
tor for the project and they are 
MDOT pre-qualified to pro- 
vide asphalt paving services to 
Michigan roadways, highways 
and streets. 

“People who drive by the site 
can see where infrastructure con- 
cerns are already being addressed 
with the clearing of trees and 
adding water and sewer improve- 
ments for the future developments 
on the Turtle Trail (Mshiikehn 
Miikan) access road,” Seal said. 
“Council chose the name of the 
access road that will provide 
access to Soaring Eagle property 
where the outdoor concerts and 
other sporting events are held.” 

The tree removal on the 
M-20 property near Soaring 
Eagle was necessary to allow 
for the access road and the BIA 
approved the free use timber 
cutting permit signed by Tribal 
Chief Steven Pego on July 28, 
2014. Many community mem- 
bers and Tribal departments 
benefited from the wood that 
was harvested and the process 
was done in a respectful and 
environmentally conscious way. 

The first phase of the reserva- 
tion Turtle Trail road project is 


to provide access from M-20 to 
the venue and eventually Turtle 
Trail will connect with Broadway 
Road from the south, Summerton 
to the west and will continue on 
the other side of M-20 to connect 
with Airport Road to the north. 

Mayhew said there was 
an informational meeting 
on Sept. 24, 2014 regard- 
ing proposed improvements 
on M-20 from Summerton 
to Leaton Road, just east of 
Mount Pleasant in Chippewa 
Township, Isabella County. 

The open house-style meet- 
ing provided an opportunity for 
the public to meet with MDOT 
staff and ask questions about 
the road construction project. 


The meeting detailed the scope 
of work that includes con- 
structing a narrow boulevard 
with indirect left turns, turn 
loons, and right-turn lanes at 
the Leaton Road intersection. 
Construction is scheduled to 
begin this October with comple- 
tion expected by the end of the 
2015 construction season. The 
proposed project will benefit 
motorists by enhancing safety 
and increasing ride quality. 

The MDOT Development 
Road Project is scheduled for 
completion by Nov. 2015 and the 
first phase of the Turtle Train res- 
ervation road project is slated for 
after May 25, 2015 (before the 
outdoor summer concert season.) 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


J. Ranck Electric equipment is seen at Borders Corner 
Store at the intersection of M-20 and Leaton Road 
where new signage and lights are being installed for 
the indirect left boulevards affecting east and west 
traffic. Traffic moving north and south on Leaton 
Road will not be affected by the project. 



Day-Winters, PLLC 

• Criminal Law • Drunk Driving • License Restoration 

• Family Law • Divorce • Child Support 

• Tribal Law • Probate Matters • Federal Cases 

Free initial consultation I Payment options available 

989 - 779-9991 


306 E. Broadway St., Suite 4, Mt Pleasant 


daywinters@gmail.com 
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Community , 


Eleven-year-old Andre Leaureaux selected as karate junior instructor 


NATA LIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

Eleven-year-old Andre 

Leaureaux, member of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe, has been selected as 
junior instructor at his karate 
dojo, Original Okinawan 
Karate of Holt, LLC. 

As junior instructor, Leaureaux 
will assist in teaching beginner 
and intermediate karate classes. 
He will assist in a monthly dojo 
(when students move to the next 
belt/rank) testing, and receive 


specialized training devoted to 
junior instructors. 

In April 2011, at age 7, 
Leaureaux began karate lessons 
in the Eagles Nest Tribal Gym, 
under the direction of Sensei 
Greg Morales. Leaureaux 
trained under Morales for three 
years, reaching various ranks 
until receiving his junior black 
belt in early 2014. 

Leaureaux took a six-month 
break from karate and then joined 
the OOKH dojo in Holt, Mich, in 
August 2014. 

Depending on the karate 
student’s rank, specific katas 


At-Large Program 

Meet 8c Greet 

March 15, 2015 at the Saganing Tribal Center 

For more information 

Call the At-Large Program 
1-800-884-6271 

Be sure to check out the At-Large 
page each month in the Tribal 
Observer and online at sagchip.org 
for upcoming events. 



are given that must be mas- 
tered before moving to the 
next belt. When the sensei 
feels the student is ready for 
the next belt, they are notified 
of the next testing date. 

In order to move to the 
next rank, the student must 
test to demonstrate mastery 
of the katas in front of sensei. 
Leaureaux will be assisting 
with each testing. 


Leaureaux is part of the 
youth karate program for ages 
5 to 13. As junior instructor, 
he helps teach students aged 
5 to 9. 

Before beginning as junior 
instructor, Leaureaux said what 
he was looking most forward to 
was helping teach kids. 

Leaureaux is a 6th grade stu- 
dent at the Saginaw Chippewa 
Academy. 



Courtesy of Tonia Leaureaux 

Andre Leaureaux 


Forty work credits needed for payments 


MICHAELENE MARCOTTE 

Case Manager 

Anyone wishing to receive social 
security payments, disability 
payments and/or Medicare has 
to earn 40 work credits. It takes 
about 10 years of full-time work 
to earn 40 work credits. You can 
earn less by working part time 
but never more than four work 
credits a year. 


Did you know that when you 
turn 65 you must go on Medicare 
for your health insurance unless 
you are working and getting 
your health insurance through 
your employer? Being a Tribal 
Member does not count towards 
earning your credits or qualify 
you to remain on the Tribal insur- 
ance after you turn 65. 

There are two parts to 
Medicare; Part A (hospitalization) 
and Part B (doctor visits). 


Part A will cost about $440 
per month if you did not earn 40 
Work Credits. Part B will cost 
about $105 per month. If you do 
not have work credits, Medicare 
will cost about $550 a month for 
the rest of your life. 

Curious about how many 
work credits you have? Call or 
visit the At-Large Department 
and we will show you how to 
find out; everyone who comes in 
will get a prize! 


At-Large Program hosts tax workshop 


DENISE PELCHE R 

Contract Health Clerk 

On Jan. 8, 2015, the At-Large 
Program brought in the New 
Year by hosting a tax work- 
shop in conjunction with the 
regular-scheduled Saginaw 


Chippewa Housing workshop. 

After guests were treated 
to lunch provided by H & H 
Bakery, Director of Tribal 
Business Regulations Chris 
Sineway and Dorothy Howard 
a CPA, PLLC from Mount 
Pleasant, Mich, were on hand 


to answer any tax questions 
participants had. 

Sineway and Howard also 
informed the membership of 
anything that might pertain to 
them as Tribal Members. 

Please watch the Tribal 
Observer for upcoming events. 



Sign-Up 
NOW 
thru Feb 3 




2^Ncs 


Anishinabe 

PERFORMANCE CIRCLE - 2015 

First Class February 3 • 4:30pm-5:30pm 


COLLECTION 

SHOWING 


Healthy Food Competition ] 

• Enter your Heart Healthy Food 
• Winner will receive 
an overnight stay at 
the Soaring Eagle 
Casino & 

Resort! 


FEBRUARY 26 
6PM -8PM 

FREE & OPEN 
to the PUBLIC 


Ziibiwing Center 

6650 East Broadway, 

Mt. Pleasant, Ml 

For more information 
call 989.775.4750 


Held in conjunction with Ziibiwing’s current changing exhibition, “Healing Through 
Culture and Art Shawl Collection: American Indian Womens Heart Health Awareness” 


ZIIBIWING CENTER 


For more information, pit 


* Open lu die Tubal Community 

* Photo booth by Niibing Giizis 

* VEilk down the aisle in honor of a loved one or just for fun 

* Wear Red (suggestions: red shawls, glamour gown, jingle dress.) 

* Children, adolescents. Elders, mothers, daughters, aunties and 
grandmas are all encouraged in walk down rhe runway! 

t contact Marcella Hadden. Public Relations at ntahadden Qsagchtp. org or 989-775-4059 '. 


6650 East Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI • 989.775.4750 • www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing •www.nativedirect.com 


UPappy 

'Valentines 

c Day! 


RECOGNITION OF HEART DISEASE SURVIVORS 


A supporting event of the Healing Through Culture and Art Shawl Collection. 

Co-sponsored by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe’s Youth LEAD 
Department, Public Relations Department, the Nimkee Center and Ziibiwing. 


For more information or 
registration forms contact: 


Raymond Cadotte 
at 989.775.4757 
or RCadotte@sagchip.org 


Or visit: 

www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing 


Objects will remain on display 
through February 14, 2015. 


ANISHINABE MIIJIM 
COMMUNITY POTLUCK 


Experience the fascinating history and rich culture of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan at the Midwest’s Premier American Indian Museum 


UPCOMING EVENTS: 


• Native Sky Watchers Exhibit Grand Opening 

• Artist-in-Residence Featherwork Workshop 

• Mother Earth Week 


March 21 
March 23-27 
April 20-24 


Personal <• Artifacts 


from the Ziibiwing Center’s Permanent Collection 


On February 7th, join William 
Johnson, Curator of the 
Ziibiwing Center, for this 
special exhibit that will 
showcase the ever-evolving 
artistic expression and 
creativity of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe of 
Michigan and the 
Great Lakes Anishinaabek. 


ZIIBIWING 

CENTER 


OPEN MONDAY 
thru SATURDAY 
10am-6pm 


Saturday, 
February 7, 2015 
10am - 3pm 


FREE & OPEN to the PUBLIC 


Red Dress 


Fashion Show 


Friday, Feb. 6 • 6 to 8 p.m 

In the Ziibiwing Center Lobby 





JUST ARRIVED 


Best SeCection 

Price & Payment, 0 Down Plus Tax, Title & Doc 



2006 Volkswagon Jetta 

TDI Pkg., FWD, 6-Speed, Auto, 
Diesel 14, 1.9L, Shadow Blue, 

4 Dr, 146k Miles. #EU154A 

48 mos/$131/$5,850 



2006 Volvo XC70 AWD 


Low Pressure Turbo Gas, Auto, 
Black, 4 Dr, 2.5Lm 5-Speed 
Auto, 138k Miles. #EP025A 

48 mos/$21 5/$9,470 



2011 Ford Fiesta 

SES, FWD, Auto, Yellow Blaze 
Metallic, 1 -Owner, 4Dr, Gas 14, 
1.6L, 93k Miles. #FC018A 

72 mos/$165/$1 0,395 



2010 Dodge Ram 1500 

HEMI Crew Cab, 4WD, Red, 
Auto, Gas V8 5.7L, MP3, Rear 
Bench Seat, 60k Miles. #DT461A 

72 mos/$357/$22,500 



2006 Chevrolet Malibu 

Maxx LTZ, Auto, White, FWD, 
1-Owner, Remote Start, 3.5L V6, 
Chrome, 101k Miles. #EP012B 

48 mos/$1 98/$8,695 



2006 Ford Fusion SE 


FWD, 3.0L V6, 6-Speed, Auto, 
Gold in Color, Power, MP3, 
Cruise, 74k Miles. #EU175 

48 mos/$222/$9,750 




2009 Nissan Cube 


2013 Ford Fusion SE 


FWD, Silver, Gas 14 1.8L,Cruise, 
Variable Transmission, Security 
System, 18k Miles. #ET235A 

54 mos/$242/$1 1,800 


Certified, FWD, Auto, Ingot 
Silver, 4 Dr, Gas 14 2.5L, 6-Speed, 
Cruise, MP3, 25k Miles. #EP109 

72 mos/$299/$1 8,800 


2013 Ford F350 XLT Long Box Crew Cab 4x4 

8 Cyl, Auto, Air, Cruise, Power Locks & Windows, Stereo CD, 
Alloy Wheels, Trailer Tow Pkg, 24k Miles, White. $32,900 

2014 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT 4DR 

6 Cyl, Auto, Air, Cruise, Tilt, Power Locks & Windows, Power 
Drivers Seat, 7 Pass, Sto & Go Seating, 42k Miles. $1 9,495 

2014 Jeep Compass Sport 4DR 4x4 

4 Cyl, Auto, Air, Cruise, Tilt, Power Locks & Windows, Stereo 
CD, Black Metallic, Alloy Wheels, 20k Miles. $1 9,995 

2010 Dodge Avenger R/T 4DR 

4 Cyl, Auto, Air, Cruise, Tilt, Power Locks & Windows, Power 
Drivers Seat, Alloy Wheels, Black in Color, 57k Miles. $1 2,600 

2011 Chevrolet Equinox LS 4DR 

4 Cyl, Auto, Air, Cruise, Tilt, Power Locks & Windows, Stereo 
CD, Power Drivers Seat, Black in Color, 63k Miles. $1 5,695 

2009 Ford Ranger Supercab 4x4 Sport 

6 Cyl, Auto, Air, Cruise, Tilt, Power Locks & Windows, Stereo CD, 
Bedliner, Alloy Wheels, 51kMiles. $17,450 

2012 Ford Fusion 4DR 4x4 

6 Cyl, Auto, Air, Cruise, Tilt, Power Locks & Windows, Stereo 
CD, Power Drivers Seat, Black in Color, 62k Miles. $1 4,395 

2012 Ford Escape XLT 4DR 4x4 

4 Cyl, Auto, Air, Cruise, Tilt, Power Locks & Windows, Stereo CD, 
Power Drivers Seat, Keyless Entry, Red, 51k Miles $1 7,850 



2014 Town & Country 

Chrysler, Touring FWD, Deep 
Cherry Red, Stow-n-go seating, 
Rear DVD. 46k Miles. #FU003 

72 mos/$331 /$20,978 



2009 Ford Focus 


SEL, FWD, Auto, 4Dr., 14 2.0L, 
White Suede, Leather, Heated 
Front Seats, 85k Miles. #EU158 

66 mos/$196/$11,500 



2010 GMC Terrain 


SLE-2, FWD, Gas 14 2.4L, Auto, 
Merlot Jewel Metallic, Power, MP3, 
Cruise, 81k Miles. #EP054A 

66 mos/$297/$1 7,295 



2012 Ford Fusion SE 

FWD, Gas/Ethanol V6 3.0L., 
MP3, Auto, Sterling Gray Metal- 
lic, Cruise, 48k Miles. #EU214 

72 mos/$237/$14,950 


J&j Aft'’ 

1 i. | 







2009 Chevy Silverado 

1500LT, Extended Cab, 4WD, 
V8 5.3L, Graystone Metallic, 
Auto, 166k Miles. #EU037A 

66 mos/$257/$14,995 



2008 Ford Expedition 

limited 4WD, Auto Gas V8 5.4L, 
Chrome Wheels, Leather, Heated 
Seats, 108k Miles. #FT133A 

54 mos/$388/$1 8,900 



2004 Chevy Silverado 

2500HD LS Extended Cab, Gas 
V8 6.0L, Red, Auto, 4WD, Power, 
Cruise, 133k Miles. #ET415Z 

42 mos/$399/$1 5,495 



2010 Ford Mustang 

RWD, Auto, V6 4.0L, Cruise, 2D 
Convertible, Performance White, 
5-Speed, 55k Miles. #EU204 

66 mos/$269/$1 5,695 



2010 Mercury Mariner 

FWD, Gold Leaf Metallic, Auto, 
Gas 14 2.5L, 6-Speed, Alloy 
Wheels, 101k Miles. #DT233A 

66 mos/$230/$1 3,460 



2012 Ford Escape XLT 

FWD, Auto, Steel Blue Metallic, 
Gas 14 2.5L, 4 Dr., 6-Speed, 
Cruise, MP3, 37k Miles. #EP093 

72 mos/$293/$1 8,495 



2008 Chevrolet HHR 

LT FWD, Auto, Red, Gas 14 2.2L, 
Cruise, Power Locks & Windows, 
MP3, 75k Miles. #FT110A 

60 mos/$169/$9,100 



2009 Ford Flex Limited 

AWD, V3.5L, Auto, Leather, Ster- 
ling Gray Metallic, 1 -Owner, 3rd 
Row Seating, 63k Miles. #EU126 

60 mos/$345/$1 8,500 



2011 Chevrolet Cruze 

LT w 1LT, FWD, Auto, Gas, Red 
14 1.4L, Turbocharged, MP3, 
6-Speed, 73k Miles. #EU209 

66 mos/$199/$11,650 


2012 Buick Enclave 

AWD, Leather, Cocoa Metallic, 
Auto, Gas V6 3.6L, 3rd Row 
Seating, 100k Miles. #FT151A 

72 mos/$329/$20,800 



2010 Ford F-1 50 XLT 

Crew Cab 4x4, Auto, Red, V8 
5.4L, Tow Hooks, 4 Door, Cruise, 
New Tires, 125k Miles. #ET412A 

66 mos/$358/$20,800 



2011 Chrysler 200 

Touring, FWD, V6 3.6L, Red, 
Auto, Power, Security System, 
Cruise, MP3, 19k Miles. #FU002 

72 mos/$244/$1 5,280 



2005 Jeep Liberty 

Sport, 4WD, Auto, Beige in Color, 
3.7L V6, Power Seats & Win- 
dows, 80k Miles. #EU169 

48 mos/$247/$1 0,850 



2011 Ford F-1 50 XLT 

Ext. Cab, 4WD, V6 3.7L, Auto, 
Black in Color, 1 -Owner, Security 
System, 63k Miles. #EU131 

72 mos/$369/$23,1 95 



2012 Ford Edge SEL 

FWD, Mineral Gray Metallic, 
Auto, Gas V6 3.5L, MP3, Cruise, 
1-Owner, 21k Miles. #EP043 

72 mos/$391 /$24,580 



2012 Lincoln MKZ 

Ultimate AWD, Ingot Silver 
Metallic, Auto, Gas V6 3.5L, 
Certified, 23k Miles. #EP032 

72 mos/$41 5/$25,998 



2011 Jeep Wrangler 


Unlimited Sahara 4WD, Manual, 
Gas V6 3.8L, Black Clear Coat, 
1-Owner, 44k Miles. #EU143 

72 mos/$455/$28,500 



2009 BMW Z4 sDrive35i 

RWD, Convertible, Gas 16 3.0L, 
Auto, Black, Turbocharged, MP3, 
Leather, 20k Miles. #EU127A 

66 mos/$560/$32,500 



2014 Ford F-1 50 XLT 

Crew Cab 4WD, Race Red, 
Auto, V8 5.0L, Security System, 
Tow Hooks, 12k Miles. #EP079 

72 mos/$528/$32,995 



2013 Lincoln MKX 


Certified, Premium AWD, Auto, 
Gas V6 3.7L, Ingot Silver Metallic, 
Leather Seats, 40k Miles. #EP104 

72 mos/$534/$33,500 


KRAPOHL’S 


WE BUY 

Clean Cars, Trucks & SUV’s 


Visit our website 

WWW.KRAPOHL.COM 

for our entire inventory! 

Price & Payment $0 Down plus tax, title and doc. Financing 4.9% fixed rate and approved credit. Down payment or trade equity will lower payment. All vehicles subject to prior sale, see dealer for details. 


1-800-772-5974 | Mt. Pleasant • 1 Block East of Meijer 


64 YEARS 
STRONG 
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Controversy over remains of Jim Thorpe subject of play reading, panel discussion 


(Editors note: The Tribal Observer is 
pleased to be a member of the Native 
American Journalist Association and offer 
articles that impact Tribal communities 
on a national scale. Native journalist and 
NAJA member Susan Shown Harjo has co- 
written a play on Olympian Jim Thorpe. 
Richard Leventhal, who has worked with 
the Ziibiwing Cultural Center on NAGPRA 
issues, serves as moderator for the panel 
discussion after the play. The following 
press release is from Pam Kosty of the Penn 
Cultural Heritage Center. ) 

The Penn Museum hosts a staged read- 
ing of “My Father’s Bones”, a short 
play by nationally renowned Native 
American writers and activists Susan 
Shown Harjo and Mary Kathryn Nagle, 
Thursday, Feb. 12, at 5:30 p.m. 

The play recounts the ongoing struggle 
of three sons to recover the remains of 
their father — the unmatched Olympian 
Jim Thorpe — from the Borough of Jim 
Thorpe, Pennsylvania, for reburial with 
his relatives on Sac and Fox Nation land 
in Oklahoma. The free program, spon- 
sored by the Penn Cultural Heritage 


Center of the Penn Museum and presented 
in conjunction with the Museum’s Native 
American Voices exhibition, concludes 
with a panel discussion and reception. 

The first version of “My Father’s Bones” 
was selected as a finalist for the 2013 Von 
Marie Atchley Excellence in Playwriting 
Award and performed at the Autry Center 
of the American West in Los Angeles. This 
revision is staged by Philadelphia-based 
director Matt Pfeiffer, recently nomi- 
nated for the 2014 Barrymore Award for 
Outstanding Direction of Play for his direc- 
tion of Down Past Passyunk, at InterAct 
Theater Company in Philadelphia. 

Following the play, the Penn Cultural 
Heritage Center and the Museum host 
a panel discussion about repatriation 
and the use of the Native American 
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 
(NAGPRA) as the legal basis to return Jim 
Thorpe’s remains to his ancestral home. 
Representatives of the Borough of Jim 
Thorpe and the Sac and Fox Nation have 
been invited to attend. 

To date, panelists include Tribal rep- 
resentatives of the Sac and Fox Nation; 
Attorney John Echohawk, director of the 


Spencer wins gold medal with USA Wrestling 



Photos courtesy of Mona Spencer 



Congratulations to 16-year-old 
SCIT Member Kenya Spencer, 
who recently won the gold medal 
with her USA wrestling team while 
in Canada. Her individual perfor- 
mance won her a silver medal, and 
she is headed to Sweden next for 
her Feb. 7 competition. 

Spencer is still trying to raise 
funds for her to live her dream. 
To assist her in continuing to suc- 
ceed, donations are being collected 
through her GoFundMe account at 
gofundme.com/9oqtr4 


Need a Lawyer to Protect Your Rights? 


Assaults I Drug Charges I Negligent Homicide I Sex Charges I Fraud 
Embezzlement I Theft I Breaking Si Entering I Murder Charges 
Domestic Violence I Drunk Driving I Juvenile Offenses 


* Former Prosecutor for Isabella County for 12 years 

* Past President of Prosecuting Attorney Association of Michigan 

* Obtained “Not Guilty” verdicts in Homicide, Sexual Assault 
and Drunk Driving Cases 

* Mt. Pleasant Buyer’s Guide/Morning Sun and CM Life 
Newspaper awarded “People’s Choice Award” 

* Voted #1 “Best Attorney” for the last 13 years in a row! 


Joseph T. Barberi, P.C. Attorneys at Law 


989.773.3423 or 800.336.3523 

2305 Hawthorn Dr, Suite C, Mt. Pleasant 

www.josephbarberi.com 




Native American Rights Fund; and Susan 
Shown Harjo, president of the Momingstar 
Institute. Penn Cultural Heritage Center 
Director Richard Leventhal moderates. 

For those unable to attend in 
Philadelphia, the play will be viewable 
online via HowlRound’s live stream on 
its global, commons-based peer produced 
HowlRound TV network at http://howl- 
round.com/tv. 

On Oct. 23, 2014, the United States 
Court of Appeals, Third Circuit Court 
of Appeals in Philadelphia determined 
NAGPRA does not apply to the requested 
repatriation of Jim Thorpe’s remains. As a 
result, Sac and Fox Nation, Jim Thorpe’s 
sons Bill and Richard Thorpe, the National 
Congress of American Indians (NCAI), and 
Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell have all 
petitioned the Court, requesting that the 
Third Circuit reconsider the case en banc. 
Their petitions remain pending. 

Jim Thorpe was an enrolled citizen 
of the Sac and Fox Nation and winner of 
several Olympic gold medals. He passed 
away in 1953 and the Sac and Fox Nation 
honored him with a traditional Sac and Fox 
burial, in accordance with his last wishes. 
Ordinarily, these ceremonies last four days. 
However, on the fourth day, his third wife, 
Patsy, who was not Native American, inter- 
rupted the retuming-the-name ceremony, 
which is the last step before burial in the 
territory of the Sac and Fox Nation. 

“Researching the play, we learned 
that Patsy burst into the funeral and, 
with the assistance of an Oklahoma 
State Trooper, removed his body,” Harjo 
said. “She then proceeded to sell Jim 



Courtesy of Pam Kosty 


Sac and Fox Native athlete Jim 
Thorpe is pictured in his 1912 U.S. 

Olympic uniform. 

Thorpe’s body for a few thousand dol- 
lars to a town in Pennsylvania that hoped 
to use his body to attract tourism and 
enhance its local economy. This town, 
originally comprised of East and West 
Chunk, re-named itself after the human 
body it purchased as the Borough of Jim 
Thorpe, Pennsylvania.” 

After years of attempts to convince 
the Borough to permit the repatriation of 
Jim Thorpe to his Sac and Fox homeland, 
his sons (former Chairman Jack Thorpe 
and Bill and Richard Thorpe) filed suit, 
along with the Sac and Fox Nation. The 
District Court concluded that NAGPRA 
does apply to the Borough’s possession 
of Jim Thorpe, but the Court of Appeals 
for the Third Circuit overturned the 
lower court’s decision. 
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Nimkee Center’s departmental competition results in animal shelter donations 



Courtesy of Summer Dubois 


Various Nimkee departments participated in the 
Community Service Project and brought in many needed 
items for HATS. Items included pet food, paper towels, 
chew toys and bones, detergent, cleaning wipes and more. 



Courtesy of Karmen Fox 

The loads of donations were delivered to the very surprised 
and thankful HATS staff on Dec. 16. 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

The holiday season is a time for 
giving. The staff at the Nimkee 
Memorial Wellness Center did 
not want to forget about those in 
need that may not be thought of 
often: Homeless pets. 

Nimkee Executive Health 
Director Karmen Fox wanted 
to be more involved with the 
community. When nurses Sandi 
Chesebrough and Jenna Wilcox 
came to Fox with the idea to 
donate to animals in need, Fox 
agreed it was a great idea and 
came up with a competition to 
bring donations to the local ani- 
mal shelter, the Humane Animal 
Treatment Society in Mount 
Pleasant, Mich. 

“We called it our ‘Community 
Services Project’ that took place 
November to December,” Fox 
said. “I loved the idea to have 
a friendly competition between 
departments. Sandi and Jenna 
were my coordinators; they cre- 
ated a flyer, set up points per 
items needed and put teams/ 
departments together. The 
teams selected a name and the 
competition began.” 

The teams included: 
Max’s Elves (Medical and 
Housekeeping), Santa Paws 


(Public Health, Administration 
and Fitness) and Claws and 
Paws (Business office, Dental 
and Pharmacy.) The depart- 
ments participated in the com- 
petition and brought in many 
needed items for HATS. 

“The Nimkee Center donated 
several items off of our wish 
list; everything from wet food 
for dogs and cats to cleaning 
supplies, collars and leashes,” 
said HATS Executive Director 
Summer Dubois. “We were 
very surprised and overjoyed 
to receive a supply donation of 
that magnitude. I think it is safe 
to say that that was our largest 
supply donation of the year!” 


The donations were deliv- 
ered to HATS Dec. 16. Fox 
said the HATS staff “were 
floored” and “the administra- 
tive assistant kept repeatedly 
saying ‘this is amazing’ as she 
had tears in her eyes.” 

“It means so much more 
to be there and deliver the 
items,” Fox said. “We all left 
happy and couldn’t believe 
how much our unsuspected 
delivery meant to them. We 
definitely chose an awesome 
organization (to donate to).” 

Team Claws and Paws 
(Business office, Dental 
and Pharmacy) won the 
competition. 


“I gave the winners a pizza 
party; I really try to promote 
teamwork and want all depart- 
ments to come outside of their 
familiar surroundings,” Fox 
said. “I put two tables out- 
side of my office, put on some 
Christmas music and we min- 
gled. The space is pretty small, 
but we managed and had fun.” 

Fox plans to continue a 
Community Service Project 
each quarter. 


“Our next goal is to spruce 
up Nimkee for the spring,” she 
said. “We want our building and 
surroundings to be a place that 
is inviting and beautiful for our 
community to enjoy.” 

For anyone wishing to add 
to Nimkee ’s generosity, Dubois 
said, “we can always use dona- 
tions of laundry detergent, cat 
carriers, non-clumping cat litter, 
small scratching posts and six- 
foot leashes.” 


SCIT to host HATS Feb. 21 rabies vaccination clinic at Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 


NATALIE SH ATTUC K 

Editor 

In collaboration with the 
Humane Animal Treatment 
Society, the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe is hosting a rabies 
vaccination clinic Saturday, 
Feb. 21 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
in the Eagles Nest Tribal Gym. 

SCIT Members and employ- 
ees must show proper ID to 
receive a $10 rabies vaccination 


fee per dog or cat, considerably 
less expensive than the cost at a 
veterinarian office. 

According to the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
website, rabies is a prevent- 
able viral disease of mammals 
most often transmitted through 
the bite of a rabid animal. The 
vast majority of rabies cases 
each year occur in wild animals 
including raccoons, skunks, 
bats, and foxes. 




I The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan and Nimkee Wellness together with the) 
Humane Animal Treatment Society invite all Tribal members and employees to their their] 

V\i 


~ D 'dy°u know 
rnHi W MicM Son, 

rabies vaccinations 
are required? 


Saturday, 
February 21st 
9 AM to Noon 


Tribal Operations Gym 


'Dogs must be leashed and 
cats must be in a crate 
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The rabies vims infects the 
central nervous system, ultimately 
causing disease in the brain and 
death, according to CDC. 

A simple vaccine will pro- 
tect pets from this virus, espe- 
cially for the warmer, outdoor 
weather approaching. 

Rabies can also infect 
humans. Early symptoms 
include fever, headache and 
general weakness of discomfort. 

CDC reports, “as the dis- 
ease progresses, more specific 
symptoms appear and may 
include insomnia, anxiety, 
confusion, slight or partial 


paralysis, excitation, hallucina- 
tions, agitation, hypersalivation 
(increase in saliva), difficulty 
swallowing, and hydrophobia 
(fear of water). Death usually 
occurs within days of the onset 
of these symptoms.” 

Depending on the vaccine 
used and the pets previous vac- 
cination history, each pet should 
receive the vaccine either annu- 
ally or every three years. 

The HATS veterinarian 
will be present to administer 
the rabies vaccine. In addi- 
tion, HATS staff will be pres- 
ent to assist. 


“HATS is proud of its rela- 
tionship with the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe and 
welcomes the opportunity to 
participate in this rabies vac- 
cination clinic for the health 
and safety of the pets and 
humans as well,” said Ed 
Zebrowski, member of the 
HATS Board of Directors. 

Upon bringing pets, dogs 
must be on a leash and cats 
must be in carriers. 

The Tribal rabies vaccina- 
tion clinic is provided as a 
cooperative outreach effort by 
SCIT and HATS. 



Adopt a Pet 


Rogue F 1 

Rogue is a W 

2-year-old I 

Akita/Span- 

iel mix that JbT * 

came to the W 

shelter as a I 

stray. Rogue 
is very active I \ ^ 

and knows 

his basic commands. Rouge also keeps 
a clean kennel. He would do best in a 
quiet, but active home with lots of love. 
Animal ID 21814527 


Mimi 

Mimi is a beau- 
tiful 10-year- 
old Domestic 
Shorthair/mix. 

This senior 
cat is looking 
for her forever 
home. She is 
already spayed 
and has been 

in the shelter since August 2014. She is 
patiently waiting for someone to take her 
home. Animal ID 23573698 


Available at: The Humane Animal Treatment Society 

1 105 S. Isabella Rd. Mt. Pleasant Hatsweb.org 989.775.0830 Email: info@hatsweb.org 

Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Saturday: 9 a.m. -2 p.m. | Puppies (under six months): $175, Dogs: $160, Cats: $85 
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Funs Games 
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CDE'INC BlNJIBAAMCAD ZAA6IDWIN 
(LOVE COMES FROM THE HEART) 


Nichols, John, D, & Nyholm, Earl. A Concise Dictionary of Minnesota Ojibwe. University of Minnesota Press. Minneapolis. 1995. Title by Isabelle Osawamick. 


WHERE ON THE REZ? 



Do you know where this is? 

Answer the puzzle correctly 
by Feb. 16 through e-mail or 
telephone. Your name will go into 
a drawing and one winner will 
receive two free announcements 
in the Tribal Observer. 

Submit Answers To: 

dean tu@sagch ip. org 
or call 989-775-4010 


LUST MONTH: 



Wind Turbine off 
Tomah Road 

Last Month's Winner: 

Julie Synder 
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WIGWAM WISDOM 


The Wigwam has 
sheltered our ancestors 
from storms and bad 
weather since the dawn 
of time. The wigwam 
has witnessed the 
hardships our people 
have had to endure not 
only through the hands of change and war, but upon our 
strongest enemies, ourselves. The spirit of the wigwam 
does not forget and keeps with it the wisdom to guide the 
souls that have strayed back to a peaceful life. 

Comments or feedback can be sent to: 
wigwam_wisdom@yahoo.com 

*(WW is intended entertainment purposes only. Please make 
sure to seek professional counseling when necessary .) 


Dear WW: I went on a date with a beautiful woman 
a couple weeks ago. Everything was perfect until 
we went to dinner. She was so rude to the waiter, I 
was embarrassed for her. Like how many times are 
you going to send your steak back? Watching her 
smother it in catsup was the least of my worries! 
I’ve never seen this side of her before and so need- 
less to say, I have a red flag up. Not sure if I want 
to invite her out to dinner again. Am I making too 
much out of it? Tough as Leather 

Dear Leather: Sounds like she actually let you see 
a “real” side of her. Why waste time and do it again? 
If not the next dinner date, some time into the future 
it will come out as that’s who she is. How does she 
speak to her parents or her children (if she has any)? 
That is a sure sign of how she will eventually treat you. 
All in all, do you really have time to figure “her” out? 
Wouldn’t your time be better spent analyzing yourself 
and why you feel the need to put your arm in the lions 
den again? I take it you are dating because you are 
single which means you can pick and choose whoever 
you want to be with. Take advantage of it and move 
along until you find the perfect match. Life is too short 
to “settle” for anything. Go big or stay at home! 


Dear WW: I am so confused! I can’t believe I did 
this! I was sending my current boyfriend a text and 
goofed and sent it to my ex. The text said “miss you 
and thinking about you” to which my ex responded 
“me too!” Now a piece of me wants to check him 
out. I never wanted the split but had to accept it 
as he was gone. Just up and left. However, I know 
what I have now is good and am truly in love after a 
long recovery. However, I can’t stop thinking about 
my ex now. What do I do? Mended Broken Heart 

Dear Heart: Don’t be ridiculous! Do you really want 
to mess up a good thing now for someone who didn’t 
even care enough to say goodbye? Are you really 
that desperate? You could meet him and he could 
promise you the moon but I highly doubt you would 
ever feel secure. What you really want is for him to 
validate you. However, nothing is sweeter than your 
own self confidence. I would send another text letting 
him know that the text was meant for your current 
boyfriend and that it was a mistake. He will get the 
message loud and clear. In time, you will thank your- 
self for being not only true to your current boyfriend 
but to yourself as well. Happiness comes from mov- 
ing forward and not backward. There’s a reason you 
aren’t with him. That reason is he really didn’t care. 


Dear WW: I hate the thought of Valentine’s Day com- 
ing soon. I am a widow now but my spouse used to go 
all out and spoil me to no end. We even got married 
on Valentine’s Day to show the world how much we 
loved each other. He used to buy me red roses, jewelry, 
take me to dinner and I was queen for a day. How do I 
survive this day and not feel cheated? Time Out 

Dear Time Out: We never know what is going to 
change from one year to the next. However, you have 
some lovely memories to live with. There is no get- 
ting around feeling cheated. Maybe you could journal 
about all the lovely things your spouse did do for you 
on Valentine’s Day. You could actually buy yourself 
something nice or buy someone else something to 
keep the tradition going. Yes, it is a special day for you 
as you were shown much love by your spouse. You 
could also take some quiet time and visit his resting 
place and feel blessed that you were so loved. 
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Ugly Sweaters bowl Youth LEAD tournament participants over 


JOSEP H V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

During “the most wonderful 
time of the year,” Christmas 
singing legend Andy Williams 
was known to wear his signa- 
ture holiday sweater. Beauty 
was in the eye of the beholder 
at the “Ugly Sweater Bowling 
Tournament” on Dec. 28 at 
Chippewa Lanes as bowlers 
donned their gay apparel to cel- 
ebrate the season. 

Youth LEAD Organization 
Sports Specialist Lucas Sprague, 
Youth LEAD Activities Manager 
Ronnie Ekdahl, Organization 
Sports Specialist Lindsey 
Sprague, Youth and Family 
Recreation Specialists Betsey 
Alonzo, Colleen Maki and Dave 
Merrill all played key roles while 
assisting the tournament. 

“(Chippewa Lanes Owner) 
Carl Malish always puts out 
the welcome mat for the Tribe 
every time we host a tourna- 
ment here,” Lucas Sprague 
said. “His staff does an excel- 
lent job and we basically get 
the run of the building while 
we are here for the afternoon. 
The action was sweet and 
(fellow league) bowler Aaron 
Chivis from the Saginaw 
Chippewa Academy was light- 
ing up the alley with strikes.” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Andre Leaureaux took first 
in the youth Ugly Sweater 
contest with Neveah Badger 
and Angelo Leaureaux 
(right) placing second and 
third respectively with 
Akiiwaandemukwa “Bear” 
Howard photo bombing the 
winners in back. 

In the adult high series 1 8 and 
older, Chivis led the men with a 
745 total with one of those games 
where he went into the 10th 
frame with nine strikes in a row. 
Chippewa Lanes league bowler 
Valarie Raphael posted a 612-pin 
series to lead the women. 

Alonzo said there were 82 
registered bowlers. 

Tina Howard was the lucky 
winner of the adult ugly 
sweater contest and Andre 
Leaureaux won for the youth. 
Both highly competitive 


events were judged by the 
Chippewa Lanes employees. 

Lindsey Sprague breathed a 
sigh of relief when the Chippewa 
Lanes employees stepped up to 
be the judges for the contest. 

“I really like to be a part of the 
Youth LEAD events but judging 
community events where you 
have so much family is hard for 
anyone,” she said. “Not only 
was there a huge turnout, it was 
great to see so many happy fam- 
ilies all together. I would like to 
congratulate the ugly sweater 
contestants on doing such a 
good job making your sweaters 
for the event!” 

The high game in the 7 and 
younger youth boys category 
went to Akiiwaandemukwa 
“Bear” Howard with a 116, 
followed closely by girls first 
place finisher Aayla Chivis with 
a 95. In the 8-12 year old divi- 
sion, youth bowler Kenneth 
Wemigwans posted a 174 game 
to lead the boys and Andee 
Raphael led the girls with several 
strikes and rolling a 140 single 
game score. 

In the 13-17 year old con- 
test, SCIT Youth Council 
Member Valentin Romero took 
first place hardware with a 173 
with Cicilee Chivis leading the 
women with a 159 game. 

Door prize drawing winners 
for the event included Akhario 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal youth bowler 
Aayla Chivas proudly 
displays her first place 
trophy in the girls 7 and 
younger tournament. 

Gibbs and Andre Leaureaux 
receiving a $25 Shell Gift 
Card, Kat Pierce receiving a 
$50 Shell Gift Card and Tribal 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

SCAAB Teacher Aaron 
Chivas shows how easy 
it is to roll strikes as he 
posts a remarkable single 
game score. 

Elder Charmaine Shawana won 
the grand prize drawing... an 
overnight stay at the luxurious 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The Rez Girlz sweep the adult Ugly Sweater contest with 
Tina Howard (left) taking first place followed by Lupe 
Gonzalez (middle) and Rosemary Saboo. 



SAGINAW CHIPPEWA 

31 st Annual 

POWWOW 


July 24, 25 & 26 

Look for more information coming soon! 

Location: Tribal Campgrounds 7525 E. Tomah Rd, Mt. Pleasant 

Host Drum: TBD Head Veteran: George Martin 
Head Dancers: Joe Syrette & Heather Schuyler 
MC’s: Vince Beyl & RJ Smith Dance Specials: TBD 
AD’s: Dave Shananquet & Little Man Quintero 
Head Drum Judge: Steven Loonsfoot 
Dance Judges: Darrell Hill & Grace Pushetonequa 
Sound System: Rezonance Productions 


Hotel Information: 

Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort: 1-888-732-4537 
Soaring Eagle Waterpark and Hotel: 1-877-232-4532 


.ri CWPPet fc 





Contact Info: 

SCIT Powwow Committee 

Phone: 1-888-732-4537 

Email: PowWowCommittee@sagchip.org 

www. sagchip. org/pow- wow 



Toys for Tots donations 
collected at SECR 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

From Nov. 4 to Dec. 18, 2014, the Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort placed Toys for Tots collection 
boxes throughout the building. Eight boxes were 
scattered through the casino area, the hotel and the 
Slot Palace across the street. Numerous toys, stuffed 
animal and dolls were donated. 


/+HIPPEWA 

V 'A* 

■V.V.W.ViV.V.Vi* . 989-779-2227 V.V. 



Available for All of Your Central & Northern Michigan Needs! 

No Distance Too Far! | Enjoy Our Wine & Micro Brew Tours In Traverse City! 


Need A Ride? 

We Can Help!! Lift Van Available 


In Vehicle Electronic Credit Card Processing 

For All Major Credit Cards 


VISA 


DISCOVER 


• Casino Runs 

• Seniors 
•Work 

• Lift Vans 

• Golf Courses 

• Weddings 

• Party Vans 

• Bar Runs 

• Ski Resorts 


• Airport Pickup and Drop Off 

Airline Vouchers Accepted 

• Corporate Accounts Welcomed 

Available with Direct Billing 

• Medical Transportation Services 

With Direct Insurance Billing 


Facebook Us @ Chippewacabalma 

WWWo(g^D[pp(iW©(S©k(g®DQJi] 
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George makes premiere through Native American and 
Indigenous Program at the 2015 Sundance Film Festival 



UZ HILL 

Sundance 

Contributing Writer 

In 2014, Sundance Institute 
celebrated the 20th anniver- 
sary of the formal existence 
of its Native American and 
Indigenous Program though the 
commitment has been consistent 
since the Institute’s founding. 

Through sustained and con- 
tinuous support of filmmakers 
with grants, labs, mentorships 
and the platform of the Sundance 
Film Festival, great strides have 
been made in nurturing an 
Indigenous-created body of cin- 
ema which did not exist before 
the Institute’s involvement. 

Twenty years later, we 
continue to support Native 
American and Indigenous film- 
makers through grants, labs, fel- 
lowships and the platform of the 
Sundance Film Festival. 

In addition to the core work 
of investing in emerging film- 
makers with the NativeLab 
Fellowship and the Time 
Warner Native Producers 
Initiative, we are excited 
to launch the new Full Circle 
Initiative, which provides fellow- 
ships to youth filmmakers from 
Michigan and New Mexico. Full 


r 



Courtesy of Gayle Ruhl 


SCIT Member Arlan George 

Circle is supported by the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation. 

In the spirit of supporting 
Indigenous filmmakers, we are 
pleased to share the titles of 
the Indigenous-made films that 
will be premiering at the 2015 
Sundance Film Festival this 
month. These films competed 
against a pool of 1 2, 1 66 submis- 
sions, to be selected among the 
181 films playing at the Festival 

Filmmakers awarded as Full 
Circle Fellows will be given 
an immersive experience in 
the world of Independent film 
and attend screenings, partici- 
pate in guided film discussions 
and connect with leaders of the 
Indigenous film community. 


Arlan George (Saginaw 
Chippewa) was bom in 
Lansing, Mich, on June 13th, 
1996. He grew up on the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe reservation in central 
Michigan until he was 16, when 
he enrolled in a private sports 
academy in Oregon. Two things 
have had a direct impact on 
him throughout high school: 
Skateboarding and film. They 
both have gone hand-in-hand 
for him, taking him places he 
never would have imagined. He 
is currently enrolled at Mount 
Hood Community College in 
Gresham, Ore. working toward 
a degree in advertising. 

Autumn Rose Billie is from 
New Mexico and comes from 
the Taos Pueblo, Acoma Pueblo 
and the Navajo Nation (Dine) 
Tribes. She aspires to practice 
the core beliefs of her culture 
by being a positive role model. 
As a staff member at the non- 
profit Tewa Women United, 
she has the opportunity to do 
so through many community 
projects. She attends the Santa 
Fe Community College in Santa 
Fe, N.M. and has been involved 
in environmental and social 
justice/activist work since high 
school. She is double majoring 


in journalism and experiential 
education. During her free time 
she is writing poetry, being an 
avid photographer, and helping 
at her grandfather’s cornfield. 

Forrest GoodLuck (Dine, 
Mandan, Hidatsa & Tsimshian) 
first began directing at age 10 
for a school play and at age 12 
he made a commercial for a 
Bosque School project. This is 
when he fell in love with film- 
making. He has participated in 
Longhouse Media’s “Superfly 
Workshop” and was awarded 
the Smithsonian Institution’s 
National Museum of the 
American Indian and SWAIA 
Santa Fe Indian Market Class 
X Youth Winner in 2013 for 
“Sun Kink” and in 2014 for 
“Malady’s Muddy Waters”. 
His films have premiered at 
the Seattle International Film 
Festival, Taos Shortz Film 
Festival, LA Skins Festival, 
and NM Film Showcase. Most 
recently, he has landed a sup- 
porting role with the upcoming 
movie, “The Revenant” due 
out December 2015, directed 
by Alejandro Gonzalez 
Inarritu (“Birdman”, “Babel”, 
“Biutiful”) opposite Leonardo 
DiCaprio, Tom Hardy, Domhnall 
Gleeson and Will Poulter. 


Peshawn Rae Bread 

(Comanche, Blackfeet and 
Kiowa) was bom in Oklahoma, 
and is 1 8 years old. She is a fresh- 
man at the Academy of Art in 
San Francisco where she is a film 
major. In 2014, she participated 
in a leadership institute intern- 
ship at the Museum in Indian 
Arts & Culture (MI AC). She also 
worked as an intern under the 
esteemed Director Chris Eyre for 
the Surdna funded MIAC Youth 
Film Camp. In addition to her 
intern duties she wrote, directed 
and produced the short film 
“Blood Blessing”. Peshawn was 
invited to participate in Sundance 
Institute’s Native American 
Writer’s Workshop with Joan 
Tewkesbury held during the 2014 
Indian Market. And, in 2013, she 
made her film acting debut in 
the acclaimed Sundance feature 
film “Drunktowns Finest” where 
she also worked behind the cam- 
era as the director’s assistant. 
In 2010, she wrote, produced, 
directed and acted in her first 
short film “The Misadventures 
of Tatanka Girl” made in 2010 
which is on YouTube. 

For more information, access 
the Sundance Institute Native 
American and Indigenous 
Program at www.sundance.org. 



Any Hot Food 
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$99 $159 
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Isabella 
amok* 


2428 S. Leaton Rd. 
(989) 775-5800 


ENTER TO WIN! 

A $100 VISA Gift Card 

WEEKLY 

Until the end of 

FEBRUARY! 
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**99.00 (Sun.-Thurs.) *159.00 (Fri. & Sat.) Per Night, Standard Room. Tax, resort fee, roj§m. 
upgrades, or additional guests are not included. Management reserves the right to modify or 
cancel this promotion at any time. Some restrictions may apply. Valid until March 31, 2015. 


5665 E. Pickard Rd. • Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858 
Reservations: 877.2EAGLE2 
www.soaringeaglewaterpark.com 
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Migizi Economic Development Company offers employment opportunities at job fair 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

With resolutions for the New 
Year, many may wish to seek 
new employment oppor- 
tunities. Migizi Economic 
Development Company hosted 
its first job fair Jan. 6. 

“Being on the Migizi board, 
I feel a strong urgency in being 
able to select the most appro- 
priate person for the positions 
Migizi and its business units 
have to offer,” said SCIT 
Public Relations Director and 
Migizi Board Member Frank 
Cloutier. “These job fairs give 
us the opportunity to inter- 
act with a greater number of 
individuals and search for 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Food and Beverage 
Service Supervisor Janice 
Henderson is all smiles as 
she conducts an interview 
at the Migizi Job Fair. 

the most viable candidates. 
Each one of our associates is 
an integral part of the puzzle. 
We take our selection process 
very serious.” 


Migizi Human Resources 
Manager Marian Blake said the 
job fair occurred to fill 50 open 
positions within Migizi. Blake 
said Migizi had 127 participants 
attend the job fair and 27 of those 
were preference participants. 

“Meghan Binion, pro- 
motions coordinator for the 
Soaring Eagle Waterpark and 
Hotel, was hired through our 
first job fair and has worked 
her way up to a leadership 
position in just two years since 
her attendance at our first job 
fair,” Blake said. “I was also 
hired to work for the Tribe 
at a job fair back in 1997 as 
well and have worked my way 
from security officer to human 
resources manager during 
my time with the Tribe. We 
hope to expand our job fair to 
involve the Youth LEAD team 
and include all Migizi busi- 
nesses next year.” 

Youth LEAD Director 
Jennifer Crawford welcomes 
collaborative efforts with other 
departments and sees a “win- 
win” situation developing. 

“During our strategic plan- 
ning, one event that kept com- 
ing up was the old Career Fair 
that was held at the Holiday 
Inn,” Crawford said. “I remem- 
ber our Behavioral Health 
Prevention employees and 
many other Tribal departments 
sharing in the experience. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Sagamok Shell Store Supervisor David Eberly (left) and 
Retail Manager Aaron Murdoch (middle) interview a potential 
hire for Migizi properties. 




Tribal Observer 


Promote Your 

Products & Services! 


• Advertisement development included 

• Full color advertisements 

• Reach thousands of customers 

• Affordable rates 

• Flexible publication time frames 

The Tribal Observer is the monthly publication of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan. 

The Observer is available to Tribal Members of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribe, reaching approximately 3,000 
members. The Observer is also distributed via break 
rooms of the Saginaw Chippewa Businesses and is 
available to 4,000 associates. The Observer is distributed 
in each of the hotel rooms in the Soaring Eagle Casino 
& Resort. Display boxes are located at: Sagamok Shell 
(Mount Pleasant and Saganing), Soaring Eagle Casino 
& Resort, downtown Mount Pleasant, Saganing Eagles 
Landing Casino and the Ziibiwing Center Gift shops. 

The Observer can also be viewed exclusively 
online at www.sagchip.org/TribalObserver. 

To advertise, please contact: 

Tribal Observer 

7070 E Broadway 989.775.4010 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 TribalObserver@sagchip.org 


Sizing and Prices 
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5.933” wide by 2.3” tall 
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1/2 Year: $ 110/mo. 1 Year: $95/mo. 



4.917” wide by 4” tall 

1 Month: $150 1/4 Year: $145/mo. 

1/2 Year: $140/mo. 1 Year: $125/mo. 



5.933” wide by 4” tall 

1 Month: $225 1/4 Year: $220/mo. 

1/2 Year: $2 15/mo. 1 Year: $200/mo. 



4.917” wide by 8” tall 

1 Month: $290 1/4 Year: $280/mo. 

1/2 Year: $275/mo. 1 Year: $270/mo. 
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10” wide by 8” tall 

1 Month: $580 1/4 Year: $560/mo. 

1/2 Year: $550/mo. 1 Year: $520/mo. 
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Page 


10” wide by 16” tall 

1 Month: $1,150 1/4 Year: $1, 100/mo. 

1/2 Year: $ 1,075/mo. 1 Year: $ 1,000/mo. 


*All ads are quoted with full color. No discounts given for black 
and white. Payment is due in advance until credit is established. 
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Employment Coordinator Alexa 
Contreras moves a hopeful 
assembly of job seekers to 
their interview stations as 98.5 
WUPS-FM radio DJ Tammy 
Thompson reports the action live. 


Youth LEAD is so 
excited about the 
opportunity to work 
with Migizi to bring 
that event back for 
the SCIT youth, 
providing them 
the opportunity to 
explore a variety of 
the limitless career 
and post-secondary 
options available to 
them. “ 

SEWPH Associate 
General Manager 
Melinda Coffin views 
the job fair as an 
excellent opportunity 
for the local commu- 
nity and Migizi. 

“We were able 
to offer employ- 
ment to fill mul- 
tiple open posi- 
tions,” Coffin said. 

“I would like to thank every- 
body that helped with registra- 
tion, interviews, paperwork, 
and keeping our applicants 
informed as they arrived.” 

Radio personality Tammy 
Thompson from 98.5 FM 
WUPS brought some excite- 
ment by doing a remote live 
broadcast of the event and con- 
ducting interviews with man- 
agers and potential employees. 

F ood & Beverage Department 
Service Supervisor Lorraine 
Dougherty viewed being a part 
of the Jan. 6 Migizi Job Fair as 
a positive progressive step in 
her professional career within 
the operation. 

“It was very exciting to 
be a part of the interview 
process during the job fair. 
It allowed us to meet a wide 
variety of individuals, and 
has given us the opportunity 
to offer positions to many 
people who will to be a great 


addition to our already amaz- 
ing team of associates.” 

Those attending a Migizi 
job fair should bring a 
resume they can leave at the 
interview for later review by 
the hiring recruiters. 

Migizi employs approxi- 
mately 300 personnel. The 
mission at Migizi EDC is “to 
secure the economic well-being 
for the next seven generations 
of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe while adhering to 
the highest ethical standards. 
To build strong relationships, 
diversify, and promote eco- 
nomic development, and create 
self-determination for the Tribe 
and its members.” 

Migizi Human Resources 
Employment Coordinator 
Alexa Contreras was com- 
mended for planning and orga- 
nizing the event and mentions 
the job fair was a complete 
team effort. 



Migizi 

Economic Development Co. 


Positions Now Available! 


Apply today at 

www.migiziedc.com 



Attention Tribal Members 



The Ziibiwing Cultural Society Board of Directors needs to 
fill a 2-year term vacancy. Please submit a letter of interest 
and resume to: 

Shannon Martin 

6650 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 48858 
or email smartin@sagchip.org 


* The Midwest’s Premier American Indian Museum 

VV ZIIBIWING CENTER 6650 E. Broadway • Mt. Pleasant. Mi 

Mf <j f \^ i £^ UC < Jbu * u % Museum: 989-775-4750 • www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing 
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Tribal Operations employees recognized at 
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Tribal Police Officers Neil Schiefer and Trent Vatter 
receive a meritorious recognition from Tribal Council. 
(Pictured left to right: Jennifer Wassegijig, Chip Neyome, 
Sandy Sprague, Schiefer, Vatter, Kelly Babcock, Steven 
Pego, Lindy Hunt and Shelly Bailey.) 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Council and Human Resources 
department joined a packed 
audience as they recognized 
service award recipients and 
special honorees at the annual 
Tribal Operations Employee 
Appreciation Banquet Jan. 24 
in the Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort Ballroom. 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Police K-9 Officer Neil Schiefer 
and fellow Officer Trent Vatter 
received a special award for mer- 
itorious service in finding a lost 
5-year-old girl on Jan. 4, 2015. 

“She was found OK after 
45 minutes of being missing 


in a wooded area,” said Tribal 
Police Captain Jim Cates. 
“Sergeant Craig Wilson also 
received one for having these 


officers go to the area where 
she was last seen. Sergeant 
Wilson did so before receiv- 
ing any request for help from 
Isabella County 911 dispatch. 
It was a great job done by 
these fine officers.” 

Lt. Kelly Babcock repre- 
sented the Tribal Police as 
Tribal Council bestowed the 
high honor on the officers. 

Behavioral Health 

Substance Abuse Counselor 
Robert Storrer also received 
a special recognition of a 
Pendleton blanket for his ser- 
vice to our community by 
Tribal Chief Steven Pego and 
the Tribal Council. 

Anishinabe Workforce 

Developer Louanna Bruner 
introduced the employees receiv- 
ing their 25 years of service 
(Genevieve Chippeway, Angel 
Jackson, Matthew Sprague, 
Sandra Stevens, Lindy Hunt and 
Julius Peters) and 3 5 -year recipi- 
ents Tribal Council Members Tim 
J. Davis and Delmar Jackson Sr. 

Assistant Human Resources 
Manager Mary Quigno served 
as event coordinator and the 
Mino Ode’ Singers offered a 
welcome and Honor Song on 
the drum. 

SCIT Public Relations 
Manager Marcella Hadden 
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SCIT Per Capita Assistant Genevieve Chippeway is honored 
with a plaque for her 25 years of service by Tribal Council. 



The Jackson family came together with patriarch Delmar 
Jackson Sr. and matriarch Julia Jackson to celebrate 
Delmar’s 35 years of service. 


SCIT Planning Department Tree Planting Program 

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe’s Planning Department is excited to announce a tree 
planting program. We are looking for interested community members to help us re-estab- 
lish forest areas along rivers, lakes, ponds, or any other water. Trees and shrubs help to 
stabilize soils along stream banks and shorelines, provide shade for fish and other organ- 
isms living in the water, and work as purifications systems for our environment. We have 
ordered several varieties of small, bare root trees from the Conservation District to plant 
this Spring. The trees typically arrive in late April. The trees vary in size from small seed- 
lings to approximately five feet tall. 

In order to be eligible for the program, community members must meet 
the following requirements: 

• Ownership of the land (near water) where trees will be planted. 

• Be willing to nurture and protect trees (regular watering, protection from mowing). 

• Trees must be planted on Tribal property or within the Tribal Boundary. 


Please submit your application to: 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
Planning Department 
7070 E Broadway 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

Or by email: cpauquette@sagchip.org 


Not all applicants will be chosen, but please 
apply. We have a lot of trees to plant! 

Please contact Carey Pauquette, water quality 
specialist, with any questions: 989 - 775-4016 

Applications will be accepted through March 31, 
2015. Happy Planting! 


annual Appreciation Banquet 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Residential Treatment Center Counselor Robert Storrer 
shakes Chief Steven Pego’s hand as he is honored with 
a Pendleton blanket by Tribal Council. (Pictured left to 
right: Mae Pego, Storrer, Chief Steven Pego, Lindy Hunt, 
Jennifer Wassegijig and Shelly Bailey.) 


did a brief welcome address 
then introduced Tribal Council 
Chaplain Jennifer Wassegijig 
who offered a blessing of the 
food and for all the families 
and friends represented. 

SCIT Mail Courier Kenny 
Sprague served as master of 
ceremonies as Youth LEAD 
Diversion Manager Guadalupe 
Gonzalez kept the music moving. 

“On behalf of the Human 
Resources department, I 
would like to take this time to 
thank those departments and 
individuals that assisted with 
the annual Tribal Operations 
Employee Banquet and to those 
who donated prizes: Public 
Relations, Tribal Observer, 
Soaring Eagle Casino & 


Resort and Spa, Soaring Eagle 
Waterpark and Hotel, SECR 
Marketing, Sales, Information 
Technology, Mino Ode’ 
Singers, DJ Lupe, Louanna 
Bruner, Kenny Sprague, Tribal 
Council and SECR Food and 
Beverage,” Quigno said. “As 
always, your department went 
above and beyond our expec- 
tations. A special thank you 
goes out to all of our Tribal 
Operations employees for 
their hard work and dedica- 
tion. Every one of you con- 
tributes to the success of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe and our Tribal programs 
and we appreciate all that you 
do (and if I left anyone out it 
was not intentional).” 



SEWPH support Toys for Tots 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

The gift of giving was truly in the heart of the holiday spirit 
as Soaring Eagle Waterpark and Hotel General Manager 
Bonnie Sprague (left) celebrates Christmas with Toys for 
Tots Coordinator Lucinda Clark. 

The employees and patrons of the property have been 
gathering the toys through the months of November and 
December for the Dec. 20 distribution. Clark is the daugh- 
ter of deceased U. S. Marine Corps Veteran Richard “Dick” 
Barz and has taken on the responsibility left after her father 
walked on last year. 

Thanks to the efforts of the SEWPH employees and 
patrons, many children in central Michigan enjoyed a new 
toy for Christmas. 




Associates, PLLC 

Damian S. Fisher 


Tribal Elder 
215 West Broadway 

grayskyllc@gmail.cam 


Attorney at Law 
(989) 3I7-3G23 
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Reservation reflections: The second half of my life begins now 


CHARMAINE SHAWANA 

Contributing Writer 

Getting older certainly has its 
challenges. It seems as if it was 
just yesterday that I graduated 
from high school and went on 
to Central Michigan University. 
I turned the big 60 this month. A 
monumental feat in its own right, 
I do believe. My mom lived to 
be only 60, but my grandmother 
lived to be well in her 90s. 

Looking back on my life, I 
can say has been one of great 
fortune. Although as kids I 
don’t think we were rich, we 


never really wanted anything. 
Our days were filled with play- 
ing outside from dawn until 
dusk. We knew every tree that 
was climbable and where every 
creek and ditch was. I notice a 
lot of the kids nowadays don’t 
play outside like we used to. 

There was always a game 
going on somewhere. We 
played kickball in the street until 
dark with all the neighborhood 
kids. There was always a bas- 
ketball or volleyball game going 
on in the “Old Housing Project.” 
If there wasn’t one, we’d start 
one up. All it took was a few of 


us kids. Someone would look 
out the window and soon there 
would be a whole gang of us kids 
playing. Even as teenagers, we’d 
play until we were exhausted. 
Weekends were reserved for the 
big softball games. 

I notice my aches and pains 
more often now. Write them off 
to old age I do. I can tell I am 
getting older when some days I 
am happy with my books, a hot 
cup of tea and the fireplace. 

I find myself telling my 
grandkids about the old days. 
I’m always telling them stories 
about my wild and crazy life. 



SCIT welcomes two new Tribal police officers 


Observer photos by Matthew Wright 


SCIT Police Officers Daniel Hernandez (left) and Matthew Gibson were sworn 
in by SCIT Tribal Chief Steven Pego on Monday, Dec. 22 to begin their duty 
to serve and protect the Tribal community. 


I’ve lived a remarkably fortunate 
life of traveling; meeting many 
people and always believed in 
living my life to the fullest. 

For now, the second half of 
my life starts. I look forward to 
more traveling, more sightsee- 
ing, more meeting new people, 
spending more time in Canada, 
at my second home. I still love 
being outside and love being 
in Mother Nature’s finest. We 
are always having some kind 
of adventure there like boating, 
camping, fishing, hiking; looking 
for things to do. We have a cabin 
there, very rustic. There is still so 
much to see and do. Sometimes I 
feel my life has just begun. 



Courtesy of the Ziibiwing Center 

A lone manual water 
pump stands in the fore- 
ground of the Housing 
and Urban Development 
Project (HUD) at 2451 
Nish-Na-Be-Among 
Drive on the Isabella 
Indian Reservation. 
(Photo from the Alice 
Littlefield Collection.) 



Courtesy of the Ziibiwing Center 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council Member and HUD Housing 
Manager Arnold Sowmick Sr. shares remarks to the com- 
munity from the podium at a 1966 reservation event. (Photo 
from the Alice Littlefield Collection.) 
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Behavioral Health 

PROGRAMS 

Nog-da-win-da-meg • “Taking care of one another” 


2800 S. Shepherd Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant MI, 48858 

989 - 775-4850 

www.sagchip.org/behavioralheaith 


Outpatient Services 

The outpatient program strives to meet the needs of the Anishi- 
nabek population of children, adolescents, adults and the elderly 
through the delivery of integrated services. This program is guid- 
ed by ideals and principles that are reflective of the Anishinabek 
values and beliefs. 

There are many reasons why an individual may need mental 
health counseling. He or she may have a chemical imbalance 
that is making it difficult to function, which can be aided 
through drugs but may also require some form of talk therapy. 
There may be unresolved trauma that is plaguing an individual. 
In nearly any case where a psychological issue is making daily 
functioning a problem, mental health counseling can help. 

• Individual Adult Counseling & Couples Therapy 

• Early Recovery Skills/Basic Education Group 

• Individual Child & Adolescent Counseling 

• Anger Management Education 

• Intensive Outpatient Counseling 

• Batterers’ Intervention Group 

• Transitional Supportive Living 

• Anger Management Group 

• Anishinabek Helping Healer 

• Traditional Practitioner 

• Gambling Addiction Counseling 

• Adolescent Substance Abuse Group 

• Parent Counseling 

• Group Counseling 

• DBT Group 

• Family Counseling 

• Women’s Support Group 

• Case Management Services 

• Psychiatric Services 

• School-Based Counseling 


Residential Services 

Located in the heart of the Isabella Reservation, we offer 
community-based programs catering to the needs of Native 
Americans who want to begin a journey to recovery. 
Programming is based on the twelve steps and incorporates 
the cultural and traditional process. Residents are exposed to 
the Ojibwe language, ceremonies, Native values and historical 
contexts through our cultural curriculum which is supported by 
our clinical approaches. 

Program Goals: 

• Promote balance and harmony within individuals and the community. 

• Provide services aimed at reducing personal, family, social, physical, 
emotional and spiritual distress to individuals. 

• Provide an environment that is met with honesty, humility, love, 
truthfulness, bravery, respect and wisdom. 

• Provide documentation and evaluation of services pertaining to all clients’ 
activities, planning, management, support services and training. 


Nami Migizi Nangwiihgan 

“Under the Eagle Wing” 

The purpose of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan’s 
domestic violence program is to assist those affected by domestic 
violence in finding another path without abuse. 

Individual needs will be addressed by utilizing emergency 
transportation to other shelters and case management services. 
We are dedicated to providing resources, safety and advocacy to 
ensure the physical, mental, spiritual and emotional well-being 
of families victimized by violence. In order to achieve balance 
and independence, we as a community, need to re-establish a 
support network of services and resources. 

The domestic violence services are open to anyone who is a 
victim of domestic violence, sexual assault and/or stalking. 

• Batterers’ Intervention Program • Cultural Sensitivity 

• 24/7 Support • Confidentiality/Privacy 

• Group Therapy • Victim Advocacy 

• Individual Therapy • Education and Outreach 

• Case Management 


Provide coordinated professional referral sources as a network of 
recovery support linkages. 


7 7 

Struggling? 

Mondays: 5:30-7 p.m. (Dinner on your own) 

Fridays: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. (Light lunch included) 

^ u 6o aaaa 6 

Come when you can! As often as you want! 

Need Support? Need skill reminders? 

Topics covered include: 

Join us at RTC-Behavioral Health for the 

Drop-in Relapse Prevention Group 

Red Road teachings, step work, relapse prevention 
skills, mindfulness, medicine wheel teachings and case 
management services. 






Math and reading teacher Cassaday receives 
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"Educator of the Month" 


Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribes 
Education Administration would like 
to take this opportunity to showcase 
the shining stars in the department! 
We are proud of each and every team 
member within our department and 
think the community should know 
about you! 

Congratulations Kelli Cassaday 
for being selected as the January 
Educator of the Month! The perks of 
this award include an induction into 
the Education Apple Orchard, educa- 
tor’s goody bag, a gift certificate and 
a traveling educator award. 

The following is a questionnaire com- 
pleted by Cassaday: 

Which program do you work for? 

Saginaw Chippewa Academy 


How long have you worked for the 
Education Department? This is my 
fourth school year. 

What is your title? Reading and Math 
Teacher 

What is your favorite part of work- 
ing in this department? The chance to 
work with so many different students. 
I also love seeing the students grow. 
Looking at the differences between 
fall and spring is an especially reward- 
ing part of the job. 

When you were younger, what did 
you want to be when you grew up? 

A teacher. I used to play school with 
my little sisters. 

What is your funniest memory in 
working with our students? I have 


one student who is very 
interested in the shoes that 
I am wearing. I look for- 
ward to hearing the student’s 
description of my shoes. 
I always get excited when I 
have a new pair for the stu- 
dent to notice. 

Something people may not 
know about you. I am a huge 
Pittsburgh Steelers fan. 



Do you have any hobbies or 
special talents? I enjoy crochet- 
ing for my family and friends. 

What is your favorite 
movie? Up 

What is your favorite food? Pierogies. 
My favorite are my aunt’s homemade. 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

SCA Teacher Kelli Cassaday 
(middle) accepts her award from 
SCA Principal Marcella Mosqueda 
(left) and Administrative Assistant 
II Christina Halliwill. 

Thank you so much for being such an 
integral part of our education team! 
We appreciate you! 


Matthew Van Alstine Makomenaw joins American Indian 
College Fund as faculty fellowships program officer 


DINAHORWEDEL 

American Indian College Fund 

On Jan. 5, Matthew Van Alstine 
Makomenaw, an enrolled member 
of the Grand Traverse Bay Band of 
Ottawa and Chippewa Indians Tribe 
of Michigan, has joined the American 
Indian College Fund as the faculty fel- 
lowships program officer. He will be 
responsible for recruiting applicants 



Courtesy of AICF 

Matthew Van Alstine Makomenaw 


for faculty fellowship programs and 
managing all aspects of the fellowship 
selection process. 

Makomenaw was previously 
employed at Montana State University 
as an assistant professor of Native 
American Studies. Prior to his position 
in Montana, he served as the direc- 
tor of the American Indian Resource 
Center at the University of Utah. He 
also served as a graduate assistant with 
the ASHE/Lumina Fellows Program at 
Michigan State University, and was the 
director of Native American Programs 
at Central Michigan University. 

Makomenaw holds a doctor- 
ate degree in higher, adult and life- 
long education from Michigan State 
University, where he completed his 
dissertation on the success of tribal 
college students transferring to four- 
year predominantly white institu- 
tions. He holds both a Master’s of Arts 
degree in higher, adult and lifelong 
education-student affairs and a bach- 
elor of arts in psychology. 

He has served as a member of the 
Indian Advisory Committee for the 
Utah Museum of Natural History; with 
the Student Affairs Administrators 
in Higher Education (NASPA) with 
its Region V Indigenous Peoples 
Knowledge Community; as a member 
of the board of directors for the Urban 


Aggressively Defending Your Rights ... 

DWIGHT R. CARPENTER 

ATTORNEY 

Criminal Defense Only • Statewide 

Criminal Defense - All Courts 
Tribal Court - Defense 
Statewide Referrals for Civil Law Suits 

Over 1,500 Licenses Restored! 

FREE CONSULTATION 

Notary and Power of Attorney Services available 
Bi-weekly per cap assignments can be done in my office 

We have more Native American clients than any other 
attorney in the area because we care!! 

We now accept credit cards. 


989 - 386-4114 

2339 E. Ludington Dr. • Clare 



Indian Center of Salt Lake City; 
as a member of the State of Utah’s 
Governors Native American Summit 
Committee; and as the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal College Board of 
Regents secretary. 

The American Indian College Fund 
is the nation’s largest private pro- 
vider of scholarships for American 
Indian students. Founded in 1989, the 
College Fund has been “Educating the 
Mind and Spirit” of Native people for 
25 years and provides an average of 
6,000 scholarships annually. 

The College Fund also supports the 
nation’s 34 accredited tribal colleges 
and universities located on or near 
Indian reservations. The College Fund 
consistently receives top ratings from 
independent charity evaluators. For 
more information, please visit www. 
collegefund.org. 


McGuire 


The following students earned perfect 
attendance for December: Arianna Bird, 
Mackenzie Burger, Zheesheeb Compo, Isaiah 
Harris, Ivan Munoz, Jesse Ritter-B oilman, 
Kentae Flory, Aiyana Sprague, Christopher 
Bartow, Daniel Fuller and Katie Green. 


Pullen 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dance for December: Madison Isham, Logan 
Bird, Caleb Burger, Nikodin Davis, Trevor Isham, 
Zhaawan Martell, Javanni Perry, Isaiah Rodriquez, 
Bailey Burger, Juan- Sergio Casas, Jasmine Davis, 
Ryan Flaugher, Leonard Pamp-Ettinger, Tavia 
Agosto, Arianna Altiman and La’ Anna Tmdeau. 


Renaissance 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dance for December: Erica Hinmon, Gabriel 
Steele, Greg Steele, Tyler Snyder, Brysen 
Chamberlain-Fish, Katie Pigeon, Cordelia 
McDaniel, Kathlyn Dunn-Anderson, Dena 
Gibson, Nixie Snyder, Rayleigh Bennett, Josalyn 
Shaw, Isaiah Otto-Powers and Logan Van Order. 


Attention 


Saginaw Chippewa Higher Education Students: 

The Spring/Winter 2015 Deadline for Tribal Scholarship 
funding is Feb. 15, 2015 

Class schedules and original receipts may be mailed to 
the Youth LEAD main office: 


Higher Education 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


**All default balances must be 
paid in full by the deadline for 
Spring/Winter 2015 funding ** 


Do you have an SCA Alumni Success Story? 

We would love for you to share them with us. The SCIT Education Department 
is accepting submissions of your success stories. If you were a former student, 
your child was a former student or somebody you know was a former student 
of the Saginaw Chippewa Academy, we want to celebrate their success. 

Please answer and submit the following questions: 

• Students Name: • Story of Success 

• Years Attended SCA • How did SCA help you acheive the success? 

Please send your completed answers to: 

SCIT Education Department Or email your submission to: 

7070 E. Broadway Rd. challiwill@sagchip.org 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
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Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College celebrates Martin Luther King Jr. Day 



Courtesy of Mary Pelcher 


More than 50 participants attended SCTC’s 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day event. 



Courtesy of Mary Pelcher 


Participants worked quietly and intently while 
listening to King's speech. 


MARY PELCH ER 

NIFA Extension Coordinator 

It has been more than 50 years 
since Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. stood on the steps 
of the Lincoln Memorial in 
Washington D.C. and gave 
his most famous speech. He 
spoke about the injustice of 
oppression that was prevalent 
at that time. 

In his speech, King pro- 
claimed that he had a dream 
that, “the sweltering heat of 
oppression, will be trans- 
formed into an oasis of free- 
dom and justice.” He spoke of 



Courtesy of Mary Pelcher 


A work in progress for a 
dream catcher, inspired by 
King’s speech. 


the hope for the future as, “I 
Have a Dream.” 

King helped to spark the 
civil rights movement. He 
did this in the most genuine of 
ways, as a peaceful confron- 
tation. King did not advocate 
fighting or violence; on the 
contrary, he wanted to change 
the policies of that time with 
peace and love. 

In a different speech, 
King so eloquently stated, 
“Darkness cannot drive out 
darkness: only light can do 
that. Hate cannot drive out 
hate: only love can do that.” 
King’s words and actions cre- 
ated monumental change. 



Courtesy of Mary Pelcher 

A participant working on 
the finishing touch of a 
dream catcher. 



Courtesy of Mary Pelcher 


On Jan. 19, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal College 
hosted events in celebra- 
tion of Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day. 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
College celebrated Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day on cam- 
pus in our own way with a 
theme centered on dreams 
and peace. 

King’s speech was played 
throughout the event held Jan. 
19, while participants made 
dream catchers and did a print- 
ing project focused on peace 
symbols. The dream catchers 
made at this event could sym- 
bolize the interconnectedness 
of us all, the hope of the future, 
and the dreams that families 
have for the next generation. 

There were more than 50 
participants that attended, and 
families received a children’s 
book about King. 


The book is based on that 
famous “I Have a Dream” 
speech and is a Caldecott 
award winner for its beauti- 
ful illustrations about that 
time and place. The book also 
included the CD of his famous 
speech. This children’s book 


is a family teaching tool, used 
to remember one of the great- 
est men in the history of the 
United States of America. 

The event was a spe- 
cial tribute to a special man. 
Miigwech Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. ! 



Courtesy of Mary Pelcher 


SCTC President Carla 
Sineway overlooks the 
printing of a peace symbol. 



Courtesy of Mary Pelcher 

Dream catchers represented dreams 
for future generations to come. 



Courtesy of Mary Pelcher 


Even the youngest learned 
about hopes and dreams 
for the future. 



Courtesy of Mary Pelcher 


The dream catchers made at the 
SCTC event could symbolize the 
interconnected of all people. 



Get Out of 
the Cold! 

Travel 

Someplace 

Warm 

with a Loan 
from ICCU! 




ICCU AA/V 

Isabella Community 
Credit Union 


989.773.5927 • ICCUonline.com 
2400 Isabella Rd • 102 E Broadway • 2100 E Broadway 

Mt Pleasant 



SCTC is an accredited 
public community college 
that confers associate 
degress in: 

• Business 

• Liberal Arts 

• Native American 
Studies 


Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College 

2274 Enterprise Drive 
Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858 

A Smart Choice in a Transforming Community! 


www.sctc.edu 
989-775-4123 

Tutoring 
Small Classes 
Transfer Credits 
Financial Aid Available 
Family Friendly Campus 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal College is 
committed to maintaining 
a nurturing environment 
which inspires all people 
to attain higher levels of 
personal and academic 
success! ^ 
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Sawyer Brown and John Michael Montgomery deliver country tunes 


NATALI E SHAT TUCK 

Editor 

American country music was 
the night’s theme on Dec. 
30 at Soaring Eagle Casino 
& Resort during the Sawyer 
Brown and John Michael 
Montgomery concert. 

Brother of former SECR 
entertainer Eddie Montgomery 
of Montgomery Gentry, John 
Michael Montgomery is no 
stranger to the music industry. 
He began singing with Eddie 
before signing a major-label 
solo career in 1992. 

Montgomery kicked off his 
show with “Cowboy Love” 
(1995), and “Beer and Bones”, 
“Life’s A Dance” both from 
his debut album. 

He has had more than 30 
singles on the Billboard coun- 
try charts of which seven have 
reached number one and he 


performed each one: “I Love 
The Way You Love Me”, “I 
Can Love You Like That”, “If 
You’ve Got Love”, “I Swear”, 
“The Little Girl”, “Be My Baby 
Tonight” and “Sold (The Grundy 
County Auction Incident)”. 

“I have a couple favorite songs 
with the word ‘home’ in them,” 
Montgomery said. “I’ve always 
been a homebody. I do love being 
on the road, but I always love 
being back home.” 

He then performed “Home 
To You” and “Letters To Home” 
where he mentioned how impor- 
tant it is “to remember the people 
that have kept us safe in the U.S.” 

“I had two uncles in 
Vietnam,” he said. “My 
grandma would receive let- 
ters from them and she would 
always talk about how much 
those letters meant to her. 
May all those serving come 
home safely.” 

His 10th stu- 
dio album “Time 
Flies” was released 
under his own label, 
Stringtown Records, 
in October 2008. 

“If you like this 
next song, you will 
like the entire album 
because this is the 
worst song on the 
album,” Montgomery 
said of “Forever”, stir- 
ring audience laughter. 

Montgomery ended 
his set by tossing his 
cowboy hat out to one 
lucky fan. 

With bass guitar- 
ist Jim Scholten from 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


American country music artist 
John Michael Montgomery 
performs “Beer and Bones” off 
of his 1992 debut album. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


With his unique freestyle dancing, 
energy and vocal ability, Sawyer 
Brown lead vocalist Mark Miller 
kept the audience entertained. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Sawyer Brown lead guitarist Shayne Hill (left) and 
Midland, Mich.’s own Jim Scholten (bass guitar) share 
a moment with the audience. 


Midland, Mich., the fans were 
exceptionally eager to wel- 
come Scholten, of Sawyer 
Brown, home. 

Scholten, along with Mark 
Miller (lead vocals), Gregg 
“Hobie” Hubbard (keyboards), 
Shayne Hill (guitar) and Joe 
Smyth (drums) are better known 
as Sawyer Brown, the American 
country music band founded in 
1981 in Florida. They are named 
after Sawyer Brown Road, near 
their original rehearsal location. 

Known for their country 
pop sound and Miller’s pas- 
sionate dancing, in 1991, the 
band began to express a more 
serious side by adding ballads 
to their repertoire. 

“The Boys and Me”, “Drive 
Me Wild”, “Cafe On The 
Comer”, “The Walk” and “This 
Night Won’t Last Forever” were 
on the set list. 


“It is great to be back,” 
Miller said of the SECR return. 
“(John) Michael (Montgomery) 
and we go way back. It’s awe- 
some to hear his songs.” 

“All These Years”, a song 
addressing infidelity, earned 
abundant applause and a 
standing ovation from the 
audience. 

After performing “Mission 
Temple Fireworks Stand”, 
Miller addressed the audience. 

“I had a guy come up to me 
backstage; he said he hasn’t 
seen me in 20 years and asked, 
‘are you still a mover,”’ Miller 
said laughing at his constant, 
upbeat dance moves. 

“Now that I feel we have 
bonded, I’m going to do a sur- 
vey,” he said. “How many of 
you have never seen us before? 
It’s been 35 years now. If you 
raised your hand, you need to 


get out more... or we need to 
come to Michigan more.” 

Miller mentioned how Sawyer 
Brown is considered “the origi- 
nal American Idols.” In 1981, 
the group played up to five sets 
a night, six days a week, until 
they auditioned for the TV show 
“Star Search” in 1983. They 
auditioned just for band promo- 
tion, and ended up winning the 
$100,000 grand prize and record- 
ing contract. 

Sawyer Brown performed 
their first number one hit “Step 
That Step” from 1984. 

“Last year, we released our 
23rd album,” Miller said. “Oh. . . 
just as I said that, I realized they 
are no longer called albums.” 

Other performances included 
a love song Miller wrote for his 
wife entitled “Smokin’ Hot Wife”, 
“The Dirt Road”, “Thank God 
For You” and “Some Girls Do”. 


Keith Sweat and Mint Condition heat up SECR during the winter weather 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

With their good looks, charm 
and talent, it was safe to 
say Keith Sweat and Mint 
Condition heated up the 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort 
during the cold, wintery Dec. 
29 night. 

Openers Mint Condition, 
the American R&B band, 
formed in the mid ‘80s in St. 
Paul, Minn. Current members 


Stokley Williams, Ricky 
Kinchen, Homer O’Dell, Larry 
Waddell and Jeffrey Allen play 
their own instruments, and 
they play them well. 

“If The Feeling’s Right” 
(1993) kicked off their set, 
followed by “U Send Me 
Swingin’”, “So Fine”, “My 
Dear” and “Whoaa”. 

Williams’ vocals of scats 
and runs were flawless; espe- 
cially shining in “Nothin’ Left 
to Say” and “Sometimes”. His 


vocal ability sounded compara- 
ble to the great Stevie Wonder. 

“Thank you for allowing us 
to get that out of our system,” 
Kinchen (bass guitar) said 
after a comprehensive jam ses- 
sion on “Sometimes”. 

Mint Condition then per- 
formed “What Kind Of Man 
Would I Be?” the No. 2 song 
on the Billboard R&B Charts 
in 1996. The single was so 
popular, it stayed on the charts 
for 41 weeks. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Mint Condition bassist 
Ricky Kinchen delivers 
backing vocals during 
“U Send Me Swingin’”. 


An encore of the bal- 
lad “Breakin’ My Heart 
(Pretty Brown Eyes)” 
thrilled the audience. 

American R&B/ 
soul singer-songwriter 
Keith Sweat was 
the headliner for the 
night. Sweat sang in 
nightclubs throughout 
New York City until 
he was discovered 
in 1987 and offered 
a recording contract 
with Elektra Records. 

Since 1987, Sweat 
has created many hits 
and in 2013 he earned 
the Soul Train Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 

With the help of a 
full band and excep- 
tional backing vocal- 
ists, Sweat performed “Get Up 
On It”, “Just Got Paid”, “My 
Body” and “(There You Go) 
Tellin’ Me No Again”. 

“Thank you all for making 
me Keith Sweat,” he said to 
the crowd. “I’ve got so many 
hits, I’m not sure which one 
I’m going to do right now.” 

“Make It Last Forever” 
was the hit he chose, with 
“How Deep Is Your Love” and 
“Make You Sweat” next. 
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American R&B singer-song- 
writer Keith Sweat shows off 
his soulful voice during “Get 
Up On It”. 

Sweat showed much inter- 
action with the crowd when he 
spoke to them after each song, 
he also brought a young lady 
up on stage with him and later 
brought couples on stage to 
sing to them. 

He also performed his big- 
gest hits to date “Twisted” 
and “Nobody”. The “Twisted” 
recording featured R&B group 
Kut Klose and stayed at No. 2 
on the Billboard Hot 100. 
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Lead guitarist Homer O’Dell and lead vocalist 
Stokley Williams share a moment on stage while 
keyboardist Jeffrey Allen looks on. 
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Jim Gaffigan delivers comedic relief to sold-out SECR audience 


MATTHEW WRIGHT 

Staff Writer 

The Soaring Eagle Casino 
& Resort welcomed come- 
dic artist Jim Gaffigan to 
the Entertainment Hall stage 
Saturday, Dec. 27. The sold- 
out audience was treated to a 
night of his signature come- 
dic routine. 

As a stand-up comedian, 
Gaffigan has released nine com- 
edy albums, with the most recent 
“Obsessed” coming out in 2014. 
He has also had roles in more 
than 30 films including “Super 


Troopers”, “The Love Guru”, “30 
Years to Life” and “17 Again”. 
Beginning in 2015, he will star in 
his own sitcom “The Jim Gaffigan 
Show” on TV Land. 

His writing career includes 
the newly released “Food: A 
Love Story” and the New York 
Times Bestseller “Dad is Fat”. 
Gaffigan also produced a short 
animated series, “Pale Force”, 
which aired on “Late Night with 
Conan O’Brien”. 

Gaffigan’s material cov- 
ers a broad spectrum of top- 
ics, from his love affair with 
food, to his family and other 


observations in his everyday 
life. A highlight of his style 
is the self-depreciating “inner 
commentary”, a high-pitched 
voice which often disapproves 
with his act. 

Gaffigan’s forte remains 
his cheeky observations about 
food and drinks. From donuts, 
steak, Mexican food and most 
famously his trademark Hot 
Pockets routine. 

“Have you ever eaten a Hot 
Pocket and afterwards been like, 
Tm glad I ate that,”’ Gaffigan 
said. “Em always like, Tm 
going to die.’” 


The comedian also shared 
his distaste of everything sea- 
food with the audience, espe- 
cially the fallacy of calling fish 
good tasting. 

“How can it be good,” he said. 
“When the best thing you can say 
about it is that ‘it isn’t fishy?”’ 

After donning a hillbilly 
accent, Gaffigan went on to 
describe the firsthand account 
of the first person who 
thought it was a good idea to 
try oysters. 

“I found a rock with some snot 
in it,” he said. “I’m thinking of 
eating it.” 



Observer photo by Matthew Wright 

Comedian Jim Gaffigan 
delivers his signature "Hot 
Pockets" routine. 


New Year’s Eve Party at Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort a raucous affair 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Revelers are all smiles as the balloons drop while the 
Soaring Eagle patrons and performers ring in 2015. 


JOSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Whenever there’s a party hap- 
pening at the Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort Entertainment 
Hall, you can count on a raucous 
affair replete of excitement and 
non-stop action. The activity 
and visually stimulating stage 
show with Detroit area DJ Skitzo 
and our own Guest Service 
Performance Development 
Specialist Tim McCullough 
made ushering in the 2015 New 
Year a memorable occasion. 

“For me, I can say it is 
always the event I look forward 
to every year not only is it an 
awesome New Year’s Eve party 
but we get to celebrate it with all 
our valued guests,” McCullough 
said. “It is rewarding to know 
the guests are at SECR to bring 
in the 2015 New Year. When I 
look out into the crowd and see 

Classic rock 

NATALIE SHATTUC K 

Editor 

Australia-based band Little River 
Band and American folk-rock 
band America appeared under 
one roof during the Jan. 17 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort 
concert in Mount Pleasant, Mich. 

Formed in 1975, Little River 
Band chose its name after passing 
the Victorian township of Little 
River road sign on the way to a 
performance. 

Little River Band has sold 
more than 25 million records 
and they performed many of 
their U.S. Top 10 singles includ- 
ing “Reminiscing” (their biggest 
hit), “Lady”, “The Night Owls”, 
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Guest Service Performance 
Development Specialist Tim 
McCullough (left) keeps the 
action moving with back- 
ground music and support 
from his friend from the 
Motor City, DJ Skitzo. 

all the happy faces, dancing, 
and enjoying all the activities, 
DJ, games, giveaways and all 
the room has to offer. Plus all 
that positive energy from all 
of our guests waiting for the 
balloon drop and champagne 


“Take It Easy On Me” and “Cool 
Change”, which consisted of 
an instrumental break and band 
member introduction in the mid- 
dle of the song. 

Current band members 
include: Wayne Nelson (lead 
vocals and bass guitar), Greg Hind 
(rhythm guitar), Chris Marion 
(keys), Ryan Ricks (drums) and 
Richard Herring (lead guitar). 

Little River Band also per- 
formed “Long Way There”, “Man 
On Your Mind” and “Happy 
Anniversary” which Nelson said 
was for the crowd to “celebrate 
your main squeeze or celebrate 
your divorce.” 

“Next, we’d like to try some- 
thing new for you... from 1982, 


toast at midnight, there is 
nothing better.” 

Ice sculptures that fea- 
tured gaming themes like slot 
machines, craps and roulette 
adorned the venue along with the 
New Year’s Eve favorite. . . cham- 
pagne! SECR Executive Chef 
Chris Nadobny credits the artistry 
to the Grand Rapids-based com- 
pany Ice Sculptures Limited who 
were contracted for the event. 

“Randy Finch and his team 
have provided several pieces 
that included themed sculptures 
featuring the Soaring Eagle and 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribe logo,” 
Nadobny said. “For some of our 
special events we do for SECR 
Food & Beverage, it’s nice to have 
the creativity of an ice sculpture 
to compliment the presentation.” 

The event had a little touch 
of Vegas with female perform- 
ers donning feathered outfits 
while dancing and posing for 
pictures with patrons. 


that is,” Hind said of the bluesy 
tune “The Other Guys”. “We’re 
going to take some Michigan 
blues and stick it in there.” 

Little River Band also per- 
formed “You Dream I’ll Drive” 
and closed the set with their hit 
“Lonesome Loser”. 

America was formed in 1970 
by musicians Dewey Bunnell, 
Gerry Beckley and Dan Peek. 
They first met in London and 
became well-known in the U.S. 
for their solid vocal harmonies 
and light acoustic folk sound. 

Peek left the group in May 
1977 and unfortunately passed 
away July 24, 2011. Before his 
passing, there was constant spec- 
ulation and hope he would re-join 
the group. 

A full band backed up Bunnell 
and Beckley as they began the 
performance with acoustic gui- 
tars. “Tin Man”, “You Can Do 
Magic”, “Don’t Cross the River”, 
“Daisy Jane”, “Riverside” and “I 
Need You” were played first. 

America also performed 
“Here” and the popular 1972 
song “Ventura Highway”. 

According to the boxed- 
set CD booklet, Bunnell wrote 
“Ventura Highway” while his 
family got a flat tire driving down 
the coast from Vandenberg Air 


For those who enjoy the sports 
bar atmosphere, there was the 
traditional darts area with pool 
tables and foosball, a football 
throw game, a basketball hoop 
game, video games and golf. For 
those patrons who wanted to put 
on the oversized boxing gloves, 
there was an inflatable bouncer 
boxing ring which turned out to 
be a crowd favorite. 

Much of the excitement 
came from the stage show enter- 
tainers provided by a production 


Force Base. It was there he saw a 
road sign for “Ventura.” 

“I really believe that ‘Ventura 
Highway’ has the most lasting 
power of all my songs,” Bunnell 
said, according to the booklet. 
“It’s not just the words - the song 
and the track have a certain fresh, 
vibrant, optimistic quality that I 
can still respond to.” 

America covered “Til I Hear 
It From You” by Gin Blossoms, 
who performed at the SECR out- 
door concert series in July 2014. 

“Foolin’”, “The Border”, 
“Green Monkey”, “Woman 
Tonight”, “Only In Your Heart”, 


company called Funny Business. 
The Grand Rapids talent agency 
books jugglers, caricatures art- 
ists, human sculptures, and a 
variety of circus and “freak 
show” performers. 

As live video clips from the 
New Year’s Eve celebration in 
Times Square were shown on 
the big screens, it was clear that 
everyone was waiting for the 
confetti to blast and the balloons 
to drop signifying the hope of 
the new beginning. 


“Lonely People” and “Sandman” 
were also on the band’s set list. 

“Sister Golden Hair” from 
America’s fifth album “Hearts” 
(1975) was their second single 
to reach number one on the U.S. 
Billboard Hot 100. The lyr- 
ics explain a man’s love for a 
woman, although he is not ready 
to commit to marriage. 

The encore included the 
band’s first and most success- 
ful single “A Horse With No 
Name” (1971). The song not only 
achieved top 10 success in the 
U.S., but also in Canada, Finland, 
Ireland, and the U.K. 
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Dewey Bunnell (left) and Gerry Beckley of the rock band 
America perform “Tin Man” at their Jan. 17 concert. 


bands America and Little River Band shake SECR 
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Little River Band lead guitarist Richard Herring (left) 
and lead vocalist and bassist Wayne Nelson perform an 
instrumental break during “Long Way There”. 
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Roczen of RCH Racing is flying high with second checkered flag of the season 



Courtesy of Simon Cudby 

Ken Roczen takes a corner on his Suzuki RM-Z450. 



Courtesy of Simon Cudby 


JOSEP H V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

The 2015 Monster Energy 
AMA Supercross season finds 
Ken Roczen and the RCH 
Soaring Eagle Racing team fly- 
ing high in Anaheim, Calif, as 
Roczen took his second check- 
ered flag after three races on 
Jan. 17. The win was Roczen’s 
second of the season and third 
career at Angel Stadium. 

Despite Roczen’s first and sec- 
ond-place finishes, respectively, 
in the first two races, the 20-year- 
old 450SX sophomore standout 
was cautiously optimistic before 
the gate dropped on the third main 
event of the year. 

“My day started out a little 
bit rusty,” Roczen, who is unde- 
feated at Anaheim this season 
said. “The track was really spe- 
cial and not easy to ride. I knew, 
going into the track walk, not 
to get stressed about the first or 
second practice. The track really 
came around in the main. It was 
pretty tricky. We had some ruts 
out there and it was a big track 
with long lap times. That defi- 
nitely made it interesting. We 
got good starts when we needed 
them, and I think everyone can 
see that my Suzuki RM-Z450 
works awesome. We had a great 
heat race so I was very confident 
going into the main. I didn’t get 
the holeshot but I was still near 
the front after the start and that 
was all I really needed.” 

Roczen was second fastest in 
both qualifying sessions and fin- 
ished second to Ryan Dungey in 
the first 450SX heat race of the 
program. The solid effort in his 
heat guaranteed the German rider 


a spot at the starting gate for the 
main event. 

Jimmy Albertson won the 
holeshot but it took Roczen less 
than a lap to pass Albertston, 
Davi Millsaps and, ultimately, 
Andrew Short for the top spot. 
From there it was all Roczen, all 
night, where he led all 20 laps 
en route to the fourth big-bike 
win of his young career. 

“Shorty (Andrew Short) is a 
hard guy to pass,” Roczen said. “I 
didn’t really want to get tangled 
up behind him so I had to make the 
move. After that, I needed to ride 
smart but stay focused on inten- 
sity because everyone was really 
fast. My bike worked awesome. It 
felt great and that’s all that mat- 
ters. We put in a few strong laps 
but I couldn’t rest because Ryan 
got a bit closer sometimes dur- 
ing the race. Overall, it was a 
really good night. It was good 
to fight back after last weekend. 
We’ll keep going and hopefully, 
just inch away with the points 
lead. As long as we’re winning, 
we’re good.” 

Fellow RCH Racing team 
member Broc Tickle posted 


a respectful fifth place finish 
in the competitive field of 22 
450 SX riders in the Monster 
Energy Supercross event. 
Tickle’s fifth-place finish was 
his best effort of 2015, less than 
a year removed from a poten- 
tially career-ending injury he 
suffered last March in Toronto. 

Tickle had a solid weekend 
overall. The Holly, Mich, rider 
was solid on his Suzuki in both of 
the weekend’s qualifying sessions 
but a sixth-place finish in his heat 
race forced Tickle to race his way 
through the first 450SX semifinal 
of the night. 

“Everything went pretty 
good,” Tickle said after round 
three. “The semi set the tone for 
the night. Honestly, I haven’t 
gotten a holeshot in a couple of 
years. And winning the semi was 
important. All that confidence 
carried over into the main. All I 
did was go out there, try to ride 
20 solid laps and it paid off. There 
was a lot of carnage midway 
through the race so I just tried to 
keep my pace going and look for- 
ward. (Justin) Barcia was close to 
me and I knew if I stayed close to 


him that I would leave a 
gap behind me. That was 
my goal and that’s kind 
of what happened. (Cole) 

Seely started catching me 
at the end but I still had 
some left in the tank, so I 
opened it up a little bit and 
gapped him just enough 
where I could cruise the 
last couple of laps. It was 
an awesome main event. 

It gives me goose bumps 
getting off the bike after 
a finish like that. I really 
appreciate everyone who 
stuck with me after the 
injury last year.” 

RCH co-owner Carey 
Hart was on hand in 
Anaheim when the dust 
settled and was obviously 
proud of both his riders. 

“The whole night is 
really bittersweet,” Hart said. 
“With Ken getting the win and 
to see Broc come back and finish 
fifth after the year he had last year 
is just awesome. I’m not sure who 
I’m happier for.” 

RCH co-owner and AMA 
Supercross legend Ricky 
Carmichael is a regular guest on 
Fox Sports 1 network that broad- 
casts the 2015 Monster Energy 
AMA Supercross season and the 
exposure highlights SECR to a 
national and international televi- 
sion audience. 

“When I look back at RCH 
and the progress the team has 
made, it’s very humbling,” 
Carmichael said. “When Cary 
and I first talked about the 
idea, the best thing we did was 
make a plan. We knew that it 
would take two years to get 
everything pointed in the right 


RCH Soaring Eagle Racing 
team member Ken Roczen 
displaying his trophy on the 
podium in Anaheim, Calif. 

direction and by year three, 
we’d have a shot at contending 
for a championship. Now, we 
have a championship caliber 
rider with Ken and feel like 
Broc is going to be racing for 
podiums all season, too. It’s 
worked out better than what I 
anticipated. Everything is set. 
We’ve got great riders, great 
sponsors and a great team... 
we’re ready!” 

The 2015 Monster Energy 
AMA Supercross season contin- 
ues with a Feb. 7 race at PETCO 
Park in San Diego, followed by 
a Feb. 14 run at AT&T Stadium 
in Arlington, Texas. The series 
then moves to the Georgia 
Dome in Atlanta on Feb. 21 and 
28 for a southern stop before 
racing to Daytona International 
Speedway on March 7. All 
weekend events are broadcast 
live on Fox Sports 1. 


Blue Oyster Cult and Skid Row amp up the volume and rock Soaring Eagle 
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Skid Row guitarist Scotti Hill (left) 
lays down some power chords as 
lead singer Johnny Solinger packs 
a punch into the rock anthem “We 
Are the Damned”. 


JOSEPH V. SOW MICK 

Photojournalist 

Blue Oyster Cult and hair metal 
band Skid Row turned up the 
Marshalls and amped up the vol- 
ume through a hard core onslaught 
of chart-topping rockers. 

Starting with “The Red and 
the Black”, “The Golden Age 
of Leather” from their 1997 
LP “Spectres” demonstrated 
the rock anthem harmonies 
that made Long Island’s favor- 
ite export, Blue Oyster Cult 
(BOC), a super group that 


charted more than 24 million 
in sales. 

Eric Bloom on lead vocals 
and trademark stun guitar and 
guitarist Donald “Buck Dharma” 
Roeser led the way with Richie 
Castellano (keyboards, rhythm 
guitar, backing vocals), Kasim 
Sulton (bass, backing vocals) and 
Jules Radino (drums, percussion). 

The hard rock and heavy metal 
rolled out as Buck sang “Bumin’ 
for You,” “Godzilla” and their 
seminal smash “(Don’t Fear) The 
Reaper”. Always the showman, 
Bloom referenced the “more 
cowbell” pop culture catchphrase 


originally derived from an April 
2000 Saturday Night Live com- 
edy sketch which fictionalized 
BOC recording of the song. 

Radio personality Jerry 
Coyne from Q100 and 
Blameystone Broadcasting pre- 
sented the band with classic 
rock T-shirts from his station 
and mentions BOC music is 
regularly featured on his station. 

“Bands like Blue Oyster Cult 
who rocked Soaring Eagle... 
still rock, still energize and bring 
enjoyment to their audience,” 
Coyne said. “It’s easy to see when 
you have 3,200 people standing 
and cheering. . . but hearing those 
songs on the radio always take us 
back to another time and place, 
they play in through ears, circle 
around your brain and heart and 
end up in your soul.” 

Bassist extrodinarre Sultan 
surprised the crowd with a 
solo during their performance 
that featured Joan Jett and the 
Blackhearts’ “I Love Rock and 
Roll”, “Bang the Drum All 
Day” from Todd Rundgren and 
Meat Loaf’s “Paradise by the 
Dashboard Light”. Not to be out- 
done, Radino jumped into a blis- 
tering drum solo and showed his 
musicianship. In their 90-minute 


performance, BOC 
stole the show from 
the Jersey rockers, 

Skid Row. 

It was Bon Jovi, 
a summer concert 
series favorite at 
Soaring Eagle, who 
had Sebastian Bach 
and his band as an 
opening act in 1989. 

Skid Row was flying 
high with multi-plat- 
inum success fueled 
by the hit singles 
“18 and Life”, “I 
Remember You” and 
“Youth Gone Wild”. 

Fans crushed up in 
front of the stage to 
hear the vocal gymnastics of Skid 
Row front man Johnny Solinger. 
Solinger was joined onstage with 
Dave “The Snake” Sabo (guitars 
and backing vocals), Rachael 
Bolan (bass and vocals), Scotti 
Hill (guitars and vocals) and 
drummer Rob Hammersmith. 

Concert patron Barry Ayris 
attends many Soaring Eagle 
rock shows and thought Skid 
Row delivered. 

“This was the music I 
grew up on and I’m pretty 
picky when bands go through 


lineup changes... it happens 
with just about every heavy 
metal rock band,” Ayris said. 
“They nailed it straight off 
and I’m glad they included 
their new music from the 
‘United World Rebellion’ 
releases. If you really like 
your rock hard and loud, they 
put on your kind of show.” 

During their encore of “Slave 
to the Grind” and “Youth Gone 
Wild,” everyone in the venue 
was standing and screaming 
their approval. 
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Blue Oyster Cult (pictured left to right) frontman Eric Bloom 
and his stun guitar takes center stage with Richie Castellano 
(rhythm guitar), Donald "Buck Dharma" Roeser (lead guitar) 
and Kasim Sulton (bass). 
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Health 


How to train teens 


to participate safely 


in sports 


(Editors note: The following 
article is published ' with permis- 
sion , from Health-e headlines ™ 
Consumer Health News Service.) 

Increased participation in foot- 
ball, soccer, basketball, and other 
sports also leaves athletes more 
prone to injury, but certain good 
practices can help protect them 
from being sidelined, according 
to Dr. Scott Rodeo, an orthope- 
dic surgeon at the Hospital for 
Special Surgery. 

• Athletes need to stay 
hydrated. Water is adequate, but 
fluids with electrolytes are needed 


if athletes exercise more than two 
hours a day. 

• Make sure young athletes 
warm up properly to slowly 
increase the heart and breath- 
ing rate by doing low-intensity 
versions of the activity and 
stretching. 

• Any player who feels dizzy, 
light-headed, or short of breath 
needs to get out of the game. This 
is especially important if playing 
or practicing in hot and humid 
conditions. 

• Athletes can push themselves 
during practice, but should not go 
to complete exhaustion. 


• Athletes should talk to 
their parents or coaches if they 
feel they’ve have been injured. 
There is no such thing as a mild 
concussion. Signs of a concus- 
sion include a headache, light 
sensitivity, appearing confused, 
and clumsiness. After a player 
is removed from a game, par- 
ents need to monitor their child 
at home to make sure symp- 
toms aren’t worsening. 

• Limit weekly training 
time, number of repetitions, 
and total distance to no more 
than a 10 percent increase 
each week. 


• Ensure the use of proper 
equipment for each sport: protec- 
tive equipment should be the cor- 
rect size, fit well, and protect from 
top to bottom. 

• Players should be educated 
on the rules of the game: make 
sure they understand their role 
and position, as well as where to 
be to avoid being in harm’s way. 

• Serious injuries should be 
promptly evaluated and treated. 
Even injuries that may be consid- 
ered minor should be promptly 
checked by a medical profes- 
sional so they do not cause more 
serious problems later on. 


• Parents should be vigilant to 
signs of burnout such as athlete’s 
fatigue, poor academic perfor- 
mance, and complaints of non- 
specific muscle or joint problems. 

• Keep it positive: Emphasize 
that the focus of sports participa- 
tion should be on fun, skill acqui- 
sition, sportsmanship and, above 
all else, safety. 

• Nutrition is important for 
recovery. Consume a carbohy- 
drate bar or carbohydrate drink 
immediately after practice, fol- 
lowed by a meal one to two hours 
after to help maintain strength 
and endurance. 


Tips for 

SALLY VAN CISE 

Nutritionist 

Now is a good time to think 
ahead to the time when you 
attained your goal(s), and start 
planning on how you can main- 
tain that achievement! 

Enjoy the learning process: 

• Enjoy eating healthy: Leam 
ways to cook so you like the 
food - take a cooking class, or 
watch a TV cooking show; find 
ways to enjoy the process of pre- 
paring your foods - could you 
cook and/or eat with a friend 
who has similar goals; educate 
yourself about nutrition to gain 
respect and appreciation for the 
healthy foods - leam about nutri- 
ents, food quality, environmental 
impacts, etc. 

• Enjoy exercise/activity: 
explore ways to move your body 
that “speak” to you (dance, hike 
in the woods, take the kids sled- 
ding, take a class in the Nimkee 
Fitness Center.) 

Continue to set new goals: 

this is not about achieving 
a goal and then returning to 
old habits. Success is easier 


successfully 

to maintain if you continue to 
grow, learn and change. 

Surround yourself with like- 
minded people: It is so much 
easier to follow your new lifestyle 
if you have friends to call, check 
in with and share your new activi- 
ties and values. 

Be open to new challenges: 

whether with nutrition, your exer- 
cise or other areas in your life. 

Remind yourself of the bene- 
fits of achieving your goal: What 
in your life is better now, because 
you have achieved your goal? 
What are you able to do now that 
you could not do before? 

Strive to be positive: A lot 
of success in health is a result of 
your mental outlook - you are 
what you think. While not a new 
concept, positive psychology 
- the effects on our lives when 
thinking positively - is now an 
accredited area of study in uni- 
versities around the world. 

Get enough sleep: Lack of 
sleep is associated with health 
problems, low motivation, 
depression, excessive hunger. 
There are many suggestions about 
how to improve your sleep, such 
as daily mild exercise, relaxation 
and deep breathing techniques. 


Apple Crisp Breakfast Cookies 

Yields: 18 servings Prep Time: 15 minutes Cook Time: 17 minutes 

Make these ahead of time; store in the 
freezer. Thaw in the morning and give 
them to your children as a quick, tasty, 
and nourishing snack! Recipe adapted 
from Rachel of Rachel Cooks 



Ingredients: 

• 3 /4 cup whole wheat flour 

(I prefer using whole wheat pastry flour) 

• V 2 cup unbleached all-purpose flour 

• 1 V 2 cup rolled oats (try 1 cup quick oats 
plus V 2 cup long-cooking rolled oats) 

• 1 cup chopped walnuts 

• 1 cup chopped granny smith apple 

(small peices) 


• V 4 teaspoon salt 

• 1 teaspoon baking powder 

• 1 teaspoon baking soda 

• 1 teaspoon cinnamon 

• V 4 teaspoon ground nutmeg 

• V 4 cup unsalted butter, softened 

• V 2 cup plain Greek yogurt 

• 2/3 cup dark brown sugar 

• 1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract 

• 2 large eggs 



Instructions: 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees 

• In a medium bowl, stir together both types of flour, oats, salt, baking 
powder, baking soda, cinnamon, and nutmeg until combined. Set aside. 

• In a bowl of a stand mixer, cream together softened butter and yogurt. 
Add brown sugar and mix until combined. Add eggs and vanilla, mix- 
ing again until combined. With the mixer on low, gradually add in the 
dry ingredients until thoroughly mixed. By hand, fold in the walnuts 
and apple pieces. 

• Scoop onto a Silpat or parchment paper lined baking sheet by about % 
cup spoonful’s. 

• Bake for 15-17 minutes, or until firm to the touch. 


your healthy goals 


maintaining 

Keep in mind to avoid drinking 
caffeinated coffee, tea and sodas 
after 3 p.m.; as well, don’t use 
alcohol as a sleep aid - it causes 
restless sleep. 

Eating breakfast is associ- 
ated with many health ben- 
efits: Diminishes mid-moming 


hunger, elevates basal metabolic 
rate, results in less imbalanced, 
erratic or excessive eating the 
rest of the day and it can also 
encourage an improved con- 
sciousness about health. 

Maintain those habits (sleep, 
laughter, exercise) that helped 


you achieve your goal. 

Want help with any of this? 
Call me (Sally) at 989-775- 
4615 for nutrition ideas and 
coaching, with Jayme or Jaden 
at 989-775-4696 to help shape 
up your fitness, in or outside of 
the Fitness Center! 


Mino Bimaadiziwin: The good life 


DAMI AN FISH ER 

Contributing Writer 

I’ve often said that goal setting 
is an important part of making 
progress toward good health, 
and taking the time around the 
holidays was a good time to 
make new goals for 2015. 

This will be my fourth year 
of bodybuilding competition and 
my expectations are much higher 
than ever before. I’ve come a 
long way in three years of con- 
sistent weight training, but I need 
to begin focusing more on bring- 
ing all of the different aspects 
together. The exercise, the nutri- 
tion, the posing, the contest 
preparation all need to be timed 
to efficiently peak together; that 
is a challenge! As with life, tim- 
ing is everything. Luck isn’t ran- 
dom, it occurs where preparation 
meets opportunity. 

I plan on competing in three 
contests early this year. The 
first will be in Flint, Mich, on 
April 11. It’s a smaller show 
but one that consistently 
attracts competitors in all of 


the areas sanctioned by the 
National Physique Committee 
(NPC). This is a good show to 
start with because the crowd is 
enthusiastic and many of the 
competitors are local. 

At 52 years old, I will be com- 
peting in the “Grand Masters” 
(aged 50 and older) division, 
and I want to get to 185 pounds 
or less than 10 percent body fat 
from my current 197 pounds and 
18 percent body fat. 

I’ve already started my prepa- 
ration. Nutrition is first, cutting 
down the luxury fats like extra 
cheese, butter and mayonnaise. 
I’m transitioning to higher qual- 
ity proteins like lean ham instead 
of bacon, or turkey instead 
of hamburger. I’m also using 
protein supplements for rapid 
absorption at strategic times like 
post-work out or before bedtime 
and upon waking up. 

My exercise changes too. 
I’ve increased repetitions and 
focus on good form because 
lifting heavy isn’t as important 
pre-contest as it is during the 
“off season.” 



Courtesy of Damian Fisher 


This year marks the start of 
Fisher's fourth year in com- 
petitive bodybuilding. 

Vitamin and mineral supple- 
ments are part of this regime, too. 

I’m not doing this alone this 
season: I have help training at 
Nimkee Fitness Center, diet 
advice from our nutrition ser- 
vices at Nimkee Public Health, 
and I have been fortunate to have 
the support of the community. 

I really appreciate all of the 
encouragement from the peo- 
ple who stop by in the gym, in 
town, and on the Rez to talk to 
me about this wonderful journey. 
Thank you and I’ll let you know 
about the progress next month! 


Nimkee Fitness Center Group Exercise Schedule February 2015 


Time 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

10 a.m. 

*Aqua Fit 
Sharon 


*Aqua Fit 
Sharon 


*Aqua Fit 
Sharon 

*Location Change: Aqua Fit will now be held at the Soaring Eagle Waterpark and Hotel 

12:10p.m. 

Turbo Kick 
Jayme 

Suspension 

Training 

Jayme 

Turbo Kick 
Jayme 

Fat Blast 

Jayme 

CrossFitness 

Jaden 

1:10 p.m. 



Boot Camp 
Jaden 


Turbo Kick 
Jayme 

5:10 p.m. 

Fat Blast 

Jayme 

Kick & Step 

Jeni 


Power Hour 

Leah 


5:30 p.m. 



Belly Dance 
Deanna 
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Elvis would have been 80, Andahwod Elders celebrate 


confirmed the event occurred 
on what we call on the Rez, 
“Indian time,” by celebrating 
a day late. 

“...There was a snow 
storm, but we still had at least 
12 Elders participate,” Green 
said. “Training Instructor John 
Gerhard from HR led an Elvis- 
themed ‘Name that Tune’ 
game. There was an Elvis 
trivia quiz, as well as Elvis’ 
favorite snack, fried pickles.” 

Last year, another Elvis’ 
favorite food was incorporated: 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


SCIT Human Resources Training Instructor John Gerhard 
takes a moment during the Elvis “Name That Tune” trivia 
contest with Andahwod resident and Elder Tweedie VanCise 


JOSEP H V. SOWMIC K 

Photojournalist 

It was “one for the money, 
two for the show” as the 
Andahwod Continuing Care 
& Elder Services and the 
Human Resources Training 
and Development departments 
teamed up to celebrate the 80th 
birthday of Elvis Aaron Presley 
(Jan. 8, 1935 - Aug. 17, 1977) 
on Friday, Jan. 9, 2015. 

Elder Community Activity 
Assistant Tomarrah Green 


FEBRUARY 2015 

Tribal Elder Birthdays 


1 Eliza Owl, Naomi Pederson, 
Gail Smith, Bonnie Sprague, 
Cathy Floyd 

2 Deborah Meskill, Roger 
Ambs Jr., Carl Pelcher, 
Garth Jackson Sr., 

Robert Shawboose 

3 Mark Martin, Robin Martin, 
Martha Pudvay, Donna 
Trapp, Tom Waynee 

4 Wayne Ritter, Roland 
Jackson, Juanita Slater, 
David Weaver 

5 Mary Graveratte, 

Marcia Kelsall 

6 Barbara Brodie, Timothy 
Davis, Mark Grischke, 
Esther Bailey 

7 Timothy Froncek, 

Scott Pego 

8 Linda Craig, Larry Collins, 
Debra Marler, Linda Martin 

9 Raymond Davis, James 
Burnham, Linda La Forest 

1 0 Carolyn Folts, Paul Rueckert 
Sr., LeRoy Scharaswak, 
Robert Weaver 

1 1 Mark Schafer, Michael 
Pashenee, Betty Webkamigad 

12 Bonnie Ekdahl 

1 3 Sheri Lairson 

14 Dennis Gould 

15 Norman Cyr Sr., Terry 
Vasquez, Jeffrey Sprague, 
Mark Steele 

1 6 Kathy Dintaman 


1 6 Darryl Jackson, Florence 
Sprague, James Wheaton 

1 7 Douglas Floyd, Lori Mazur 

1 8 Richard Byce, 

Frank Wheaton 

1 9 Joan Cline, Milton Pelcher, 
Christina Chingman, 

James Dombkowski, James 
McDonald, Simon Otto 
Sr., Walter Slavik 

20 Keith Mandoka, Nancy 
Miller, Ronald Bonnau, 
Ross Chapoton, 

Peggy Goebel 

21 Greggory Dutton, 
Savannah Rice 

22 Tracy Mays, Rebecca 
Rittmaier, Chester Cabay III 

23 Susan Bettistea, Glenn Hall, 
Betty Brief, Dorothy Brown, 
Joseph Davis, Kelly Kendall, 
Kathie Kozuch, Ralph Mays, 
Bunny Roth, Andy Shuler 

24 Dianna Chamberlain, 

Mark Starkey, Judith 
McLellan, Allen Slater Sr., 
Bernard Wright 

25 Cynthia Quigno, 

Shirley Robertson 

26 Willie Bailey Jr., Lorna 
McDonald, Edward Phelps 

27 Frederick Bennett Sr., 
Alvin Jackson, 

Jeremy Sawmick 

28 Adelaide Davis, *Evelyn 
Sharon, Lewis Sprague, 
Julie Chamberlain 

*Birthday is the 29th 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Andahwod looks a little like Graceland as many Elders wore their 
Elvis glasses in loving tribute to the “King of Rock and Roll.” 


peanut butter and 
banana sandwiches. 

“The HRTraining 
Department spun 
some Elvis tunes for 
the teams to iden- 
tify,” Gerhard said. 

“The three teams 
were ‘Elvis Pelvis’, 

‘Don’t Be Cruel’ 
and ‘Blue Suede 
Shoes’. Of course, if 
they sang or danced, 
extra points were 
awarded. There 
were a lot of laughs, singing and 
pelvis wiggling. It was difficult 
to stump these astute folks who 
grew up with ‘The King.’” 

Fellow HR Training 
Instructor Steve Urbani was 
the scorekeeper and photogra- 
pher and Andrew Wagner kept 
the trivia tunes rolling. 

Andahwod Senior Assisted 
Living Administrator Gayle 
Ruhl appreciates the effort 
Gerhard and his associates made 
on providing a lively afternoon 
of fun for the residents and 
Elders in the community. 

“We have many different 
departments that do a similar 
outreach to the Elders in our 
community and the residents 
enjoy the diversity of all these 
different programs we can 
offer,” Ruhl said. “Whether 


it’s the language bingo pro- 
grams done by the ALRD 
(Anishinaabe Language 

Revitalization Department) or 
the Youth LEAD volunteers 
coming in with the SCIT Youth 
Council, having this kind of 
support helps us build exciting 
opportunities for everyone in 
the community.” 

Elvis Presley is considered 
one of the most celebrated and 
influential musicians of the 
20th century. Commercially 
successful in many genres, 
including pop, blues and 
gospel, he is the best-selling 
solo artist in the history of 
recorded music, with esti- 
mated album sales of 600 mil- 
lion units worldwide. 

He was nominated for 
14 competitive Grammy s 


and won three, also receiv- 
ing the Grammy Lifetime 
Achievement Award at age 
36, and has been inducted into 
multiple music halls of fame. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

It’s all “Viva Las Vegas” as 
SCIT Human Resources 
Training Instructor Andrew 
Wagner dons his Elvis 
glasses with his DJ gear 
and kicks out all of Elvis 
Presley’s chart toppers. 


Think warm thoughts, spring weather is 
just around the corner 


FELICIA MCCRARY 

BSW Intern 

With the dismal temperatures 
surrounding us outdoors, find- 
ing something to do around 
the house helps us to stay 
focused and ready for the 
coming season. Though at the 
moment it seems so far away, 
spring always seems to jump 
on us with household project 
after project. 

Starting our spring cleaning 
early can give us a head start 
on getting organized before 
the weather turns around. 
Performing indoor activities 
can be just what we need to 
pass the time. Andahwod has a 
few tips to help you keep your 
home warm and organized. 

February is an excellent 
time to change the batteries 
in smoke detectors around 


the house. These should be 
replaced twice a year, so hav- 
ing a few extra nine-volt bat- 
teries in a drawer for next time 
is never a bad idea. 

Dusting and cleaning vents 
can also help pass the time 
while simultaneously improv- 
ing the air quality in your 
home! A neat trick to help 
keep you warm is running ceil- 
ing fans in reverse. The angle 
of the blades coupled with the 
reverse direction circulates 
warm air downwards. Please 
give us a call at Andahwod so 
we can assist you in this pro- 
cess 989 - 775 - 4300 . 

Right now is also the perfect 
time to start planting those fruits 
and veggies best enjoyed in the 
summer and fall seasons. Warm 
weather foods such as peppers, 
tomatoes, squash, watermelon 
and strawberries can be planted 


indoors and later moved to the 
garden as winter comes to a 
close. These foods and oth- 
ers have long growing seasons 
which makes this month the 
perfect time to get started. 

Once the seedlings reach 
about eight inches or have a 
few leaves, they are ready to be 
transported to a more permanent 
location. This growing process 
should take about 6-8 weeks 
which should bring us right 
into sunshine and rain. In other 
words, no more snow! Certain 
flowers such as snapdragons 
and violas are also best started 
at this time. Watching the plants 
start to grow can give hope for 
warmer weather to come. 

Sources: Good Plants to 
Start Indoors , 2014; Improve 
Indoor Air Quality with Winter 
House Cleaning , 2014 


Anda hwod ebruary vents 


Euchre 

Tuesdays/Thursdays at 6 p.m. | Contact: 989-775-4300 

Language Bingo 

Feb. 5 at 1 p.m. | Contact: 989-775-4307 

Snagapalooza Presents: Burlesque 

Feb. 14 from 7- 1 1 p.m. | Contact: 989-775-4300 
• Ages 30 and older • Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 


Elders Breakfast 

Feb. 1 1 & 25 from 9- 10 a.m. | Contact: 989-775-4300 

Bingo with Friends 

Feb. 18 at 1 p.m. | Contact: 989-775-4307 

Candy Grams Fundraiser 

Feb. 1-11 | Contact: 989-775-4300 
• Delivery Feb. 13 








WIN ONE OF TWO 
'DREAM VACATIONS! 

FRIDAYS IN FEBRUARY I 12PM-9PM 


GRAND PRIZE DRAWING 
FEBRUARY 27 AT 10PM! 

Get away from it all! Every Friday, earn 700 points on your 
Access Card and win a cooler bag filled with beach goodies 
PLUS up to $1 ,000 in Premium Play or up to 1 ,000 bonus 
entries for our Grand Prize: 1 of 2 $5,000 travel vouchers, 
luggage set and $2,000 in cash! 

Saganing 

Eagles Landing 
Casino 

Standish, Ml • 1.888.7.EAGLE.7 • Saganing-EaglesLanding.com ◄>❖0 


WIN A CADILLAC THIS FEBRUARY & MARCH! 


7PM-10PM I SATURDAYS 

5 HOURLY WINNERS RECEIVE: 

• $500 Cash 
• $1,250 Premium Play 

• Plus 1,000 bonus entries into our 
end -of- the- month Cadillac drawing 

1 WINNER ON FEBRUARY 28 AT 10:30PM 
WILL WIN A CADILLAC! 


CASINO 6 RESORT' 

Mt. Pleasant, Ml • 1 .877.2.EAGLE.2 • SoaringEagleCasino.com 

"pleasant 

*Must be a Players Club member to participate. Receive one entry for every 200 points earned beginning February 1. Promotion ends on March 28. 


VALENTINE'S DAY I FEB 14 

Win a romantic resort package! 

FREE GIFT DAY BINGO I FEB 25 

Free gift with each purchased session! 

See our website for more details. 


Soaring Eagle 
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Ixto&Calendar <0 

> i 

•: FEBRUARY 2015 EVENT PLANNER ? 


Walking Club 

February 2, 4, 9, 11, 16, 18, 23, 26 1 12 -12:50p.m. 

• Location: Meet in front of SECR Entertainment Hall 

• Contact: 989-775-5624 


Family Spirit Support Group 

February 1 8 1 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

• Location: Nimkee Public Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4616 


Saganing Traditional Teaching 

February 4 1 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

• Location: Saganing Tribal Center 

• Contact: 989-775-5820 


Parenting Classes 

February 2, 9, 1 6, 23 1 3 - 5 p.m. 

• Location: Nimkee Public Health Kitchen 

• To Register: 989-775-4616 

• "Becoming a Love and Logic Parent" 

• For parents of children ages six and older 

Red Dress Fashion Show 

February 6 | 6 - 8 p.m. 

• Location: Ziibiwing Center 

• Contact: 989-775-4059 

• Healing Through Culture and Art Shawl Collection 

• Open to the Tribal Community 

Fitness Support Group 

February 1 1 , 26 1 12 - 1 p.m. 

• Location: Nimkee Public Health Kitchen 

• Contact: 989-775-4780 

Heroin: Drug Education Presentation 

February 11 | 6 p.m. 

• Location: Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

• Contact: 989-775-4208 

• Includes a presentation from Families Against Narcotics 

• Light Dinner Provided 

Women's Support Group 

February 17 | 5:30- 7p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4896 

• Lasagna dinner provided 


Men's Meeting 

February 26 | 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

• Location: Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

• Contact: 989-775-2370 ext. 214 

• Open communication, talking circle 

• Food will be provided 

Housing Financial Workshop 

February 19 1 12p.m. 

• Location: Housing Conference Room 

• Contact: 989-775-4552 

Wellness Support Group 

February 1 9 | 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. 

February 20 1 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. &3-4 p.m. 

• Location: SECR Employee Main Entrance Hallway 

• Contact: 989-775-5624 

• A support group to discuss health issues and wellness 
goals among friends and co-workers. 

Anishinabe Miijim Community Potluck 

February 26 | 6- 8p.m. 

• Location: Ziibiwing 

• Contact: 989-775-4750 

Youth LEAD trip to Sea Life Aquarium 

February 28 | Leaving at 10 a.m., returning at 5 p.m. 

• Meeting at Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

• To reserve your spot, please contact: 989-775-4506 

• $5 per person, transportation provided 

• First come first serve basis 


rams 

To raise funds for the Elders Valentine’s Day Party 

Last day to order: Wednesday, Feb. 11 • Delivery: Friday, Feb. 13 

Send a nicely packaged candy gram with assorted candies and your personal 
message to your child, sweetheart, friends and family or even that secret crush. 

For more information, please contact: 

Tomarrah or Elisa at 989.775.4302 or tgreen@sagchip.org 


Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
Andahwod Maple Room 

For more information contact: Kim 989.289.3088, Roger 989.944.1937 


Save the Date! 


Honoring Saganing 

Traditional Powwow 

June 20 & 21, 2015 


Talking 

Circle 


* TRIBAL COMMUNITY CALENDAR FEBRUARY 2015 


MONDAY 


• SECR Payroll 
SCIT Per Capita 

• SCIT Payroll 

• Waste Collection* 

*Bins must be curbside by 6:30 a.m. 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY 


THURSDAY 


FRIDAY 


SAT. /SUN. 


Gamblers Anonymous (GA) Meetings . Narcotics Anonymous Meetings 


12-step program for people that have a gambling problem. 

Mondays & Thursdays 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Mount Pleasant First United Methodist Church 
400 S. Main St. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Tuesdays: 6 p.m., Wesley Foundation at CMU 

1400 S. Washington St., Mount Pleasant 

Thursdays: 6:30 p.m., First Methodist Church 

400 S. Main St., Mount Pleasant 

Saturdays: 7 p.m., Mount Pleasant Alano Club 

1201 N. Fancher Rd., Mount Pleasant 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Women’s Traditions Bear 
Hide Healing Bundle Making 

B. Health | 2 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

Men’s Society Meeting 

Behind SCA | 6 p.m. 

Grandmother Moon 

B. Health | 7 p.m. - 8 p.m. 


Ogitchedaw Meeting 

Seniors Room | 6 p.m. 

Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Traditional Healers 

7th Generation | 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Parent Advisory Meeting 

SCA | 5 p.m. - 6 p.m. 

Traditional Healers 

7th Generation | 8 a.m. - 4 p.m 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


7 Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 

Youth Girls Basketall Game 

Tribal Gym | 1 - 4 p.m. 


8 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


10 


11 


12 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Men’s Society Meeting 

Behind SCA | 6 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Donnie Dowd Sweat Lodge 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 10 p.m. 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Donnie Dowd 

B. Health | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Healthy Heart Breakfast 

Nimkee Kitchen | 8 - 9:30 a.m. 

SCA Family Movie Night 

5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 


13 


14 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


15 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


Tribal Observer 

Deadline | 3 p.m. 

Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Men’s Society Meeting 

Behind SCA | 6 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 


Education Advisory Board 

Meeting | 9 a.m. 

Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 

Baby Moccasin Class 

Nimkee Public Health | 2 p.m. 


21 Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 

Super Saturday Quilt Making 

Tribal Gym | 1 - 5 p.m. 


22 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Men’s Society Meeting 

Behind SCA | 6 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 


Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 

Understanding Addiction 

7th Generation | 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 


28 Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 

Butch and Tone 

Tribal Gym | 6 - 8 p.m. 

Youth Boys Basketall Game 

Tribal Gym | 1 - 4 p.m. 


Tribal Departments: Our primary source for information is the Shared Network Community Calendar. You may access the Community Calendar by going onto the Shared-Drive 
and clicking on the Tribal Community Calendar. This is a very useful tool that we suggest everyone explore. Start by creating a shortcut, then adding an event, enjoy! 
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Tribal Observer Classifieds 


To place your ad, call the Tribal Observer at 989-775-4010, Email: observer@sagchip.org, visit our office in Tribal 
Operations or mail to Tribal Observer, Attn.: Classified, 7070 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. Please have all 
submissions and payment in by deadline. Classified rates are $10 for 15 words or less, and 75 cents per additional 
word. Any thumbnail image costs an additional $15. Apply to job postings online at www.sagchip.org 


100 Employment 
105 Lost and Found 
110 For Rent 
115 For Sale 
120 Announcements 


100 Employment 


Tribal 

Operations 


Social Services 
Supervisor 

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in social work or re- 
lated field required. Master’s 
degree preferred. Four years 
experience in a human ser- 
vices setting and one-year 
supervisory experience. Must 
have knowledge of appli- 
cable Tribal and federal law 
as they pertain to Tribal chil- 
dren and families. The social 
services supervisor concen- 
tration will be in the area of 
protective services, along 
with acting as the lead to the 
supervisor management team. 

Health Professionals Pool 
(Temporary Employee) 
Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age and 
possess a high school di- 
ploma. Experience required 
is based on job opening re- 
quirements. Applicant must 
be available on short notice 
for short term employment. 

Bus Driver - Part Time 

Open to the public. Must 
have high school diploma or 
equivalent. Must meet the 
minimum requirements for a 
school bus driver as defined 
by the State of Michigan; 
Must be at least 21 years old. 

Leadership Apprentice 

Only SCIT members may 
apply. Must have satisfacto- 
rily completed 12 credit hours. 
Must provide documentation 
of acceptance at an accredited 
college/university in Michi- 
gan. Must currently have a 
cumulative 2.5 grade point av- 
erage. Must submit an official 
transcript and class schedule 
during recruitment process. 
Must be a full-time college 
student. Applicants must sub- 
mit a declared degree audit 
during recruitment process. 

General Labor Pool 
(Temporary Employee) 
Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age and 
possess a high school di- 
ploma or equivalent. Must 
be physically fit and be able 
to perform manual labor. 

Clerical Pool 
(Temporary Employee) 
Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age and pos- 
sess a high school diploma or 
equivalent. Clerical experi- 
ence is a plus. Please submit 
an application to the tempo- 
rary clerical pool if you are in- 
terested in working temporari- 
ly in an office setting: working 
on computers, standard office 
equipment, and answering 
telephones (i.e. administra- 
tive assistant, file clerk, tutor.) 

Native American 
Applicant Pool 

All Native Americans that 
meet the minimum qualifica- 
tions. Tribal preference appli- 
cants are encouraged to submit 
application information to the 
posting. For employment and 
training opportunities, the fol- 
lowing criteria will be utilized 
where applicable: A member 


of SCIT. Direct descendants 
of members of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe of 
Michigan. All others who are 
members of federally-recog- 
nized Tribes, indigenous to the 
United States or an indigenous 
aboriginal Tribe of Canada. 

Journeyman Lineman 
Manager 

Open to the public. Candi- 
date must have a high school 
diploma or equivalent. Candi- 
date must have a Journeyman 
License with lineman experi- 
ence or must have successful- 
ly completed the journeyman 
examination requirements as 
administered by an accred- 
ited Lineman Apprentice- 
ship Training program or five 
years three phase high voltage 
experience with appropriate 
electrical license. Two plus 
years experience as a journey- 
men lineman preferred. Can- 
didate must have formal hot 
stick training and experience. 

Resident Care Manager 

Open to the public. Must be a 
licensed registered nurse (BSN 
preferred), with at least one 
year of long term care experi- 
ence. One year of supervisory 
experience in a long term care 
setting preferred. Knowledge 
of and/or willingness to learn 
about and understand the Trib- 
al community and outside sys- 
tems is required. Knowledge 
of services to the aged, assist- 
ed living services, adult foster 
care services, and/or homes 
for the aged also required. 

Secondary Language 
Immersion Specialist 

Open to the public. Must 
possess required specialized 
unique skills include demon- 
strated fluency and knowledge 
of Anishinabe language acqui- 
sition, a clear understanding of 
immersion philosophy and two 
years experience teaching An- 
ishinabemowin with children 
in a school setting or commu- 
nity setting. Must have a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Possession of a teaching/lan- 
guage certificate preferred. 
Must complete a criminal 
records check in accordance 
with the State of Michigan. 
Hiring in accordance with 
Indian Preference Laws. 

Water Operator Intern 

Only members of the Sagi- 
naw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
may apply. Must be at least 1 8 
years of age. Must have a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Education and experience in 
advance mathematics, ba- 
sic chemistry, laboratory and 
computer skills is helpful. A 
math test will be required and 
administered prior to inter- 
view. Training in hydraulics, 
physics, biology, science or 
related field will help in learn- 
ing this field. Should have 
mechanical skills, not limited 
to automotive, such as pumps, 
or shaft driven equipment. 

Curriculum Instructional 
Coordinator 

Open to the public. M.A. in 
educational administration 
with five years teaching ex- 
perience or bachelor's degree 
in education field with seven 
years experience. Must pos- 
sess a valid State of Michi- 
gan Teacher Certificate as 


applicable. Must demonstrate 
knowledge of the Michigan 
Department of Education 
Curriculum Standards. Must 
demonstrate knowledge in 
curriculum design and skilled 
in the areas of instruction, and 
professional development. 

Support Services 
Technician I 

Open to the public. Two plus 
years IT help desk experience or 
four year IT related degree. 
Must be capable of under- 
going and passing the back- 
ground investigation for gam- 
ing license. Needs to have a 
basic understanding of com- 
puter and server hardware, and 
network connectivity. Must 
pass IT related competency 
exam. Must be able to learn 
new software and hardware 
systems on a regular basis. 

Elementary Teacher 

Open to the public. Bach- 
elor’s degree in education. 
Must possess a valid State 
of Michigan Teaching Cer- 
tification. Prefer minimum 
of two years teaching expe- 
rience and working experi- 
ence with Native Americans. 


Casino 


Director Cage & Count 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 18 years of age. Educa- 
tion experience must include 
a bachelor's degree or above 
in business or accounting and 
five years of casino cage & 
count managerial experience. 
Must have the ability to deal 
effectively and interact well 
with customers and associ- 
ates. Computer experience 
and good organizational skills 
are necessary As a 24/7 opera- 
tion, this position is expected to 
work a variety of shifts to main- 
tain effective communication. 

Comptroller 

Open to the public. Bach- 
elor's degree in accounting 
or business with an account- 
ing minor, or MBA in ac- 
counting. CM A or CPA a 
plus. Minimum of 12 years 
accounting experience in 
casino and/or hospitality in- 
dustry, of which four years 
experience in a senior ac- 
counting supervisory position. 

Line Server Part-Time 

Open to the public. Must 
have high school diploma 
or GED. Must be at least 18 
years of age; must be able 
to work weekends, holidays 
and graveyard shifts. Good 
physical ability for walk- 
ing, standing, lifting, and 
bending. Must be able to lift 
25-50 pounds regularly. Na- 
tive American preferred. 

Steward 

Open to the public. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or GED. Must be at least 18 
years of age. Desire to work 
hard. Must have an organized 
and thorough in work ethic 
and a strong desire to provide 
service. Exceptional people 
skills, high level of enthu- 
siasm and professionalism. 

Central Plant Operator 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age or 
older. High school diploma 


or equivalent is required. At 
least three years experience in 
a central plant or mechanical 
equipment environment utiliz- 
ing equipment as described in 
essential job duties. Must be 
able to operate computerized 
equipment and devices. Must 
have a valid state of Michigan 
driver’s license. Hiring in ac- 
cordance with Indian Prefer- 
ence Laws. Maintains and 
operates electrical, mechani- 
cal and pneumatic equipment 
throughout Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort buildings. 

Waitstaff Level I 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma or 
equivalent. Must have accurate 
math skills. Must to be able 
to deal with the public under 
stressful situations, be a team 
player, work flexible hours. 

Lead Cook 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 18 years of age 
with a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Two years of 
restaurant cooking experi- 
ence with increasing levels 
of responsibility, proven 
leadership, communication 
and teamwork skills. For- 
mal education in the form 
of a culinary degree from an 
American Culinary Federa- 
tion accredited school may be 
accepted to satisfy part of the 
work experience requirement. 

Host/Hostess 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Must have ac- 
curate math skills. Needs to 
be able to deal with the public 
under stressful situations, be 
a team player, work flexible 
hours including weekends, 
holidays and graveyard shifts. 
Native American preferred. To 
seat our guests in a timely and 
courteous fashion to their area 
of choice in our restaurants. 

Massage Therapist 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 1 8 years or older upon 
employment. High school di- 
ploma or equivalent required. 
Must have a valid Michigan 
massage certification. A to- 
tal of 600 hours required 
for Massage certification. 

Guest Room Attendant 

Open to the public. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or GED. Previous housekeep- 
ing experience preferred. 
Must be able to bend, twist, 
squat and work standing and 
walking for long periods of 
time. Qualified applicants 


should possess a friendly 
and outgoing personality, 
enjoy dealing with and be 
willing to provide a positive 
experience to the hotel guests, 
fellow associates and visitors. 

Inventory Control 
Supervisor 

Open to the public. High 
school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Must have five years of 
business-related inventory 
control. Associate degree and 
three years of business-related 
inventory control experience. 
Food-handling and manage- 
ment experience preferred. 
Must have and maintain a 
appropriate Michigan driver’s 
licensing dependent on fleet 
requirements. Must have 
an excellent understand of 
material management policies 
and procedures, personnel 
management, and inventory 
best practices. Must be able 
to be directly responsible 
for a shift of employees, as 
well as indirectly responsible 
for a three shift operation. 

Function Service 
Casino Beverage 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 18 years of age. 
Must have a high school di- 
ploma or equivalent. Must 
have accurate math skills. 
Needs to be able to deal 
with the public under stress- 
ful situations, be a team 
player, work flexible hours 
including weekends, holi- 
days and graveyard shifts. 
Native American preferred. 

Alterations Clerk 

Open to the public. Must 
have knowledge and experi- 
ence with both regular and 
serge sewing machines. Al- 
terations experience within 
a hospitality environment a 
plus. Must have good com- 
munication skills, be tactful 
and professional, poised and 
friendly, attuned to details 
and self motivated. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or GED Needs to know the 
operations of equipment 
used in construction, al- 
teration and repair of fabric 
articles. Needs to be able 
to maintain uniform inven- 
tory records using the cur- 
rent software, the ability 
to exert up to 50 pounds of 
force for lifting, carrying, 
pushing or pulling objects. 

High Lift Operator 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Must be able to 
withstand heights up to 90 feet. 
Able to work well with others. 
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Must pass lift/safety training. 
Prefer one -year experience 
working at elevated levels. 

Housekeeping Manager 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age and 
have a minimum of two years 
housekeeping supervisory ex- 
perience in either hospitality or 
casino field. Must have a valid 
Michigan Drivers License and 
be able to obtain and maintain 
a Gaming License and Tribal 
Drivers License. Must be 
computer literate and capable 
of using various software ap- 
plications including Excel. 

Call Center Lead 

Open to the public. High 
school diploma or equivalent 
required, two years college 
credits preferred. Candidates 
must have minimum of one 
year reservation experience 
with a hotel, casino, rent a car, 
airline, cruise ships or travel 
agency. Prior training and su- 
pervisory experience preferred. 
Native American preferred. 

Journeyman Electrician 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma or 
GED. Must have and main- 
tain a State of Michigan Jour- 
neyman Electrician license. 
Must have at least six years 
experience in the electri- 
cal trade including comple- 
tion of an apprenticeship. 
Native American preferred. 

Kitchen Equipment 
Worker 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma.Must 
have three years experience in 
Commercial Food Equipment 
Repair. Universal certification 
and/or within 30 days after 
employed. Working knowl- 
edge of plumbing, refrigera- 
tion and cooling, electrical, 
wiring and solid state circuitry. 
Native American preferred. 

Line Cook 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
One year of restaurant cook- 
ing experience with increas- 
ing levels of responsibility, 
communication and teamwork 
skills. Or six months of SECR 
internal Culinary training. 
Native American preferred. 
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Fox Home Builders 

All types of home improve- 
ments. Kitchen and bath re- 
modeling, additions. Experi- 
enced and local. 989-773-4665. 


Summons and Complaint Notices 


SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT IN THE MATTER OF LYSSA BENNETT: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
(989) 779-4800 Summons and Complaint Case No. 14-0-0448 Plaintiff: Gateway 
Financial Solutions, P.O. Box 3257 Saginaw, MI 48605 (989) 791-2505 Plaintiff’s 
Attorney: Schisler Law, Scott Schisler P48832 P.O. Box 3257 Saginaw, MI 48605 
(989) 791-2505 Vs. Defendant Lyssa Bennett 11101 E. Pickard Rd. Lot 89 Mt. 
Pleasant MI 48858. Notice to Defendant: 1. You are being sued. 2. You have 21 
days after receiving this summons to file an answer with the court and to serve a 
copy on the other party or to take other lawful action. Please note that if you were 
served by certified mail or served outside of the reservation land you have 28 days 
to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or take other action within 
the time allowed may result in a default judgment being entered against you for relief 
requested in plaintiff’s complaint. This summons expires June 10, 2015. 


Highlight 
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Eleven students graduate from Anishinabe Performance Circle 


NATA LIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

After 12-week classes, 11 
students aged 4 to 12 gradu- 
ated from the Anishinabe 
Performance Circle at the 
Broadway Theatre in down- 
town Mount Pleasant, Mich, 
on Dec. 16. 

The graduates Brook Brown, 
Brielle Brown, Samantha 
D’Artagnan, Kathlyn Dunn- 
Anderson, Mia Marie Floyd, 
Jordan Aaliyah Floyd, Katie 
Green, David Jackson, Nadia 
Mills, Landen Roulett and Bree 
Sprague learned Anishinabe 
dances and traditions through- 
out the weeks. 


Ziibiwing Center’s Assistant 
Director Judy Pamp, Visitor 
Service Coordinator Renata 
Borton and Visitor Service 
Representative Raymond 
Cadotte were on stage to assist 
the students. 

“Every Tuesday, the stu- 
dents came to class with an 
exuberant energy to learn, 
and for the 12 weeks, they 
learned about proper etiquette 
of Anishinabe dance,” Borton 
said. “The students would 
try new moves each week to 
improve upon their skills, 
and put so much heart into 
learning their style of dance 
that when graduation came 
around, they shined.” 
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Broadway Theatre in downtown Mount Pleasant, Mich, 
hosted the Performance Circle graduation on Dec. 16. 
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Male youth dancers David Jackson and Landen Roulett take 
a moment to introduce themselves to the audience with 
Ziibiwing Center Assistant Director Judy Pamp overlooking. 
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Eleven students completed the 12-week Anishinabe Performance Circle classes. 


The 11 students were also 
assisted by two teen volun- 
teers, Kylie Fisher and Abbie 
Nahdee, and ZC Youth Worker 
Zack Jackson. 

“The class performed a 
Grand Entry, Swan Dance 
(for the girl dancers), Boy 
Song, Girl Song, Inter-Tribal, 
Hoop Dance, Ojibwa Song 
and introduced themselves,” 
Borton said. “The kids 
worked so hard at overcoming 
their fear of public speaking 
by practicing each week in the 
language to introduce them- 
selves and sing our traditional 
songs. Triumph was shown in 
each of their faces.” 

The Anishinabe Performance 
Circle is “aimed at promot- 
ing and enhancing positive 
self-images of all children 
through the use of traditional 
Anishinabe arts (storytelling, 
dance, music and language), 
and preparing youth as leaders 
in a multicultural society.” 

“Our volunteers showed 
great leadership strength in 
helping with this next genera- 
tion’s understanding of tradi- 
tions,” Borton said. “Our tra- 
ditions are strong and our next 
generations are growing into 
amazing individuals. We are 
very proud of our youth and all 
their hard work. We would also 
like to say chi-miigwetch to 
the families of these students 
because they are keeping our 
traditions alive and strong.” 

The current Performance 
Circle is celebrating 10 
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Dancers performed a Hoop Dance during the Anishinabe 
Performance Circle Graduation at Broadway Theatre. 


years of traditions through 
songs, dance, storytelling and 
language. 

“We are excited to see 
returning students and new stu- 
dents come participate in our 
Anishinabe Performance Circle 


so we can continue to build our 
future generations’ traditional 
knowledge,” she said. 

Performance Circle is 
sponsored by ZC and the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe’s Housing Department. 
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Brielle Brown proudly 
shows off her Certificate 
of Participation. 
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Jordan Aaliyah Floyd 
smiles as she holds up her 
Certificate of Participation. 
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Throughout the courses, the danc- 
ers worked on public speaker. 
One-by-one, they introduced them- 
selves at the graduation. 
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Brook Brown dances during the 
Inter-Tribal. 
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David Jackson proudly 
displays his regalia. 
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Bree Sprague shows off the dances 
she learned during the Performance 
Circle classes. 
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WPBA fundraiser and clinic 

Pro billiards players teach skills while 
raising funds for annual round dance . 



Red Dress Fashion Show 

Models take to the runway in honor of 
those affected by heart disease . 



Youth empowerment 

New aide position provides support and 
encouragement for local Tribal students. 



"Frozen" in Frankenmuth 

Youth meet famous characters during 
Youth LEAD department event. 
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Chief Pego addresses Feb. 22 State of the Tribe speech 


(Editors note: The following is 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Chief 
Steven Pegos 2015 State of the 
Tribe speech during the Feb. 
22 community meeting in the 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort 
Entertainment Hall) 

“Tribal Council and I would like 
to begin by thanking you for 
joining us today. I am told this 
address will be available on our 
Tribal website for anyone who 
was unable to attend this morning. 

Technology is a wonderful 
thing when it comes to reach- 
ing out to the Membership. I am 
very happy to inform you that 
when considering our commu- 
nication with the Membership, 
we recognized the difficult posi- 
tion the Tribal Observer was 
put into when asked for budget 
reductions. Their choice to tran- 
sition to electronic versions of 
the Observer, in order to save 
money, was appropriate but 
problematic, at best. Not every- 
one has the capability to retrieve 
the Observer online. 

Tribal Council decided to 
fund the Observer to ensure that 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal Chief Steven Pego 
offers a heartfelt mes- 
sage before the State of 
the Tribe Address on the 
importance of continuing 
the war against drugs and 
alcohol on the Reservation. 

each Tribal household would 
receive the printed edition of the 
Observer from here on out. That 
way, we can ensure you receive 
the information, events and 
announcements each month. 

It has been a privilege and 
an honor to serve as your tribal 
chief to this point. This job is 
not without challenges and 
obstacles. Your leadership is 
working each and every day to 


ensure we have a long lasting 
and solid future. 

Today, I am very happy to 
report that your Tribal commu- 
nity stands on solid ground. Tribal 
Treasurer Shelly Bailey will be 
providing a detailed breakdown 
of all of our accounts and where 
each one is at. Although one of 
our biggest challenges is the per 
capita account, I want each one 
of you to know that the rest of 
our portfolio is on solid ground. 

The per capita account is 
funded by the profits from our 
Class III gaming revenues. 
Although we remain profit- 
able, the amounts of revenues 
we have come to count on have 
decreased over the past several 
years due to market challenges, 
the economy and other factors. 

Some years ago, it was decided 
to reduce per capita to ensure we 
could sustain the distribution 
through 2019. Unfortunately, we 
have had to use the future’s trust 
money to maintain the level of 
per capita payments to this point. 

Tribal Council needs to make 
changes to the distribution plan 
to ensure we can support the 


per capita plan for the future. 
We need to know what type of 
impacts future reductions will 
have on you and your families. 
Tribal Council will be mail- 
ing a questioner to the entire 
Membership. Please take this 
opportunity to provide us with 
your best thoughts regarding per 
capita and how we can address 
these short falls for the future. 

There have been some very 
significant and challenging 
adjustments before your Tribal 
Council in regards to Obama 
Care and the many changes and 
adjustments we have all had 
to adapt to. We have Connie 
Sprague from Benefits and 
Lisa Peters from At-Large here 
with us today who will be pro- 
viding information in regards 
to member benefits and health 
care coverage. 

It is very important that we 
continue to promote and support 
employment, education and com- 
munity involvement. All of these 
are critical in preparing for our 
future and the future of our youth. 
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Migizi Interim CEO offers insight on MEDC properties 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

On Feb. 22 at the Saginaw 
Chippewa State of the Tribe 
Address, Migizi Interim CEO 
Lisa Darnell provided an 
insightful presentation on the 
Migizi Economic Development 
Company (MEDC) and the myr- 
iad of properties it represents. 

Tribal Chief Steven Pego 
serves as the Migizi Board of 
Director chairperson with the 
Director of Purchasing David 
Charles serving as vice chair- 
person. Other Migizi Board 
members include Tribal Council 
Secretary Sandy Sprague as 


secretary and Tribal Council 
Treasurer Shelly Bailey as a 
board member. 

The three other Migizi 
Board members include Public 
Relations Director Frank 
Cloutier, Investment Research 
Analyst Melanie Burger and 
community Tribal Member 
Darryl Jackson. There is cur- 
rently a vacant position on the 
Migizi Board. 

“The Migizi Board of 
Directors makes a great team 
and we are together on what 
our focus and customer service 
initiatives are for fiscal year 
2015,” Darnell said. “We will 
endeavor to 1) get all Migizi 
EDC businesses to exceed 


projections and to maintain 
profitability, 2) remain focused 
on the improvement of existing 
businesses and new implemen- 
tations to make them enticing 
3) more Tribal collaboration to 
increase revenue and customer 
base for all and 4) research- 
ing new business opportunities 
with a focus on items that the 
Tribe spends a lot of resources 
on to see if we can internalize. 

It is an honor to come 
address the membership at the 
State of the Tribe meeting and 
I wanted to let everyone know 
we need their help and wel- 
come their input.” 
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Interim Migizi CEO Lisa 
Darnell delivers a business 
presentation to 369 Tribal 
Members at the annual 
State of the Tribe Address 
on Feb. 22. 



Attention Tribal Members: 

Who are current and qualified Flagstar mortgage holders and have not yet responded to the 
letters that have been sent, and are interested in lowering your interest rate, monthly payment 
and adding money back into your cash flow. Call today to get the details. 

Representatives from Flagstar Bank will be at Tribal Housing on March 13, 2015 at 12 p.m. 
and 5:30 p.m. to answer questions you may have regarding the refinance. 

Please R.S.V.P to Sherrill Kennedy at 989.775.4552 with the time you would like to attend. 
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Public 

Tammy Paul 

Oct. 20, 1961 - Feb. 2, 2015 

Tammy Paul, age 53, of Mount Pleasant, Mich., passed away 
Monday, Feb. 2, 2015, at McLaren Central Michigan. 

Funeral services for Tammy were held Thursday, Feb. 5, 2015, 
at Clark Family Funeral Chapel with Rev. Owen White-Pigeon offi- 
ciating. Interment followed in Woodland Cemetery. 

Tammy was bom Oct. 20, 1961, in Mount Pleasant, the daughter 
of Kermit and Elarine (Casner) Paul. She was a homemaker. Tammy 
was a member of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan. 
She enjoyed playing bingo and golfing. 

Tammy is survived by her daughter Tonya Lea Paul of Mount 
Pleasant; grandchildren Layla, Linsey, Adrianna and Caleb Paul; 
brothers Dennis R. (Dorothy) Christy Sr. of Rosebush, Mich., 
Kermit Bennett Paul Jr. of Rosebush and Jason K. (Laurie) Casner 
of Mount Pleasant; sisters Flossie Sprague of Mount Pleasant, 
Adelaide (Timothy) Davis of Mount Pleasant and Elarine (Frank) 
Hunt of Coleman, Mich. 

Tammy was preceded in death by her parents and her daughter 
Terri Lynn Paul. 

Virginia Pigeon (Whitepigeon) 

March 26, 1929 - Feb. 17, 2015 

Pigeon (Whitepigeon), Virginia (Graverette); our beloved mother, 
quietly passed on to the spirit world Feb. 17, 2015, with family 
gathered around. She had a brief stmggl 
with cancer that ended her life. Bii-mi- 
zaak-wod (Clearing Sky) zhinkaazo. 

Mishiike dodem (Turtle Clan) Saginaw 
Chippewa Anishinaabe kwe. Full-blood 
Tribal Elder, educator and pipe carrier, she 
was 85 years young. 

Virginia raised five children, had 
grandchildren and 30 great-grandchildren (with one more on 
the way.) She even had a great-great-grandson which made 
five generations of her family. 

Virginia inspired and encouraged many people with her 
strong Indian values and teachings about Mino Bimaadiziwin: 
The good traditional life. She danced in her traditional dress 
at many powwows. Her children and grandchildren carry on 
dancing and ceremonies that she taught them. 

She retired from the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe as 
parent-infant guidance specialist. She earned her master’s 
degree in Education Administration at Central Michigan 
University, a bachelor’s degree in Secondary Education at 
Western Michigan University. 

Her work included director of education for Pokagon 
Potawatomi Tribe, Michigan Indian employment and training 
services coordinator, 8th grade English teacher at Kalamazoo 
schools, public health nurse for Grand Rapids Health Department 
and nurse at Borgess Hospital. She served on the Board of 
Directors for Michigan Indian Legal Services, helped coordinate 
the annual SCIT powwow, started the Tribal Princess contest, 
started the Tribal Baby Celebration, volunteered in Enrollment 
Department and the Election Caucus Committee and started 
Indian Education Program in Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Virginia was the last surviving child of six of Amos Graverette 
and Sarah Hart. She married Edward Whitepigeon in 1949. Her son, 
Jeffrey Pigeon Sr. preceded her into the spirit world. 

Surviving children are Jerome Whitepigeon, Julie 
Whitepigeon (Ray Cadotte), Joy Perkins, Doug “Jon” Speer, 
Delores Bullbear of whom she considered her daughter and her 
beloved little dog, Neempsh. She leaves many loved nieces and 
nephews, extended family, everyone who called her “Ma” or 
“Mom” including many cousins and friends. 

Traditional services for Virginia were held Saturday, Feb. 
21, 2015, at Clark Family Funeral Chapel in Mount Pleasant 
with Bucko Teeple officiating. Interment followed at Riverside 
Cemetery in Hamilton, Mich. 



ATTENTION 

Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 

Veteran & Warrior Society Members 




The 1 st Tuesday of the Month in Seniors Room 
Time: 6 p.m. I For More Information: 775-4175 




Check out the 

Tribal Observer 


ONLINE 


www.sagchip.org/tribalobserver 



Rita Lily Bailey 

Dec. 22, 1925 - Feb. 10, 2015 


Rita Lily Bailey, age 89, of Mount Pleasant, Mich., passed away 
Tuesday, Feb. 10, 2015 at McLaren Lansing. 

Funeral Services for Rita were 
held Saturday, Feb. 14, 2015, at 
Clark Family Funeral Chapel with 
Pastor Lee Rhodes of Breckenridge 
United Brethren Church officiat- 
ing. Memorial contributions may be 
made to Ronald McDonald House or 
Community Cancer Services. 

Rita was born Dec. 22, 1925, in Norwich, England, the 
daughter of Albert and Violet (Dawson) Didwell. She was 
a war bride, marrying James Bailey on Aug. 15, 1943, in 
Norwich, England. Rita was employed for 25 years in 
the kitchen at Carey Hall, Central Michigan University. 
Following retirement, she enjoyed lunches with her retiree 
friends. Rita loved to bake bread and knit, she taught knit- 
ting at Ganiard Elementary School. Rita was the most car- 
ing and kind person to all she met, but the loves of her life 
were her family. 

Rita is survived by her children, Sandra Rood of Mount Pleasant, 
Jim (Maiy Lue) Bailey of Wheeler, Mich., Carol Shanks, Trudy 
(Rick) Ralston, Brenda Nolan, Kathy (Paul) Dintaman and Mark 
(Karen) Bailey, all of Mount Pleasant; 22 grandchildren; 46 great- 
grandchildren; five great-great-grandchildren; many nieces and 
nephews with special nieces Veronica Farrell and Barbara Durga, 
special cousin Lillie Clingham, and special friends Julie McClain 
and Rose O’Brien. 

Rita was preceded in death by her husband James Bailey on June 
1 1 , 2000, her sons-in-law, Abe Rood, Archie Shanks, Dan Nolan and 
Jack Farrell, and niece Velma Kyser. 



Report Suspicious 
or Criminal Activity! 


Do Your Part In Stopping Crime! 

Assist Your Local Law Enforcement and 
Narcotics Enforcement Teams in Protecting 
the Future of Your Community! 

Protecting your children, family, community 
and future should be a priority! 



Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 

Dispatch: 989-775-4700 
Tip Line: 989-775-4775 

Bayanet (Narcotics Enforcement) 
Tip Line: 989-779-9697 
Anonymous and Confidential 


as? HTsaiEeg 


- ALERT - 

NEW HOURS COMING SOON! 

OH? CD3333P5EE3 \E£fl] NOT OPERATE 
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Note: Nbakade Restaurant will remain 
open daily. The hotel pool area and fitness 
center arc also available outside of the watcrpark. 
Miigwetch! (Thank You) 


March: 3, 4,10,11 
April: 14, 15, 21 ,22, 28, 29 
May: 5, 6,12,13,19, 20, 26, 27 
June: 2, 3 




Saginaw Chippewa 

Conservation Committee 

2015 Regular Meeting Schedule 

March 12 *12 p.m. • Planning Dept 
March 26 • 12 p.m. • Planning Dept 
April 9 *12 p.m. • Saganing Tribal Center 

April 30 • 12 p.m. • Planning Dept 
May 14 • 12 p.m. • Planning Dept 

May 28 • 12 p.m. • Planning Dept 

June 11 • 12 p.m. • Planning Dept 

June 25 • 12 p.m. • Planning Dept 

* All times and locations subject to change by committee 




\ 


Don’t Shatter the Dream. 

Jw- 





Tribal police am cracking down. 
Don’t drink and drive. 

81 A Office of Justice Services 
Indian Highway Safety Program 



Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 




6954 E BROADWAY, MT PLEASANT, MI 
TEL: 989-775-4700 


Project ChildSafe is a nationwide program 
promoting safe firearm handling and storage 
practices through the distribution of free, cable-style 
locks. We are doing our part to promote safe 
storage, but we need your help! Call for details! 


LOCKS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE TRIBAL POLICE DEPARTMENT WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. 


Public Notice 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police provide law en- 
forcement services under 638 Contract with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). Included within 
said contract; The Burean of Indian Affairs reserve 
the right for "First Right of Refusal" pertaining to 
any complaints against the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Police Department and/or its Officer's. 

As result of this contractual procedure; All complaints 
against the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police Depart- 
ment and/or its Officer's must first be directed to : 

BIA Interal Affairs SSA Justin Wendland 

justin.wendland@bia.gov I 701-250-4545 


Order Establishing Spring Wild Turkey Season 2015 

Per Tribal Ordinance 11, Section 105 subdivision 6(B) the 2015 Spring Wild Turkey Season shall begin 
Wednesday, April 1, 2015 and will close on Monday, June 1, 2015 unless ordered otherwise. The 2015 
Spring Wild Turkey Season will allow for the harvest of two bearded Turkeys per license. 

Licenses and harvest tags are available starting March 25, 2015 at the Tribal Planning Department office. $15 per 
harvest tag, only two tags allowed per license. Please refer to the Ordinance 1 1 on the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe website for rules and regulations. 
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Per Capita Mail Update 


J EANE TTE MANDO KA 

Per Capita Member Specialist 

The Per Capita Department has recently been- 
informed by the postal service that all mail is 
being routed through Grand Rapids, Mich. This 
change is due to the Lansing, Mich, hub closing. 

With this change, there is a delay in checks and 
advices being received by the membership. It will 
depend on the postal service operating procedure 
to determine when the mail will arrive at each 
residence. All mail is sorted individually and will 
be delivered as sorted, not by “household.” 


Direct deposit to any bank is a secure way 
to receive per capita funds on the scheduled 
pay date. Forms are available on line or at the 
Per Capita Department. 

Please update all information pertaining to 
any current address change or contact num- 
ber, through the Tribal Clerk Department. 

Information regarding any changes are 
recorded on the hotline. 


Per Capita Hotline: 989 . 775.4037 
Toll Free: 800 . 225.8172 


2015 Powwow logo contest: “Honoring the Water” 


P OWWOW COMMIT TEE 

Attention all artists, the Saginaw Chippewa Powwow 
Committee is having a logo design contest for the 
upcoming powwow. If you would like to enter please 
send your entries to the Powwow Committee. 

Your logo design should be designed around the 
theme “Honoring the Water” entries can be in color 
(four color max.) Your designs can be hand drawn or 
created electronically. 

Please mail your design entries to: 

Attn: Powwow Committee 

7070 E Broadway Rd, Mt. Pleasant MI 48858 


If you create an electronic version it can be emailed 
to cgraveratte@sagchip.org They can also be dropped 
off at the At-Large Office to Craig Graveratte. 

All entries must be received no later than 
March 27, 2015. Please include your contact infor- 
mation along with your entry. 

The winning design will be displayed on the 
T-shirts for this upcoming year. The winning logo 
design will receive $200 and a free T-shirt or hoodie 
with your design. 

Prizes will also be awarded for second and third 
place as well (yet to be determined). 

If you have any questions, please contact us at 
989-775-4942. 


Anishinabe Language Revitalization 

Committee Vacancy 

Individuals who are committed to revitalizing Anishinabemowin 

We are seeking Youth Representative for the ALRC. 
Candidates must be at least 18 to 25 years old and 
able to attend monthly meetings. 

Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month 
at 10 a.m. in the east side of the Break Room 
(Old Seniors Room) at Tribal Operations 


Please send Letters/emails of interest to: 


Mail to: 


Anishinabe Language Revitalization 
Department Committee Vacancy 
7070 E. Broadway Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Email to: ajpeters@sagchip.org 


For further information: 

Please call the ALRD Office at 989-775.4126 or visit 
the website: www.sagchip.org/language/index.asp 


ELDERS' TRIP 

Powwow Homecoming 2015 

Check-in: Friday, July 24, 2015 
Check-out: Sunday, July 26, 2015 

Registration forms were sent out in January. The 
registration form does need to be mailed in along 
with your registration fee which needs to be a money 
order or a cashier s check. No personal checks. 

Mail registration forms to: 

Trip Program 7070 E. Broadway 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

If you have any questions call Sheila Leaureaux at 
989.775.4135 or email saleaureaux@sagchip.org 


Attention Deer Hunters! 


In an effort to better manage the deer herd and 
deer hunting opportunities on Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal land, we are requesting that you please fill 
out a Deer Harvest Survey for the 2014 hunting 
season on the Tribal website. Your input will go 
directly to the Tribal Wildlife Biologist and will 
greatly assist in future deer herd management and 
hunting opportunities on tribal land. 

Please take five minutes to complete the survey, 
even if you did not harvest a deer during the 2014 
season, as your input is greatly appreciated. 

The link for the survey can be found on the main 
webpage and under Services > Planning Department: 

http://www.sagchip.org/planning/deersurvey.aspx 


Rez Pets 4'? 

“It’s Raining Cats and Dogs!” 


Attention Tribal Members or employees, please 
submit a photo of your pet to show them off in 
the April Tribal Observer. Households with two 
or more pets, please submit a group photo! 


Email your photos to observer@sagchip.org or 
turn them in to the Tribal Observer office 
located inside theTribal Operations building. 



Please include: 

Owner’s name, pet’s name, age and breed 
Deadline: Monday, March 16 


y * ’ 

Happy 

6 t6 B-day 

to our baby! 

Love, Your family 



Happy 

BMAday 

to MY Baby 

Love, Auntie 

Hr < 

m ^ 

' Dr 

Happy 21 st 
Birtfiday 

Marcella 


I wanna wish my 

LOVING hubby Randy 

a Happy 50 th 

BIRTHDAY 


Love Ronda. 

Lm £ 

iM j 
* 

Mino 

DiGistMtaan 

Gegek Pamp! 

Happy Birthday Gegek Pamp 

Mdasswi-shi- 
ngoodwaswi biboon 

(16 years old) 


Happy 

Birtdday 

Janice! 

Loads of Love 

Mamma B & your Sissy Net 


Happy 15™ 

BMAdayl 


Evelyn 

Love: Dad, Mimi 8c Papa 

Happy Birthday 

& Abe, 

Love Shirley 






Tribal 


Communit 
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^*D\Tribal Council 


Chief 


Steven Pego, District 1 

Sub-Chief 

Lorna Kahgegab Call, District 1 

Treasurer 

Shelly Bailey, District 1 

Secretary 

Sandy Sprague, District 1 

Sergeant At-Arms 

Ron Nelson, District 2 


Tribal Chaplain 

Jennifer Wassegijig, District 1 

Council Member 

Delmar Jackson Sr., District 1 

Council Member 

Lindy Hunt, District 1 

Council Member 

Julius Peters, District 1 

Council Member 

Chip Neyome, District 1 

Council Member 

Tim J. Davis, District 1 

Council Member 

Michele Stanley, District 3 


— Wisdom 

To live with wisdom is to acquire and use 
experiences as guides for making equitable and 
mature decisions. 

~ Love 

To live our lives with love is to understand our 
capacity to realize, empathize, and nurture the 
needs of others. 

owin ~ Respect 

To live with respect is to give mutual 
consideration for shared and differing ideas as 
well as for the world around us. 

~ Bravery 

To be brave and have courage is to recognize our 
moral and mental strength and to do what is 
appropriate. 

Gwekwadiziwin ~ Honesty 

To be honest is to recognize that we have the 
ability to live our lives with honor and integrity. 

adendiziwi: ~ Humility 

To live with humility is to recognize that we are 
all equal, we all make mistakes, we all like to 
have our success rewarded and to put others 
before ourselves. 

- Truth 

To live in truth is to recognize the difference 
between right and wrong and to be faithful to 
ourselves as well as the world around us even 
when the right way is not the easiest way. 



E. coli problem in Chippewa River: How you can help 


CAREY PAUQU ETTE 

Water Quality Specialist 

Have you heard about the E. coli problem in the 
Chippewa River? Were you nervous to go tubing or 
canoeing this summer because of it? Many people 
have called asking questions about the safety of our 
local rivers, lakes, and swimming holes because of 
the high bacteria levels. Now that we know the prob- 
lem, we need your help to fix it. 

Did you know our waste water and septic tanks 
can have a large impact on the rivers, lakes and 
streams? Septic tanks can get damaged in a number 
of ways. Cracked lids, tree roots, and full tanks will 
allow material inside the tank to leak into the land 
and water nearby. The material is loaded with bacte- 
ria including E. coli. The human waste will be picked 
up by storm water and snow melt, which runs off to 
the nearest surface water. 


According to the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency, septic tanks should be pumped 
and inspected every one to three years. 

Tribal Members are encouraged to sign up for a 
free program to have your septic tank inspected and 
pumped. This program is brought to you through a 
collaborative program by Indian Health Services, the 
Central Michigan District Health Department, and 
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. 

The program is voluntary. To qualify, you must be 
a Tribal Member. The septic tank must be at your pri- 
mary residence and located within Arenac, Midland, 
Clare or Isabella County. Space for this program is 
limited so call to sign up soon. 

If you have questions or would like to sign up for 
the Private Onsite Wastewater Treatment System 
Program, POWTS, please call 989-775-4014 , email 
cpauquette@sagchip.org or stop in to the Tribal 
Planning Department. 


Christian hip-hop artist Little Battle Axe 
shares the gospel to SCIT community 


NATALIE SHAT TUCK 

Editor 

Christian hip-hop artist Robert 
“Little Battle Axe” Ornelas 
of Anaheim, Calif, shared the 
gospel of Jesus with the Tribal 
community during his Feb. 10 
concert in the Eagles Nest gym- 
nasium hosted by Youth LEAD. 

The 21 -year-old rapper is on 
his “Don’t Lose Hope Tour” 
where he will continue to travel 
the country. He has shared his 


story with other Native American 
tribes, jails, prisons, schools, 
night clubs and youth correction 
facilities since the age of 8. 

According to littlebattleaxe. 
com, in February 2014, Little 
Battle Axe began his “Beautiful 
World Tour” where he traveled 
throughout all 50 states in a 
period of three months. 

Little Battle Axe hopes that 
one day he can follow his dad’s 
footsteps and become a pastor, 
according to his website. 


The website states, “He con- 
tinues to travel the country, 
ministering and performing to 
reach out to the broken hearted 
and lost. He plans to continue 
ministering full time. Hip-hop 
will always be his number one 
passion, and he will continue 
to combine gospel and hip-hop. 
The mission is to bring souls to 
Jesus Christ.” 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Christian hip-hop artist 
Robert “Little Battle Axe” 
performs during the Feb. 10 
Youth LEAD concert. 



Little Battle Axe called all youth up with him 
to share the gospel of Jesus. 


Tribal Observer 

Boozhu! The Tribal Observer, a monthly newspaper, is published on the first of each month. 

To contact Tribal Observer staff, please call 989-775-4010, or email: obsorver@sagchip.org. 

To change your mailing address, please contact the Tribal Clerk’s office at 989-775-4055. 
Community advertisements will not be accepted over the phone. 

Submissions from the Tribal community 
are encouraged and can be sent to: 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
c/o Tribal Observer 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Story ideas, articles and photographs from the community are always welcome. The Tribal Observer reserves the 
right to edit and/or refuse any submissions or advertisements for publication. The Tribal Observer is published 
by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan and is subject to an editorial review process. 

The views expressed within the Tribal Observer do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tribal Observer, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe, the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council, The Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort or its employees 
or any other enterprise of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. The Tribal Observer works to uphold the highest 
integrity in news reporting and supports the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968. 



Native American Journalists Association 


Subscription rates are $30 per year. 


Tribal Observer Advertising 

If you would like to advertise your business, please contact the Tribal Observer at 
989-775-4010 for more information. 

Announcements - Including birthday, wedding, engagement, congratulations, etc., costs $10 and is open to 
Tribal members, community members and employees. Double-sized announcements are $20. 

Political ads - All political ads will be 1/4 page and have a red border stating as such. The cost is $500. Political 
ads may include, but are not limited to: any opinion or advertisement that is political in nature, and/or any Letter 
to the Editor that does not conform to guidelines. 


Tribal Observer Subscription Form 

Please send $30 for the annual subscription. Checks may be made out to SCIT. 


Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip code: 


Please mail form to: 

Tribal Observer 
Attn: Subscriptions 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Contact Information: 

Phone: 989-775-4010 
Email: Observer@Sagchip.org 

www.Sagchip.org/TribalObserver 
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Wesaw appointed to Michigan Advisory Committee of the U. S. Civil Rights Commission 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

MDCR Director Matt Wesaw (left) shares a moment with 
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder at the United Tribes Summit at 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort on May 12, 2014. 


VICKI LEVENGOOD 

MDCR Contributing Writer 

The Michigan Department 
of Civil Rights (MDCR) 
announced on Feb. 3 that 
Director Matthew J. Wesaw 
has been appointed to serve on 
the United States Civil Rights 
Commission’s (USCCR) 

Michigan Advisory Committee. 
The two-year appointment was 
effective as of Jan. 29, 2015. 

“Michigan has a long, proud 
tradition of being a leader in 
civil rights,” Wesaw said. “I 
look forward to joining with 
other state leaders to continue to 
advocate fairness, equality and 
justice for all people.” 

Wesaw has been MDCR 
director since November 2013. 
Prior to joining the department, 


he worked 26 years for the 
Michigan State Police and six 
years with the Michigan State 
Police Troopers Association. 
He has served as a tribal coun- 
cil member, vice chairman and 
past chairman of the federally- 
recognized Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi Indians. 

Governor John Engler 
appointed Wesaw to the 
Commission on Indian 
Affairs and the Community 
Service Commission. 

Governor Jennifer Granholm 
appointed Wesaw to the Michigan 
Civil Rights Commission where 
he served for eight years, 
including as chair from 2010 
to 2012. Governor Rick Snyder 
appointed Wesaw to the coun- 
cil on Law Enforcement and 
Reinvention Committee. 


The USCCR was created by 
the Civil Rights Act of 1957 
as an independent, bi-partisan 
federal agency whose mission 
is to inform the development 
of national civil rights policy 
and enhance the enforcement 
of federal civil rights laws. The 
USCCR is comprised of eight 
commissioners, half of whom 
are appointed by the President 
and half of whom are appointed 
by Congress. 

Fifty-one state advisory 
committees (representing all 
50 states and the District of 
Columbia) are made up of 
citizen volunteers who are 
appointed by commissioners to 
assist with fact-finding, investi- 
gation and information sharing. 

The newly-appointed 

Michigan Advisory Committee 


will also be led by a long-time 
MDCR employee. Donna 
Budnick, who worked for 
MDCR from 1997 to 2007 as 
the American Indian Affairs 


Specialist, has been reap- 
pointed to the committee and 
asked to serve as chairperson. 
The first meeting is expected 
to be scheduled soon. 


analysis of President Obama’s Fiscal 2016 budget request 


NCAI releases 

BY SA RAH B ECCIO 

NCAI Contributing Writer 

(Editors note: Founded in 
1944 , the National Congress of 
American Indians is the oldest 
and largest American Indian 
and Alaska Native organi- 
zation in the country. NCAI 
advocates on behalf of tribal 
governments and communities , 
promoting strong tribal-fed- 
eral gov ernment-to- govern- 
ment policies , and promoting 
a better understanding among 
the general public regarding 
American Indian and Alaska 
Native governments , people and 
rights. SCIT At-Large Tribal 
Council Member Michele 
Stanley serves as an NCAI 
Board Representative.) 

On Feb. 4, National Congress 
of American Indians released an 
analysis of the president’s fiscal 
year 2016 budget, which high- 
lighted the impact on funding 
for Indian programs. The budget 
proposes overall an increase of 
12 percent for BIA over the fis- 
cal 2015 enacted level, the larg- 
est increase in more than a decade 
(excluding Recovery Act fund- 
ing) and a nine percent increase 
for the Indian Health Service. 


Overall, several proposals in 
the fiscal 2016 budget request 
would improve the federal 
government’s fulfillment of 
treaty and trust responsibilities 
in the federal budget, propos- 
als which should benefit from 
bipartisan support. NCAI and 
tribal leaders will continue to 
work with appropriators and 
members in both the House 
and Senate to underscore the 
importance of strengthened 
investments in direct services 
to tribes and funding for pro- 
grams administered by tribes. 

President Brian Cladoosby 
responded to the fiscal year 
2016 budget release with, 
“Indian Country strongly sup- 
ports the several increases 
that recognize the treaty and 
trust responsibilities, with the 
goal of parity in governmen- 
tal resources for tribes. Tribes 
also strongly support the pro- 
posal to make BIA and IHS 
contract support costs manda- 
tory, which tribes have called 
for in tribal consultation over 
many years.” 

Highlights of fiscal 2016 
president’s budget include: 

• Mandatory contract support 
costs: The fiscal 2016 budget 


includes a legislative proposal 
to reclassify contract support 
costs as permanent funding 
beginning in fiscal 2017. 

• Native youth: The cre- 
ation of Generation Indigenous, 
which is a comprehensive 
multi-agency initiative to help 
improve the lives of and oppor- 
tunities for Native youth in 
multiple areas such as broad- 
band access and college and 
career-readiness. 

• Tiwahe (family) initia- 
tive, a comprehensive and 
integrated approach to address 
the inter-related problems of 
poverty, violence, and sub- 
stance abuse faced by Indian 
communities, The fiscal 2016 
budget would provide $ 1 5 
million to expand the Tiwahe 
initiative, $6 million more for 
social services, $4 million 
more for law enforcement for 
alternatives to incarceration, 
and $5 million more for aid to 
tribal family courts. 

• Public safety: The bud- 
get includes $417.4 million for 
the Department of Justice pub- 
lic safety initiatives in Indian 
Country, which is a $102 mil- 
lion increase. 

• Tribal Behavioral Health 
Grant (TBHG) increases. The 


TBHG would receive an addi- 
tional $25 million as part of 
Generation Indigenous. With 
the expansion of the TBHG 
program, SAMHSA aims to 
reduce substance use and the 
suicide among Native youth 
and address conditions which 
impact learning in Bureau of 
Indian Education schools. 

• Indian Education fund- 
ing would increase for BIE, 
expanding broadband for BIE 


schools, and scholarships and 
higher education. 

As Congress makes deci- 
sions as a part of the appro- 
priations process in the coming 
weeks and months, NCAI urges 
law-makers to support parity 
in governmental and program 
funding as well as promote 
Indian self-determination to 
achieve the vision of broader 
progress in Indian Country. 


Attention Tribal Members 



Courtesy of SCIT Planning Department 


The Tribal Council for the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe has deemed that the pole barn located at 1575 N. 
Shepherd Rd. is surplus property. Therefore, propos- 
als are requested from any interested SCIT Tribal 
Member wishing to acquire and relocate the pole barn 
for their own use. Please submit proposals to the SCIT 
Planning Department no later than March 23, 2015. 



WANTED 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
William L. Antrobius 



Specializing in: Tribal Law, and Federal Indian Law; 
Overturning Prior State of Michigan Criminal Convictions For Lack 
of Jurisdiction; Appeals to Tribal, and State Courts; Tribal 
Disenrollment Cases in Tribal Court; Criminal Cases, Juvenile 
Cases, Civil Rights, and Child Removal Cases; Michigan Prisoner 
Housing Collection Actions in State Court 


Experience: Former Prosecuting Attorney Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan, and Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the 
Flathead Indian Reservation; Former Public Defender Assiniboine 
Sioux Tribe; Criminal Defense Attorney 


Tribal Affiliation: Member of the Six Nations Tribe, Ontario Canada 



Contact: (989) 772-6277 
1 13 W. Broadway, Suite 240 
Mt. Pleasant MI 48858 




Day-Winters, PLLC 

w 

• Criminal Law • Drunk Driving • License Restoration 

• Family Law • Divorce • Child Support 

• Tribal Law • Probate Matters • Federal Cases 

Free initial consultation I Payment options available 

989 - 779-9991 



r m 





306 E. Broadway St., Suite 4, Mt Pleasant | da 3 rwinters@gmail.c 0 m 
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State of the Tribe 

continued from front page 


You have been given a card from 
the At-Large Department ask- 
ing what you know about the 40 
credits earned for Medicare cov- 
erage. We have found that some 
of the members do not qualify 
for Medicare at retirement due to 
a break or lack of work history. 
These folks can help you with 
your transition to retirement and 
health care coverage. 

Remember the privilege of 
membership comes with many 
benefits and we are here to 
ensure you understand and are 
taking advantage of each ben- 
efit offered to you. 

I would like to address 
changes that are being made to 
our Treasury department and 
efforts to reorganize their efforts. 
Tribal Council and the Investment 
Committee have been working to 
update job descriptions with com- 
pensation and those positions are 
currently posted. 

You should also know that 
the money in our investments 
is invested and secure. Charles 
Schwab is the brokerage house 
for these investments and any 
changes to this structure will be 
communicated to you as they 
happen. Please feel confident 
that Tribal Council assures any 
changes will be for the best to 
secure our future. 


Sean Reed, legal counsel, 
is here and will be providing 
information on the ongoing 
union litigation, contract sup- 
port cost litigation and com- 
pact negotiations. 

The federal government, over 
the past several years, has been 
decreasing the amount of fund- 
ing for Tribal programs and 
Indian Health service resulting 
in a shortfall. We have charged 
our legal department with litigat- 
ing these treaty obligations and 
demand complete funding. Any 
dollars awarded back will bring 
about relief to those departments 
struggling with decreased dollars 
through the funding process. 

The good news is that President 
Obama’s 2016 proposed budget 
for Indian Country is showing 
an increase of 12 percent and 
if passed, will help relieve the 
amounts that have to come out of 
the Tribal government’s budget. 

We have talked for some time 
about the expansion to Saganing 
Eagles Landing Casino. After 
careful consideration and changes 
to the size and scope of the proj- 
ect, I am happy to report that the 
schematic design with JCJ is 50 
percent complete. 

ROWE Engineering has been 
brought on to develop the civil 
engineering for the entire casino 


property and surrounding con- 
tiguous property. Meetings are 
ongoing with our neighbors Lake 
State Rail, ITC and Consumers 
Energy so we can process and 
address any issues that they may 
bring up during construction. 

We want to ensure that the 
growth in Saganing is an enhance- 
ment to our efforts here in Mount 
Pleasant and not a detraction. We 
will be able to offer a nice restau- 
rant, 148 hotel rooms and room 
for another 400 slot machines. 
This work has been fueled by the 
efforts to build this business and 
its growth to support profitability 
and services provided. 

Planning has continued its 
work with M-DOT and Arenac 
County to relocate the Worth 
roadway in front of the Saganing 
Eagles Landing Casino to allow 
for future growth and commu- 
nity development. This reloca- 
tion south of its current location 


will bring Worth Road square 
with the Lake State Rail cross- 
ing further south from its current 
location providing added safety 
and ease of traffic. 

The Tribe is currently devel- 
oping the franchise agreement 
with Standish Township that 
will allow us to provide water 
and waste water services to 
White’s Beach neighborhood in 
Saganing. That agreement will 
detail the relationship between 
the Tribe and the township and 
which entity is responsible for 
exactly what services that will 
be provided. This will enhance 
their community while creating 
another revenue stream for our 
Tribal community. 

Your Tribal community is 
here to grow and develop with 
you and your families. Your 
Tribal government is here to 
provide those basic services that 
will enhance and compliment 


your lives while supporting edu- 
cation and higher education. 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribal government sup- 
ports 36 different departments 
with over 120 individual pro- 
grams all designed to enhance 
your quality of life while provid- 
ing excellent services. 

We remain committed to cre- 
ating and maintaining a safe and 
productive community you can be 
proud of while promoting growth 
and future sustainability. 

You will hear from our 
Migizi Interim CEO Lisa 
Darnell on plans for the future 
of Migizi and those Migizi busi- 
ness units, as well as informa- 
tion from Raul Venegas, mar- 
keting director for the Soaring 
Eagle and Saganing properties. 

I would like to thank you 
for your attention and sup- 
port. Together we can make a 
difference.” 



For Sale 


Beautiful four bedroom home, completely 
remodeled in 2012 including electrical. 
Hardwood flooring, new carpet, remodeled 
kitchen. Full finished basement, located in 
the City of Mt. Pleasant on a quiet cul-de sac, 
close to schools. Market evaluation of 
$215,000 ASKING $195,000. 

Call for an appointment to see this beautiful 
home. 989.560.2488 days or evenings. 


v \ Healr/, p 
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Behavioral Health 

PROGRAMS 

Nog-da-win-da-meg • “Taking care of one another” 


2800 S. Shepherd Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant MI, 48858 

989 - 775-4850 

www.sagchip.org/behavioralheaith 


Outpatient Services 

The outpatient program strives to meet the needs of the Anishi- 
nabek population of children, adolescents, adults and the elderly 
through the delivery of integrated services. This program is guid- 
ed by ideals and principles that are reflective of the Anishinabek 
values and beliefs. 

There are many reasons why an individual may need mental 
health counseling. He or she may have a chemical imbalance 
that is making it difficult to function, which can be aided 
through drugs but may also require some form of talk therapy. 
There may be unresolved trauma that is plaguing an individual. 
In nearly any case where a psychological issue is making daily 
functioning a problem, mental health counseling can help. 

• Individual Adult Counseling & Couples Therapy 

• Early Recovery Skills/Basic Education Group 

• Individual Child & Adolescent Counseling 

• Anger Management Education 

• Intensive Outpatient Counseling 

• Batterers’ Intervention Group 

• Transitional Supportive Living 

• Anger Management Group 

• Anishinabek Helping Healer 

• Traditional Practitioner 

• Gambling Addiction Counseling 

• Adolescent Substance Abuse Group 

• Parent Counseling 

• Group Counseling 

• DBT Group 

• Family Counseling 

• Women’s Support Group 

• Case Management Services 

• Psychiatric Services 

• School-Based Counseling 


Residential Services 

Located in the heart of the Isabella Reservation, we offer 
community-based programs catering to the needs of Native 
Americans who want to begin a journey to recovery. 
Programming is based on the twelve steps and incorporates 
the cultural and traditional process. Residents are exposed to 
the Ojibwe language, ceremonies, Native values and historical 
contexts through our cultural curriculum which is supported by 
our clinical approaches. 

Program Goals: 

• Promote balance and harmony within individuals and the community. 

• Provide services aimed at reducing personal, family, social, physical, 
emotional and spiritual distress to individuals. 

• Provide an environment that is met with honesty, humility, love, 
truthfulness, bravery, respect and wisdom. 

• Provide documentation and evaluation of services pertaining to all clients’ 
activities, planning, management, support services and training. 


Nami Migizi Nangwiihgan 

“Under the Eagle Wing” 

The purpose of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan’s 
domestic violence program is to assist those affected by domestic 
violence in finding another path without abuse. 

Individual needs will be addressed by utilizing emergency 
transportation to other shelters and case management services. 
We are dedicated to providing resources, safety and advocacy to 
ensure the physical, mental, spiritual and emotional well-being 
of families victimized by violence. In order to achieve balance 
and independence, we as a community, need to re-establish a 
support network of services and resources. 

The domestic violence services are open to anyone who is a 
victim of domestic violence, sexual assault and/or stalking. 

• Batterers’ Intervention Program • Cultural Sensitivity 

• 24/7 Support • Confidentiality/Privacy 

• Group Therapy • Victim Advocacy 

• Individual Therapy • Education and Outreach 

• Case Management 


Provide coordinated professional referral sources as a network of 
recovery support linkages. 


Struggling? 

Mondays: 5:30-7 p.m. (Dinner on your own) 

Fridays: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. (Light lunch included) 


Come when you can! As often as you want! 

Need Support? Need skill reminders? 

Topics covered include: 

Join us at RTC-Behavioral Health for the 

Drop-in Relapse Prevention Group 

Red Road teachings, step work, relapse prevention 
skills, mindfulness, medicine wheel teachings and case 
management services. 
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Stranger danger as adults: How to protect yourself and loved ones 


D ENISE PE LCHER 

Contract Health Clerk 

We have all heard of “stranger danger” to 
help educate our children of the dangers 
of talking to and trusting strangers. But 
have we ever thought about “stranger 
danger” for our parents or the elderly in 
our community? 

We need to start thinking about those 
dangers because more and more, they are 
the ones being targeted. In this day and age, 
there are so many ways for people to scam, 
cheat, and fraud us out of our money and 
property that we need to beware and be 
educated on those scams and how to pro- 
tect ourselves and our loved ones. 

1. Be aware that you are at risk 
from strangers — and from those 
closest to you. 

More than 90 percent of all reported 
elder abuse is committed by the older per- 
son’s own family members, most often 
their adult children, followed by grandchil- 
dren, nieces and nephews, and others. 

Common tactics include depleting 
a joint checking account, promising 
but not delivering care in exchange for 
money or property, outright theft, and 
other forms of abuse, including physical 
abuse, threats, intimidation, and neglect 
of basic care needs. 

Everyone is at risk of financial 
abuse, even people without high 
incomes or assets. 

2. Don’t isolate yourself, stay 
involved! 

Isolation is a huge risk factor for 
elder abuse. Most family violence only 
occurs behind closed doors, and elder 
abuse is no exception. 

Some older people self-isolate by with- 
drawing from the larger community. 

Others are isolated because they lose 
the ability to drive, see, or walk about 
on their own. Some seniors fear being 
victimized by purse snatchings and mug- 
gings if they venture out. 

3. Always tell solicitors: “I never 
buy from (or give to) anyone who 
calls or visits me unannounced. Send 
me something in writing.” 

Don't buy from an unfamiliar com- 
pany and always ask for and wait until 
you receive written material about any 
offer or charity. 


Neighborhood children you know who 
are selling Girl Scout cookies or school 
fundraising items may be an exception, 
but a good rule of thumb is to never donate 
if it requires you to write your credit card 
information on any forms. 

It's also good practice to obtain a 
salesperson's name, business identity, 
telephone number, street address, mail- 
ing address, and business license number 
before you transact business. 

Always take your time in making 
any decision. 

4. Shred all receipts with your credit 
card number. 

Identity theft is a huge business. To 
protect yourself, invest in — and use — a 
paper shredder. 

Monitor your bank and credit card state- 
ments and never give out personal infor- 
mation over the phone to someone who 
initiates the contact with you. 

5. Sign up for the “do not call” list and 
take yourself off multiple mailing lists. 

Visit www.donotcall.gov to stop tele- 
marketers from contacting you. 

Be careful with your mail. Do not let 
incoming mail sit in your mailbox for a 
long time. When sending out sensitive 
mail, consider dropping it off at a secure 
collection box or directly at the post office. 

You also can regularly monitor 
your credit ratings and check on any 
unusual or incorrect information at www. 
AnnualCreditReport. com. 

To get more tips on protecting yourself 
from fraud, visit www.Onguardonline. 
gov, which includes interactive games to 
help you be a smarter consumer on spy- 
ware and lottery scams issues. 

6. Use direct deposit for benefit 
checks to prevent checks from being sto- 
len from the mailbox. 

Using direct deposit ensures that 
checks go right into your accounts and 
are protected. Clever scammers or even 
scrupulous loved ones have been known 
to steal benefits checks right out of mail- 
boxes or from seniors’ homes if they are 
lying around. 

7. Never give your credit card, bank- 
ing, Social Security, Medicare, or other 
personal information over the phone 
unless you initiated the call. 

Misuse of Medicare dollars is one of the 
largest scams involving seniors. Common 


— Are You Prepared? — 

•40 Credits ‘Medicare • Social Security ‘Disability 

For more information, call the At-Large Department at 1-800-884-6271 


Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 

At-Large and Saganing Outreach Program 

Case Manager Outreach Luncheon and Information 

March 5, 2015 I 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. I Saganing Community Building 

11 a.m. I Sign-in and Welcome 

12 p.m. I Luncheon 

1 p.m. I Medicare Update 

Bring your questions and learn about the Medicare changes that may 
affect you for 2015. 

Don’t miss out on At-Large activities! 

Check out our page in the Tribal Observer and at www.sagchip.org/atlarge 


schemes include billing for services never 
delivered and selling unneeded devices or 
services to beneficiaries. 

Protect your Medicare number as you 
do your credit card, banking, and Social 
Security numbers and do not allow anyone 
else to use it. Be wary of salespeople try- 
ing to sell you something they claim will 
be paid for by Medicare. 

Review your Medicare statements to be 
sure you have in fact received the services 
billed, and report suspicious activities to 
1-800-MEDICARE. 

8. Be skeptical of all unsolicited offers 
and thoroughly do your research. 

Be an informed consumer. Take the 
time to call and shop around before mak- 
ing a purchase. Take a friend with you who 
may offer some perspective to help you 
make difficult decisions. 

Also, carefully read all contracts and 
purchasing agreements before signing and 
make certain that all of your requirements 
have been put in writing. Understand all 
contract cancellation and refund terms. 

As a general rule governing all of 
your interactions as a consumer, do 
not allow yourself to be pressured into 
making purchases, signing contracts, or 
committing funds. These decisions are 
yours and yours alone. 

Protect your loved ones: Signs to 
look for. If you know or care for an older 
adult, here are some additional warning 
signs that may indicate they are the victim 
of financial abuse: 

• There are unusual recent changes in 
the person’s accounts, including atypical 
withdrawals, new person(s) added, or sud- 
den use of a senior’s ATM or credit card. 

• The senior suddenly appears con- 
fused, unkempt, and afraid. 

• Utility, rent, mortgage, medical, or 
other essential bills are unpaid despite 
adequate income. 


• A caregiver will not allow others 
access to the senior. 

• There are piled up sweepstakes mail- 
ings, magazine subscriptions, or “free 
gifts,” which means they may be on 
“sucker lists.” 

Every state operates an Adult Protect 
Services (APS) program, which is respon- 
sible for receiving and investigating reports 
of elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation, 
and in most states, the abuse of younger 
adults with severe disabilities. 

APS is the “911” for elder abuse. 
Anyone who suspects elder abuse, 
neglect, or exploitation should make a 
report. The reporter’s identity is pro- 
tected. APS services are confidential, so 
the reporter may not be able to learn the 
outcome of the case. 

APS respects the right of older per- 
sons to make their own decisions and 
to live their lives on their own terms. In 
cases of cognitive impairment, however, 
APS will take steps to protect the older 
person to the degree possible. 

Steps to take if you’re a victim. If you 

think you've been scammed, don’t be afraid 
or embarrassed to talk about it — waiting 
could only make it worse. Immediately: 

• Call your bank and/or credit card 
company. 

• Cancel any debit or credit cards 
linked to the stolen account. 

• Reset your personal identification 
number(s). 

Also, contact legal services and Adult 
Protective Services if warranted. To find 
your local office, call toll-free at 1-800- 
677-1116 weekdays 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. ET. 

Source : www.ncoa.org/enhance- 
economic-security/economic-security- 
Initiative/sawy-saving-seniors/top-8-ways- 
to-protect. html#sthash.LGYVG2Lh. dpuf 


Powwow Program Booklet 


HONORING SAGANING 

Traditional powwow 

Your Printed Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Phone #: (please print clearly) 

Please make check payable to SCIT: (Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe) 

Mail to: Saganing Powwow 7070 E. Broadway Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

Each sponsor will receive one copy of the Program booklet, but only if the application is 
filled out completely and legible. Please make sure to include your phone number in 
case we have any questions regarding your ad. 

Your Signature: 

Wording: 


Sponsorship Size: 

( Check the Size you would like) 

□ $25: 1/4 page 

□ $50: 1/2 page (no picture) 

□ $60: 1/2 page (with picture ) 

□ $ ? : Booster only 

(enter amount) 


Please note that the Date of the 

2015 Saganing 
Traditional Powwow is 

June 20 & 21, 2014 




Tribal 


Communit 
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Tribal and federal officials provide tips for dealing with cold weather conditions 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Arctic winds have been bring- 
ing a powerful message from 
the northern door as Mount 
Pleasant, Mich, breaks a sea- 
son low of -19 degrees set in 
1929. Tribal and federal offi- 
cials from Nimkee Public Health 
Emergency Planning, Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Police, SCIT 
Public Relations and the U.S. 
Department of Homeland 
Security provide information 
on dealing with the bitter cold 
weather conditions. 

The Sasiwaans Language 
Immersion Program, the 
Saginaw Chippewa Academy 
and the Youth LEAD Afterschool 
Program closed Feb. 19, 20 and 
23 due to subzero weather. 

“The bitter cold temperatures 
have forced local area schools to 
close and just a brief exposure to 
this winter weather can be severe,” 
said SCIT Emergency Planning 
Coordinator and Nimkee Public 
Health Nurse Helen Williams 
said. “Preparation and having 
an emergency plan is key for all 
families and the information that 
FEMA and the Department of 
Homeland Security is providing 
is accurate and timely.” 

Williams reminds the 
Tribal community that an 
Emergency Planning Guide 


was developed specifically to 
address these concerns. 

This useful guide is the result 
of a year’s work with the coop- 
eration of multiple Tribal entities 
and the funding was provided by 
the Operations of Public Health 
Emergency Preparedness Grant. 

A copy of the SCIT Emergency 
Planning Guide was mailed to 
Tribal Members in August 2014 
and was made available during the 
Feb. 22 State of the Tribe Address. 

SCIT Tribal Education Director 
Melissa Montoya affirms student 
safety is the main priority of the 
Education Department. 

“We do our best to make the 
best decision possible for our SCA 
students. The age of the bus fleet 
that is responsible for transporting 
students is also a factor. According 
to the National Weather Service, 
wind chill temperatures as low 
as -19 degrees can cause frost- 
bite in as little as 30 minutes 
or less, depending on the wind 
speed,” Montoya said. “Should 
a bus break down or experience 
mechanical problems while trans- 
porting children in these extremely 
cold temperatures, the Education 
Department cannot realistically 
reach the students and get them 
safe in that short amount of time.” 

SCIT Public Relations 
Manager Marcella Hadden men- 
tions there are Elders and other 
family members who need 


assistance during these times and 
it is the way of Native people to 
take care of one another. 

“In winter weather like this, it 
is a good idea to check up on fam- 
ily and friends to make sure they 
are safe and warm,” Hadden said. 
“We also need to remember our 
pets during this time because their 
exposure to these temperatures, 
even for a brief time, can be fatal.” 

Saginaw Chippewa Police 
Captain Jim Cates would like 
the community to know Tribal 
Police are ready to assist dur- 
ing the upcoming hazardous 
winter conditions. 

“With the extreme cold tem- 
peratures that are expected to be in 
the area, I would like everyone to 
know that if there is someone that 
they want checked on because of 
the cold, the Tribal Police officers 
are willing do that during their 
patrols,” Cates said. “All anyone 


in the Tribe has to do to make that 
request is contact Dispatch (989- 
775-4700) with the person’s name 
and address that they would like 
checked on and we will do so.” 

With the severe cold tem- 
peratures, frostbite and possibly 
death could result in a matter of 
minutes if left untreated. Cates 
mentions “...our Tribal Police 
Officers can help someone take 
some precautions to protect 
themselves against the cold and 
it would give a Tribal Member 
some peace of mind knowing 
that their loved one is OK.” 

FEMA, from their Chicago 
field office of the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security, issued a 
winter weather advisory Feb. 18. 

“Whether traveling or at home, 
subfreezing temperatures and wind 
chills can be dangerous and even 
life-threatening for people who 
don't take the proper precautions,” 


said Andrew Velasquez III, FEMA 
regional administrator. “FEMA 
continues to urge people through- 
out the Midwest to monitor their 
local weather reports and take 
steps now to stay safe.” 

During cold weather, FEMA 
strongly urges you to take the fol- 
lowing precautions: 

• Dress in layers and keep dry; 

• Know the symptoms of 
cold-related health issues such 
as frostbite and hypothermia and 
seek medical attention if health 
conditions are severe. 

• Make sure your vehicle has 
an emergency kit that includes 
an ice scraper, blanket and flash- 
light - and keep the fuel tank 
above half full. 

• If you are told to stay off the 
roads, stay home. If you must 
drive, don’t travel alone; keep 
others informed of your sched- 
ule and stay on main roads. 


Seeking foster parents for temporary emergency placements 


Anishnaabeg Child and Family Services (ACFS) is 
seeking loving, responsible foster parents who are 
members of the Saginaw Chippewa community 
and willing to provide temporary custodial care to 
children on an emergency short-term basis, while 
we find the best resource for the child within their 
extended family. 

Children often realistically come into care after 
hours or on short notice. We often need a short- 
term resource for several days while we locate 


family members and make a plan for an appropri- 
ate placement for a child. 

Successful applicants must be upstanding mem- 
bers of the Tribal community with no criminal 
record and a good understanding of child develop- 
ment. Foster parents do receive reimbursement, but 
providing comfort to a small child at a difficult time 
is often gratifying. 

Interested prospective foster parents should con- 
tact ACFS Director Amy Durie at 989-775-4901. 


Experience the fascinating history and rich culture of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan at the Midwest's Premier American Indian Museum 


A 



UPCOMING EVENTS: 



T 

ZllBIWING 

CENTER 

OPEN MONDAY 
thru SATURDAY 
10am-6pm 


6650 East Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI • 989.775.4750 • www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing •www.nativedirect.com 


Bird Day Celebration 
Ziibiwing s 11th 
Birthday Sale 
Performance Circle 
Graduation 
Collection Showing 
Artist-in-Residence 
Beadwork Workshop 


May 2 

May 7 & 8 

May 12 
May 16-23 

May 18-22 



Attention Teachers: Book a 1- Day Workshop for your Students! 

March 23*27, 2015 


eathertyor\ 

Workshop 

with Jason George 


Instructions and cultural teachings. 
Adults: Create your own Feather Bustle! 
Students: Create a Feather Mandala! 


Student spots still available! Adult Workshop Full! 


K-8 Students: 

1-day workshop 
$4 per student 
$2 per educator/chaperone 
All materials provided 



Adults: 

5-day workshop 
5:30pm - 8j3 
$150 pe»* person 
AlJjprfnerials provided 


A* 


/IV - CHANGING EXHIBIT 
V- MARCH 21 -SEPTEMBER 26, 2015 

GRAND OPENING: March 21, 2015 Miantfpm 


Registration required • Reserve Your Spot Today! 

Contact Glenna Genereaux to register 
at 989.775.4744 or ggenereaux@sagchip.org 


Ziibiwing Center 

o/ \JU (UJXuM V UfjCM'Ayt 

6650 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858 
www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing • 989.775.4750 


ATTENTION K-6 TEACHERS! 

flOTHER EARTH VEER 

Learn about Earth Day and Vild Rice 

April 20-24,2015 

9:30am - 1 :30pm 
$2 per educator 

(with their classroom) 

$4 per student 

(or chaperone) 

* Price does not include tours of 
the permanent & changing exhibits 

Agenda: 

• History of vild rice 

• Vild rice sampling 

• Vild rice harvest 

• Language teachings 

• Hands-on 
environmental 

activities Pre-registration is required. 

Reserve your space today! 

Contact Glenna Genereaux 

Bring your ovn brovn bag lunch. &t 7754744 
Catering options also available! or ggenereaux@sagchip.org 



1 ZIIBIWING CENTER 


6650 E. Broadway Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
989.775.4750.www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing 
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Migizi presentation 

continued from front page 


The mission of MEDC is 
to secure the economic well- 
being for the next seven genera- 
tions of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe while adhering to 
the highest ethical standards. 
Migizi’s Mission Statement is 
to “build strong relationships, 
diversity, and promote eco- 
nomic development, and cre- 
ate self-determination for the 
Tribe and its members.” 

Migizi Vice Chairperson 
David Charles is encouraged 
by Darnell’s leadership and 
Controller Jennifer Rezler. 

“With Lisa Darnell and 
Jennifer Rezler, we have a strong 
management team in place to 
continue to improve Migizi’s 
operations and financial bottom 
line,” Charles said. “Both have 
taken their current positions in 
the last year and Jennifer has 
a lot of good past accounting 
experience that she brings to 
the table. And when we looked 
for experience within Migizi, 
Lisa has been a project manager 
for years and her experience 
with financial analysis will be 
an asset as we strengthen all 
Migizi properties.” 

Darnell informs the MEDC 
focus for the past six months has 
been completing an analysis on 
all properties for Tribal Council. 


The analysis includes a 
review of marketing, finan- 
cials, inventory, staffing 
and operations at Soaring 
Eagle Waterpark and Hotel, 
Soaring Eagle Hideaway 
RV Park, Wabooz Run Golf 
Course, Isabella Sagamok 

Gas Station and Convenience 
Store, Saganing Sagamok 

Gas Station and Convenience 
Store, Cardinal Pharmacy, 
Eagle Valley Outfitters, 
Eagle Bay Marina, Eagles 
Landing Gift Shop, Migizi 
EDC Corporate and the Aking 
Holding Company. 

“The Aking Holding 

Company is a division of 
Migizi that provides oversight 
of commercial, residential and 
farm land holdings and prop- 
erty space,” Cloutier said. “Of 
the 10 parcels of land that the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe own in Arenac and 
Isabella County, over 649 acres 
of this land is leased out to area 
farmers for organic crop pro- 
duction. It also includes over 
143 acres of land is available 
for lease for future develop- 
ment opportunities.” 

Darnell shared with the 
community in attendance what 
resulted from the business anal- 
ysis was staff reorganization 





and subsequent changes to 
get the right people in the 
right places within the busi- 
nesses. The changes include 
1) a new controller hired and 
accounting reorganized, 2) a 
new marketing manager with 
less outsourcing, 3) additional 
collaboration with SECR on 
marketing efforts, 4) evalu- 
ating inventory and proce- 
dures and 5) adjusting bud- 
gets to increase revenue and 
decrease expenses. 

“We have noticed improve- 
ments from these changes 

Watching the 

CHARMAINE SHAWA NA 

Contributing Writer 

I hear the crickets and the 
frogs, sitting here on the porch 
at the cabin. Every once in a 
while, I hear an eagle screech 
or see a crane fly by. It peace- 
ful here and I love the quiet 
and the solitude. It’s so dif- 
ferent from my home with my 
grandkids, phones ringing, and 
people stopping by. 

The water is different every 
day at the cabin. While the sun 
shines down on it, I see a dif- 
ferent hue to the color of the 
water with the passing of the 
clouds and the sunlight. 

It’s pretty primitive, there is 
no running water or electricity, 


and our customer service 
initiatives, but we know that 
we still have further prog- 
ress that needs to be made,” 
Darnell said. “We want our 
shareholders to be proud 
of what you have and most 
importantly we want you to 
patronize your businesses.” 

Darnell concluded her pre- 
sentation by requesting mem- 
bership input and encouraged 
the membership to visit the 
Migizi booth to fill out our 
survey of what you they would 
like to see. 


but the simpleness of the place 
reminds me of my grandpar- 
ents’ home. We have a camp- 
fire outside we frequently cook 
on. Actually, it’s a grate over 
a fire. We make tea from the 
lake, and it’s so good. Usually 
we bring in water from home 
and make a nice dinner eating 
outside at the picnic table. 

Most days I am looking 
through the binoculars for 
birds, watching the cranes, 
reading magazines or books, 
or just plain relaxing. There 
is always something to do 
there. The rustic cabin allows 
for mindless dawdling or day- 
dreaming. We bought a new 
canoe last year and only took 
it out once. I look forward to 


“My door is always open 
for any comments or concerns 
that you would like to discuss,” 
she said. “You can reach me 
at 989-775-4225 or ldarnell@ 
sagchip.org. The Migizi Board 
of Directors and Tribal Council 
are also open to feedback. 
Please feel free to email them 
directly or speak to them after 
the presentation”. 

MEDC is preparing a Migizi 
2014 Annual Report that will 
be available to the Tribal 
Membership via web post at 
www.sagchip.org in April. 


more time on the water on 
that canoe. 

I know it does a world of 
good for my high blood pres- 
sure and my type A person- 
ality, and I look forward to 
each and every visit. We went 
yesterday and put a brand 
new dock in. I guess the win- 
ter is the best time to put in a 
new dock walking on the ice 
instead on balancing precari- 
ously on the board while try- 
ing to hammer. It looks good. 

It’s gone through some 
changes though, a new addi- 
tion, some paint, and the place 
takes on a whole different view. 

I love that place, rustic and 
all. It’s a special place for mem- 
ories and peaceful thoughts. 


wonder of Wiki’s wilderness 



and Hotel 


A SPRING BREAK MILLIONS 
OF YEARS IN THE MAKING 




PACKAGES START AT 


INCLUDES 1-NIGHT STAY + 4 WATERPARK PASSES 


CALL 877-2-EAGLE-2 TODAY TO BOOK YOUR STAY 


PALEO JOE I MAR 28 + APR 8 

TAKE YOUR KIDS ON A LEARNING ADVENTURE WITH FAMOUS 
PALEONTOLOGIST & CHILDREN'S AUTHOR, PALEO JOE! 

* STANDARD ROOM. BASED ON AVAILABILITY. 
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Families Against Narcotics representative discusses son’s heroin overdose 


N ATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

A “Families Against Narcotics” 
(FAN) representative discussed 
truths about heroin to a broad 
audience in the Eagles Nest 
Tribal Gym on Feb. 11 hosted 
by Youth LEAD. 

Phil Pavona, executive 
director of Families Against 
Narcotics for the Okemos/ 
Ingham county chapter, retold 
the events of the accidental 
heroin overdose death of his 
son, Eric, in August 2011. 

In 2008, the height of 
Eric’s opiate addiction 
began. After using prescrip- 
tion drugs and after two years 
at Ferris State University, 
Eric began using heroin. He 
was living with his parents 
and attending Baker College. 

Eric spent a lot of time 
hanging out with friends in 
East Lansing, Mich. He began 
dating a woman he’d known 
in high school, and she intro- 
duced him to heroin, Phil 
Pavona said. 

“We just assumed he was 
drinking a little too much 
with friends,” Phil said. “I 
was very naive.” 

Eric was put in reha- 
bilitation and admitted to 
Sparrow’s detox program. 
Eric spent merely three days 
there (the maximum covered 
by insurance). Phil learned 
there was a 97 percent failure 
rate for treatment. 

“So, if 100 kids entered the 
program, 97 kids would fail, 
leave detox and use again,” 
Phil said frustrated. 

Phil was told if Eric 
relapsed, it would be a one 
year wait until he could be 


i 

Courtesy of Phil Pavona 

Eric Pavona’s high school 
graduation picture. Eric 
died at age 25 from an 
accidental heroin over- 
dose on Aug. 28, 2011. 

re-admitted. Within 10 days, 
Phil said Eric tested positive 
for heroin and was kicked out 
of the program. 

In the two years of Eric’s 
struggle, he, his parents and 
four sisters experienced ongo- 
ing infuriating circumstances 
with the court, health care sys- 
tems, jail, 12-step programs, 
counseling and rehab. 

“My son’s first (drug recov- 
ery program) sponsor gave 
him heroin,” Phil said. 

After trips in and out of jail, 
inpatient programs and treat- 
ment, Eric was released on a 
tether to his parents’ home. He 
overdosed 48 hours later but 
survived. 

“An employee at the 
jail told me 19 kids were 
released from jail due to 
overcrowding,” Phil said. 
“Five of those kids over- 
dosed and three more died 
from an overdose... When 
Eric was released, no one 
ever told me the first 24 to 





"The lawyer in 
your family" 


Associates, PLLC 

Damian S. Fisher 


Tribal Elder 

grayskyllc@gmail.com 


215 West Broadway 
(989) 423-5G25 

l 



The Ziibiwing Cultural Society Board of Directors needs to 
fill a 2-year term vacancy. Please submit a letter of interest 
and resume to: 

Shannon Martin 

6650 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 48858 
or email smartin@sagchip.org 


» The Midwest's Premier American Indian Museum 

ZIIBIWING CENTER 6650 E. Broadway • MT. Pleasant, Mi 

CUt*** V f-Qrryi MUSEUM! 989-775-4750 • WWW.SACCHIP.ORG/ZIIBIWING 
WEBSTORE: 989-775-4783 • WWW.NATIVEDIRECT.COM 


72 hours are when addicts 
tend to use again.” 

In mid- August 2011, Eric 
told his parents he was going to 
dinner with a friend. That night, 
he used heroin and overdosed in 
a strip mall parking lot. He was 
taken to Sparrow Hospital, but 
his parents were not notified due 
to federal privacy laws. Phil said 
he previously signed all the nec- 
essary forms for HIPPA laws and 
was supposed to be contacted. 

One thing that really upset 
Phil was the physician treating 
Eric wrote on the records that 
Eric had “no support system, 
he was a street kid.” The doc- 
tor made the assumption based 
on Eric’s age and because his 
parents could not be contacted. 

If my wife and I would 
have known he overdosed on 
Aug. 26, he would not have 
died on Aug. 28 from another 
overdose, Phil said. 

Phil believes regularly 
using prescription drugs can 
lead to hard drug addictions. 

“Every day in the United 
States, 2,000 teenagers try a 
new prescription drug,” Phil 
said. “We lose someone every 
14 minutes in the U.S. from 
prescription drug overdose.” 

Phil has advice for youth 
today, “drug dealers only want 
your money, they do not want to 
be your friend. Recognize your 


worth, value and potential.” 

He also offers advice to 
parents, “don’t be naive and 
stupid like we were as par- 
ents. Look at all your medi- 
cations at home and lock 
them up. Talk to your kids 
about opiates and what is 
going on in the streets.” 

Eric died on his parents’ 
29th anniversary. They no 
longer celebrate that date. 

The average opiate recovery 
takes at least five rehabs before 
an addict is ready to even begin 
thinking about turning their life 
around, Phil said. 

“They are not bad kids, 
they just hide from their 
problems instead of work on 
their problems,” he said. 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribal Police 
Department has a drug drop 
box in its lobby 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, 
as does the City of Mount 
Pleasant Police Department. 

According to families- 
againstnarcotics.org, the FAN 
Mission and Vision is “to raise 
awareness of the prescription 
opiate drug abuse epidemic, to 
reduce the stigma and change 
the face of addiction, to educate 
about the dangers of prescrip- 
tion and illegal narcotic use 
and to support those affected 
by drug abuse and addiction.” 
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Phil Pavona, execu- 
tive director of Families 
Against Narcotics for the 
Okemos/lngham county 
chapter, retold the events 
leading to his son’s acci- 
dental heroin overdose 
and death during the Youth 
LEAD-hosted event. 


A FAN chapter is also located 
in Saginaw, Mich., where regu- 
lar meetings occur the second 
Tuesday of the month from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. at the Grace Baptist 
Church at 4619 Mackinaw. All 
are welcome to attend. For more 
information, call 989-799-5846 
or email saginaw@families- 
againstnarcotics. org. 



CMU 


CEL \ 


26th ^22 


MARCH 21-22, 2015 

MCGUIRK ARENA IN THE CMU EVENTS CENTER 

(360 E. Broomfield Rd., Mount Pleasant, Ml 48859) 
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PRIZES: 

DRUM CONTEST 

1st Place - $3,000 
2nd Place - $2,000 
3rd Place - $1,000 

ADULT DANCE CONTEST 

1st Place -$400 
2nd Place' - $300 
3rd Place - $200 

HAND DRUM CONTEST 

1st Place - $500 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
UNIVERSITY 


GRAND ENTRIES: 

Saturday - 1 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

Sunday - Noon 

Doors open to public at 1 1 a.m. 

ADMISSION: 

ADULTS $7 • ELDERS $5 • YOUTH $5 
SCIT MEMBERS (with I.D.) - Free 
CMU STUDENTS (with I.D.) - Free 
CHILDREN (4 years and under) - Free 

FEATURING MORE THAN 20 ARTS AND 
CRAFTVEND0RS 

SPONSORED BY: 

American Indian Science and Engineering 
Society (AISES) 

North American Indigenous Student 
Organization (NAISO) 

Office of Native American Programs 
Office for Institutional Diversity 
Central Michigan University 
Office of the President 
Office of the Provost 
College of Communication and Fine Arts 
College of Humanities and Social and 
Behavioral Sciences 

College of Education and Human “Services 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 

FOR MORE INFO: 

Native American Programs 
989-774-2508 

cmich.edu/powwow 


CMU is an AA/EO institution (see cmich.edu/aaeo) UComm 9219 
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FunE Games 



late winter 

giiwe biboon 

cold weather 

gisinaa 

snow 

zoogipon 

white 

waabishkaande 

wind 

dakaanimad 

chill 

dakaji 

blizzard 

biiwan 

whirlwind 

gizhibaayaanimad 

dress (warm) 

giizhoo'o 

coat 

babiinzikawaagan 

blanket 

waabooyan 

cover 

agwazhe 

handkerchief 

moshwens 

north 

giiwedin 

northern lights 

jiibayagniimi'idiwag 

wait 

akawaabi 

thaw 

ningide 

spring 

ziigwan 

think 

maaminonendam 

green 

ozhaawashko 
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AABIJI ClISHOOZAN (KEEP WARM ) 


Nichols, John, D, & Nyholm, Earl. A Concise Dictionary of Minnesota Ojibwe. University of Minnesota Press. Minneapolis. 1995. Title by Isabelle Osawamick. 


WHERE ON 



THE REZ? 

Do you know where this is? 

Answer the puzzle correctly by 
March 17 through e-mail or 
telephone. Your name will go into 
a drawing and one winner will 
receive two free announcements 
in the Tribal Observer. 

Submit Answers To: 

dean tu@sagch ip. org 
or call 989-775-4010 


LAST MONTH: 



Sign at Sagamok Shell 
(Mount Pleasant) 

Last Month's Winner: 

No Winner 




co* lC 

CONTEST 


Email your submissions to 
observer@sagchip.org or turn 
them in to the Tribal Observer 
office located inside the Tribal 
Operations building. 





Simba is a 
1 -year-old Do- 
mestic Short- 
hair/mix. He 
has been with 
HATS 
August 2013. 

He’s an inde- 
pendent guy with an agenda of his own. 
He marches to the beat of his own drum, 
and that’s the way he likes it. He can eas- 
ily entertain himself, but he’d like to find 
someone who wouldn’t mind cuddling up 
to him every once in a while. 


Yogi is a 4-year- 
old Mastiff/Shep- 
herd mix. Yogi is 
a very fun- loving 
dog who was sur- 
rendered to HATS 
when his 
became homeless. 

Yogi is a high-energy dog who is seeking an ac- 
tive home with maybe another dog but with no 
cats! Yogi has been around kids and dogs before 
so it shouldn’t be anything new for him! Yogi 
does well with housetraining so the transition to 
a home environment should be easy! 


since 


owners 


Available at: The Humane Animal Treatment Society 

1105 S. Isabella Rd. Mt. Pleasant Hatsweb.org 989.775.0830 Email: info@hatsweb.org 

Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Saturday: 9 a.m. -2 p.m. | Puppies (under six months): $175, Dogs: $160, Cats: $85 



The Wigwam has 
sheltered our ancestors 
from storms and bad 
weather since the dawn 
of time. The wigwam 
has witnessed the 
hardships our people 
have had to endure not 
only through the hands of change and war, but upon our 
strongest enemies, ourselves. The spirit of the wigwam 
does not forget and keeps with it the wisdom to guide the 
souls that have strayed back to a peaceful life. 


Comments or feedback can be sent to: 
wigwam_wisdom@yahoo.com 

*(WW is intended entertainment purposes only. Please make 
sure to seek professional counseling when necessary .) 


Dear WW: My husband has his own company. I 
would like to know how to deal with his secretary! 
Last week when I stopped in, she was mbbing his 
shoulders as I stood in the doorway speaking to him. 
She knew I didn’t like that but ignored me all the 
same. When I call for my husband, she puts me on 
hold for a very long time. How do I get her to stop 
these little games she’s playing? Grow Up Already! 

Dear Grow Up: I don’t believe the secretary is your 
problem. Your husband is who you really should 
be addressing this. If you must know, she’s doing 
the things she does because your husband allows 
it. He doesn’t care that it hurts you. You need to 
ask yourself why you allow yourself to be treated 
like you do. If anyone needs to grow up, I believe 
it would be you. You need to pack your bags and 
leave. Don’t go back until he realizes that you are 
his WIFE and one with feelings. You can bet that 
secretary will get what’s coming to her in one way 
or another. If you really want to get back at her, let 
her have him. You know first hand how cold and 
unfeeling he can be. It’s called karma — what goes 
around, comes around! You deserve better, unfortu- 
nately, you just don’t know it yet. 


Dear WW: I have been invited to Disneyland with 
my in-laws. My husband will not be attending as 
he has a pre-arranged business trip. All expenses 
are paid so this is a no-brainer for me. Only one 
small problem — my in-laws! What more do I need 
to say? Besides lack of parenting skills, they are 
pretty good people. It’s hard to see the disrespect 
the kids have for the parents and all the backtalk. 
Maybe I can point it out when it happens so they 
are more aware of it? If I don’t say anything, I’m 
bothered by it. If I do say something, I’m an out- 
cast! What should I do? Disney Bound 

Dear Disney: As an invited guest with all expenses 
paid, you’d be better off not saying anything. What 
you can do is talk to your kids about it before you 
go on the trip. Bring the awareness to your kids and 
maybe they will be ones to say how disrespectful 
it is. If you say something as an invited guest, you 
might not be invited again. Even if you did say some- 
thing, the chances of them changing are slim. The 
most you can do is be there and be pleasant. This 
is a perfect opportunity for you and your kids to be 
role models. If it gets too bad, take time out and do 
something alone with your own kids. 


Dear WW: How do you stand by and let someone 
make the worst mistake of their life? My brother 
is so in love, he can’t see straight. Not only is he 
with an older woman but now he wants to have kids 
with her. However, it’s public knowledge that she 
had her two kids from a previous relationship taken 
away due to her home being unsanitary. Currently, 
she’s staying with him so he hasn’t seen that side of 
her yet. You Can’t Pick Your In-Laws 

Dear In-Laws: Who your brother loves is really none 
of your business. Please accept that there is nothing 
you can do to change his mind. Good for you for 
being blessed with wisdom to know the difference. I 
suspect your brother is a caretaker and has found his 
goal in life in taking care of a needy woman who lost 
her kids and home. Wanting to marry someone who 
had her kids taken away is not good marriage mate- 
rial, however, it is not our place to judge. Be there for 
your brother in case he ever needs to confide in you. 
That’s about all you can do. 




Communit 


Tribal 

WPBA hosts tribal 



youth clinic and 


Tribal Observer I March 1, 2015 


Page 12 I Midaaswi-shi-niizh 

Pro-Am charity event 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


N ATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

Unique from any other sporting 
event, the Women’s Professional 
Billiard Association (WPBA) 
offered plenty of personal inter- 
action time with its players. 

The Soaring Eagle Casino 
& Resort hosted the world’s 
best female billiard play- 
ers Feb. 4-8 during WPBA’s 
Masters 9-Ball Championship 
for the 2015 Women’s Pro 
Billiard Tour season. 

Kicking off the event was the 
WPBA Kids’ Clinic for Tribal 
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Tribal Council Member 
Julius Peters poses 
with World Champion 
and Hall of Famer 
Allison Fisher of WPBA. 


youth on Wednesday, 

Feb. 4, in the afternoon. 

WPBA players “The 
Black Widow” Jeanette 
Lee, “The Striking 
Viking” Ewa Mataya 
Laurance, Vicki Paski 
and Laura Smith taught 
strategic plays to the 
youth in attendance. 

Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal youth mem- 
bers Walter Trepanier, 

Andre Leaureaux, 

Shaine Francis, Kobun 
Neyome, Justin Mannie, 

Camron Pelcher and 
Tony Garcia learned 
billiard skills from the 
best women in the sport. 

The same night, WPBA 
hosted a charity Pro-Am to 
benefit the 8th annual Saginaw 
Chippewa Round Dance. 

“The WPBA fundraiser 
was a nice surprise as it was 
unexpected,” said Melissa 
Montoya, interim tribal edu- 
cation director. “We are very 
grateful to Tribal Council and 
SECR Marketing for their gen- 
erosity and thoughtfulness...” 

Each participant paid $100 to 
play in the charity with a WPBA 
professional involving Allison 
Fisher, Jeanette Lee, Karen Corr, 
Ewa Mataya Laurance, Brittany 
Bryant, Jennifer “9MM” Barretta, 
Jasmine Ouschan, Monica “The 
Assassin” Webb and Kelly 
“KwikFire” Fisher. 


“The Black Widow” Jeanette 
Lee teaches Camron Pelcher 
some of her billiards moves 
during the WPBA kids’ clinic. 

Joining Montoya were 
many other SCIT Members 
and employees including 
Tribal Council Member Julius 
Peters, Tribal Elder Lester 
“Woody” Chippeway, Gaming 
Commission Chairperson Brian 
Chippeway, SCA Language 
Teacher Nathan Isaac, Ziibiwing 
Center Director Shannon 
Martin and Guest Service 
Performance Development 
Specialist Tim McCullough. 

“Going into the event was 
intimidating for an amateur 
pool player like myself,” 
Montoya said. “I don’t think 
I’ve picked up a pool stick in 
20 years. Meeting my team- 
mates and our designated 
professional, Brittany Bryant, 
put my mind instantly at ease. 
She was very encouraging, 
patient, and a lot of fun. It 
was definitely worth stepping 
out of my comfort zone for 
this experience.” 

The charity raised $3,300 
for the Saginaw Chippewa 
Academy Round Dance. 

“The proceeds from the 
fundraiser will be used 
toward honorariums for the 
invited singers traveling from 
Alberta, Saskatchewan, Texas, 
Wyoming, and Minnesota,” 
Montoya said. “We are hum- 
bled and overwhelmed with 
the support shown from the 
SCIT community. The success 
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Justin Mannie (left) and Kobun Neyome play a match with 
coaching from “The Striking Viking” Ewa Mataya Laurance. 
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7de Mutual Sayotacv (?/afr/kaui Round 'Dance 

invitee alt einycne and families! to attend. 'Wontd 
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•Friday Schedule- 

9.0Cpm- Rouxi Dance Social 
1200am- RaftesiOravwngs 

I 00am- Closing 

ALL NIGHT Concessions 

•Saturday Schedule- 
5 00pm- Ppe Ceremony, Feast & 
Round Danoe Teadwxj 
7:00pm- Rand Dance 
830pm- SCA Honoring 

I I 45pm- Memorial Song 
12 OOanv Lunch 

1 OOam- Rarftes 6 Drawngs 
3 00am- Closing 

FREE ADMISSION boti nights 

All Children must be accompanied and 
supervised by an adult 


For More Information: 
Nathan Isaac (989)954-4471 
Aaron Chivis (989)506-0609 
\ J "Bud" Day (231)492-3271 
' * "Cub" Sprague (989)708-2227 


W 
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an: fa Styictfe Michigan 

Singe 

/fmM /Hexed Alberta 
‘Deft (?6ac<Zet Alberta 
ty&wultete Sett Wyoming 

tflcUtoMMt Minnesota 
Texas 

Opdc Minnesota 

TJfatt OteMC Ontario 
auebec 

tfd&C tfauclet Ontario 
TVcuftte Ttta&cnly Alberta 
Ontario 

£Cijd& StCvCrtA Ontario 
^tdclcf 'KeewdtOt Saskatchewan 
I T><xy Minnesota 

•All Singers presented the Sticks receive an honorarium. 
-All singers arc welcome and will be acknowledged. 

Uvc Jtecording by RcZonancc Productions 
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The Feb. 4 WPBA Pro-Am fundraiser raised $3300 for the 
Saginaw Chippewa Academy's 8th annual Round Dance. 
(Pictured left to right: “The Black Widow” Jeanette Lee, 
Jennifer “9 MM” Barretta, Ojibway Language Teacher 
Nathan Isaac, Interim Education Director Melissa Montoya 
and WPBA World Champion Allison Fisher.) 

of this event is determined by everyone who assists to make 
participation and support from this experience possible, we 
the community. Miigwetch to are very grateful.” 



Doors Open 

10:30am 


Grand Entries 

Sat: 12:00 St 7:00 pm 
Sun: 12:00pm 


General Admissions 

Family Pass $25 
Adults $10 
Students (ID) $7 
Seniors $7 
Children (5-12) $5 
Group Rates Available! 


mmimmnmmi 

TW 


ASSOCIATION 


Skyline Highschool: 2552 North Maple Road, Ann Arbor, Ml 48103 ■ 

Everyone Is welcome to attend this <elebration 
of Native American culture! 

www.powwow.umich.edu 



SCIT Planning Department Tree 
Planting Program 

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe’s Planning Department is excited to 
announce a tree planting program. We are looking for interested commu- 
nity members to help us re-establish forest areas along rivers, lakes, ponds, 
or any other water. Trees and shrubs help to stabilize soils along stream 
banks and shorelines, provide shade for fish and other organisms living in 
the water, and work as purifications systems for our environment. We have 
ordered several varieties of small, bare root trees from the Conservation 
District to plant this Spring. The trees typically arrive in late April. The 
trees vary in size from small seedlings to approximately five feet tall. 


In order to be eligible for the program, community 
members must meet the following requirements: 

• Ownership of the land (near water) where trees will be planted. 

• Be willing to nurture and protect trees (regular watering, protection 
from mowing). 

• Trees must be planted on Tribal property or within the Tribal Boundary. 

Please submit your application to: 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe Planning Department 
7070 E Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

Or by email: cpauquette@sagchip.orgt 

Not all applicants will be chosen, but please apply. 

We have a lot of trees to plant! 

Please contact Carey Pauquette, water quality specialist, 
with any questions: 989-775-4016 

Applications will be accepted through March 31, 2015. 











Great Selection 


Price & Payment 0 Down 
Plus Tax, Title, Doc & Plate 



2004 Ford F-150 4WD 


Crew Cab, XLT, V8 5.4L, Auto, 
164k Miles, Dark Red. #FT071B 

42 mos/$175/$6,875 



2006 Chevy Malibu 


Maxx LTZ, FWD, V6 3.5L, Auto, 
White, 101k Miles. #EP012B 

54 mos/$1 78/$8,695 



2012 Ford Focus SE 

Certified, FWD, Gas 14 2.0L, 
Auto, 44k Miles, MP3. #FP003 

72 mos/$243/$1 4,500 



2009 Chevy Silverado 

1500 LT, Ext. Cab, 4WD, 166k 
Miles, V8 Gas/Eth. #EU037A 

60 mos/$279/$14,995 



2008 Mercury Mariner 


Premier, 4WD, Auto, V6, 3.0L, 
95k Miles, Leather. #EU197B 

54 mos/$225/$1 0,999 



2011 Chevy Cruze 

LT w 1LT, FWD, Auto, Turbo 
14 1.4L, 73k Miles. #EU209 

66 mos/$199/$1 1,650 



2010 Dodge Avenger 

R/T, FWD, Gas 14 2.4L, Auto, 
57k Miles, 4DR, Cruise. #FU017 

60 mos/$235/$1 2,600 



2008 Mercury Sable 


Premier, FWD, Auto, Gas 14 
2.5L, Blue, 75k Miles. #EP110A 

54 mos/$209/$1 0,1 98 



2007 Chevy Tahoe LT 

RWD, Gas/Eth. V8 5.3L, Auto, 
154k Miles, Silver. #FU022 


48 mos/$27 1 /$1 1 ,900 



2004 Chevy Silverado 

2500 HD, LS, Ext. Cab, 4WD, 
133k Miles, Auto, Red. #ET415Z 

42 mos/$399/$1 5,495 



2008 Chevy HHR LT 


FWD, Gas 14 2.2L, Auto, Red, 75k 
Miles, Cruise, MP3. #FT110A 

54 mos/$186/$9,100 



2006 Volvo XC70 AWD 

Low Pressure Turbo Gas V6 3.5L, 
Auto, 138k Miles, Black. #EP025A 

42 mos/$244/$9,470 



2011 Ford Fusion SE 

FWD, Auto, 14 2.5L, Blue, 91k 
Miles, Cruise, CD. #FC042A 

66 mos/$1 81 /$1 0,600 



2011 Ford Transit XL 

FWD, Gas 14 2.0L, Auto, 89k 
Miles, 4DR, White. #EU215 

66 mos/$260/$1 5,1 95 



2009 Ford Flex Limited 

AWD, Auto, Gas V6 3.5L, 63k 
Miles, Cruise, Leather. #EU126 


60 mos/$347/$1 8,500 



2009 Ford Ranger XLT 


Ext. Cab, 4WD, Gas V6, Auto, 
Blue Metallic, 43k Miles. #FU024 

60 mos/$342/$1 8,295 



2010 Ford Escape XLT 


4WD, Gas/Eth. V6 3.0L. Auto, 
54k Miles, Blue, Cruise. #FU033 

60 mos/$310/$1 6,600 



2010 Ford Mustang 

RWD, Auto, Gas V6 4.0L, 55k 
Miles, Convertible Top. #EU204 

60 mos/$293/$1 5,695 



2008 Ford Expedition 

Limited, 4WD, Gas V8 5.4L, Auto, 
Black, 108k Miles. #FT133A 


54 mos/$388/$1 8,900 



2012 Nissan Frontier 

Ext. Cab, 4WD, Gas V6 4.0L, 
Auto, 37k Miles, White. #FU001 

72 mos/$364/$22,850 



2011 Chrysler 200 

Touring, FWD, Gas/Eth. V6 
3.6L, Auto, 19k Miles. #FU002 

66 mos/$263/$1 5,280 



2011 Chevy Equinox 

LS, FWD, Gas Ecotec 14 2.4L, 
Auto, Black, 63k Miles. #FU021 

66 mos/$269/$1 5,695 



2010 Ford F-150 XLT 

Regular Cab, RWD, 55k Miles, 
Gas V8 4.6L, Auto. #FU031 

60 mos/$316/$1 6,950 



2011 Ford F-150 SC 

Ext. Cab, 4WD, Turbo GasV6 
5.3L, Auto, 69k Miles. #FU023 

66 mos/$422/$24,500 



2011 Ford F-150 XLT 

Ext Cab, 4WD, Gas/Eth. V6, 63k 
Miles, Auto, Black. #EU131 


66 mos/$398/$23, 1 95 



2014 Jeep Compass 

Sport, 4WD, 14 2.4L, Auto, Blue, 
20k Miles, 4DR, Cruise. #FU012 

72 mos/$319/$1 9,995 



2010 GMC Acadia 


SLTl, AWD, Auto, Gas V6 3.6L, 
4DR, White, 69k Miles. #EU213A 

60 mos/$399/$21 ,400 



2011 Ford F-150 XLT 

Crew Cab, 4WD, Gas/Eth. V8 
5.0L, Auto, 78k Miles. #ET306A 

66 mos/$472/$27,395 



2010 GMC Sierra SLE 

1500 Crew Cab, 4WD, Gas/Eth. 
V8, Auto, 81k Miles #ET415B 

60 mos/$376/$23,600 



2014 Dodge Grand 
Caravan SXT FWD 

42k Miles, 4DR, Auto. #FU013 

72 mos/$309/$1 9,495 



2011 Ford F-150 XLT 

Ext. Cab, 4WD, Auto, Turbo Gas 
V6, Red, 104k Miles. #FT185A 

66 mos/$347/$20, 1 95 



2011 Jeep Wrangler 


Sport, 4WD, Gas V6 3.8L, Auto, 
40k Miles, Cruise. #EP091A 

66 mos/$389/$22,600 



2012 Ford F-150 XLT 

Crew Cab, 4WD, Gas/Eth. V8 
5.0L, 33k Miles, Auto. #FU025 

72 mos/$446/$27,900 



2013 Ford Edge SEL 


Certified, AWD, V6 3.5L, Brown 
Metallic, 24k Miles. #EP107 

72 mos/$463/$28,950 



2013 Lincoln MKX 

Certified, Premium, AWD, Gas V6 
3.7L, Auto, 40k Miles. #EP104 

72 mos/$536/$33,500 



2012 Ford F-150 XLT 

Crew Cab, 4WD, Gas/Eth. V8, 
Auto, Blue, 31k Miles. #EP035 

72 mos/$531 /$33,200 


JUST ARRIVED 


2013 Ford Taurus 4DR SEL AWD 

6 Cyl., Auto, Leather Heated Seats, Rear Camera, 1 -Owner, 
43k Miles, Ingot Silver Metallic. 72 mos/$346/$21 ,700 

2012 Ford Escape 4DR XLT FWD 

4 Cyl., Auto, Air, Cruise, Tilt, Power Locks & Windows, 
Stereo CD, Sync, Charcoal Cloth Interior, Steel Blue, 45k Miles, 
1-Owner, Moon Roof. 72 mos/$308/$1 9,350 

2013 Lincoln MKZ 4DRAWD 

Auto, Air, Full Power, 5,700 Miles, Save Thousands, Ruby Red 
Clearcoat Metallic, Moon Roof. 72 mos/$535/$33,400 

2013 Ford Escape 4DR SE FWD 

4 Cyl., Eco, Auto, Tilt, Power Locks & Windows, CD, 24k Miles, 
1-Owner, Ruby Red, Alloy Wheels. 72 mos/$329/$20,600 

2013 Ford Taurus SEL 4DR FWD 

6 Cyl., Auto, Navigation, Leather Heated Seats, Rear Camera, 
Sync, Tuxedo Black, 35k Miles. 72 mos/$347/$21 ,800 

2013 Ford Taurus SEL 4DR FWD 

6 Cyl., Auto, Air, Tilt, Power Locks & Windows, Power Drivers Seat, 
22 k Miles, Silver Metallic, 1-Owner. 72 mos/$331 /$20,800 

2013 Lincoln MKX 4DRAWD 

3.7L 6 Cyl., Auto, Full Power, Black Metallic, Vista Roof, 1 -Owner, 
Power Lift Gate, Sync, 31k Miles. 72 mos/$526/$32,900 


KRAPOHL’S 


WE BUY 

Clean Cars, Trucks & SUV’s 


Visit our website 

WWW.KRAPOHL.COM 

for our entire inventory! 


64 YEARS 
STRONG 


1 - 800 - 772-5974 | Mt. Pleasant • 1 Block East of Meijer 

Price & Payment $0 Down plus tax, title and doc. Financing 4.9% fixed rate and approved credit. Down payment or trade equity will lower payment. All vehicles subject to prior sale, see dealer for details. 
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Dress Fashion Show 

honors loved ones affected by heart disease 


NATALIE SH ATTUC K 

Editor 

Heart disease is the num- 
ber one cause of death in 
the United States. In con- 
junction with healthy heart 
events, the Ziibiwing Center 
of Anishinabe Culture & 
Lifeways hosted a Red Dress 
Fashion Show on Friday, Feb. 
6 in the lobby. 

The 24 models who 
dressed in red and walked 
the runway did so for loved 
ones affected by heart-related 
health problems. 

According to statistics, 
someone has a heart attack 
every 34 seconds in the 
United States, and every 60 
seconds someone in the U.S. 
dies from a heart disease- 
related event. 

SCIT Elder and Ziibiwing 
Center Board Member Suzanne 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

The adorable Annabella 
McHugh walked the runway 
in honor of her grand- 
mother who passed away. 


Cross (Bneshiinh kwe - Bird 
woman) was the first to tread 
the runway. Cross walked with 
her granddaughters; 1 1 -year- 
old Elizabeth Kay Cross and 
6-year-old Alexis “Suzanne” 
Holochwost, who is a name- 
sake to Cross. 

Cross and her granddaugh- 
ters walked in honor of all of 
those who have walked on as 
a result of heart disease. She 
also shared her appreciation 
of the community support on 
her “Healing through Culture 
and Art Shawl Collection” on 
display at Ziibiwing. 

“Although heart (cardiac) 
disease is the number one 
cause of death for male and 
female American Indian/ 
Alaska Natives, the female 
population often experiences 
heart disease differently than 
men and often aren’t aware of 
these differences,” Cross said. 
“Women may still think heart 
disease is only a man’s con- 
dition and not a concern for 
them. The Red Dress Fashion 
Show and dinner was a won- 
derful way to raise awareness 
for not only SCIT women, but 
also for the children and men 
who participated and attended 
the event. The Ziibiwing 
Culture Center was a wonder- 
ful locale and a collaborative 
event for the (shawl collec- 
tion) Changing Exhibit...” 

Cross created the collec- 
tion with a cultural approach 
to increase awareness and 
emphasize cardiac health and 
care. She is hopeful the col- 
lection will inform, support, 
and encourage mindfulness 
of self-care to increase heart 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Mother and daughter duo Ella (left) and 
Karmen Fox walk in honor of their grand- 
mother Estella who passed away in August 
2009 from a heart attack. 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Layla Pigeon (left) and Aviana Gomez 
walked for Aviana’s sister, Mari, who was 
born with congestive heart defects. 


health, which will result in an 
improvement of overall health. 

Tribal community mem- 
bers of all ages walked the 
runway. Tahlia Alonzo walked 
in remembrance of her great- 
grandfather Albert Alonzo, 
who passed away of a heart 
attack in 1961. Tahlia encour- 
aged everyone to get regular 
check-ups, regardless of age. 

Mary Graveratte’s grand- 
daughters Julianna and 
Adrianna and great-grandson 
Donovan took to the runway in 
her honor. Graveratte is a heart 
disease survivor. The chil- 
dren also walked for their late 
great-grandparents Chester 
and Christine Graveratte. 

Nimkee Executive Health 
Director Karmen Fox walked 



the runway with her daugh- 
ter Ella. 

“We walked in honor of my 
grandma, Estella, who passed 
away from a heart attack in 
August 2009,” Karmen Fox 
said. “I believe she really died 
of broken heart syndrome. 
My grandpa had passed away 
from cancer, and she was his 
caretaker. She began hav- 
ing heart palpitations, diz- 
ziness after his death. Two 
heart doctors cleared her and 
said she was fine. She had 
all the common symptoms of 
women associated with heart 
attacks; she thought she had 
the flu. Ultimately, she went to 
sleep and never woke up. (My 
daughter) Ella is her name- 
sake, born in June 2010.” 

Punkin Shananaquet 

traveled from the 


Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish 
Band of Pottawatomi - Gun 
Lake Tribe - to join the spe- 
cial occasion. 

“My red Jingle Dress 
is significant for healing,” 
Shananaquet said. “I’m hon- 
oring my entire family who 
has gone to healthy eating 
and physical activity to honor 
my significant other - David 
Shananaquet - so he will be 
here for our grandchildren. 
Jingle Dressers also represent 
healing for all creation; past, 
present and future.” 

SCIT Public Relations 
Manager Marcella Hadden 
and her granddaughter, 
Christina Benz, walked 
together. Hadden walked for 
“all of the grandmothers who 
take care of their grandchil- 
dren.” She keeps healthy by 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Observer photo by Natalie 5 






Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Julianna, Donovan and Adrianna take to the 
runway in honor of their grandmother, Mary 
Graveratte, who survived heart disease. 


Christina Benz walked the runway with 
her grandmother Marcella Hadden. They 
both walked to promote healthy living 
and encouraged others to quit smoking. 


SCIT Elder Suzanne Cross walked with her granddaughters; 
6-year-old Alexis Holochwost and 11 -year-old Elizabeth 
Cross. Suzanne’s “Healing through Culture and Art Shawl 
Collection” is on display now at Ziibiwing. 
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Tri bal Community, 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Nimkee Physician Dr. 
Jeffrey Striebel dis- 
cusses how to prevent 
silent heart attacks. 

not smoking and encouraged 
others to quit, no matter their 
age. Benz walked for “all 
Native teenagers and would 
like to remind them that 
smoking is ‘not cool’ and to 
keep sema sacred.” 

Three-year-old Mari Gomez 
was escorted by her grand- 
mother, Terri Biggs. Gomez 
is a heart disease survivor and 
had heart surgery shortly after 
birth. Her sister Aviana Gomez 
and friend Layla Pigeon also 
walked in her honor. 

Tribal Elder Marvin Davis 
was the last to take the run- 
way in his red attire. Davis 
survived two heart attacks. 
As an active patient with 



Tahlia Alonzo walked in 
rememberance of her 
great-grandfather Albert 
Alonzo who passed away 
from a heart attack in 1961 


diabetes requiring insulin 
three times a day and 17 units 
at bed time, he is doing well 
and recovering fine. 

“Staying healthy, proper 
diet and progressive weight 
loss; this, our Tribal people 
can also achieve as help and 
advice is readily available 
from staff at Nimkee Health 
Clinic,” Davis said. 

After the Red Dress Fashion 
Show, Nimkee Center Physicians 
Dr. Prem Barry Kissoondial, 
M.D., and Dr. Jeffrey P. Striebel, 
D.O., presented healthy heart 
information. 

Striebel provided informa- 
tion to on how to “know your 
risk of heart disease includ- 
ing: Family history, tobacco 
use, diabetes, blood pressure/ 
hypertension, cholesterol, 
waist line, activity level and 
stress levels.” 

He also suggested “know- 
ing your blood pressure, cho- 
lesterol and blood sugar num- 
bers, get a physical, have the 
courage to change what you 
can and don’t give up, know 
your body and if you don’t 
feel well; get help, and find 
ways to decrease stress.” 

Guests were also treated to a 
healthy heart dinner catered by 
Nbakade Family Restaurant. 

Ziibiwing Center Sales and 
Events Coordinator Glenna 
Genereaux assisted with the 
event planning, and made 
details come together smoothly. 

“The planning was a group 
effort from all departments, 





Virginia D’Artagnan plays 
basketball at Mount 
Pleasant High and dances 
Fancy Shawl to keep her 
heart healthy. She is the 
reigning Miss Wiigwaasmin, 
the National Cherry Festival 
Indian Princess 2014-2015. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Punkin Shananaquet of the 
Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish 
Band of Pottawatomi - Gun 
Lake Tribe - danced the run- 
way in her red Jingle Dress. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Three-year-old Mari 
Gomez is a heart dis- 
ease survivor who had 
to have heart surgery 
shortly after birth. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Joel Hon walked in his 
red attire for his great- 
grandmother Arroyo 
who passed away from 
a heart attack. 


which made it easier,” 
Genereaux said. “The com- 
mittee thought it would be 
nice to have red napkins, so I 
was researching rental fees for 
those and stumbled upon heart- 
shaped tables. I was so excited 
when I saw those so I asked 
(Ziibiwing Director) Shannon 
(Martin) and got approval to 
get them for the event.” 

Youth Alternatives Worker 
Alice Jo Ricketts made the 
flower arrangements, and 
young students created addi- 
tional decorations. 

“I reached out to the prin- 
cipal (Marcella Mosqueda) 
at the Saginaw Chippewa 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


SCIT Tribal Elder Marvin 
Davis has survived two 
heart attacks and is recov- 
ering well, while now living 
a healthy lifestyle. 


Academy and asked for heart 
decorations,” Genereaux said. 
“So, the students spent a day 
making them. I had enough 
hearts to put up around the 
stage, podium, and tables. I 
spent all afternoon hanging 
up the hearts. No heart was 
left behind.” 

Sasiwaans Immersion School 
students created tulip decora- 
tions made out of egg cartons 
that were on display along 
the runway. 

Eighty-five guests attended, 
and with the great turn out, 
there is already hope Ziibiwing 
will again host next year’s Red 
Dress Fashion Show. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Julie Whitepigeon enjoys 
Jingle Dress dancing to 
keep healthy. She wore a 
crocheted and beaded dress 
from her friend in Canada. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Nimkee Center Physician 
Dr. Prem Barry 
Kissoondial presented 
healthy heart information. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The beautiful flower 
arrangements were made 
by Youth Alternatives 
Worker Alice Jo Ricketts. 



/+HIPPEWA 
V * AB 

.V.V.'.V.V/.V.V.V. 989-779-2227 ViV. 



Available for All of Your Central & Northern Michigan Needs! 

No Distance Too Far! | Enjoy Our Wine & Micro Brew Tours In Traverse City! 


Need A Ride? 

We Can Help!! Lift Van Available 

In Vehicle Electronic Credit Card Processing 

For All Major Credit Cards 


VISA 


DISCOVER 


• Casino Runs 

• Airport Pickup and Drop Off 

• Seniors 

Airline Vouchers Accepted 

•Work 

• Corporate Accounts Welcomed 

• Lift Vans 

Available with Direct Billing 

• Golf Courses 

• Medical Transportation Services 

•Weddings 

With Direct Insurance Billing 

• Party Vans 

• Bar Runs 

Facebook Us @ Chippewacabalma 

• Ski Resorts 












STARTING AT 



Fill OUT YOUR BRAcHtWUHTHE BEST IN 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 




SAT • MAY 1 6 

Tickets on sale March 1 4 


WASHING DISHES 


VACUUMING 




^ HF ' ^ 


LINT BLACK 




SAMMY 


KERSHAW 


AARON TIPPIN 


SAT • MARCH 14 


WATCHING TV 


FR • MAY 29 


SOARING EAGLE BOX OFFICE 
ETIX.COM I 1. 800.5 14.ETIX 


CLEANING HOUSE 


STEVE MARTIN 


Pleasant, Ml 1.888.7.EAGLE.7 • SoaringEagleCasino.com 


(/ 


rf 


MARTIN 


WITH SPECIAL GUEST 


SHORT 


OAN+SHAY 


THURS • JUNE 25 


SAT • APR L 25 


DOING NOTHING 


STAYING HOME 




SPECIAL GUESTS DRU HILL & SILK 


SAT • MAY 9 


TUES * JULY 21 


LAUNDRY 


BEING BORED 


ENTERTAINMENT ROOM PACKAGE 

CALL 877.2.EAGLE.2 TO PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS AND BOOK YOUR ESCAPE! 


$249 

(FIRST CLASS ROOM. BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY.) 


• $10 IN PREMIUM PLAY PER PERSON 

• $10 DRINK CREDIT PER PERSON 

• 24-HOUR PASS TO AURORA BUFFET PER PERSON 

(SUNDAY-THURSDAY 11AM-11PM) 

(FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11AM-12AM) 


EAGLE CONCERT EXTRAS: 

$20 PREMIUM PLAY DAY OF SHOW 

(With purchase of 2 or more tickets at the Soaring Eagle box office.)* 

FREE DESSERT/APPETIZER: 

Valid at Siniikaung Steak & Chop Mouse. (With entree purchase. Show 
your concert ticket day of show.)* 

15% OFF KIDS QUEST 

(Show your concert ticket day of show. 15% off hourly childcare rate.)* 


Get the scoop. Follow us on Facebook and Twitter to keep up with the latest entertainment, promotions and giveaways! OO0 

*Visit SoaringEagleCasino.com for complete details. 
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SCTC celebrates February heart health month with Valentine's Day event 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal student Millie Pelcher and Leia Trasky are 
having some family fun on craft night. 


M ARY PELCHE R 

SCTC Extension Coordinator 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
College celebrated February’s 
healthy heart month on Feb. 5 
with an evening of Valentine’s 
Day activities focused on fam- 
ily enrichment. There were 
approximately 50 people that 
attended, all of whom enjoyed 
an evening of food and crafts. 

The school-aged children 
were provided school valen- 
tines that they were able to 
embellish and sign, making 
them all ready to give away at 
their school Valentine’s Day 
parties. All participants painted 
heart window cling decorations 
and were able to weave a paper 
heart-shaped basket. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Judicial Services Victims 
of Crime Advocate Amber 
Shepard displays her col- 
orful culinary creation. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal youth Roman Hart 
is ready to make Valentine 
cards for his family... 
especially his grandma, 
Kathy Hart. 

A healthy homemade soup 
and bread supper was also pro- 
vided. To top off the evening, 
participants were able deco- 
rate their own heart-shaped 
cookies for dessert. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal Member Daniel 
Jackson shows his special 
valentine confectionary. 


Participants also received 
educational information from 
the American Heart Association 
on heart health. According 
to the AHA, heart disease is 
the number one killer among 
American Indians and Alaskan 
Natives. Additionally, 36 per- 
cent of American Indians and 


Alaska Natives that die of heart 
disease will do so before the 
age of 65. 

The AHA recommends 60 
minutes of moderate to vigor- 
ous aerobic activity every day 
for kids ! 

The AHA gives simple 
steps to a healthier lifestyle. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Students Landon Rowlett 
(left) and Eli Harris con- 
centrate hard on their 
card making. 

1) Don’t smoke, 2) check 
blood pressure regularly, 3) 
eat a healthy diet, and 4) get 
moderate to vigorous physical 
activity each day. 

More information regarding 
a healthy heart can be found 
on its website heart.org. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Jennifer Lindstrom (left) checks out Tribal 
student Guadalupe Pelcher's artwork as 
they prepare to glue on their cards. 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Proud mom Bonita Franco encourages 
her son Owen as he decides what heart to 
place on his Valentine’s Day card. 


SCTC to offer additional courses for first-time college attendees 


SCTC STAFF 

This summer, Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal College will offer classes 
geared towards first-time college 
attendees and those individu- 
als who require developmental 
courses before enrolling in col- 
lege-level coursework. 


Developmental education 
is designed for those students 
who have been away from 
school for some time, or those 
that may want a refresher in 
some of the more fundamental 
aspects of Math and English. 

Our Student Development 
Course (SDV 099) is also a 
great fit for those individuals 


who would benefit from learn- 
ing some of the less well- 
known aspects of becoming 
a successful college student. 
Items such as library research 
skills, accessing financial aid, 
the academic calendar, aca- 
demic writing, email access 
and so much more are all cov- 
ered in this course. 


Our Student Services staff 
is ready and waiting to answer 
questions and help people register 
for and enroll in summer courses. 

To find out if these courses 
are a fit for you, SCTC uses the 
COMPASS placement test. This 
is an un-timed test designed to 
measure student readiness in 
Math, English and Reading. 


There is no fee to take the test. 

These courses are offered 
FREE for all American Indian 
students. Non-American Indian 
students may also qualify. 

To find out more about 
COMPASS testing, or to reg- 
ister for classes, please call the 
Registrar Amanda Flaugher at 
989 - 775 - 4123 . 


2015 Summer Academic Calendar 
February 9| Registration opens for Summer 2015 classes 
May 1 1 Summer registration ends 
March 30 1 Fall 2015 Registration begins 
May 8| Summer I classes begin 
May 15 1 Summer I add/drop ends 
June 5 1 Last day for "W" - Summer I 
June 22 1 Summer II registration ends 
June 29 1 Summer II classes begin 
July 3 1 Summer II add/drop ends 
June 26 1 Last day for Summer I classes 
July 31 1 Last day for "W" -Summer II 
August 21 1 Last day for Summer II classes 


ATTENTION NEW STUDENTS 

You must complete a Compass Test, and have a complete file, in 
order to register for classes. 

Please call (989) 775-4123 to set up your Compass test 


|||; Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College 

2015 SUMMER CLASSES 

Session 1: Friday, May 8 th - Friday, June 26 th 

***NOTE: all Summer 1 classes start on Friday, May 8th and continue following the schedule below:*** 

Code 

Course Title 

Days/Times 

Location 

Instructor 

ENG 098 

Basic Writing 1 

M/W 10-12 

T/R 2-4 

Comp. Lab 

TBD 

ENG 099 

Basic Writing II 

M/W 2-4 

T/R 10-12 

Comp. Lab 

TBD 

MTH 095 

Fundamentals of Math 

M/W 2-4 

T/R 10-12 

East 2 

Crosswait 

MTH 099 

Beginning Algebra 

M/W 10-12 

T/R 2-4 

East 2 

Crosswait 

SDV 099 

Academic Methods 


T/R 12-2 

Comp. Lab 

Swarthout 

Session II: M 

onday, June 29 th - Friday, August 21 st 

Code 

Course Title 

Days/Times 

Location 

Instructor 

ENG 098 

Basic Writing 1 


T/R 10-12 

Comp. Lab 

TBD 

ENG 099 

Basic Writing II 


T/R 2-4 

Comp. Lab 

TBD 

MTH 095 

Fundamentals of Math 


T/R 10-12 

East 2 

Crosswait 

MTH 099 

Beginning Algebra 


T/R 2-4 

East 2 

Crosswait 

SDV 099 

Academic Methods 


T/R 12-2 

Comp. Lab 

Swarthout 

M/W = Monday & Wednesday 

T/R = Tuesday & Thursday 







Education 



Pre-kindergarten teacher Pappas receives 
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"Educator of the Month" 


Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe s 
Education Administration would like 
to take this opportunity to showcase 
the shining stars in the department ! We 
are proud of each and every team mem- 
ber within our department and think 
the community should know about you! 

Congratulations Suzanne Pappas for being 
selected as the February Educator of the 
Month! The perks of this award include 
an induction into the Education Apple 
Orchard, educator’s goody bag, a gift cer- 
tificate and a traveling educator award. 

The following is a questionnaire com- 
pleted by Pappas: 

Which program do you work for? I 

work for Saginaw Chippewa Academy. 


What is your title? I am the pre-kinder- 
garten teacher. 

How long have you worked for the 
Education Department? It will be 
five years this August. 

What is your favorite part of work- 
ing in this department? Working with 
the kids and my co-workers, when you 
work with good people, coming to 
work is fun and rewarding. 

What is your funniest memory in 
working with our students? My 

funniest memory is of one little guy 
who told me this joke, “how do you 
fix a broken pizza?” “With ‘mato’ 
(tomato) paste” then he gave a huge 
belly laugh. 


When you were younger, what did you 
want to be when you grew up? I have 
always wanted to be a teacher. 

What is something people may not 
know about you? I am a farm girl 
at heart. 

Do you have any hobbies or special tal- 
ents? I love to read! 

What is your favorite movie? 

Bridesmaids 

What is your favorite food? Mashed 
potatoes; my grandma’s recipe. 

Thank you so much for being such an 
integral part of our education team! We 
appreciate you! 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


SCA Teacher Suzanne Pappas 
(middle) accepts her award 
from Administrative Assistant II 
Christina Halliwill (left) and SCA 
Principal Marcella Mosqueda. 


Renaissance 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dance for January: Seth Snyder, Tyler Snyder, 
Brysen Chamberlain, Josiah Hill, Katie Pigeon, 
Kathlyn Dunn-Anderson, Kaylee Bigford, Jonna 
Mejia, Sway Mandoka and Logan VanOrden. 


West Intermediate 


The following students were recognized 
on the honor roll for the third marking 
period: Esme Bailey, Quinnlan Burger, Karen 
Chippewa, Lucas Dye, Cory Gaskill, Hunter 
Genia, Gabriel Jackson, Sydney Jackson, Walker 
Jackson-Pelcher, Jarred Johnson, Treazure Jones, 
Madison Kennedy-Kequom, Hunter Kequom, 
Jessee Mandoka, Calvin Parish, Aleeya Peters, 
Mastella Quaderer, Joe Quintero, Owen Smith, 
Kyra Trofatter, Lindsay Watters and Carlee 
Williams. Honorable Mention: Dylan Klein and 
Kimberly Chamberlain. The following students 
earned perfect attendance for third marking 
period: Esme Bailey, Marisa Bennett, Kimberly 
Chamberlain, Bryan Chingman, Andrew 
Chingman III, Karen Chippewa, Julian Flory, Jose 
Garcia, Cory Gaskill, Makayla Jackson, Gabriel 
Jackson, Jarred Johnson, Madison Kennedy- 
Kequom, Hunter Kequom, Jade Leaureaux, 
Montana Leaureaux, Aleeya Peters, fAaron 
Schlegel, Aliana Seybert, Shaylyn Sprague, Kyra 
Trofatter, Richie Vaquera and Carlee Williams. 


Pullen 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dance for January: Logan Bird, Caleb Burger, 
Nikodin Davis, Trevor Isham, Zhaawan 
Martell, Javanni Perry, Isaiah Rodriquez, 
Bailey Burger, Jasmine Davis, Ryan Flaugher, 
Leonard Pamp-Ettinger, Tavia Agosto, Arianna 
Altiman and La’Anna Trudeau. 


McGuire 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dance for January: Arianna Bird, Mackenzie 
Burger, Tayden Davis, Mazhaquet Keshick, 
Isaiah Harris, Ivan Munoz, Aaron Graverette, 
Uniqa Munoz, Destiny Shawano, John Stevens, 
Christopher Bartow, Phoebe Defeyeter, Hazen 
Shinos, Caleb Kequom and Katie Green. 


Fancher 


The following students earned perfect 
attendance for December: Gloria Altiman, 
Daniel Bennett, Jamie Cross-George, Elijah 
Fosmore, Damion Haggard, Matthew Jackson, 
Miingan Jackson, Eli Marin, Madison 
Nahgahgwon, Cheyanne Odem, Jenna Rios, 
Alina Ruffino, Albert Shomin, Mollie Smith- 
Rodriguez, Thomas Trasky, Alek Welch and 
Dawnseh Wilson. 


Ganiard 


The following students earned perfect 
attendance for December: Caedynce 
Bailey, Devyn Bennett, Dylan Bennett, 
Lilly Chamberlain, Tehya Flores, Rosemarie 
Green, Darien Haggard, Zoey Haggard, 
Konner Hilleger, Nathaneil Houghton, Lucas 
Jackson, Dehmin Kahgegab, Darius Lopez, 
Trent McConnell, Nautica Mena-Strait, 
Ramon Negrete-Ledesma Jr, Shilyanna 
Negrete-Ledesma, Tiara Osawabine, Miah 
Perez, Ava Vogel and LahRae Wilson. 


Mount Pleasant HS 


The following students earned a 3.0 GPA 
or higher for the third marking period: 

*Yasmin Pelcher-Arias, Kendra Cyr, Allen 
Crockett, Zebulun Hampton, Chyna Bergevin, 
Shailyn Pontiac, Hailey Ritter, Simone 
Bigford, Edgar Peters, Onica Miller, Dajia 
Shinos, Tanner Williams, Rebecca Curtis, Nia 
Lewis, Callista Sowmick, Eli Starkey, Kataya 
Peters, Destiny Wetherbee, Jeffery Vasquez, 
Milan Guigno-Grundahl, Brandy Russell, 
Jaclyn Matthews, Kristin Peters, Trent Smith, 
Phoenix Slater-Snowden and Sully Schlegel. 
* Students earned a 4.0 GPA for the first six 
weeks. The following students earned the 
attendance incentive for the third marking 
period: Westley Adams, William Anderson, 
Simone Bigford, Miles Bussler, Gage 
Colwell, Ivan Curry, Tristin Key, Nathaniel 
Mandoka, Brenden Odem, Kataya Peters, 
Shailyn Pontiac, Lesley Simental, Phoenix 
Slater-Snowden and Quinn Steel. 


Shepherd 


The following middle school students earned a 
3.0 GPA or higher for the third marking period: 

Aiyanah Borton, Sienna Chatfield, Luciano 
Escamilla, Thomas Romero, Camron Scarlott- 
Pelcher, Matthew Smith and Emma VanHom. 
High School: Leo Bennett, Jarek Chamberlain, 
Kylie Fisher, Zykia Godlewski, Jacob Jackson, 
Devyn McKeever, Arionna Mejia, Tina Neyome, 
Dia Niezgoda, Alicia Raphael, Carina Romero, 
Allyssa Shawboose, Joey Sineway, Abbey Sura 
and Scott Sura. The following middle school 
students are being recognized for attendance 
in the third marking period: Christina Benz, 
Aiyanah Borton, Taylor Burton, Uriah Main, 
Kobun Neyome, Toby Pamp, Camron Scarlott- 
Pelcher, Carli Sprague and Emma Vanhorn. High 
School: Leo Bennett, Jarek Chamberlain, Taylor 
Cogswell, Adam Jewell, Sedona Mejia, Tina 
Neyome, Dia Niezgoda, Alicia Raphael, Carina 
Romero, Kara Sanders, Joey Sineway, Isabella 
Smith and Abbey Sura. The following elemen- 
tary students earned perfect attendance for 
December: Tierra Ash, Aiyana Bross, Trey Bross, 
Kaitlyn Cantu, Sebashtion Davis, Lily Dean, 
Alize Jackson, Tylor Linville, Andee Raphael, 
Maya Ryan, Olivia Sineway, Aanzhenii Starkey 
and Aubreyanna Stevens. The following elemen- 
tary students earned perfect attendance for 
January: Tierra Ash, Jaden Bross, Kaitlyn Cantu, 
Sam Cloud, Jonathan Cogswell, Sadie Cogswell, 
Sabashtion Davis, Alize Jackson, Lakota Jackson, 
Kasina Laughlin, Tylor Linville, Madalyn 
Sineway, Olivia Sineway and Aanzhenii Starkey. 


Vowles 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dance for December: Aaliyah Dunlap, Aviana 
Gomez, Metao Harris, Joaquin Jackson, Mia 
McCreery, Anissa Quiroga and Raynee Richards. 


Saginaw Chippewa Academy 


The following students earned Student of the 
Month honors for December: Dante Riggs, Erius 
Mena, Quinn Pelcher, Anita Pelcher, Raymond 
Pelcher, Annie Lada, Mnookmi Massey, Francis 
Sheahan. The following students earned per- 
fect attendance for December: Jaycee Sheahan- 
Kagahgab, Lillian Loonsfoot, Zhaabwii Pamp- 
Etinger, Joseph Jackson, Robbie Pamp-Ettinger, 
Angelo Leaureaux, Sandra Slater, Keaton 
Quintero, Alex Grice, Red Arrow LaLonde, Inara 
Curry, Auriah Hunter, Robert Saunders, DaShawn 
Rueckert, Felicia Saunders, Donna Wiltse, Dasia 
Wiltse, Chelsea Pelcher, Thalia Bennett and 
Francis Sheahan. The following students turned 
in all homework for December: Ahjinees 
Osawabine, Charmaine Castillo-Pelcher, Joseph 
Jackson, Joshua Velasquez, Kaleb Potter, Prentiss 
Jones, Liam Arbogast, David Jackson, Albert 
Trepanier, Alex Grice, Charles Trepanier, Gracie 
David, Inara Curry, Kayana Pelcher, Justin Perez, 
Maiingan Miller-Hosier, Red Arrow LaLonde, 
Landon Pelcher-Harless, Riana Chippewa, 
Meadow David, Dakota McQueen, Anita Pelcher, 
Karma Pelcher-Scarlott, Raynah Perez, Landen 
Rowlett, Robert Saunders, Kyleigh Scarlott, 
Alexis Trepanier, Kaley Davis, Angela Hawkins- 
Gonzalez, Josiah Hernandez- Wemigwans, Tawny 
Jackson, Felicia Saunders, Ahsiniis Smith, Calijah 
Trepanier, Thalia Bennett. Mnookmi Massey, 
Mana Pelcher and Andre Leaureaux. 

The following students earned Student of 
the Month honors for January: Keamin 
Alexander, Gracin Montoya, Maiingan Miller- 
Hosier, Frederick Highley, Shelayna Collins- 
Pelcher, Ariel Hinmon, Jacob Williams and Lars 
George. The following students earned per- 
fect attendance for January: Zhaabwii Pamp- 
Etinger, Robbie Pamp-Ettinger, Joshua Velasquez, 
Inara Curry, Quinn Pelcher, Sandra Slater, John 
Wemigwans, Robert Saunders, Raymond Pelcher, 
Quenten Rolfes, Felicia Saunders, Adrianna 
Garcia, Julianna Garcia, Foster Crampton, Mana 
Pelcher, Sara Saunders and Lars George. The fol- 
lowing students turned in all homework for 
January: Charmaine Castillo-Pelcher, Joshua 
Velasquez, Kaleb Potter, Albert Trepanier, Alex 
Grice, Charles Trepanier, Gracie David, Inara 
Curry, Jayden Schout-Pelcher, Kayana Pelcher, 
Maiingan Miller-Hosier, Quinn Pelcher, Red 
Arrow LaLonde , Landon Pelcher-Harless, Riana 
Chippewa, Meadow David, Frederick Highley, 
Kerrina Miller-Hosier, Kyleigh Scarlott, Alexis 
Trepanier, Anita Pelcher, Karma Pelcher-Scarlott, 
Raynah Perez, Landen Rowlett, Wabigwan 
Shawnoo, Alex Taylor, Shelayna Collins-Pelcher, 
Josiah Hernandez- Wemigwans, Tawny Jackson, 
Raymond Pelcher, Felicia Saunders, Ahsiniis 
Smith, Calijah Trepanier, Bruno Wemigwans, 
Julianna Garcia, Ariel Hinmon, Tavia 
Kahgegab, Annie Lada, Layla Paul, Lindsay 
Paul, Alberta Trepanier, Kayden Weekly-Dean, 
Chelsea Pelcher, Andre Leaureaux, Liberty 
Morland and Matthew Quaderer. 


Leadership Apprentice Vacancies 


There are a few vacancies left in the Leadership Apprentice Program. 
Applicants may apply on the sagchip.org employment website. The 
Leadership Apprentice program is to create opportunities for tribal 
members to acquire the necessary education, experience and skills to 
perform positions of leadership and responsibility for the tribe. 

Apprentices are placed in departments related to their respective 
degree, however, there may be times when they are assigned to a 
different department based on the circumstances and or needs of the 
tribe. This program is intended for students pursuing an Associates, 
Bachelors; Master’s or is seeking a trade or vocational certificate. 

Applicants must meet the following minimum qualifications: 

• Must be a member of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 

• Must have satisfactorily completed twelve credit hours 

• Must provide documentation of acceptance at an accredited 
college/university in the state of Michigan 

• Must currently have a cumulative 2.75 grade point average 

• Must submit an official transcript and class schedule during the 
recruitment process 

• Must be a full time college student 

• Applicants must submit a declared degree audit during the 
recruitment process 

• Must successfully pass a fingerprint/background check 

For further information, please call higher education at 989-775-4505 














Tribal Observer I March 1, 2015 
Page 19 I Midaaswi-shi-zhaangswi 



McCreery empowers youth through programs in Isabella County school district 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Youth LEAD Empowerment Aide Michael McCreery shares 
a laugh with Oasis/Way students. (Pictured left to right: 
McCreery, Sarah Shomin, Devon Durfee, Eric Trofatter, Tyler 
Jackson and Cheyenne Princing.) 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Youth LEAD Empowerment Aid 
Michael McCreery is employed 
through the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe and reminds stu- 
dents if they have not yet com- 
pleted their high school diploma 
or GED, they do not need to 
lose hope. Youth LEAD and its 
resources can help steer a student 
in the right direction. 

“Through our newly-created 
youth empowerment aide position 
that focuses solely on students 
enrolled in alternative high school 
at Mount Pleasant Oasis/WAY 
(computer-based home-school- 
ing) and Shepherd’s Odyssey, we 
are better able to provide support 
to our youth who benefit from the 
nontraditional school setting,” 
McCreery said. “Youth LEAD 
is working to reach out to those 
students who have dropped out 
of school for whatever reason to 
offer encouragement and support 
to get back onto their educational 
journey. We believe that all youth 
can succeed academically - we 
just need to help them find what 
path works best for them.” 

In addition to providing sup- 
port to the students in the alter- 
native settings, McCreery said 
he is also working with others 
(Mount Pleasant Community 
and Adult Education [MPCAE], 
Michigan Works, SCIT Human 
Resources and the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal College) in a 
coordinated effort to help them 
to help identify future goals. 

“Many students in the alterna- 
tive setting may think that college 
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SCIT Tribal youth and 
Odyssey student Chase 
Ramirez receives some 
mentorship from CMU 
Volunteer Alyssa Sutton. 

is not an option,” McCreery said. 
“Beginning this year, we are tak- 
ing our alternative students on 
college tours to help them see that 
it is a realistic goal for them.” 

“If there is a student out there 
wondering if it’s too late for them 
to complete their education, we 
are here to tell you that it is not,” 
he said. “Youth LEAD wants 
to empower you to accomplish 
your goal and it does not matter 
how long it has been since you 
were last enrolled in school. 
You can do it, and we will be 
there to support and encourage 
you along the way!” 

Student Services Supervisor 
Stacie Zeien works at MPCAE, 
a community resource center for 
mid-Michigan residents for more 
than 40 years. MPCAE programs 
range from preschool to adult 
education. MPCAE provides sup- 
port to K- 1 2 programs throughout 
Isabella County. 

“We are proud that our pro- 
gram strives to strengthen our 
community, our workforce, and 
meet the unique needs of our 


learners in the process,” Zeien 
said. “We currently have approxi- 
mately 70 students involved with 
our programs that identify them- 
selves as Native students, and 
to be able to have Michael and 
Youth LEAD working together 
with us makes our program stron- 
ger. It is our hope that our pro- 
gram will continue to grow and 
be an integral resource for the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
and the entire community.” 

In a partnership with the City 
of Mount Pleasant and the SCIT 
two percent funding, MPCAE 
assists with the PEAK (Partners 
Empowering All Kids) Program, 
to provide afterschool and sum- 
mer programming. 

MPCAE was also instru- 
mental in bringing Girls on the 
Run, a running and empow- 
erment program for 3rd to 
8th grade girls. Originally in 
Mount Pleasant, Girls on the 
Run has since grown to 26 sites 
in the mid-Michigan area. 

Youth LEAD Director 
Jennifer Crawford was instru- 
mental in creating the Girls 
on the Run program while she 
was an employee of MPCAE 
and she also appreciates the 
work McCreery is doing with 
Tribal students. 

“We want all of our students 
to have the same support and 
resources available to them 
whether they are in the local 
middle schools and high schools 
or one of our area alternative 
schools, providing them with 
the encouragement and support 
to go beyond their high school 
diploma or GED,” Crawford 


said. “Michael has done an 
excellent job creating relation- 
ships with the staff and students 
at both Oasis/WAY and Odyssey. 
While the primary focus of our 
department is (ages) 0-24, we 
are here to encourage and sup- 
port adults beyond that as well 
to complete their education. By 
doing so, we are helping to cre- 
ate an environment for our youth 
that supports and expects educa- 
tional success.” 

Carolyn K. Johnson, of the 
Isabella County Trial Court, 
believes the Youth LEAD and 
MPCAE collaboration is great 
attribute to the community. 

“The staff at MPCAE is 
always helpful and provides 
pertinent information and feed- 
back to our staff which assists 
us in monitoring a student’s 
attendance, progress and suc- 
cess,” Johnson said. “Students 
who attend MPCAE have the 
opportunity to be a part of an 
actual class in a classroom, 
they can do work in the lab at 
their own pace as well as take- 
home work. This allows the 


student to achieve their educa- 
tion at their own pace, which 
has a huge impact on their 
progress. We are also appre- 
ciative that the students are 
eligible for transition services 
if they are age 21 or under 
and have been placed in the 
Isabella County Correctional 
Facility or Isabella County 
Non-Secure Facility.” 

Youth LEAD Leadership 
Manager Deb Smith said SCIT 
now has nine youth empower- 
ment aides and five empower- 
ment advisors in school districts 
throughout Isabella County. 

MACAE recently received 
a “2015 Program of the Year 
Award” and is the only state- 
wide organization of adult edu- 
cation programs. 

“We are deeply honored 
to have been selected as the 
'Program of the Year' recipi- 
ent,” Zeien said. “The award 
recognizes our commitment 
to high-quality adult instruc- 
tion and services as well as our 
dedicated efforts to contribute 
to our community.” 


SCA succesful alumnus: MPHS basketball player Grant Trepanier 


(Editors note: The follow- 
ing introduction was written by 
Interim Tribal Education Director 
Melissa Montoya, the remain- 
ing article was written by former 
Saginaw Chippewa Academy stu- 
dent Alyssa Andy. ) 

Dibaadendiziwin or humility is 
one of our Seven Grandfather 
Teachings. Our ancestors 
believed that to live with humility 
is to recognize that we are equal, 
we all make mistakes, we all like 
to have our successes rewarded, 
and to put others before ourselves. 
We are not boastful people. We do 
not brag about our own accom- 
plishments. We are taught that 
recognition will be given to us 
when it is our time. Culturally, 
we continue to practice this way 
of life. We often recognize the 
accomplishments of our friends 
and family members. We speak on 
their behalf and honor them for 
their success. 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Academy does its best to instill 
a balanced education to its stu- 
dents, both culturally and aca- 
demically. The Seven Grandfather 
Teachings are included in daily 
lessons. They are also modeled in 
the way students and staff interact 
and treat each other. It is a plea- 
sure to see current and former 
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Former SCA student Grant 
Trepanier is currently 
attending MPHS and is 
a member of the Junior 
Varsity basketball team. 

SCA students living in the ways of 
their ancestors. 

The Education Department 
would like to share the journey 
of former Saginaw Chippewa 
Academy student Grant 
Trepanier. We are very proud 
of this young man and all that 
he is accomplishing. We are 
also proud of his cousin, Alyssa 
Andy, also a former SCA stu- 
dent, for thinking of him and 
sharing his story with us. 

Sports have a huge impact on 
Indian Country. Historically, 
our warriors fought great bat- 
tles defending our families and 


home. Currently, our people’s 
battles are addiction, poverty, 
and diseases like diabetes. 
Sports have been a positive out- 
let for our Native youth. 

One of our shining athletes of 
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe is Grant Trepanier. Grant 
Trepanier is currently a student 
at Mount Pleasant High School. 
Grant plays on the junior varsity 
basketball team as a shooting 
guard. While watching him play 
from the stands, you can’t help 
but notice his true sportsman- 
ship. As his follow teammates 
come off the court, Grant is 
right there with a towel, water, 
and words of encouragement. 

Grant started his academic 
career at the Saginaw Chippewa 
Academy, instilling great cul- 
ture values and teaching. This 
gave Grant the strong founda- 
tion in his identity as a Native 
American student and athlete. 
You can see the Tribal commu- 
nity pride in the huge cheering 
section for our Native athletes. 

While interviewing the 
coach Pat Onstott, I asked 
him questions about the team. 
These players practice four 
times a week and have two 
games a week. These play- 
ers also have to dress up on 
game days. They also must 


be passing four out of five 
classes in order to play. If you 
miss school, you cannot attend 
practices or games. 

To our Tribal community, 
sports are the new anti-drug. 
To play basketball we know 
you have to stay in school, pass 
your classes, but most impor- 
tantly, stay clean. For some, 
it’s that excuse to peers, “No 
thanks I’ve got a game.” 

Basketball, or any sport is 
also a stress reliever. No longer, 
as Native Americans, do we 
brag about the well-known ath- 
lete, Jim Thorpe; we now have 


Shoni and Jude Schimmel! And 
we will all soon hear, “Hey did 
you see Grant Trepanier play 
last night?” 

Fantastic work Grant ! You are an 
inspiration and great role model 
for your tribe. Keep up the hard 
work. Many people are watching 
and looking up to you for all that 
you have accomplished and will 
continue to accomplish. 

The Education Department 
would also like to recognize and 
thank the family of Grant for sup- 
porting his success. Student suc- 
cess begins in the home. 


Do you have an SCA Alumni Success Story? 

We would love for you to share them with us. The SCIT Education 
Department is accepting submissions of your success stories. 
If you were a former student, your child was a former student 
or somebody you know was a former student of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Academy, we want to celebrate their success. 

Please answer and submit the following questions: 

• Students Name • Years Attended SCA • Story of Success 

• How did SCA help you acheive the success? 

Please send your completed answers to: 

SCIT Education Department 

7070 E. Broadway Rd. Or email to: 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 challiwill@sagchip.org 
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Ouschan wins the SECR-hosted 2015 


N ATALIE SH ATTUCK 

Editor 

For the sixth consecutive year, 
the Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort hosted the Women’s 
Professional Billiard 

Association (WPBA) Masters 
Event Feb. 4-8, 2015. The 
9-Ball Masters Event champi- 
onship staged the top female 
competitors in the world of 
professional billiards. 

Forty-eight elite play- 
ers competed for the “2015 
WPBA Masters Champion” 
title. The matches commenced 
Thursday, Feb. 5. The play- 
ers vying for this year’s title 
included two-time consecu- 
tive, defending champion, 
“Little Devil Girl” Ga-young 
Kim, “KwikFire” Kelly 
Fisher, “Duchess of Doom” 
Allison Fisher, the “Black 
Widow” Jeanette Lee, Helena 
Thornfeldt, and more. 

Alongside the WPBA 
Masters was the Soaring Eagle 
Open IX featuring pro/amateur 
singles 9-Ball and 8-Ball tour- 
naments in both men and wom- 
en’s divisions, with 440 players. 

The Masters Champion 
finals were held all day Sunday, 
Feb. 8. with ESPN3 broad- 
casting live. Jasmin Ouschan 
from Klagenfurt, Austria and 
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The 2015 Women’s 
Professional Billiard 
Association (WPBA) 
Masters Event Champion 
Jasmin Ouschan gives 
her acceptance speech. 

Ga-young Kim from Seoul, 
South Korea went head to head 
in the final rounds. 

“It was an exciting final 
match with amazing shots from 
both players,” said Shannon 
Martin, Ziibiwing Center direc- 
tor and participant in the Feb. 
5 Pro-Am WPBA fundraiser. 
“Unfortunately, the reigning 
champion Ga-young Kim made 
more mistakes than Jasmine 
Ouschan. Ouschan capitalized 
on Kim’s mistakes to run-out 
the tables for the wins, which 
led her be victorious 
over Kim with the 
final results of 5:1 
and 5:3.” 

“I am so happy 
that I managed to 
win this tourna- 
ment,” Ouschan 
said, according to 
jasmine-ouschan. 
com. “The semi- 
final was tough 
because I could not 
play my best at all 
times but the final 
was amazing. I was 
totally in the zone 
and that felt really 
good. I had so 
much fun perform- 
ing like this. That 
victory gives me so 
much energy.” 


SECR Guest Service 
Performance Development 
Specialist Tim McCullough 
was onsite for the competition. 

“We had a great turnout this 
year for the WPBA tourna- 
ment; our guests always look 
forward to the women return- 
ing each and every year,” 
McCullough said. “This was 
one of those years you could 
feel the excitement build all 
weekend leading up to the 
final table watching Jasmin 
Ouschan come away with the 
win against a tough competi- 
tor in Ga-young Kim.” 

Along with McCullough, 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Council Member Julius Peters 
handed out the trophies to run- 
ner-up Kim and the 2015 WPBA 
Masters Champion, Ouschan. 

“One thing you can count 
on at our (WPBA) event is 
personal interaction with 
the players which is unique 
in any professional sport,” 
McCullough said. 

Several WPBA players 
said they enjoyed the SECR 
atmosphere. 

“The (competitors) talk 
about this being one of the 
events they look forward to 
all year long, not only for the 
great room they get to play 
in, but the casino and resorts 
amenities (spa, swimming 
pool, etc.), plus the amazing 
restaurants they get to choose 
from right here on the prop- 
erty,” McCullough said. “I 
know many of them booked 
appointments at our newly- 
remodeled spa and can’t say 
enough good things about the 
service.” 

According to WPBA.com, 
“there are nearly 300 player 
members participating at the 
professional and regional tour 
grass roots level who make 
up the Women’s Professional 
Billiard Association. 

Established in 1976 under 
‘Women's Billiard Alliance,’ 
this membership-owned orga- 
nization provides opportuni- 
ties for aspiring female play- 
ers to reach the pinnacle of 
the sport.” 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Ga-young Kim from Seoul, South 
Korea won second place in the 
WPBA Masters Event. 
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WPBA Masters Champion 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Jasmin Ouschan from Klagenfurt, Austria won 5:1 
and 5:3 against Ga-young Kim. 


“This tournament keeps tournament that the WPBA 
growing here at SECR, and brings to Mount Pleasant, 
it’s because the fans continue Mich, and for that, we thank 
to support the live action pool them,” McCullough said. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Tribal Council Member Julius Peters hands the WPBA 
Masters Event runner-up Ga-young Kim her trophy. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Tim McCullough and Julius Peters pose with 
champion Jasmin Ouschan. 


Aggressively Defending Your Rights... 

DWIGHT R. CARPENTER 

ATTORNEY 

Criminal Defense Only • Statewide 

Criminal Defense - All Courts 
Tribal Court - Defense 
Statewide Referrals for Civil Law Suits 

Over 1,500 Licenses Restored! 

FREE CONSULTATION 

Notary and Power of Attorney Services available 
Bi-weekly per cap assignments can be done in my office 

We have more Native American clients than any other 
attorney in the area because we care!! 

We now accept credit cards. 


989-386-4114 

2339 E. Ludington Dr. • Clare 




Your , 
HOME / 
for 

Mortgages! 


Contact ICCU to finance 
your dream house! 




ICCU A 

Isabella Community 
Credit Union 


989.773.5927 • ICCUonline.com 

2400 Isabella Rd • 102 E Broadway • 2100 E Remus • Mt Pleasant 
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Country artists Joe Nichols and Craig Morgan gave a crowd-pleasing performance 


NATALIE SH ATTUC K 

Editor 

American country music artists 
Joe Nichols and Craig Morgan 
each performed their greatest 
hits for the Jan. 20 Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort audience. 

As a veteran of the United 
States Army, Craig Morgan 
knows what country music is 
all about. Morgan served on 
active duty for nine and a half 
years as a member of the 101st 
and 82nd Airborne Divisions 
and remained in the reserves for 
another six and a half years. 


Morgan began his musical 
career in 2000. He has charted 
17 times on the Billboard coun- 
try charts. “That’s What I Love 
About Sunday” spent four 
weeks at the top of the charts 
and became the number one 
country hit of 2005. Six more 
of his singles have reached 
Billboard’s Top Ten includ- 
ing “Almost Home”, “Redneck 
Yacht Club”, “Little Bit of Life”, 
“International Harvester”, “Love 
Remembers” and “Bonfire”. 

One-by-one, Morgan intro- 
duced his band and each member 
performed a memorable solo. 


Fiddle player Jim Ed Hodges 
performed a solo of The Charlie 
Daniels Bands’ “The Devil Went 
Down To Georgia”, guitarist 
Seth Taylor took on Aerosmith’s 
“Walk This Way”, keyboard- 
ist B.J. Kyle and bassist Perry 
Richardson rocked energetic 
solos, acoustic guitarist Michael 
Rogers played “One More Last 
Chance”, a Vince Gill cover and 
Russ Whitman did a drum solo 
of the Super Mario Brothers 
theme song. 

Morgan performed his major 
hits and then some. He played 
drums with Whitman and per- 
formed “This Ole Boy”, a cover 
of The Eagles’ “Life In The Fast 
Lane”, his first big hit, “Almost 
Home” and Justin Timberlake’s 
“Drink You Away”. 

He announced he is in the pro- 
cess of working on a new record. 
The fans approved of that news. 

Since his 1996 debut, Joe 
Nichols has released eight 
studio albums. His albums 
have produced 14 Top 40 
singles on the Billboard 
Hot Country chart. Nichols 
began his show with the hit 
“Brokenheartsville”. 

Nichols performed numer- 
ous songs off his latest album 
“Crickets” (2013) including: 
“Hard To Be Cool”, “Gotta 
Love It”, “Y’ant to”, “Love 
Has a Way” , “Just Let Me 


Fall in Love with You”, 
“Yeah”, “Footlights” 
and “Hee Haw”. 

“I like the new album 
because there are differ- 
ent things on it instead of 
just hardcore country,” 
Nichols said. “I’ve also 
got some songs that are a 
little bit goofy like me.” 

“Impossible”, 

“One Woman Man”, 
“Smokes” and “Running 
Down a Dream” were 
also on the set list. 

“I wrote this next song 
after a bad break up,” 
Nichols said of “The 
Shape I’m In”. 

Nichols was bom and 
raised in Rogers, Ark. 

His father, Michael, 
worked as a tmcker and 
also played bass guitar in 
local country bands. 

“I grew up on traditional 
country,” Nichols said. “I started 
doing this song a couple years 
ago sarcastically then it became 
part of the show. So, how many 
country and rap fans do we have 
in the crowd tonight? Here’s the 
thing, you hear how fast I talk, I 
can’t pull (rap) off, so maybe I 
will just sing the thing.” 

Nichols and his band then 
played a country twang ver- 
sion of Sir Mix-A-Lot’s “Baby 
Got Back”. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Country singer Craig Morgan 
performs “Redneck Yacht 
Club”, his second single 
released from his 2005 album 

“My Kind of Livin’”. 

Before his recent hit, 
“Yeah”, the Recording Industry 
Association of America- 
certified Gold single, Nichols 
began the choms of Aloe 
Blacc’s “The Man”. 

The top 10 hit “Size Matters 
(Someday)” and his third num- 
ber one hit “Gimme That Girl” 
were also performed. 

His encore involved the 
highly anticipated number 
one singles “Tequila Makes 
Her Clothes Fall Off’ and 
“Sunny and 75”. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


American country artist Joe Nichols performs one of his 
number one singles “Brokenheartsville”, released in 2002. 


TRIBAL 

FOOD VENDORS 
WANTED 



OUTDOOR 

SUMMER 

CONCERT SERIES 


REQUIREMENTS: 


Vendor must be registered with the SCIT regulation and tax department. 

Vendor business owned by SCIT Tribal member. 

At least one Serve Safe certified worker present at vendor’s booth at all times. 

Vendor is responsible for all costs associated with obtaining Serve Safe certification. 
Vendor must obtain liability insurance prior to first Outdoor Concert. (June 25th 2015) 
Vendor must present the certificate of insurance to SCIT prior to start of each concert. 
Only 5 vendors will be allowed per show. 


SERVE SAFE CLASSES AVAILABLE. 


2 Serve Safe classes will be offered on April 12 & 13, 2015. 

8 hour class Sunday April 12, 2015 from 1:00PM - 9PM or Monday April 13, 2015 from 9AM - 5PM. 
$85.00 per person I Valid for 5 years, in all 50 states. 

Must have fully executed 2015 Outdoor Summer Concert Series contract. 

SIGN-UP DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY APRIL 1, 2015 


Sign up today! Contact Consuelo Gonzalez at 989.775.0096 or Raul Venegas at 989.775.5135 




Tribal 


Health 
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Mino Bimaadiziwin: Finding wellness and the way to the good life 


DAMIAN FI SHER 

Contributing Writer 

I’m weeks away from the 
National Physique Committee 
(NPC) Flint/Mid-Michigan 
bodybuilding show on April 
11, and my continuing chal- 
lenge is measuring progress 
toward my goal of being com- 
petitive in my bodybuilding 
division (Grandmasters: 50+) 
rather than just participating. 

Pre-contest preparation 
encompasses many aspects 
including exercise, diet, life- 
style and relationships to reach 
the physical balance and to 
achieve the visual esthetic nec- 
essary to be competitive and 
place well in bodybuilding. 

I like SMART goal set- 
ting (Specific, Measurable, 
Achievable, Realistic, Time- 
bound) because the hardest 
part of pre-contest preparation 
is changing lifestyle, diet and 
exercise from off-season habits 
to contest focus. 

“Cold turkey” change is 
an option, but, at my age, I’ve 



Courtesy of Damian Fisher 


Damian Fisher prepares 
for his bodybuilding 
competition at the 
Nimkee Fitness Center. 


found that gradually shifting 
gears is gentler on my body 
than making abrupt changes. 
Well thought out transitions are 
the best ways for me to initiate 
and sustain meaningful changes 
in lifestyle and achieve satisfac- 
tory outcomes. 

Progress toward my goal 
to be competitive can be eas- 
ily measured in terms of body 
fat percentage. The hard part 
is making enough change to 
actually be measurable. So I 
chose something new this sea- 
son to get from off season diet 
to contest diet. I tried a popular 


nutritional supplement com- 
pany’s “24-day challenge.” 
Gimmicky diets are not a sus- 
tainable way to lose weight and 
keep it off, but for my specific 
purpose, it was a perfect way 
to make that pre-contest diet 
transition because its intense 
focus on diet supplementation 
and monitoring was strict, but 
it was of a short duration. 

The regimen’s sharp focus 
changed the way I monitored 
my nutrition without chang- 
ing what I needed to eat to 
fuel my workouts and feed my 
muscle development. This is 
an important process step that 
most diets fail to fully explore 
and their proponents fail to 
educate as being an impor- 
tant step in any diet’s suc- 
cess. I didn’t radically change 
what I was eating, I radically 
changed the way I watched 
what I was eating. 

I really didn’t know what to 
expect of this 24-day challenge 
because my weight remained 
steady at around 200 lbs. 
However, my body fat percent- 
age dropped from 1 8 percent to 


14.5 percent and I didn’t lose 
any size in my chest, shoulders, 
arms or legs but lost inches off 
my abdomen! 

If I had relied on the bath- 
room scale alone I would have 
been very disappointed with 
the results after three weeks of 
work, but with the information 
from a before and after skin- 
fold body fat measurement 
test (done by the fitness pro- 
fessionals at Nimkee Fitness 
Center) I am highly energized 
and ready to fully engage in a 
more rigorous, but typical and 
sustainable, pre-contest diet. 

Pre-contest diet and exer- 
cise demand a precision that 
is easily measured through 
diligent monitoring. Anyone 
can practice that by keeping 
an exercise and nutritional 
journal. There are smartphone 
applications for this or you 
can do the paper and pencil 
method; I do both! 

Fitness is easily measured 
if you keep an exercise jour- 
nal. Anyone who has seen me 
working out knows that I write 
in my journal after every set. 


I record the exercise, repeti- 
tions, sets, and weight. I also 
record how I feel after every 
movement. I’ll say whether I 
felt strong and ready to move 
up in weight or if I felt tired 
and had to stop short of my 
desired performance. I’ll 
even comment on why I felt 
that way. 

A journal is a convenient 
way to measure progress and 
it’s been an important feature of 
my health for a long time. I have 
a record of when I could only do 
sit-ups on an exercise ball with 
my arms crossed and now I use 
a decline bench and two 50 lbs. 
dumbbells when do sit-ups! 

This is the way I practice 
good health, you may choose 
any way that makes you 
happy and moves you closer 
to your own goals; whatever 
they may be. I just say keep 
track and share your progress 
often because what you’ll 
learn is how to make informed 
choices that work for you. 
Make that choice and you will 
be on your way to wellness 
and the good life! 


Forget “the diet” and enjoy your food: March is National Nutrition Month 


SALLY VAN CISE 

Nutritionist 

So much emphasis seems to 
be placed on weight loss and 
supplements, counting calo- 
ries, and using “diet foods” 
and avoiding foods we love. 
In truth, “dieting” just doesn’t 
work, long term. 

Here is another article 
attesting to that fact. It is from 
the February 2015 issue of 
Environmental Nutrition, enti- 
tled “‘On and Off’ Diets May 
Not Work”, by Sharon Palmer, 
R.D.N., editor. 

What’s the best way to lose 
weight? That’s the question 
that spurs the $20 billion per 
year U.S. weight loss indus- 
try. Increasingly, research 
suggests that an array of 
popular weight loss diets can 
help you lose weight, but 


over the long term they may 
not be so effective. 

In a new study published 
in Circulation: Cardiovascular 
Quality and Outcomes 
(November 2014), Canadian 
researchers compared the 
results of randomized clini- 
cal trials on four popular 
diets: South Beach, Weight 
Watchers, Zone, and Atkins. 
They found that all four diets 
were moderately effective at 
decreasing weight in the short 
term, but weight loss was not 
sustained over the long term. 

In fact, when compared to 
usual care, Weight Watchers 
was the only plan that was 
consistently more effec- 
tive at reducing weight at the 
12-month mark, with an aver- 
age weight loss of 7.7 to 13.2 
pounds after one year. However, 
at two years, the weight lost 
was partially regained. 


It’s becoming clear that short- 
term diet solutions — that peo- 
ple go on and off — are not the 
answer to weight loss. Instead, 
adapting a long-term, sustain- 
able strategy that involves a 
lifelong shift in eating behav- 
iors, food choices, and physi- 
cal activity may be the most 
successful approach. Perhaps 
it’s time to replace our cur- 
rent notion of “dieting” with 
the more positive message: 
Healthy eating for life. 

The implications for all 
of us is to learn to include 
healthy foods daily, without 
believing we have to exclude 
foods we think of as “bad,” 
such as bacon, brownies, pizza 
or Fritos. Really! 

To the right are two reci- 
pes for nutrient-packed kale 
and broccoli, perked up with 
bacon! (If you do not care for 
bacon - just substitute any 


smoky and salty item such 
as Canadian bacon, ham, 
smoked turkey or a veggie- 
based substitute. You can add 


a bit of Liquid Smoke for 
more flavor if you like; also 
add one to two tablespoons 
of olive oil.) 



Lemony Bacon Kale 
Ingredients: 

• 1 bunch of kale, leaves tom off and tom into bite size pieces (roughly). 

• 4 strips of bacon 

• 1-2 T fresh squeezed lemon juice (bottled stuff is not so tasty). 

(aim for 2 T if you like really lemony like me) 

• good sprinkle of garlic powder, salt and pepper. 

Instructions: 

1. In a medium skillet, pan fry bacon until crispy, remove bacon, remove 
pan from heat 

2. Juice lemon with a lemon squeezer or by hand (watch for seeds!) right 
into pan, be sure to scrape up all browned bits from bacon 

3. Put pan back on heat, add kale and spices, stir kale to coat with bacon grease 

4. Put lid on pan and periodically stir kale until soft, about five minutes 

5. While kale is cooking chop bacon into bits, add directly into pan when 
kale is about done 

6. Enjoy! 


x 


Nimkee Fitness Center Group Exercise Schedule March 2015 


Time 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

8 a.m. 

*Aqua Fit 
Sharon 


*Aqua Fit 
Sharon 


*Aqua Fit 
Sharon 

* Location Change: Aqua Fit will now be held at the Soaring Eagle Waterpark and Hotel 

12:10 p.m. 

Turbo Kick 
Jayme 

Suspension 

Training 

Jayme 

Boot Camp 
Jaden 

Fat Blast 

Jayme 

CrossFitness 

Jaden 

1:10 p.m. 



Turbo Kick 
Jayme 


Turbo Kick 
Jayme 

5:10 p.m. 

Fat Blast 

Jayme 

Kick & Step 

Jeni 




5:30 p.m. 



Belly Dance 
Deanna 




Bacon Broccoli 

Ingredients: 

• 1 bundle of broccoli crowns, cut into smaller florets 
(or buy bag of pre-cut broccoli florets) 

• 3-4 slices of bacon, sliced into 1/2" pieces 

• 2 Tablespoons raw pine nuts (or walnuts as pine nuts are pricey) 

• 1 teaspoon garlic salt 

• 2 Tablespoons olive oil 

• Pepper & shredded or grated parmesan for seasoning at the end (optional) 






Instructions: 

1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees. 

2. Line a large baking sheet with foil for easy clean up. 

3. In a bowl combine broccoli florets, pine nuts, and bacon pieces, adding 
in garlic salt evenly. Pour olive oil over everything and combine with 
hands to make sure all of the broccoli gets some olive oil. 

4. Place broccoli mixture onto baking sheet and spread out evenly as the 
bacon will have a tendency to stick together. 

5. Bake for 40 minutes until broccoli looks roasted and bacon is cooked 
crispy, removing broccoli from oven to stir and flip every 10 minutes 
(or else you will burn the dish). 

6. Season with optional pepper and a dash of freshly-grated parmesan. 
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Energy drink dangers discussed during Jan. 28 presentation 


NATA LIE SH ATTUCK 

Editor 

After a night of restless sleep, 
many people turn to energy drinks 
for that extra boost, unaware of 
the countless dangers those bev- 
erages bring. Diabetes Educator 
Tamara House, R.N., of the 
Nimkee Wellness Center, dis- 
cussed these hazards during a Jan. 
28 dinner and presentation in the 
Eagle’s Nest Tribal Gym. 

House said the high levels 
of sugar in energy drinks cause 
“obesity, cavities and high 
blood sugar.” 

“Native Americans seem to 
be at higher risk of diabetes,” 

Nimkee offers 

JOSEPH V. SOWMIC K 

Photojournalist 

As families come closer to filing 
their taxes before the April 15 
deadline, the Nimkee Memorial 
Wellness Center, the At-Large 
Program and the Benefits 
Department have received a 
lot of phone calls regarding the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
“Indian Exemption”. 

Executive Health Director 
Karmen Fox, M.S.A., is aware 
of the Act and the documenta- 
tion that is being requested to 
be eligible. 

“If you are a Native American 


House said. “Diabetes is present 
within 28 percent of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe commu- 
nity, whereas it is in four percent 
of the general population.” 

The Food and Drug 
Administration requires caffeine 
warnings on energy drinks. 

“It’s not a medication, it’s a 
drink that contains a warning 
label,” House said. “That, right 
there, is a concern.” 

House said there are “many 
health risks due to caffeine 
intoxication including; irregu- 
lar or rapid heartbeat, stomach 
problems, anxiety or panic, 
restlessness, nervousness, 
rush, jolt and crash episodes, 


headaches, problems sleeping, 
seizures and even death.” 

“There are many ways to natu- 
rally boost energy,” House said. 
“Ideas include daily vegetables 
and other whole foods, regular 
exercise, sleep, hydration and 
stress management.” 

Angela Peters, SCIT mem- 
ber and director of Anishinaabe 
Language Revitalization 

Department, shared alterna- 
tives on how to hydrate in a 
healthy way. 

Peters said water is a natural 
energizer. She suggested drink- 
ing water infused with cucumber, 
lemon, lime, watermelon, mint 
leaves or maple syrup. 


“Watermelon helps the body 
flush out toxins,” Peters said. 
“Mint leaves are a nice, refreshing 
flavor to add to your drink. . . It can 
also help you digest more effec- 
tively... Mint also helps relax 
cramped up stomach muscles.” 

After her heart attack, Peters 
began using maple syrup to 
replace imitation sweeteners. She 
suggests mixing a tablespoon of 
real maple syrup in a 12-20 ounce 
bottle of water. 

“You can also use maple 
syrup in coffee or tea to replace 
artificial and other sweeteners,” 
Peters said. 

The presentation was a sup- 
porting event of the Ziibiwing 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Diabetes Educator Tamara 
House, R.N., of the Nimkee 
Wellness Center, discussed 
energy drink dangers. 

Center’s “Healing Through 
Culture and Art Shawl Collection” 
exhibit co-sponsored by the 
Youth LEAD Department and the 
Nimkee Center. 


clarification on Affordable Care Act “Indian Exemption” 


and enrolled with a federally- 
recognized Tribe like SCIT, as 
long as you have your Tribal 
ID or paperwork, that is con- 
sidered your “proof of member- 
ship” and you don’t need a let- 
ter from Nimkee Clinic, a tribal 
health clinic, or Indian Health 
Service (IHS) facility,” Fox said. 
“However, if you are a descendant 
and receive services from Nimkee 
Clinic, our administrative staff 
can assist and provide you with a 
letter for your documentation.” 

Fox said if a Native patient 
receives services from another 
tribal health clinic or IHS facil- 
ity, they should contact them 


directly and ask them to pro- 
vide the patient with a letter or 
requested documentation. 

At-Large Program Supervisor 
Craig Graveratte informs all SCIT 
Members have BCBS Insurance 
and/or use Nimkee Clinic, so they 
are covered and there is no need to 
file for the exemption. 

“If the SCIT Member has 
someone living in their house- 
hold that they claim on their 
taxes that do not have insur- 
ance and they receive care at 
an IHS facility then the exemp- 
tion should be filed,” Graveratte 
said. “So the short answer is, 
if you have insurance or are a 


member of a federally-recog- 
nized Tribe, you do not have to 
file the exemption at this time.” 

Under the Act, every American 
must have health care coverage, 
but there are special exemptions 
that exist for Alaska Native and 
American Indian people. Alaska 
Native and American Indian peo- 
ple are exempt from the require- 
ment to purchase insurance if they 
can show evidence of: 

• Enrollment in a federally- 
recognized Tribe; 

• Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act shareholder status 
(village or regional), or; 

• Eligibility to receive 


services from a tribal health 
clinic or IHS Facility. 

Previously, only members of 
federally-recognized tribes and 
shareholders of ANCSA corpo- 
rations had the option to apply 
for the Indian Exemption when 
filing their taxes. 

A recent announcement from 
the federal government allows 
descendants, people with a 
Certificate of Indian Blood and / 
or those who are eligible for ser- 
vices through a Tribal health care 
provider will now be able to claim 
the Indian Exemption when filing 
their taxes ( http://anthctoday.org/ 
aca/index. html#section3). 


Colorectal cancer awareness: A screening can save your life 


JENNA W ILCOX 

Women's Health Coordinator 

Did you know that by wearing 
blue you are showing support 
for colorectal cancer aware- 
ness? March is National Colon 
Cancer Awareness Month and the 
“National Dress in Blue Day” is 
Friday, March 6, 2015. 

Colorectal cancer is a term 
used for cancer that starts in the 
colon or the rectum. According 
to the American Cancer Society, 
there are many risk factors that 
can contribute to someone’s 
chances of developing colorectal 
cancer, including being 50 years 
of age and older, personal history 


of colorectal polyps, inflamma- 
tory bowel disease, family history 
of colorectal cancer or polyps, 
racial and ethnic background, his- 
tory of type 2 diabetes and life- 
style related factors such as diet, 
weight, exercise, smoking and 
heavy alcohol use. 

Common signs and symptoms 
may include: Change in bowel 
habits, rectal bleeding or blood in 
your stool, persistent abdominal 
discomfort, nausea and vomiting, 
and unexplained weight loss. No 
noticeable symptoms may occur 
in some cases which is why you 
should start getting screened for 
colorectal cancer starting at the age 
50 or sooner if you are at higher 


risk. It is also recommended to 
maintain a healthy weight, adopt 
a physically active lifestyle and 
diet, and avoid or limit alcohol 
and tobacco products. 

As your medical home pro- 
viders at the Nimkee Memorial 
Wellness Center, we truly care 
about your overall health and 
wellbeing. We strongly suggest 
and recommend that you have 
your annual screenings with 
your primary care provider. For 
all Nimkee eligible patients: 
To schedule your annual men’s 
health or women’s health screen- 
ing please contact your primary 
care nurse at the clinic. 

Help us by wearing blue on 


Friday, March 6, 2015 to bring 
awareness to colorectal cancer 
and show support to those who 
have survived, those who have 
passed on and those who are 


fighting the battle currently. 

More information about 
colorectal cancer can be found at 
the American Cancer Society’s 
webpage at www.cancer.org. 


MlGIZI 


Positions Now Available! 


Apply today at 

www.migiziedc.com 


Need a Lawyer to Protect Your Rights? 


Assaults I Drug Charges I Negligent Homicide I Sex Charges I Fraud 
Embezzlement I Theft I Breaking & Entering I Murder Charges 
Domestic Violence I Drunk Driving I Juvenile Offenses 


* Former Prosecutor for Isabella County for 12 years 

* Past President of Prosecuting Attorney Association of Michigan 

* Obtained “Not Guilty” verdicts in Homicide, Sexual Assault 
and Drunk Driving Cases 

* Mt. Pleasant Buyer’s Guide/Morning Sun and CM Life 
Newspaper awarded “People’s Choice Award” 

* Voted #1 “Best Attorney” for the last 13 years in a row! 




Joseph T. Barberi, P.C. Attorneys at Law 


989.773.3423 or 800.336.3523 

2305 Hawthorn Dr, Suite C, Mt. Pleasant 

www.josephbarberi.com 



Are you a Tribal 
Member interested in 
being a Fireworks 
Vendor this season? 

Migizi EDC is accepting 
bids for land leases for the 
2015 Fireworks season. 

Bids are due by 
March 31 at 5:00pm. 








Elders 
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The grief cycle: Learning to empathize with those affected 


FELEC I A MCCRAY 

BSW Intern 

Grief is a natural healing pro- 
cess that everyone experienced at 
some point in their life. It not only 
is a way of responding to death 
or sickness, it can be applied 
to a change in lifestyle; getting 
a new boss or moving to a new 
city. Unfortunately, many of us do 
not fully understand this process 
or the importance it plays in our 
lives and the lives of others. 

One of the main misunder- 
standings people have about 
those who are grieving is that 
one day they will “just get over 
it.” Many of us can empathize 
with an individual who has just 
suffered a loss. The problem 
then becomes still understand- 
ing grief when it is years after a 
person’s death and those closest 
to them are still having trouble 


coping. What we tend to ignore 
is that grief looks different for 
each and every individual and it 
should be treated as such. 

Elizabeth Kubler-Ross in her 
book, “On Death and Dying”, 
identified five stages of grief. 

The following are some of 
the most common feelings and 
emotions experienced in each. 

It is normal to feel any or all 
of these things because grief is 
a natural body process of the 
body. It should be noted that 
an individual can feel effects 
of multiple stages at once. 

Stage 1: Denial 

• Avoidance, isolation, shock 
and numbness. 

Stage 2: Anger 

•Outbursts at small things, 
angry for trivial reasons, 
headaches. 


Save the Date: Spring Fling 

Unfortunately, due to poor weather conditions, the Elder Services 
program canceled and rescheduled the Elder Valentine's Day Party. 

Save the date for April 11, 2015 from 6 to 11 p.m. for the 
rescheduled Valentine’s Day event “Spring Fling.” Music, 
games, photos, prizes, dancing, treats and more are planned. 


MARCH 2015 

Tribal Elder Birthdays 


1 James Schneider 


2 Randall Jackson, Bernardino 
Perez Jr. , J anice Hill, 

Arthur Miller Jr. 

3 Angela Bennett, Winona 
Hancock, David Joseph, 
Susan Pretzer 

4 Elizabeth Cabay, James 
Gingerich, Phillip Nelson, 
Barbara Walraven 

5 Nancy Henry, Gerald Slater, 
Kenneth Vasquez, Wanda 
Brodie, Terry Cummings, 
Herbert Robinson Sr., 
Clifford Saboo Jr. 

6 Jessie Glover, JD Snowden, 
Diane Morley, 

William Burnham 

7 Daniel Cloutier 

8 Timothy Stevens, Martha 
Van Nuck, Lorraine Walker 

9 George Sprague, Marsha 
Gibson, Theodore Kowalski, 
Robert Stanton, 

Russell Stevens 

1 1 Jolene Quinlan, Clifton 

Chippewa II, Robert Neilson, 
Bernadette Reyes, Stephen 
Walraven, Darwin Ziehmer 


1 5 Arthur Henry Jr. , 

Coy McCollum 

1 7 Merton Flory, 

Joseph Kowalski 

1 8 Marion W illiams, Thomas 
Bates, Rhonda Dutton, 
Wanda Wallace 

1 9 Rita Redman, Janice Roach 

20 Etta Ayling, 

Oliver Leaureaux Sr., 
Lawrence Verga Sr. 

2 1 Marlene Jackson, 

Elaine Kraska 

22 Kim Ambs, Kim Aasved, 
Paige Vanderlooven 

23 Lisa Zangara 

24 Larry Bearden, 

Joyce Sandell 

25 Naomi Staggs, 

Joseph Chamberlain, 

Stella Falsetta, 

Constance Pallett 

26 Timothy Bennett, 

Clifford Chamberlain 

27 Rex Alma, John Miller Sr. 

28 Thelma Henry- Shipman, 
Dawn Hunt, Kelly Huyser 


1 2 Lorna Kahgegab Call, 

Julia Wixson 

29 

Brian Wray, Steven Moore, 
Craig Waynee 

1 3 Bernadine Gross, 

30 

Janet Barnhart, 

Sherry Bame 


Esther Chatfield 

1 4 Debra Vidana, Linda Davis, 

31 

John Rhodes, 

Patrick Otto Sr., Barbara Roy 


Michele Stanley 


Stage 3: Bargaining 

•Regret, second-guess medi- 
cal/professional advice, turn 
towards religion/spirituality. 

Stage 4: Depression 

•Fatigue, insomnia, crying 
spells, self-pity, appetite 
loss, lack of energy and 
concentration. 

Stage 5: Acceptance 

• Calm, withdrawal 

Reaching the fifth stage does 
not mean that we have simply 
moved on without ever look- 
ing back. We must recognize 
that things will never return to 
the way they were. For that rea- 
son, we leam to operate in a 


“new normal.” It is important 
to remember that grief is not a 
mathematical equation that fits 
everyone the same. Some stages 
are never reached by some, while 
others spend years in just one. 
The best thing we can do for 
someone in the grieving process 
is show empathy, not sympathy. 

Dr. Brene Brown shares the 
difference between sympathy 
and empathy very well. 

If we imagine a person falling 
into a pit there are multiple ways 
to address them. Sympathy can 
be described as looking down 
on the person and giving surface 
level feedback. They commonly 
start sentences with “at least.” 

On the other hand, empathy 
could be described as climbing 


down into the pit with the per- 
son. Now that the two are on 
the same level, the person can 
get to know what pushed them 
into such a dark place. They 
may even know a way out. It is 
okay to not have the answers. 
In fact, response rarely makes 
something better. What makes 
something better is connection. 
Sometimes the person who is 
feeling down just wants some- 
one to hear them out. Be that 
person to climb down and just 
sit with them for a while. 

Sources: Elizabeth Kubler 
Ross , On Death and Dying 
(Ross, 1969). The Power of 
Empathy [video] , 2013; Dealing 
with Death and Grief 2014 


Andahwod Elders Super Bowl raffle 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

At the Jan. 28 Elders Breakfast, 
Tribal Member Dan McCreery 
was the lucky winner of the 
Elders “Super Bowl” Raffle... a 
50-inch Vizio LED Smart HDTV. 
His mom, Elders Advisory Board 
Member Carole Tally, sold him 
the grand prize ticket. His brother, 
Michael McCreery, said Dan had 
his new TV set up on Feb. 1 just 
in time to have a bunch of people 
over to watch the New England 
Patriots beat the Seattle Seahawks 
28-24 in Super Bowl XLIX. 

Tribal Elder and Andahwod 
resident Guy Fallis won the $200 
cash prize and Anishinabe Nini 
Brian Corbiere won the third 
prize of $100 cash. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Tribal Council Member Chip Neyome (left) joins lucky 
winner Dan McCreery and Tribal Police Captain Jim 
Cates as they hold the grand prize. 


“A big miigwetch goes out 
to all the individuals who pur- 
chased tickets and this will 
help us fund Elder Activities 
for FY2015 and other upcom- 
ing events,” Andahwod Senior 


Assisted Living Administrator 
Gayle Ruhl said. “We will have 
to get together as a committee to 
plan our next contest but we sure 
do appreciate the community 
support of our Elders program.” 



Elders Advisory Board Vacancy 

Interested elders must meet the following eligibility requirements: 

• 50 years and older • Advocate for Tribal Elders • District One 

• SCIT member • Attend meetings regularly 

If you meet these requirements and would like to be a part of the EAB please 
submit a letter of interest with your name, address and phone number to: 

Andahwod CCC & ES 
2910 S. Leaton Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 . 


Deadline: 

March 31, 2015 


For more information, please call: 989-775-4300 
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Euchre 

Tuesdays/Thursdays at 6 p.m. | Contact: 989-775-4300 

Jewelry with Kay 

March 3 I Contact: 989-775-4300 

St. Patrick's Craft 

March 4 at 1:30 p.m. I Contact: 989-775-4300 

Language Bingo 

March 5 at 1 p.m. | Contact: 989-775-4307 

Elders Breakfast 

March 11 & 25 from 9- 10 a.m. | Contact: 989-775-4300 
• All SCIT Tribal Member Elders from all districts can 
enjoy a free breakfast 

Bingo with Friends 

March 18 at 1 p.m. I Contact: 989-775-4307 


Audio Book Club 

Mondays at 4 p.m. | Contact: 989-775-4300 

Exercise 

Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. | Contact: 989-775-4300 

Crafts with Elisa 

Tuesdays at 1 p.m. | Contact: 989-775-4300 

Therapy Dogs with Margo 

Wednesdays at 1 p.m. | Contact: 989-775-4300 

Knitting 

Thursdays at 1 p.m. | Contact: 989-775-4300 

Movie in CGA 

Thursdays at 6 p.m. | Contact: 989-775-4300 
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THURSDAYS IN MARCH 
5PM-9PM 

Why fill out brackets if you want big, cash prizes? 
Every Thursday, from 5PM to 9PM, we're giving 
away $250... $5, 000... up to $10,000 every hour! 

PLAYERS CLUB MEMBERS WHO EARN 200 POINTS 
ON SATURDAYS EARN 5X THE ENTRIES! 

Saganing 
Eagles Landing 

Casino’ 

Standish, Ml • 1 .888.7.EAGLE.7 • Saganing-EaglesLanding.com 4^ <*> Id 


WIN A CADILLAC THIS MARCH! 


7PM-10PM I SATURDAYS 

5 HOURLY WINNERS RECEIVE-, 

• $500 Cash 

• $1,250 Premium Play 

• Plus 1,000 bonus entries into our 
end -of- the- month Cadillac drawing 

1 WINNER ON MARCH 28 AT 10:30PM 
WILL WIN A CADILLAC! 


ncr~ , » 


Mt. Pleasant, Ml • 1 .877.2.EAGLE.2 • SoaringEagleCasino.com ^ 0 


17 $ l * 

^ 1% 


*Must be a Players Club member to participate. Receive one entry for every 200 points earned beginning March 1. Promotion ends on March 28. 
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Parenting Classes 

March 2, 9, 1 6, 23, 30 | 3 - 5 p.m. 

• Location: Nimkee Public Health Kitchen 

• To Register: 989-775-4616 

• "Becoming a Love and Logic Parent" 

• For parents of children ages six and older 

Men's Meeting 

March 5, 12, 19, 26 | 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

• Location: Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

• Contact: 989-775-2370 ext. 214 

• Open communication, talking circle 

• Food will be provided 

• For adults and young men (6th grade and older) 

Youth LEAD Luau 

March 6 | 6-8 p.m. 

• Location: Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

• Contact: 989-775-4506 

• Food, games and giveaways 

• Hula hoop and hula dance contests 

Women to Women Group 

March 6 1 12-3 p.m. 

• Location: Nimkee Public Health Kitchen 

• Please RVSP: 989-775-4654 

• Lunch provided 

Youth LEAD Snow Snake Trip 

March 7 1 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

• Location: Snow Snake Mountain, Harrison, Mich. 

• Contact: 989-775-4506 

Fitness Support Group 

February 1 1 , 25 1 12 - 1 p.m. 

• Location: Nimkee Public Health Kitchen 

• Contact: 989-775-4780 


Women's Support Group 

March 17 | 5:30- 7p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4896 

Family Spirit Support Group 

March 1 8 1 10 cun. - 12 p.m. 

• Location: Nimkee Public Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4616 

Spring Feast 

March 1 8 | 5:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

• Location: 7th Generation 

• Contact: 989-775-4780 

Housing Financial Workshop 

March 1 9 1 12 p.m. 

• Location: Housing Conference Room 

• Contact: 989-775-4552 

Youth LEAD Paintball Trip 

March 28 1 11 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

• Location: Lone Wolf Paintball in Clinton, Mich. 

• To register: 989-775-4121 

• Limited tickets available 

• Ages 10 and older, children 17 and under must have a 
signed waiver form and be accompanied by an adult. 

• All equipment included, along with 500 paintballs and 
two hours of play time on the field. 

Youth LEAD Detroit Pistons Trip 

April 4 | Time: TBA 

• Location: Auburn Hills, Mich. 

• To register: 989-775-4505 

• Limited tickets available, no hold on tickets 

• Food and beverage voucher included 

• Tribal Members only 


Girls Youth Group 

March 4,11,18,25 | 5 -6p.m. 

• Location: Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

• Contact: 989-775-4021 

At-Large Meet & Greet 

March 1 5 1 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

• Location: SCA 

• Contact: 989-775-4949 


Coffee 

with the 

Captain 

March 14, 2015 • 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

In the Tribal Operations Seniors Room 

This will be a time for anyone who has any of questions, 
comments or concerns to speak with either Captain 
Cates or other Tribal police officers so they can be heard. 
This is an informal setting for everyone to come and 
meet Captain Cates and have a place to talk with him. 
Coffee and donuts will be provided. 

For more information: 989-775-4700 


Talking 

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 

Circle 

Andahwod Maple Room 

For more information contact: Kim 989.289.3088, Roger 989.944.1937 



®: TRIBAL COMMUNITY CALENDAR I MARCH 2015 > 


MONDAY TUFSDAY WFDNFSDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT./SIIN. 


2 

Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

3 

Ogitchedaw Meeting 

Seniors Room 6 p.m. 

Grandmother Moon 

4 

Open Gym 

Tribal Gym 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Traditional Teachings 

Saganing 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

5 

Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Bear Hide Bundle Making 

B. Health | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

jb : 

AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge 7 p.m. 

7 

Talking Circle 

Andahwod 10 a.m. 

Traditional Healers 

7th Generation | 989-775-4787 

B. Health 7 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Traditional Healers 

7th Generation 989-775-4787 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference 1 p.m. 

1/8 

New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

9 

Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

10 

Donnie Dowd - Sweath Lodge 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 10 p.m 

11 • 

Open Gym 

Tribal Gym 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

12 

Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

13 J 

AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge 7 p.m. 

14 Talking Circle 

Andahwod 10 a.m. 

Girls Basketball Game 

Tribal Gym 1 p.m. 



Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Donnie Dowd - Healing 

B. Health 10 a.m. - 4 p.m 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference 1 p.m. 

15 

New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

16 

Tribal Observer 

Deadline 3 p.m. 

Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

17 

Saganing Bingo with Friends 

Saganing 10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m 

18 

Education Advisory Board 

Meeting 9 a.m. 

Open Gym 

Tribal Gym 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

19 

Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

20 • 

AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge 7 p.m. 

21 

Talking Circle 

Andahwod 10 a.m. 


New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference 1 p.m. 

22 

New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

23 

Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

24 

25 • 

Open Gym 

Tribal Gym 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

26 

Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

SCA Reading Activity Night 

SCA 5 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

27 • 

AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference 1 p.m. 

Baby Moccasin Class 

Nimkee Public Health 2 p.m. 

28 Talking Circle 

Andahwod 10 a.m. 

29 

New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

30 






Women’s Traditions Group 

Gamblers Anonymous (GA) Meetings 

Narcotics Anonymous Meetings 

• SECR Payroll 

B. Health 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

12-step program for people that have a gambling problem. 

Mondays & Thursdays 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Mount Pleasant Lirst United Methodist Church 

400 S. Main St. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

* Tuesdays: 6 p.m., Wesley Foundation at CMU 

• 1400 S. Washington St., Mount Pleasant 

f Thursdays: 6:30 p.m., First Methodist Church 

IT 400 S. Main St., Mount Pleasant 

L Saturdays: 7 p.m., Mount Pleasant Alano Club 

If 1201 N. Fancher Rd., Mount Pleasant 

SCIT Per Capita 

• SCIT Payroll 

• Waste Collection* 

*Bins must be curbside by 6:30 a.m. 


Tribal Departments: Our primary source for information is the Shared Network Community Calendar. You may access the Community Calendar by going onto the Shared-Drive 
and clicking on the Tribal Community Calendar. This is a very useful tool that we suggest everyone explore. Start by creating a shortcut, then adding an event, enjoy! 
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Observer Classifieds 


Tribal Observer Classifieds 

To place your ad, call the Tribal Observer at 989-775-4010, Email: observer@sagchip.org, visit our office in Tribal 
Operations or mail to Tribal Observer, Attn.: Classified, 7070 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. Please have all 
submissions and payment in by deadline. Classified rates are $10 for 15 words or less, and 75 cents per additional 
word. Any thumbnail image costs an additional $15. Apply to job postings online at www.sagchip.org 


100 Employment 
105 Lost and Found 
110 For Rent 
115 For Sale 
120 Announcements 


125 Miigwetch 
130 Services 
135 Events 
140 Giveaways 
145 Miscellaneous 


100 Employment 


Tribal 

Operations 


Social Services 
Supervisor 

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in social work or related 
field required. Master’s degree 
preferred. Four years experi- 
ence in a human services set- 
ting and one-year supervisory 
experience. Must have knowl- 
edge of applicable Tribal and 
federal law as they pertain to 
Tribal children and families. 

Leadership Apprentice 

Only SCIT members may 
apply. Must have satisfacto- 
rily completed 12 credit hours. 
Must provide documentation 
of acceptance at an accredited 
college/university in Michigan. 
Must currently have a cumu- 
lative 2.5 grade point aver- 
age. Must submit an official 
transcript and class schedule 
during recruitment process. 
Must be a full-time college 
student. Applicants must sub- 
mit a declared degree audit 
during recruitment process. 

Bus Driver - Part Time 

Open to the public. Must 
have high school diploma or 
equivalent. Must meet the 
minimum requirements for a 


school bus driver as defined 
by the State of Michigan; 
Must be at least 21 years old. 

Native American 
Applicant Pool 

All Native Americans who meet 
the minimum qualifications. For 
employment and training oppor- 
tunities, the following criteria 
will be utilized where applica- 
ble: A member of SCIT. Direct 
descendants of members of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
of Michigan. All others who are 
members of federally-recog- 
nized Tribes, indigenous to the 
United States or an indigenous 
aboriginal Tribe of Canada. 

Resident Care Manager 

Open to the public. Must be 
a licensed registered nurse 
(BSN preferred), with at least 
one year of long term care ex- 
perience. One year of super- 
visory experience in a long 
term care setting preferred. 
Knowledge of and/or willing- 
ness to leam about and under- 
stand the Tribal community 
and outside systems is required. 

Secondary Language 
Immersion Specialist 

Open to the public. Must pos- 
sess required specialized unique 
skills include demonstrated 
fluency and knowledge of An- 
ishinabe language acquisition, 
a clear understanding of im- 
mersion philosophy and two 


years experience teaching An- 
ishinabemowin with children 
in a school setting or commu- 
nity setting. Must have a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 

Elementary Teacher 

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in education. Must pos- 
sess a valid State of Michigan 
Teaching Certification. Prefer 
minimum of two years teaching 
experience and working experi- 
ence with Native Americans. 

Investment Manager 

Open to the public. CPA or 
Masters degree in finance or 
accounting with four years 
experience in cash manage- 
ment and investing. Must have 
excellent computer experience 
using a variety of software 
packages, investment software 
packages. Must possess strong 
analytical skills, inter-personal 
skills and communication skills. 

Journeyman Lineman 
Manager 

Open to the public. Must have a 
high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Candidate must have a Jour- 
neyman License with lineman 
experience or must have com- 
pleted the journeyman exami- 
nation requirements as adminis- 
tered by an accredited Lineman 
Apprenticeship Training pro- 
gram or five years three phase 
high voltage experience with 
appropriate electrical license. 
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Applications Support 
Specialist I 

Only members of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe and/or 
current employees who work 
in the IT department may apply. 
Two plus years IT applications/ 
software experience or four year 
IT related degree and one year IT 
related experience or four year 
IT related degree and one year 
gaming/hospitality experience 

Support Services 
Technician II 

Open to the public. Must have 
three plus years IT help desk ex- 
perience or four year IT related 
degree and one year IT related 
experience. Provide Level II 
help desk and field support. 

Water Operator Intern 

Only members of the Sagi- 
naw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
may apply. Must be at least 1 8 
years of age. Must have a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Training in hydraulics, physics, 
biology, science or related field 
will help in learning this field 


Casino 


Director Cage & Count 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 18 years of age. Educa- 
tion experience must include 
a bachelor's degree or above 
in business or accounting and 
five years of casino cage and 
count managerial experience. 
Must have the ability to deal 
effectively and interact well 
with customers and associates. 
Computer experience and good 
organizational skills are neces- 
sary As a 24/7 operation, this 
position is expected to work 
a variety of shifts to main- 
tain effective communication. 

Steward 

Open to the public. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or GED. Must be at least 18 
years of age. Exceptional 
people skills, high level of en- 
thusiasm and professionalism. 

Lead Cook 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Two years of restaurant cook- 
ing experience with increas- 
ing levels of responsibility. 


Formal education in the form 
of a culinary degree from an 
American Culinary Federa- 
tion accredited school may be 
accepted to satisfy part of the 
work experience requirement. 

Host/Hostess 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 1 8 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Needs to be 
able to deal with the public 
under stressful situations, 
be a team player, work flex- 
ible hours including weekends, 
holidays and graveyard shifts. 

Massage Therapist 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 1 8 years or older upon 
employment. High school di- 
ploma or equivalent required. 
Must have a valid Michi- 
gan massage certification. A 
total of 600 hours required 
for Massage certification. 

Housekeeping Manager 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age and 
have a minimum of two years 
housekeeping supervisory 
experience in either hospital- 
ity or casino field. Must be 
computer literate and capable 
of using various software ap- 
plications including Excel. 

Journeyman Electrician 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 
Must have and maintain a State 
of Michigan Journeyman Elec- 
trician license. Must have at 
least six years experience in the 
electrical trade including com- 
pletion of an apprenticeship. 

Kitchen Equipment 
Worker 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have a 
high school diploma.Must have 
three years experience in com- 
mercial food equipment repair. 
Universal certification and/or 
within 30 days after employed. 

Line Cook 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age with a 
high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. One year of restaurant 
cooking experience with in- 
creasing levels of responsibil- 
ity, communication and team- 
work skills. Or six months of 
SECR internal culinary training. 


Accounting Manager 

Open to the public. Bachelor's 
degree in accounting or busi- 
ness with accounting minor, or 
MBA in accounting. Five to six 
years experience in the gaming 
industry. Must have extensive 
experience in accounting soft- 
ware systems. Strong working 
knowledge of GAAP principals 
related to the resort industry. 

Saganing Inventory 
Control Warehouser 

Open to the public. High school 
diploma or equivalent. Must 
be able to obtain and maintain 
a tribal driver’s license. Re- 
quires a chauffeur’s license. 
Food identification/receiving 
experience (one to three years). 

Bartender 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 18 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Native American preferred. 

Inventory 

Control Warehouser 

Open to the public. High school 
diploma or equivalent. Must 
be able to obtain and main- 
tain a tribal driver’s an Indus- 
trial Truck Operator Permit. 
One to three years experience 
in receiving or warehousing. 

Valet Parking Attendant 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or GED. Must have a valid 
Michigan Drivers License and 
must be able to obtain and 
maintain a Tribal Drivers Li- 
cense and qualify for cover- 
age by our insurance carrier. 

Transit Driver Part-Time 

Open to the public. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 
Must be at least 21 years of age. 
Must have a valid Michigan 
Driver’s License and must be 
able to obtain and maintain a 
Tribal Drivers License and qual- 
ify for coverage by our insur- 
ance carrier. Must have a valid 
CDL with passenger endorse- 
ments or a Chauffer’s License. 
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Fox Home Builders 

All types of home improve- 
ments. Kitchen and bath re- 
modeling, additions. Experi- 
enced and local. 989-773-4665. 


Summons and Complaint Notices 


SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT IN THE MATTER OF CHELSEA BENNETT: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Rd Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 989-775-4800 
Summons and Complaint Case No. 14-0-0647 Plaintiff: Gateway Financial Solutions P.O. Box 
3257 Saginaw, MI 48605 989-791-2505 Plaintiff’s Attorney: Schisler Law, Scott Schisler P48832 
P.O. Box 3257 Saginaw, MI 48605 989-791-2505 vs. Defendant: Chelsea Bennett 2730 Ivy Lane 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 Notice of Defendant: 1. You are being sued. 2. You have 21 days after 
receiving this summons to file an answer with the court and to serve a copy on the other party or to 
take other lawful action. Please note that if you were served by certified mail or served outside of 
the reservation land you have 28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or 
take other action within the time allowed may result in a default judgment being entered against you 
for the relief requested in plaintiff’s complaint. This summons expires June 22, 2015. 


SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT IN THE MATTER OF CHAD ADKISSON: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 989-775- 
4800 Summons and Complaint no. 14-0-0740 Plaintiff: McLaren Flint McLaren Regional 
Medical Center, Plaintiff’s Attorney: Peter S. Shek (P32749) 803 N. Michigan Ave. Saginaw, 
MI 48602 vs. Defendant: Chad Adkisson 222 Highfield Flint, MI 48504 Notice to defendant: 
1 . You are being sued. 2. You have 21 days after receiving this summons to file an answer with 
the court and to serve a copy on the other party or take other lawful action. Please note that if 
you were served by certified mail or served outside of the reservation land you have 28 days to 
answer complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or take other action within the time allowed may 
result in a default Judgment being entered against you for the relief requested in Plaintiff’s 
complaint. This summons expires on April 15, 2015. 
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Youth LEAD families find a fabulous feast of “Frozen” fun in Frankenmuth 


JOSEPH V. SOW MICK 

Photojournalist 

On Jan. 31, the thermometer 
read 35 degrees, but inside the 
Frankenmuth Bavarian Inn, 
there was festive fun, a fabu- 
lous feast and “Frozen” movie 
magic in the air. 

The Youth LEAD depart- 
ment had a special day as 50 
lucky participants ventured 
through mid-Michigan flur- 
ries to get a glimpse of Disney 
characters Olaf the Snowman 
and royal sisters Princess Elsa 
and Anna. 

The German-themed res- 
taurant served up their famous 
family chicken dinners but it 
was clear the sold-out ball- 
room guests were all about 
meeting the beloved “Frozen” 
cast members. 

College Vocational Recruit 
Support Specialist Rosanna 
Romero attended the special 
day with daughter Natalia and 
her dad Gerald. 

“My 5 -year-old Hummingbird 
Girl (Natalia) was so ecstatic 
about meeting Elsa and Anna for 
the first time that her entire bed- 
room was transformed into the 
‘Frozen’ theme,” Romero said. 
“I want to thank Betsey (Alonzo) 
and Colleen (Maki) from Youth 
LEAD for coordinating such a 
fun-filled event for all the tod- 
dlers that attended.” 

Alonzo enjoyed the festivi- 
ties almost as much as the par- 
ents and children did. 

“The look of joy and 
amazement on all the youth’s 
faces made the experience 
itself magical,” Alanzo said. 
“Children's faces were lit 
with glee as the beautiful Elsa 
and Anna made their rounds. 
Olaf was a great addition for 
the boys. His silly smile was 
enough to get the kids out of 
their seats. The food was fab- 
ulous, and the dessert was a 
treat in itself... Youth LEAD 
will continue to search out 
events like this one that we 
know the community young 
and old will enjoy. Thank you 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Emily Rose Marie Stanaway 
is pleased to finally meet 
Princess Elsa. 

to all in attendance we hope it 
was an event to remember.” 

Healing and Wellness 
Coordinator Cathy Fisher 
said her 20-month-old grand- 
daughter Alexis wasn’t ready 
to meet the six-and-a-half- 
foot tall snowman. 

“Seeing him on TV is dif- 
ferent than seeing him in 
person and Alexis was pretty 
scared of the real Olaf,” Fisher 
said. “My 4-year-old grand- 
daughter Aria said she was 
so very excited for this day 
to come. The event was very 
well organized and fun and 


this will be a lasting memory 
for my girls. We want to go 
back to the Bavarian Inn to 
see Cinderella next. I want to 
thank the Youth LEAD depart- 
ment for this chance to share 
in their excitement and have it 
be a lasting memory.” 

Soaring Eagle Casino 
& Resort Administrative 
Assistant II Bethel Merrill 
took her daughter Simone, and 
her grandsons Karsyn Sineway 
and Mingan Merrill. 

“My grandsons loved see- 
ing Olaf and Simone loved 
seeing the two princesses,” 
Merrill said. “It was an event 
that was so special for every- 
one. I would like to say thank 
you, Youth LEAD, for spon- 
soring a trip for the younger 
children and their families.” 

Risk Manager Tracy Terrill- 
Leathers complimented the 
Youth LEAD department on 
bringing another successful 
Tribal event that was worth 
the drive. 

“My daughters Jasmine 
and Isabelle... enjoyed meet- 
ing the p rincesses in real 
life,” Terrill-Leathers said. 
“We enjoyed the delicious 
chicken dinner and the spe- 
cially-made Olaf cupcakes 
for dessert! As a parent, I 
loved watching all the kids so 
excited and happy! Thanks, 
Youth LEAD department!” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The Delagarza family is happy to meet the star of 
the Disney movie “Frozen”. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Proud mom Rachel Saboo holds her little 
daughter Mia as they meet Princess Elsa. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Rosemary Ekdahl holds her son 
Michael as he looks up to Olaf 
the snowman. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal youth Bree Sprague 
meets Princess Anna at the 
Bavarian Inn. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Grandsons Karsyn Sineway (left) 
and Mingan Merrill share a moment 
at a “Frozen” display with their 
grandma, Bethel Merrill. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Paige Hartupee shares a smile 
as she wears her regal finery with 
Princess Anna. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tahlia Alonzo agrees with 
Princess Elsa’s song “cold 
doesn’t bother me anyway” as 
she wears her snowflake dress. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Two princesses meet as Tribal 
youth Grace Flores (daugh- 
ter of Riki and John Flores) 
smiles with Elsa. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Jasmine Terrill-Leathers (left) and 
Isabelle Terrill-Leathers wear their tiaras 
as they meet Princess Anna. 
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Annual CMU Powwow 

Dancers ; drummers and guests come 
together for "Celebrating Life" Powwow. 



Rez Pets feature 

Tribal Members and employees show off 
their pets for "It's Raining Cats and Dogs." 



Soaring Eagle Snocross 
Fans gather to watch the AMSOIL 
Championship Snocross Pro Open. 



Baby Celebration 

Family and friends celebrate Seventh 
Generation's Jan. 29 event for newborns. 
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Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe receiving Governor’s 
Award and grant for Tribal Historic Preservation Office 



Courtesy of Ziibiwing 


SCIT, on behalf of the Ziibiwing Center’s 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office, will 
be honored with a 201 5 Governor’s 
Award. The THPO will also be awarded 
a $61,125 grant from the National Park 
Service for the next funding cycle. 


N ATAL IE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

Through the effort of its Tribal 
Historic Preservation Office 
(THPO) and the Ziibiwing 
Center of Anishinabe Culture & 
Lifeways, the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan will be 
honored with a 2015 Governor’s 
Award for historic preservation. 

The State Historic Preservation 
Office in Lansing, Mich, is recog- 
nizing SCIT, along with five other 
Michigan tribes; Grand Traverse 
Bay Band of Ottawa & Chippewa 
Indians, Little River Band of 
Ottawa Indians, Little Traverse 
Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, 
Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish 
Band of Pottawatomi Indians and 
Nottawaseppi Huron Band of the 
Potawatomi for the award. 

Gov. Rick Snyder and 
Michigan State Housing 
Development Authority Acting- 
Executive Director Wayne 
Workman announced the award 
recipients on March 25, 2015. 

“I applaud the great work 
that takes place across the state 
and recognize the people who 
preserve these places for all 
Michiganders,” Snyder said in a 
press release. “The sites contrib- 
ute to Michigan’s uniqueness, 
teach us about the people who 
lived here in the past, and are 
important to a vibrant future.” 


The award ceremony will 
occur at the Michigan State 
Capitol Rotunda on Wednesday, 
May 6 at 9 a.m. 

SCIT Chief Steven Pego, 
Ziibiwing Director Shannon 
Martin, Curator/Interim Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officer 
William Johnson, Public 
Relations Director Frank Cloutier 
and PR Manager Marcella 
Hadden are scheduled to attend. 
Chief Pego plans to accept the 
award on the Tribe’s behalf. 

“I am thrilled the Tribe and the 
work of its THPO have been rec- 
ognized with a Governor’s Award 
for historic preservation,” Martin 
said. “The Tribe’s THPO carries 
out very important work daily to 
protect the Tribe’s cultural and 
historic properties and resources.” 

Furthermore, on March 18, 
National Park Service Director 
Jonathan B. Jarvis issued a press 
release announcing $8.78 million 
of grants to 154 American Indian 
tribes to support their historical 
preservation offices in order to 
carry out national historic pres- 
ervation program responsibilities 
on tribal lands. 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe’s THPO will 
receive $61,125 for the next 
funding cycle. 

“The grant award will be 
used to fund our yearly activities 
with the primary responsibilities 


being the number 
of properties sur- 
veyed and added to 
the Tribe’s inven- 
tory, the number 
of federal under- 
takings reviewed 
pursuant to 

Section 106 of the 
National Historic 
Preservation Act 
and providing edu- 
cational activities 
and programs for 
the Tribal community and pub- 
lic,” Johnson said. 

Michigan tribes received a total 
of $319, 982 distributed amongst 
SCIT and five other tribes. 

“Engaging American Indian 
tribes in our national historic 
preservation program is essen- 
tial to our nationwide effort 
to preserve significant tribal 
places, as well as tribal culture 
and tradition,” Jarvis said in a 
press release. “For many tribes, 
languages and traditions are 
threatened with extinction and 
sacred places are endangered. 
This grant program provides 
much needed funding to pro- 
tect the culture of America’s 
first people.” 

Johnson explained how 
the grant nomination became 
possible. 

“(SCIT) became involved 
with the US-31/M-231 project 


in January of 2011,” Johnson 
said. “We have been consult- 
ing on the project since then at 
the invitation of the Michigan 
Department of Transportation. 
The archaeological investiga- 
tions there were important to us 
especially in regard to the pres- 
ervation of late woodland sites.” 

An extensive application, 
work plan and budget were sub- 
mitted by Ziibiwing in March 
2012 to become a nationally- 
recognized THPO. 

In March 2013, SCIT was 
notified by the Secretary of the 
Interior and the National Park 
Service that it would become 
the 142nd tribe in the nation 
to assume the responsibilities 
of becoming an official THPO. 
However, the Tribe, through 
Ziibiwing, has been fulfill- 
ing the responsibilities of this 
office since 1996. 


Third annual Drug Abuse Symposium encourages 
community to “know the truth” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


President and CEO of Ten16 Recovery Network Sam Price 
offers a test to Drug Abuse Symposium attendees to dem- 
onstrate how addiction works to hinder cognitive thought 
and adversely affect brain chemistry. 


JOS EPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

While others were busy cel- 
ebrating St. Patrick’s Day fes- 
tivities on March 17, more than 
60 participants were enlight- 
ened as the third annual Isabella 
Substance Abuse Coalition Drug 
Symposium encouraged our 
community to know the truth 
about substance abuse. 

The event took place at the 
Isabella County Commission 
on Aging offices from 5:30 to 9 
p.m. on South Lincoln Road in 
Union Township. 

Featured guest speak- 
ers included Isabella County 
Prosecutor Risa Scully; 
Michigan State Police Detective 
Lt. Mark Uribe of the Bay Area 


Narcotics Enforcement Team 
(BAYANET); City of Mount 
Pleasant Police Officer Mike 
Covarrubias; Community Mental 
Health for Central Michigan 
Therapist Rachel Tuma; com- 
munity member Bill Childs; Paul 
Thill, Pharm. D., BCPS profes- 
sor of pharmacy practice at 
Ferris State University and Sam 
Price, president of the Ten 16 
Recovery Network. 

SCIT Behavioral Health 
Clinical Therapist Dianna Chipp 
said attending the third annual 
event was well worth the effort. 

“I was very impressed with 
the commitment and passion 
of each of the speakers to do 
their part in promoting health 
and wellness for the whole 
community,” Chipp said. “Not 


only did they share pertinent 
information on addiction, but 
also emphasized the need for 
everyone to step up, to show 
up, and do whatever they can 
to help in this fight to free our 
communities from drug and 
alcohol abuse.” 


Uribe said BAYANET has 
seen a decrease in the avail- 
ability of heroin in the area 
but they are still seeing a large 
amount of individuals seeking 
heroin as their choice of drug. 

Drug Symposium | 10 
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Beverly Joan Chamberlain Bonnie Carol Jackson 

Aug. 16, 1936 - March 12, 2015 Sept. 30, 1976 - March 23, 2015 



Beverly Joan Chamberlain, age 78, of Mount Pleasant, Mich, 
passed away Thursday, March 12, 2015, at McLaren Health Care- 
Bay Region. Funeral services for Beverly 
were held Sunday, March 15, 2015, at 
Clark Family Funeral Chapel with Pastor 
Daniel Siedlecki officiating. Interment fol- 
lowed at Denver Township Cemetery. 

Memorial donations may be made to the 
American Heart Association. 

Beverly was bom Aug. 16, 1936, in 
Isabella County in Michigan, the daughter of Samuel and Dorothy 
(VanderVein) Chamberlain. She retired at age 55 from Mount 
Pleasant Regional Center where she was employed as a resi- 
dent care aide for 24 years. Previously she had worked at Ferro 
Manufacturing and the Pixie. 

Beverly was a member of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. 
She enjoyed bowling and was a member of the Chippewa Lanes 
Bowling League. Beverly was an avid fan of the Detroit Tigers and 
the New England Patriots. She was into homeopathic medicine, 
especially as it related to herbal and celestial oils. 

Beverly is survived by her partner of 33 years, Vernon Hacker 
of Mount Pleasant; her son Clifford (Lisa Hawkins) Chamberlain 
of Shepherd and step-son Jack Hacker of Mount Pleasant; her 
grandchildren, Sarah Lee Chamberlain, Brent Lee Chamberlain, 
and Travis Lee Chamberlain; her brother Joseph (Pamela Laing 
Woodbury) Chamberlain of St. Johns and sister Tweedie Vancise 
of Harrison. Beverly was preceded in death by her brother Leland 
Chamberlain; two step-brothers Samuel Chamberlain and Raymond 
Chamberlain; and two step-sisters, Judy and Evelyn. 


Trinity Debra Stevens 

Sept. 2, 2005 - March 15, 2015 

Trinity Debra Stevens, age 9, of Weidman, Mich, went on angels’ 
wings to be with her Dad in Heaven on Sunday, March 15, 2015 at 
Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital. 

Trinity was bom on Sept. 2, 2005 to April 
L Stevens and Thomas D. Mosher II at 
Owosso Memorial Hospital. Trinity loved 
playing football with her sisters, brothers 
and cousins. Her dog Princess was her favor- 
ite pet. Helping others came easy to Trinity. 

She was an Aggie in the third grade at Beal 
City School. Trinity loved sneaking out alone with 
her Mom to grab a bite to eat, sharing quality time together. Trinity 
attended Victory Christian Center. 

Trinity leaves to cherish her memory her mother: April; sis- 
ters and brothers: Shala, Andrea, Jacob, Gidget, and Bryant; 
Grandparents: Ted and Dianna Stevens and Debra Mosher and also 
many aunts, uncles, cousins and friends. 

Trinity was preceded in passing by her father, Thomas in 2011 
and her Grandfather Thomas D. Mosher. The family request memo- 
rials in Trinity’s honor are made to the family. 



Richard Elliot Collins 

May 11, 1952 - Feb. 21, 2015 

Richard Elliot Collins, 62, lost his fight with liver cancer on Feb. 
21, 2015, surrounded by his wife Edith, daughters Nicole (Steve) 
Hovey, Katie (Ron) Edwards, Rebecca (Chris) Riffle. 

He deeply loved his grandchildren Blake, Grace, Joshuah, 
Marcus, Josalynn, James, Emma, Madelyn and Jaxxon. He leaves 
behind his sisters, many nieces, nephews and good friends that 
always became family. 

Richard was a Marine Corp Veteran that served in Vietnam. He 
loved hunting, fishing and teaching these loves to his grandsons. He 
was a member of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan. 
He was preceded in death by his parents Matthew and Velma, 
brother John, and sisters Carolyn and Mary Rebekah. 


Leonard Ferriss 

July 16, 1954 - March 22, 2015 

Leonard “Lenny” Ferriss, 60, of Warren, Mich., died 
Sunday, March 22, 2015 in Royal Oak, Mich. He was born 
July 16, 1954 in Detroit. 

Survived by wife, Jeannie; son, Joseph; granddaughter, Brittany; 
mother, Thelma (Adam) Henry- Shipman; siblings, Kevin O’Brien 
and Bunny (Alfred) Roth; and uncle Phil (Jean) Henry. 

A memorial gathering is Saturday, April 4 at 3 p.m. until 
time of the service at 5:30 p.m. at Spaulding & Curtin Funeral 
Directors in Femdale, Mich. 



Check out the 

Tribal Observer 


ONLINE 


www.sagchip.org/tribalobserver 



Bonnie “Bobo” Carol Jackson, 38, of Weidman, Mich, passed away 
Monday, March 23, 2015 at Gratiot Medical Center in Alma, Mich. 
Bobo was bom on Sept. 30, 1976 in Grand 
Rapids, Mich., the daughter of Gordon 
Howard and Beverly Ann (Brailey) Jackson 
Sr. She lived in the area since 1992. 

Bonnie was a member of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan. She 
was a homemaker who enjoyed beadwork 
and concerts. She loved hanging out with her 
nieces and nephews, enjoyed going out dancing 
and singing karaoke with her friends, playing games on Facebook, 
camping, Betty Boop, and loved her family the most. No matter who 
she talked to, she considered you family, even if she just met you. 
She would help you out even if it was the shirt off her back. 

Survivors include her fiance Ray Mills of Ithaca, Mich., a step- 
daughter Theresa Willis of Battle Creek, Mich., her mother, Beverly 
Jackson of Weidman, three sisters: Janet Jackson (Joe Waldorf) of 
Mount Pleasant, Mich., Elizabeth Robert (Shane Robert) of Mount 
Pleasant, Carolyn Gardner (Josh Gardner) of Mount Pleasant; three 
brothers, Gordon Jackson (Katie Jackson) of Kentucky, Terry Jackson 
of Weidman and Harry Jackson of Weidman. Also surviving are many 
nieces, nephews, aunts and uncles who loved her dearly. Bobo was 
preceded in death by her father, Gordon Jackson Sr., brother, Arthur 
Jackson and nephews David Kinney and Shane Robert Jr. 

A Service of Celebration was held on Friday, March 27, 2015 
at the Rowley Funeral home with Pastor James Starkey officiating. 
Memorials have been suggested to the family to help with expenses. 


John Terrell Sanders 

June 14, 1977 - Feb. 19, 2015 

John Terrell Sanders, age 37, of Mount Pleasant, Mich.; passed away 
unexpectedly on Thursday, Feb. 19, 2015. Funeral Services for John 
were held at Clark Family Funeral Chapel on 
Thursday, Feb. 26, at 2 p.m. with Rev. Owen 
White-Pigeon officiating. Memorial contri- 
butions may be made to Terrell’s sons. 

Terrell was born on June 14, 1977 in 
Mount Pleasant, the son of John Perice 
and Madonna Sanders. He was a mem- 
ber of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. 

Terrell loved spending time with his sons. 

Terrell is survived by his sons, Terrell Jr., Craigen, and Damien 
Sanders; mother; sister, Yolonda Sweet; aunt, Elsie Sanders; spe- 
cial friend, Justine; and many nieces, nephews, and cousins. Terrell 
was preceded in death by his father; grandparents, Georgiana and 
William Sanders; and brother, Kaleb Sweet. 



Report Suspicious 
or Criminal Activity! 


Do Your Part In Stopping Crime! 

Assist Your Local Law Enforcement and 
Narcotics Enforcement Teams in Protecting 
the Future of Your Community! 

Protecting your children, family, community 
and future should be a priority! 



Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 

Dispatch: 989-775-4700 
Tip Line: 989-775-4775 

Bayanet (Narcotics Enforcement) 
Tip Line: 989-779-9697 
Anonymous and Confidential 


Public Notice 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police provide law en- 
forcement services under 638 Contract with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). Included within 
said contract; The Burean of Indian Affairs reserve 
the right for "First Right of Refusal" pertaining to 
any complaints against the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Police Department and/or its Officer's. 

As result of this contractual procedure; All complaints 
against the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police Depart- 
ment and/or its Officer's must first be directed to : 

BIA Interal Affairs SSA Justin Wendland 

justin.wendland@bia.gov I 701-250-4545 
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(fhe Creator reached down., 
cradled you. in hiS Loving arms, and 
took you home.. Q.n t/ie blink of an 
eye, everything changed and 
nothing will ever be the Same. 

Q can Still See your Smiling facie, 
hear your laughter, and feel your 
gentle (f eddy bear hugS. 

(fhe circu/nStanceS around your death haunts me, but 9 know in 
my heart and Soul that you are at peace, and in a better place, 
(frothing ot no one will ever hurt you again ! 

(frow you can breathe! „ 

Q Jjwe you my Son, forever in my heart.... 


Marguerita Rivera Johansen 

April 8, 1976 - March 5, 2015 

Marguerita ‘Marti’ Rivera Johansen, age 39, of Mount Pleasant, 
Mich, died unexpectedly Thursday, March 5, 2015. Marti was 
bom on April 8, 1976 in Lansing, Mich., 
the daughter on Augusto River Cotto and 
Violet Walinda Green. On May 25, 2007, 
she married Ronald George Johansen in 
Mount Pleasant. She was a resident of 
Mount Pleasant for the past 1 1 years. 

Marti was a member of the Little River 
Band of Ottawa Indians. She enjoyed bead- 
work, collecting owls, going to the casino and her puppies and cats. 

Survivors include her husband, Ronald, children: Patricia Marie 
Green and Joseph Allen Hathaway, both of Lansing, Mich., James 
Lewis Johansen and Dayna Marie Johansen, both of Mount Pleasant. 
Her mother Violet Green of Mount Pleasant and father Agusto Cotto 
of Lansing, Mich. Four step grandchildren: Annie, Clara, Addison 
and Quinton. Her brother, Agusto Green of Lansing and sister Luisa 
Green of Mount Pleasant. She is also survived by several aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews and cousins. 

Marti was preceded in death by her grandparents; James, who 
was a member of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe and Anna 
Green, who was a member of the Little River Band of the Ottawa 
Indian Tribe. 

Funeral services celebrating Marti ’s life were held on Tuesday, 
March 10, 2015 at 2 p.m. from the Faith Indian Church of the 
Nazarene with Rev. Doyle Perry officiating. Burial took place in 
Delwin Cemetery, Denver Township, Isabella County, Michigan. 



Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 



6954 E BROADWAY, MT PLEASANT, MI 
TEL: 989-775-4700 



Project ChildSafe is a nationwide program 
promoting safe firearm handling and storage 
■ ». practices through the distribution of free, cable-style 
rr. IX locks. We are doing our part to promote safe 
storage, but we need your help! Call for details! 


LOCKS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE TRIBAL POLICE DEPARTMENT WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. 



Saginaw Chippewa 

Conservation Committee 

2015 Regular Meeting Schedule 

April 9 

• 12 p.m. • Saganing Tribal Center 

April 30 

• 12 p.m. • Planning Dept 

May 14 

• 12 p.m. • Planning Dept 

May 28 

• 12 p.m. • Planning Dept 

June 11 

• 12 p.m. • Planning Dept 

June 25 

• 12 p.m. • Planning Dept 

* All times and locations subject to change by committee 


ATTENTION 

Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 

Veteran & Warrior Society Members 



Meetings Will be Held 


The 1 st Tuesday of the Month in Seniors Room 
Time: 6 p.m. I For More Information: 775-4175 
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Public 


Notices 


Per Capita Mail Update 


J EANE TTE MANDO KA 

Per Capita Member Specialist 

The Per Capita Department has recently been- 
informed by the postal service that all mail is 
being routed through Grand Rapids, Mich. This 
change is due to the Lansing, Mich, hub closing. 

With this change, there is a delay in checks and 
advices being received by the membership. It will 
depend on the postal service operating procedure 
to determine when the mail will arrive at each 
residence. All mail is sorted individually and will 
be delivered as sorted, not by “household.” 


Direct deposit to any bank is a secure way 
to receive per capita funds on the scheduled 
pay date. Forms are available on line or at the 
Per Capita Department. 

Please update all information pertaining to 
any current address change or contact num- 
ber, through the Tribal Clerk Department. 

Information regarding any changes are 
recorded on the hotline. 

Per Capita Hotline: 989.775.4037 
Toll Free: 800.225.8172 


ATTENTION ALL SAGINAW CHIPPEWA TRIBAL MEMBERS 

TAKE NOTICE: There will be a public hearing held on Tuesday, April 28, 2015 at 8:30 a.m. in the Seniors Room at 
the Tribal Operations Building, 7070 E. Broadway, Mount Pleasant, MI 48858. This hearing will address the liquor 
license application presented to Tribal Council by Marc Forrest, Director of the Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort Food 
& Beverage Department. The application which will be reviewed and discussed at the hearing is as follows: 

Renewal of Retail On-Sale General Liquor License for the Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort located at 6800 
Soaring Eagle Boulevard. Such License, if approved, would cover all indoor and outdoor Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resorts premises, Main Casino Floor (Bar #’s 1-4 &, Floor Lounge) SECR Tiki Bar, Isabella’s 
Italian Restaurant, Water Lily Lounge, Siniikaung Steak & Chop House, Room Service, Banquet & Confer- 
ence Rooms & Spaces, Portable Bars # 1 -# 1 3 , Aurora Buffet, Legends Diner, Slot Palace & Slot Palace Pub, 
Entertainment Hall, Prime Rib Cart, Pizza Cart, Pool & Spa areas; Miijim Convenience Store, Cart Services, 
and includes Indoor & Outdoor Bar Services, Beverage Service on the Gaming Floor, and Special Event/Ac- 
tivity/Function Service, SECR Concession Trailer when on premises, and outdoor spaces under auspices of 
SECR. This License, if issued, will be for the duration of one full year from May 24, 2014 through May 24, 
2015, with hours of alcohol service consistent with section 10 of the Gaming Compact of August 20, 1993, 
and specifically including hours of service for Sunday alcohol sales. Dated: February 27, 2015 


jKjK MONEY SMART WEEK 

April 18-25, 2015 

The Tribal Library will be hosting Money Smart week, a 
national, Independent non-profit initiative promoting the 
importance of personal financial education, April 18-25. It 
is designed to encourage everyone to take simple steps to 
make a positive difference in their financial health. 

April 21 we invite you and your children ages 4-7 to 
attend a book reading here in the Library from 4-4:30 
p.m. by a member from Isabella Community Credit 
Union. Isabelle Osawamick will also be here to speak to 
the children in our native language. Please call 
989-775-4508 to sign up your child, space is limited so 
reserve your spot! We have a free gift for each family that 
attends, while supplies last. 

There will also be other activities and events planned through- 
out the week, so stop in to the Tribal Library and check it out! 
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NEW HOURS COMING SOON! 
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£9 Note: Nbakade Restaurant will remain 
open daily. The hotel pool area and fitness 
center are also available outside of the waterpark. 
Miigwetch! (Thank You) 


April: 14, 15, 21 ,22, 28, 29 
May: 5, 6,12,13,19, 20, 26, 27 
June: 2, 3 



Attention Turkey Hunters! 

Spring is finally here, which means the begin- 
ning of another turkey season! Please review 
maps of the areas open to turkey hunting on the 
Planning Department website and be prepared 
to fill out harvest information for the past 2014 
season. The cost per license is $15, with a limit 
of two bearded turkeys per hunter. 


Good luck in the woods, 

Heather Shaw 

Wildlife Biologist 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
7070 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant MI 


Phone: 

989 . 775.4146 

Email: 

hshaw@sagchip.org 


Anishinabe Language Revitalization 

Committee Vacancy 

Individuals who are committed to revitalizing Anishinabemowin 

We are seeking Youth Representative for the ALRC. 
Candidates must be at least 18 to 25 years old and 
able to attend monthly meetings. 

Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month 
at 10 a.m. in the east side of the Break Room 
(Old Seniors Room) at Tribal Operations 


Please send Letters/emails of interest to: 


Mail to: 


Anishinabe Language Revitalization 
Department Committee Vacancy 
7070 E. Broadway Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Email to: ajpeters@sagchip.org 


For further information: 

Please call the ALRD Office at 989-775.4126 or visit 
the website: www.sagchip.org/language/index.asp 
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Happy 

2 hd 8irtfiday 

Joseph 

Love mommy 

HHUT ^ 

m 

Happy h0 tk 
Birt&day 

Vinnie! 

Love , Mom and everyone 
who loves you dearly 

WE* 9V | 

m . 1 

Happy 

Birthday 

Michael 

We love you!!! 

Love , your family 


2015 Powwow 

Date Change 

The 2015 Powwow will be held on 

July 24, 25 8c 26 



ELDERS' TRIP 

Powwow Homecoming 2015 

Check-in: Friday, July 24, 2015 
Check-out: Sunday, July 26, 2015 

Registration forms were sent out in January. The 
form does need to be mailed in along with your 
registration fee. Registration fees must be a money 
order or a cashiers check. No personal checks. 

Mail registration forms to: 

Trip Program 7070 E. Broadway 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

If you have any questions call Sheila Leaureaux at 
989.775.4135 or email saleaureaux@sagchip.org 
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Tribal Council 

Chief 

Steven Peso, District 1 

Sub-Chief 

Lorna Kahgegab Call, District 1 

Treasurer 

Shelly Bailey, District 1 

Secretary 

Sandy Sprague, District 1 

Sergeant At-Arms 

Ron Nelson, District 2 

Tribal Chaplain 

Jennifer Wassegijig, District 1 

Council Member 

Delmar Jackson Sr., District 1 

Council Member 

Lindy Hunt, District 1 

Council Member 

Julius Peters, District 1 

Council Member 

Chip Neyome, District 1 

Council Member 

Tim J. Davis, District 1 

Council Member 

Michele Stanley, District 3 



Seven Grandfather Teachings 


~ Wisdom 

To live with wisdom is to acquire and use 
experiences as guides for making equitable and 
mature decisions. 

~ Love 

To live our lives with love is to understand our 
capacity to realize, empathize, and nurture the 
needs of others. 

owin ~ Respect 

To live with respect is to give mutual 
consideration for shared and differing ideas as 
well as for the world around us. 

~ Bravery 

To be brave and have courage is to recognize our 
moral and mental strength and to do what is 
appropriate. 

Gwekwadiziwin ~ Honesty 

To be honest is to recognize that we have the 
ability to live our lives with honor and integrity. 

idiziwir ~ Humility 

To live with humility is to recognize that we are 
all equal, we all make mistakes, we all like to 
have our success rewarded and to put others 
before ourselves. 

~ Truth 

To live in truth is to recognize the difference 
between right and wrong and to be faithful to 
ourselves as well as the world around us even 
when the right way is not the easiest way. 



E. coli problem in Chippewa River: How you can help 


CAREY PAUQU ETTE 

Water Quality Specialist 

Have you heard about the E. coli problem in the 
Chippewa River? Were you nervous to go tubing or 
canoeing this summer because of it? Many people 
have called asking questions about the safety of our 
local rivers, lakes, and swimming holes because of 
the high bacteria levels. Now that we know the prob- 
lem, we need your help to fix it. 

Did you know our waste water and septic tanks 
can have a large impact on the rivers, lakes and 
streams? Septic tanks can get damaged in a number 
of ways. Cracked lids, tree roots, and full tanks will 
allow material inside the tank to leak into the land 
and water nearby. The material is loaded with bacte- 
ria including E. coli. The human waste will be picked 
up by storm water and snow melt, which runs off to 
the nearest surface water. 


According to the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency, septic tanks should be pumped 
and inspected every one to three years. 

Tribal Members are encouraged to sign up for a 
free program to have your septic tank inspected and 
pumped. This program is brought to you through a 
collaborative program by Indian Health Services, the 
Central Michigan District Health Department, and 
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. 

The program is voluntary. To qualify, you must be 
a Tribal Member. The septic tank must be at your pri- 
mary residence and located within Arenac, Midland, 
Clare or Isabella County. Space for this program is 
limited so call to sign up soon. 

If you have questions or would like to sign up for 
the Private Onsite Wastewater Treatment System 
Program, POWTS, please call 989-775-4014 , email 
cpauquette@sagchip.org or stop in to the Tribal 
Planning Department. 


Ways to help conserve water in your home 

Aiman Shahpurwala, Water Resources Technician 

1. Check faucets and pipes for leaks - leaks from faucets can waste hundreds of gallons of water a 
day! Make sure to check and seal your faucets and pipes to save water! 

2. Don’t use the toilet as an ashtray or wastebasket - when the toilet is used as a trash, five to 
seven gallons of water is wasted each time trash is flushed. 

3. Insulating your water pipes - reduces the amount of water wasted during heating and will pro- 
vide hot water faster! Try this easy and inexpensive way to save water! 

4. Take shorter showers - taking shorter showers and/ or turning off the shower while soaping up 
is a great way to conserve water. 

5. Rinse your razor in the sink - to conserve water when shaving, try rinsing your razor in the 
sink. Fill the sink with a few inches of warm water instead of running the tap. This works well! 



SCIT welcomes two new Tribal police officers 


Observer photos by Natalie Shattuck 

On Wednesday, Feb. 4, two new Tribal Police Officers, Anthony Keller (left) and Nathan Bazan, were sworn 
in by Chief Steven Pego to begin to protect and serve the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan. 


Tribal Observer 

Boozhu! The Tribal Observer, a monthly newspaper, is published on the first of each month. 

To contact Tribal Observer staff, please call 989-775-4010, or email: obsorver@sagchip.org. 

To change your mailing address, please contact the Tribal Clerk’s office at 989-775-4055. 
Community advertisements will not be accepted over the phone. 

Submissions from the Tribal community 
are encouraged and can be sent to: 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
c/o Tribal Observer 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Story ideas, articles and photographs from the community are always welcome. The Tribal Observer reserves the 
right to edit and/or refuse any submissions or advertisements for publication. The Tribal Observer is published 
by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan and is subject to an editorial review process. 

The views expressed within the Tribal Observer do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tribal Observer, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe, the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council, The Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort or its employees 
or any other enterprise of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. The Tribal Observer works to uphold the highest 
integrity in news reporting and supports the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968. 



Native American Journalists Association 


Subscription rates are $30 per year. 


Tribal Observer Advertising 

If you would like to advertise your business, please contact the Tribal Observer at 
989-775-4010 for more information. 

Announcements - Including birthday, wedding, engagement, congratulations, etc., costs $10 and is open to 
Tribal members, community members and employees. Double-sized announcements are $20. 

Political ads - All political ads will be 1/4 page and have a red border stating as such. The cost is $500. Political 
ads may include, but are not limited to: any opinion or advertisement that is political in nature, and/or any Letter 
to the Editor that does not conform to guidelines. 


Tribal Observer Subscription Form 

Please send $30 for the annual subscription. Checks may be made out to SCIT. 


Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip code: 


Please mail form to: 

Tribal Observer 
Attn: Subscriptions 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Contact Information: 

Phone: 989-775-4010 
Email: Observer@Sagchip.org 

www.Sagchip.org/TribalObserver 
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What is a “healing forest” and how can one find it in our community? 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal Chief Steven Pego shares a Midewewin Lodge teach- 
ing about how all who come into our circle are recognized in 
a good way followed by a heartfelt hand drum warrior song. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Lives are lost and families are 
broken. The circle of life is 
shattered and many tears are 
shed for the loss. Just about time 
when all hope is gone and dark- 
ness is all around us, how do we 
find the light? 

Tribal Elder Don Coyhis in his 
June 4, 2009 visit to the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe of 
Michigan shared the sacred hoop 
with 100 Migizi Miingan (Eagle 
Feathers) and seven Condor 
Feathers representing the Seven 
Grandfather Teachings. 

As the sun rose in the east- 
ern door, Coyhis explained how 
we need to find forgiveness by 
“forgiving the unforgivable.” 
He related this teaching to the 
boarding school experience suf- 
fered by our ancestors. 

“We are just beginning to 
fully understand the effects of 
the intergenerational trauma 
(historical trauma) and its con- 
nectedness to the present day 
social issues such as alcohol 
abuse, drug abuse, violence, sui- 
cide, PTSD and domestic vio- 
lence,” Coyhis said. “We believe 
that the recognition by the fed- 
eral government and the admis- 
sion of the atrocities committed 
against Native people would 
greatly accelerate the healing 
of the intergenerational trauma 
issues and allow the healing of 
our people to take place.” 

Central to his teachings found 
in the “wellbriety movement” is 
the concept that “conflict pre- 
cedes clarity.” Wellbriety advo- 
cates a four direction teaching 
similar to the Medicine Wheel 
that identifies the four laws of 
change: 1) change comes from 
within, 2) in order for devel- 
opment to occur, it must be 


preceded by a vision, 3) a great 
learning must occur and 4) you 
must create a “healing forest.” 

But one may ponder, “What 
is a healing forest and how can 
one find it in our community?” 

The concept centers in the 
idea of a tree that is feeling 
sickness needs time to heal and 
a healing forest can be found 
by actively participating in a 
program of recovery. One must 
continue to heal to staying close 
to healthy trees in the forest or 
they will succumb to the dis- 
ease again. One example of a 
healing forest can be found in 
all the different recovery meet- 
ings that take place right here on 
the Reservation and in Mount 
Pleasant, Mich. 

If one chooses to embrace 
a traditional path of recovery, 
there are the Spirit Bear meetings 
held at the Andahwod Senior 
Center at 7 p.m. on Wednesdays 
and Fridays. Those meetings 
are conducted by Tribal Elder 
Roger High and use the smudge 
ceremony and Talking Circle 
with Eagle Feather. There is 
also an Eagle Feather Talking 
Circle at Behavioral Health on 
Sundays at 4 p.m. that includes 
clients from the Residential 
Treatment Center (RTC). 

The Behavioral Health 
Programs also offer a drop-in 
group on Mondays from 5:30 to 7 
p.m. and Fridays from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. with a free lunch. The 
drop-in groups are open to the 
community and are not affiliated 
with Alcoholics Anonymous. 

“The drop-in groups are con- 
ducted in accordance with the 
Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR) 42 parts A and B and 
we strictly adhere to confi- 
dentiality,” said Behavioral 
Health RTC Clinical Therapist 
Robert Storrer. “The groups 


are designed to be therapeutic 
in nature and cover a variety of 
topics including the Red Road 
of Wellbriety and the 12 steps 
of recovery. We also encourage 
participation in cultural events 
like the round dance and tradi- 
tional teachings like the odas- 
wanee (sweat lodge).” 

There is also a 5 p.m. 
Wednesday night Al-Anon 
Family Group meeting at 
Behavioral Health (2800 S. 
Shepherd Rd.) The meeting 
is conducted by Karen B. and 
offers experience, strength and 
hope for friends and families of 
problem drinkers. 

On Thursday nights at 7 p.m., 
Dick B. and Barry A. offer a 
guided meditation meeting that 
focuses on where a person is at 
in their recovery. Those weekly 
meditation meetings are located 
at Behavioral Health. 

Journey to Wellness 
Coordinators (Rev. Robert Pego 
and Cathy Fisher) of SCIT 
Tribal Court offer a Thursday 
meeting at 1 1 a.m. that is based 
on teachings found in the Holy 
Bible. More information can 
be obtained through calling 
their offices at 989 - 775-5815 or 
Tribal Court at 989 - 775 - 4800 . 

Youth LEAD Empowerment 
Aide Michael McCreery offers a 
Thursday 6:30 p.m. men’s meet- 
ing in the Eagles Nest Tribal 
Gym (7070 E. Broadway) that 
is faith based. He has taught 
on the five love languages, the 
Seven Grandfather teachings 
and also on finding your pur- 
pose and mentor. 

Each of all these meetings 
where one can develop a heal- 
ing forest are recognized and 
accepted by the SCIT Tribal 
Court, Isabella County Trial 
Court and the Drug Court pro- 
bation officers. 


Tribal Chief Steven Pego 
recently honored a warrior 
who is walking in a good 
way, will be facing a place 
of confinement for several 
years and takes responsibil- 
ity for the consequences of 
his actions. The warrior was 
surrounded with a healing 
forest that included fam- 
ily, friends, and former and 
present RTC clients, tradi- 
tional and faith-based sup- 
porters and lots of love. 

“Normally, when someone 
goes away, we offer a traveling 
song but to see this outpouring 
of community support, this 
man is walking on the warrior 
path of recovery and it is an 
honor to sing a warrior song on 
my hand drum for him and his 
family,” Pego said. “This is an 
opportunity that shows we can 
heal and fight the war on drugs 
one person, one family and one 
community at a time.” 

Anyone at that March 20 
drop-in group can give witness 
of what the power of a healing 
forest looks like. The circle was 
strong once more and tears of 
joy were shed as hope replaced 
the darkness. 

“It is hard to change, and 
no one told me this was going 
to be easy,” the honored war- 
rior said. “It’s a great feeling 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


RTC Drop-In Group 
Facilitator Robert Storrer 
offered a cleansing smudge 
of the western door sage 
medicine with the Eagle 
Feather used in many 
recovery Talking Circles at 
Behavioral Health. 

to know your community rec- 
ognizes the changes we make 
in recovery. These are people 
who represent a community 
that cares and I know if they 
are there to support me through 
the tough times of the recovery 
process, our community will be 
ready to support you.” 

It takes light for trees to 
grow and our warrior along with 
many in this community is will- 
ing to walk with us in that heal- 
ing forest, not in front of us or 
behind us. . . let us walk through 
the forest hand-in-hand. 


GOOD FRIDAY UNITY SERVICE 

April 3, 2015 • 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

*Free lunch will be provided 





Interested in being a vendor at this year’s 2015 Native 
Farmers Market? Contact Marcella Hadden, Public 
Relations - mahadden@sagchip.org or 989-775-4059. 

Wanted: Native American artisans, wild rice, fresh fruits 8c 
vegetables, fish, homemade baked goods, jams 8c jelly, healthy 
options - soups, salads, etc.! 


Spring is 

CHARMAIN E SHAWANA 

Contributing Writer 

Spring is here at long last. It 
seems like it’s been forever 
since I’ve seen green grass. This 
winter has been one of the worst 
in history. Finally spring is here. 
When the snow melts, the grass 
is brown and in a dormant stage. 
With the spring rains and plenty 
of sunshine, it’s green again. 
Just like all the trees and bushes 
and plants on Mother Earth. 

She’s rested now, after a long 
winter’s nap. She’ll be put- 
ting on her finest as soon as the 
snow breaks. Sometimes, in my 
own yard, I can see some of the 
crocus’ coming up right through 
the snow. The miracle of life is 
everywhere in the spring. All 
the trash that was strewn about 
on top of the snow will show as 
well. It will time to get out there 
and clean it all up. 

It will soon be time to check 
on all the gardens, trees and 
bushes in the yard and see what 
the winter left in its aftermath. 
The spring renewal is refreshing 


here at 

to say the least - throwing off 
those old winter jackets and put- 
ting the boots away for a while 
is one of the few opportunities 
of spring I look forward to. 

Some would say spring is 
the real time of renewal, not 
Jan. 1. Spring cleaning and 
rearranging, even if it’s only 
the thought, preoccupies many 
a housekeeper. Getting those 
rugs cleaned, floors mopped 
and organizing closets to name 
a few of the jobs spring clean- 
ing entails. 

When I was younger, I used 
to really jam out playing my 
music really loud on Saturday 
mornings while cleaning. It 
seems to make the time go by 
faster. Cleaning, mopping, dust- 
ing and rearranging were so 
ingrained in my blood in those 
early days, I can say that was 
my usual Saturday morning 
activity. I still jam out, but since 
the kids are grown, it’s just us 
two and an occasional grand- 
child who mess up the house. 

Soon the ferns will be 
sprouting, flowers blooming 


long last 

and I see the birds are already 
here. I’ve seen a few come 
back from down south already. 
Springtime is when trees are 
tapped for the annual sugar 
bush. It’s time to collect the 
sap and start making the maple 
sugar. Maple sugar was used 
to season and could easily be 
stored, in the old days. 

Typically the spring time 
held a great time for people 
to meet and come out of their 
winter camps. A family would 
harvest the sap from the maple 
trees for a particular area and set 
up a spring camp there. Babies 
that were born during the win- 
ter months were brought out to 
show off. Springtime and the 
time of renewal were a great 
time for socializing. Families 
and friends got together to 
share a laugh and reconnect. 
Celebratory events and nam- 
ing ceremonies were typically 
held as well. 

We can all give thanks to the 
Creator for the spring events 
and change that we all welcome 
after a long winter. 
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Cultural exchange between SCIT and Okaya continue with Japanese artist visit 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council join our visiting artist in 
a cultural exchange of stories and gifts. (Pictured left to right: 
Council Chaplain Jennifer Wassegijig, Sub-Chief Lorna Kahgegab 
Call, Takei, Kostrzewa, Chief Steven Pego, Council Member Lindy 
Hunt and Secretary Sandy Sprague.) 


JOSEPH V. SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

On March 20, east meets west 
again as the cultural exchange 
between the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan and 
Mount Pleasant’s Sister City of 
Okaya, Japan continues. 

Japanese master artist Akira 
Takei was accompanied by 
Taiwan-bom artist and Mount 
Pleasant resident Lily Lihting Li 
Kostrzewa to Tribal Operations 
for a cultural exchange and build- 
ing of international relations. 

After a brief greet- 
ing with Tribal Operations 
Administrator Dustin Davis and 
Assistant Administrator Ruben 
Mosqueda, the two international 
artists met with the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Council in 
chambers with Public Relations 
Director Frank Cloutier. 

Chief Steven Pego gifted 
both artists with semaa and 
Tribal history book “Diba 
Jimooyung” and shared a medi- 
cine teaching. The artists gifted 
Tribal Council with two prints 
of Asian artwork. 

Ziibiwing Center Assistant 
Director/Mount Pleasant 


International Relations 

Council Member Waabanoqua 
(Judy Pamp) informed the 
Council about the artists and 
their upcoming exhibit show- 
ings. She also highlighted this 
year as the 50th anniversary of 
the Sister City relationship. 

An artist’s reception and 
demonstration was held on 
Tuesday, March 24 in the 
Center of Inclusion and 
Diversity in the lower level of 
the Bovee University Center 
on the campus of Central 
Michigan University. 

Kostrzewa was pleased with 
the Council visit, SCIT tour and 
the CMU artist reception. 

“It is a great learning oppor- 
tunity for people in our com- 
munity to learn about Asian 
culture and they in turn learn 
about us,” Kostrzewa said. “I 
know for years City of Mount 
Pleasant has been a sister city 
with Okaya, Japan. This dem- 
onstration/presentation in both 
Veterans Memorial Library and 
CMU will be a great in-depth 
cultural exchange. The show 
is going to run through April 
10 and it is an exhibition full 
of Asian culture, art, literature 


and history. My works 
also highlight the merge 
of the east and west cul- 
tures. Please stop over 
to see it and spread the 
word and support the cul- 
tural exchange between 
our Sister City and the 
Mount Pleasant area.” 

Takei ’s extensive 
volume of work chron- 
icles the history of both 
Japanese and Chines 
culture infused with 
poetry and watercolor. 
Kostrzewa’s contempo- 
rary artwork in cross- 
cultural acrylic painting 
compliments Takei ’s imagi- 
native creativity within the trav- 
eling exhibit. 

Waabanoqua then took the 
two visiting artists to Ziibiwing 
Center for a guided tour with 
Visitor Services Representative 
Raymond Cadotte. Kostrzewa 
said she was unaware about 
American Indian boarding 
schools and she was saddened 
about this period of our history. 

Takei learned floral bead- 
working skills from master artist 
and regalia maker Waabanoqua. 
He put a few beads on the 


Ojibwe Cradleboard Cover that 
will become part of the “Diba 
Jimooyung Permanent Exhibit” 
in the Blood Memory area. 

Takei learned the Ziibiwing 
Center welcomes numerous 
international artists to share, 
educate, and promote the cul- 
ture, diversity and spirit of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
of Michigan and other Great 
Lakes Anishnaabek. 

Temporary Pool Assistant 
Worker Jennifer Lindstrom and 
Waabanoqua took the artists to 
lunch at the Nbakade Restaurant 


in the Soaring Eagle Waterpark 
and Hotel. Both artists tried 
Nbakade ’s specialty dessert of 
frybread with cinnamon, ice 
cream, and caramel to complete 
their lunch. They found the 
food, hospitality, and the water- 
park exquisite. Both artists were 
impressed with the facility and 
they took many photos of the 
food and decor of the Waterpark 
before leaving. 

The cultural exchange con- 
cluded with the artists receiving 
a tour of the Nimkee Memorial 
Wellness Center. 


Faced with do-over on ma’iingan issue, state policy makers follow reckless path 


JOSEPH V. SOW MICK 

Photojournalist 

After being given a do-over 
on managing the state’s small 
ma’iingan population, Keep 
Michigan Wolves Protected 
Director Jill Fritz asserts Michigan 
politicians and bureaucrats are 
following a familiar path of reck- 
less behavior with their effort to 
restore trophy hunting of the now- 
endangered animals. 

Last November, Michigan vot- 
ers sent policymakers a strong 
message by defeating Proposal 1 
(naming wolves as a game spe- 
cies) and Proposal 2 (giving the 
politically appointed Natural 
Resources Commission the power 
to decide which species can be 
hunted.) 

Proposal 2 was rejected in 69 
of Michigan’s 83 counties and in 
all 15 congressional districts. 

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe through a Tribal Council 


Resolution of support and hold- 
ing a candlelight wolf vigil in 
November 2014 added a strong 
Native voice against hunting 
wolves in Michigan. 

Six weeks later, U.S. District 
Judge Beryl Howell restored 
federal protection (after a 
three-year hiatus) for the Great 
Lakes gray wolves under the 
Endangered Species Act, while 
chastising wildlife managers 
in Michigan, Wisconsin and 
Minnesota for killing more 
than 1,500 wolves in “virtu- 
ally unregulated” hunting and 
trapping program. The judge’s 
decision bans further wolf 
hunting and trapping in those 
three states for the foreseeable 
future. It also prohibits killing 
problem wolves in Michigan 
and Wisconsin that threaten 
livestock or domestic animals. 

But, there is a pathway for- 
ward and a middle-ground on this 
controversial issue. 


The Humane Society of the 
United States and 21 other ani- 
mal protection and conservation 
groups, including the Detroit Zoo 
and Detroit Audubon Society, 
have petitioned the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service to “down list” 
gray wolves from endangered 
to threatened. This would retain 
federal protections for wolves, 
but also provide more flexible 
management so wildlife officials 
could kill or remove the occa- 
sional problem wolf. 

Seventy-nine members 

of Congress (including John 
Conyers Jr., Debbie Dingell and 
Sandy Levin from Michigan) 
sent a letter to U. S. Department 
of the Interior Secretary Sally 
Jewell urging her to support the 
petition. More than 50 world- 
renowned wildlife biologists 
and scientists, including nine 
from Michigan, sent a letter to 
Congress urging members to 
oppose stripping federal protec- 
tions from wolves. 

Presented with a reasonable 
KMWP compromise that would 
respect the will of Michigan vot- 
ers who wanted wolf protection, 
but also provide practical assis- 
tance to farmers in the U.P. who 
are dealing with wolf conflicts, 
Michigan politicians turned a 
blind eye to it. 

Sen. Tom Casperson recog- 
nized as the state’s leading wolf 
hunt supporter, convinced his 
fellow Republicans to approve 
a resolution, full of inaccuracies 
and distortions, urging Congress 
to remove gray wolves from the 
Endangered Species Act. 

Not to be outdone by the state 
Senate, the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources filed an 
appeal of the federal court ruling. 


When submitting the appeal, 
DNR Director Keith Creagh said, 
“Returning wolf management to 
wildlife professionals... is critical 
to retaining a recovered, healthy 
and socially-accepted wolf popu- 
lation in our state” — conveniently 
forgetting the overwhelming vote 
of the people who rejected wolf 
hunting and rejected the authority 
of the NRC to open new hunting 
and trapping seasons on protected 
species such as wolves. 

Fritz points out it is obvious 
that Sen. Casperson and Director 
Creagh didn’t consult Michigan’s 
12 federally-recognized Indian 
tribes, who have the most experi- 
ence in co-existing with wolves. 
The United Tribes of Michigan 
recently adopted a resolution 
opposing the removal of fed- 
eral protections for wolves and 
calling on people to recognize 
their historical and ecological 
significance. 

United Tribes of Michigan 
Executive Director and Little 
Traverse Band Odawa Elder 
Frank Ettawageshik said the 
“United Tribes of Michigan is 
committed to join forces, advance, 
protect, preserve and enhance the 
mutual interests, treaty rights, 
sovereignty and cultural way 
of life of the sovereign tribes of 
Michigan throughout the next 
seven generations.” 

SCIT Public Relations 
Manager Marcella Hadden has 
worked directly with the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Council and 
the KMWP efforts and believes 
wolves are sacred animals who 
taught ancestors the importance 
of families and how to hunt and 
forage for food. 

“Anyone who has participated 
in Midewewin Lodge ceremonies 


or has seen the creation story of our 
Ojibwe people at the Ziibiwing 
Center know how sacred our 
wolf brother Ma’iingan is to our 
people,” Hadden said. “As one of 
the 13 original Dodem in our Clan 
System, many of our traditional 
teachers would question why we 
would hunt our brother. . . it is not 
Anishinabe.” 

The KMWP staffers stand 
together with the elected Tribal 
leaders and the traditional Native 
teachers in keeping their resolve 
against wolf hunting. 

“It’s unfortunate our state 
officials thumb their noses at 
Michigan voters, reject practi- 
cal compromises and problem 
solving on this issue and ignore 
wildlife experts, all in the name of 
trophy hunting and trapping a shy 
animal that is just beginning to 
recover from near extermination,” 
Fritz said. “We expect better of 
our state lawmakers and agency 
leaders, and want them to provide 
real solutions for Michigan, not 
just knee-jerk demagoguery.” 



Courtesy of KMWP 


Despite the effort of SCIT 
and the Keep Michigan 
Wolves Protected advo- 
cacy group, gray wolves 
are still in danger from the 
Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources. 



The Soaring Eagle Casino and Resort is looking to fill 25 
Seasonal Entertainment Ushers for the Outdoor Concert 
Series. This is an excellent opportunity for Tribal Members to 
earn money and be a part of the Tribe’s most exciting events. 
Ushers assist guests with locating their seats, scanning tickets 
for entry, crowd control and clean up after the show. 

Please call Louanna Bruner, Anishinabe workforce developer, at 
989-775-0053 to complete an application. Priority will be 
given to SCIT Tribal Members! 
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Event history: Saganing Traditional was previously Chi-asin Powwow 


DENISE PELCHER 

Contract Health Clerk 

Many may not be aware of the 
history behind the Saganing 
Traditional Powwow. The pow- 
wow did not actually initiate in 
Saganing, Mich. 

The first At-Large 
Traditional Powwow origi- 
nated in Chesaning, Mich, 
and was called the “Chi- 
asin (meaning ‘big rock’) 
Powwow” to honor the land 
that belonged to our ancestors 
that was lost in the Treaty of 
1819. It has been said that as 
much as 10,000 acres were lost 
along the Shiawassee River. 

The first powwow was 
held in 2003 in the park along 
the banks of the Shiawassee 
River and was a brainchild of 
Steven Pego. Once Pego left 
the At-Large Department, the 



Courtesy of Denise Pelcher 

Pauly Gomez dances at the 
2005 Chi-asin Powwow. 

planning was taken over by 
Elders Advocate Lisa Peters, 
who remains the main contact 
person to this day. 

The Chi-asin Powwow 
was held as a partnership 



Courtesy of Denise Pelcher 


A birch canoe was constructed for the Saganing 
Eagles Landing Casino. Photographed at the 2012 
Saganing Traditional Powwow. 



Courtesy of Denise Pelcher 


At the 2009 Saganing Powwow, Paul Walker (right) and 
friend share a moment in the arena. 


with the Chesaning Chamber 
of Commerce and remained 
there through June 2007. The 
Traditional Powwow was then 
moved to Saganing. 

Since then, the powwow 
has been named the Saganing 
Traditional Powwow. Saganing 
is one of two reservations 
established by the Aug. 2, 
1855 Treaty with the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe of 
Michigan. The translation of 
Saganing is “where they slew 
the wild pigeons.” 

Throughout the years, 
the Saganing Traditional 
Powwow has expanded and 
continues to grow. It is fully 
self-funded. We raise money 
through sponsorships of busi- 
nesses and corporations, 
advertisements, memorials, 
donations, T-shirt sales, gate 
sales, along with fundraising 
throughout the year. 


The At-Large Department is 
asking you to consider helping 
keep the Traditional Powwow 
thriving by purchasing a memo- 
rial or donating as a booster. If 
you choose to become a booster, 
you choose the amount you 


would like to donate and your 
name will be included on the 
booster page of the powwow 
booklet. If you are interested in 
helping, please fill out the form 
provided on this page of the 
Tribal Observer. 



Courtesy of Denise Pelcher 

Male Youth Dancer Benny shows his 
regalia at the 2008 Saganing Powwow. 



Courtesy of Denise Pelcher 

At the 2006 Chi-asin Powwow, teepees 
were provided by Roger Deboar. 


Outreach Brunch & Financial Workshop 

With the At-Large Case Manager 

April 10, 2015 I 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. I Saganing Tribal Center 

10 a.m. I Sign-in 
10:30 a.m. I Brunch 

11 a.m. I Financial Workshop 

Financial workshop information provided by David Drysdale 
with Hantz Group. 

For more information, please call: 

Mikki Marcotte at 989.775.4905 


Need a Lawyer to Protect Your Rights? 


Assaults I Drug Charges I Negligent Homicide I Sex Charges I Fraud 
Embezzlement I Theft I Breaking & Entering I Murder Charges 
Domestic Violence I Drunk Driving I Juvenile Offenses 


* Former Prosecutor for Isabella County for 12 years 

* Past President of Prosecuting Attorney Association of Michigan 

* Obtained “Not Guilty” verdicts in Homicide, Sexual Assault 
and Drunk Driving Cases 

* Mt. Pleasant Buyer’s Guide/Morning Sun and CM Life 
Newspaper awarded “People’s Choice Award” 

* Voted #1 “Best Attorney” for the last 13 years in a row! 




Joseph T. Barberi, P.C. Attorneys at Law 


989.773.3423 or 800.336.3523 

2305 Hawthorn Dr, Suite C, Mt. Pleasant 

www.josephbarberi.com 


Powwow Program Booklet 


HONORING SAGANING 

Traditional powwow 

Your Printed Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Phone #: (please print clearly) 

Please make check payable to SCIT: (Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe) 

Mail to: Saganing Powwow 7070 E. Broadway Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

Each sponsor will receive one copy of the Program booklet, but only if the application is 
filled out completely and legible. Please make sure to include your phone number in 
case we have any questions regarding your ad. 

Your Signature: 

Wording: 


Sponsorship Size: 

( Check the Size you would like) 

□ $25: 1/4 page 

□ $50: 1/2 page (no picture) 

□ $60: 1/2 page (with picture) 

□ $ ? : Booster only 

(enter amount) 



Please note that the Date of the 

2015 Saganing 
Traditional Powwow is 

June 20 & 21, 2014 




Tribal 


Communit 
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Anishinabe 


Miijim Community Potluck educates 


on heart health 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Bingo participants earn extra spaces 
by showcasing their favorite exercise, 
jump roping or practicing balance. 


NATALIE SHATTUC K 

Editor 

The Tribal heart disease aware- 
ness events came to an end during 
the Feb. 26 Anishinabe Miijim 
Community Potluck celebration 
held at the Ziibiwing Center. 
Nearly 50 guests enjoyed the 
healthy fact-based bingo game 
and potluck. 

Tribal Police Captain Jim 
Cates, Tribal Judge Patrick 
Shannon and Tribal Magistrate 
Stephanie Peters taste tested and 
rated the healthy heart dishes sub- 
mitted into the potluck competi- 
tion as the bingo game was going 
on in the next room. 

The judges decided Angela 
Peters’ granola dish earned 
first place, winning her an 
overnight stay at the Soaring 
Eagle Casino & Resort. Jeff 
Sprague’s fruit dish won 
second place, earning him a 
gift certificate to the Soaring 
Eagle Waterpark and Hotel. 
Each person who submitted 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Nimkee Maternal Child Nurse 
Anna Hon reads off the bingo 
words while Ziibiwing Curator 
William Johnson is all smiles 
as he assists. 

a dish received a gift bag for 
their involvement. 

Ziibiwing Curator William 
Johnson welcomed guests and 
Nimkee Maternal Child Nurse 
Anna Hon read off the words for 
bingo spaces. The bingo calling 
involved healthy facts and tips 
about heart health. 

“Our dream was to provide 
culturally-appropriate educa- 
tion in a fun, interactive way 


to the entire family,” Hon said. 
“Our heart bingo created by 
our Public Health Educator 
Robyn Grinzinger allowed us to 
include facts of heart disease in 
a fun way.” 

Hon offered free bingo spaces 
to those who demonstrated their 
favorite exercise, balancing abil- 
ity or sang a song containing the 
words “heart” or “love.” 

“As we know, physical inac- 
tivity is a leading cause for heart 
problems, so we incorporated a 
component to get people up and 
moving physically by includ- 
ing tasks like hula hooping and 
exercising,” Grinzinger said. “It 
was so fun to see young chil- 
dren as well as Tribal Elders 
participating.” 

Ogitchedaw Warrior Tony 
Perry prepared venison and leek 
soup, a fresh green salad and ban- 
nock; bread made with wild rice 
flour, created traditionally by 
Indigenous North Americans. 

A recipe for bannock is 
found in the cookbook “Mino 


Wiisinidaa! Let’s 
Eat Good Food: 

Traditional Foods 
for Healthy Living”, 
which was given 
away as prizes dur- 
ing bingo. 

“Commercial 
tobacco use is also 
a factor that leads 
to heart disease, 
therefore this was a 
smoke-free event,” 

Hon said. “The 
lack of quality care 
was presented by 
an American Red 
Cross representa- 
tive, along with the 
wisdom imparted by Tribal Elder 
Suzanne L. Cross, Ph. D.” 

Cross wrapped up the evening 
and the last event associated with 
her “Healing Through Culture 
and Art Shawl Collection”, with 
some touching words on her bat- 
tle with heart disease. 

“We were encouraged to get 
regular physical checkups, to 


increase our physical activity to 
30 minutes per day, eat healthier, 
and to stop using commercial 
tobacco in an untraditional way,” 
Grinzinger said. 

The art shawl collection was 
displayed Nov. 4, 2014 through 
Feb. 28, 2015 to educate on 
American Indian women’s heart 
health awareness. 


Sagamok Shell properties offer convenience by accepting Michigan EBT cards 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

The Michigan Electronic 
Benefit Transfer (EBT), also 
known as the Michigan Bridge 
Card, is now accepted at 
Migizi Economic Development 
Company’s Sagamok Shell 
properties as of March 9. 

Migizi Interim CEO Lisa 
Darnell informs the discus- 
sion received widespread 
approval from the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Council and 
the Migizi Board of Directors 
and she welcomes the ease of 
convenience the EBT gives to 
local families. 

“We are pleased to be able 
to provide the communities of 
Isabella and Arenac Counties with 
(EBT) at both of our Sagamok 
Shell Gas Stations,” Darnell said. 
“Both locations offer a variety of 
items that patrons can use their 
benefits towards.” 

EBT is an electronic system 
that allows state welfare depart- 
ments to issue benefits via a 


magnetically encoded payment 
card, used in the United States. 

Common benefits provided 
via EBT are typically of two gen- 
eral categories: Food and cash 
benefits. Food benefits are feder- 
ally-authorized benefits that can 
be used only to purchase food and 
non-alcoholic beverages. Food 
benefits are distributed through 
the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP), for- 
merly the Food Stamp Program. 

Saginaw Chippewa Public 
Relations Director and Migizi 
Board Member Frank Cloutier 
views the acceptance of EBT as 
an opportunity to allow families 
to take an increased advantage 
of tribally-owned businesses. 

“The EBT system will allow 
our patrons utilizing these ben- 
efits from programs such as 
Child First and Early Nutrition 
can take advantage of the ease of 
convenience store shopping with- 
out the hassles of running all the 
way into town or another major 
destination,” Cloutier said. “This 
program will allow our Sagamok 


stores to pick up additional busi- 
ness we have otherwise missed 
out on in the past. All in all, 
a great addition to add to the 
ease and convenience of the 
Sagamok stores...” 

Healthy Start Child Nurse 
Anna Hon said Nimkee Public 
Health encourages those who are 
having a tough time financially 
to contact The Department of 
Human Services. 

“There is no shame in ask- 
ing for assistance,” Hon said. 
“You have paid into the sys- 
tem for years, and that is why 
they may be able to help you 
and your family with tempo- 
rary assistance when times 
are tough. Look on the inter- 
net site: “MI Bridges” to see 
if you’re eligible and to apply 
for assistance at https://www. 
mibridges.michigan.gov/ 
access/. Please note that we also 
have some helpful tips through 
the Healthy Start program. . .” 

Public Health child nurses are 
available for assistance. Contact 
Anna Hon at 989.775.4616, or 
Helen Williams at 989.775.4621. 

Migizi Corporate Marketing 
Manager Frederick Kuhlman 
said, “it is the mission of Migizi 
businesses to serve our commu- 
nity and by honoring EBT we are 
able to meet the needs of a broader 
segment of our customers.” 

Migizi Area Manager of 
Retail Operations Theresa 
Teeter provided clarification on 
what is and what is not accepted 
regarding EBT. 

“There is no dollar cap that 
one can spend, it is just limited 
to the funds available on each 
individual’s EBT card,” Teeter 
said. “There are restrictions 
where no hot or prepared food 
can be charged to the EBT 
card and all food and drink 
items have to have a nutrition 
label in order to be eligible. 
One exception and healthy 


alternative to this would be all 
fresh fruits, vegetables and other 
items of produce are eligible.” 

The following information is 
provided by the EBT website at 
ebt.acs-inc.com: 

What should I know about 
my food assistance Account? 

• It does not cost you to use the 
Michigan Bridge Card for food 
assistance transactions. 

• You do not get cash back 
when you use it. 

• You can only buy eligible 
food items. 

• You can use your Michigan 
Bridge Card even if your food 
assistance case is closed as long 
as you have benefits left in your 
account. 

• Your food assistance ben- 
efits are automatically deposited 
to your Michigan Bridge Card 
account on the same day of each 
month you are eligible. A ben- 
efit schedule can be found in the 
“How to Use Your Michigan 
Bridge Card” brochure or at 
www.michigan.gov/dhs. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Electronic Bank Transfer 
(EBT) cards are now 
accepted at both the Mount 
Pleasant and Saganing 

Sagamok Shell locations. 

How do I use my EBT card 
at the store? 

• Give your card to the clerk 
or slide your own card. The 
clerk enters your food purchase 
amount. The clerk should not 
leave the area with your card. 

• Check the amount that shows 
in the machine window. 

• Make sure the amount on the 
receipt is the same as the amount 
you spent. If the receipt is wrong, 
tell the clerk right away. Keep 
the receipt as a record of your 
current balance. 




WANTED 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
William L. Antrobius 

Specializing in: Tribal Law, and Federal Indian Law; 
Overturning Prior State of Michigan Criminal Convictions For Lack 
of Jurisdiction; Appeals to Tribal, and State Courts; Tribal 
Disenrollment Cases in Tribal Court; Criminal Cases, Juvenile 
Cases, Civil Rights, and Child Removal Cases; Michigan Prisoner 
Housing Collection Actions in State Court 

Experience: Former Prosecuting Attorney Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan, and Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the 
Flathead Indian Reservation; Former Public Defender Assiniboine 
Sioux Tribe; Criminal Defense Attorney 

Tribal Affiliation: Member of the Six Nations Tribe, Ontario Canada 



Contact: (989) 772-6277 
1 13 W. Broadway, Suite 240 
Mt. Pleasant MI 48858 


Hi 


In need of a 

Makeover? 

Volunteer to be a hair model for our 

26 th Annual Spring Show 

To receive your FREE cut and/or color 
come to the Soaring Eagle Casino 
& Resort Hotel lobby. 

Friday, April 17 at 6 p.m. 
or Saturday April 18 at 10 a.m. 

• Up to a $200 value. 

• Must be available April 19 and/or 20 
’ You must attend Friday or Saturday to qualify 


For more information, please contact: 

Michigan Beauty Supply at 800.638.8576 













Central Michigan’s Best Selection 

Price & Payment 0 Down Plus Tax, Title & Doc 


2012 Chevy Cruze 

LT w 1LT, FWD, Auto, Turbo Gas 
14 1.4L, 40k Mies, Silver. #FU034 

72 mos/$226/$1 4, 1 98 


2012 Nissan Frontier 

Ext. Cab, 4WD, Gas V6 4.0L, 
Auto, 37k Mies, White. #FU001 

72 mos/$364/$22,850 


2011 Chrysler 200 

Touring, FWD, Gas/Eth. V6 
3.6L, Auto, 19k Miles. #FU002 

66 mos/$263/$1 5,280 


2011 Chevy Equinox 

LS, FWD, Gas Ecotec 14 2.4L, 
Auto, Black, 63k Mies. #FU021 

66 mos/$269/$1 5,695 


2010 Ford F-150 XLT 

Regular Cab, RWD, 55k Miles, 
Gas V8 4.6L, Auto. #FU031 

60 mos/$316/$1 6,950 


2011 Ford F-150 SC 

Ext. Cab, 4WD, Turbo GasV6 
5.3L, Auto, 69k Miles. #FU023 

66 mos/$422/$24,500 


2008 Ford Taurus SEL 

FWD, Gas V6, 3.5L, Auto, Gray, 
140k Miles, Cruise. #EP107A 

54 mos/$1 28/$7,998 


2012 Ford Focus SE 

Certified, FWD, Gas 14 2.0L, 
Auto, 44k Mies, MP3. #FP003 

72 mos/$243/$1 4,500 


2010 Mercury Mariner 

FWD, Auto 14, 2.5L, 110k Mies, 
Gold Leaf Metallic. #DT233A 

60 mos/$251/$1 3,460 


2010 Dodge Avenger 

R/T, FWD, Gas 14 2.4L, Auto, 
57k Miles, 4DR, Cruise. #FU017 

60 mos/$235/$1 2,600 


2011 Chevy Cruze 

LT w 1LT, FWD, Auto, Turbo 
14 1.4L, 73k Miles. #EU209 

66 mos/$199/$1 1,650 


2009 Chevy Uplander 

LS LS, Auto, Brown, 76k Mies, 
7 Passenger. #FU037 

60 mos/$199/$1 0,698 


2010 Ford Escape XLT 

4WD, Gas/Eth. V6 3.0L. Auto, 
54k Miles, Blue, Cruise. #FU033 

60 mos/$310/$1 6,600 


2010 Ford Focus SE 

FWD, Auto, Gas 14 2.0L, 43k 
Miles, White, MP3. #FU030 

60 mos/$231/$12,395 


2012 Ford Fusion SE 

FWD, Auto, Gas 14 2.5L, Red 
Candy Metallic, 25k Miles. #FP014 

72 mos/$286/$1 7,995 


2012 Town & Country 

Chrysler, Touring, FWD, Gas/Eth. 
V6 3.6L, 35k Miles. #FU028 

72 mos/$319/$1 9,995 


2009 Ford Ranger 

Sport, Ext. Cab, RWD,V6 4.0L, 
Auto, Red, 76k Miles. #FU040 

60 mos/$259/$1 3,880 


2010 GMC Acadia 

SLTl, AWD, Auto, Gas V6 3.6L, 
4DR, White, 69k Miles. #EU213A 

60 mos/$399/$21 ,400 


2012 Buick Enclave 

AWD, Leather, V6 3.6L, Cocoa 
Metallic, 100k Miles. #FT151A 

72 mos/$332/$20,800 


2013 Dodge Journey 

Crew, FWD, Gas V6 3.6L, Auto, 
Red, 25k Miles. #EP104A 

72 mos/$359/$22,600 


2014 Dodge Grand 
Caravan SXT FWD 

42k Miles, 4DR, Auto. #FU013 

72 mos/$309/$1 9,495 


2011 Jeep Wrangler 

Sport, 4WD, Gas V6 3.8L, Auto, 
40k Miles, Cruise. #EP091A 

66 mos/$389/$22,600 


2013 Ford Escape SEL 

4WD, Turbo Gas 14, 1.6L, Auto, 
Gray, 20k Miles. #EP096 

72 mos/$398/$24,995 


2014 Chevy Silverado 

1500 LT Reg. Cab, 4WD, Auto, 
9k Miles, V8 5.3L. #ET466A 

72 mos/$477/$29,800 


2012 Ford Flex SEL 

FWD, Auto, V6 3.5L, 31 k Miles, 
Red Candy Metallic. #EP102 

72 mos/$412/$25,800 


2012 Ford F-150 XLT 

Crew Cab, 4WD, Gas/Eth. V8, 
Auto, Blue, 31k Miles. #EP035 

72 mos/$531 /$33,200 


2012 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee 4WD 

V6 3.6L, 25k Miles #FU027 

72 mos/$409/$26,500 


2011 Ford Ranger 

Sport, V6 4.0L, Auto Vista Blue 
Metallic, 31k Miles. #FU043 

66 mos/$317/$1 8,400 


2010 GMC Terrain 

SLE-2, FWD, Auto, Gas 14 
2.4L, 81k Miles, Red. #EP054A 

60 mos/$322/$1 7,295 


2013 Dodge Dart Rallye 

Auto, FWD, Gas 14 2.0L, Gray, 
15k Miles, Cruise. #EU1 17 

72 mos/$245/$1 5,400 


2014 Ford Focus SE 

FWD, Auto, 14 2.0L, 9k Miles, 
Heated Front Seats. #ET453A 

72 mos/$268/$1 6,800 


2013 Ford Edge SE 

SE, FWD, Gas V6 14 2.5L, Auto, 
23k Miles, White Suede. #ET456A 

72 mos/$327/$20,488 


2011 Ford Transit XL 

FWD, Gas 14 2.0L, Auto, 89k 
Miles, 4DR, White. #EU215 

66 mos/$260/$1 5, 1 95 


2011 Ford F-150 XLT 

Ext Cab, 4WD, Gas/Eth. V6, 63k 
Miles, Auto, Black. #EU131 

66 mos/$398/$23, 1 95 


2012 Ford Taurus FWD 

Limited, Green, V6 3.5L, Auto, 
30k Miles, 4 Dr. #FT194A 

72 mos/$337/$21 ,250 


2010 GMC Sierra SLE 


1500 Crew Cab, 4WD, Gas/Eth. 
V8, Auto, 81k Miles #ET415B 

60 mos/$376/$23,600 


2014 Jeep Compass 

Sport, 4WD, 14 2.4L, Auto, Blue, 
20k Miles, 4DR, Cruise. #FU012 

72 mos/$319/$1 9,995 


2012 Lincoln MKZ 

Certified, FWD, Gas V6 3.5L, 
Auto, Ilk Miles, White. #FP013 

72 mos/$374/$23,500 


2013 Lincoln MKX 

Certified, AWD, 31k Miles, Gas 
V6, 3.7L, Auto, Black. #FP018 

72 mos/$526/$32,900 


2011 Ford Fusion SE 

FWD, Auto, 14 2.5L, Blue, 91k 
Miles, Cruise, CD. #FC042A 

66 mos/$1 81 /$1 0,600 


2011 Ford F-150 XLT 


Crew Cab, 4WD, Gas/Eth. V8 
5.0L, Auto, 78k Miles. #ET306A 

66 mos/$472/$27,395 


JZT) ADnUT ? Q webuy 

IVK AA K II | ^ Clean Cars, Trucks & SUV’s 

Visit our website ado 

1 - 800 - 772-5974 | Mt. Pleasant • 1 Block East of Meijer www.krapohl.com ^ong 

for our entire inventory! 

Price & Payment $0 Down plus tax, title and doc. Financing 4.9% fixed rate and approved credit. Down payment or trade equity will lower payment. All vehicles subject to prior sale, see dealer for details. 


Our Service 
Speaks for Itself! 
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Drug Symposium 

continued from front page 


“This desire to use heroin has 
resulted in individuals willing 
to travel to purchase the drug 
outside of our area to cities like 
Lansing, Saginaw and Grand 
Rapids,” Uribe said. “We need 
to educate our community mem- 
bers on the dangers of using 
illicit drugs. We need to edu- 
cate our community members 
to identify the signs of drug use 
among our community mem- 
bers. We need to support our 
local law enforcement agencies 
and our community health agen- 
cies that can assist us in recov- 
ery. We need to work together 
with the Tribe as a community 
to fight the war on drugs. We 
need to stress the importance 
of taking back our communities 
from the drug dealers who prey 
on our community members.” 

Uribe believes when it comes 
to heroin, there are so many vari- 
ables that come in to play when 
an overdose has occurred. 

“One major factor is when 
using heroin, the user has no idea 
what the purity of heroin that they 
are using,” he said. “The more 
pure the heroin is, the higher the 
risk of an overdose. The user also 
has no idea what cutting agent 
that was used to mix with the 
heroin. One example is in 2014 


where fentanyl was used as a cut- 
ting agent with heroin in the Flint 
area where overdoses causing 
death occurred.” 

SCIT Court Healing to 
Wellness Coordinator Cathy 
Fisher appreciated hearing a 
heartfelt message of experience, 
strength and hope from someone 
recovering from addiction. 

“The community member 
who spoke of his road to recov- 
ery had a lot of impact on me. . .,” 
Fisher said. “In Mr. Childs story, 
he said he ‘could see it in people’s 
eyes that they are only here for a 
paycheck, and that they really 
don’t care about me and that may 
be why it took me so many times 
to get sober.’” 

Fisher also mentions she was 
impressed with the wealth of 
information the symposium pro- 
vided and would like to see Thill 
speak to the SCIT community. 

Thill gave an informative pre- 
sentation focusing on levels of 
controlled substances. 

“Controlled substances are 
classified mostly by their addic- 
tive potential, but some drugs, 
such as heroin and PCP are C-l 
(or Schedule I) because they have 
no therapeutic use or their thera- 
peutic usefulness is outweighed 
by their addictive potential,” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Ferris State University 
Professor of 
Pharmacology Dr. Paul 
Thill educates the com- 
munity on the factual 
evidence that proves 
marijuana as a dangerous 
gateway drug. 

Thill said. “Marijuana is another 
example of a Schedule I medica- 
tion. C-2s have the most restric- 
tions and are the most difficult to 
prescribe and dispense in order to 
limit the risk to patients.” 

Thill also said marijuana is 
a gateway drug and it is a way 
people of all ages, but especially 
young people with substance 
abuse problems, started their 
journey on substance abuse. 

“That isn’t my opinion, 
but rather a fact with the most 
robust of data sets to prove it,” 
he said. “Prescription drugs 
are abused at a high rate, only 
exceeded by marijuana, but 
more importantly, as shown in 
the most recent National Survey 
on Drug Use and Health from 
the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration 


SCIT-hosted HATS vaccination clinic a success 
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Dr. Urbanek gives a cat the rabies 
vaccination as Feline Care Supervisor 
Autumn Scott lends a hand. 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

The first Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe/Humane Animal 
Treatment Society rabies vac- 
cination clinic was a success 
on Saturday, Feb. 21 from 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m. in the Eagles 
Nest Tribal Gym. 

Thirty-one pets received the 
discounted rabies vaccination at 
$10; five cats and 26 dogs. 

Nimkee Public Health Nurse 
Sue Sowmick, B.S.N., and 
Women’s Health Coordinator 
Jenna Wilcox collaborated with 
the HATS staff for a successful 
vaccine clinic. 

Under Michigan state law, pets 
must receive rabies vaccinations. 

HATS employees were on 
site to register pets and provide 
the vaccinations. 

“I think it was a great success,” 
HATS Canine Care Supervisor 
Chelsea Tenwalde said. “We had 
a lot of people show up. . . I think 
we should definitely plan a simi- 
lar event again. With the popula- 
tion that was here today, if they 
spread the word and continue to 
advertise, it could be bigger and 
better each year.” 

HATS Board Member Ed 
Zebrowski is hopeful for more 
SCIT and HATS collaborations. 

“I am very pleased the Tribal 
Council and Nimkee Wellness 
asked us to come out and par- 
ticipate in putting on this event,” 
Zebrowski said. “We have never 
done an event like this before; 
this is the first time. We are so 


enthused right now, 
we are definitely 
talking about (put- 
ting on another 
event) in the late 
summer, possibly 
August. We are 
looking at . . . maybe 
having the Kennel 
Club coming out 
and doing demon- 
strations on basic 
obedience, having a 
couple vendors, vac- 
cine and microchip- 
ping clinics and even (hosting 
animal shelter) adoptions.” 

Zebrowski was pleased with 
the turnout for the first-ever event. 

“Right from the first person 
here this morning, we were 
getting positive comments and 
praise that this (clinic) is a 
good thing,” he said. 

According to the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
website, rabies is a preventable 
viral disease of mammals most 


often transmitted through the bite 
of a rabid animal. The vast major- 
ity of rabies cases each year occur 
in wild animals including rac- 
coons, skunks, bats, and foxes. 

The rabies virus infects the 
central nervous system, ulti- 
mately causing brain disease and 
death, according to CDC. 

A simple vaccine will pro- 
tect pets from this virus, espe- 
cially for the warmer, outdoor 
weather approaching. 
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Dedicated HATS employees assisted during the rabies 
vaccine clinic. (Pictured left to right; HATS Veterinarian Dr. 
Nicholas Urbanek, Canine Care Supervisor Chelsea Tenwalde, 
Feline Care Supervisor Autumn Scott, volunteer Marcus 
Brown and Health Clinic Staff Member Katie Bleavins.) 


(SAMHSA) of the U.S. Dept, 
of Health and Human Services 
published in 2014.” 

“This report found that the 
first specific (gateway) drug 
associated with initiation of 
illicit drug use among people 
aged 12 and over in 2013 was 
marijuana (70 percent),” he 
said. “This number has grown 
significantly since the legaliza- 
tion movement has taken off 
in 2008. The next closest gate- 
way drug was prescription pain 
relievers at 12.5 percent... All 
of those who participated in this 
survey were being admitted for 
treatment for substance abuse, 
so there is no way around it that 
marijuana is, in fact, a gateway 
drug unlike any other at this 
time and its role as a gateway 
drug is growing.” 

Shepherd Police Chief 
Michael Main said their village 
does see narcotics manufacturing, 
sale and use as any community 
but are not impacted as severely 
as larger communities. 

“The Shepherd Police 
Department depends on the 
multi-narcotics team for several 
reasons,” Main said. “Not only is 
the information sharing essential 
to know what is being seen in our 
community and where it is com- 
ing from but also when something 
new appears, the BAYANET 
team is always on the forefront 
of researching new trends and 
educating law enforcement. . . 
BAYANET has the resources 
to help investigate and bring to 
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Michigan State Police 
Trooper Michael White 
provides an overview of 
the agenda for the third 
annual Isabella Substance 
Abuse Coalition Drug 
Symposium. 

justice those sometimes out of 
reach of local jurisdictions.” 

SCIT Youth LEAD Support 
Coach Kevin Ricketts was one 
of several Tribal employees in 
attendance. 

“I thought the symposium 
had great presenters with great 
information,” Ricketts said. “I 
have heard over and over. . . that 
we need to get the big guy (the 
main drug supplier). I agree, 
but at the same time, we need 
to give the same attention to 
the users. Statistics show that in 
most cases, when a drug dealer 
is prosecuted, then another one 
takes his or her place... If we 
put the same focus on getting the 
user healed, as we do on getting 
the main drug dealer, then there 
would be no reason for another 
drug dealer, because there would 
be no profit to make.” 


“DolThing” reminder for 
March 2015: Sheltering 


HELE N WIL LIAMS 

Healthy Start Child Nurse 

Preparing for an emergency 
does not have to be costly 
or difficult. Please don’t let 
those thoughts keep you from 
preparing for a crisis. 

Now is a good time to get 
out your SCIT community 
emergency planning guide. 
In the guide, you will find 
many resources and ideas to 
assist you in your emergency 
planning. 

In a disaster, you may be 
asked to either evacuate or 
shelter-in-place. In the tur- 
moil of an emergency, it can 
be difficult to focus on what 
you are doing. Know what to 


do to keep your family safe. 
Practice your tornado and 
fire safety plans. If your fam- 
ily has practiced, they will be 
more comfortable doing it 
when the emergency actually 
happens. 

“DolThing” is a 
12-month program that 
makes it easy for you to pre- 
pare you, your family, and 
community for emergencies 
or disasters. For more infor- 
mation on what you can to 
do this month to be better 
prepared, and to track your 
progress, visit: www.dolth- 
ing. com//things/mar 

Happy planning, be 
ready today so you can react 
quickly tomorrow. 




Associates, PLLC 

Damian S. Fisher 


"The lawyer in 
your family' 


Tribal Elder 215 West Broadway 

grayskypllc@gmail.cam (989) 423-5625 
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FunE Games 



rain 

gimiwan 

rainbow 

nagweyaab 

warm (weather) 

abaate 

sunny 

waaseyaa 

maple 

aninaatig 

maple sap 

wiishkobaaboo 

happen 

inakamigad 

vessel 

naabikwaan 

vision 

waabi 

preach 

gagiikwe 

pray 

anami'aa 

prophet 

onwaachige 

free 

gidiskin 

loved 

zaagichigaade 

strong 

mashkawaa 

feast 

wiikonge 

life 

aanjibimaadizi 

morning 

gigizhe 

sunrise 

mooka'am 

He is risen 

Giibishka 



Anishinaabemowin 
Word search 
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Gii-Bi-Ziibiwan Spring is Here! 


Nichols, John, D, & Nyholm, Earl. A Concise Dictionary of Minnesota Ojibwe. University of Minnesota Press. Minneapolis. 1995. Title by Isabelle Osawamick. 


WHERE ON THE REZ? 



Do you know where this is? 

Answer the puzzle correctly 
by April 17 through e-mail or 
telephone. Your name will go into 
a drawing and one winner will 
receive two free announcements 
in the Tribal Observer. 

Submit Answers To: 

dean tu@sagch ip. org 
or call 989-775-4010 


Nimkee Fitness Center 

Last Month's Winner: 

No Winner 




LUST MONTH: 




Photos courtesy of Kari Klouse 


Youth LEAD hosts “Super Saturday full of winter fun 


The Youth LEAD Department hosted a tubing “Super Saturday” event at 
Snow Snake Ski & Golf in Harrison, Mich, on March 7. 




WIGWAM WISDOM 


The Wigwam has 
sheltered our ancestors 
from storms and bad 
weather since the dawn 
of time. The wigwam 
has witnessed the 
hardships our people 
have had to endure not 
only through the hands of change and war, but upon our 
strongest enemies, ourselves. The spirit of the wigwam 
does not forget and keeps with it the wisdom to guide the 
souls that have strayed back to a peaceful life. 

Comments or feedback can be sent to: 
wigwam_wisdom@yahoo.com 

*(WW is intended entertainment purposes only. Please make 
sure to seek professional counseling when necessary .) 


Dear WW: While I was overseas fighting 
for our country, I came back to find that my 
mother had opened credit cards in my name 
and charged about $10,000! I asked my sib- 
lings to help but they haven’t. They all admit 
it was wrong but have done nothing to help 
me financially. My niece is getting married 
soon and I am not sure if I want to go home 
to her wedding. Our mother has always been 
a little off and we get that. What I can’t get is 
my siblings not helping me out. What should 
I do? Resentful! 

Dear Resentful: Your siblings are not 
the people you should be upset with. It’s 
funny you overlooked the obvious elephant 
in the living room which is your mother. 
However, you have probably been doing 
this all of your life. You should have called 
the police and filed charges and there is 
still time in which to do it. The sooner your 
mother learns to pay the consequences of 
her actions, the sooner the dynamics of 
your family will get healthier. Go to the 
wedding, your niece did nothing wrong. 


Dear WW: I have such a hard time with 
accepting compliments. I usually will just 
cut myself down to divert the positive atten- 
tion. If someone likes my shirt, I point out 
that it’s the wrong size. If someone likes my 
shoes, I tell them how much they hurt. If it’s 
something in my house, I say, I’ve had it for 
years. Why do I do this? It f s Nothing 

Dear Nothing: You do it because you feel you 
are not worthy of it; sad, but not that uncom- 
mon. The only thing that’s really required 
when presented with a compliment is a simple 
“thank you.” It might take some getting used 
to and, in the end, it will help your self-esteem 
when you aren’t cutting yourself down. 


Dear WW: Seems like every powwow my 
boyfriend breaks up with me and then after- 
wards we get back together. I have to hear 
about all of his flings and my family gives me 
grief all the time. I really hate that he does 
it but he knows exactly what to do and say 
so that I will take him back. We don’t have 
any children yet and this is what is stopping 
me. However, I’m not getting any younger 
and would like to start a family soon. Do you 
think he’ll grow out of this and eventually 
settle down? Powwow Blues 

Dear Blues: Kick him to the curb and don’t 
look back. Go to counseling and find out why 
you have put up with a man who can do such 
a thing. Powwows are a time of family and 
cultural gathering. Shame on him for using 
it to stray and shame on you for allowing it! 
No, he will not grow out of it. You have set a 
pattern and he knows his role. I’m glad you 
decided not to make a family with him as 
it would be disastrous! Counseling will help 
you understand your actions better and what 
not to do in the future. 
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SCIT sponsors 26th annual CMU “Celebrating 
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Life” Jiingtamok 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

Jiingtamoks are a time for cele- 
brations and reunions. They are 
a time for dancers to gather in 
the arena to be recognized, and 
to give acknowledgement to 
each other and their ancestors. 

On March 21-22, Central 
Michigan University presented 
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe-sponsored “Celebrating 
Life” 26th annual Powwow 
at the McGuirk Arena of the 
Events Center. 

With approximately 200 
dancers, eight drums, masses of 
spectators and more than 20 arts 
and crafts vendors, the arena 
was occupied throughout. 

CMU Native American 
Programs Director Colleen 
Green and the student-run 
Powwow Committee plan the 
event year-round. 

“The Powwow Committee 
consists of student volunteers,” 
Green said. “The committee 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Beautiful dancers of all 
ages gathered in Central 
Michigan University’s 
McGuirk Arena for the 
26th annual “Celebrating 
Life” Powwow. 

created a task list for the pow- 
wow planning and set deadlines 
for themselves to have business 
taken care of. As a committee, 
they vote on the dignitaries, 
organize registration, shop for 
giveaway items, contact depart- 
ments and businesses for dona- 
tions, work as tabulators and 
much more.” 

George Martin, 
member of the 
Lac Courte 

Oreilles Band of 
Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians, 
led grand entry as 
head veteran. 

“It was the 
best CMU pow- 
wow ever and very 
well organized,” 
Martin said. 
“Colleen Green, 
her staff, and the 
Native students 


who make up the powwow com- 
mittee took care of us all weekend 
with such great respect.” 

Aside from the committee, 
volunteers and sponsors, many 
others played a major role in this 
year’s powwow including; Master 
of Ceremonies Jason Whitehouse, 
Host Drum Bear Creek, Arena 
Director Dave Shananaquet, 
Head Male Judge Wesley Cleland 
and Head Female Judge Elizabeth 
Edgar- Webkamigad. 

Head Female and Male 
Dancers included: Punkin 

Shananaquet and Mike King at 1 
p.m. Saturday, Kristol Abel and 
James Day at 7 p.m. Saturday, 
and Vanessa Shocko and Sedrick 
Hindsley on Sunday. 

The adult dance contest first 
place winner received $400, sec- 
ond place won $300 and third 
place won $200. 

“We opened our doors to new 
dancers, which is always good,” 
Green said. 

Green said the powwow 
would not have been possible if 
it were not for the key people in 
the student committee and other 
volunteers assisting throughout 
the weekend. 

“Overall, the powwow was 
extremely well organized,” she 
said. “We had a few glitches that 
were not the fault of the commit- 
tee, but the committee handled 
them professionally and quickly.” 

In the drum contest, the first 
place winners received $3,000, 
second place collected $2,000 
and third place won $1,000. 

The hand drum contest first 
place winners received $500. 
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Native royalty graced McGuirk Arena 
as Miss Wikwemikong First Nations 
Canada Destinee Roberta Kaboni 
leads the other princesses. 



Tribal Council Member Delmar Jackson Sr. 
offers a greeting on behalf of major CMU 
Powwow sponsor, the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan. 
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The Native fancy dancers reverently 
stand at attention during the Flag Song. 
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Head Veteran/Lac Courte Oreilles Tribal Elder George 
Martin (center) leads the arena with Saturday after- 
noon’s Head Female Dancer Punkin Shananaquet and 
Head Male Dancer Mike King. 
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Guests throughout the United States and Canada converged 
on the CMU campus as the audience enjoys Native dancers, 
drummers and community members “celebrating life.” 


At 3 p.m. on Sunday, March 
22, Olivia Jean Manitowabi- 
McCullough of Hannahville 
Indian Tribe was awarded the 
Native American Scholastic 
Award, funded by SCIT. The 
scholarship is given to a CMU 
student who is committed 
to the promotion of Native 
American culture. 

The award value ranges from 
$500-$ 1500, based on available 
funds. The award can be applied 
to tuition, fees, books, and/or 
room and board. 

The committee selecting 
Olivia involved two CMU rep- 
resentatives, two SCIT represen- 
tatives, and one CMU student 
representative. 

Olivia was selected based on 
a combination of the factors: 
GPA of 2.5 or higher, participa- 
tion in school and community 
activities, demonstrates promo- 
tion of Native American culture 


and content/style of her essay 
submitted about her future goals 
promoting the culture and how a 
college education would help her 
achieve the goals. 

For Green, the dedication 
and preparation throughout the 
year pays off during powwow 
weekend. 

“The favorite part of the 
powwow, for me, is seeing all of 
the people having a good time,” 
Green said. 

The complete list of winners 
is available at the cmich.edu 
website, under Native American 
Programs. The top three danc- 
ers in all categories, along with 
the drum and hand drum contest 
results are accessible. 

Admission was free for SCIT 
Members and CMU students, 
with proper I.D. Admission 
for adults was $7 and $5 for 
Elders (at least 55 years old) 
and youth. 
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You’re never too young 
to swing and sway the 
Anishinabe way! 
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Powwows are all about family as 
seen by matching regalia worn 
by lliana Bennett, jingle dress 
dancer, and her daughter Evelyn. 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

This young girl moves 
gracefully in the arena 
and has that jingle 
two step down. 
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The energetic 
Christopher Ruiz-Spencer 
does a crow hop in his 
grass dance regalia. 
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Traditional Dancer/ 
Ziibiwing Visitor 
Services Representative 
Raymond Cadotte 
joins the crowd for an 
Intertribal Dance. 
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9pc Color 
Splash 
Knives 
Were $29.99 
Now$15.99 


* Were 12.99 Rpmntp 

Now 6.99 12 pm _ 1 2;30pm Cake Cutting 


Memory May 8th 
Foam Rugs 10am-8pm SALE 
Were 1 2.99 6-8pm Kid’s Night 

Now 6.99 7pm Mascot Dance off 
8pm Prize Drawings 
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All 

Camping 
60% off 


All Halia 80% 
off 






Moccasins 
60% off 



Swimsuits 
50% off 

Assorted Colors and Styles 


Pendleton Towels 
Inflatable Pool Razor Scooters 
A Ski / Golf Vacation Give-a-way 


FREE Kid’s Night 
May 8 th 6-8pm only 

Pony & Llama Rides Bounce Houses 
Face painting Petting Zoo 

Balloon Animals Mascott Dance off 


Accepting Hero’s Club and Player’s Club comp dollars (some restrictions apply- see store for deltails). No additional Tribal Member 
or Employee discounts on sale merchandise. Sale offer valid while supplies last. No special orders or holding merchandise. Sale 
prices available May 7 th & 8 th , 2015 at Ziibiwing Center Gift Shop only. 



r i 7IIPIIA/IMP PPklTEP The Midwest’s Premier American Indian Museum 

fc-IIDIWIlNo uCIN I cr\ Open Monday thru Saturday IOam • 6pm • 6650 East Broadway • Mt. Pleasant. Mi 

V Ph: 989-775-4750 • WWW.SAGCHIP.ORG/ZIIBIWING • WWW.NATIVEDIRECT.COM 
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REZ Pets 

It’s Raining Cats & Dogs 



Owner: Michelle Khoury 
Name: Curtis 
Age: 12 years old 
Breed: Border Collie Mix 


Owner: Ann Orr 
Name: Lacey Jane Orr 
Age: 6 years old 
Breed: Scottish Deer Hound 


Owner: Carol Slater 
Name: Boss 
Age: 2 years old 
Breed: Great Dane 


Owner: Natalie Shattuck 
Name: Chester Bear 
Age: 10 years old 
Breed: Beagle 


Owners: 

Anne Heidemann & Karl Roosa 
Name: Coraline Age: 4 years old 
Breed: Boston Terrier 



Owners: David & Pam James 
Name: Dinky Doolittle 
Age: 4 months old 
Breed: Chiweenie and Yorkie 


I Owner: Elizabeth Wray 
Name: Rascal 
Age: 10 years old 
Breed: Golden Retriever 




Owner: John & Nancy Gerhard 
Name: Furman Gerhard 
Age: 6 months old 
Breed: Golden Retriever 


Owner: Shannon Martin 
Name: Rhona Bologna Martin 
Age: 5 years old 
Breed: Rescued "Petbull" 




Owner: Ron Huber 
Name: Duffy 
Age: 5 years old 
Breed: Terrier Mix 





Owner: Gina Borushko 


Gracie Mae (left) 

3 years, Dilute Tortoiseshell 

Vader (right) 

1.3 years, white/orange Tiger Cat 



Owner: Tracey Lock 
Name: Prince Doby 
Age: 7 years old 
Breed: Miniature Pinscher 




Owners: Bernard & Pamela Wright 
Name: Willow Louise Wright 
Age: 4 years old 
B reed : Dashhound 




Owner: Cheyanna Palacios 
Name: Chico Palacios 
Age: 14 years old 
Breed: Pitbull 



Owners: 

Esther & Wallace Chatfield 
Name: Chino Age: 1 year old 
Breed: Miniature Pinscher 




Owners : Joseph Trepanier- 
Palacios & Kelsey Buentello 

Miskwaande (cat) 

1 year old, Tuxedo cat 

Lily (dog) 

3 years old, Basset Hound/Boxer 



Owner: Marion Roth 
Name: ChataRoth 
Age: 3 years old 
Breed: Brittany Spaniel 



Owner: Melinda Coffin 
Name: Bailey 
Age: 9 years old 
Breed: Chihuahua 

























Owner: Karen & Riana Chippewa 
Name: Puppy Boy Boy 
Age: 4 years old 
Breed: Chihuahua/Rez Wolf 


Owner: Sherrill Kennedy 
Names: Bert & Ernie 
Age: 10 months old 


Owner: Nettie White 

Ragan (left) 

10 years old, Wirehaired Vizsla 

Murphie (right) 

4 years old, Wirehaired Vizsla 







Owner: Karen Perry 
Name: Bailey Liliana McClintock 
Age: 6 years old 
Breed: West Highland Terrier 




Owner: Norman J Cyrjr. 
Name: Sampson 
Age: 8 months old 
Breed: Staffordshire Terrier 




Owner: 

Jessica DeVerney-McLaughlin 
Name: Oscar McLaughlin 
Age: 7 years old 
Breed: Boxer mix 



Owner: The McCoy Girls 

Name: Cleatus 

Age: 4 years old 

Breed : Newfy (New Foundlander) 



Owners: Ed & Michelle Pfund 
Name: Betsy 
Age: 4 years old 
Breed: Calico Cat 


Owners: Darlene Chipp 

Rudy (back left) 

8 years, Boston Terrier 

Sparkle (back right) 

8 years, half white boxer 

Sophie (front) 

7 years, breed unknown 
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Owner: Kim McCoy 

Name: Brutus 

(Indian name, Little Big Dog) 

Age: 6 years old 
Breed: Boxer 



Owner: Charisse Yarch 
Name: Bolt 
Age: 5 months old 
Breed: Lab/Goldendoodle 



Owner: Danielle Kennedy 
Name: Jack 
Age: 2 years old 
Breed: Labrador 



Owner: Monica Richer 
Name: Jaxxon 
Age: 1.5 years old 

Breed: Lhasa Apso, 
Maltese & Shih tzu 



Owners: Owners Karen, 
Dave & Tanner Williams 

Name: Sparkles 
Age: 14 weeks old 
Breed: Yorkie 



Owners: Joseph & Sue Sowmick 
Name: Riley Sowmick 
Age: 5 years old 
Breed: Wheaten Terrier 



Owners: Matt & Sharon Wright 
Name: Suzzie 
Age: 3 years old 
Breed: Boxer 





Owners: 

Angelo & Andre Leaureaux 
Name: Brian 
Age: 1 years old 
Breed: Black Lab 



/+HIPPEWA 
l +AB 

.VV/.V.V.V.ViV.V. 989 - 779-2227 

Available for All of Your Central & Northern Michigan Needs! 

No Distance Too Far! | Enjoy Our Wine & Micro Brew Tours In Traverse City! 


Need A Ride? 

We Can Help!! Lift Van Available 

In Vehicle Electronic Credit Card Processing 

For All Major Credit Cards 


VISA 


• Casino Runs 

• Airport Pickup and Drop Off 

• Seniors 

Airline Vouchers Accepted 

•Work 

• Corporate Accounts Welcomed 

• Lift Vans 

Available with Direct Billing 

• Golf Courses 

• Medical Transportation Services 

•Weddings 
• Party Vans 

With Direct Insurance Billing 

Facebook Us @ Chippewacabalma 

• Bar Runs 

• Ski Resorts 




Adopt a Pet 


Mandy is a ^ t ^ 

1 0-year-old 

Hound/Rott- ^ . » V 

weiler mix that ^ ^ 

is looking for a w , jjfefl 

retirement style ^ 

home. She has 

energy for a daily stroll and would love to 
have some toys to chew on. At the end of a 
long day, she would love to curl up at your 
feet and enjoy a nice nap before bedtime. 
Mandy prefers a quiet household where she 
is the one and only! Animal ID 21298084 


Vanity 


Vanity is a 10-month- w. J 

old Domestic Short- ^ dt j* 
hair/mix. Contrary - 
to her name, she is 
anything but vain, 
although she should 
be since HATS vis- 
itors tell her how beautiful she is all the 
time. Vanity is looking for a quiet house- 
hold with another cat friend. She can be 
active, so she’d prefer a house that could 
entertain her, as well as have quiet cud- 
dle time. Animal ID 24308696 


Available at: The Humane Animal Treatment Society 

1 105 S. Isabella Rd. Mt. Pleasant Hatsweb.org 989.775.0830 Email: info@hatsweb.org 
M-F: 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Sat: 9 a.m. -2 p.m. | Puppies (under six months): $175, Dogs: $160, Cats: $85 
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SCTC students attend 


42nd 




Colleae 


annual AIHEC Spring Conference 


MARY PELCHE R 

SCTC Extension Coordinator 

The American Indian Higher 
Education Consortium (AIHEC) 
was established in 1973 by the 
first six American Indian trib- 
ally-controlled colleges with the 
purpose to provide a network of 
support as they worked to influ- 
ence federal policies on American 
Indian higher education. 

This was the beginning of the 
Tribal College Movement still 
going strong today. 

AIHEC has since grown to 37 
Tribal Colleges and Universities 
(TCUs) in the United States and 
one in Canada. 

Each of the TCUs were cre- 
ated and charted by their own 
tribal government or federal 
government for the specific pur- 
pose to provide higher educa- 
tion opportunities to American 
Indians through programs 
that are locally and culturally 
based, holistic and supportive. 



Courtesy of SCTC 


SCTC President Carla 
Sineway at AIHEC 
Presidents Meeting. 



Courtesy of SCTC 

Gilbert Franco's bead- 
work medallion. 


The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
College is a proud member of 
AIHEC and supports the Tribal 
College movement. 

Each year, AIHEC hosts a 
student conference where all 
students from the 37 TCUs can 
come together to socialize, leam 
together and compete against 
each other. 

This year, the AIHEC 2015 
Student Conference was held 
March 14-17 in Albuquerque, 
N.M., more than 1,000 students 
attended. SCTC sent seven 
students and five chaperones/ 
coaches to the competitions. 
The teams participated in the 
Science Bowl and the Critical 
Inquiry competitions. 

The SCTC Science Bowl 
Team included: Anthony 

Quiroga, Bethany Tarbell, 
Irene Lopez-Casillas and alter- 
nate Maureen Rueckert. The 
SCTC Critical Inquiry Team 
included: Catherine Bouchard 
and Delbert Youmans. 

While the SCTC teams did 
not place in the competitions, a 
keynote speaker at the confer- 
ence commented correctly when 
he said, “all the students here 


are winners, just because they 
showed up.” The students from 
SCTC represented their commu- 
nity well and SCTC is very proud 
of them for participating. 

Besides the competitions, 
special accolades were also 
awarded. The American Indian 
College Fund recognizes an 
outstanding student from each 
of the TCUs as “Student of the 
Year.” Each Student of the Year 
must have had at least a 3.0 GPA, 
demonstrated a commitment to 
the community, and be American 
Indian or Alaska Native. 

The Coca-Cola Scholarship is 
an achievement-founded scholar- 
ship based on a student’s com- 
mitment to making a significant 
impact on their community. 
These students must also carry at 
least a 3.0 GPA. 

AIHEC held a special stu- 
dent banquet to honor the recipi- 
ents of the Student of the Year, 
and the Coca Cola Scholarship. 
Representing SCTC as the 2015 
Student of the Year was Anthony 
Quiroga. Quiroga will graduate 
in May 2015 with an Associate of 
Arts in business. 

Representing SCTC as the 
Coca-Cola Scholar was Gilberto 
E. Franco. Franco is pursuing an 
Associate of Arts in liberal arts and 
plans to graduate in May 2016. 

Franco also entered into the 
art competition. He submitted a 
beaded medallion titled, “Clans 
Nkweshkeage” (Meeting of the 
Clans). Although he did not win, 
he had many compliments on his 
medallion. Congratulations are 
in order for both Quiroga and 
Franco; their success is success 
for our community! 



Courtesy of SCTC 

SCTC students in opening AIHEC ceremony. 


Courtesy of SCTC 

Anthony Quiroga and Gilberto Franco 
recieve their awards. 




Day-Winters, PLLC 

• Criminal Law • Drunk Driving • License Restoration 

• Family Law • Divorce • Child Support 

• Tribal Law • Probate Matters • Federal Cases 

Free initial consultation I Payment options available 

989 - 779-9991 



306 E. Broadway St., Suite 4, Mt Pleasant | da 3 Avinters@gmail.c 0 m 



Courtesy of SCTC 

Team SCTC sporting matching jackets. 



Courtesy of SCTC 

SCTC gearing up for competition. 


Also at the conference, 
AIHEC invited all students to 
participate in the annual 2015- 
2016 Student Congress elections. 
There are 10 student represen- 
tatives on this national student 
committee. These students must 
represent their college or region, 
advocate for the Tribal college 
movement, and serve their col- 
lege community. 

It is with great pleasure and 
pride that we announce that 
Bethany Tarbell has been cho- 
sen for the AIHEC Student 
Congress representative for the 
Great Lakes Region. 


The Great Lakes Region 
comprises nine woodland area 
tribal colleges. As a represen- 
tative on this national commit- 
tee, Tarbell will be required to 
participate in semi-monthly 
teleconferences; attend four 
seasonal face-to-face meet- 
ings, and work diligently 
on service projects of their 
choosing that improve their 
college communities. 

Congratulations Bethany, we 
know you will represent the Great 
Lakes Region, SCTC, and the 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribe with 
intelligence and integrity. 




Positions Now Available! 


Education is a gift to yourself, your family, and your community. 


Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College is an accredited 
public community college that provides educational 
opportunities reflecting Anishnaabe values. 


SCTC confers associate degrees in: 
-Business 
-Liberal Arts 

-Native American Studies 


Lowest tuition in the region 

Student-centered learning 

Small class sizes of 25 students or less 

Free Tutoring 

Financial Aid assistance 

Caring instructors, friendly campus 


USDA 


/."NIFA 


2274 Enterprise Drive Mount Pleasant, Ml 48858 

www.sagchip.edu 


41 Higher 
a* Leni| i 

wS 


Apply today at 

www.migiziedc.com 


Economic Development Co. 
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Kindergarten Teacher Jeffrey receives "Educator of the Month" 


Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribes 
Education Administration would like to 
take this opportunity to showcase the shin- 
ing stars in the department ! We are proud 
of each and every team member within 
our department and think the community 
should know about you! 

Congratulations Susan Jeffrey for being 
selected as the March Educator of the 
Month! The following is a questionnaire 
completed by Jeffrey: 

Which program do you work for? I 

work in the education program at Saginaw 
Chippewa Academy 

What is your title? My title is kindergarten 
teacher. 

How long have you worked for the 
Education Department? I have worked as 
a kindergarten teacher for 4.5 years at SCA. 


working at SCA is being able to work with 
kindergarteners. When I see their faces in 
the morning, all my personal troubles fade 
and nothing else matters to me except their 
learning and wellbeing. 

What is your funniest memory in 
working with our students? I should 
be writing down all my funny stories 
I share with my colleagues so I don’t 
forget them. Not one particular story 
stands out at the moment, but I do find it 
quite comical when kindergarteners take 
things literally, or mispronounce words 
like “feater” instead of “theater.” It’s 
more of a cute thing, I suppose. 

When you were younger, what did you 
want to be when you grew up? When I 
was in 6th grade, I remember wanting to be 
a physical education teacher. As I reached 
high school I wanted to be a film/TV direc- 
tor and professional photographer. 


What is your favorite part of working Do you have any hobbies or special 
in this department? My favorite part of talents? For hobbies, I enjoy being 


Do you have an SCA Alumni Success Story? 

Please answer and submit the following questions: 

• Students Name • Story of Success 

• Years Attended SCA • How did SCA help you acheive the success? 

Please send your completed answers to: 

SCIT Education Department 

7070 E. Broadway Rd. Or email your submission to: 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 challiwill@sagchip.org 


Kindergarten Teacher Susan Jeffrey (middle) 
accepts her award from SCA Principal Marcella 
Mosqueda (left) and Education Administrative 
Assistant II Christina Halliwill as the children 
have some fun on “SCA Mustache Day.” 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


outdoors and spend- 
ing time camping and 
kayaking. I’m not 
sure you would call 
them special talents, 
but I do have a lot 
of photography and 
wood working skills 
up my sleeve. 

What is something 
people may not 
know about you? 

Something people 
may not know about 
me is I worked as a 
professional photog- 
rapher for 10 years 
and as a television 
commercial director 
for five years before I pursued becom- 
ing a teacher. 

What is your favorite movie? I don’t 
have one particular favorite movie. I enjoy 
old classics like “The Sound of Music”, 
and for a more recent one, I would have to 
say “How To Train Your Dragon” can be 
found at the top of my list. 


What is your favorite food? I can’t pin- 
point one particular food that is my favor- 
ite, but I do enjoy a tender steak dinner 
cooked on the grill with all the fixings, and 
Hawaiian pizza is my favorite kind of pizza. 

Thank you so much for being such an 
integral part of our education team! We 
appreciate you! 


M-STEP replaces MEAP testing 
beginning April 13 


KELL I CASSADAY 

Curriculum Instructional Coordinator 

Beginning this spring, students will 
be taking a new state assessment. The 
Michigan Student Test of Education 
Progress (M-STEP) will be replacing the 
44-year-old MEAP test. 

Students will be tested in the follow- 
ing areas: 

• English-Language Arts (Grades 3-8, 11) 

• Mathematics (Grades 3-8, 11) 

• Science (Grades 4, 7, and 11) 

• Social Studies (Grades 5, 8, and 11) 

• ACT-College Entrance Test (Grade 11) 

• Work Keys- Work Skills assessment 
(Grade 11) 


window. It is understandable that illness 
occurs, but please consider this testing 
window when planning any appoint- 
ments or family vacations. 

There are several websites about 
M-STEP that may be helpful to families: 

• The Department of Education 
website for general information (www. 
mi.gov/mstep) 

• Preview of the M-STEP test (must 
use Google Chrome) (https://wbte.drce- 
direct. com/MI/portals/mi/ottl ) 

Teachers and students are preparing 
for this important change. If you have any 
questions about the M-STEP, please feel 
free to contact the Education Department. 


Testing begins April 13 and continues 
until June 5. Each grade is assigned a test- 
ing window within this schedule. Schools 
will send more information home to fami- 
lies as the testing dates get closer. 

It is very important that your child be 
in attendance in school during the testing 


Renaissance 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dance for February: Tia Diamond, Trystan 
Diamond, Erica Hinmon, Seth Snyder, Tyler 
Snyder, Brysen Chamberlain, Katie Pigeon, 
Cordelia McDaniel, Kathlyn Dunn-Anderson, 
Dena Gibson, Nixie Snyder, Elijah Otto-Powers, 
Isaiah Otto-Powers and Logan Van Orden. 


Pullen 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dance for February: Leticia Hawkins, Remy 
Weldon, Caleb Burger, Niikodin Davis, Isaiah 
Rodriquez, Hope Stevens, Isabelle Terrill- 
Leathers, Damey’n Weldon, Ryan Flaugher, 
Kadenn Rose and Emily Stevens. 


McGuire 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dance for February: Arianna Bird, Mackenzie 
Burger, Isaiah Harris, Malakai DeMoines, Aaliyah 
Mena, Aaron Graverette, Kentae Flory, Skylar 
Leaureaux, Giizhig Martell Makayla Stevens, 
Sam Hassan and Christopher Bartow 


Shepherd 


The following elementary students earned per- 
fect attendance for February: Jonathan Bailey, 
Jonathan Cogswell, Lakotah Jackson, Kasina 
Laughlin, Olivia Lawson, Layla Pigeon, Andee 
Raphael, Jacob Sineway, Madalynn Sineway 
and Angelina Smith. 


Saginaw Chippewa Academy 


The following students earned Student of the 
Month honors for February: Aiden Raphael, 
Angelo Leaureaux, Rainah Hunt, Raynah Perez, 
Lawrence Hinmon, Kayden Weekley-Dean, Mana 
Pelcher and Aana Hinmon. The following students 
earned perfect attendance for February: Natalia 
Martin, Niigik Pamp, Joseph Jackson, Prentiss 
Jones, Angelo Leaureaux, Joshua Velasquez, 
Auriah Hunter, Karma Pelcher-Scarlott, Kyleigh 
Scarlott, Felicia Saunders, Anastasia Lada and Sara 
Saunders. The following students turned in all 
homework for February: Angelo Leaureaux, 
Eva Reyes, Joshua Velasquez, Albert Trepanier, 
Alex Grice, Charles Trepanier, Gracie David, Inara 
Cuny, Jayden Schout-Pelcher, Kayana Pelcher, 
Maiingan Miller-Hosier, Quinn Pelcher, Red Arrow 
LaLonde, Landon Pelcher-Harless, Frederick 
Highley, Meadow David, Karma Pelcher-Scarlott, 
Kyleigh Scarlott, Raynah Perez, Alex Taylor, Alexis 
Trepanier, Robert Saunders, Angela Hawkins- 
Gonzalez, Tawny Jackson, Thomas Pelcher, Felicia 
Saunders, Adrianna Garcia, Julianna Garcia, Ariel 
Hinmon, Anastasia Lada, Layla Paul, Lindsay Paul, 
Alberta Trepanier, Adam Saboo, Liberty Morland 
and Matthew Quaderer. 




SCIT members attend final home game 
of Native American Athlete Schimmel 


Courtesy of Tribal Education Department 

(Pictured left to right: Jean Flamand, Hazen Shinos, Alicia Raphael, 
Daniel Wemigwans, Maia Chivis, Brayden Chivis, Tom Tom Wemigwans, 
Bear Raphael, Nathan Isaac, Aaron Chivis, Gimiwan Traver, Dajia 
Shinos, Fransisco Sanchez, Angie Shinos and Shoni Schimmel.) 


TRIBAL EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT 


On Thursday, Feb. 26, 2015, fans packed 
the “KFC YUM! Center” in Louisville, 
Ky. for two special events. Native 
American basketball sensation Jude 
Schimmel played her last regular season 
home game against Boston College. 

The University of Louisville also 
honored Schimmel’s Native American 
roots by declaring her last home game as 
Native American Night. Tribes through- 
out the nation traveled to watch Schimmel 
in action, scoring 11 points for a 77-60 
win against Boston College. Half time 
included a powwow presentation with 
dancers throughout the Tribal Nation. 

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
was also represented in the stands. Fifteen 


SCIT Tribal and community members 
took the trip to support Schimmel. 

Ndnsports.com captured SCIT rep- 
resentation in the stands. WNBA player 
and Schimmel’s older sister, Shoni took 
a moment to hang out and offer pictures 
with the SCIT representation. A good 
time was had by all that traveled to 
watch the Native American basketball 
star and positive role model. 

“The Schimmel sisters are a true 
inspiration to our young people,” said 
Interim Tribal Education Director 
Melissa Montoya. “They are from a 
family that instills cultural pride into 
everything they do. They are hardwork- 
ing athletes that have achieved great- 
ness through higher education.” 

Special thanks to the Public Relations 
Department for use of the Tribal Flag to 
show SCIT pride on a national level. 
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Tribal 



success: MPHS basketball player Caleb Vasquez 


SCA alumni 

(Editor s note: The following arti- 
cle is from the Tribal Education 
department The department sent 
a special thank you to Anita Hall 
of Youth LEAD for compiling 
information from Mount Pleasant 
High School staff) 

Our Anishinabe ancestors believe 
that zoongide’ewin (bravery) 
means to have courage. To have 
the qualities of bravery and 


courage is to recognize our moral 
and mental strength and to do 
what is appropriate. Our ances- 
tors instilled this in all of our 
people but specifically instilled 
this in our young warriors. 

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribal Education Department 
is proud to recognize Caleb 
Vasquez as one of its many young 
warriors. This honor is shared 
amongst those who have worked 


closest with Caleb including the 
Youth LEAD Department, Mount 
Pleasant High School, his family 
and his Tribal community. Caleb 
definitely carries himself and lives 
his life in a way that would make 
his ancestors proud. 

“From a very young age, 
Caleb set the example for bravery 
amongst his peers at the Saginaw 
Chippewa Academy. He behaved 
and acted in a way that truly 
reflective the Seven Grandfather 
Teachings. As his culture and 
language teacher, I was proud of 
his decision to wear his hair long. 
Our students are modem kids and 
don’t have to do this anymore but 
he made the choice, at that time, 
to let his hair grow. 

He was attentive and respect- 
ful to his peers and his teach- 
ers. He was always eager to 
leam his original language of 
Anishinaabemowin and picked 
up on it quickly and naturally. 
Caleb was studious and smart as 
reflected in his good grades. 

The one thing that stood out 
the most to me was his smile. His 
spirit was always happy. It is good 
to see Caleb continues to carry 
himself in a respectful way. With 
all of the peer pressure and nega- 
tive influences out there, it takes 
a strong warrior to resist that way 
of life. I couldn’t be more proud 
of Caleb for remaining strong 


and working so hard doing what 
he loves. He is an incredible role 
model for our young warriors.” 

- Melissa Montoya, interim 
education director 

“Caleb made a big impres- 
sion on me right at the start of 
the season. Caleb learned the 
offense fast and would ask ques- 
tions whenever we learned new 
things. Caleb played both offense 
and defense and started seven 
games for us. If Caleb works 
hard, he could be a big benefit to 
the Oiler Football program. One 
of my favorite things was to dis- 
cuss fantasy football with Caleb. 
We argued about fantasy football 
players on all of our bus trips.” 

- Bill Dennis, MPHS assis- 
tant football coach 

“Caleb is a great example of 
what a young man could and 
should be. With so many bad 
examples floating around in the 
media and real life, it’s refreshing 
to see a student like Caleb who is 
hard working, focused, and deter- 
mined to do well, despite the chal- 
lenges that he has presented. 

He has a great sense of humor 
as well, which acts as a testament 
to his great, well-rounded per- 
sonality. I wish for nothing but 
the best for Caleb and I’m confi- 
dent that he can continue his cur- 
rent trend of great behavior and 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Caleb Vasquez passes the 
basketball for the MPHS 
Oilers basketball team. 

performance in school to become 
successful in life.” 

- James Young, MPHS math 
teacher 

Congratulations, Caleb, for 
all of your physical hard work in 
sports. Great job on your dedica- 
tion to academics, and Nishin for 
continuing to show respect and 
pride for your Tribe and culture. 
Finally, much praise and admira- 
tion for the parental support Caleb 
receives from home. There is 
much to be said for the amount of 
support he is given from his par- 
ents, who are also active members 
in our Tribal community. You all 
serve as a role model family and 
signify what a great support sys- 
tem can be. Again, congratula- 
tions on your success! You make 
us all very proud! 


SCA Ziisbakdokeng 



MELIS SA MONTOYA 

Interim Tribal 
Education Director 

As of March 24, 2015, 
the students and staff of 
the Saginaw Chippewa 
Academy have collected 208 
gallons of maple sap. 

As part of the Anishinaabe 
Bimadiziwin cultural cur- 
riculum, the Sugar Bush is 


Courtesy of SCA 

set up by students and staff. 
Original teachings are shared 
with the students about how 
our Anishinaabek ancestors 
were gifted with maple syrup. 
Academic teachers tie in math 
and science lessons relevant 
to the process of collecting 
and boiling the sap into maple 
syrup. Students and staff have 
begun the boiling process and 
will soon have maple syrup. 


Experience the fascinating history and rich culture of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan at the Midwest's Premier American Indian Museum 


UPCOMING EVENTS: 




T 

ZllBIWING 

CENTER 

OPEN MONDAY 
thru SATURDAY 
10am- 6pm 


Bird Day Celebration 

May 2 

Ziibiwing s llth 


Birthday Sale 

May 7 & 8 

Performance Circle 


Graduation 

May 12 

Collection Showing 

May 16-23 

Artist-in-Residence 


Beadwork Workshop 

May 18-22 


ZllBIWING CENTER • 6650 East Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI • 989.775.4750 • www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing •www.natiYedirect.com 


Act in mr Sky 


worksh 


with Brian Corbiere and Jolene Quinlan 


In association with Native Skywatchers: 
‘‘Reach for the Art in the Sky” exhibit 


ATTENTION K-6 TEACHERS! 

MOTHER EARTH VEER 

Leam about Earth Day and Vild Rice 

April 20-24,2015 



9:30am- 1:30pm 


$2 

$4 


April 13-17, 2015 
5:30pm - 8:30pm 


Acrylic Painting • $35 fee 
(Materials Provided) 

Registration Required • Reserve Your Spot! 

Contact Glenna Genereaux to register at 
989.775.4744 or ggenereaux@sagchip.org 


ZllBIWING CENTER 

f - AwlUXU (Utiwtf. % tpjtM/Ay4 


Pleasant, Ml 
989.775.4750 


per educator 

(with their classroom) 

per student 

(or chaperone) 



6650 East Broadway, Mt. 
www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing • 



* Price does not include tours of 
the permanent & changing exhibits 

Agenda: 

• History of vild rice 

• Vild rice sampling 

• Vild rice harvest 

• Language teachings 

• Hands-on 
environmental 
activities 


bring your ovn brovn bag lunch. 
Catering options also available! 

Ziibiwing Center 

of, (\wkutXU (UJtiwu % UfjWAyi. 



MAY 2,2015 
1PM-5PM 




Pre-registration is required. 
Reserve your space today! 

Contact Glenna Genereaux 

at (969) 775-4744 
or ggenereaux@sagchip.org 

6650 E. Broadway Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
989.775.47 50. www.sagchip.org/ ziibiwing 


1:00 Welcome & Eagle Dance 

2:00 Artist Presentation and Poster Signing by 2015 International 
Migratory Bird Day Poster Artist, Amelia Hansen 
3:30 Wings of Wonder - Birds of Prey Presentation by Rebecca Lessard 


• Bird Banding by Mike Bishop, Alma College 

• Owl Pellet Dissection by Mike LeValley, Isabella Conservation District 

• Information/ Activities by CMU Museum of Cultural and Natural History, Chippewa Nature 
Center, MSU Extension Office, Mt. Pleasant Discovery Museum, Saginaw Bay Birding Trail 

• Children’s Crafts & Cookie Decorating 

• Give-Aways and Door Prizes! 



A 


iyi 


Co-Sponsored by the Isabella Conservation District, 
the Chippewa Valley Audubon Club and the Ziibiwing Center 

ZllBIWING CENTER OF ANISHINABE CULTURE & LIFEWAYS 
6650 East Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 48858 
989.775.4750 • www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing 


Native Skywatchers - Reach for the Art in the Sky 


Changing Exhibit 


Open Now! 


Through September 26, 2015 





I ^^Entertainment 
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Tremblay takes trophy at Soaring Eagle AMSOIL Championship Snocross Pro Open 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tim Tremblay takes his Ski-Doo into a maximum turn at the 
Soaring Eagle AMSOIL Championship Snocross Pro Open. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

The stands were filled with 
excitement as the snow 
machines flew sky high dur- 
ing two thrilling main events 
for the Feb. 27-28 Soaring 
Eagle AMSOIL Championship 
Snocross Pro Open. 

Tim Tremblay (AMSOIL/ 
Scheuring/Ski-Doo) raced at a 
consistent, smart and fast pace 
to win a wild Pro Open main 
event, while Ryan Springer 
(Carlson Motorsports/Polaris) 
completed the Pro Lite class 
sweep with his second main 
event win of the weekend. 

Tremblay has been on the 
Snocross circuit for eight years 
but missed last year’s race at 
Soaring Eagle due to recu- 
perating from a broken leg. 
Tremblay was interviewed by 
the Tribal Observer during 
the packed Saturday meet and 
greet event before his trophy 
winning performance. 

“I really like the track at 
Soaring Eagle and with all the 
fans and the big casino here, 
this is a real deal and I’m happy 
to be here and be a part of it,” 
Tremblay said. “This is one of 
the biggest tracks we have been 
on this year for sure. There 
are a lot of rhythm sections 
and big jumps... The racers 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Snocross season points 
leader Tucker Hibbert is 
interviewed after posting 
his Friday night victory 
by CBS Sports reporter 
Carly Aplin. 

get competitive and it plays 
to developing a strategy for 
the race and how to handle the 
track in a technical way.” 

With fans clamoring for a 
glimpse of the athletes they 
watch regularly throughout 
the season on CBS Sports and 
ESPN Winter X Games, it was 
clear everyone wanted an auto- 
graph from Pelican Rapids, 
Minn, resident Tucker Hibbert. 

“I really like the work they 
have done at the track here at 
Soaring Eagle; it’s long with 
a lot of hills and makes for an 


open track,” Hibbert said. “A 
lot of tracks this season have 
been tighter but the fans here 
are incredible and Michigan 
is an awesome place to race... 
you can feel the excitement just 
being out here. Getting a great 
start at the Friday night pro 
made the difference, that and 
staying away from the roost and 
the snow dust of the other guys. 
A lot of it goes to having some 
solid lines, putting together 
several good laps and keeping 
the momentum moving.” 

Hibbert is well aware of the 
love Michiganders have for the 
sport of Snocross and the snow- 
mobile trails across the state. 

“It’s just awesome racing 
in Michigan and the fans are 
super pumped up and excited,” 
he said. “That feeling carries 
over to the drivers and this 
weekend has a special feeling 
all of its own where you just 
have to be here to be a part of it 
and appreciate it.” 

As a number-one fan favor- 
ite and Snocross season leader, 
Hibbert got the holeshot and 
took a checkered flag for 
Friday night’s festivities but 
found trouble on the ninth lap 
on Saturday’s Pro Open. 

Seemingly out of nowhere, 
Hibbert went down in a corner, 
his sled getting caught up in a 
massive barrage of sponsor sig- 
nage and Tuff Block lane mark- 
ers. Unable to free himself, he 
stood there helplessly at track- 
side tethered to his running sled. 

Tremblay had better luck. 
With four laps remaining in 
the contest, Tremblay clicked 
off strong and consistent laps, 
earning himself his first victory 
of the season. 

“Tucker crashed and I 
passed him and was so happy,” 
Tremblay said. “I didn’t want 
to make any mistakes, so I 
took it easy and the win came 
to me. This feels awesome. I 
haven’t been winning the last 
two years, so it feels great to 
get back up here.” 


Tremblay would walk away 
with the win, Kyle Pallin and 
Logan Christian holding onto 
their second and third place 
positions, respectively. 

Boss Racing/Ski-Doo’s Colby 
Crapo would score his first top 
five finish of the year, coming 
in with an excellent fourth place 
run, followed by Cody Thomsen 
(Arctic Cat) in fifth. 

It was noteworthy that 
Hibbert would eventually 
remount and place ninth and still 
holds a commanding 89-point 
lead over Tremblay in the Pro 
Open overall points, 593-504. 

SECR Advertising and 
Public Relations Manager C.C. 
Griffus said Soaring Eagle 


patrons and racers had been 
looking forward to attending 
the races this winter. 

“The way that our track is 
designed is truly one of a kind; 
last year it was voted best 
in Snocross,” Griffus said. 
“(This year) not only gave 
ISOC more favorable weather, 
but with all the hype for hav- 
ing the best track we naturally 
gained a larger crowd than last 
year. We have heard plenty of 
positive enthusiastic reviews, 
so to keep up with the thrill 
seekers’ demands we’ll be 
aiming for bigger and better 
when we start planning the 
2016 Soaring Eagle AMSOIL 
ISOC event.” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Ste. Jeanne D’Arc Quebec native Tim Tremblay (middle) 
takes the first place honors at the Saturday Pro Open 
podium with Kyle Pallin (left) and Logan Christian. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Minnesota native Tucker Hibbert and his Arctic Cat sled 
takes some air as he runs the Snocross at SECR. 


SECR guests play poker with RCH Motocross celebrities during tournament 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


RCH Motocross Racer Carey Hart competes in the Semi- 
Invitational Celebrity Poker Tournament on March 17 at SECR. 


NATALIE SH ATTUC K 

Editor 

RCH Motocross competitors 
Ricky Carmichael, Carey Hart, 
Broc Tickle and Ken Roczen 
“raced” through the doors 
of the Soaring Eagle Casino 
& Resort to test their luck in 
the RCH Semi-Invitational 
Celebrity Poker Tournament 
on March 17. 

The four RCH racers com- 
peted against 20 players, ran- 
domly selected by SECR’s 
“Atrient” drawing software, and 
an additional 15 contestants from 
radio promotion giveaways. 

After Hart lost the tourna- 
ment, he sat at a near blackjack 
table, chatting with guests. 
Carmichael stood on the side- 
lines watching as Roczen and 
Tickle continued to play. 


Tickle made the final nine 
players before he was defeated by 
Gerald Noble Jr. 

Guests who beat each RCH 
racer out of the competition 
received an autographed helmet 
from that athlete. 

Timothy Spicer won first place 
with a full house in the final hand 
and earned himself $ 1 ,800. 

Daniel Mullins took second 
place, winning $1,200. Third 
place went to Gerald Noble Jr. 
who won $1,000 and a Tickle 
autographed helmet. 

Joseph Judge and Terrilee 
Deroche won $500 for fourth and 
fifth place. 

“The planning process was 
a lot of teamwork from the 
Marketing and Table Games 
departments,” said Jaimie 
Mann, SECR customer ser- 
vice supervisor. “Table Games 
set the tournament tables up in 


the middle of the gaming floor 
and made sure it was properly 
staffed to make sure the rounds 
were controlled in a timely 
manner. Marketing staff made 
sure that the drawing took place 
for the 20 random winners who 
were given a seat into the tour- 
nament as well as make sure the 
top five winners were paid out 
their cash prizes.” 

Mann said several departments 
and employees also assisted in 
making the tournament a success, 
including server on duty Kim 
Jourdan-San Miguel; Jameson 
Barrett, F&B shift supervisor; Pit 
Bosses Jim, Randy and Rachel; 
Table Games Manager Donald 
Morrow and the poker dealers. 

“It was really nice having all 
the departments work together 
for a common goal, and our 
guests loved getting a chance 
to try something new, as the 


majority of them were slot play- 
ers,” Mann said. 

This was the second year 
SECR hosted a RCH poker 
tournament. 

“The Guest Relations repre- 
sentatives that were helping with 
both the tournament as well as 
at the Hellcat Simulator (placed 
in the casino main entrance) did 


a great job,” Mann said. “They 
really went above and beyond to 
make sure that everything went 
off without a hitch. Overall, 
it was a lot of fun and a great 
experience working with the 
guys from RCH, as well as the 
other departments to provide a 
fun and exciting chance to play 
for cash prizes.” 
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Country men Clint Black, Sammy KershawandAaronTippinmakeSECRappearance 


NATAL IE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

Not one. Not two, but three tal- 
ented country musicians graced 
the Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort stage for a March 14 
show. Clint Black, Sammy 
Kershaw and Aaron Tippin per- 
formed their greatest country 
hits to the sold-out crowd. 

Sammy Kershaw and 
Aaron Tippin began the show 
together, each taking turns 
singing their well-known 


songs. Tippin got the show 
started with “You’ve Got to 
Stand For Something”, followed 
by Kershaw’s “Haunted Heart”. 

Both artists were very per- 
sonable to the crowd, interact- 
ing with the crowd in between 
each song during their acous- 
tic performance. 

Tippin told stories of visit- 
ing the military troops overseas. 
He plans on being back with 
the troops this Thanksgiving. 
Tippin performed many of his 
number-one hits: “Kiss This” 
(2000), “There Ain’t Nothin’ 
Wrong with the Radio” 
(1992) and top 10 hits; 
“My Blue Angel”, 
“Working Man’s 

Ph.D.” and “Where the 
Stars and Stripes and 
the Eagle Fly”. 

When an audience 
member offered Kershaw 
a drink, he shared he is 
alcohol and drug free 
for 29 years now, stir- 
ring applause. 

Kershaw performed 
his number-one hit 
“She Don’t Know 
She’s Beautiful” and 
many top 10 hits; 
“National Working 
Woman’s Holiday”, 
“Cadillac Style” and 
“Queen of my Double- 
Wide Trailer”. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Sammy Kershaw tells a story 
to the sold-out SECR crowd in 
between performances. 


“This next song was a hit 
record in 1970,” Kershaw 
said. “There was a certain city 
that refused to play this song 
because of content. That city 
was Las Vegas.” 

That top 10 hit was “Third 
Rate Romance”. 

American country music 
singer-songwriter, record 
producer and multi-instru- 
mentalist Clint Black was the 
night’s headliner. Clint Black 
was solo during his first four 
songs, with only his acoustic 
guitar and harmonica. “Live 
and Learn” (1989) was the first 
song off his set list. 

“I used to do these songs 
in the corner of a bar for 
tens of people,” Clint said of 
Willie Nelson’s “Time of the 
Preacher” and “I Couldn’t 
Believe It Was True”. 

“This next one is a song on 
my new CD that I’m threat- 
ening to release soon,” Black 
said of “I’ve Been Better, I’ve 
Been Worse”. 

Black’s band then entered 
the stage; a drummer, electric 
guitarist and keyboard player. 
Black and his band performed 
“Code of the West” and num- 
ber one hit “Like The Rain”. 

Black said he wrote “A 
Good Run of Bad Luck” when 
he was stranded and snowed 
in inside of a cabin for 10 


days. Black also 
performed a love 
song he said was 
for his wife, Lisa, 
“Something That 
We Do”, and also 
“When My Ships 
Come In”. 

“State of Mind” 
was written by 
Black at 19 years 
old. The live 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Country musician Clint Black per- 
forms his 1989 hit “Live and Learn” 



arrangement was 
altered from the 
original; Black 
said he wanted to 
“change it up.” 

Many of his 
U.S. number-one 
hits were performed including 
“Killin’ Time”, “A Better Man” 
and “Summer’s Cornin’”, and 
top 10 hits; “No Time To Kill”, 
“One More Payment” and 
“Been There”. 

The encore included the 
number-four hit on the U.S. 
country charts “Put Yourself 
In My Shoes”, the number- 
one song “Nothing but the 
Taillight” and “Tuckered Out”. 

According to clintblack. 
com, Black has written, 
recorded and released more 
than 100 songs and he has sold 
more than 20 million albums 
worldwide. Along with the 
guitar and harmonica, Black is 
also proficient on drums. 


during the March 14 SECR show. 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Musician Aaron Tippin 
begins the concert with 
his hit song “You’ve Got to 
Stand For Something”. 


Actor and comedian Chris Tucker showcases comedic chops at SECR 


MATTHEW WRIGHT 

Staff Writer 

A steady stream of laughter filled 
the Entertainment Hall of the 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort 
on Saturday, Feb. 21. Actor and 
comedian Chris Tucker had the 
sold-out audience rolling in their 
seats after each punch line of his 
stand-up show. 

Opener Terry Hodges 
warmed the audience up with 
his playful observational 
humor. An actor and stand- 
up comedian, Hodges is best 
known for his appearances 
on the HBO hit television 
series “Def Comedy Jam” 


and hosting television show, 
“Showtime at the Apollo”. 

Headliner Chris Tucker 
also gained notoriety for his 
many appearances on “Def 
Comedy Jam” throughout the 
‘90s. Tucker landed his first 
major movie role alongside 
musician Ice Cube in the hit 
comedy “Friday”, released 
in 1995. He gained recogni- 
tion for his portrayal of the 
character “Smokey,” who he 
pointed out, followed him 
into the real world. 

“I walk down the street; 
people are always yelling out, 
‘hey Smokey,”’ Tucker said. 

Tucker is best known for 
his portrayal of Detective 


James Carter alongside fellow 
actor Jackie Chan in the Rush 
Hour films. Tucker’s most 
recent film, “Silver Linings 
Playbook”, was nominated for 
an Oscar in 2012. 

According to his biography 
on website www. chris tucker, 
com, Tucker has starred in films 
that have collectively grossed 
more than one billion dollars 
in box office sales worldwide. 
In total, he has starred in 12 
films also including “The Fifth 
Element”, “Money Talks” and 
“Jackie Brown”. 

It was clear that Tucker 
was back in his element, back 
on stage and embracing his 
stand-up comedy roots. The 


90-minute set featured every- 
thing from personal reflec- 
tions, observations from 
everyday life and stories from 
his past. Tucker shared tales 
of his childhood involving 
friends and family, including 
his tough love mother and exu- 
berant uncle. All of this came 
through his quirky and distin- 
guishable voice and animated 
body language. 

For more information 
on upcoming shows at the 
Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort, visit its website at 
www. soaring eagle casino, 
com, “Like” its Facebook 
page or add the Twitter handle 
Soaringeagle777. 
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Chris Tucker busts out some 
dance moves on the SECR 
Entertainment Hall stage. 


Aggressively Defending Your Rights... 

DWIGHT R. CARPENTER 

ATTORNEY 

Criminal Defense Only • Statewide 

H Criminal Defense - All Courts 
Tribal Court - Defense 
Statewide Referrals for Civil Law Suits 

Over 1,500 Licenses Restored! 

FREE CONSULTATION 

Notary and Power of Attorney Services available 
Bi-weekly per cap assignments can be done in my office 

We have more Native American clients than any other 
attorney in the area because we care!! 

We now accept credit cards. 


989 - 386-4114 

2339 E. Ludington Dr. • Clare 



Do 
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Leaders across Michigan convene to improve Native American health 


JOSEPH V. SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

On Jan. 6-7 in Traverse 
City, Mich., the Inter-Tribal 
Council of Michigan (ITCM) 
held a meeting with leaders 
from six federally-recog- 
nized tribes and the American 
Indian Health and Family 
Services Agency in Detroit 
to discuss their plans to 


improve the health of Native 
Americans in Michigan. 

The meeting served as the 
beginning of REACH-Joumey to 
Wellness, an initiative to prevent 
long-term diseases like diabetes, 
high blood pressure and heart dis- 
ease by encouraging exercise and 
healthy eating, as well as lower- 
ing commercial tobacco use. 

In October 2014, ITCM 
was awarded three years of 


funding for REACH-Joumey 
to Wellness by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
and the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services as 
part of their Racial and Ethnic 
Approaches to Community 
Health (REACH) initiative. 

“Native Americans in 
Michigan suffer from some of 
the highest rates of obesity and 
chronic illnesses — like heart 


Breast, cervical and colon cancer screenings 


Breast and Cervical Cancer 
Control Program 

Well Woman Program 

Colorectal Cancer 
Screening Program 

Women, ages 40 - 64 

Women, ages 21-64 

Men and Women, ages 50-64 

Uninsured or underinsured (with 
high deductibles) 

Most insurances accepted 
(including Medicaid and Healthy 
Michigan) 

Uninsured 

Income requirements, please 
contact us 

No income requirements 

Income requirements, please 
contact us 

Cost: Free 

Cost: Preventive services cov- 
ered by your insurancet 

Cost: Free 

Includes: a clinical breast exam, 
pelvic exam, pap test (if needed), 
and referral for a mammogram 

Includes: a clinical breast exam, 
pelvic exam, pap test (if needed), 
and referral for a mammogram 

Includes: screening kit 


(Editors note: The following informa- 
tion is from Central Michigan District 
Health Department. Visit its website at 
www.cmdhd.org, LIKE Central Michigan 
District Health Department on Facebook 
and follow @CMiDHD on Twitter for 
more information.) 

Central Michigan District Health Department 
offers three screening programs for adults 
who live in Arenac, Clare, Gladwin, Isabella, 
Osceola and Roscommon counties. The life- 
saving benefits of cancer screenings are clear. 


Early detection is one of the key factors for 
increased success rate of treatment if cancer is 
diagnosed early. Please call one of our local 
health department branch offices to make your 
appointment today. We will assist you in deter- 
mining which program is right for you. 

Arenac County: 989-846-6541 ext. 13, 
Isabella County: 989-773-5921 ext. 13, 
Clare County: 989-539-6731 ext. 13, 
Osceola County: 231-832-5532 ext. 13, 
Gladwin County: 989-426-9431 ext. 13, 
Roscommon County: 989-366-91 66 ext. 13. 


fitness: Speed matters 


Walking for 

BY JUD Y DAVIS 

4x4 Grant Coordinator 

Here is a quick way to determine 
how fast you walk; instead of tim- 
ing yourself on a measured track, 
you can calculate your walking 
speed by counting your steps. 
Once you have warmed up, count 
how many steps you take in a 
minute of walking (or count your 
steps for 20 seconds and multiply 
by three.) 

If you are walking for 
health, a pace of about 3 miles 


per hour (or about 120 steps 
per minute; fewer if you are 
tall) is about right. That’s a 
20-minute mile. 

To walk for weight loss, you 
will have to pick up the pace to 
4 miles per hour (or 135 steps per 
minute) for a 15-minute mile. 

Aerobic fitness comes at 4.5 
miles per hour (you are moving at 
150 steps per minute). 

As always, if you are just 
beginning a walking routine, start 
out comfortably and build up 
your speed at your own pace. 


Through the Inter-Tribal 
4x4 Grant, we have renewed 
our commitment at the Morey 
Courts for all Tribal Members 
and employees to walk for 
free. Just ask at the desk for the 
Tribal sign-in sheet. You need 
to indicate either your Tribal ID 
or employee badge numbers. 

Watch for the upcoming 
Blue Cross Tribal Walking 
Challenge. We were able to 
purchase equipment for the 
Fitness Center with our win- 
nings from last year! 


Nimkee Fitness Center Group Exercise Schedule April 2015 


Time 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

8 a.m. 

Aqua Fit 
Sharon 


Aqua Fit 
Sharon 


Aqua Fit 
Sharon 

12:10p.m. 

Turbo Kick 
Jayme 

Suspension 

Training 

Jayme 

Boot Camp 
Jaden 

Fat Blast 

Jayme 

CrossFitness 

Jaden 

1:10 p.m. 





Turbo Kick 
Jayme 

5:10 p.m. 

Fat Blast 

Jayme 

Kick & Step 

Jeni 


Beginners 
Running Group 
Jayme 


5:30 p.m. 


(5:10 p.m.) 
Beginners 
Running Group 
Jayme 

Belly Dance 
Deanna 




disease and diabetes — and also 
have disproportionately high 
rates of commercial tobacco 
use,” said Noel Pingatore, ITCM 
principal investigator. 

The following tribes and 
one agency will be lead- 
ing local REACH-Journey 
to Wellness initiatives: The 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe, The Nottawaseppi Band 
of Huron Potawatomi, The 
Little Traverse Bay Bands of 
Odawa and Chippewa Indians, 
The Keweenaw Bay Indian 
Community, The Hannahville 
Indian Community, The Bay 
Mills Indian Community and 
The American Indian Health 
and Family Services Agency 
in Detroit. 

Throughout the next three 
years, they will work together 
with their local communities to 
promote change — from passing 
commercial tobacco-free policies 
to enhancing worksite wellness 
programs and establishing local 
farmers markets — that will have 
a long-lasting positive impact and 
drive down the chronic disease 
rates among Native Americans. 


ITCM Project Manager 
Cathy Edgerly praised the input 
and involvement of SCIT. 

“With leaders and key Tribal 
health staff from Tribal commu- 
nities traveling from all around 
the state in the middle of win- 
ter to attend, this meeting was a 
truly special occasion,” Edgerly 
said. “We were thrilled to see so 
many valued Tribal health staff 
come to the table to address the 
health needs of Native Americans 
in Michigan... In addition to the 
expert presenters who shared 
resources related to the overall 
project action plan, each Tribal 
REACH representative contrib- 
uted through sharing and discus- 
sion. (Nimkee Public Health) 
Director Walt Kennedy described 
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe’s REACH community 
action plan, which includes evi- 
dence-based strategies for com- 
mercial tobacco free environ- 
ments, improved physical activity 
and nutrition, and enhanced com- 
munity-clinical linkages in order 
to improve health and reduce 
rates of cardiovascular disease in 
the SCIT community.” 


4x4 grant awarded to SCIT 


BY JUDY D AVIS 

4x4 Grant Coordinator 

The Michigan Department of 
Community Health (MDCH) 
launched the “Michigan 
Health and Wellness 4x4 Plan” 
in June 2012. The goal of the 
initiative is for every Michigan 
resident to adopt health as a 
personal core value. 

The Inter-Tribal Council 
of Michigan secured fund- 
ing for the third year and has 
five participating sites for this 
fiscal year: American Indian 
Health and Family Services 
Agency, Hannahville Indian 
Community, Match-E-Be- 
Nash-She-Wish Band of 
Pottawatomi, Pokagon Band 
of Potawatomi, and Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe. 

For this initiative, three 
main objectives are the focus: 

Physical Activity Strategy: 

By Sept. 30, 2015, increase 
from zero to five, the number of 
tribes who provide social net- 
works which support increases 
in physical activity. 

Healthy Eating Strategy: 

By Sept. 30, 2015, five tribal 
sites will increase the number of 


venues which provide increased 
access to affordable traditional 
healthy foods and beverages in 
institutional settings including 
work places, child care settings, 
elder centers and tribal adminis- 
trative facilities from one to two. 

Healthy Worksite Strategy: 

By Sept. 30, 2015, increase the 
number of tribes from zero to 
five who offer increased physi- 
cal activity opportunities in 
the workplace. 

Ideas that have been shared 
from local coordinators to accom- 
plish these objectives have been 
very diverse and creative. We 
look forward to your participa- 
tion in events happening in your 
communities that are supported 
by the MDCH Michigan Health 
and Wellness 4x4 Plan. 

Resources: www.health.gov/ 
paguidelines/guidelines/ 

www. cdc.gov/physicalactivity/ 
everyone/guidelines/index, html 



COUNCIL OF MICHIGAN, INC.. 


-NOTICE- 

Nimkee Clinic Dental Department will bill for all 
insurances including Delta Dental for SCIT 
Members, Tribal Operation and SECR employees 
that are eligible to receive services at Nimkee Clinic. 
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Think again, and say “yes” to canned fruits, vegetables and beans 


SAL LY VAN CISE 

Nutritionist 

(Editor s note: The following is 
an article by Kathleen Zelman, 
MPH , RD, printed in the 
March issue of ‘ Environmental 
Nutrition She writes that good 
nutrition can come in a can — 
and contribute to a healthy ; 
well-balanced diet.) 

Canned foods — fruits, vegeta- 
bles, and beans — are the ulti- 
mate convenience foods — nutri- 
tious, available year-round, and 
economical. Yet surveys show 
they are misunderstood and not 
considered healthful choices. 

Historically, canning was 
developed to preserve summer’s 
bounty, and extend food avail- 
ability all year long to prevent 
seasonal starvation. Canned 
foods contain the same impor- 
tant nutrients — sometimes even 
more — as fresh foods, and they 
can help you fit more fruits, 
vegetables, and seafood into 
your diet, at a lower cost. 

Capture a nutritional bounty. 
Many consumers desire fresh 
over canned foods, but it doesn’t 
always make nutritional — or 
seasonal — sense. 

“Fresh produce can lose lots 
of nutrients, especially dur- 
ing the winter when it travels 
hundreds or thousands of miles 


to get to your grocer, where it 
then sits on the shelf until you 
buy it,” said Elizabeth Ward, 
author of “My Plate for Moms”. 
“Fresh, local produce is impos- 
sible to come by in many parts 
of the country during winter, 
so relying on canned foods is a 
practical solution to have nutri- 
tious products year-round.” 

Some fresh vegetables, such 
as spinach and green beans, 
lose up to 75 percent of their 
vitamin C within seven days of 
harvest. Yet canned fruits and 
vegetables are packed at peak 
ripeness to deliver the same 
consistent taste year round. 
The canning process locks in 
nutrients when the food is at 
its ultimate freshness. Further, 
canned foods are environmen- 
tally friendly because the metal 
used in containers is the most 
recycled material in the U.S. 

A canned nutrition boost. 
A 2012 study published in the 
“Journal of Nutrition & Food 
Sciences” showed that canned 
fruits and vegetables provide 
important essential nutri- 
ents, like vitamin C, often at 
a lower cost per nutrient than 
fresh, frozen or dried forms. 
And a study that analyzed 
data from the National Health 
and Nutrition Examination 
Survey found that including 
canned fruits and vegetables 


in children’s diets improved 
overall diet quality. 

“Children who ate canned 
fruits and vegetables ate 22 
percent more vegetables, 14 
percent more fruit, and had bet- 
ter diet quality and increased 
nutrient intake,” said Marjorie 
Freedman, Ph.D. 

Some nutrients are even 
higher in canned foods. 
Lycopene, the antioxidant in 
tomatoes, increases in bioavail- 
ability when heated, making it 
more potent in canned tomatoes 
than in fresh tomatoes. Canned 
pumpkin has less water than 
fresh, thereby increasing the 
concentration of vitamin A. 

Salt/sugar concern? While 
canned foods can be high in 
sodium, the leading sources of 
sodium in the American diet 
are not from canned foods (nor 
are canned fruits among the 
top sources of added sugar), 
according to USD A data. You 
can avoid extra sodium and 
sugar in canned foods by choos- 
ing those labeled “no-salt” and 
“no-sugar added.” Rinsing also 
can help reduce salt and sugar 
significantly. 

Maximize those canned 
foods! Canned foods are the 
perfect addition to your favorite 
casseroles, soups, and salads. 
Not only do they help provide 
seasonal fruits and vegetable for 


pennies on the dollar, but using 
canned foods saves preparation 
time by skipping the cleaning, 
chopping, and cooking. Ward 
believes using canned vegeta- 
bles — especially vegetables that 
are timely to prepare, such as 
artichokes — can simplify cook- 
ing, noting, “I probably wouldn’t 


eat artichokes if they weren’t 
cleaned and cut up in a can.” 

What You Should Know: 
Nothing lasts forever, even 
canned foods in your pan- 
try; most are good for about 
one year. Check the “best by” 
date to make sure your canned 
foods are at their best. 


Everybody's Favorite Chili 

Ingredients: 

• 1 lb 95% lean ground beef 

• Salt and pepper as desired 

• 2 tbsp olive or canola oil 

• 4 cloves garlic, diced 

• 1 medium onion, chopped 

• 1 bell pepper, chopped 

• Vz tsp ground cumin 

Instructions: 

1. Place a 6-quart saucepan over medium-high heat. 

2. Add the meat and brown, breaking it up into very small pieces 
as it cooks. 

3. Remove the meat from the pan, drain and season with salt and 
ground black pepper, if desired. Set aside. 

4. Return the empty pan to the stove. Add oil and heat over medium. 
Add garlic, onion and peppers and cook until soft, about 5 minutes. 
Add reserved meat and stir in beans, tomatoes and cumin. Heat to 
boiling, then reduce heat and simmer for 10 to 15 minutes. 

Nutritional Information: 

286 calories, 29g carbohydrates, 9g fiber, 2g fat, 25g protien, 331 mg sodium 

Recipe courtesy of Elizabeth Ward, RD 



• 2 15-oz cans reduced sodium beans 
(i.e., black or kidney) rinsed, drained. 

* 28-02 can no-salt added diced 
tomatoes, undrained 


X 
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Behavioral Health 

PROGRAMS 

Nog-da-win-da-meg • “Taking care of one another” 


2800 S. Shepherd Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant MI, 48858 

989 - 775-4850 

www.sagchip.org/behavioralhealth 


Outpatient Services 

The outpatient program strives to meet the needs of the Anishi- 
nabek population of children, adolescents, adults and the elderly 
through the delivery of integrated services. This program is guid- 
ed by ideals and principles that are reflective of the Anishinabek 
values and beliefs. 

There are many reasons why an individual may need mental 
health counseling. He or she may have a chemical imbalance 
that is making it difficult to function, which can be aided 
through drugs but may also require some form of talk therapy. 
There may be unresolved trauma that is plaguing an individual. 
In nearly any case where a psychological issue is making daily 
functioning a problem, mental health counseling can help. 

• Individual Adult Counseling & Couples Therapy 

• Early Recovery Skills/Basic Education Group 

• Individual Child & Adolescent Counseling 

• Anger Management Education 

• Intensive Outpatient Counseling 

• Batterers’ Intervention Group 

• Transitional Supportive Living 

• Anger Management Group 

• Anishinabek Helping Healer 

• Traditional Practitioner 

• Gambling Addiction Counseling 

• Adolescent Substance Abuse Group 

• Parent Counseling 

• Group Counseling 

• DBT Group 

• Family Counseling 

• Women’s Support Group 

• Case Management Services 

• Psychiatric Services 

• School-Based Counseling 


Residential Services 

Located in the heart of the Isabella Reservation, we offer 
community-based programs catering to the needs of Native 
Americans who want to begin a journey to recovery. 
Programming is based on the twelve steps and incorporates 
the cultural and traditional process. Residents are exposed to 
the Ojibwe language, ceremonies, Native values and historical 
contexts through our cultural curriculum which is supported by 
our clinical approaches. 

Program Goals: 

• Promote balance and harmony within individuals and the community. 

• Provide services aimed at reducing personal, family, social, physical, 
emotional and spiritual distress to individuals. 

• Provide an environment that is met with honesty, humility, love, 
truthfulness, bravery, respect and wisdom. 

• Provide documentation and evaluation of services pertaining to all clients’ 
activities, planning, management, support services and training. 


Nami Migizi Nangwiihgan 

“Under the Eagle Wing” 

The purpose of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan’s 
domestic violence program is to assist those affected by domestic 
violence in finding another path without abuse. 

Individual needs will be addressed by utili2ing emergency 
transportation to other shelters and case management services. 
We are dedicated to providing resources, safety and advocacy to 
ensure the physical, mental, spiritual and emotional well-being 
of families victimi2ed by violence. In order to achieve balance 
and independence, we as a community, need to re-establish a 
support network of services and resources. 

The domestic violence services are open to anyone who is a 
victim of domestic violence, sexual assault and/or stalking. 

• Batterers’ Intervention Program • Cultural Sensitivity 

• 24/7 Support • Confidentiality/Privacy 

• Group Therapy • Victim Advocacy 

• Individual Therapy • Education and Outreach 

• Case Management 


Provide coordinated professional referral sources as a network of 
recovery support linkages. 


7 7 

Struggling? 

Mondays: 5:30-7 p.m. (Dinner on your own) 

Fridays: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. (Light lunch included) 

^ u 6o aaaa 6 

Come when you can! As often as you want! 

Need Support? Need skill reminders? 

Topics covered include: 

Join us at RTC-Behavioral Health for the 

Drop-in Relapse Prevention Group 

Red Road teachings, step work, relapse prevention 
skills, mindfulness, medicine wheel teachings and case 
management services. 
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Our District One Tribal Elders speak on the importance of education 


(Editor s note: The Elders Advisory Board recently participated in a discussion 
regarding the importance of Tribal students staying in school and to further 
their education for insuring the best possible future for the Tribe. The brief 
comments from the EAB members were given to the Tribal Observer.) 



SCIT Tribal Elder Cynthia Floyd 

“In the future, a person needs and has to have an edu- 
cation to get a decent paying job. Tribal children are 
the future and we need them to continue to learn to 
make good decision for all of us.” 



“I would like to mention to our Tribal students: Please 
do not depend on a future of per capita payments. I 
could see this coming when I served as Tribal Chief 
that it would be necessary to make reductions of per 
capita. The way things look now, the payments won’t 
be dependable after a couple of years. You will have 
to get a job to survive and education will help you achieve that. I went to school and 
learned a vocation in maintenance as a shop fabricator. Working in the technical skilled 
trades, I earned a journeyman card and that’s something you can always depend on.” 


SCIT Tribal Elder Dennis Kequom 


SCIT Tribal Elder Joseph Sowmick 

“I recently had an opportunity to join Coach Kevin 
Ricketts to speak with students about the impor- 
tance of having career goals and continuing their 
education. The dialogue was good and the two stu- 
dents we spoke to were receptive of visiting both 
the SCIT I.T. department and Delta College pro- 
duction facilities to see what is available to start themselves on a career in web 
development and broadcast/cinematic arts.” 




SCIT Tribal Elder Terry Bonnau 

“An education (unlike per-cap) can never be taken 
away from you. Education is something a person 
can depend on and will always be a part of their 
future. It will aid you in establishing life’s goals 
and help to develop a career. So I recommend to 
the youth of our Tribe to stay in school and work 
towards a career you will love.” 



SCIT Tribal Elder Dave Anderson 

“We need our students to stay in school and make the 
most you can of your education! The future of our 
Tribe is in their hands.” 



SCIT Tribal Elder Marie Kequom 

“I want all of our students to complete your education. 
Pick out a goal on what you want to be: A doctor, attor- 
ney, teacher, etc. There are so many different jobs we 
have in the Tribe and we need you. Aim your education 
towards what you want to be.” 



SCIT Tribal Elder Carole Tally 

“Education is so important. Our mind is the most 
important tool we need of our future. As you are 
thinking about this, start looking for the importance 
of what you desire to do for your future. It is impor- 
tant that positive goals are set. I need to focus on my 
Tribe and what I can do for my Tribe.” 



Case Management offered to SCIT Elders 


JULIE PEGO 

Case Manager 


1 Willard Chapoton III, 

David James, Carla Sineway 

2 Mike Frank 

3 Peggy Harris, Laura Yoder, 
Sharon Matthews, Robert 
Sharon, Christine Bird, 
William Bouck, Mary North 

^ Nathan Childers, Judy 
Jackson, Donald Weaver Jr. 

^ Domonic Stone, 

Barbara Poulos, 

Westbrook Shawboose 

6 Shelly Rickert, Mary Russell 

7 Daniel Fowler, 

Roberto Martinez 

8 Francis Douglas, Eleanore 
VanHorn, Daniel Lingford 

9 Josephine Arnold, Lisa 
Snyder, Joseph DeGuvara, 
Janice Wilcox 

10 Sena Hutcheson, 

Wendy Roulo 

11 Barbara Sprague 

1 2 Mary Lynne Chippeway, 
Livingston Colwell, 
Randolph Holy-Day 

13 Vivian Jackson, Karen 
Clarchick, Lawrence Collins 

1 4 Rena Bird, William Quayle 
Jr., Michael Salgat 

15 Laurie Jackson, 

Marietta Stanley 


1 6 Debra House, 

Russell Stevens 

17 Jon Bennett Jr., 

Wanda Lautner 

1 8 Zilda Jackson 

19 Kermit Paul Jr. 

20 Terry Schmitzer, 

Henriette Steele 

21 Raymond Cloutier, 

Theron Fisher 

22 David Bennett, Charles 
Benz, Ethel Lingford 

23 Lawrence Nahgahgwon Jr., 
Diana Trepanier, 

Steven Weaver 

25 Brenda Franco, Linda 
Hudak, Patrick Mena 

26 Frank Gallegos Jr., 

Richard Quigno, 

Darlene Wilson, 

Roy Fowler, Gladys Hall 
Ronald Jackson, Carolyn 
O’Neal, Teresa Reyes 

27 Catherine Jackson, Marie 
Kequom, Alta Arroyo, 
Jovain Shawboose, 

Linda Smith 

28 Josephine Carranza, 
Stephen Bonnau 

29 Robin Dutton, Vincent 
Venegas Sr. 

30 Lou Ann Loiselle, Pauline 
Walker, Lawrence Zocher 


Andahwod Continuing 

Care Community and Elder 
Services is available to aid 
Tribal Elders in many areas of 
their lives. We not only focus 
on the physical wellbeing of 
members, we strive to allevi- 
ate any stressors that might 
come with age and time. This 
could involve care giver sup- 
port, budgeting, questions 
about your medical insurance, 
or how to utilize other tribal 
department resources or out- 
side resources. 

Andahwod has been a 
resource to community mem- 
bers for several years. Now is 


a great time to utilize all we 
have to offer you. 

Case management involves 
an Elder and/or an Elder 
with their family, work- 
ing together with the Case 
Management team to come to 
the best options for you. We 
can assess your current situa- 
tion, set up a plan that works 
best for you, and follow your 
progress over time. 

Case Manager Julie Pego 
and BSW Intern Felicia 
McCrary are willing to sit 
down with you and work on 
different tasks you might have. 

If you have a question deal- 
ing with insurance, Andahwod 
is a safe place to ask those 
questions. Anything related to 


setting up a budget could be 
brought here as well. 

Andahwod has access to 
many other resources that 
might be online or in books 
that can provide even more 
solutions to tackle those 
tedious tasks. We are here 
to assist you in finding your 
best path and get you moti- 
vated towards your goals. The 
best part about working with 
Andahwod is the support and 
advocacy available to you so 
that you don’t have to face 
these difficulties alone. 

Our office is open Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Please call 989-775- 
4300 to schedule an appoint- 
ment today! 


f\nda hwo d Ap n! p vents 


Euchre 

Tuesdays/Thursdays at 6 p.m. | Contact: 989-775-4300 

Language Bingo 

April 2 at 1 p.m. | Contact: 989-775-4307 

Jewelry with Kay 

April 7 at 1 p.m. | Contact: 989-775-4300 

Easter Brunch 

April 8 at 9 a.m. | Contact: 989-775-4300 

Bingo with Friends 

April 15 at 1 p.m. I Contact: 989-775-4307 


Spring Fling 

April 1 1 at 6 p.m. | Contact: 989-775-4302 

• Music, games, photos, prizes, dancing, treats and more! 

• Tickets are $5 per person. Tickets required for entry. 

• Each ticket is an entry into the raffle for a cash prize. 

Elders Breakfast 

April 22 from 9-10 a.m. | Contact: 989-775-4300 

• All SCIT Tribal Member Elders from all districts can 
enjoy a free breakfast 

Bean Bag Toss 

April 22 at 6 p.m. | Contact: 989-775-4300 
**Activities and events are subject to change 
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This April, win yourself some fun in cash. 
Premium Play and weekly grand prizes: 

• Trip for 4 to a magical kingdom 
getaway in Florida! 

• Can-Am Quad runner! 

• Fishing boat and trailer! 

• 2015 Motorcycle! 




WITH YOUR 

MmSm r 

OF OVER 


IN CASH & PRIZES 

7PM-10PM | SATURDAYS 

GRAND PRIZE DRAWINGS 
SATURDAYS | 10:30PM 


CASINO & RESORT® 
. Pleasant, Ml • 1 .877.2.EAGLE.2 • SoaringEagleCasino.com ^ ^ 0 


6PM -9PM | FRIDAYS 


GRAND PRIZE DRAWING 
FRIDAY, APRIL 24 1 0PM 


Give your home the ultimate spring 
makeover! This April, we're giving you the 
chance to win a Backyard Bonanza of prizes 
including up to $1 ,500 in cash, Premium 
Play or the grand prize: a $1 0,000 home 
improvement gift card! 


WELCOME SPRING WITH A 


Sagamng 

Eagles Landing 
Casino * 

Standish, Ml • 1 .888.7.EAGLE.7 • Saganing-EaglesLanding.com ^ ^ 0 


HOME IMPROVEMENT GIFT CARD 


mv Ail 

\< \\\ ill 


SATURDAY, APRIL 25 
4PM-8PM 

$15,000 COVERALL! 

OVER $60,000 
IN CASH AND PRIZES. 


r 
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lr\bd\Calendar Q 

•: APRIL 2015 EVENT PLANNER ? 


Al-Anon Family Group Meeting 

April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 | 5p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-3742 

• Strength and hope for friends and families of 
problem drinkers. 

Girls Youth Group 

April 1,8, 15, 22, 29 | 5 -6p.m. 

• Location: Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

• Contact: 989-775-4021 

Men's Meeting 

April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 | 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

• Location: Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

• Contact: 989-775-2370 ext. 214 

• Open communication, talking circle 

• For adults and young men (6th grade and older) 



■flpril 29, 2015 


Ml/ear year jeans 

in support of Survivors 

and end victim blaming! 


Grandmother Moon and Waywaybinigay 
Bundle Ceremony 

April 3 | Bundle teaching 4-7 p.m., Ceremony 8 p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4879 

SCTC Career Opportunity Day 
April 10 | 3 -5p.m. 

• Location: SCTC, East Building 

• Contact: 989-775-4123 

Family Spirit Support Group 

April 1 5 1 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

• Location: Nimkee Public Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4616 

Housing Financial Workshop 

April 16 1 12p.m. 

• Location: Housing Conference Room 

• Contact: 989-775-4552 

Anishnaabemowin Mnookimi Bingo 

April 16 | 6- 7p.m. 

• Location: 7th Generation 

• Contact: 989-775-4126 

• ALRD will be hosting a concession stand to raise funds 

• Sponsored by SCTC and ALRD 


Stop the Silence: 

Sexual Assault Awareness Concert 

April 17 | 6:30 -11 p.m. 

• Location: SECR Entertainment Hall 

• Contact: 989-775-4400 

• Free event, multiple prizes and giveaways. 

• Local programs and businesses will be present with 
resource tables. 

• Featuring live musical performances by eight bands. 

Women's Support Group 

April 21 | 5:30- 7p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4896 

• Pot roast dinner 

Community Rx Drug Drop-off 

April 24 1 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

• Location: Between Cardinal Pharmacy and Sagamok Shell 

• Contact: 989-944-0495 

• Drop-off unused and expired prescription drugs. 

• Drawings for prizes will be held for those who drop-off. 

Lacrosse Practice 

April 2, 3, 9, 10, 16, 17, 23, 24, 30 | 5:30 - 7:30p.m. 

• Location: Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

• Contact: 989-775-4522 


Gamblers Anonymous (GA) Meetings 

12-step program for people that have a gambling problem. 

Mondays & Thursdays 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Mount Pleasant First United Methodist Church 
400 S. Main St. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Narcotics Anonymous Meetings 

Tuesdays: 6 p.m., Wesley Foundation at CMU 

1400 S. Washington St., Mount Pleasant 

Thursdays: 6:30 p.m., First Methodist Church 

400 S. Main St., Mount Pleasant 

Saturdays: 7 p.m., Mount Pleasant Alano Club 

1201 N. Fancher Rd., Mount Pleasant 


f < TRIBAL COMMUNITY 

CALENDAR 
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[ MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

THURSDAY 

FRIDAY 

SAT. SUN. ] 


• SECR Payroll 
SCIT Per Capita 

• SCIT Payroll 

• Waste Collection* 

*Bins must be curbside by 6:30 a.m. 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Traditional Teachings 

Saganing | 1 1 a.m. - 1 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 

Grandmother Moon 

B. Health | 8 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

M-Step Parent Practice 

Tribal Education | 9 - 1 1 a.m. 


8 


10 


11 


Ogitchedaw Meeting 

Seniors Room | 6 p.m. 

Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Jack & Mary Pine 

7 th Generation | 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Jack & Mary Pine 

7 th Generation | 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


12 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


13 


14 


15 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Youth Self-Esteem Workshop 

7 th Generation | 1 1 a.m. - 3 p.m. 


Donnie Dowd: Sweat Lodge 

B. Health | 6 - 10 p.m 

Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Donnie Dowd 

B. Health | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m 

Education Advisory Board 

Meeting | 9 a.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


16 


17 


18 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Tribal Observer 

Deadline | 3 p.m. 

AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


19 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


20 


21 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 


22 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Earth Day Celebration 

Tribal Housing | 5:30 - 8 p.m 


23 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


24 


25 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 

Baby Moccasin Class 

Nimkee Public Health | 2 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


26 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


27 


28 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 


29 


30 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Emergency Preparedness 

Workshop & Dinner 

7 th Generation | 5:30 - 8 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Talking 

Circle 


Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
Andahwod Maple Room 


For more information contact: Kim 989.289.3088, Roger 989.944.1937 


Tribal Departments: Our primary source for information is the Shared Network Community Calendar. You may access the Community Calendar by going onto the Shared-Drive 
and clicking on the Tribal Community Calendar. This is a very useful tool that we suggest everyone explore. Start by creating a shortcut, then adding an event, enjoy! 
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Observer Classifieds 


Tribal Observer Classifieds 

To place your ad, call the Tribal Observer at 989-775-4010, Email: observer@sagchip.org, visit our office in Tribal 
Operations or mail to Tribal Observer, Attn.: Classified, 7070 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. Please have all 
submissions and payment in by deadline. Classified rates are $10 for 15 words or less, and 75 cents per additional 
word. Any thumbnail image costs an additional $15. Apply to job postings online at www.sagchip.org 


100 Employment 
105 Lost and Found 
110 For Rent 
115 For Sale 
120 Announcements 


125 Miigwetch 
130 Services 
135 Events 
140 Giveaways 
145 Miscellaneous 


100 Employment 


Tribal 

Operations 


Leadership Apprentice 

Only SCIT members may 
apply. Must have satisfacto- 
rily completed 12 credit hours. 
Must provide documentation 
of acceptance at an accredited 
college/university in Michigan. 
Must currently have a cumu- 
lative 2.5 GPA. Must submit 
an official transcript and class 
schedule during recmitment 
process. Must be a full-time col- 
lege student. Applicants must 
submit a declared degree audit 
during recruitment process. 

Bus Driver - Part Time 

Open to the public. Must 
have high school diploma or 
equivalent. Must meet the 
minimum requirements for a 
school bus driver as defined 
by the State of Michigan; 
Must be at least 21 years old. 

Resident Care Manager 

Open to the public. Must be 
a licensed registered nurse 
(BSN preferred), with at least 
one year of long term care ex- 
perience. One year of super- 
visory experience in a long 
term care setting preferred. 
Knowledge of and/or willing- 
ness to leam about and under- 


stand the Tribal community 
and outside systems is required. 

Support Services 
Technician II 

Open to the public. Must have 
three or more years Informa- 
tion Technology help desk ex- 
perience or four year IT-related 
degree and one year IT-related 
experience. Provide Level II 
help desk and field support. 

Elementary Teacher 

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in education. Must pos- 
sess a valid State of Michigan 
Teaching Certification. Prefer 
minimum of two years teaching 
experience and working experi- 
ence with Native Americans. 

Applications Support 
Specialist I 

Only members of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe and/or 
current employees who work in 
the Information Technology de- 
partment may apply. Two plus 
years IT applications/software 
experience or four year IT re- 
lated degree and one year IT 
related experience or four year 
IT related degree and one year 
gaming/hospitality experience 

Secondary Language 
Immersion Specialist 

Open to the public. Must pos- 
sess required specialized unique 
skills include demonstrated 


fluency and knowledge of An- 
ishinabe language acquisition, 
a clear understanding of im- 
mersion philosophy and two 
years experience teaching An- 
ishinabemowin with children 
in a school setting or commu- 
nity setting. Must have a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 

Academic Skills 
Specialist: English SCTC 

Master's degree in adult educa- 
tion, writing, or English with an 
emphasis in reading and writing. 
Minimum of two years experi- 
ence teaching college courses 
in a multicultural higher educa- 
tion environment. Minimum of 
two years experience success- 
fully addressing the academic 
needs of students enrolled 
in developmental education 
course work at the college level. 
Minimum of one year experi- 
ence with administrative duties. 

Seasonal Garden Worker 
Seventh Generation 

Must have a high school di- 
ploma or equivalent. Must 
have a valid Michigan driver’s 
license and be able to obtain 
and maintain a Tribal driver’s 
license. Applicant must have 
experience with all farming 
equipment including trac- 
tor, bush hog, rototiller, cul- 
tivator, plow and disk. Appli- 
cant must have the desire to 
work outside and withstand 
different climate changes. 
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NO MONEY DOWN! 
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Call John Weiss and drive today. 
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Maintenance Worker 
Public Works Part-Time 

Must be at least 1 8 years of age. 
Must have a high school di- 
ploma or equivalent. Must pos- 
sess a valid Michigan driver’s 
license and ability to acquire a 
Tribal driver's license. Requires 
working experience of mechan- 
ical equipment, plumbing skills, 
electrical troubleshooting, and 
construction skills. Must be able 
to work with little or no supervi- 
sion, given proper instmctions. 
The ability to perform manual 
labor for an extended period of 
time and under adverse climatic 
conditions. General knowl- 
edge of various types of equip- 
ment used in building trades. 

Treasury Investment 
Manager, Treasury 

CPA or master's degree in fi- 
nance or accounting with four 
years experience in cash man- 
agement and investing. Must 
have knowledge and demon- 
strate experience in working 
with investments and cash 
management activities. Must 
have excellent computer experi- 
ence using a variety of software 
packages, investment software 
packages; excel spreadsheets, 
word processing, etc. Must 
possess strong analytical skills, 
inter-personal skills and com- 
munication skills. Ability to 
manage multiple tasks and work 
under pressure, to meet critical 
deadlines is essential. Must 
be honest and confidential. 

Tribal Court 
Business Manager 

Bachelor's degree in business 
administration or related field 
with at least four years of expe- 
rience with Tribal Court proce- 
dures, statistics, and operations. 
Must be familiar with child sup- 
port calculations and software. 


Must have an understanding of 
intermediary accounting prac- 
tices. Must have advanced com- 
puter skills and ability to deal 
with confidential and sensitive 
issues. Must be certified or abili- 
ty to become certified to admin- 
ister buccal swab paternity tests. 
Native American preferred. 


Casino 


Director Cage & Count 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 18 years of age. Educa- 
tion experience must include 
a bachelor's degree or above 
in business or accounting 
and five years of casino cage 
and count managerial expe- 
rience. Must have the abil- 
ity to deal effectively and 
interact well with customers 
and associates. Computer 
experience and good organi- 
zational skills are necessary 
As a 24/7 operation, this po- 
sition is expected to work a 
variety of shifts to maintain 
effective communication. 

Security Part-Time 

Open to the public. Open April 

1,2015- Until position filled. 

Finance Cashier 
Part-Time 

Open to the public. Open April 

1,2015- Until position filled. 

Finance Cashier 
Full-Time 

Open to the public. Open April 

1,2015- Until position filled. 

Accounting Manager 

Open to the public. Bachelor's 
degree in accounting or busi- 
ness with accounting minor, or 
MBA in accounting. Five to six 
years experience in the gaming 


industry. Must have extensive 
experience in accounting soft- 
ware systems. Strong working 
knowledge of GAAP principals 
related to the resort industry. 


100 Employment 


Tradesmen International 

Tradesmen International is hir- 
ing Electrical Apprentices for 
full time work in Mid Michigan 
area, Tradesmen is an Equal 
Employment Opportunity Em- 
ployer. Applicants must have 
2 to 3 years of experience in 
the trade, have a valid driver’s 
license, able to pass a crimi- 
nal background check, pos- 
sess verifiable references, and 
the basic trade tools please 
fax resume to 989-837-8767. 


115 For Sale 



Nancy A. Billingsley. Bay Area 
Real Estate. Work Phone: 989- 
686-3300. Cell: 989-737-3194. 
4532 Lentz Rd Standish, Mich. 
House is listed for $134,850. 
1 907 sq ft. , 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
on 1 1/3 acre. Large fenced in 
back yard. For Tribal mem- 
bers within tribal jurisdiction. 


1 30 Services 


Fox Home Builders 

All types of home improve- 
ments. Kitchen and bath re- 
modeling, additions. Experi- 
enced and local. 989-773-4665. 


Summons and Complaint Notices 


SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT IN THE MATTER OF JONATHAN HAWKINS: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 775- 
4800 Summons and Complaint Case No. 14-0-0285 Plaintiff: Gateway Financial Solutions P.O. 
Box 3257 Saginaw, MI 48605 (989)791-2505 Plaintiff’s Attorney: Schisler Law Scott Schisler 
(P48832) P.O. Box 3257 Saginaw, MI 48605 (989) 791-2505 Vs. Defendant: Jonathan Hawkins 
402 Larry Place Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 Notice to Defendant: 1 . You are being sued. 2. You have 21 
days after receiving this summons to file an answer with the court and to serve a copy on the other 
party or to take other lawful action. Please note that if you were served by certified mail or served 
outside of the reservation land you have 28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an 
answer or take other action within the time allowed may result in a default judgment being entered 
against you for the relief requested in plaintiff’s complaint. This summons expires May 7, 2015. 


NOTICE OF SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT IN THE MATTER OF RALPH STEELE: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 
775-4800 Summons and Complaint Case No. 15-0-0029 Plaintiff Check & Cash USA, LLC 
100 S. Mission St. Unit H, Mt. Pleasant MI 48858 (989) 775-2000 Vs. Ralph Steele 8245 E. 
Baseline Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. Notice to Defendant: 1. You are being sued in this court 
by the Plaintiff for a show cause hearing. 2. You must file your answer or take other action 
permitted by law in this court at the court address above on or before 28 days following the last 
date of publication of this Order. If you fail to do so a default judgment may be entered against 
you for the relief demanded. 3. A copy of this order shall be sent to Defendant Ralph Steele 
at defendant’s last known address by ordinary mail before the date of the last publication and 
the affidavit of mailing shall be files with the court. This summons expires July 19, 2015. 


SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT IN THE MATTER OF CHRISTOPHER HARTWELL : 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 775- 
4800 Case No. 14-0-0786 Plaintiff: Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan: Saginaw 
Chippewa Housing Department 7070 E. Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 Plaintiff’s 
Attorney: Jay W. Fields Senior Associate General Counsel Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
of Michigan 7070 E. Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 775-4137 vs. Defendants: 
Christopher Hartwell 6141 E. Broadway Rd. Apt. 4 Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 Notice to Defendant: 
1. You are being sued in the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 2. You have 21 days after receiv- 
ing this summons to file an answer with the court and to serve a copy on the other party or take 
other lawful action. Please note that if you were served by certified mail or served outside of the 
reservation land you have 28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or 
take other action within the time allowed may result in a default Judgment being entered against 
you for the relief requested in Plaintiff’s complaint. This summons expires May 13, 2015. 
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Miles of smiles make for family-friendly fun at Seventh Generation Baby Celebration 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Proud dad Jordan D’Artagnan and Grandmother Julie Whitepigeon 
share a moment with twins Madison and McKenzie. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The Mino Ode’ Singers offer a hand drum 
song for the biinoojins. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

There were miles of smiles as 
laughter and excitement min- 
gled together as a packed house 
of friends and family came to 
the Jan. 29 Baby Celebration at 
the Seventh Generation Elijah 
Elk Cultural Center (7957 E. 
Remus Rd.) in Mount Pleasant 
on the Reservation. 

Seventh Generation Director 
Milton “Beaver” Pelcher gave 
the opening prayer and wel- 
comed the gathering of new 
parents, grandparents, aunties 
and uncles along with the com- 
munity members. 

Pelcher shared the mission 
of Seventh Generation is to 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Tribal Elder Sandy 
Smith made sure every 
baby received a 
celebratory blanket. 
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Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Nami Migizi Nangwiihgan 
Domestic Violence Support 
Specialist Amanda Brock 
and Jennifer Lindstrom 
remind children “There is no 
excuse for domestic abuse.” 


“enrich the lives of the Tribal 
community and our neighbors 
by promoting and perpetuat- 
ing the Seventh Generation 
philosophy through ceremo- 
nies, cultural knowledge, wis- 
dom and our relationship to 
the environment.” 

Five departments were able 
to unite and welcome new little 
ones to the community through 
traditional culture. 

Seventh Generation 

Administrative Assistant II Lee 
Ann Ruffino took family pictures 
to insert them in the handmade 
cedar feathers made by Cultural 
Representative Ben Hinmon. 

“The Elijah Elk Cultural 
Center offers a wide variety of 
fun and educational programs 
for our friends and neighbors 
every week,” Ruffino said. 
“With over 20 years of expe- 
rience in designing unique 
and fun hands-on cultural pro- 
grams, Seventh Generation 
offers both adults and children 
a memorable cultural experi- 
ence that will entertain and 
awaken their appreciation of 
Ojibwe Culture.” 

Nimkee Maternal Nurse 
Anna Hon said this was the 
30th bi-annual baby celebra- 
tion she has personally been 
involved in. 

“Each year, I think we 
can never outdo this celebra- 
tion, but I am wrong each 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Seventh Generation Tribal 
Artisan Ben Hinmon 
crafted special cedar wood 
feather frames for the baby 
pictures taken by photog- 
rapher Lee Ann Ruffino. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


First Nations Canada 
Anishinabe Kwe Marlene 
Syrette shares her story of 
motherhood and why we 
celebrate our little ones. 

time,” Hon said. “The Nimkee 
Healthy Start Program is privi- 
leged and honored to be a small 
part of this spiritual event. In 
keeping with our goals for a 
healthier community, the com- 
mittee was in agreement that 
we needed a message of hope 
for our families who are deal- 
ing with all types of addic- 
tions. That is why we invited 
our keynote speaker Marlene 
Syrette from Batchewana Bay 
First Nations Canada.” 

While Hon and the com- 
mittee agree there is no secret 
many families are struggling 
with some form of addiction, 
Syrette shared a motherly 
message of hope to overcome 
these struggles through spiri- 
tuality and love. 

The Nimkee Healthy 
Start Program and Seventh 
Generation staff provided a 
delicious, nutritional turkey 
dinner. Some of the objec- 
tives of the program are to 
improve birth outcomes for 
American Indians, lower levels 
of stress for families, and pro- 
vide greater levels of comfort 
in accessing and using services 
for American Indians. 

The Baby Celebration event 
helps lower some of the stress 
by providing families with 
very generous donations from 
departments like Tribal Library, 
Anishnaabeg Child and Family 
Services (ACFS), Behavioral 
Health, Nimkee Healthy Start 
and Seventh Generation.” 


Fellow Nimkee Maternal 
Nurse Helen Williams was also on 
hand to assist in the celebration. 

“It was wonderful to see 
all of the families and their 
babies gather together to cel- 
ebrate a gift that is more pre- 
cious than any other gift on 
earth; babies,” Williams said. 
“As a Healthy Start nurse, 
this celebration is outstanding 


because we get to interact 
with the family as a complete 
circle of life. Grandparents, 
parents, foster parents, aun- 
ties, uncles, cousins and sib- 
lings all gathered for the pur- 
pose of celebrating the birth 
of the children. Listening to 
the laughter and seeing every- 
one admiring and meeting the 
new babies is amazing...” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Seventh Generation employee Lacey Mandoka shows the 
kids how to have fun while playing in the sand. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Mom Samantha Jackson 
enjoys showing Mitchell 
Jackson Jr. the festivities. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Sharon Skutt is happy to 
hold “her pumpkin boy” 
Isiah Skutt. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

It’s easy for her son to look 
up to his mom, Aimee Bird. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Ajaina Keshick poses with 
her bright-eyed boy. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Gayla Keshick is all smiles 
as she holds her grandson. 
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Annual Round Dance 

Eighth annual Saginaw Chippewa Round 
Dance brings community together . 



RCH Cafe grand opening 

Motocross athletes join SECR for ribbon- 
cutting ceremony for new business. 


Community properly disposes prescription drugs during 

second Tribal RX Drop-Off 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Mount Pleasant Police Public Information Officer Jeff Browne, 
Tribal Sergeant Scott Bailey, Youth Support Coach Kevin 
Ricketts, Youth Alternative Worker Alice Jo Ricketts and Tribal 
Police Captain Jim Cates pose with the drop-off end results. 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

Second time’s a charm for 
the Tribal Community RX 
Drug Drop-off, held between 
Cardinal Pharmacy and 
Sagamok Shell on Friday, April 
24 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The spring cleaning drug 
drop-off event was a com- 
munity-wide collaboration to 
properly dispose of expired or 
unused prescription drugs. 

Also available for drop-off 
were any pet medications, as 
well as syringes; a sharps con- 
tainer was on site. 

The first Tribal drug drop- 
off in November was a suc- 
cessful run. 

This time, Youth LEAD 
Diversion: Youth Support Coach 
Kevin Ricketts, Diversion 
Manager Guadalupe Gonzalez 
and Youth Alternatives Worker 
Alice Jo Ricketts coordinated 
the event, and received support 
from several Tribal departments: 
Behavioral Health, Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Police, Cardinal 
Pharmacy, Migizi Economic 
Development Co., and Nimkee 


Memorial Wellness Center and 
numerous outside businesses. 

“The first drug drop-off in 
November was a trial; it was 
the first time the Tribe has ever 
hosted that type of event,” said 
Coach Ricketts. “It was in cold 
weather, and we didn’t know 
what to expect. We successfully 
collected 26 pounds in only four 
hours and many people asked for 
the event to happen again. Youth 
LEAD Diversion decided spring 
break was the perfect time to 
host another.” 

The second occurrence 
became larger than the trial run. 

Tribal Police Sergeant Scott 
Bailey weighed the overall quan- 
tity of drugs dropped off. 

“A total of 17.95 pounds of 
pills were dropped off, with an 
additional seven pounds of liq- 
uid-based prescription drugs, and 
15 pounds of epi pen and needles; 
totaling about 40 pounds all 
together,” Bailey said. 

Along with Tribal Police, 
Mount Pleasant Police and 
Michigan State Police were 
present. 

“I think the event went great,” 
said Mount Pleasant Police 


Public Information Officer Jeff 
Browne. “I don’t think we can 
measure the success of the event 
in terms of pounds of items 
taken in. I think we need to 
look at the educational/aware- 
ness part as well. Teaching peo- 
ple the dangers of prescription 
medications, and how harmful 
it can be to the environment, if 
disposed of in an improper way, 
is important, too.” 

Tribal Senior Judge Patrick 
Shannon said he sees a lot of 


court cases dealing with a com- 
bination of heroin and prescrip- 
tion drug abuse. 

“Drug usage is so much 
broader today than it was 30 
years ago,” Shannon said. “At 
that time, we really just had the 
influence of crack cocaine com- 
ing in, marijuana, LSD... the 
access to opiates, either prescrip- 
tion or otherwise, really opened 
up some doors.” 

Drug drop-off I 3 


Tribal Council supports “Pillars of the Community” Committee project 



Nami Migizi Nangwiihgan hosts sexual 
assualt awareness concert. 



A to Z health event 

Saginaw Chippewa Academy introduces 
students to healthy foods. 


Copyright © 2015 Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 
All rights reserved 


JOSEP H V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

A 2015 grassroots fundraising 
effort marks the 50th anniver- 
sary of Community Memorial 
Stadium in Mount Pleasant and 
the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Council received an infor- 
mative PowerPoint presenta- 
tion from the Pillars of the 
Community Committee (PCC) 
featuring the 50 years of sport- 
ing events and memories asso- 
ciated with the facility. 

SCIT Public Relations 
Director Frank Cloutier intro- 
duced PCC Members Jim 


Binder, Rick McGuirk and 
Josh Wheaton to Tribal gov- 
ernment leaders and admin- 
istration during a March 4 
Council/PR staff update. 

In his presentation, Wheaton 
informed Tribal Council the goal 
of The Pillars of the Community 
Stadium Improvement Project 
is to raise $750,000 and provide 
the funds to 1) resurface the 
field at Community Memorial 
Stadium with a modem syn- 
thetic turf surface, 2) update 
long jump, pole vault, and high 
jump locations and 3) update 
ticket entrances to the stadium. 

“In addition to those fund- 
raising efforts, other proposals 


to raise funds include build- 
ing a brick wall in the sta- 
dium by utilizing bricks pur- 
chased by donors,” Wheaton 
said. “Individual donors can 
engrave their brick to honor 
a loved one or to show their 
support or the support of their 
family through this much 
needed effort. The main pillars 
along the wall would be avail- 
able for purchase by larger or 
corporate donors.” 

Binder said additional sta- 
dium improvement funds will 
be raised through advertise- 
ments within the stadium and 
future brick purchases. 
Binder highlighted that 


Pillars of the Community is 
recognized as a Michigan 501- 
C3 nonprofit organization. He 
also views significant financial 
and environmental advantages 
of converting the stadium to 
synthetic turf. 

“There would be lower 
maintenance costs because 
synthetic turf is commonly 
made of recycled materials,” 
he said. “There is also reduced 
labor costs related to field 
maintenance and equipment 
and the fact that turf requires 
no mowing, which helps 
eliminate fuel and labor costs. 

Pillars of the Community I 3 







A message from SCIT Public Relations 

With close to half of the Membership surveys returned since April, there is still time to turn in your 
survey. You still have a chance to have your voice heard and to weigh in on these important decisions. 

Please return your surveys as soon as possible. If you have any questions, please contact Public 
Relations Director Frank Cloutier at (989) 775-4076 or FCloutier@sagchip.org, 
or PR Manager Marcella Hadden at (989) 775-4059 or Mahadden@sagchip.org. 
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Stacy Jo Johnson 

June 9, 1979 - April 8, 2015 

Stacy Jo Johnson, age 35, of Mount Pleasant, Mich., passed away 
Wednesday, April 8, 2015 at Covenant Healthcare in Saginaw, 
Mich, surrounded by her family and friends. 

Funeral services were held at the Eagles 
Nest Tribal Gym on Tuesday, April 14, 

2015, with Rev. Owen White-Pigeon offi- 
ciating. Interment followed at the Denver 
Township Cemetery. 

Memorial contributions may be made to 
the Humane Animal Treatment Society. 

Stacy was bom June 9, 1 979 in Mount Pleasant, the daughter 
of Joe Johnson and Jeanette Leaureaux. She was a member of 
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe and formerly worked at the 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort in guest services. Stacy owned 
her own business selling fireworks at Chippewa Fireworks. She 
had a great love for animals. 

Stacy is survived by her children, Adrianna and Hunter 
Letts and their siblings, Sandy and Katelyn Pelcher; parents, 
Joe Johnson and Jeanette (Dan Metalla) Leaureaux; sister, 
Tracy (Rafael) Terrill-Leathers; brother, Joe James Johnson II; 
nephews, Jason and Steven Kopke; nieces, Sydnee Kopke and 
Jasmine and Isabelle Terrill-Leathers; and a very special friend, 
James Hendrickson. 

Stacy was preceded in death by both grandparents; 
uncles, Bill Johnson, Dave Johnson, Michael Johnson, Elijah 
Leaureaux, and Jim Floyd; aunt, Linda Johnson; cousins, Oliver 
"Ollie" Leaureaux Jr., Brian Leaureaux, Makis Leaureaux, and 
April Leaureaux; and special friends, Timothy Bernard Gardner 
and Johnny Wilson. 



Saginaw Chippewa 

Conservation Committee 

2015 Regular Meeting Schedule 

May 14 • 12 p.m. • Planning Dept 

May 28 • 12 p.m. • Planning Dept 
June 11 *12 p.m. • Planning Dept 

June 25 • 12 p.m. • Planning Dept 

*All times and locations subject to change by committee 


ELDERS' TRIP 

Powwow Homecoming 2015 

Check-in: Friday, July 24, 2015 
Check-out: Sunday, July 26, 2015 

Registration forms were sent out in January. The 
form does need to be mailed in along with your 
registration fee. Registration fees must be a money 
order or a cashier’s check. No personal checks. 

Mail registration forms to: 

Trip Program 7070 E. Broadway 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

If you have any questions call Sheila Leaureaux at 
989.775.4135 or email saleaureaux@sagchip.org 


2015 Powwow 

Date Change 

The 2015 Powwow will be held on 

July 24, 25 & 26 



Check out the 

Tribal Observer 


ONLINE 


www.sagchip.org/tribalobserver 



The family of Stacy Jo Johnson 


Would like to thank everyone who supported us 
during our time of loss. Many people stopped by with 
food and words of comfort; others donated in Stacy’s 
memory to HATS. We had many people who 
volunteered their time by tending the fire and 
donating firewood. We also received many beautiful 
flowers and plants from friends and family Once 
again thank you for the kindness you have shown. 



Report Suspicious 
or Criminal Activity! 


Do Your Part In Stopping Crime! 

Assist Your Local Law Enforcement and 
Narcotics Enforcement Teams in Protecting 
the Future of Your Community! 

Protecting your children, family, community 
and future should be a priority! 



Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 

Dispatch: 989-775-4700 
Tip Line: 989-775-4775 

Bayanet (Narcotics Enforcement) 
Tip Line: 989-779-9697 
Anonymous and Confidential 


Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 



6954 E BROADWAY, MT PLEASANT, MI 
TEL: 989-775-4700 



Project ChildSafe is a nationwide program 
promoting safe firearm handling and storage 
nv practices through the distribution of free, cable-style 
rc |L Jocks. We are doing our part to promote safe 
storage, but we need your help! Call for details! 


LOCKS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE TRIBAL POLICE DEPARTMENT WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. 


ATTENTION 

Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 

Veteran & Warrior Society Members 



Meetings Will be Held 

The 1 st Tuesday of the Month in Seniors Room 
Time: 6 p.m. I For More Information: 775-4175 


For Mildred M. Nahgahgwon 
on Mother’s Day 


Mom, 

It’s been a long five years since you 
continued on your life’s journey 
You are missed each and every 
day. All your friends and family 
miss your smile and the love 
you gave to everyone. We miss 
your kindness and your heartfelt 
love for life. 

We miss you. 

Gilbert and Marion 




The Native 
Farmers Market 

Every Wednesday Starting 

June 3 - Oct. 14, 2015 


Time: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 



Items For Sale 


Seasonal produce, flowers, fish, wild rice, honey 
and maple syrup 


Native American 


Handmade arts, crafts & supplies 




June 3 - Aug. 1 2 | Broadway Housing Pavilion 

Aug. 1 9 - Oct. 1 4 | Northeast Corner of Leaton and Broadway 

7070 East Broadway | Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

For questions and registration forms, please contact: 
Marcella Hadden, Interim Market Master at 989.775.4059 



m 





- ALERT - 

NEW HOURS COMING SOON! 


dm? CZEOHJCEIHS aHE NOT OPERATE 
GID (E© ffUDSCEEHg (23330= 
dtpaMiEm Gff Dnoa Offl] GEGD0 

Note: Nbakade Restaurant will remain 
open dally. The hotel pool area and fitness 
center are also available outside of the waterparK. 
MHgwetch! (Thank You) 



April: 14, 15, 21 ,22, 28, 29 
May: 5, 6,12,13,19, 20, 26, 27 
June: 2, 3 


Public Notice 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police provide law en- 
forcement services under 638 Contract with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). Included within 
said contract; The Burean of Indian Affairs reserve 
the right for "First Right of Refusal" pertaining to 
any complaints against the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Police Department and/or its Officer's. 

As result of this contractual procedure; All complaints 
against the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police Depart- 
ment and/or its Officer's must first be directed to : 

BIA Interal Affairs SSA Justin Wendland 

justin.wendland@bia.gov I 701-250-4545 
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Notices 


Attention youth: Tribal employment opportunities 


LOUANNA BRUNER 

Anishinabe Workforce Developer 

Spring is here, which means summer is right around 
the comer! What are your plans for the summer? 

Now is the time for youth to take advantage of 
employment opportunities. If you are a Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Member and are between the 
ages 14 -18, then you are qualified for summer 
youth employment. 

This year, 57 positions are available through 
the Summer Youth Worker Program. Positions are 
placed in various departments throughout Tribal 
Operations, the Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort, 
and Soaring Eagle Waterpark and Hotel. The 
purpose of this program is to offer Tribal youth 
employment and gain valuable work experience. 

Employment starts June 22, 2015. Summer 
youth workers will be able to work part time for 
eight weeks. 



Look for the job postings this month. All of 
the Tribe’s job postings can be accessed through 
the Tribal website: www.sagchip.org. 

I strongly encourage any youth interested in 
participating to visit the Anishinabe Workforce 
Development office in Human Resources. The 
Anishinabe Workforce Developer can assist you 
with the new online application process, create 
resumes and prepare you for the interview process. 
Please call Louanna Bruner at 989-775-0053 to set 
up an appointment. 


Drug drop-off 

continued from front page 

“We have a flooding of heroin into the U.S.,” he 
said. “It’s not just here, it’s everywhere. Every small 
community in Michigan, the Midwest, across the 
country, and even the Upper Peninsula has an opiate 
problem. And it kills people.” 

Browne explains the significance of proper drug 
disposal. 

“It’s important to the community to properly dis- 
pose of their unused prescription drugs because of 
the environmental hazards it causes... such as water 
supply and contaminating our soil,” Browne said. 
“It helps our local community by making it harder 
for prescriptions to fall into the wrong hands and be 
misused, or even preventing someone from losing 
their life.” 

Judge Shannon also explains why individuals should 
discard their unused or expired prescription drugs. 

“It limits access and safety; you don’t want (pre- 
scription drugs) in the house because you don’t want 
people trying to break in and get them, you also 
don’t want to dispose of them down toilets, either,” 
Shannon said. “About 30 years ago, the issue was 
environmental; it wasn’t so much about drug abuse 
and prevention... the water quality was a major con- 
cern; now, that is secondary to drug abuse.” 

Those who dropped off their prescription drugs were 
entered in a raffle to win numerous gifts: An overnight 
stay at the Soaring Eagle Waterpark and Hotel with 
waterpark passes, Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort concert 
tickets, gas cards and Cardinal Pharmacy gift baskets. 

My 104.3, 103 FM country, 95.3 WCFX, 98.5 UPS, 
WMMI 830 AM, Fox 32 News, 9&10 News, Ten 16 


Pillars of the Community 

continued from front page 

The conversion would also be environmentally 
friendly, eliminating costs for fertilizers and pesti- 
cides which will reduce the chance of contaminating 
groundwater. Synthetic turf also means no required 
watering, which results in a savings of water and 
energy costs.” 

The stadium was built in 1965, through an agree- 
ment between Mount Pleasant Public Schools and 
Sacred Heart Academy. Construction for the stadium 
was funded through the efforts of the Mount Pleasant 
community without the use of tax support or govern- 
mental funding. 

In 1965, the stadium was used solely by the foot- 
ball and track programs of MPHS and SHA. Today 
many other organizations, teams, and events could 
benefit from the stadium. The current surface which 
was originally planned to only host football and 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Attendee, Jan, hands Mount Pleasant 
Police Public Information Officer Jeff 
Browne her prescription drugs to drop off, 
while Tribal Sergeant Scott Bailey dumps 
pills into the disposal bucket. 

Recovery Network, Central Michigan District Health 
Department and Mount Pleasant Area Chamber of 
Commerce were major sponsors for this event. 

“I would like to thank the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Council and Public Relations department for 
their support,” Coach Ricketts said. “Also, thank 
you to all of the community members, Tribal depart- 
ments, sponsors and volunteers for making this 
event possible.” 

Mount Pleasant Walgreens, Mission Pharmacy, and 
Nimkee Pharmacy distributed the event flyer in cus- 
tomers’ outgoing prescriptions to promote the event. 

According to Coach Ricketts, another drug drop- 
off may be scheduled in the early fall. 


marching bands, however, cannot withstand the 
increased usage these events would require. 

Additional synthetic turf benefits would be orga- 
nizations (such as the band, soccer teams, and youth 
football) would now have safe and consistent condi- 
tions for games and practices throughout the playing 
season. The upgrade would also allow physical edu- 
cation classes to be held outdoors on the field. 

McGuirk can visualize a return on the community 
investment. 

“This investment would mean Community 
Memorial Stadium would qualify for the hosting of 
official MHSAA events,” McGuirk said. “This would 
be a draw for the Tribe and the Council would be able 
to see the immediate impact in increased revenue. 
This would be a positive economic impact on local 
businesses due to visitors coming to our community 
for events at the stadium.” 

For more details, to make a donation, or to order a 
brick, please visit www.pillarsforturf.com. 



We want everyone to know 
that we have the absolute 
best, most amazing, loving, & 
beautiful Nana there ever was! 

Happy Mother’s Day 
to one fabulous Nana, 

Lots of love from your 
girls -Kearnin & Rylee. 


Goldie River Stanton 

Happy 

n m 8*rtMay 

Karate Boy! 

Love , Mom & Dad 


Happy 
1 Si8! 

Keep pushing through life 
and you will be just fine! 

I love you more! 

Love, Mom 


Happy 

BiftAday 

Mom! 


Love, your family 


MIEAS Delegate Vacancies 

Michigan Indian Elders Association 

Interested Elders must meet the following 
eligibility requirements: 

• At least 50 years old • SCIT Member • District One 

• Represent SCIT Elders at quarterly meetings 


If you meet these requirements and would like to be a 
delegate for MIEA, please submit a letter of interest 
with your name, address and phone number to: 


Andahwod CCC&ES 
2910 S. Leaton Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Deadline: 

May 29, 2015 


For more information, please call: 989.775.4300 

For information on the MIEA: www. michiganindianelders.org 



High School College 

Name of Graduate Name of Graduate 
Name of School Field of Study 

Name of School 

Submit Information to: 

observer@sagchip.org 

Due by May 18, 2015 
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Tribal Council 


Chief 


Steven Pego, District 1 

Sub-Chief 

Lorna Kahgegab Call, District 1 

Treasurer 

Shelly Bailey, District 1 

Secretary 

Sandy Sprague, District 1 

Sergeant At-Arms 

Ron Nelson, District 2 

Tribal Chaplain 

Jennifer Wassegijig, District 1 

Council Member 

Delmar Jackson Sr., District 1 

Council Member 

Lindy Hunt, District 1 

Council Member 

Julius Peters, District 1 

Council Member 

Chip Neyome, District 1 

Council Member 

Tim J. Davis, District 1 

Council Member 

Michele Stanley, District 3 


Seven Grandfather Teachii 


— Wisdom 

To live with wisdom is to acquire and use 
experiences as guides for making equitable and 
mature decisions. 

— ■ Love 

To live our lives with love is to understand our 
capacity to realize, empathize, and nurture the 
needs of others, 

owin ~ Respect 

To live with respect is to give mutual 
consideration for shared and differing ideas as 
well as for the world around us, 

— Bravery 

To be brave and have courage is to recognize our 
moral and mental strength and to do what is 
appropriate. 

~ Honesty 

To be honest is to recognize that we have the 
ability to live our lives with honor and integrity. 

~ Humility 

To live with humility is to recognize that we are 
all equal, we all make mistakes, we all like to 
have our success rewarded and to put others 
before ourselves. 

Deb we ~ Truth 

To live in truth is to recognize the difference 
between right and wrong and to be faithful to 
ourselves as well as the world around us even 
when the right way is not the easiest way. 



SCIT Powwow logo contest winners 


CRAIG G RAVERATTE 

SCIT Powwow Committee Member 

The Saginaw Chippewa Powwow Committee held its 
annual logo contest to determine the design for this year’s 
powwow T-shirts. The logo is designed around this year’s 
theme of “Honoring the Water.” 

The Powwow Committee met Friday, April 10 to select 
winners from the 19 entries from Tribal and community 
members. 

It was a tough decision and the committee selected the 
top three designs. 

The first place winner is Amy Motz, she will receive 
$200, along with a hoodie/T-shirt with her design on this 
year’s shirts. 

Second place goes to Culver Judson who will receive 
$30, along with this year’s powwow T-shirt. Third place 
went to Joe Syrette who will receive $20 and the T-shirt. 

The committee is deciding on this year’s hoodie and 
T-shirt colors. 

We would like to thank all of the contest participants, 
encourage you to continue with your artwork designs and 
hope to see your submissions for next year’s contest. 


3 1 ST nnnum 



The first place 2015 SCIT Powwow logo was 
designed by Amy Motz. 


“Citizen scientists” needed to report Michigan 
reptile and amphibian sightings 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

Heather Shaw, wildlife biologist for the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan, is suggesting 
residents of tribal, public or private land report any 
sightings of reptiles or amphibians to the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR). 

The Michigan DNR is calling all “citizen sci- 
entists” to help collect vital information about 
Michigan’s turtles, frogs, toads, snakes, salamanders, 
lizards, etc. to the Herp Atlas Project. 

The Herp Atlas Project is the first statewide 
inventory of reptiles and amphibians ever con- 
ducted in Michigan. It documents the distribution of 
Michigan’s amphibians and reptiles, known as her- 
petofauna or “herps.” 

“Participating in citizen science is a great learn- 
ing opportunity for all ages,” Shaw said. “Reporting 
information on reptiles and amphibians in the spring 
helps citizens learn how to identify local species in 
their own backyard.” 

“Citizen science is research conducted by amateur 
scientists,” she said. “This is an exciting growing 
trend among several agencies and organizations that 
have large amounts of data to collect and may be lim- 
ited by time or funds.” 

The project is managed by Herpetological 
Resource and Management. Citizen scientists can 
enter their sightings online at miherpatlas.org. The 
website also includes directions for the mobile appli- 
cation available for download. 


“We need information on all species, no mat- 
ter how common or rare they are,” said Herp Atlas 
Project Coordinator Lori Sargent in a press release. 

Although local surveys have been performed in 
several areas, the Herp Atlas is conducted throughout 
multiple years. Species observations and data will 
continue to be collected and mapped to evaluate spe- 
cies’ distribution throughout Michigan. 

“With continued effort, we can document changes 
in herp populations,” Sargent said. 

In addition to miherpatlas.org, submission instruc- 
tions can be obtained by emailing SargentL@michi- 
gan.gov, calling 517-284-6216 or writing DNR 
Wildlife Division, Herp Atlas, P.O. Box 30444, 
Lansing, MI 48909. 

Observations must be verified by a knowledge- 
able source or by submission of a photo or audio 
recording. Animals should NOT be killed for the 
purpose of identification. 

“Amphibians are especially sensitive to changes 
in the environment; pollution, contaminants, disease, 
etc.,” Shaw said. “As such, their presence is a great 
indication of a healthy ecosystem. Managers can then 
take this information and incorporate it into focal 
areas for restoration.” 

Citizen scientists are encouraged to attend the 
Herp Atlas Project’s first “Herpathon”, a volunteer 
event to help identify reptiles and amphibians on 
Saturday, May 16 at Port Sheldon Natural Area in 
Ottawa County. Preregistration is required. For more 
information or to register, visit www.miottawa.org/ 
Parks or call 616-786-4847. 


Tribal Observer 

Boozhu! The Tribal Observer, a monthly newspaper, is published on the first of each month. 

To contact Tribal Observer staff, please call 989-775-4010, or email: obsorver@sagchip.org. 

To change your mailing address, please contact the Tribal Clerk’s office at 989-775-4055. 
Community advertisements will not be accepted over the phone. 

Submissions from the Tribal community 
are encouraged and can be sent to: 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
c/o Tribal Observer 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

Subscription rates are $30 per year. 

Story ideas, articles and photographs from the community are always welcome. The Tribal Observer reserves the 
right to edit and/or refuse any submissions or advertisements for publication. The Tribal Observer is published 
by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan and is subject to an editorial review process. 

The views expressed within the Tribal Observer do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tribal Observer, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe, the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council, The Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort or its employees 
or any other enterprise of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. The Tribal Observer works to uphold the highest 
integrity in news reporting and supports the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968. 



Native American Journalist* Association 


Tribal Observer Advertising 

If you would like to advertise your business, please contact the Tribal Observer at 
989-775-4010 for more information. 

Announcements - Including birthday, wedding, engagement, congratulations, etc., costs $10 and is open to 
Tribal members, community members and employees. Double-sized announcements are $20. 

Political ads - All political ads will be 1/4 page and have a red border stating as such. The cost is $500. Political 
ads may include, but are not limited to: any opinion or advertisement that is political in nature, and/or any Letter 
to the Editor that does not conform to guidelines. 


Tribal Observer Subscription Form 

Please send $30 for the annual subscription. Checks may be made out to SCIT. 


Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip code: 


Please mail form to: 

Tribal Observer 
Attn: Subscriptions 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Contact Information: 

Phone: 989-775-4010 
Email: Observer@Sagchip.org 

www.Sagchip.org/TribalObserver 
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Fairbanks offers heartfelt letter of thanks to the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Anthony Fairbanks is honored with a quillbox basket from the 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council. (Pictured left to right: Chip 
Neyome, Jennifer Wassegijig, Shelly Bailey, Sub-Chief Lorna 
Kahgegab Call, Tim Davis, Chief Steven Pego, Fairbanks, 
Julius Peters, Delmar Jackson Sr. and Sandy Sprague.) 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

On Feb. 11, Anthony Fairbanks 
enjoyed some Saginaw 
Chippewa hospitality as the 
superintendent for the Little 
Wound School District in 
Kyle, S.D. toured many Tribal 
facilities and met in Council 
Chambers with Tribal Council. 

Fairbanks is an Ojibwe 
from the Red Lake and White 
Earth Indian Reservations 
of Minnesota and a former 
Central Michigan University 
football player. During his 
CMU athletic career, Fairbanks 
played on two Mid-American 
Conference Championship 
teams in 1979 and 1980. 

He was recently selected 
as the honorary captain at the 


Oct. 4, 2014 CMU football 
game against Ohio University. 

An advocate of educa- 
tion for more than 30 years, 
Fairbanks previously served as 
superintendent for the Laguna 
Department of Education, an 
assistant professor for New 
Mexico State University, 
Native American development 
specialist for the University of 
Wisconsin, elementary school 
principal, dean of students, 
middle and high school foot- 
ball coach, consultant to the 
Blandin Foundation and exec- 
utive director of the American 
Heart Association for Montana 
and Alaska. 

Fairbanks referenced the 
warm reception he received 
from the Tribal community 
during his stay sent Tribal 
Council a letter of grattitude. 


March 25, 2015 

Dear Tribal Council Members, 

Thank you for the warm 
reception during my visit to 
Mount Pleasant last month. 
I appreciated the opportunity 
to meet you and I enjoyed our 
dialogue. 

As highlighted within our 
conversation, my compli- 
ments to you as the Tribal 
leaders for all the work you 
do. Your positive and support- 
ive leadership as the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribal 
Council is outstanding within 
the Mount Pleasant commu- 
nity and your outreach efforts 
are second to none. 

I greatly appreciated the tour 
of your Nimkee Wellness and 
Medical Clinic as well. I wish 


I could have stayed longer for 
a more extensive visit, but per- 
haps there will be another time 
within the near future. 

Thank you also for the gifts 
presented to me as well. It was 
truly an honor to receive such 
traditional and meaningful gifts. 


Please feel free to contact 
me if there is anything I can 
do for you or if you have any 
activities or programs I can be 
of assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Anthony Fairbanks 


“Honor the Earth” Director Winona LaDuke pays Tribal Council a visit 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Native American activist and “Honor the Earth” 
Executive Director Winona LaDuke (fourth from the left) 
paid a visit to the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council on 
Thursday, April 16 to discuss fracking. 


N ATA L IE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

Winona LaDuke, American 
activist, environmentalist, econo- 
mist, and writer known for her 
work on tribal lands claim, pres- 
ervation and sustainable develop- 
ment, paid a visit to the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Council on 
Thursday, April 16. 

LaDuke is the “Honor 
the Earth” executive direc- 
tor. According to honorearth. 
org, Honor the Earth creates 
awareness and support for 
Native environmental issues 
and develops needed financial 
and political resources for the 
survival of sustainable Native 


communities. These resources 
are developed by using music, 
the arts, the media, and 
Indigenous wisdom to ask 
people to recognize the joint 


dependency on Earth and be a 
voice for those not heard. 

Tribal Council previously 
donated $1,500 to LaDuke for an 
Honor the Earth contribution. 


On her way to Grand Traverse 
to discuss awareness of pipe- 
line fracking, LaDuke visited 
Council to thank them for the 
donation and to give updates on 
her development. 

LaDuke discussed facing 
pipelines and oil barrels placed 
within her tribe, and the fact oil 
barrels are headed to Michigan 
in the future. 

“The reason I’m here is you 
are far away from my reserva- 
tion, but the (pipeline) problem 
is coming here,” LaDuke said. 
“What’s going on in my reser- 
vation will affect you all.” 

LaDuke plans to horseback 
ride along the pipeline route. 
This will be her third year 


riding. She encouraged SCIT 
Members to join, and a horse 
and wagon is needed. She said 
the ride is scheduled the last 
week of August into September. 

After the thank you and 
presentation, Chief Steven 
Pego honored LaDuke with a 
Pendleton blanket containing 
the SCIT logo. 

LaDuke is an Anishinaabekwe 
enrolledmemberoftheMississippi 
Band of Anishinaabeg. She 
lives and works on White Earth 
Reservations in Minnesota. In 
1999 and 2000, LaDuke ran 
as the vice-presidential can- 
didate with Ralph Nader on 
the Green Party of the United 
States ticket. 


for the Native Farmers Market coming in 


New pavilion 

MARCELLA HADDEN 

Public Relations Manager 

As you may know, a new 
pavilion will be built for the 
Saginaw Chippewa Native 
Farmers Market on the Isabella 
Reservation. This was made 
possible through a USD A Rural 
Development grant of $200,000. 

The project completion date is 
scheduled for Aug. 19 and will be 


built on the comer of Broadway 
and Leaton roads. Until then, 
the market will be held at the 
Housing Pavilion on Broadway. 

The market is scheduled 
for every Wednesday starting 
June 3, 2015, and will end on 
Wednesday, Oct. 14, 2015, at the 
new location. The market will 
start at 10 a.m. and end by 2 p.m. 
However, some vendors may 
keep longer hours. 


The goal of the Native Farmers 
Market is to provide fresh sea- 
sonal and locally grown produce 
to the community. Items such as 
honey, maple symp, wild rice and 
eggs will be available, and the list 
will grow as the market continues 
to expand. 

This year, we will again be 
allowing the sale of jams and 
bottled goods as long as it is 
in compliance with the State 


Cottage Foods Industry Law. 
This involves having a printed 
label on the food stating that 
the food is “made in a facility 
not inspected by the Michigan 
Department of Agriculture & 
Rural Development.” 

The Native Farmer’s Market is 
a member of MIFMA (Michigan 
Farmer’s Market Association). To 
find other markets in Michigan, 
please visit: www.mifma.org. 


August 2015 

The market is currently 
seeking Native American 
artisans to sell their art. This 
is what will make the mar- 
ket unique. Remember that 
art is different from crafts. 
Interested vendors and/or 
community members who 
want be part of the committee, 
can contact Marcella Hadden, 
public relations manager at 
989 - 775 - 4059 . 



Member 

Business 

Loans 


Think of us next time 
you need money for 
your business! 




ICCU AA/V. 

Isabella Community 
Credit Union 


989.773.5927 • ICCUonline.com 

2400 Isabella Rd • 102 E Broadway • 2100 E Remus, Mt Pleasant 


Driver’s License Restoration 


Are You Without a 
Driver’s License? 

Attorney Todd Levitt has 
been restoring Michigan 
driving privileges for more 
than 20 years. 





Levitt Law Firm 

ATTORNEY TODD L. LEVITT 


CentralMichiganLawyer.com 

CentralMichiganLawyer@gmail.com 
600 E Broadway, Mt Pleasant, MI 48858 


Call today, for a free consoltation 

989.772.6000 

The Todd L. Levitt Law Show 

Tune in to 98.5 WUPS weekly on Sunday mornings 
from 9 to 10 a.m. Each week the show features new 
guests on hot legal topics with a major twist of humor. 
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Eighth annual Round Dance delivers strong Anishinaabe message 


JOSEPH V. SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

The Saginaw Chippewa Round 
Dance has built a reputation 
that is well known by people 
far and wide as the one round 
dance in the area that does 
things as close to the originals 
as possible. 

On March 13-14, the drum- 
mers, singers, round dancers, 
vendors and family delivered 
a strong message of tradition 
and culture and what it means 
to be Anishinaabe. 

Saginaw Chippewa Academy 
Anishnaabe Bimaadziwin 
Teachers Nathan Isaac, Aaron 
Chivis, “Bud” Day and Matthew 
“Cub” Sprague joined their Niij, 
Stickman Joe Syrette, as they 
coordinated the community 
gathering. 

“On Saturday night, we 
began with a pipe ceremony 
and feast,” Isaac said. “The 
feast was placed upon the floor 
on the color red. This is also 
done during traditional spirit 
feasts. The color red represents 
our mother, the Earth. The food 
is placed upon her as these gifts 
of food all came from her. The 
food was smudged, a spirit 
plate was made and Tribal 
Elder George Martin was given 
semaa to speak for the food. As 
the planning team and orga- 
nizers, we wanted the feast to 
be a highlighted point in the 
evening. We wanted to demon- 
strate points of the traditional 
spirit feast. The round dance is 


about remembering our loved 
ones who have passed on. The 
feast was mainly for them and 
we were all just fortunate to be 
able to share it with them.” 

World-class hand drum sing- 
ers across Canada and the United 
States converged at the Eagles 
Nest Tribal Gym as ReZonance 
Production once more provided 
a live recording and web stream 
of the action for social media. 

Invited Canadian dignitar- 
ies included Alberta drum- 
mers Arnold Alexis and 
Wayne Moberly; Dezi Chocan 
and Biddy Keewatin from 
Saskatchewan; Dan Isaac 
from Quebec and four drum- 
mers from Ontario; Matt Isaac, 
Nathan Roy, Gabe Gaudet and 
Elijah Stevens. 

Invited U.S. singers included 
Hokie Clairmont, Opie and Hallo 
Day from Minnesota, James 
Stephenson from Texas and 
Jermaine Bell from Wyoming. 

SCA Principal Marcella 
Mosqueda and teachers came out 
in support of their students who 
were gifted with a certificate and 
an honor song at the Saturday 
Round Dance festivities. 

“Each year, one gwiizens 
(boy) and one kwezens (girl) 
from each SCA class is cho- 
sen and honored at the annual 
Round Dance,” Mosqueda said. 
“They are chosen for their hard 
work, academic achievements 
and strong participation in 
Anishnaabe Bimaadziwin class. 
Our academic teachers and 
AB teachers had some tough 


decisions to make this year and 
I am so proud of each and every 
one of our Academy students.” 

The honored SCA stu- 
dents were pre-kindergar- 
teners: Zhaabwii Pamp- 

Ettinger and Donovan Harris; 
Kindergarten: Syriana Smith 
and Angelo Leaureaux; 1st 
Grade: Kayana Pelcher and 
Quinn Pelcher; 2nd Grade: 
Fredrick Highley and Meadow 
David; 3rd Grade: Raymond 
Pelcher and Felicia Saunders; 
4th Grade: Paul Shomin and 
Julianna Garcia; 5th Grade: 
Mnookmi Massey and Jacob 
Williams; and 6th Grade: Lars 
George and Liberty Morland. 

Isaac mentions a somber 
and very powerful point in 
the evening was the memorial 
song offered just before the 
midnight lunch. 

“All those who have suf- 
fered a loss in the past year 
or years, were encouraged 
to come out for the song,” he 
said. “Many people e-mailed 
in a photo of their loved ones 
and the slideshow was on dis- 
play most of the night and 
during the memorial song... I 
had tears in my own eyes for 
the losses I’ve felt over the 
years... It is a great, positive 
and healthy way to release the 
feeling of loss. Following the 
memorial song, a very beautiful 
prayer was shared by our fluent 
Anishnaabemowin speaking 
emcee, Mike Sullivan of Lac 
Courte Oreilles, Wisconsin. 
I recall the gym was so quiet 
during the time of prayer. Then 
the celebration of life contin- 
ued until 5:30 a.m. with joyful 
and energizing songs.” 

Through Facebook and ver- 
bal comments, the SCA AB 
Team organizers confirmed 
they have been told that this 
was “the round dance of the 
year” for many people. These 
comments came from people 
who attend cultural gather- 
ings and round dances across 
Indian Country regularly. The 
team believes much of the 
success is due to the many 
traditional aspects that have 
been incorporated into this 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Drummers, dancers and the community came together 
in the Eagles Nest Tribal Gym in celebration of the eighth 
annual Saginaw Chippewa Round Dance. 



SCIT celebrates 35 years of gaming 


Observer photos by Natalie Shattuck 

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan celebrated its 35th gaming anniversary on 
Friday, April 24. At 1 :30 p.m., on the Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort gaming floor, Tribal Council 
Sub-Chief Loma Kahgegab Call, Treasurer Shelly Bailey, Chaplain Jennifer Wassegijig, Julius 
Peters and Lindy Hunt, and SECR Marketing and Entertainment Director Raul Venegas wel- 
comed guests, explained the date’s importance and cut the anniversary cake. The SECR Food 
and Beverage department offered complimentary cupcakes for guests in honor of the anniversary. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

All of the men stand together with their hand drums, 
preparing to share the “heartbeat of our nation.” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The Saginaw Chippewa Academy students receive a high 
honor as their parents, teachers, and community recog- 
nize their academic achievements. 


year’s round dance as well 
as the line-up of world class, 
champion singers. 

This event would not have 
been possible without massive 
support of many caring individu- 
als, departments and organiza- 
tions. The eighth annual Round 
Dance Committee would like to 
say “miigwetch” to the following: 

• The Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Council for their contin- 
ued support. 

• Tonya Jackson and the 
Saginaw Chippewa Youth Council 
for all of their devoted work. 

• Youth LEAD Diversion for 
the feast sponsorship. 

• SCIT Public Relations for 
the lodging sponsorship for all 
the invited singers. 

• Christina Halliwill and 
her kitchen crew for the feast 
preparation. 

• The Kabob Stop for donat- 
ing and preparing the midnight 
lunch. 

• The Anishnaabe Language 
Revitalization Department for 
the emcee sponsorship. 

• Angel Jackson for the con- 
tributions and assisting with the 
lodging. 


• Ziibiwing Cultural Society 
for the sponsorship, 

• The Women’s Professional 
Billiards Association (WPBA) 
for the sponsorship. 

• Iliana Bennett for the 
contributions. 

• Community members who 
brought food for the feast. 

• The local singers for com- 
ing to support the invited sing- 
ers and their songs. 

• SCA teachers and staff who 
came to support the SCA stu- 
dent honoring ceremony. 

• Chief Steven Pego and 
his wife, Mae, for attending 
and providing spot-dance cash 
prizes. 

• SCIT Tribal Administration 
for their support. 

• Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Police Department for checking 
in and making sure everything 
was safe. 

• SCIT Tribal Maintenance 
for the work and clean-up 
assistance. 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Round Dance is traditionally 
always the second weekend of 
the March. 




Associates, PLLC 

Damian S. Fisher 


"The lawyer in 
yeur family" 


Tribal Elder 215 West Broadway 

grayskypllc@gmail.cam (989) 423-5625 
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Qualifying 

(Editor s note: The following arti- 
cle is provided by Medicare.gov, 
the information was submitted by 
the SCIT At-Large Department.) 

How do I know if I’m eligible 
for Medicare? 

You are eligible for Medicare 
if you are a U.S. citizen, 65 
or older who has paid into 
Medicare for at least 10 years 
through your job or through 
self-employment “taxes.” 

If you didn’t pay Medicare 
taxes but are 65 or older, you 
may be able to buy a Medicare 


plan. If you are not yet 65, you 
are eligible for Medicare if you 
have kidney failure that requires 
dialysis or a transplant, or you 
have a permanent disability (by 
Medicare criteria). 

When you're first eligible for 
Medicare, you have a seven- 
month initial enrollment period to 
sign up for Part A and/or Part B. 

Between Jan. 1 to March 31 
each year 

If you didn't sign up for Part 
A and/or Part B (for which you 
must pay premiums) when you 


were first eligible, and you aren’t 
eligible for a special enrollment 
period (see below), you can sign 
up during the general enrollment 
period between Jan. 1 -March 31 
each year. 

Your coverage will start July 
1. You may have to pay a higher 
premium for late enrollment in 
Part A and/or a higher premium 
for late enrollment in Part B. 

Special circumstances (special 
enrollment periods) 

Once your initial enrollment 
period ends, you may have the 


chance to sign up for Medicare 
during a special enrollment 
period. If you're covered under a 
group health plan based on cur- 
rent employment, you have a spe- 
cial enrollment period to sign up 
for Part A and/or Part B any time 
as long as you or your spouse (or 
family member if you're disabled) 
is working, and you're covered by 
a group health plan through the 
employer/union. 

You also have an eight-month 
special enrollment period to 
sign up for Part A and/or Part B 
that starts the month after the 


employment ends or the group 
health plan insurance based on 
current employment ends, which- 
ever happens first. Usually, you 
don't pay a late enrollment pen- 
alty if you sign up during a spe- 
cial enrollment period. 

Note: COBRA and retiree 
health plans aren't considered 
coverage based on current 
employment. You're not eligible 
for a special enrollment period 
when that coverage ends. This 
special enrollment period also 
doesn't apply to people with End- 
Stage Renal Disease (ESRD). 


National Park Service grant assisted the November 2014 SCIT/Ziibiwing repatriation 


NATALIE SH ATTUCK 

Editor 

On April 13, 2015, the National 
Park Service announced the 
amounts awarded for eight 
Native American Graves 
Protection and Repatriation Act 
(NAGPRA) Repatriation grants. 
The grants totaled $74,348 to 
help Native Americans identify 
and repatriate human remains 
and cultural objects. 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan 


received $14,836 for repatriat- 
ing of individuals and sacred 
objects, objects of cultural pat- 
rimony and funerary objects 
back to the tribe. 

This grant made the Nov. 
19, 2014 “Recommitment to 
the Earth” ceremony at the 
Nibokaan Ancestral Cemetery 
possible. During that time, 
SCIT, along with its Ziibiwing 
Center of Anishinabe Culture 
& Lifeways, repatriated 94 
Native American individuals 
and 812 associated funerary 


objects from the University 
of Michigan’s Museum of 
Anthropological Archeology 
in Ann Arbor, Mich. 

“The work funded by these 
grants is a step toward address- 
ing past violations of the 
treatment of human remains 
and sacred objects of Native 
peoples, while restoring the 
ability of American Indian 
and Native Hawaiian peoples 
to be stewards of their own 
ancestral dead and cultural 
heritage,” said National Park 


Service Director Jonathan B. 
Jarvis in a press release. 

One other Michigan tribe 
also received a grant. The 
Bay Mills Indian Community 
received $1,937. 

Enacted in 1990, NAGPRA 
requires museums and fed- 
eral agencies to inventory 
and identify Native American 
human remains and cultural 
items in their collections, 
and to consult with cultur- 
ally-affiliated Indian tribes, 
Alaska Native villages, and 


Native Hawaiian organiza- 
tions regarding repatriation. 

Section 10 of the Act sanc- 
tions the Secretary of Interior to 
award grants to assist in imple- 
menting provisions of the Act. 

The November repatriation 
was also in partnership with the 
Michigan Anishinaabek Cultural 
Preservation & Repatriation 
Alliance, Chippewa-Cree Indians 
of the Rocky Boy’s Reservation 
of Montana, Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi Indians and the 
Wyandotte Nation of Oklahoma. 


Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 
AT- Large program presents: 


Honoring Saganing 

Traditional powwow 

JUNE 20 th & 21 st , 2015 

Powwow Grounds - 2750 Worth Rd. Standish, MI 

Next to the Saganing Eagles Landing Casino & Saganing Tribal Center 


Admission: 

$3 Daily/$5 Weekend 
$ 1 for Children 

**Under 12 must be accompanied by an adult 

Saturday, June 20 

Dancer/Drum Registration 12-12:45 p.m. 
Grand Entry ml p.m. 

Dancer/Drum Registration 3-3:45 p.m. 
Grand Entry 4 p.m. 

Retiring Flags Dusk 


Sunday, June 21 

Dancer/Drum Registration 

Grand Entry 

Hand Drum Contest 

*lst prize: $300 2nd prize: $200 
Blanket Giveaway 
Retiring of Flags 


12-12:45 p.m. 

1 p.m. 

3 p.m. 

3rd prize: $100 

Before Retiring 





T tm it A: ‘ Matin’** 

■3 Krapohl's “S*” 

1 ' 6 K 

TPI 


REAL INTEGRATED 


• •• 
• •• 


0 & 0 

frMEpiA Services; llc. 


aijftkn 


HOGEN 

ADAMS 




Head Male Dancer: Eric Sowmick 
Head Female Dancer: Darcy Pilar 
Head Veteran: Darryl Jackson 
Head Drum: Spirit Lake 
Emcee: Bucko Teeple 
Arena Director: R.J. Smith 

Please direct all questions to 

1 . 800 . 884.6271 


HantzFinancial* 
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UNITED 


apartments 


CHEMICAL 

BANK. 


DRUG & ALCOHOL FREE EVENT - NO PETS ALLOWED / SERVICE PETS WELCOME 


Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe At-Large Program 

Hand Drum Class 

May 14 11-4 p.m. I At-Large Conference Room 

You are invited to a hand drum workshop. Space is limited 
to the first 1 0 At-Large Tribal Members that call to get 
registered. You may bring a guest to help you with your 
drum. Light refreshments will be available. 

Please RSVP to the At-Large Program: 1-800-884-6271 


Powwow Program Booklet 


Honoring Saganing 

TRADITIONAL POWWOW 

Your Printed Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Phone #: (please print clearly) 

Please make check payable to SCIT: (Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe) 

Mail to: Saganing Powwow 7070 E. Broadway Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

Each sponsor will receive one copy of the Program booklet, but only if the application is 
filled out completely and legible. Please make sure to include your phone number in 
case we have any questions regarding your ad. 

Your Signature: 

Wording: 


Sponsorship Size: 

( Check the Size you would like) 

□ $25: 1/4 page 

□ $50: 1/2 page (no picture j 

□ $60: 1/2 page (with picture j 

□ $ ? : Booster only 

(enter amount) 



Please note that the Date of the 

2015 Saganing 
Traditional Powwow is 

June 20 & 21, 2014 
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Soaring Eagle Waterpark 


Loons join forces 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Great Lakes Loons mascot Lou E. 
Loon shows how easy the SEWPH 
“Flow Rider” can be. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

There was another kind of 
splash happening on March 25 
for one of the Tribe’s premier 
businesses. Local Flint ABC 
affiliate WJRT TV- 12 and local 
area radio stations (Saginaw’s 


94.5 FM The Moose and the 
Mount Pleasant My 104.3 FM) 
were on location as two of the 
Great Lakes Bay Region’s top 
entertainment and sports attrac- 
tions joined forces. 

Soaring Eagle Waterpark and 
Hotel in Mount Pleasant, Mich., 
a property of the Saginaw 


and Great 

Chippewa Indian Tribe, has 
entered into a partnership with 
the Great Lakes Loons for the 
2015 baseball season. 

SEWPH will participate dur- 
ing all 10 Sunday home games 
of the Loons season with Kids 
Eat Free Sunday’s. 

On Kids Eat Free Sundays, 
children 12 and younger will 
receive a free kid’s meal from 
any of Dow Diamond’s Great 
Lakes Grill Stands. The kid’s 
meal will be a hot dog, chips 
and soft drink that they can 
enjoy with the game. 

SEWPH continues to work 
with top quality organizations 
to put families first. 

“Given the similarities 
of our goals, there is a natu- 
ral synergy between Soaring 
Eagle Waterpark and Hotel and 
the Great Lakes Loons,” said 
Migizi Economic Development 


Lakes 

Company Marketing 
Manager Fredrick 
Kuhlman. “We look 
forward to a partner- 
ship that benefits the 
entire Great Lakes 
Bay Region.” 

Great Lakes 
Loons Vice President 
of Marketing and 
Entertainment, Chris 
Mundhenk said “the 
Loons are commit- 
ted to providing an 
excellent family entertainment 
activity at an affordable price. 
Our partnership with Soaring 
Eagle Waterpark and Hotel 
reinforces that commitment 
with Kids Eat Free Sunday’s, 
and makes attending a game 
at Dow Diamond even more 
affordable for families living 
in and around the Great Lakes 
Bay Region.” 


This partnership brings 
together two of the area’s pre- 
mier entertainment and sports 
attractions to better serve those 
looking for summer fun. 

SEWPH, one of the state’s 
most visited waterparks, is 
excited to be working with the 
Great Lakes Loons in providing 
entertainment at an affordable 
price to families. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The Soaring Eagle Waterpark lifeguards welcome Lou 
E. Loon from the Great Lakes Loons. 


“PaleoJoe” makes Soaring 


JOSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

There are many fun and enter- 
taining ways to educate youth. 
The Soaring Eagle Waterpark 
and Hotel went Jurassic in wel- 
coming Paleontologist, Author 
and Storyteller Joseph Kchodl 
(aka “PaleoJoe”) to the spring 
break educational Dino Quest 
Program offered on March 26 
and April 8. 

SEWPH General Manager 
Bonnie Sprague welcomed an 
opportunity to bring educational 
programs that entertain young 
and old alike as part of being a 
family-friendly destination. 

“We have heard from many 
sources that PaleoJoe offers a 
great program that makes the 
Dino Quest experience come 
alive,” Sprague said. “During 
spring break, PaleoJoe was a 
good fit for us and there was 
enough interest to add two dif- 
ferent dates for his live, inter- 
active show.” 

Since moving to Midland, 
Mich, in 1993, Kchodl has 
taught classes on fossils in 
many Michigan elementary 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


"PaleoJoe'' gives youth 
and adults a close-up look 
of a past expedition find... 
a Tyranosaurus Rex tooth! 

and middle schools. As he 
gained a reputation as an 
energetic and entertaining 
speaker in the persona of 
PaleoJoe, dressing and play- 
ing the part of an archaeologi- 
cal digger, he has taught pro- 
grams throughout Michigan, 
Indiana, Arkansas, Utah, Iowa, 
Wisconsin and northern Ohio. 

His fossil programs at 
SEWPH began with a brief 
introduction to what a pale- 
ontologist is and how fossils 
form. PaleoJoe then moves on 
to fossils in the midwest, the 



WANTED 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

William L. Antrobius 



Specializing in: Tribal Law, and Federal Indian Law; 
Overturning Prior State of Michigan Criminal Convictions For Lack 
of Jurisdiction; Appeals to Tribal, and State Courts; Tribal 
Disenrollment Cases in Tribal Court; Criminal Cases, Juvenile 
Cases, Civil Rights, and Child Removal Cases; Michigan Prisoner 
Housing Collection Actions in State Court 


Experience: Former Prosecuting Attorney Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan, and Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the 
Flathead Indian Reservation; Former Public Defender Assiniboine 
Sioux Tribe; Criminal Defense Attorney 


Tribal Affiliation: Member of the Six Nations Tribe, Ontario Canada 



Contact: (989) 772-6277 
1 13 W. Broadway, Suite 240 
Mt. Pleasant MI 48858 



Eagle Waterpark and 

ice age, followed by a spirited 
dinosaur discussion. 

“Carnivores are known as 
super predators and super hunt- 
ers, and certainly close to the 
Tribes in this area,” PaleoJoe 
said. “Eagles, hawks and owls 
are super predators. Many 
times during the question and 
answer period, the topic of 
Jurassic Park and velociraptors 
comes up. I mention that velo- 
ciraptors have a 180-degree 
vision and the standard raptor 
is about the size of a German 
Shepherd and is considered a 
super predator.” 

His programs are age appro- 
priate and have received rave 
reviews from teachers and stu- 
dents alike. 

He has done programs rang- 
ing from Montessori schools 
to the Lifelong Learning 
Center at Saginaw Valley 
State University. He has been 
keynote speaker at functions 
across the Midwest at uni- 
versities, museums, church 
groups, corporate meetings 
and nature centers, libraries 
and schools. 

PaleoJoe mentions the true 
definition of dinosaur is to 


Hotel go Jurassic 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The Dino Quest audience at SEWPH 
was enthralled by the adventures 
tales of the Indiana Jones-style pale- 
ontologist PaleoJoe. 

Michael Voorhies. In 2007, 
he worked on a team recov- 
ering T-Rex dinosaur and 
a bones of a Triceratops in 
Montana. In 2008, he discov- 
ered remains of an associated 
Camerasaurus - a 60-foot 
long dinosaur in the deserts 
of Utah. 

Last year, while finish- 
ing the Camarasaurus dig, 
he uncovered remains of an 
Apatosaurus. 


“walk on land” and 
believes in meteor 
theory, where a 
cataclysmic aster- 
oid strike in the 
Yucatan region in 
Mexico caused the 
mass extinction of 
the dinosaurs. 

“I always adjust 
the presentation 
according to the 
audience and tend 
to bring a lot of 
visual aids I have 
acquired over the 
years,” he said. 

“As a paleontolo- 
gist, going out in 
the field is like 
Christmas every 
day because you really don’t 
know what historical treasures 
you are about to find.” 

In 2003, PaleoJoe par- 
ticipated in a dinosaur dig 
at Como Bluff, Wyo. with 
famed maverick paleontolo- 
gist Dr. Robert T. Bakker. In 
2004, he discovered ribs of 
an 11 -million-year-old Rhino 
in Nebraska at the Ashfall 
Fossil Beds while digging 
with famed paleontologist 



Free initial consultation I Payment options available 

989 - 779-9991 


• Criminal Law • Drunk Driving • License Restoration 

• Family Law • Divorce • Child Support 

• Tribal Law • Probate Matters • Federal Cases 


Day-Winters, PLLC 


306 E. Broadway St., Suite 4, Mt Pleasant | daywinters@gmail.com 
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Community , 


Motocross athletes join Tribal Council in RCH Cafe opening 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal Chief Steven Pego and Tribal Council join the RCH 
Soaring Eagle Racing Team and other dignitaries as they cut 
the ribbon to open yet another Tribal business venture. 


JOSEP H V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Excitement is always guaran- 
teed when Ricky Carmichael, 
Carey Hart and the RCH 
Soaring Eagle Racing Team 
make it back to home base. 

Along with providing plenty 
of meet and greet opportuni- 
ties for lucky fans and par- 
ticipating in a celebrity poker 
tournament, the motocross ath- 
letes joined with the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Council and 
SECR Marketing to open the 
RCH Cafe in the Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort, near the gam- 
ing floor on March 18. 


SCIT Public Relations 
Director Frank Cloutier coordi- 
nated the effort with Marketing 
Director Raul Venegas intro- 
ducing Tribal Chaplain Jennifer 
Wassegijig and Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Chief Steven 
Pego as they shared opening 
prayers and remarks. 

“I wanted to mention the 
tremendous amount of effort 
that SECR Advertising/Public 
Relations Manager Kristina 
Griffus in making the design 
for RCH Cafe and the overall 
appearance of the venue pos- 
sible,” Venegas said. “This is 
one of the best examples where 
we can have a true collaborative 


effort and to bring a special din- 
ing experience to our players.” 

Venegas also recognized 
the excellent work of Graphic 
Designers Brandon Jackson 
and Brandon Hart in capturing 
the visual elements of the proj- 
ect and the culinary assistance 
of Food & Beverage Director 
Marc Forrest and his team of 
professionals. 

“It was wonderful to have 
the Tribal Council join together 
with the RCH Racing Team at 
this ribbon cutting grand re- 
opening as we present the new 
storefront name, ‘RCH Cafe,’” 
Griffus said. “The menu items 
and hours of operation will 
remain the same as the Snack 
Shop, however, there will be 
interesting twists and updates 
in the decor on a rotating basis 
for guests to gaze.” 

The RCH Cafe offers four 
specialty sandwiches that were 
created and tastefully approved 
by each of the supercross athletes. 

“RCH #4” is a Carmichael 
creation featuring lean sliced tur- 
key on whole wheat bread with 
lettuce and tomato. 

Hart prefers “RCH #46”, a 
healthy gluten-free wrap with 
lean sliced turkey, lettuce, 
cucumber, Dijon mustard, oil 
and vinegar. 

Broc Tickle recommends 
“RCH #20” that features bacon 


and turkey on whole wheat 
bread, lettuce, tomato, onion, 
pickle, mustard and mild pep- 
per rings. Ken Roczen’s favor- 
ite is the “RCH #94” made with 
chicken fajita meat on whole 
wheat bread with avocado, 
Dijon mustard, bell peppers, 
onion and lettuce. 

Following the RCH Cafe 
opening, Carmichael, Hart, 
Tickle and Roczen offered auto- 
graphs and photo opportunities 
to an excited fan gathering that 
stretched from the casino floor 
to the back to the hotel. 

Carmichael is a moto- 
cross and supercross leg- 
end known in racing circles 
as the “G.O.A.T” (Greatest 
Of All Time) by winning 15 
championships (10 moto- 
cross, five supercross). Some 
of his accomplishments as a 


motocross racer include: The 
1996 Rookie of the Year; 150 
career wins; two perfect sea- 
sons; never losing a moto- 
cross championship from 
1997-2006; and five-time 
AMA Rider of the Year. 

Hart is a pioneer and super- 
star in freestyle motocross rac- 
ing. He was the first rider ever 
to try a backflip on a motocross 
bike. And he was the first racer 
to do an invert superman-seat 
grab that is now known as the 
“Hart Attack.” 

Tickle is an accomplished 
motocross racer who was the 
2011 Supercross Lites West 
Champion. Roczen was 250 
class motocross world cham- 
pion in 2011, 250 class west 
coast supercross champion in 
2013 and 450 class U.S. moto- 
cross champion in 2014. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Ricky “The G.O.A.T.” (Greatest Of All Time) Carmichael 
shares a laugh at the podium with the crowd as SECR 
Marketing Director Raul Venegas looks on. 


Experience the fascinating history and rich culture of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan at the Midwest's Premier American Indian Museum 




ZllBIWING 

CENTER 


OPEN MONDAY 
thru SATURDAY 
10am-6pm 


Ziibiwing Center • 6650 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI • 989.775.4750 • www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing 



UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Vendor Training June 1 1 

Community Cultural Teaching (at Petroglyphs) June 13 
Native Sky Watchers Workshop (at Ziibiwing) June 18-19 
Lacrosse Stick Making Workshop June 22-26 





MAY 2,2015 
1PM- 5PM 


PRIZES 


CRAFTS 


1:00 Welcome and Eagle Dance 

2:00 Artist Presentation and Poster Signing 
by 2015 International Migratory Bird 
Day Poster Artist, Amelia Hansen 

3:30 Wings of Wonder - Birds of Prey 
Presentation by Rebecca Lessard 


Co-Sponsored by the Isabella Conservation District, 
the Chippewa Valley Audubon Club and the Ziibiwing Center. 

Call 989.775.4750 or visit www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing for more information. 



HONORING WARRIORS & THEIR FAMILIES 

FREE ADMISSION 

Memorial Day to Labor Day 
(May 25 - September 7, 2015') 


(* NOTE: The ZiLbiwinj CsoImwII bo closed op 

In fllwirvwiie? «*T Ufoae Italy.) 



'tHkKOlS'l 


Active July military 
plus* five frifflily 
members with viilirl 
identification** 


Newly Acquired Artifacts 

COLLECTIOi SHOWDiU 

Saturday, May 16, 2015 
10am - 3pm 

FREE & OPEN to the PUBLIC 

On May 16, 2015, 
join William Johnson, 

Curator at the 
Ziibiwing Center, 
for a special exhibit 
that will showcase 
newly acquired 
objects to the 
Ziibiwing Center’s 
Permanent 
Collection. 

Objects will remain on display through Saturday, May 23, 2015. 





May 18-22 
2015 


FREE & OPEN to the PUBLIC 


• INVITE YOUR 
FAMILY & FRIENDS! 




Key to a brighter cultural future! 

Sponsored by: The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe’s 
Housing Department and Ziibiwing Center 


Exclusive 

Sponsor: 


charles 

SCHWAB 


K-8 Students: 1-day workshop 
$4 per student 
$2 per educator/chaperone 
All materials provided 

Adults: 5-day workshop 
5:30pm - 8:30pm 
$35 per person 
All materials provided 

Registration required 

Contact Glenna Genereaux to register 
at 989.775.4744 or ggenereaux@sagchip.org 


ZIIBIWING CENTER 

(WlMl St 

6650 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858 
www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing • 989.775.4750 


>QV 216 EAST ^ 
BROADWAY £3 


MT. PLEASANT, 
MICHIGAN 


GRADUATION 


NATIVE SKYWATCHERS EXHIBIT OPEN NOW THRU SEPTEMBER 26, 2015 






Seventh Generation offers instruction 
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at hand drum workshop 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Seventh Generation Cultural 
Representative and Native artist Ben 
Hinmon provides participants some 
instruction on how to prepare the 
lacing of the hand drum. 


JOSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Cultural Representatives of the 
Seventh Generation Elijah Elk 
Cultural Center offered instruc- 
tion at their two-day Hand 
Drum Workshop. 

On March 25, the work- 
shop attendees used their 
Noe Bay Trading Company 
drum kits as Administrative 
Assistant II Lee Ann Ruffino 
and Cultural Representative 
Louise Hunt assisted Tribal 
Artist Ben Hinmon. 

Hinmon brought histori- 
cal perspectives to the event 
and shared teachings on the 
origin of the hand drum and 
the importance of feasting and 
honoring a drum in a good way. 


“Many of our 
homes, have Native 
artwork displayed 
prominently and 
some of our sacred 
items find their 
resting place at 
that location for a 
reason,” Hinmon 
said. “A hand drum 
is a gift from the 
Creator and just like 
any other musical 
instrument, whether 
Native in origin or 
not, is meant and 
built to be played. 

This is why we learn those 
songs and why we take these 
drums and store them in a good 
way for that special time when 
we share that teaching we have 
learned with others.” 


Participants learned how to 
come together in the spirit with 
the smudging of the materi- 
als as they laced the buckskin 
string around the drum head 
and wooden frame. The second 


day of the teaching (March 26) 
focused where the drum mak- 
ers make their drumsticks and 
learn a hand drum song. The 
drums were also taken out to 
the sacred fire for purification 
and cleansing. 

Seventh Generation Director 
Milton “Beaver” Pelcher 
explained why Native people 
pass these songs down in an 
oral tradition and how many 
of these teachings were handed 
down through the Clan system 
over many paths before. 

The Seventh Generation 
cultural programs have 
recently enjoyed a maximum 
amount of participation and 
the community is encouraged 
to sign up and pay early for 
the instructional classes before 
they are filled. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal Elder Kathy Hart is 
all wrapped up in her hand 
drum project as she tries 
to find where to begin with 
lacing the buckskin hide to 
the hand drum head. 


Migizi properties welcome two new management level employees 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

With the warmer weather now 
upon us, thoughts turn to outdoor 
recreational outings and Migizi 
Economic Development Co. 
properties have two options that 
are worth exploring. 

Soaring Eagle Waterpark and 
Hotel General Manager Bonnie 
Sprague informs both businesses, 
the Waabooz Run Golf Course 
and Soaring Eagle Hideaway 
RV Park, have new management 
level employees to enhance out- 
door entertainment. 

“Steven Wassegijig joined 
our team last month as our new 
RV Park supervisor,” Sprague 
said. “He will be managing the 
day-to-day operations at Soaring 
Eagle Hideaway RV Park. Steve 
grew up in Mount Pleasant and he 
is a proud member of our Tribe. 
He joins us with leadership and 
maintenance experience from 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort. 

Finding our 

CHARMAINE SHAWA NA 

Contributing Writer 
When I was younger and my 
father was in the military, we 
traveled the world, well at least 
the United States. I met all kinds 
of people, and saw all kinds of 
things and took it all for granted. 

In every community, my mom 
could always locate and find 
other Anishinabek families where 
we grew up and became close 
to them. It was like some type 
of Indian radar. I still remember 
some of the families to this day; 
they were tribes from all over the 
United States and even Canada. 

Now that I am older and am 
still traveling, it seems like there 
is always someone that looks just 
like someone at home. Someone 
told me once, that’s how you 
know, we are all related. Even 
if you went out of town and saw 
some Anishinabe, right away 
you would notice each other. 
Even if nothing is said, a nod or 
some type of acknowledgement 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Supervisor Steve 
Wassegijig is ready for the 
camping season to begin 
at the top-rated “Good 
Sam” Soaring Eagle 
Hideaway RV Park. 


Steve has a lot of great ideas to 
implement at our RV Park and he 
is looking forward to welcoming 
our guests.” 

Wassegijig ’s education 

experience includes Kicking 
Horse Job Corp Technical 
School in Ronan, Mont, and 
currently attends the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal College. 


“home away 

is given. That’s because we all 
share a same common history 
and heritage. 

Our collective common history 
is foremost and always there. It’s 
what we share as Anishinabek 
people. Some would say it’s 
what binds us together as a peo- 
ple. It’s the trauma and colonial 
oppression that we share as a 
common history. 

At a recent powwow in the 
southwest, I noticed all the peo- 
ple from all four comers of the 
world. We met some people from 
Alaska, Minnesota, California 
and the southwest. We also met 
some people from the Australia, 
they started to tell a little bit of 
their history, and how similar it 
was to our own history. They had 
boarding schools, their land and 
language was taken. We could 
identify because of the oppres- 
sion and the colonialization we 
all shared as a people. 

It was amazing to me as I 
stared to think about it how very 
diverse and different we are as a 



Waabooz Run Golf 


Operations Coordinator 
Steven Norbury has the 
pro shop stocked with 
top-of-the-line golf equip- 
ment and apparel. 

Soaring Eagle Hideaway RV 
Park is a top-rated “Good Sam” 
park and is located at 5514 E. 
Airport Rd. in Mount Pleasant. 

The Hideaway includes 
67 RV lots, each with water, 

sewer, and electricity hook- 

ups, concrete pads, fire pits, 
picnic tables, and free Wi-Fi 

access. The park is situated 

from home” 

people, from the North Alaskan 
people to those at the very bot- 
tom of South America. We are so 
diverse yet all sharing a common 
history and similar story of geno- 
cide and colonialism. 

It felt good to be at the pow- 
wow with so many different 
people from Turtle Island. As 
different as the landscape is, 
that’s how diverse we are. With 
cactus, mountains and deserts 
in the southwest to the trees and 
waters of the Great Lakes, we 
certainly have managed to over- 
come many physical and differ- 
ent ecosystems in the world. 

In the circle at the powwow, 
I saw Lakota, Cree, Dine and 
even Ojibwe dancing. They 
were all dancing to the same 
drum, all sharing the love of 
dance and traditional regalia. 
The drum the heartbeat of all 
Native nations were there shar- 
ing, dancing, singing and enjoy- 
ing the beat of the drum from all 
of the four comers of Mother 
Earth. . .we all danced. 


on a 25 -acre lake, perfect for 
water activities. 

Visitors can also enjoy a 
clubhouse, walking trails, con- 
venient laundry facilities and a 
playground. For more informa- 
tion, call 989 - 81 7 - 4800 . 

Sprague also added a seasoned 
veteran of the industry to her 
management team. 

“Steven Norbury was hired 
to serve as our new Waabooz 
Run Golf operations coordi- 
nator,” Sprague said. “Steven 
joins us with over 21 years 
of golf experience, includ- 
ing his managing expertise at 
Hidden Oaks Golf Course and 
Winding Brook Golf Course. 
He is very personable and will 
be able to make a smooth tran- 
sition as Steve knows many of 
our SCIT Membership golfers. 
Steve’s main goal is to increase 
our golf revenue by garnering 
new memberships, leagues, 


and hosting tournaments at 
Waabooz Run Golf Course.” 

Norbury has been in the 
golf industry since 1994 and 
encourages the community to 
experience the only executive 
course in Central Michigan. 

“Waabooz Run is decep- 
tively known as a par three 
course when it was under 
Holiday Greens management,” 
Norbury said. “With some 
structural improvements and 
a redesign of the course lay- 
out, the Waabooz now features 
11 par-three holes and seven 
par-four holes. Waabooz Run 
offers a challenging round of 
golf for players of all ages 
and all skill levels. The course 
is an official member of the 
USGA and GAM.” 

Norbury education back- 
ground includes Flint Northern 
High School and Central 
Michigan University. 


W HAWAIIAN LUAU 

provides lots of limbo and laughs 
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The Youth LEAD department had another day in paradise 
as the Eagles Nest Tribal Gym turned tropical. 

Youth LEAD Leadership Manager Deb Smith joined 
Youth LEAD Director Jennifer Crawford (top left photo) 
as they flashed the “mahalo” hang loose greeting. 

Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort Food & Beverage staff 
provided an excellent Luau feast (bottom left photo) com- 
plete with roasted pig, pineapple and plenty of smoothies. 

The family-friendly event drew both youth and Elders as 
the crowd danced to Chubby Checker’s “Limbo Rock”. 
Tribal mom Dawn Pelcher (right photo) drew rave reviews 
as she went “as low as she could go” during the adult limbo 
contest. Other contests included a smoothie “brain freeze,” 
and a hula hoop competition. 
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SI FunE Games 
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flower 

waabigwaan 

garden 

gitigaan 

vegetable 

gitgaanens 

sunny 

waaseyaa 

water 

nibi 

blossom 

baashkaabigwanii 

bud 

zaagibagaa 

grow 

nitaawigi 

give 

miizh 

love 

zaagi 

talk 

gaagiigido 

taken care 

ganawendaagwad 

Mother 

nimaamaa 

guide 

babaamiwizh 

wise 

nibwaakaa 

work 

anokii 

valued 

apiitendaagozi 

voice 

minogondaagan 

beautiful 

miikawaadad 

peaceful 

bangan 
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MNAJAADA 6 DO CAZHIMINA 
HONORING OUR MOTHER 


Nichols, John, D, & Nyholm, Earl. A Concise Dictionary of Minnesota Ojibwe. University of Minnesota Press. Minneapolis. 1995. Title by Isabelle Osawamick. 


WHERE ON THE REZ? LUST MONTH: 



Do you know where this is? 

Answer the puzzle correctly 
by May 18 through e-mail or 
telephone. Your name will go into 
a drawing and one winner will 
receive two free announcements 
in the Tribal Observer. 

Submit Answers To: 

dean tu@sagch ip. org 
or call 989-775-4010 



Saginaw Chippewa Academy 


Last Month's Winner: 

No Winner 


— — 

Tribal Observer 

COf* lt - 


Em; 






Email your submissions to 
observer@sagchip.org or turn 
them in to the Tribal Observer 
office located inside the Tribal 
Operations building. 



Adopt a 


Electra 







Electra is a 
2.5-year-old fe- 
male Terrier/Pit 
Bull mix. She 
loves to snuggle 
and go for long 
walks. She also 
loves her treats! 

The canine staff 
have trained her, 
and now she is always eager to show off how 
well she can sit and stay. She has been with 
HATS since May 2014. She’s a quiet, affection- 



Penn is a 
2-year-old 
male Domes- 
tic Shorthair 
mix. He tends 
to be a dream- 
er as he loves 
to cuddle up 
and sleep. He 
is neutered, 
and not de- 

clawed. He has been with HATS since Oc- 
tober 2013 and is looking for someone he 


ate girl looking for her forever home. can bond with for forever. 


Available at: The Humane Animal Treatment Society 

1105 S. Isabella Rd. Mt. Pleasant Hatsweb.org 989.775.0830 Email: info@hatsweb.org 

Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Saturday: 9 a.m. -2 p.m. | Puppies (under six months): $175, Dogs: $160, Cats: $85 


WIGWAM WISDOM 



The Wigwam has 
sheltered our ancestors 
from storms and bad 
weather since the dawn 
of time. The wigwam 
has witnessed the 
hardships our people 
have had to endure not 
only through the hands of change and war, but upon our 
strongest enemies, ourselves. The spirit of the wigwam 
does not forget and keeps with it the wisdom to guide the 
souls that have strayed back to a peaceful life. 


Comments or feedback can be sent to: 
wigwam_wisdom@yahoo.com 

*(WW is intended entertainment purposes only. Please make 
sure to seek professional counseling when necessary .) 


Dear WW: V ve been dating a man for a year 
now. He has a daughter from a previous mar- 
riage. We have talked about moving in together 
but I don’t think we are ready. Whenever his 
daughter goes for her visits with him, I have 
not been invited. I also have not been asked to 
any activities, not even dinner. How am I going 
to move in if I’m not really even bonded or 
involved in their relationship? Don’t you think 
there is something really wrong here? I think his 
ex-wife is involved somehow. Back Seat 

Dear Back Seat: There is absolutely nothing wrong 
with what your boyfriend is doing and I actually 
commend him for keeping his child separate from 
this current relationship. Until it gets more serious 
between the two of you, I would recommend the 
situation stay the same. These days, there is very 
little consideration for children in a divorced par- 
ent’s relationship. I would not recommend anything 
more until you are married and have made a perma- 
nent commitment. 


Dear WW: I moved away from my reservation 
years ago when I was a young lady. I couldn’t wait 
to leave my parents’ house as there was too much 
drinking and fighting going on. I still can’t believe 
we were never removed by social services. I’ve 
been very successful on my own without having 
to deal with my alcoholic parents. Even though it 
was bad growing up, I still have love for them. My 
father is dying and I’m tom about going home to 
take care of him. I don’t know if I can do it and if I 
don’t, will I resent not being there? Looking Back 

Dear Looking Back: You never know how you 
will react when faced with a loved one dying. Going 
back can actually give you closure to the open 
wounds you ran from. This situation has been pre- 
sented to you so why not think of it as a gift? Not a 
lot of people know when the end is coming or have 
an opportunity to make amends. If you can’t do it 
for yourself, do it for the love of your father who 
may want you near. 


Dear WW: I am very close to my nephew and I 
practically raised him. He hasn’t always been an 
angel but has recently had a few years of sobriety. 
He has been very successful in finding a good pay- 
ing job, a wife and reunited with his daughter. We 
just found out that he is back to his no good ways. 
His wife has been confiding in me and I am shocked 
to find out all of the infidelity and turmoil he has put 
her through. Unfortunately, she has little to no fam- 
ily in which to confide. I feel like I am betraying my 
nephew by siding with her but not sure what else I 
should do? Uncertain Confidant 

Dear Confidant: There is nothing wrong with hav- 
ing someone confide in you - family or not. I am sure 
your nephew has his own story to tell. However, if 
he is an addict, you can bet most of what he has to 
say about it will be lies or an unrealistic viewpoint. 
It’s not like you wouldn’t also let him confide in you 
if he was in a better frame of mind. If and when that 
time comes, do all you can for his wife. Encourage 
her to go to what little family she has for support or 
to start a new life if their marriage is over. 
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Environmental team collaborates to protect Mother Nature surrounding SCIT 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


The Environmental team gave Saginaw Chippewa Academy 
students re-useable lunch kits on March 23. 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

In preparation for the April 22 
Earth Day, and to help protect 
the environment, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe Planning 
Department’s Environmental 
team prepared ecologically- 
friendly tips. 

The Environmental team 
consists of Sally Kniffen, envi- 
ronmental specialist; Carey 
Pauquette, water quality spe- 
cialist; Michael Fisher, environ- 
mental response program spe- 
cialist; and Aiman Shahpurwala, 
water resources technician. 

The team submitted daily 
earth and nature-related ques- 
tions via email to Tribal 
Operations employees. Those 
with the correct answers were 
put into a drawing. 


Daily winners were randomly 
selected and received a tote with 
environmentally-friendly clean- 
ing products from Mrs. Meyer’s 
Clean Day line; surface scrubs, 
hand soaps, candles and house- 
hold cleaners, along with coffee 
mugs and cups with the SCIT 
logo. 

In an effort to continue reduc- 
ing waste, the Environmental 
team gave away re-useable 
lunch kits to Saginaw Chippewa 
Academy students on March 23. 

During a school assembly, 
Principal Marcella Mosqueda 
introduced Kniffen to teach the 
students how to help save trees 
and protect the environment. 

“Each kit comes with a set of 
silverware, a small container for 
dressing or dip and a re-sealable 
container for a sandwich, salad 
or snack,” Kniffen said. “The 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Daily environmental trivia 
winners received clean- 
ing products from Mrs. 
Meyer’s Clean Day line 
and re-useable cups and 
mugs with the SCIT logo. 

teachers taught the children 
about feast bundles, so they 
were excited to receive their 
own bundle for school.” 

The same day, the Youth 
LEAD department was provided 
re-useable water bottles for the 
afterschool program students. 

“Refillable water bottle sta- 
tions will be installed at Youth 
LEAD’S drinking fountains 
(near the Eagles Nest Gym) as 
well,” Kniffen said. “This is an 
effort to reduce the amount of 
bottled water consumed, thus 
limiting the amount of plastic 
bottles ended up in the land fill.” 

After Earth Day and through- 
out the year, Kniffen said the team 


continues its involvement in many 
projects including: A surface 
water monitoring and protection 
program, environmental release 
preparedness, representing the 
Dow/Tittabawassee River dioxin 
contamination case; working on 
a waste audit and opportunities to 
increase recycling with Soaring 


Eagle Casino & Resort staff, 
Central Michigan University and 
Rick Meyers; wild rice restora- 
tion with Lee Sprague; climate 
change adaptation and hosting 
the first and second National 
Tribal Natural Resources 
Damages and Assessment and 
Restoration Conference. 
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The Environmental team Sally Kniffen, Carey 
Pauquette, Kim Otto McCoy, Aiman Shahpurwala and 
Michael Fisher show off the products they gave away 
during Earth Day trivia. 
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Youth Activities Manager Ronnie Ekdahl (center) 
receives re-useable water bottles for the Youth 
LEAD afterschool program students. 


Environmentally-friendly tips to help go green during the spring time 


AIMAN SHAHPURWA LA 

Water Resource Technician 

Now that spring is here, many 
people are thinking about 
washing and cleaning their 
cars to get winter grime off 
and maybe fertilizing their 
lawns so they have nice, green 
grass during summertime. 

Did you know simple deci- 
sions such as how you wash 
your car, how often, and what 
type of fertilizer you use have 
major impacts on water quality? 

Water that runs off the land 
(i.e. lawns, driveways, roads, 
agricultural fields, etc.) into 
storm drains from melting 
snow, rain storms, and other 
sources is carried directly to 
our rivers and streams. These 
bodies of water eventually flow 
into the Great Lakes. 

The water that runs off the 
land into storm drains does 
NOT go through a waste 


water treatment facility and is 
not filtered in any way. Harsh 
chemicals, soaps and fertil- 
izers that run with water into 
drains go directly into streams 
harming aquatic life and fish- 
eries. This is why only clean 
water should enter storm 
drains in order to preserve the 
quality of our local streams 
and rivers! 

Nutrients from fertilizers 
that runoff into water bod- 
ies cause excess aquatic plant 
growth and is one of the con- 
tributing factors to harmful 
algal blooms. These blooms 
can be toxic to humans. In 
addition, excess aquatic plant 
growth can create unhealthy 
ecosystems and deplete the 
water of oxygen, making it dif- 
ficult for fish to breathe. 

Water pollution may also 
arise from washing your car 
on a driveway or cemented 
area allowing oil, grease, and 


grime to get into storm drains 
and eventually into our local 
watershed (i.e. rivers, streams, 
lakes.) This is very bad for fish 
and other creatures living in 
the water. Washing your car 
on a lawn allows the ground 
to naturally filter these harsh 
chemicals out before they 
reach the water. Many car 
wash businesses have a system 
that enables the reuse of wash 
water several times before 
sending it to the waste water 
treatment plant. 

Please take notice of the fol- 
lowing considerations in order 
to maintain clean healthy water 
for our community! 

Suggestions for washing your 
own car: 

1 . Park your car over a lawn 
area so the ground can naturally 
filter out contaminants. 

2. Use little soap as it contains 
phosphates and other chemicals 


3B ! 

1 . If your family eats meat with every meal, try adding in one meatless meal per week. This 

P-1 

will help reduce the amount of greenhouse gases released due to livestock production. 

a i 

2. Try using reusable bags when going shopping to help reduce the amount of plastic that 

<u 

goes into landfills. 

fl i 
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3. Buy a reusable water bottle instead of disposable ones to reduce the de pendence on oil 

for plastic production. 


4. Wash laundry in cold water instead of hot to save some energy on heating water. 

3 j 

5. Remember to turn off lights when leaving a room. 


that may cause excess algae to 
grow, degrade water quality and 
impact fisheries. 

3. Empty buckets of soapy 
or dirty water down the sink 
drain NOT on pavement or in a 
storm drain. 

4. Try to conserve water 
by using a hose with a nozzle 
and trigger. 

5. Avoid using engine and 
wheel cleaners or degreas- 
ers since they often contain 
harsh chemicals. 

Suggestion for fertilizer use: 

1. Use phosphorus-free fertil- 
izer. Addition of phosphorus into 
water ways can cause excess 
aquatic plant growth which is 
detrimental to water quality, fish- 
eries, recreations, and property 
value. The Michigan Fertilizer 
Law restricts the use of phos- 
phorus fertilizers on residen- 
tial and commercial lawns. 
When looking for a fertilizer, 
look for one with zero phos- 
phorus. This will be indicated 


on the bag in a row of three 
numbers. The first number is 
total nitrogen, middle is avail- 
able phosphate, and the last 
is soluble potash. The middle 
number should read zero, for 
zero phosphorus. 

2. Use pesticides and fertil- 
izers sparingly. Use no more 
than the recommended amount. 

3. Sweep up and collect 
yard debris, which may carry 
fertilizers or pesticides, so it 
doesn’t get washed away into 
drains or streams. 

4. Do not over water your 
lawn. Excess water runs off 
the lawn into drains carry- 
ing fertilizers, pesticides, and 
soils with it. 

5. If rain is expected, avoid fer- 
tilizing. The rain will wash away 
the fertilizer you put on your land 
and get into water ways. 

For more information, please 
contact Aiman Shahpurwala, 
water resource technician at 

989 - 775 - 4081 . 


S & S Pointing 

Interior and Exterior 


Power Washing 


25 Years Experience 

fSj j! 

Free Estimates 

Senior Discounts 

rW’ * 

Call Scott (989) 444-9421 
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Community , 


“Let The Son Shine In” theme for 15th annual Good Friday Unity Service 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Saginaw Chippewa Community Church Rev. Robert Pego 
prepares to offer Holy Communion to “Let the Son Shine 
In” on the 15th annual Good Friday Unity Service. 


JOSEPH V. SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

On April 3, the “Son” was 
shining brightly once more in 
the Eagles Nest Tribal Gym as 
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe celebrated its 15th annual 
Good Friday Unity Service. 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Community Church, the 
Chippewa Indian United 
Methodist Church, the Faith 
Indian Church of the Nazarene and 
the Saganing Indian Community 
Church came together with Tribal 
employees and community mem- 
bers to witness testimony in 
prayer and song. 

Nimkee Public Health 
Nurse Anna Hon was reminded 
SCIT celebrates all religions. 

“I am so thankful for 
Tribal Chief Steven Pego 
and the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Council leading the 
community in a unified way 
with the blessing to allow 
Christians to commemorate 
Jesus Christ’s crucifixion, 
which is an important part in 
the Christian faith,” Hon said. 
“It is obvious that evil spirits 
are not happy with the praise 
and worship that goes on in 
that service, and we can see 
the controversy that is going 
on all over the world of how 
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Nimkee Public Health Nurse 
Anna Hon performs “Via 
Dolorosa”. The song is 
named after the road Jesus 
walked from the place of 
Pontius Pilate’s sentencing 
to Golgotha, and means 
“way of sorrows.” 

people are being executed.” 

Hon is hopeful this ser- 
vice never gets old, because 
it is a part of what Christians 
call “Holy Week”. That week 
includes the triumphal return 
of Jesus to Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday, the washing of the dis- 
ciples’ feet by Jesus and the Last 
Supper on Maundy Thursday. 

“I am grateful to the faith- 
ful servants like Rev. Robert 
Pego who was the founding 
father of this service (dating 
back to April 2001), and who 
continues to support all who 
want to come and partici- 
pate and worship with each 


other,” Hon said. “I love that 
the I.T. department video- 
taped the service and people 
can view the entire service 
in their own homes via the 
internet on the Tribe’s web- 
page and on YouTube.” 

Internet Technician Dan 
Gahagan said the SCIT 
Multimedia Department has 
a link on the website where 
one can click on the “videos” 
option to view the service. 
They are also working on pro- 
viding an archive to preserve 
the unity services as a part of 
recent Tribal history. 

Central Michigan University 
Sports Camps Office 
Administrative Assistant Mary 
B. Mountain- Wood heard about 
the interdenominational service 
on the radio and was impressed 
and amazed by the outpouring 
of love the service provided. 

“Not only did I feel com- 
fortable and welcomed, but 
it was truly one of the most 
beautiful services I have ever 
attended,” Mountain-Wood 
said. “It encompassed a vari- 
ety of speakers and performers 
that delivered such an uplifting 
and universal message. To live 
in this community all these 
years and have not been a part 
of these services offered by the 
Tribe and Indian Churches, it 
makes me want to come back 


and spread the good word of 
what’s happening out here. 
I truly feel blessed today to 
have taken part in this event 
and thank the Tribe for the 
hospitality shown.” 

Rev. Robert Pego of 
the Saginaw Chippewa 
Community Church delivered 
the main message around this 
year’s theme of “Let The Son 
Shine In,” but viewed it as an 
opportunity for all the people 
present to make a commit- 
ment to Christianity by joining 
together in Holy Communion. 

“The practice of receiving 
Holy Communion is not new 
to our Native people and we 
have been doing this at camp 


meetings and revivals as long 
as I remember,” Rev. Pego 
said. “This was the first time 
we have made that offering 
for the community at either 
a Good Friday or Christmas 
Unity Service and it was a 
special moment for our Tribe 
and the people to remem- 
ber we are covered under the 
blood that Jesus Christ has 
shed for our forgiveness.” 

The verses of divine law 
referenced by Rev. Pego in his 
sermon can be found in Exodus 
(the second book of the Torah 
and the Hebrew Bible, com- 
monly referred to as the Old 
Testament.) Exodus, Chapter 
20, King James Version (KJV). 


We Service What We Sell! Price & Payment, 0 Down Plus Tax, Title & Doc 



2011 Ford Fusion SE 


FWD, Auto, 14 2.5L, Blue, 91k Miles, 
Cruise, CD. #FC042A 

66 mos/$1 81 /$1 0,600 



2010 Mercury Mariner 

FWD, Auto 14, 2.5L, 11 0k Miles, Gold 
Leaf Metallic. #DT233A 

60 mos/$251/$l 3,460 



2010 Ford Focus SE 

FWD, Auto, Gas 14 2.0L, 43k Miles, 
White, MP3. #FU030 


60 mos/$231/$l 2,395 



2011 Chevy Equinox 

LS, FWD, Gas Ecotec 14 2.4L, Auto, 
Black, 63k Miles. #FU021 

66 mos/$269/$1 5,695 



2011 Ford Transit XL 

FWD, Gas 14 2.0L, Auto, 89k Miles, 
4DR, White. #EU215 


66 mos/$260/$1 5, 1 95 



2012 Nissan Frontier 

Ext. Cab, 4WD, Gas V6 4.0L, Auto, 
37k Miles, White. #FU001 


72 mos/$364/$22 , 850 



2012 Town & Country 

Chrysler Touring, FWD, Gas/Eth. V6 
3.8L, 35k Miles. #FU028 


72 mos/$319/$1 9,995 



2011 Ford F-150XLT 

Ext. Cab, 4WD, Gas/Eth. V6, 63k 
Miles, Auto, Black. #EU131 


66 mos/$398/$23, 1 95 



2012 Chevy Cruze 

LT w 1LT, FWD, Auto, Turbo Gas 14 
2.0L, 40k Miles, Silver. #FU034 


72 mos/$226/$14,198 



2012 Grand Cherokee 

Jeep, V6 3.6L, 25k Miles, 4WD, White, 
Cruise, MP3. #FU027 


72 mos/$409/$26,500 



2010 Ford F-150 XLT 

Regular Cab, RWD, 55k Miles, Gas 
V8 4.6L, Auto. #FU031 


60 mos/$316/$1 6,950 



2012 Ford FlexSEL 

FWD, Auto, V6 3.5L, 31k Miles, Red 
Candy Metallic. #EP102 

72 mos/$41 2/$25,800 



2013 Dodge Journey 2012 Ford F-150 XLT 2013 Chrysler 200 4DR 2011 Ford F-150 SC 

Crew, FWD, Gas V6 3.6L, Auto, Red, Crew Cab, 4WD, Gas/Eth. V8 5.0L, Limited, 4 Cyl, Auto, Full Loaded, Ext. Cab, 4WD, Turbo GasV6 5.3L, 

25k Miles. #EP1 04A 33k Miles, Auto. #FU025 Leather, 21 k Miles. #FU064 Auto, 69k Miles. #FU023 


72 mos/$359/$22,600 


72 mos/$446/$27,900 


$16,995 


66 mos/$422/$24,500 


JUST ARRIVED 


2012 Ford Fiesta 4DR SE $ 11,900 

4 Cyl., Auto, Air, Sport Pkg., Blue Candy Metallic, 43k Miles. 

2012 Chevy Impala 4DR LT $ 14,500 

6 Cyle. , Auto, Full Power, Black Gray Cloth, Spoiler, Local Trade. 

2014 Taurus SEL 4DR LT $ 23,500 

6 Cyl., Auto, Loaded, Leather, Local Trade, 30k Miles. 

2011 F150 Supercab XLT 4x4 $ 23,900 

Ecoboost, Auto, Air, Cruise, Tilt, Power Locks & Windows, Sync, 
Keyless Entry & Remote Start, Bedliner, T-Tow Pkg., 66k Miles. 

2013 Ford Edge SEL 4DR $ 24,900 

6 Cyl., Auto, FullPower, Ginger AleClearcoat, 1 -Owner, 38kMiles. 

2013 E350 XLT Club Wagon Ext $ 24,700 

V8, Auto, 15 Passenger, Fully Loaded, 47k Miles, Trailer Tow, 
Running Boards, White in Color. 

2012 Ford Mustang 2DR 

6 Cyl., Auto, Air, Full Power, 22k Miles, Race Red, Spoiler, 
1 -Owner. #FP047 72 mos/$358/$22,450 

2013 Lincoln MKZ 4DR 

Full Loaded, Auto, Air, Navigation, 25k Miles, Black Metallic, 
1 -Owner. #FP045 72 mos/$485/$30,350 

2008 Ford Edge 4DR SE 

6Cyl,Auto,GrayMetallic.#FP043A 54 mos/$233/$1 2,495 

2008 Ford Ranger Supercab Sport 4x2 

4DR,6Cyl.,Auto,DarkGtayMetaffic. 54mos/$276/$1 3,485 

2013 Dodge Avenger 4DR SXT 

Auto, Cruise, GrayMetallic.#FU078. 72 mos/$235/$1 4,795 


KRAPOHL’S 


WE BUY 


Clean Cars, Trucks & SUV’s 

Visit our website 

WWW.KRAPOHL.COM 

for our entire inventory! 

Price & Payment $0 Down plus Tax, Title and Doc. Financing 4.9% fixed rate with approved credit. Down payment on trade equity will lower payment. All vehicles subject to Prior Sale, see dealer for details. 


1-800-772-5974 | Mt. Pleasant • 1 Block East of Meijer 


64 YEARS 
STRONG 
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Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

The Wabanaisee (Snowbird) Singers: Mae Pego, Christa 
Gomez, N’Daunis Pego, Carol Corbiere, Judy Scheuffele, 

Dani Sineway, Amanda Brock, Beatrice Jackson and Daisy 
Kostus provided the first musical group performance. 


NMN hosts first Sexual Assault Awareness Concert 

N ATAL IE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

With the Nami Migizi 
Nangwiihgan staff con- 
tinuously raising aware- 
ness throughout October for 
domestic violence awareness, 
they knew they had to be just 
as effective for Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month in April. 

The NMN and Behavioral 
Health staff decided to organize 
a brand new event: The “Stop 
the Silence” Sexual Assault 
Awareness Concert on Friday, 

April 17 from 6:30-11:30 p.m. 
in the Soaring Eagle Casino & 

Resort Entertainment Hall. 

“We (NMN staff) knew (the 
planning) would be a chal- 
lenge, but we had confidence 
we could pull it off,” said 
Samantha Snyder, domes- 
tic violence support tech I. 

“Sexual assault concerts are 
typically called ‘Rock Against 
Rape’ or something along 
those lines, but we felt that 
bold of a title wasn’t sensitive 
enough to the issue.” 

With six short weeks to 
plan, NMN sent out a “call- 
ing all bands” flyer in the early 
development stages, hopeful 
to round up enough bands for a 
night’s worth of performances. 

Seven varied local bands per- 
formed throughout the evening. 

“We had everything from 
a Beatles tribute band to a 





Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Delmar Jackson Jr. (left) and Quinn Pelcher of 
Brothers in Music entertained the crowd with 
‘60s and 70s country rock. 


hip-hop/rap performance with 
some ‘70s classic country rock 
in between there,” Snyder said. 
“We covered most of the bases 
to be able to appease most of 
the audience, no matter what 
type of music they like.” 

Jude 23 (jazz/Christian 
rock), Alyssa & Liza, The 
Liverpool Experience (Beatles 
covers), Brothers in Music 
(‘60s and ‘70s country rock), 
Fifth Evolution (rock), 
Abstract Generation (rap/hip- 
hop) and Interchangeable Dad 
(rock) all took to the SECR 
stage for 20-minute sets. 

“My biggest fear was that 
we weren’t going to find many 
bands willing to perform with- 
out pay,” Snyder said. “We 
asked that they donate their time 
to help raise awareness, and the 


bands that performed had abso- 
lutely no problem in doing so.” 

B’s Music Shop in Mount 
Pleasant, Mich., provided a 
drum set for each band to uti- 
lize for the night. 

“Music brings people 
together. . . and diversity of 
music was reflected throughout 
the event from our opening cer- 
emony to the closing band and 
all the bands in between,” said 
Debbie Robb, outpatient clini- 
cal coordinator. “I think this 
diversity really set the stage for 
being able to address a very dif- 
ficult issue that impacts so many 
people in any given walk of life 
and in every community.” 


In between bands, the 
SECR Stage Crew had 20 
minutes to set up for the next 
performance. Within that time, 
poetry readings, acoustic acts 
and speakers were featured. 

Sexual Assault Response 
Team (SART) Lead Brooke 
Huber, of NMN, coordinated 
the acts in between bands, 
wrote the emcee’s script and 
recruited event volunteers. 

“We had never planned a 
sexual assault awareness event 
of this caliber; we typically 
do smaller conversation-based 
events, but wanted to ensure 
we created a safe space in an 
unlikely arena,” Huber said. 
“The performers and audience 
alike showed great respect to 
the topic and acknowledged 
the fact survivors may be pres- 
ent. We had Behavioral Health 
counselors on hand, and for 
that, we are thankful.” 

Emcee Richard Bronson 
provided the welcome and 
introduction. 

Bronson is a former Central 
Michigan University student 
who was involved with Sexual 
Aggression Peer Advocates 
(SAPA). He has vast expe- 
rience presenting on sexual 
assault; he has emceed many 
intimate partner violence 
trainings around the world for 
the military. 

Tribal Chief Steven Pego 
played his flute and the night’s 
performances began. 



“At home, I get up in the 
morning and play my flute,” 
Pego said. “It takes me some- 
where through Indian Country. 
It takes me back through time, 
but playing it in public, I get 
choked up.” 

Chief Pego then intro- 
duced his wife, Mae, to pres- 
ent the Wabanaisee (Snowbird) 
Singers. The Snowbirds (Mae 
Pego, Christa Gomez, N’Daunis 
Pego, Carol Corbiere, Judy 
Scheuffele, Dani Sineway, 
Beatrice Jackson, Daisy Kostus 
and Amanda Brock) performed 
three songs. 

Kostus discussed the night’s 
significance to her as she dis- 
closed she had been abused for 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Central Michigan 
University graduate 
student Kimberly Priest 
shared her poetry writ- 
ten about her personal 
anguish of sexual assault. 
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Rap/hip-hop group Abstract Generation busted rhymes and 
showed the audience impressive dance moves. 


Tribal Police Captain Jim Cates 
offered advice to the families and 
friends of sexual assault victims. 


Alyssa & Liza sang and played the ukulele during 
the April 15 “Stop the Silence” Sexual Assault 
Awareness Concert. 
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13 years during her boarding 
school experience. 

The Snowbirds’ songs cel- 
ebrated nurturing and strength. 
The second song was used in 
women’s prisons to give the 
women strength and improve 
their self-worth, Mae Pego said. 

“This last song talks of 
resilience of people as they go 
through domestic violence,” 
Mae Pego said. “We know not 
only women are at the end of 
the violence, it is often men, 
too... if things get out of con- 
trol, get yourself out of there.” 

CMU graduate student 
Kimberly Priest shared her 
poetry, written of her abusive 
marriage of 15 years. At 8 
years old, Priest was sexually 
assaulted by her babysitter. She 
performed her emotionally pow- 
erful pieces on her encounters. 

Rebecca Conway, prevention 
educator of Women’s Aid Service, 
Inc., discussed the domestic vio- 
lence and sexual assault agency 
that provides shelter, counseling, 
legal advocacy and prevention 
education in Isabella, Gratiot and 
Clare counties. 

“The ‘Stop the Silence’ event 
was a wonderful way to bring 
awareness to the sexual vio- 
lence happening in our commu- 
nity, but also to provide infor- 
mation about how community 
members can advocate to end 
that same violence,” Conway 
said. “I thought it was a great 
way to bring so many different 
people together in unity for such 
an important cause.” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Rebecca Conway, preven- 
tion educator of Women’s 
Aid Service, Inc., discusses 
the agency’s services. 


Tribal Police Captain Jim 
Cates mentioned officers are 
available for help. Cates also 
offered advice on how fami- 
lies and friends can support 
the victim. 

“Victims may heal from phys- 
ical assaults, but it is the mental 
and emotional (that remain),” he 
said. “Officers understand you 
have to be there, willing to lis- 
ten... When I listen to a sexual 
assault victim, one thing I never 
say is, ‘I know how you feel’ 
because I don’t. It’s not our job 
to judge. . . it’s our job to get the 
facts and help the victims and 
their families heal.” 

Throughout the night, guests 
voted for their favorite band 
performance. The winning 
band won four hours of record- 
ing time at Woodshop Studio. 

The Beatles cover band, 
The Liverpool Experience 
received the most votes. The 
band plans to record a demo 
CD within the next few weeks. 

CMU’s SAPA program 
assisted with event planning. 
NMN also received support 
from various outside sources: 
Insomnia Cookies donated 200 
cookies, and 3 Wishes Floral, 
B’s Music Shop, Braddock’s 
Demolition LLC., and Creme 
de la Creme Cupcakes, 
donated gift certificates. 

Prizes were drawn through- 
out the night. Soaring Eagle 
Waterpark and Hotel provided 
one overnight stay with water- 
park passes, SECR Marketing 
Department and Ziibiwing 
Cultural Center offered an 
assortment of giveaways, 
Saganing Eagles Landing 
Casino donated six candle 
warmers, Seventh Generation 
Elijah Elk Cultural Center 
offered its maple syrup, and 
Women’s Traditional Group 
bestowed a gift basket. 

Domestic Violence Support 
Tech I Amanda Brock 
expressed how important and 
honorable gift giving is to the 
Anishinaabe. 

“There is always a high- 
place value on giving away 
and sharing what is ours,” 
Brock said. “Once something 
is given away, all strings to 
the gift are broken. The gift 
is given with no expectations. 
Native people believe what 
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Emcee Richard Bronson 
discusses the crime of 
sexual assault. 

is given always comes back 
to the giver in one way or 
another, in a form of good.” 

“I believe that one of the 
greatest gifts is when you give 
your time to others in what- 
ever form it is given,” she said. 
“It is healthy to be generous 
in spirit throughout the year. 
Historically in Native American 
tradition, many nations/tribes 
have conducted a giveaway 
when being honored. One gives 
to strangers, not simply hoping 
to make friends, but because it’s 
the honorable thing to do.” 

In addition to providing 
the entertainment hall, SECR 
donated an overnight stay. 

“In the beginning (of forma- 
tion), we were thinking to have 
a much smaller scale event at 
the Broadway Theatre..., but 
Amanda Brock had worked 
her magic and somehow got 
the entertainment hall donated 
to us for our event,” Snyder 
said. “We were so excited to 
hear that, but also had to start 
worrying about how we were 
going to fill all the space. So, 
we invited all of our local 
resources to join us and show 
the community that there are 
so many organizations that 
support them.” 

Tribal departments, victim 
resource organizations and 
local businesses’ booths were 
set up throughout the hall. 

Resource organizations from 
Victims of Crime Program and 
Hopewell Ranch, Peaceful 
Places to the Nimkee Public 
Health, Tribal Police and Tribal 
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Saginaw Chippewa Chief Steven Pego gives 
a welcome and plays his flute for the “Stop 
the Silence” audience. 
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Jude 23 guitarist Steve Roth took to 
the SECR stage and played jazz and 
Christian rock tunes. 
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The Beatles cover band, The Liverpool Experience, 
was voted favorite performance and won four hours of 
recording time at Woodshop Studio. 
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Interchangeable Dad 
closed the night as the 
last band to perform. 

College departments, and Roth 
Sound Productions, Curves 
of Mount Pleasant, Central 
Michigan Health Department, 
Merle Norman and Mary Kay 
Cosmetics were all present. 

“All things considered, 
we couldn’t have asked for a 
better turnout,” Huber said. 
“Everyone seemed to be enjoy- 
ing themselves, we were able to 
reach a lot of people, survivors 
were provided the resources 
they need, and we certainly ini- 
tiated conversation surround- 
ing sexual assault.” 

Along with Huber, Robb, 
Snyder and Brock, the NMN 
team consists of Shelby 
McCliggott, counselor; and 
Elizabeth Evans, business ser- 
vices coordinator. 

“I am so proud of every- 
one that took part in this and 
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The Liverpool Experience 
guitarist Darin Christianson 
sings backup to some of 
The Beatles’ greatest hits. 

pulled together to create such 
a beautiful event,” Brock said. 

The NMN team informed 
that only 16 percent of rapes 
are reported to the police, and 
FBI statistics suggest on a 
college campus CMU’s size, 
25 sexual assaults happen 
each week. 

The direct line for the 
NMN domestic violence, sex- 
ual assault and stalking ser- 
vices is 989 - 775 - 4400 . NMN 
is dedicated to providing 
resources, safety and advo- 
cacy to ensure the physical, 
mental, spiritual and emo- 
tional wellbeing of families 
victimized by violence. 

Women’s Aid Services also 
provides a 24-hour crisis line 
at 989 - 772 - 9168 . 
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Fifth Evolution opened their set with 
Stevie Ray Vaughan’s “Pride and Joy”. 






GET DOWN WI THlYOUR 
SHARE OF OVER 

$ 400,000 

IN CASH & PRIZES! 


HOURLY DRAWINGS 7PM-10PM I SATURDAYS 

GRAND PRIZE DRAWINGS 
SATURDAYS I 10:30PM 


This May, win yourself some fun in cash 
Premium Play and weekly grand prizes: 

Vacation for 4 to the Bahamas! 

Industry ATV Ranger! • Pair of jet skis and trailer! 
Fishing boat and trailer! • 2015 Motorcycle! 


◄><►0 


PACK UP FOR A 

TRIP TO MEXICO & 

$1,000 CASH! 

; 4 &.. ■ 


HOURLY DRAWINGS 5 PM- 9PM I TUESDAYS 

GRAND PRIZE DRAWING 
TUESDAY MAY 26 I 10PM 


... t - -• \ 



Give your May some Latin flavor! Win your share of 
over $30,000 in cash, Premium Play or the grand 
prize: a $5,000 travel voucher to Mexico plus 
$1,000 in spending cash! 



<>❖0 


MEMORIAL^ DAY 

MoW^VAY 25 
1:30PM SESSION 

BIG HOLIDAY PRIZE GIVEAWAY! 
$1,000 G AMES, $3 ,000 COVERALL 
& MORE! 

FREE HOT DOG & CHIPS! 


SUN, MAY 10 
1:30PM SESSION 

FREE TOTE BAG! WIN CASH, FREE 
BINGO PLAY & FREE FOOD! 
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Colleae 


SCTC students volunteer at “Stop the Silence” Sexual Assault Awareness Concert 



Courtesy of Nina Bone 


SCTC students Trisha Trasky, Carrie Carabelle, Alexis 
Kidder, Victoria Owens and Jennifer Lindstrom volunteered 
for the event from start to finish. 


NINA BONE 

SCTC English Faculty 

Students from Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal College have 
had the spirit of giving through- 
out the course of the spring 
2015 semester. 

Together, SCTC students have 
offered more than 100 hours of 
community volunteer service 
with local nonprofit organizations 
in the Mount Pleasant area. 

Most of the SCTC student vol- 
unteers are parents, full-time stu- 
dents, and have full-time employ- 
ment, but that did not prevent 
them from lending a hand. 

The greatest efforts of these 
students came to fruition on 
Friday, April 17, at the “Stop 
the Silence” Sexual Assault 


Awareness Concert hosted by 
SCIT Behavioral Health’s Nami 
Migizi Nangwiihgan services. 

The Stop the Silence event 
was designed to raise aware- 
ness about sexual assault, it 
was also intended to give sur- 
vivors the opportunity to come 
together and draw strength 
from each other. 

Prior to the event, SCTC stu- 
dents helped Behavioral Health 
staff assemble care packages for 
victims that contain personal 
care items along with herbs 
and oils for healing. These care 
packages will be distributed to 
victims when they arrive at the 
hospital to help them on their 
road to recovery. 

Additionally, if you have 
purchased a cup of coffee in the 



Courtesy of Nina Bone 


Kathy Hart represents SCTC, 
providing information for 
summer registration. 

Mount Pleasant area lately, you 
may have noticed a Stop the 
Silence sticker on your coffee 
sleeve. SCTC student volun- 
teers worked many hours plac- 
ing stickers on hundreds of cof- 
fee sleeves and then returning 
them to local coffee shops. 

SCTC students also distrib- 
uted many flyers to encourage 
public participation in the event. 

Finally, the day of the con- 
cert arrived and the participat- 
ing SCTC students gave 110 
percent. Some students arrived 
at the Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort Entertainment Hall early 
to help setup the venue and 
stayed until after midnight when 
the event concluded. 

Other students came 
directly from work, still in 


their uniforms, only to throw 
on a volunteer shirt and start 
helping. Some SCTC students, 
who did not have childcare, 
brought their children along 
and the entire family was able 
to run a booth together. 

During the event, the stu- 
dents worked as 
security, in vari- 
ous booths provid- 
ing information, in 
concessions, and 
they helped keep 
the venue trash- 
free. No matter 
how long they had 
been working, they 
were always smil- 
ing, and some of 
them were even 
dancing, which 


added to the welcoming atmo- 
sphere of the event. 

SCTC is very pleased to have 
such wonderful students who 
have not only learned the Seven 
Grandfather Teachings; they’ve 
learned to put these values into 
practice as well. 



Courtesy of Nina Bone 


Nina Bone and her family took a break from volunteering to 
pose in front of the “Stop the Silence” banner. 



Courtesy of Nina Bone 


Carrie Carabell worked the “pick 
your favorite band” booth. 


and community join SCTC 
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Youth LEAD Achievement Advisor Marta Escamilla (left) 
and Toni Pastotnik of NCRS speaks with Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Police Officer Daniel Hernandez at SCTC Career Day. 


on Career Opportunity Day 


Tribal youth 

J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Students of all ages came out 
to explore what the future 
can be at the April 10 second 
annual Career Opportunity Day 
event hosted by the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal College. 

SCTC STEM (science, tech- 
nology, engineering and math- 
ematics) Recruiter Kathy Hart 
enjoys bringing programs like 
this directly to the college and 
gives many of the other univer- 
sities and recruiters a chance to 
interact with their students. 

“Career Opportunity Day 
was started for students to 
see how many opportunities 


are out there for them to 
utilize,” Hart said. “I plan 
on coordinating this annu- 
ally, hoping that more high 


school and SCTC students 
attend and take advantage of 
what is out there for them... 
There are scholarships and 
paid internships with NASA, 
working in Washington 
D.C., Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), studying abroad 
that four-year universities have. 
The skills and knowledge stu- 
dents can gain from these 
opportunities are invaluable.” 

The U.S. Coast Guard, 
American Indian Science and 
Engineering Society (AISES), 
and Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe, Soaring Eagle Casino 
& Resort and Migizi Human 


Resources provided information 
booths and spoke to students 
about their programs. 

Academic Specialist in 
Mathematics Earle M Crosswait 
III offered a PowerPoint 
instructional course where stu- 
dents could learn how to “dress 
for success.” 

“Career day reminds us why 
many of our students are com- 
ing to school... to find a job,” 
Crosswait said. “Students are 


taking my classes, not because 
they like doing homework and 
taking tests, they want to start 
a career and earn higher wages. 
They want to give themselves 
and their families a better life. 
Therefore, teaching them how 
to write an effective resume 
or to 'dress for success' is as 
important as teaching them 
how to add fractions or factor 
a polynomial (after all, I am a 
math teacher).” 
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SCTC Dean of Instruction Andrew Wagner shared a moment 
of laughter with the recruiters at Career Day. 



Employment: Accepting curriculum vitae for Adjunct Instructors. 

Economics Instructor: Masters Degree Required. History Instructor: Masters Degree Required. 
Computer Instructor: Masters Degree Required. Legal and Environmental Business: Juris Doctor 
Degree Required. Please send all information including transcripts to awagner @sagchip. org or 
mail to: Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College c/o Andrew Wagner 2274 Enterprise Dr. 








Education 


Second Grade Teacher James Day receives 
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"Educator of the Month" 


Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribes 
Education Administration would like to 
take this opportunity to showcase the 
shining stars in the department ! We are 
proud of each and every team member 
within our department and think the 
community should know about you! 

Congratulations James Day for being 
selected as the March Educator of the 
Month! The perks of this award include 


Ganiard 


The following students earned perfect 
attendance for March: Gabriela Escobedo, 
Nautica Mena- Strait, Morgan Morrow, 
Ramon Negrete-Ledesma Jr, Michael Otto, 
Meisha Raphael and Hudson Yager. 


Saginaw Chippewa Academy 


The following students earned student of the 
month honors for March: Zhaabwii Pamp- 
Ettinger, Robbie Pamp-Ettinger, Carmela 
Negrete-Ledesma, Adriana Paul, Alexis Taylor, 
Alberta Trepanier, Sara Saunders and Matthew 
Quaderer. The following students earned per- 
fect attendance for March: Jaycee Sheahan- 
Kahgegab, Zhaabwii Pamp-Ettinger, Natalia 
Martin and Donovan Harris, Joseph Jackson, 
Joshua Velasquez, Gracin Montoya, Robbie 
Ettinger-Pamp, Liam Arbogast, Frederick 
Highley, Dakota McQueen, Robert Saunders, 
Kyleigh Scarlott, DaShawn Rueckert, Sara 
Saunders, Felicia Saunders, Kayden Weekley- 
Dean, Anastasia Lada, Mnookmi Massey and 
Liberty Morland. The following students turned 
in all homework for March: Jaycee Sheahan- 
Kahgegab, Zhaabwii Pamp-Ettinger, Natalia 
Martin and Donovan Harris, Charmaine Castillo- 
Pelcher, Joseph Jackson, Joshua Velasquez, Liam 
Arobogast, Kaleb Potter, Albert Trepanier, Alex 
Grice, Charles Trepanier, Grade David, Inara 
Curry, Kayana Pelcher, Maiingan Miller-Hosier, 
Red Arrow LaLonde, Riana Chippewa, Meadow 
David, Fredrick Highley, Dakota McQueen, 
Adriana Paul, Raynah Perez, Landon Rowlett, 
Robert Saunders, Alexis Trepanier, Anastasia 
Lada, Ariel Hinmon, Lindsay Paul, Layla Paul, 
Alberta Trepanier, Julianna Garcia, Adrianna 
Garcia, Akiveo Gonzalez-Hawkins, Chelsea 
Pelcher, Sara Saunders, Christopher Spencer-Ruiz 
Liberty Morland and Matthew Quaderer. 


an induction into the Education Apple 
Orchard, goody bag, a gift certificate and a 
traveling educator award. The following is 
a questionnaire completed by Day: 

Which program do you work for? 

Saginaw Chippewa Academy. 

What is your title? Anishinaabe 
Bimaadiziwin Kinomaage Nini. 

How long have you worked for the 
Education Department? In about a 
week, it will be one year! 

What is your favorite part of work- 
ing in this department? Just being 


West Intermediate 


The following students earned honor roll 
status for second trimester: Esme Bailey, 
Quinnlan Burger, Karen Chippewa, Lucas Dye, 
Cory Gaskill, Hunter Genia, Jarrad Johnson, 
Treazure Jones, Madison Kennedy-Kequom, 
Hunter Kequom, Montana Leaureaux, Jessee 
Mandoka, Alexie Pego, Aleeya Peters, 
Mastella Quaderer, Owen Smith, Shaylyn 
Sprague, Kyra Trofatter and Lindsay Watters. 
Honorable Mention: Carlee Williams. The 
following students earned perfect atten- 
dance for second trimester: Esme Bailey, 
Joshua Bartow, Bryan Chingman, Cory Gaskill, 
Makayla Jackson, Jonas Kahgegab, Nelson 
Kahgegab, Madison Kennedy-Kequom, Hunter 
Kequom, Montana Leaureaux, Molly Mandoka, 
Mattea Merrill, Alexie Pego, Aliana Seybert, 
Owen Smith and Carlee Williams. 


Fancher 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dance for March: Elijah Fosmore, Jaylyn 
Jackson, Matthew Jackson, Mollie Smith- 
Rodriguez, Isaiah Teswood and Alek Welch. 


Vowles 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dance for March: Kaitlyn Bartreau, Aaliyah 
Dunlap, Aolani Gibbs, Metao Harris and 
Nathan Van Buskirk. 


Do you have an SCA Alumni Success Story? 

We would love for you to share them with us. The SCIT Education Department is 
accepting submissions of your success stories. If you were a former student, your 
child was a former student or somebody you know was a former student of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Academy, we want to celebrate their success. 

Please answer and submit the following questions: 

• Students Name • Story of Success 

• Years Attended SCA • How did SCA help you acheive the success? 

Please send your completed answers to: 

SCIT Education Department 

7070 E. Broadway Rd. Or email your submission to: 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 challiwill@sagchip.org 



Eagle Spirit 

Award Banquet 

Friday, July 31, 2015 


5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort 

fifiUjl v® Shsmi 

Invitations for the event will be 
mailed by May 18, 2015. 

Please RSVP by June 26, 2015 


Please be advised that ALL official 
transcripts for the 2014/2015 
academic year must be received no 
later than June 30, 2015 for 
incentives and must be mailed to: 

Higher Education 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
7070. E. Broadway Road 
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 48858 

If you are a Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
College student, your transcript will be 
inter-officed to Higher Education. At any 
time, students may contact Higher Education 
or SCTC regarding their transcript. 


able to share and teach what I have 
learned with the kids, and seeing them 
make connections with what they are 
learning is pretty awesome. 

What is your funniest memory in 
working with our students? There are 
too many to count, kids are hilarious! 

What is your favorite favorite 
movie? “Coming to America” or “The 
Shawshank Redemption”. 

Do you have any hobbies or special 
talents? I love to travel, powwow, sing, 
dance, bead, sew, play basketball and golf! 


When you were younger, what did 
you want to be when you grew up? I 

am sure it was something like a super- 
hero at first so it must have changed 
along the way, but I always wanted to 
be an engineer or a teacher. 

Something people may not know about 
you. I have been to Paris, France. 

What is your favorite food? JUCY 
LUCY, Google it! 

Thank you so much for being such 
an integral part of our education team. 
We appreciate you! 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Second Grade Teacher James Day accepts his award. (Pictured 
left to right: Administrative Assistant II Kelly Woodworth, Day and 
SCA Principal Marcella Mosqueda.) 
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Call John Weiss and drive today. 
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For questions or concerns, please contact: Higher Education at 989.775.4505 
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Saginaw Chippewa Academy alumnus success story: Corinna Harris 


EDUCATION DEPARTME NT 

Nbookaawin (wisdom) is to 
acquire and use experiences 
as guides for making equita- 
ble and mature decisions. Our 
ancestors taught us that every 
life experience is a lesson. 

With an open mind, we are 
able to learn and receive wis- 
dom from both positive and 
negative experiences. There 
will be times when we must use 
our wisdom to guide our life 
path and make decisions that 
may not have been our origi- 
nally intended course. Using 
our wisdom, we will always 
end up right where we belong. 

The Tribal Education 
Department would like to take 
this opportunity to honor and 



Former SCA student 
Corinna Harris now works 
as a SECR slot supervisor. 

recognize Corinna Harris. 
She is the daughter of Glenna 
Genereaux, sales and events 
coordinator for the Ziibiwing 
Cultural Center. 

Corinna attended the Saginaw 
Chippewa Academy from 


1995-2005. She first attended 
at 3 years old when it was the 
Montessori. She attended from 
pre-primary through 8th grade. 

During her time at the school, 
she embraced the culture and 
language. She participated in the 
afterschool program and learned 
to sing and dance. Because of 
this, she started dancing at pow- 
wows and ran for Junior Miss 
Saginaw Chippewa through the 
school, becoming the first prin- 
cess of the academy. 

Corinna learned many posi- 
tive and rewarding things while 
attending SCA. She left the 
school and attended Mount 
Pleasant High School and the 
Mount Pleasant Technical 
Center and was inducted into 
the Technical National Honor 


Society. Corinna studied her cul- 
ture and the Seven Grandfather 
Teachings and used those teach- 
ings throughout her life. 

The knowledge and skills she 
learned while attending SCA 
played a major role in obtaining 
her first job within the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe. 

She was selected as a youth 
worker at the Ziibiwing Center 
at 15 years old and maintained 
that position upon completion 
of high school. 

From there, she transferred 
into the gaming industry and 
became a table games dealer. 
After dealing, she made a 
change and became a full-time 
slot ambassador and is now a 
full-time slot supervisor at the 
young age of 22. 


Corinna is also a mother. 
Her 4-year-old son is now a 
pre-K student at SCA. 

Corinna and her family are 
proud that he will be a second 
generation SCA alumnus. 

Congratulations, Corinna, 
and miigwetch for your hard 
work, dedication, and con- 
tribution to the Tribe as an 
employee. Nishin for continu- 
ing to have pride and respect 
for your tribe. 

Finally, miigwetch to 
Glenna and family for raising 
such a kind, thoughtful and 
intelligent Anishinaabe Kwe. 
There is much to be said for the 
support Corinna receives from 
her family. Congratulations on 
your success! You make your 
community very proud. 


Youth LEAD plans college visits for Mount Pleasant and Shepherd students 



Courtesy of Youth LEAD 


Students from Mount Pleasant and Shepherd High Schools 
visited the campus of Kettering University on March 24. 


ANITA M. HA LL 

Youth Achievement Advisor 

The Youth LEAD department 
has planned several college visits 
scheduled for Mount Pleasant and 
Shepherd High School students. 

On Tuesday, March 24, the 
students and Youth LEAD had 
the opportunity to visit Kettering 
University in Flint, Mich. As 
the national leader in co-op and 
experiential STEM education, 
Kettering University integrates 


intense academic curriculum in 
science, technology, engineering, 
mathematics and business with 
applied professional experiences. 


It’s a proven approach that 
will inspire students to realize 
their potential and advance their 
ideas. The Kettering paid, co-op 


program forges a link between 
classroom and real-world learn- 
ing, and students will graduate 
with the knowledge and skills to 
compete today and in the future. 

Our students really enjoyed 
this visit and had a lot of great 
questions about higher educa- 
tion in general. Our hope is just 
that; students starting to ques- 
tion and plan ahead for their 
academic future. 

On Thursday, March 26, the 
Central Michigan University 


Medical Program came to 
us at MPHS and joined by 
Shepherd High students. 
They had a questionnaire for 
our students; assisting them 
by combining the information 
of their interest and aptitude 
in the medical field and pos- 
sible careers. 

We have three more visits 
left in this school year, Mid 
Michigan Community College, 
Michigan State University, and 
another with CMU. 
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Grand Funk Railroad and The Guess Who were shakin’ SECR all over 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Grand Funk Railroad lead singer/guitarist Max Carl, and 
co-founder/drummer/vocalist Don Brewer perform the 
1972 hit, “Rock and Roll Soul”. 


N ATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

Canadian rock band The Guess 
Who and American blues rock- 
ers Grand Funk Railroad shook 
the Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort Entertainment Hall on 
Saturday, April 4. Each band 
performed their greatest hits 
of the ‘70s. 

It was 50 years ago The 
Guess Who formed under the 
nameAllan and the Silvertones. 
With numerous name changes, 
The Guess Who eventually 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


The Guess Who vocalist/ 
guitarist Derek Sharp sings 
“Clap for the Wolfman”, the 
band’s last major hit in the 
U.S. and Canada. 


achieved international success 
from the late ‘60s to the mid- 
1970s with several hit singles. 

The Guess Who began the 
SECR show with “Bus Rider”, 
followed by their last major hit 
in Canada and the U.S., “Clap for 
the Wolfman”, and “Laughing” 
and “Undun” both from the 1969 
album “Canned Wheat”. 

“Introducing to you for the 
first time, The Guess Who 
Barbershop Quartet,” said vocal- 
ist Derek Sharp, before the band 
performed a few flawless a cap- 
pella notes simultaneously. 

Jim Kale, 71 -year-old 
co-founder, bassist and 
songwriter for the group, 
temporarily left the band 
in 1973, but returned 
later in that decade after 
trademarking the band’s 
final name. 

The 1970 song “No 
Sugar Tonight/New 

Mother Nature” got the 
audience on their feet, 
followed by “Shakin’ All 
Over”, the 1965 rendition 
of Johnny Kidd and The 
Pirates’ song, which was 
the band’s first hit. 

Also on the group’s 
setlist were “Hand Me 
Down World” (1971), 
“Share The Land” and the 
number one hit that earned 
them the first Canadian 
group to have a number 


one song on the U.S. Hot 100, 
“American Woman”. 

“With all the madness in the 
world, there is one thing that 
Canada and the U.S. share,” Kale 
said. “And that is the longest 
undefended border in the world.” 

The Guess Who concluded 
with their cover of Little Richard’s 
classic hit “Lucille”, their album 
“These Eyes” (1969) and the top 
five U.S. song “No Time”. 

Originating in Flint, Mich., 
Grand Funk Railroad is known 
for their high-energy arena rock 
music style. 

Grand Funk Railroad current 
members include Mel Schacher 
of Owosso, Mich., bass guitar- 
ist and co-founder; Max Carl, 
lead singer and guitarist; Bruce 
Kulick, guitarist; Don Brewer, of 
Swartz Creek, Mich., co-founder, 
drummer and vocalist; and Tim 
Cashion, pianist. 

“Are you ready for some 
Detroit city rock ‘n’ roll soul,” 
Carl asked the crowd. 

The blues rock band began 
with “Bottle Rocket” from the 
2000s, “Rock and Roll Soul” 
(1972), “Footstompin’ Music” 
(1972) and the 1974 chart topper 
“Shinin’ On”. 

“The Loco-Motion” is a 
1962 pop song, written by 
American songwriters Gerry 
Goffin and Carole King. Grand 
Funk Railroad recorded this on 
their 1974 album “Shinin’ On”, 


produced by Todd Rundgren. The 
cover became their second chart- 
topping single. 

“Second Chance”, a song 
written and sung by Carl for his 
southern rock band 38 Special 
was performed. 

Next, Brewer performed a 
sensational 10-minute drum solo 
that continued to keep the audi- 
ence enthused. 

Kulick then performed 
“The Star Spangled Banner” 
with his wailing guitar. Played 
next was The Animals’ cover 
“Inside Looking Out”, and the 
Billboard Hot 100 top three 
hit “Some Kind of Wonderful” 
from the album “All Girls in 
the World Beware! ! !” 

The band’s name is a play- 
on-words from the Grand Trunk 


Western Railroad that runs 
through Flint. 

Grand Funk Railroad closed 
the show with “I’m Your Captain 
(Closer to Home), the 1970 hit 
which was also their longest 
recording, lasting more than 10 
minutes. The final song was their 
first number one hit “We’re An 
American Band” from 1973, 
the song is sung by Brewer and 
it broadened the band’s appeal 
when first released. 

According to grandfunkrail- 
road.com, the total number of 
Grand Funk Railroad records 
sold worldwide exceeds 25 
million copies. Last year 
marked their 45 -year mile- 
stone, and the band plans to 
continue touring for both new 
and long-time fans. 


Roe Visual LED video wall lights up stage in time for SECR Outdoor Summer Concert Series 
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Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

The SECR Production Team run through diagnostic 
programs on one of the two video wall monitors 
slated to be stage left and right at the SECR 2015 
Outdoor Summer Concert Series. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

One of the biggest production 
challenges many state of the art 
venues face is how to project clear 
images on stage to your audience. 
The problem is solved as the firm 
based out of Shenzhen, China, 
Roe Visual, has the perfect solu- 
tion for Soaring Eagle Casino 
& Resort Production Manager 
Henry Kubin. 

“The ‘MC-7H Touring 
Model’ from Roe was a cost- 
effective fit and met all of our 
production requirements,” 
Kubin said. “We purchased the 
new units from Tours by Sloan 
and I have worked with them on 
other video projects for (SECR). 
This is one example of a capital 
project that includes our transi- 
tion from standard-definition 
video to high-definition video 
for image magnification. Our 
Technical Support Specialist 
Simon Greaves is quick to pro- 
duce engineering and install 
data when requested. We have 
received an enormous amount of 
free technical support after pur- 
chases from this vendor related 
to a previous entertainment hall 
video project.” 

Kubin believes this equip- 
ment upgrade is the first of 
its kind for Native casinos in 
Michigan, and Tribal Council 
Treasurer Shelly Bailey sees the 
importance of the investment. 

“So many times our Tribe has 
been supporting rental centers 


and looking at ways to decrease 
our investment and storage of 
inventory,” Bailey said. “When 
we heard of the proposal at 
the Soaring Eagle Director’s 
Meeting, we knew the return 
on investment was worth it to 
purchase the equipment just in 
time for the outdoor summer 
concert season.” 

Marketing Director Raul 
Venegas informs that the Roe 
Visual touring model will be 
used indoors when applicable, 
and it will also be used dur- 
ing trade shows and SECR- 
sponsored events. 

“Point-of-sale display adver- 
tising and the amount of impres- 
sions or views your audience 
sees, brings a tremendous mar- 
keting benefit to the Soaring 
Eagle brand,” Venegas said. 
“Our team estimates a com- 
parative market value would 
be $15,000 each time the tour- 
ing model system is present. 
We have several events we par- 
ticipate in yearly, and we know 
we can enjoy the benefits of the 
system right here on property, 
but to take it to ‘Arts, Beats & 
Eats’ and other regional festi- 
vals, increases the exposure to 
our business.” 

SECR Lighting Technician 
Brian Berg touts one advan- 
tage of owning this equipment 
versus renting: It allows tech- 
nicians to be able to tune the 
screens to SECR cameras and 
pre-show presentations on a 
consistent basis. 


“When we rented the video 
trailers in years past, their tech- 
nicians were responsible for the 
calibration and sometimes we 
weren’t on the same page as 
them,” Berg said. “With us own- 
ing the screens, we should see 
fewer failures due to the fact that 
we’ll be maintaining them our- 
selves and we’ll get very famil- 
iar with the system knowing its 
nuances. They are also very easy 
to assemble and to strike down 
after show, making them a piece 
of user-friendly equipment for 
SECR stagehands.” 

Berg sees an industry trend 
and as technology changes, will 
other innovation surpass the 
Roe Visual touring model prod- 
uct in quality? 

“Technology, and espe- 
cially LED technology, is pro- 
gressing at a staggering rate 
right now,” he said. “The ven- 
dor we chose to purchase from 
uses many different systems 
and chose this one due to its 
features, reliability, and cur- 
rent company growth of Roe 
Visual. They’re a fairly new 
company who aims to listen 
and design products that their 
customers want. In time, I’m 
sure there will be better prod- 
ucts on the market, but for the 
features and quality of this 
system, this will certainly be 
relevant for years to come.” 

SECR Video Technician 
Matt Thomas assisted Kubin 
with the diagnostic testing men- 
tions the beauty of this system is 


it’s designed for road use and to 
be mobile. 

“The system is designed 
around a modular skeleton-type 
framework that can be config- 
ured in many different ways 
depending on our needs or cre- 
ative desires. If a single pixel 
fails, a module can be replaced 
in minutes. Quick clips and mag- 
nets hold the panels in place on 
the frame so that speedy repairs 
are easy to perform,” Berg said. 
“Assembly is quick with trained 
technicians. The actual assembly 
of each video wall only takes 
roughly an hour.” 

Berg said there is a distinct 
advantage of the model and its 
7.5mm pixels. 

“In the past, we rented mobile 
trailers that had a resolution of 
20mm pixel pitch; that means 


there is 20mm between the indi- 
vidual pixels,” Berg said. “From 
a distance, like from the hill seat- 
ing at our outdoor venue, the pic- 
ture looks nice and clear. But up 
close, much of the detail is gone. 
Small text disappears in the 
empty spaces between the pixels 
making it hard to read some of 
our advertisements. 

“With this system having a 
7.5mm pixel pitch, there is almost 
three times more detail,” he said. 
“You’ll really notice the differ- 
ence up close, and that’s where 
our highest paying customers 
typically pay to sit. There are 
higher resolution video walls on 
the market, but those are almost 
exclusively rated for indoor use 
only. This system is designed to 
be watertight and can survive the 
occasional summer rainstorm.” 
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GET YOUR 
TICKETS TODA 

SOARING EAGLE OR 

“““ussr 

1.800. 514. ET 

ETIX.COM 


Mt Pleasant, Ml I 1.888.7.EAGLE.7 

SoaringEagleCasino.com 


EAGLE CONCERT EXTRAS 


$20 

PREMIUM PLAY 

Valid day of show. With 
putchose of 2 or more tickets 
at the Soaring Eagle box office 
prioi to date of show. 


15% OFF 
KIDS QUEST 

Show youi concert ticket 
doy of show. 15% off 

hourly childcare rate. 


FREE DESSERT/ APPETIZER 

Valid ot Siniikoung Steak & Chop House. 
With entree purchase. Show your concert 
ticket doy of show. 


entertainment 

room package 


o 


wo 


(First Goss room. Based on double occupancy.) 

.$10 in Premium Play per person 

.$10 drink credit per person 

•24- hour pass to Aurora Buffet per person 
(SUN.-THURS. 1 1 AM-1 1PM) <»• & *AT. 1 1 AM-12AM) 


CALL 877.2.EAGLE.2 

TO PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS AND BOOK YOUR ESCAPE! 
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Lace up the tennis shoes and join the SCIT T2T Team 


ROBY N GRINZINGER 

T2TTeam Coordinator 

We welcome you to join the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe’s “Tribe-to-Tribe 

(T2T)” team in the upcoming 
activity challenge. 

Last year SCIT took fifth 
place! Can we beat last year’s 
win? We can with your help! 

What is T2T? It is a nine- 
week physical fitness self- 
reporting challenge between 
10 tribes in Michigan. 

Who can join? All Tribal 
Members, their families and chil- 
dren and any SCIT employee. 

All are welcome - from new 
exercise beginners to those 
who exercise daily. 

What type of activity 
counts? Any exercise counts: 


Walking, running, basketball, 
biking, swimming, yard work, 
any step you take counts. We 
will have a limited number of 
pedometers available. 

Do I have to come to the gym? 
No. It can be anywhere. In the 
gym, home, outside, etc. 

Participants will use the 
Michigan Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield’s “Walking Works” 
online tracking system. 

Our goal is to see which tribe 
can log the most miles from 
May 3 -July 5. 

The winners will be 
announced at the Michigan 
Indian Family Olympics on July 
17 in Shepherd, Mich. 

We know exercise is impor- 
tant, so why not make a fun 
competition out of it? We can 
get fit and healthy for summer. 


How do I join T2T? 

1. Register on www.walking- 
works.com (beginning May 1). 

2. Plan: Michigan Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield. 

3 . Program: 2015 Tribe to Tribe 
Blues Community Challenge. 

4. Choose Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe team. 

5. Track your physical activ- 
ity (self-reporting). The website 
will walk you through the steps. 

6. Keep track from May 
3 -July 5 and enter each activity 
on the website. 

7. You will be amazed how 
much exercise you are doing 
when you are tracking. 

New this year: Michigan 
kids can participate in the tribe- 
to-tribe marathon. It is a spe- 
cial challenge for youth aged 


Today's To Do: 

n Eat 

n Workout 
I J Be Awesome 


6-17. The kids’ challenge to 
walk/run (not all at once but 
throughout the nine weeks) 
the first 25.3 miles. 

The kids will be given a spe- 
cial paper logging form to track 
activity. Contact Robyn or Judy 
to register your child for the 
marathon and to get the form. 

During MIFO, all the kids 
that have been logging for the 
marathon will do the last mile 
together around the track. All 


the participating children will 
receive an official marathon 
medal in addition to other 
prizes from BC/BS. 

Also this year, BC/BS is ask- 
ing any interested youth to be 
a tribal wellness reporter. The 
goal is to have them take pho- 
tos or video and share stories of 
health and wellness activities 
happening around the tribe. 

If you would like to be a 
reporter, or have any ques- 
tions, please contact Robyn 
at rgrinzinger@sagchip. org 
or 989-775-4649 or Judy at 
jdavis@sagchip.org or 989- 
775-4629. Please email them 
when you have joined the 
SCIT team. 

Thank you BC/BS and 
Shelly DuFort for coordina- 
tion of this program. 


A is for asparagus: Health benefits of the popular member of the lily family 


(The following article is a 
reprint from the April 2015 
Environmental Nutrition , written 
by Kaley Todd, MS, RDN. This 
article has been reprinted, with 
permission, and submitted by 
Nimkee Public Health Nutritionist 
Sally Van Cise, RDN.) 

The folklore. A harbinger of 
spring, the name asparagus 
(asparagaceae) comes from 
an old Greek word meaning 


“stalk or shoot.” The plant is 
a member of the lily family, 
which originated in the east- 
ern Mediterranean where it 
still grows wild. Asparagus 
was used in traditional medi- 
cine to treat all manner of 
conditions, such as heart ail- 
ments, dropsy, toothaches, 
skin conditions, beestings, 
fertility, and even hangovers. 

The facts. Asparagus was 
brought to America by early 


colonists, who referred to the 
vegetable as “sparrow grass.” 
Today, California produces 
60 percent of the commer- 
cial asparagus in the U.S.; 
New Jersey, Washington and 
Massachusetts also are major 
contributors. Asparagus, com- 
prised of 93 percent water, is 
naturally low in calories and 
sodium. Yet the spears are 
potent in several nutrients, 
such as folate, fiber, iron, and 
vitamins A, C, and K, as well 
as rutin, a flavonoid thought 
to contain anti-inflammatory 
properties, and the antioxi- 
dant glutathione. 

The findings. Asparagus is 
notorious for its unusual side 
effect on urine odor, a result 
of the body metabolizing a 
sulfur-containing compound 
called asparagusic acid into 
a relative of the skunk spray 
essence called methanethiol. 

According to recent find- 
ings, due to genetic differences, 
most people do indeed produce 
methanethiol after consuming 
asparagus. However, asparagus 
has its share of pleasant side 
effects, too. 

Research suggests that eat- 
ing asparagus may help pro- 
mote heart health, prevent 
kidney stones, reduce the risk 
of neural tube defects, act as 


Grilled Asparagus 


Ingredients: 

• 1 lb fresh asparagus 

• Marinade: (A cup lemon juce or 
Balsamic vinegar and 3 tbsp Extra 
Virgin Olive Oil.) 


Instructions: 

1. Clean asparagus; break into halves; place in a large bowl or a 
1 -gallon baggie. 

2. Pour in marinade. 

3. Roll asparagus so that all is covered. Refrigerate. 

4. Roll the asparagus /marinade mixture several times for the next 
two hours. 

5. Place spears onto a grilling basket, place the basket onto the 
barbeque grill, and cook turning as needed, so that all sides are 
nicely browned. 

6. Asparagus should be fork-tender. 



Nimkee Fitness Center Group Exercise Schedule May 2015 


Time 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

8 a.m. 

Aqua Fit 
Sharon 


Aqua Fit 
Sharon 


Aqua Fit 
Sharon 

12:10 p.m. 

Turbo Kick 
Jayme 

Suspension 

Training 

Jayme 

Boot Camp 
Jaden 

Fat Blast 

Jayme 

CrossFitness 

Jaden 

1:10 p.m. 



Turbo Kick 
Jayme 


Turbo Kick 
Jayme 

5:10 p.m. 

Fat Blast 

Jayme 

Kick & Step 

Jeni 


Beginner's 
Running Group 
Jayme 


5:30 p.m. 


(5:10 p.m.) 
Beginner's 
Running Group 
Jayme 

Belly Dance 
Deanna 




a diuretic, and aid in diabetes. 
A 2006 study published in the 
British Journal of Nutrition 
reported that an extract of 
asparagus helped control 
blood glucose levels, which 
may offer benefits in manag- 
ing diabetes. 

The finer points. Tenderness 
is the key element when selecting 
asparagus. Look for tight, com- 
pact buds and fresh, firm stalks 
that break with a crisp snap. 
Asparagus is extremely perish- 
able, so use it quickly after pur- 
chase. To maintain its freshness, 


wrap the ends with damp paper 
towels before placing in the 
refrigerator. To prepare, snap 
off the woody end of each stalk 
at the point where it will break 
easily. These elegant spears 
are extremely versatile and can 
be blanched, roasted, grilled, 
or sauteed. Asparagus is deli- 
cious prepared simply with fresh 
lemon juice or herbs, wrapped 
in prosciutto, or topped with a 
poached egg. You also can add 
pureed asparagus to soups or 
sauces, or mix cooked aspara- 
gus into casseroles or salads. 


Creamy Tarragon Asparagus Soup 

**Makes four servings 


Ingredients: 


• 2 tsp olive oil 

• 1 medium onion, thinly sliced 

• 1 clove garlic, minced 

• V 2 cup low fat milk 


• 6 cups chopped asparagus 

• 3 cups low sodium chicken broth 

• % cup fresh tarragon leaves 

• Salt and pepper to taste (optional) 



Instructions: 

1. Heat in oil and pot over medium heat. Add onions and cook 
until soft. Add garlic and cook additional 30 seconds. 

2. Add asparagus and broth and bring to a boil. Reduce heat to 
medium-low, add tarragon, milk, salt and pepper and cook until 
the asparagus is tender. 

3. Remove from heat and cool slighdy. 

4. Puree mixture in blender until smooth and creamy. Return to 
pot and bring to a simmer. 


Nutritional Information: 

100 calories, 14g carbohydrates, 5g fiber, 3g fat, 8g protien, 500mg sodium 

Recipe courtesy of Kaley Todd, MS, RDN 



Positions Now Available! 


Apply today at 

www.migiziedc.com 
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Health 


Alchoholism is a family disease: Al-Anon Family Groups can help 


A 


Al-Anon Family Groups 

Strength and hope for friends and families of problem drinkers 

Meetings every Wednesday • 5 p.m. at Behavioral Health 


KARE N BON D 

Contributing Writer 

Alcoholism is a family disease. 
The well-being of anyone liv- 
ing with an alcoholic is affected 
emotionally, physically, and spiri- 
tually. Al-Anon Family Groups 
offer help to anyone who is or has 
been affected by the problem of 
alcoholism in a friend or relative. 

In Al-Anon, members solve 
their common problems by shar- 
ing experience, strength, and 
hope with each other. Whatever 
our relationship to the alcoholic, 
we find in Al-Anon a place to 
share, a place to care, and a place 
to grow. 

Did you grow up with a prob- 
lem drinker? The following 


questions may help you deter- 
mine if Al-Anon is for you. 

1. Do you constantly seek 
approval and affirmation? 

2. Do you fail to recognize 
your accomplishments? 

3. Do your fear criticism? 

4. Do you overextend yourself? 

5. Have you had problems with 


your own compulsive behavior? 

6. Do you have a need for 
perfection? 

7. Are you uneasy when your 
life is going smoothly, contin- 
ually anticipating problems? 

8. Do you feel more alive in 
the midst of a crisis? 

9. Do you still feel respon- 
sible for others, as you did 


for the problem drinker in 
your life? 

10. Do you care for others eas- 
ily, yet find it difficult to care for 
yourself? 

11. Do you isolate yourself 
from other people? 

12. Do you respond with 
fear to authority figures and 
angry people? 

13. Do you feel that individ- 
uals and society in general are 
taking advantage of you? 

14. Do you have trouble 
with intimate relationships? 

15. Do you confuse pity 
with love, as you did with the 
problem drinker? 

16. Do you attract and/or 
seek people who tend to be 
compulsive and/or abusive? 


17. Do you cling to relation- 
ships because you are afraid of 
being alone? 

18. Do you often mistrust 
your own feelings and the feel- 
ings expressed by others? 

19. Do you find it difficult 
to identify and express your 
emotions? 

20. Do you think some- 
one’s drinking may have 
affected you? 

Al-Anon is for families, rela- 
tives, and friends whose lives 
have been affected by someone 
else’s drinking. If someone close 
to you, such as a family member, 
friend, co-worker, or neighbor, 
has or has had a drinking prob- 
lem. Al-Anon is for you! 


The truth 

LEAH MA RKEL 

Nimkee Health Educator 

Why are there smoke-free poli- 
cies and why do they tell you 
how far away from a building 
you can smoke? If you are a 
smoker and feel like these poli- 
cies are just one more way of 
being controlled and losing 
freedom, you are not alone. I 
would like you to consider that 
it may be that policymakers care 
about you and your loved ones. 

According to the Center 
for Disease Control, “Tobacco 
smoke contains more than 
7,000 chemicals, including 
hundreds that are toxic and 
about 70 that can cause cancer.” 

Here are a few examples of 
some of the harmful effects of 
second hand smoke: 

Health effects in children: 

• Ear infections 

• More frequent and severe 

asthma attacks 

• Respiratory infections such 

as bronchitis and pneumonia 

Health effects in adults: 

• Heart Disease 

• Lung Cancer 

• Stroke 

Some of you may be won- 
dering if electronic cigarettes or 


about cigarettes, e-cigarettes and hookahs 


hookahs would be a safe alterna- 
tive to use in place of cigarettes. 

Are e-cigarettes and hoo- 
kahs really safe? There are 
companies that market e-ciga- 
rettes as a quit smoking tool, but 
are they safe? 

According to the Chicago 
Department of Public Health, 
“The aerosol (incorrectly 
called vapor) contains nico- 
tine, hazardous ultrafine par- 
ticles that lodge deeply in 
the lungs of nonsmokers, 
and toxins known to cause 
cancer. That is why it is not 
appropriate to use these prod- 
ucts in smoke-free environ- 
ments, such as workplaces. 
Electronic smoking devices 
are unregulated products that 
have no requirements for 
ingredient disclosure, accurate 
labeling or quality control.” 

According to David 
Tinkleman, MD, medical direc- 
tor of the smoking cessation 
programs at National Jewish 
Health, “The problem is there’s 
no regulation as to the dose of 
nicotine that’s in the products. 
Some electronic cigarettes 
deliver a very high content of 
nicotine - far, far higher than 
smoking several cigarettes.” 

Some risks have already 
been identified. A study pub- 
lished in May 2014 in Nicotine 


and Tobacco Research found 
e-cigarettes that use tank sys- 
tems; which allow larger quan- 
tities of juice to be vaporized 
and often have larger batteries 
that heat with higher tempera- 
tures, can also produce formal- 
dehyde, a known carcinogen, at 
the same levels as combustible 
cigarettes. 

Did you know that the 
liquid nicotine in e-ciga- 
rettes (often flavored for 
enjoyment) is a rising cause 
of poisonings? As stated on 
the WebMD website, The 
number of calls to poison 
control centers for nicotine 
poisoning from e-cigarettes 
has risen dramatically in 
recent years, U.S. health offi- 
cials have reported. 

Calls related to poisoning 
from the liquid nicotine used in 
these devices were running at 
a rate of roughly one a month 
in 2010, but jumped to 215 in 
February 2014, according to 
the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

Even more troubling, more 
than half (51 percent) of the 
poison calls involved children 
aged 5 and younger, while 42 
percent involved people aged 
20 and older. 

“The time has come to start 
thinking about what we can do 


to keep this from turning into 
an even worse public health 
problem,” said Tim McAfee, 
director of the CDC’s Office 
on Smoking and Health. 

At one point, it was thought 
that smoking cigarettes was 
safe and since we do not have 
enough information on the 
effects of e-cigarettes and 
hookahs, you may want to 
consider to error on the side of 
caution and not use them. If 
you have e-juice (vaping liq- 
uid) in your home, please keep 
it out of the reach of children. 


If you are interested in quit- 
ting, call the Michigan Tobacco 
Quit Line 1-800-QUIT-NOW 
or visit www.michigan.gov/ 
tobacco 

Services offered by the 
Quitline include: 

• Coaching, motivation, and 
tips to help you quit 

• Educational materials 

• Referrals to local programs 

• Online coaching 

• Text messaging 

• Free nicotine replacement 
therapy if you qualify 


Beginning Monday, April 27, the Nimkee Clinic 

will be open at 7:30 a.m. 

for labs, medication pick-up, and referrals 


-NOTICE- 

Nimkee Clinic Dental Department will bill for all 
insurances including Delta Dental for SCIT 
Members, Tribal Operation and SECR employees 
that are eligible to receive services at Nimkee Clinic. 


Need a Lawyer to Protect Your Rights? 


Assaults I Drug Charges I Negligent Homicide I Sex Charges I Fraud 
Embezzlement I Theft I Breaking & Entering I Murder Charges 
Domestic Violence I Drunk Driving I Juvenile Offenses 


• Former Prosecutor for Isabella County for 12 years 

• Past President of Prosecuting Attorney Association of Michigan 

• Obtained “Not Guilty” verdicts in Homicide, Sexual Assault 
and Drunk Driving Cases 

• Mt. Pleasant Buyer’s Guide/Morning Sun and CM Life 
Newspaper awarded “People’s Choice Award” 

• Voted #1 “Best Attorney” for the last 13 years in a row! 




Joseph T. Barberi, P.C. Attorneys at Law 


989.773.3423 or 800.336.3523 

2305 Hawthorn Dr, Suite C, Mt. Pleasant 

www.josephbarberi.com 


Aggressively Defending Your Rights... 

DWIGHT R. CARPENTER 


ATTORNEY 


Criminal Defense Only • Statewide 



Criminal Defense - All Courts 

Tribal Court - Defense 

Statewide Referrals for Civil Law Suits 

Over 1,500 Licenses Restored! 

FREE CONSULTATION 

Notary and Power of Attorney Services available 
Bi-weekiy per cap assignments can be done in my office 


We have more Native American clients than any other 
attorney in the area because we care!! 

We now accept credit cards. 


989 - 386-4114 

2339 E. [aldington Dr. • Clare 
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Keeping up with technology: Top-rated applications for Elders 


FE LICIA MCC RARY 

BSW Intern 

We are living in the age of tech- 
nology. It seems that every day 
a new product comes along, 
complete with a new operating 
system, new applications, and 
new demands. It can be very 
confusing to try and figure out 
how to work these items - espe- 
cially after just getting a handle 
on the old ones. 

Here at Andahwod, we would 
like to assist you in any way we 
can in regards to figuring out the 
easiest and most effective ways to 
operate your devices. 

Companies are picking up on 
the fact that our older generation 
is becoming very tech savvy. With 
the purchasing of tablets, smart 
phones, and computers, compa- 
nies are met with the demands of 
creating products that are acces- 
sible to everyone. Here are some 
of the top-rated apps for Elders. 

Health: 

• Instant Heart Rate (Apple): 
If you would like to check your 
heart rate on-the-go, this app is 
for you. By placing your finger 
over the camera, this app can 


measure your beats per minute 
(BPM) instantly. And it’s free! 

• Pillboxie (Apple): This 99 
cents app helps you to manage 
your medication by tracking 
what you’re taking and remind- 
ing you of times. Reviews 
show this app is used best for 
long-term prescriptions 

Puzzles/Memory: 

• Lumosity (Apple): This is 
a free application that provides 
scientific games designed to chal- 
lenge your brain. If you are look- 
ing to stay sharp, this app might 
be for you! 

• Words with Friends (Apple, 
Android): Rated the most popular 
(and free) mobile word game. This 
app allows you to connect with 
friends or solo to solve Scrabble- 
like puzzles while improving your 
own vocabulary. 

Entertainment/News: 

• TED Talks (Apple, Android): 
Browse through hundreds of 
innovative talks given by leaders 
in their profession. With this free 
app, you have the ability to learn 
something new every day! 

• Flipboard (Apple, Android): 
this free app is a one-stop shop 


MAY 2015 

Tribal Elder Birthdays 


1 

Steven Pego, Phillip Peters 
Sr., Leo Bennett Sr. 

2 

Robin Francis, Gerald Ice, 
Marlene Sova 

3 

Jacqueline Wemigwans, 
Mary Fender, 

Phillip Shenoskey 

4 

Brian Chippeway, William 
Federico, William Cloutier, 

6 

Tony Starkey, Steve 

Collins, Darrell Coon, 
David Cyr, Debbie Gose, 
Kathryn Shanks 

7 

Carol Shanks, 

Marie Wicks 

8 

Susan Brooks, 

Marjorie Wehner 

9 

Jean Ross, Steven Godbey 

10 

Lawrence Smith, Julie 
Allred, Bonnie Klattjudy 
Potter, Harvey Wright, 
Susan Yamry 

11 

Samuel DeFoy, Diane 

Pego, Kimberly Gerard, 
Troy Hart 

12 

Elaine Shawnoo, 

Bonnie Glover 

13 

Duane Pelcher Sr., 
Frederick Bailey Sr., Gary 
Henry, MaryAnn Reis, 
Frank Romer 

15 

Mildred Sepulveda, 
Deborah Grills 

16 

Orville Jackson, Linda 
Cook, Carolyn Estill, 

David Jackson, Allan Slater 
Jr., Lena Stempek, 

Sheila Villarreal 


17 

John Quigno, 

Paullette Pashenee, 

Gary Schneider 

18 

Dolores Hernandez, 
Virginia LaMere, 

Rose Sawyer 

19 

Judith Banister, 

Helen Peters, Terrence 
Frank, Ella Powers, 

George Russell, Kay Wert 

20 

Robert Bennett, 

Bonnie Cantu 

21 

April Borton, Damian 
Fisher, Angel Jackson, 

Rose Wassegijig, Bobbie 
Brown, Rita Stambaugh, 
Julie Whitepigeon 

22 

Volinda Morsey, James 
Walker, Yvonne Dyer 

23 

Larry Pelcher, Richard 
Smith Sr., Claudia 
Spalding, Steven Waynee, 
Linda Staples 

24 

Marlene Garlick, 

David Rhodes 

25 

Steven Martin, Shirley 
Houle, Gary Davis, James 
Sprague, Carolyn Stolz 

27 

Frank Davis, Joseph 
Garlick, Lester Solomon 

28 

Gail George, Harold 
Gould, Elijah Jackson 

29 

Anne Peters, Patricia 

Peters, Connie Freiburger, 
Rosalie Berry, Robert Fallis 

30 

Richard Moggo, Paul 
Schramm Jr. 

31 

Karen Siminski 


for all of your social news inter- 
ests. By setting up your own 
preferences, Flipboard creates 
a personalized magazine, pull- 
ing pieces from PEOPLE maga- 
zine, Vanity Fair, The New York 
Times and many more. 

Accessibility/Assistance: 

• Find my iPhone (Apple): 
By simply signing in to your 
Apple account, you can locate a 
lost iPhone, iPad, Mac or iPod. 
At no charge, you can protect 
yourself and your data on all of 
your Apple devices. 

• Magnifying glass with light 
(Apple, Android): Struggling to 
read small print? Are the lights 
too dim? This app can help you 
read under these circumstances. 
Thankfully, it is only a download 
away, and it is free. 

If you don’t own an Apple 
product, no problem! There are 
a few programs that are meant 
to assist in simplifying Android 
devices. Please consider the fol- 
lowing display options to make 


it easier to navigate your mobile 
phone, are all free! 

• Necta Launcher: This dis- 
play setting allows a lot less clut- 
tered appearance to the screen. It 
magnifies the view of the screen 
including all buttons that are con- 
sidered the favorite of the user 
like calculator, contact list, tex- 
ting, and camera features. 

• Big Launcher: very simi- 
lar to Necta, Big Launcher also 
seeks to simplify the home screen 
with only the most useful buttons 
represented. They animate each 
of their colors with pictures of a 
phone, a camera, etc. 

• Large Launcher Senior Phone: 
This display is a little busier than 
Necta and Big Launcher. What it 
lacks in simplicity, it makes up for 
in features. There are a couple dif- 
ferent theme options available for 
users to choose from and a preset 
flashlight just a touch away. 

• Fontrillos: The layout of this 
display is stacked in layers and 
requires users to use common ges- 
tures such as swiping left and right 
to access more options. Complete 


with a flashlight, this display 
option is a perfect introduction for 
those who want to leam how to 
use any mobile device. 

• Wiser: Considered the 
most senior-friendly in regards 
to design, this display is a per- 
fect combination of the previous 
options. It places the most used 
buttons on the front page with 
more options that can be accessed 
with a simple swipe to the left or 
right. The only downside is the 
design is pretty simple without 
much room for variation. 

We hope these apps will make 
your technology usage simple and 
fun! If you have questions about 
your device, we would love to 
help you find solutions. Stop by 
the front office or give us a call 
at 989 - 775-4300 for assistance. 
Please ask for Case Manager Julie 
Pego or Felicia McCrary, intern. 

(Sources: Welcome Home 
Care , 2015; Sunrise Senior 

Living, 2013; Verizon Wireless, 
2011 ; AppsZoom, 2013) 


District One Elders Services lawn care guidelines 


Spring is here, and with spring 
comes the chore of lawn care. 
District One Elders Services 
offers lawn care services for 
Elders who qualify in accor- 
dance with the guidelines listed 
below. If interested in lawn care 
services, give Andahwod a call at 
989 - 775-4306 or 989 - 775 - 4307 . 

1 . To qualify for services, an 
individual must be a member of 
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe and 62 years or older. 
Priority will be given to those 
Elders that match the guidelines 
found on the service application. 

2. Tribal Member Elders who 
are between 50-61 years old may 
qualify for service if they have a 
specific documented disbability 
or severe functional limitation 
that would specifically prevent 
them from performing this chore. 

3. Lawn care will be performed 
for Elders at their primary resi- 
dence only. The primary address 
for an Elder must be the same as 
that which is on file at the Tribal 
Clerk’s Office for not less than 30 
days at the time of service request. 
The residence must be occupied 
by the Elder on a continuous basis 
during the months where services 
will be performed. 

4. Elders that do not closely 
match the guidelines may be 
declined services. Any Elder 
who is turned down for services 
has the right to a service request 
review and to receive a written 
determination from the Elders 
Advisory Board (EAB). 

5. An Elder may initiate a ser- 
vice request review by adress- 
ing a letter to the EAB, or by 
appearing before the EAB in 
person at any regular meeting of 
the Board. 

6. All Elders that request 
lawn care services are required 
to submit a completed appli- 
cation to be kept on file in the 
Elder Services Office each year. 


7. All Elders requesting 
services due to disability are 
required to have their disability 
documented by a physician and 
provide a copy of this documen- 
tation to be kept on file in the 
Elder Services Office. 

8. Any Elder that requests 
lawn care services is required 
to participate in a home visit at 
least once per year to be con- 
ducted by the Elder Services 
case manager and/or Elders 
advocate. The purpose of the 
home visit will be to assess: 

a. The physical condition/ 
limitations of the Elder. 

b. The amount of reasonable 
assitance available to the Elder 
from other individuals living 
in the home. 


c. The overall health and 
wellness of the Elder, and what, 
if any, other services can be rec- 
ommended to the Elder. 

9. Any information resulting 
from the home visit, as well as the 
application itself and any support- 
ing documentation is considered 
confidential. The Elder Services 
Program will not disclose or dis- 
cuss any information with any 
third party without a consent form 
signed by the Elder. 

10. Lawn care services will 
be done, weather permitting, on 
an every other week basis. 

11. Lawn care services will 
be limited to cutting the grass, 
not grooming the lawn. 

12. Lawn care services are 
limited to not more than one acre. 


Indoor Rummage & Craft Sale 


Saturday, May 16 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

At Andahwod 


Tables are $10 each 
Three table limit per vendor 
Tables must be paid in advance 
Contact: 989 - 775.4302 


1 1 

<°x°x°x°x°x°x°xx°x°> 
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Elders Advisory Board Vacancy 

Interested Elders must meet the following eligibility requirements: 

• 50 years and older • Advocate for Tribal Elders • District One 

• SCIT Member • Attend meetings regularly 

If you meet these requirements and would like to be a part of the EAB please 
submit a letter of interest with your name, address and phone number to: 

Andahwod ccc & es Deadline* 

2910 S. Leaton Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 May 29,2015 


For more info, pleace call: 

989.775.4300 


A n dahwo 

d M a q F vents 

Euchre 

Language Bingo 

Tuesdays at 6 p.m. 

May 7 at 1 p.m. 

Jewelry with Kay 

Elders Breakfast 

May 5 at 1 p.m. 

May 13 & 27 from 9 - 10 a.m. 
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Elders 


Tribal Elders and residents are ready to move at Andahwod “Spring Fling” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal Elder and Andahwod Resident Yogi Jackson has 20 
winning reasons to give a high five at the “Spring Fling.” 


JOSEPH V. SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

Even though the weather was 
a bit chilly, the warmth peo- 
ple feel when they come to 
Andahwod was present as the 
Elders and residents celebrated 
their April 11 “Spring Fling.” 

Andahwod Elder Community 
Activity Assistant Tomarrah 
Green indicated there were 
about 25 participants at the fes- 
tivities and everyone had a great 
time with plenty of laughter to 
go around. 

“The evening started with 
spring-themed music, mock- 
tails, hors d'oeuvres, and min- 
gling,” Green said. “At the 
registration desk as the Elders 
arrived, they received a rose 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The punch bowl was filled 
with Andahwod’s version 
of a mocktail. 

boutonniere that indicated by 
color (red, white or black) if 
their relationship status was 
single, complicated, or taken. 

Sources confirm the black 
rose meant it was a compli- 
cated relationship. 

There was a $5 cover charge to 
enter the event, and all of the entry 
fee moneys went to the winners 


of the highly popular cash raffle. 
Elaine Shawnoo won $10, Guy 
Fallis won $20, Yogi Jackson 
won $20, Phyllis Kequom won 
$30, Jo Kathy Sprague won $40 
and Dominic Stone took home 
the grand prize of $50. 

Andahwod Senior Assisted 
Living Administrator Gayle 
Ruhl thanked her staff for the 
hard work and recalled the 
weather didn’t cooperate with 
their last planned Valentine’s 
Day event. 

“The snow cancelled that 
event but we moved the event 
over to ‘Spring Fling’ and it 
worked it, especially with the 
popularity of the cake walk,” 
Ruhl said. 

Nearly everyone took home 
at least one cake in the cake 
walk that resembled a musi- 
cal chairs competition. After a 
couple of rounds of the normal 
cake walk, the game switched 
up to where participants had to 
do a dance move to win their 
cake. The cakes were donated 
by community members. 

There was also a spring trivia 
game where Elders punched 
a hole to win a prize of jew- 
elry inside. The jewelry was 
donated through the Soaring 
Eagle Casino & Resort from 
unclaimed lost and found items. 

Andahwod Dietary Lead 
Cook Damon Cornett and his 


staff prepared a meal that could 
be enjoyed by all. 

“We had the traditional chips 
and dip that you would expect 
along with cheese and crackers 
and decorative fruit kabobs,” 
Cornett said. “A full comple- 
ment of veggie tray with chex 
mix and bruschetta rounded 


out the event. We also included 
specialty mock tails of fake 
champagne and fake sangria.” 

A special miigwetch was 
in order for SECR Food & 
Beverage Executive Chef Chris 
Nadobny as his staff prepared a 
special Spring Fling sheet cake 
for the occasion. 



The cake walk gave everyone a cause to pause as Tribal 
Elder and Andahwod Resident Jerry Douglas tries to land on 
the right place at the right time. 


/+HIPPEWA 



989-779-2227 

Available for All of Your Central & Northern Michigan Needs! 

No Distance Too Far! | Enjoy Our Wine & Micro Brew Tours In Traverse City! 


Need A Ride? 

We Can Help!! Lift Van Available 

In Vehicle Electronic Credit Card Processing 

For All Major Credit Cards 


VISA 


DISCOVER 


• Casino Runs 

• Seniors 
•Work 

• Lift Vans 

• Golf Courses 

• Weddings 

• Party Vans 

• Bar Runs 

• Ski Resorts 


• Airport Pickup and Drop Off 

Airline Vouchers Accepted 

• Corporate Accounts Welcomed 

Available with Direct Billing 

• Medical Transportation Services 

With Direct Insurance Billing 


Facebook Us @ Chippewacabalma 


Hea/r/, p 
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Behavioral Health 

PROGRAMS 

Nog-da-win-da-meg • “Taking care of one another” 


2800 S. Shepherd Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant MI, 48858 

989 - 775-4850 

www.sagchip.org/behavioralhealth 


Outpatient Services 

The outpatient program strives to meet the needs of the Anishi- 
nabek population of children, adolescents, adults and the elderly 
through the delivery of integrated services. This program is guid- 
ed by ideals and principles that are reflective of the Anishinabek 
values and beliefs. 

There are many reasons why an individual may need mental 
health counseling. He or she may have a chemical imbalance 
that is making it difficult to function, which can be aided 
through drugs but may also require some form of talk therapy. 
There may be unresolved trauma that is plaguing an individual. 
In nearly any case where a psychological issue is making daily 
functioning a problem, mental health counseling can help. 

• Individual Adult Counseling & Couples Therapy 

• Early Recovery Skills/Basic Education Group 

• Individual Child & Adolescent Counseling 

• Anger Management Education 

• Intensive Outpatient Counseling 

• Batterers’ Intervention Group 

• Transitional Supportive Living 

• Anger Management Group 

• Anishinabek Helping Healer 

• Traditional Practitioner 

• Gambling Addiction Counseling 

• Adolescent Substance Abuse Group 

• Parent Counseling 

• Group Counseling 

• DBT Group 

• Family Counseling 

• Women’s Support Group 

• Case Management Services 

• Psychiatric Services 

• School-Based Counseling 


Residential Services 

Located in the heart of the Isabella Reservation, we offer 
community-based programs catering to the needs of Native 
Americans who want to begin a journey to recovery. 
Programming is based on the twelve steps and incorporates 
the cultural and traditional process. Residents are exposed to 
the Ojibwe language, ceremonies, Native values and historical 
contexts through our cultural curriculum which is supported by 
our clinical approaches. 

Program Goals: 

• Promote balance and harmony within individuals and the community. 

• Provide services aimed at reducing personal, family, social, physical, 
emotional and spiritual distress to individuals. 

• Provide an environment that is met with honesty, humility, love, 
truthfulness, bravery, respect and wisdom. 

• Provide documentation and evaluation of services pertaining to all clients’ 
activities, planning, management, support services and training. 


Nami Migizi Nangwiihgan 

“Under the Eagle Wing” 

The purpose of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan’s 
domestic violence program is to assist those affected by domestic 
violence in finding another path without abuse. 

Individual needs will be addressed by utilizing emergency 
transportation to other shelters and case management services. 
We are dedicated to providing resources, safety and advocacy to 
ensure the physical, mental, spiritual and emotional well-being 
of families victimized by violence. In order to achieve balance 
and independence, we as a community, need to re-establish a 
support network of services and resources. 

The domestic violence services are open to anyone who is a 
victim of domestic violence, sexual assault and/or stalking. 

• Batterers’ Intervention Program • Cultural Sensitivity 

• 24/7 Support • Confidentiality/Privacy 

• Group Therapy • Victim Advocacy 

• Individual Therapy • Education and Outreach 

• Case Management 


Provide coordinated professional referral sources as a network of 
recovery support linkages. 


Strusslins? 

Mondays: 5:30-7 p.m. (Dinner on your own) 

Fridays: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. (Light lunch included) 


Come when you can! As often as you want! 

Need Support? Need skill reminders? 

Topics covered include: 

Join us at RTC-Behavioral Health for the 

Drop-in Relapse Prevention Group 

Red Road teachings, step work, relapse prevention 
skills, mindfulness, medicine wheel teachings and case 
management services. 
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< MAY 2015 EVENT PLANNER :« 



Bird Day Celebration 

May 2 1 1 - 5 p.m. 

• Location: Ziibiwing 

• Contact: 989-775-4750 

Grandmother Moon Ceremony 

May 4 | 8- 9:30 p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health Lodge 

• Contact: 989-775-4879 

Al-Anon Family Group Meeting 

May 6, 1 3, 20, 27 | 5 p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-3742 

• Strength and hope for friends and families of 
problem drinkers. 

Girls Youth Group 

May 6, 1 3, 20, 27 | 5 -6 p.m. 

• Location: Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

• Contact: 989-775-4021 

Breast Plate and Bandolier Bag Workshop 

May 6, 7 | 5 -8p.m. 

• Location: Seventh Generation 

• To register: 989-775-4780 

• $50 fee for women's breast plate kit. 

• $25 fee for men's bandolier bag kit. 

• Both kits include everything you need to complete 
the projects. 

Men's Meeting 

May 7, 14, 21, 28 | 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

• Location: Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

• Contact: 989-775-2370 ext. 214 

• Open communication, talking circle 

• For adults and young men (6th grade and older) 


Love and Logic Parenting Class 

May 7, 14, 21 | 3 -5p.m. 

• Location: Nimkee Public Health Kitchen 

• Contact: 989-775-4616 

Women-to-Women Group 

May 8 \ 12-3 p.m. 

• Location: Nimkee Public Health Kitchen 

• Contact: 989-775-4649 

• For those approaching menopause and beyond. 

• Meal provided 

SCA Pre-K and Kindergarten Roundup 

May 8 | 3:30 - 5:30 p.m. 

• Location: Saginaw Chippewa Academy 

• Contact: 989-775-4453 

• Snacks will be provided 

Self-Esteem Workshop 

May 1 1 | 77 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

• Location: Seventh Generation 

• Contact: 989-775-4780 

Monday Night Masters 

May 1 1 , 1 8, 25 | Shotgun start at 5:45 p.m. 

• Location: Maple Creek Golf Club, Shepherd, Mich. 

• Contact: 989-775-4128 

• Every Monday from May 1 1 through Aug. 17. 

SCTC Graduation 

May 1 3 | 6-8 p.m. 

• Location: SECR Entertainment Hall 

• Contact: 989-775-4123 

Women's Support Group 

May 19 | 5:30- 7p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4896 


ACFS Breakfast Burrito Fundraiser 

May 20 | 9 - 77 a.m. 

• Location: Eagles Nest Tribal Gym Kitchen 

• Contact: 989-775-4906 

Family Spirit Support Group 

May 20 1 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

• Location: Nimkee Public Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4616 

Housing Financial Workshop 

May 21 1 12 p.m. 

• Location: Housing Conference Room 

• Contact: 989-775-4552 

Survival Saganing: Youth Survivor Challenge 

June 12 | 77 a.m. 

• Location: Saganing Tribal Center 

• Contact: 989-775-5810 

• Prizes, lunch and survivor challenges 

• Focus on health, safety and preparedness 

Pre-College Leadership Progam 

July 12-17 

• Location: Michigan State University 

• Contact: 1-517-353-1822 

• One week summer program designed to give Native 
American youth the opportunity to experience college life 
and explore the many exciting educational and career 
opportunities in the agricultural, food sciences, natural 
resources and related fields. 


Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
Andahwod Maple Room 

For more information contact: Kim 989.289.3088, Roger 989.944.1937 


Talking 

Circle 
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• SECR Payroll 
SCIT Per Capita 

• SCIT Payroll 

• Waste Collection* 

*Bins must be curbside by 6:30 a.m. 


Gamblers Anonymous (GA) Meetings 

12-step program for people that have a gambling problem. 

Mondays & Thursdays 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Mount Pleasant First United Methodist Church 
400 S. Main St. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Narcotics Anonymous Meetings 

Tuesdays: 6 p.m., Wesley Foundation at CMU 

1400 S. Washington St., Mount Pleasant 

Thursdays: 6:30 p.m., First Methodist Church 

400 S. Main St., Mount Pleasant 

Saturdays: 7 p.m., Mount Pleasant Alano Club 

1201 N. Fancher Rd., Mount Pleasant 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Annual Report Deadline 

Tribal Clerk's Office 

Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Grandmother Moon 

B. Health | 8 p.m. 


Ogitchedaw Meeting 

Seniors Room | 6 p.m. 

Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Traditional Teachings 

Saganing | 1 1 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Jack & Mary Pine 

7 th Generation | 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


8 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Jack & Mary Pine 

7 th Generation | 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


to 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


11 


12 


13 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 

D. Dowd: Sweat Lodge 

B. Health | 6 - 10 p.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Fasting Teaching 

B. Health | 5 - 9 p.m 

D. Dowd: Traditional Healing 

B. Health | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m 


14 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Blossoming Tea 

Nimkee | 5:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. 


15 


16 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


17 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


18 


19 


20 


Tribal Observer 

Deadline | 3 p.m. 

Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 

Bingo with Friends 

Saganing | 10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Education Advisory Board 

Meeting | 9 a.m. 

Feather Workshop 

7 th Generation | 5 - 8 p.m. 


21 


22 


23 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 - 5 p.m. 

Feather Workshop 

7 th Generation | 5 - 8 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


24 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


Tribal Ops Closed 

Memorial Day 

Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 

SCA Science Fair 

SCA | 1 - 3 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


31 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Tribal departments: Our primary source for information is the Shared Network Community Calendar. You may access the Community Calendar by going onto the Shared-Drive and 
clicking on the Tribal Community Calendar. This is a very useful tool that we suggest everyone explore. Start by creating a shortcut, then adding an event, enjoy! 
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Tribal Observer Classifieds 


To place your ad, call the Tribal Observer at 989-775-4010, Email: observer@sagchip.org, visit our office in Tribal 
Operations or mail to Tribal Observer, Attn.: Classified, 7070 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. Please have all 
submissions and payment in by deadline. Classified rates are $10 for 15 words or less, and 75 cents per additional 
word. Any thumbnail image costs an additional $15. Apply to job postings online at www.sagchip.org 
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100 Employment 


Tribal 

Operations 


T.O. Accountant 

Open to the public. Bachelor of 
Science Degree in accounting. 
Three years experience in gen- 
eral accounting, governmental 
accounting preferred outside 
the Tribal organization or one 
year of governmental account- 
ing within Tribal organization. 
This position is a mid-level ac- 
counting position within the 
Tribal Accounting Department. 

Multimedia Programmer 

Open to the public. Four year 
college in any of these areas: 
Computer science, computer 
programming languages (pre- 
ferred), or demonstrated equiv- 
alent work experience. Four 
years applicable IS/IT/Com- 
munications work experience. 

Deputy Court 
Clerk - Interim 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 21 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Previous court clerk experi- 
ence or equivalent education in 
subject area. Ability to main- 
tain financial records and other 
booking records. Ability to un- 
derstand Tribal Code and court 
procedure. Must not have been 
convicted of a felony or have 
been convicted of a misdemean- 
or within the past five years. 

Child Welfare 
Prevention Specialist 

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in social work from a 
CSWE accredited program or 
an associate’s degree in human 
services-related field with two 
years experience as a "Fami- 
lies First" worker or similar 
family preservation program, 
preferably in the Tribal com- 
munity. The child welfare pre- 
vention specialist works with 
the Tribal community through 
the social services programs. 

Applications Support 
Specialist I 

Open to the public. Two 
plus years IT applications/ 
software experience or 
four year IT-related degree and 
one year IT-related experience or 
four year IT-related degree and 
one year gaming/hospitality 
experience. Provide advanced 
software support, installa- 
tion, and configuration for 
all core applications utilized 
by SCIT government opera- 
tions and business enterprises. 

Secondary Lang 
Immersion Specialist 

Open to the public. Must pos- 
sess required specialized unique 
skills include demonstrated 
fluency and knowledge of An- 
ishinabe language acquisition, 
a clear understanding of im- 
mersion philosophy and two 
years experience teaching An- 
ishinabemowin with children 
in a school setting or commu- 
nity setting. Must have a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 

Police Officer 

Open to the public. Must be a 
U.S. citizen. Must be at least 
21 years of age. Must have a 
high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Associates degree pre- 


ferred. Must be able to pass 
departmental fitness evalua- 
tion. Must be MCOLES certi- 
fied/certifiable or capable of 
meeting certifiable standards. 

Registered Dental 
Assistant Specialist 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 year of age with a 
high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Graduate of an accred- 
ited registered dental assist- 
ing program. Experience in a 
dental clinic setting preferred. 
Must be knowledgeable of 
word processing and spread- 
sheet computer applications. 

Treasury Investment 
Manager 

Open to the public. CPA or 
master degree in finance or ac- 
counting with four years expe- 
rience in cash management and 
investing. Must have knowl- 
edge and demonstrate experi- 
ence in working with invest- 
ments and cash management 
activities. Must possess strong 
analytical skills, interpersonal 
skills and communication skills. 

Resident Care Manager 

Open to the public. Must be a 
licensed registered nurse (BSN 
preferred), with at least one year 
of long-term care experience. 
Knowledge of and/or willing- 
ness to leam about and under- 
stand the Tribal community 
and outside systems is required. 
Knowledge of services to the 
aged, assisted living services, 
adult foster care services, and/or 
homes for elders also required. 

Social Services 
Case Worker 

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in human service related 
field required. Master’s degree 
preferred. Must submit to and 
pass a background check. The 
Tribal social services casework- 
ers assist Tribal members in 
obtaining social services includ- 
ing crisis intervention, child 
protection, substance abuse 
and mental health programs. 

Academic Skills 
Specialist-English 

Open to the public. Minimum 
of two years experience teach- 
ing college courses in a mul- 
ticultural higher education en- 
vironment. Minimum of two 
years experience successfully 
addressing the academic needs 
of students enrolled in devel- 
opmental education course 
work at the college level. Mini- 
mum of one-year experience 
with administrative duties. 

Bus Driver - SCA 

Open to the public. Must have 
high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Must meet the minimum 
requirements for a school bus 
driver as defined by the State of 
Michigan: Must pass a crimi- 
nal history investigation: Must 
be at least 21 years old. Must 
have reliable transportation. 

Support Services Tech II 

Open to the public. Three plus 
years IT help desk experience or 
four year IT-related degree 
and one year IT-related expe- 
rience. Provide Level II help 
desk and field support to in- 
clude: Installation, configura- 
tion and support for all hard- 
ware and applications utilized 
by Tribal government opera- 
tions and business enterprises. 


Certified Aide 

Open to the public. Must pos- 
sess a high school diploma or 
equivalent and must be at least 
18 years of age. Must possess 
and maintain a current, valid 
Nurse Aide Certification re- 
quired by the State of Michigan. 

School-Based 
Consulting Clinician 

Open to the public. Master’s 
degree in psychology, social 
work, or closely-related field. 
Two years experience in mental 
health services working with 
children and families of children 
with severe emotional distur- 
bances in an academic setting. 
Teaching certification preferred. 


Casino 


Waitstaff Part Time 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Needs to be 
able to deal with the pub- 
lic under stressful situations, 
be a team player, work flex- 
ible hours including weekends, 
holidays and graveyard shifts. 

Steward Part-Time 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 

Senior Accountant 

Open to the public. B.S. degree 
in accounting or related field. 
Five years accounting experi- 
ence preferably in hospitality 
and casino operations or three 
years SCIT/SECR accounting 
experience with satisfactory 
evaluations. This position is a 
high-level accounting position 
within the SECR Accounting 
Department; Provide leader- 
ship and services as a men- 
tor to the other accountants 
and is assigned with the more 
cmcial elements and proj- 
ects to be conducted within 
the Accounting Department. 

Bingo Floorworker PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Must be able 
to handle money accurately 
and work will with the public. 

Journeyman Electrician 

Open to the public. Must be 1 8 
years of age. Must have a high 
school diploma or GED. Must 
have and maintain a State of 
Michigan journeyman electri- 
cian license. Must have at least 
six years experience in the 
electrical trade including com- 
pletion of an apprenticeship. 

Line Cook 

Open to the public. Must be 
18 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
One year of restaurant cook- 
ing experience with increas- 
ing levels of responsibility, 
communication and teamwork 
skills. Or six months of SECR 
internal culinary training. 

Lead Cook 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age with a 
high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Two years of restaurant 
cooking experience with in- 
creasing levels of responsibil- 
ity, proven leadership, commu- 
nication and teamwork skills. 
Formal education in the form 


of a culinary degree from an 
American Culinary Federation 
(ACF) accredited school may 
be accepted to satisfy part of the 
work experience requirement. 

Guest Relations 
Representative 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. High 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Must have good customer 
relation skills and possess 
strong communication skills. 

Guest Relations 
Supervisor 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma or 
equivalent. Minimum of one 
to three years supervisory ex- 
perience in a customer service 
industry or at least one year 
of experience working in the 
Soaring Eagle Player’s Club. 
Gaming knowledge preferred. 

Cosmetologist 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years or older upon em- 
ployment. High school diploma 
or equivalent required.Must 
possess and maintain a Michi- 
gan state license in cosmetology. 

Inventory Control 
Warehouser 

Open to the public. High 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Must be able to obtain and 


maintain a Tribal driver’s In- 
dustrial Truck Operator Permit. 
One-to-three years experience 
in receiving or warehousing. 

Kitchen Equipment 
Worker 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age and 
have a high school diploma or 
equivalent. Must have three 
years experience in commer- 
cial food equipment repair. 
Universal certification and/or 
within 30 days after employed. 

Security Officer 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age and 
have a high school diploma or 
equivalent. May be required 
to perform their duties during 
hazardous conditions that could 
include severe weather and fire. 

Bartender Beverage 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Must be able to 
deal with the public in a cour- 
teous and professional manner. 

Department Chef Pastry 

Open to the public. Must have 
four years of upscale, high 
volume, hotel kitchen experi- 
ence, or similar restaurant ex- 
perience. Must have at least 
two years of supervisory ex- 
perience at this same level. 
Formal education in the form 
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of a culinary degree from an 
American Culinary Federation 
(ACF) accredited school, may 
be accepted to satisfy part of the 
work experience requirement. 

Massage Therapist 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 18 years or older upon em- 
ployment. High school diploma 
or equivalent required. Must have 
a valid Michigan massage certi- 
fication and 600 total hours re- 
quired for Massage certification. 

Laundry Attendant 

Open to the public. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 
Previous hotel housekeeping or 
laundry experience preferred. 

Valet Parking Attendant 

Open to the public. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 
Must be at least 1 8 years of age. 

Key Booth Attendant 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 18 years of age. 
Must have a high school di- 
ploma or equivalent. Must 
have one year hospitality or 
customer service experience. 


130 Services 


Fox Home Builders 

All types of home improve- 
ments. Kitchen and bath re- 
modeling, additions. Experi- 
enced and local. 989-773-4665. 


Summons and Complaint Notices 

SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT IN THE MATTER OF DAWN SHIELDS: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court Children’s Division Publication of Hearing Case No. 
14-JCW-0623 To: Dawn Shields In the Matter of: Two Minor Children Dates of birth: 04-02-2000 
& 04-04-2001 This court has taken jurisdiction of the minors in reference to the case number listed 
above. A petition for termination will be conducted by the court on May 13, 2015 at 9 a.m. in the 
courtroom at the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI before 
the Honorable Patrick M. Shannon. IT IS THERFORE ORDERED that Dawn Shields personally 
appear before the court at the time and place stated above. This hearing may result in the Court 
continuing its jurisdiction over the minors and the eventual termination of parental rights. 


SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT IN THE MATTER OF NICOLE J. SMITH: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 East Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 989-775- 
4800 Case no. 15-0-0036 Plaintiff: Barbara Krause POA Jerry R. Douglas 5452 E. Lilly Lane 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 vs. Defendant: Nicole J. Smith 7820 Little Elk Dr. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
Notice to Defendant: 1 . You are being sued in the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court. 2. You have 21 
days after receiving this summons to file an answer with the court and to serve a copy on the other 
party or take other lawful action. Please note if you were served by certified mail or served outside 
of the reservation land you have 28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer 
or take other action within the time allowed may result in a default Judgment being entered against 
you for the relief requested in Plaintiff’s complaint. This summons expires July 29, 2015. 


SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT IN THE MATTER OF SONDRA A. ICE: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 East Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 989- 
775-4800 Summons and Complaint Case No. 15-0-0054 Plaintiff TNT Financial Inc. P.O. 
Box 5767 Saginaw MI 48603-0767 989-921-0406 Plaintiff’s Attorney: James N. Meinecke 
(P40510) P.O. Box 5767 Saginaw MI 48603 989-921-0406 Vs. Defendant: Sondra A. Ice 
208 N. Sheridan St. Apt. 2 Bay City MI 48708. Notice to Defendant: 1. You are being sued 
in the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court. 2. You have 21 days after receiving this summons 
to file an answer with the court and to serve a copy on the other party or take other lawful 
action. Please note that if you were served by certified mail or served outside of the reserva- 
tion land you have 28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or take 
other action within the time allowed may result in a default Judgment being entered against 
you for the relief requested in Plaintiff’s complaint. The summons expires Aug. 5, 2015. 


SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT IN THE MATTER OF KENNETH GORDAN SPRAGUE: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 East Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 989-775- 
4800 Summons and Complaint Case No. 14-0-0801 Plaintiff Michelle Klein 4960 McKinley 
St. Dearborn Heights, MI 48125 (313) 436-5273 Vs. Defendant: Kenneth Gordan Sprague 7235 
E. River Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 621-7126. Notice to Defendant: 1. You are being 
sued in the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court. 2. You have 21 days after receiving this summons 
to file an answer with the court and to serve a copy on the other party or take other lawful action. 
Please note that if you were served by certified mail or served outside of the reservation land 
you have 28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or take other action 
within the time allowed may result in a default Judgment being entered against you for the relief 
requested in Plaintiff’s complaint. The summons expires May 15, 2015. 
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SCA promotes healthier lifestyles with fruit, grain and vegetables A to Z 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


NATAL IE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Academy knows how to intro- 
duce its students to healthy 
foods in a fun way. On March 6 
and 20, SCA hosted the “Super 
Fruits, Grains and Vegetables 
from A to Z” event. 

During these two days, 
pre-K through 4th grade stu- 
dents sampled fruits, grains 
and vegetables that began with 
each letter of the alphabet. 

The 5 th and 6th grade stu- 
dents worked as the facilitators, 
delivering the sample trays to 
each pre-K through 4th grade 
classroom. 

Students sampled a wide 
variety. The “C” fruit con- 
tained the well-known fruit 
cherry, while more unknown 
options were available 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Mana Pelcher, 5th grader, 
reads grapefruit informa- 
tion to the pre-K class. 


including: lentils, 

kale, okra, quinoa, 
ugli fruit and xigua; 
the South American 
watermelon. 

“The purpose of 
the taste testing was 
to promote healthy 
eating, and hope- 
fully have students 
try fruits and vege- 
tables that they may 
not have previously 
tried and/or ate on a 
regular basis,” SCA 
Principal Marcella 
Mosqueda said. 

Along with 

Mosqueda, the program 
was coordinated by the School 
Quality PLC (Professional 
Learning Community) Team 
and Nimkee Public Health 
Nutritionist Sally Van Cise. 

The PLC Team includes 
Chloe Updegraff, physical 
education teacher; Michael 
Ireland, 5th grade teacher; 
Karyn Spickerman, teacher 
assistant; Sherrie Anderson, 
teacher assistant; and Linda 
Frisbey, teacher assistant. 

“Students sampled the fruits 
and vegetables and then indi- 
cated on a survey sheet whether 
they liked or disliked the pro- 
duce,” Mosqueda said. “The 
5th and 6th graders graphed 
this information for each grade 
level, giving us school-wide 
data for each fruit and vegeta- 
ble sampled.” 

Of the 145 student (and some 
staff) taste testers, the most pop- 
ular was the honey dew with 112 
likes, and the least liked was the 
okra with 38 likes. 


The A to Z fruit and vegetable 
taste testing sampling graph 
shows most of the pre-K class- 
room approved of cherries. 

“It was wonderful to see the 
kids and staff have the oppor- 
tunity to enjoy the adventure 
of trying new and, perhaps, 
unusual foods,” Van Cise said. 

The activity’s goal was to 
encourage families to try differ- 
ent foods together and to incor- 
porate healthy grocery options. 

“Students took their survey 
sheet home in order to facili- 
tate family discussion about 
the new foods,” Mosqueda 
said. “Along with this, there 
was a school-wide scavenger 
hunt and bingo game that was 
sent home to families to work 
together to find and purchase 
the new fruits and vegetables.” 

The event encouraged stu- 
dents to branch out towards a 
healthier lifestyle. 

“It’s so important to be 
introduced to new foods - hats 
off to Marcella Mosqueda and 
her staff for promoting nutri- 
tion during this unusual and 
fun educational activity,” Van 
Cise said. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Saginaw Chippewa Academy students take a vote on 
whether or not they liked what they sampled. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


On March 6 and 20, SCA hosted the “Super Fruits, Grains 
and Vegetables from A to Z” event to introduce students to 
healthy alternatives. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Pre-K to 4th grade students sampled fruits, grains and veg- 
etables that began with each letter of the alphabet. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Felicia Saunders, 5th grader, and 6th grader Andre 
Leaureaux count the number of likes for lentils. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


In his time in the 4th grade, 
Takoda Shawnoo knows which 
fruits and vegetables are his 
favorites and least favorites. 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Teacher’s Assistant Laurie Barber and 5th grader 
Thalia Bennett hand out kale samples to students. 




Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Pre-K Teacher Suzanne Pappas assists Aiden Raphael 
with marking like or dislike after sampling fig. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Alberta Trepanier, 4th grader, raises her 
hand in taste-testing approval. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Isabella Arbogast, 2nd grader, prepares 
to taste test lettuce. 
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Self-esteem workshop 

Twenty-five Tribal youth students 
gather at the Elijah Elk Cultural Center . 



Honoring Native graduates 

Congratulations to high school and 
college Tribal graduates. 



Tribal College graduation 
Eleven graduates honored at 201 5 
SCTC commencement ceremony. 



District Powwow 
Local students attend educational 
powwow in Eagles Nest Tribal Gym. 
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Donielle Bannon becomes SCIT’s first female police captain 



Observer photo by Matthew Wright 


Tribal Chief Steven Pego swears in Donielle Bannon as the 
new Saginaw Chippewa Tribal police captain on May 4. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Tribal Chief Steven Pego 
made history happen on May 4 
as he administered the oath of 
office to SCIT Tribal Member 
Donielle Bannon as the new 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
police captain. 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Police Department was 
formed in 1976 by Tribal Chief 
Peter Otto and Tribal Council, 
and Bannon is the first female 
Tribal police chief in the history 
of the multi-jurisdictional force. 

“It is an honor to be chosen 
as Tribal police captain and it is 
with great pride that I will con- 
tinue to serve my community in 
this capacity,” Bannon said. “We 
remain steadfast and stand aligned 
with Tribal Council as our Tribal 
police officers join the commu- 
nity in the continue fight against 
drugs on our Reservation.” 

Bannon began her career 
in the field as a marine patrol 


deputy in Crawford County 
as she pursued her associ- 
ate degree in criminal justice 
pre service from Kirkland 
Community College in 
Roscommon, Mich. She also 
obtained an associate degree 
from Kirkland Criminal Justice 
program in administration. 

Bannon continued her aca- 
demic career by completing a 
bachelor’s degree from Lake 
Superior State and is slated 
to receive her master’s degree 
in criminal justice from 
Michigan State University in 
December 2015. 

She joined the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Police in 
February 1997 and has served 
the force in many capacities 
including road patrol, domes- 
tic violence officer, youth 
services officer, detective/ser- 
geant and as interim lieutenant. 

“I worked in my interim 
lieutenant position about 10 
years ago,” she said. “I worked 
at Roscommon County Sheriff 


Department from 2007 to 201 1 
and returned to the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Police in 
2011 as a road patrol officer 
so I have about 18.5 years’ 
experience total. I believe the 
diverse experiences in the field 
and with administrative duties 
give me a unique perspective 
of what the Saginaw Chippewa 


Tribal Police needs to do with 
helping the community. Our 
officers will remain an active 
part of community event and 
we look to work with other 
law enforcement agencies to 
make this a safe area for fami- 
lies to live and work.” 

Tribal police captain | 3 


SCIT semi-annual spring two percent distributes more 
than two million dollars to Isabella and Saganing areas 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

During the semi-annual two 
percent distribution at the end 
of last month, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe of 
Michigan distributed more than 
two million dollars from funds 
derived from Class III gaming 
at its Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort and the Saganing Eagles 
Landing Casino properties. 

This spring, SCIT distrib- 
uted $2,736,802.48 total to both 
Isabella and Saganing areas. 

The Tribe distributed 
$2,045,422.88 in Isabella County 
($1,431,797.45 for government 
and $613,625.43 for education.) 
A large governmental portion will 
be used towards road repair. 

Another $691,379.60 was 
distributed in Arenac and 
Northern Bay County areas 
($459,974.74 for government 
and $231,404.86 for education.) 

Throughout the season, Tribal 
Council received many funding 
requests. This year, 440 indi- 
vidual requests came in; 95 from 
local governments and 345 from 
local schools. 


“Our Tribal Council is fully 
aware of the challenges with 
the state’s infrastructure and the 
condition of our local roads, that 
is why we felt it imperative this 
season to provide some relief by 


focusing on roads,” said Tribal 
Council Chief Steven Pego. 

The Isabella Country distribu- 
tion took place at 1:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, May 28 in the Senior’s 
Room of the Tribal Operations 


building at 7070 E. Broadway, 
Mount Pleasant. 

The Saganing area distribu- 
tion occurred at the Saganing 
Tribal Center on Friday, May 
29 at 1:30 p.m. 


Two Percent 

Distribution Spring 2015 

Isabella Totals 

Isabella County $194,580.34 

City of Mount Pleasant $355,000 

Isabella/Gratiot RESD & Special Ed $14,344.66 

Chippewa Township $295,583.45 

Deerfield $13,390 

Denver Township $13,390 

Isabella Township $209,974 

Nottawa Township $13,390 

Union Township $104,717 

Wise Township $15,340 

Village of Shepherd $153,022 

Beal City Public Schools $66,642 
Chippewa Hills Public Schools $25,517.50 
Mount Pleasant Public Schools $379,288.93 
Shepherd Public Schools $130,311 
Morey Public Schools $4,027 
Renaissance Public Schools $7,839 

Total: $2,045,422.88 


Saganing Totals 

Arenac County $251,332.34 
City of Au Gres $10,634.92 
City of Omer $59,819.48 
City of Pinconning $36,810 
City of Standish $2,177 
Arenac Township $1,000 
Au Gres Township $8,562 
Deep River Township $25,000 
Lincoln Township $1,000 
Mason Township $21,000 
Pinconning Township $23,000 
Sims Township $1,000 
Standish Township $6,639 
Turner Township $11,000 
Whitney Township $1,000 

Arenac Eastern School District $54,195.35 
Au Gres-Sims School District $48,581 
Pinconning School District $51,634.63 
Standish- Sterling School District $76,993.88 

Total: $691,379.60 
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In loving Memory of Rebecca Rose Oiler 
(you will be missed my friend) 

June 6th 1957 ~ October 4th 2014 


I know we come from great 
people, you have shown me 
ever since I was little. You 
made me the strong woman 
I am today and I promise to 
pass everything you have 
taught me down to your 
“little girl”. You are with me 
in spirit, on my mind always 
and forever in my heart! 

Love ~ Heather 



Wiidsendaanan Mziniganan: 

Walk With Books at your Tribal Library this summer! 



• All ages welcome, open to everyone! 

• Starts June 15 at your Tribal Library. 


/IS 


A 


Don’t Shatter the Dream. 



P1 ... 'LT- 


Tribal police are cracking down. 
Don't drink and drive. 

8IA Office of Justice Services 
Indian Highway Safety Program 





r 



- ALERT - 

NEW HOURS COMING SOON! 


dxn? cam not operate 

go at© ffzfflzmng dkoseb 
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I r Note: Nbakade Restaurant will remain 
open dally. The hotel pool area and fitness 
center are also available outside of the waterpark. 
Miigwetch! (Thank You) 



JUNE: 2,3 



Check out the 

Tribal Observer 


ONLINE 


www.sagchip.org/tribalobserver 




* 2/1 Roving, 


I thought of you with love today 
hut that is nothing new 
I thought about you yesterday 
and the days before that too 
I think of you in silence 
and often speak your name 
Alt I have are memories 
and your picture in a frame 
Your memory is my keepsake 
with which £ will never part 
God has you in his keeping 
I have you in my heart 



fitinbon 

72-31-7927 6-J-20J2 


Are you a SCIT Community 
Member between the ages 
of 15 & 25? 


Have you attended drug or alcohol 
treatment? We want to hear about 
your experiences and opinions. 


You are invited to participate in a 
qualitative research study and receive a 
$25 Tim Horton’s gift card. 

Participation includes a one to two hour 
interview at an agreed upon time and place. 
Your participation will be confidential. 


If you are interested in participating: 

Please contact Kehli Henry at: 
henrylka@msu.edu or call or text989. 307. 1414 

If someone you know may be interested in participating, 
please give them my name and contact information. 

**This study is being conducted with permission 
from the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council . 



Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Recycling 

Tire Collection 


June 8-12, 2015 

Open To All Tribal Members & 
SCIT Employees With Valid ID. 

Drop Off Times: 

Monday - Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. (By appointment only) 

Open Drop Off Times: 

(Without an appointment) 

Wednesday, June 10 & Friday, June 12: from 1 1 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

• The drop-off trailer will be located behind 
the Nimkee Fitness Center by the recycling bin s . 

• Limit 20 tires per household. 

Call For An Appointment Tonia Jewell 775-5231 


Re CV C 


ATTENTION 

Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 

Veteran & Warrior Society Members 

Now Recruiting New Members 


Meetings Will be Held 

The 1 st Tuesday of the Month in Seniors Room 
Time: 6 p.m. I For More Information: 775-4175 


Saginaw Chippewa 

Conservation Committee 

2015 Regular Meeting Schedule 

June 11 • 12 p.m. • Planning Dept 

June 25 • 12 p.m. • Planning Dept 

* All times and locations subject to change by committee 


Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 




6954 E BROADWAY, MT PLEASANT, MI 
TEL: 989-775-4700 


Project ChildSafe is a nationwide program 
promoting safe firearm handling and storage 
t practices through the distribution of free, cable-style 
locks. We are doing our part to promote safe 
storage, but we need your help! Call for details! 


LOCKS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE TRIBAL POLICE DEPARTMENT WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. 


PLEASE REPORT ALL 

WILDLIFE VIOLATIONS 


To the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Police Department 



Dispatch: 989.775.4700 
Tip Line: 989.775.4775 


Public Notice 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police provide law en- 
forcement services under 638 Contract with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). Included within 
said contract; The Burean of Indian Affairs reserve 
the right for "First Right of Refusal" pertaining to 
any complaints against the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Police Department and/or its Officer's. 

As result of this contractual procedure; All complaints 
against the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police Depart- 
ment and/or its Officer's must first be directed to : 

BIA Interal Affairs SSA Justin Wendland 

justin.wendland@bia.gov I 701-250-4545 


Nimkee Fitness Center Group Exercise Schedule June 2015 


Time 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

8 a.m. 

Aqua Fit 

Sharon 


Aqua Fit 

Sharon 


Aqua Fit 

Sharon 

12:10 p.m. 

Turbo Kick 

Jayme 

Suspension Training 
Jayme 

Boot Camp 

Jaden 

Fat Blast 

Jayme 

CrossFitness 

Jaden 

1:10 p.m. 



Turbo Kick 

Jayme 


Turbo Kick 

Jayme 

5:10 p.m. 

Fat Blast 

Jayme 

Kick & Step 

Jeni 




5:30 p.m. 



Belly Dance 
Deanna 
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Notices 



National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
and the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 

want to remind you to 



Tribal police captain 

continued from front page 

Bannon said the Tribal Police currently have 35 
employees working in a variety of positions and each 
officer in the field is equipped by body cameras along 
with cameras within each squad car. 

“The body cameras were implemented by Tribal Police 
several years ago and our department remains committed to 
keeping pace with emerging technology and law enforce- 
ment techniques,” Bannon said. “We have equipped our 
road patrols with video cameras over 15 years ago and we 


will continue to change as new advances arise.” 

Bannon appreciates the support given by Tribal 
Council as they work with the Bay Area Narcotics 
Enforcement Division and other agencies that impact 
the Reservation and Isabella County. 

She said Tribal Police works closely with SCIT 
Community Engineer Donald Seal and the Michigan 
Department of Transportation to be informed on current 
projects and will continue to work with Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort security, surveillance and the Saginaw 
Chippewa Fire Department as they gear up for the sum- 
mer concerts and other events within their jurisdiction. 


Benefits to planting a rain garden 


AIMAN SHAHPURWALA 

Water Resource Technician 

A rain garden is a small garden that is planted in 
areas where water tends to pool up such as low spots 
or depressions. These are typically areas where storm 
water runs off to during rain events. These gardens 
usually contain a variety of beautiful plants. 

So why plant a rain garden? 

1. Rain gardens catch and soak up dirty storm water 
before it washes away into storm drains and eventually 


leading to rivers and streams. 

2. Rain gardens help to remove the pollutants that 
the storm water may carry before the water enters 
local rivers. 

3. Rain gardens help to reduce local flooding and 
erosion. 

4. The strong root system of native plants often used in 
rain gardens increases infiltration of water over time. This 
helps keep soils healthy. 

For more information on rain gardens, please feel free 
to contact Aiman Shahpurwala, water resource technician 
at 989-775-4081 or ashahpunvala@sagchip.org. 


Attention Tribal Members 

The following are all available to print on the Tribal website at www.sagchip.org 
under the Tribal Clerks tab in the “Government” section of the website. 

• Annual Report • Durable Power of Attorney Designation 

• Adult Change of Address form • Application for Absentee Ballot 

• Tribal Children’s Welfare Program • Notice of Fee Schedules 

Application Affidavit and Schedule (effective April 16, 2014) 

• Child Change of Address form • Voter Registration Forms 


Indian Child Welfare Committee Vacancy 


The Indian Child Welfare Committee (ICWC) 
has been established to provide community input 
on the welfare of children of the Tribe. They make 
recommendations to the Tribal Court regarding 
termination of parental rights, guardianships, 
and/or adoptions, and the appropriate disposition 
of any minor in need of care. The ICWC also 
license foster homes and child care centers. The 
ICWC meets twice a month with special and/or 
emergency meetings occurring on occasion. 

There are currently two vacancies 


Letters of interest must be submitted to 
Anishnaabeg Child & Family Services by 
June 15, 2015. Please include your contact 
information and a brief statement about why you 
would like to be on the ICWC in your letter. 

Please feel free to contact Felicia Bross at 
989-775-4906 for more information. 

Send letter of interest to: 

Anishnaabeg Child & Family Services 

7070 E Broadway Rd, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 



Happy 
Birthday 
Mou t 

~We love You! 

Rebecca Rose Oiler 

June 7th ~ 


wrv 




7 (Ms is tke Best Day €ver 


Oooh-wee! She’s turning 3! 

June 14th 

My LiV Nosey Rosie 


Congratulations Kaine! 

We are so proud of your accomplishments 
after all the hurdles we watched you jump 
through to get to this point, you amaze us! 
For you, giving up was not an option even 
when times got tough. We love your de- 
termination and your self-motivation you 
have. This is just the beginning of successes 
for you, remember the sky’s the limit! We 
wish you all the best in the world and to 
always follow your dreams and know we 
are always going to be your biggest fans! 

We love you to the moon and back! 

Love you! Mom, Alden, Alyssa, 
TomTom, and Daniel 


Happy Birthday 


Oldest Tribal Member 


Mary Zilz 


100 years old on June 18th 
We just wanted you to know 
We are blessed by your example 
Blessed by your love, 

And we thank God for you 
Love, From your Family 
Please send cards to: 207 W. Sturgis 
St. St. Johns, MI 48879 


Report Suspicious 
or Criminal Activity! 


Do Your Part In Stopping Crime! 

Assist Your Local Law Enforcement and 
Narcotics Enforcement Teams in Protecting 
the Future of Your Community! 

Protecting your children, family, community 
and future should be a priority! 



Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 

Dispatch: 989-775-4700 
Tip Line: 989-775-4775 

Bayanet (Narcotics Enforcement) 
Tip Line: 989-779-9697 
Anonymous and Confidential 


2015 Powwow 

Date Change 

The 2015 Powwow will be held on 

July 24, 25 8c 26 
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^S^Tribal Council 


Chief 


Steven Pego, District 1 

Sub-Chief 

Lorna Kahgegab Call, District 1 


Treasurer 

Shelly Bailey, District 1 

Secretary 

Sandy Sprague, District 1 

Sergeant At-Arms 

Ron Nelson, District 2 


Tribal Chaplain 

Jennifer Wassegijig, District 1 

Council Member 

Delmar Jackson Sr., District 1 

Council Member 

Lindy Hunt, District 1 

Council Member 

Julius Peters, District 1 

Council Member 

Chip Neyome, District 1 

Council Member 

Tim J. Davis, District 1 

Council Member 

Michele Stanley, District 3 


Seven Grandfather Teach! n 


~ Wisdom 

To live with wisdom is to acquire and use 
experiences as guides for making equitable and 
mature decisions* 

~ Love 

To live our lives with love is to understand our 
capacity to realize, empathize, and nurture the 
needs of others, 

idamoowin ~ Respect 

To live with respect is to give mutual 
consideration for shared and differing ideas as 
well as for the world around us* 

— Bravery 

To be brave and have courage is to recognize our 
moral and mental strength and to do what is 
appropriate. 

~ Honesty 

To be honest is to recognize that we have the 
ability to live our lives with honor and integrity. 

~ Humility 

To live with humility is to recognize that we are 
all equal, we all make mistakes, we all like to 
have our success rewarded and to put others 
before ourselves, 

Debwei — Truth 

To live in truth is to recognize the difference 
between right and wrong and to be faithful to 
ourselves as well as the world around us even 
when the right way is not the easiest way. 



Community homeowners: Prepare for hydrant flushing 

system and to test the hydrants for adequate flow 
and pressure. 

If this happens, run cold water tap for a few min- 
utes until the water clears. If it doesn’t clear the first 
time, wait a few minutes and run the water again. 
Avoid washing clothes until the water clears. 

Information regarding hydrant flushing can be 
obtained by calling 989-775-5141 or 989-775-5235. 

Six-year-old Angelo Leaureaux participates in 
Gathering of Nations hand drum contest 

TONI A LEAUREAUX 

Contributing Writer 

Saginaw Chippewa Academy Kindergartener Angelo 
Leaureaux recently attended North America’s largest 
powwow, the Gathering of Nations in Albuquerque, N.M., 
where he participated in the hand drum contest. 

The crowd of approximately 15,000 spectators did not 
deter the little guy, who was eager and adamant that he was 
going to enter the contest. 

The interesting part was that the song he chose was a 
song by well-known hand drummers Butch & Tone. Mind 
you, Butch & Tone were both at the event, and Tone actu- 
ally was a contestant in the hand drum contest as well. 

Regardless, Angelo had no qualms about singing their 
song despite their presence, so there was no point in trying 
to convince him otherwise (have to leam somehow, right?) 

The best part was that the whole powwow was live 
streaming, so Angelo’s grandma was able to view his per- 
formance from home! What an incredible experience for 



Courtesy of Tonia Leaureaux 

Leaureaux performs a Butch & Tone song 
during Gathering of Nations Powwow. 

6-year-old Leaureaux, who will have fond memories of 
performing in front of the crowd for years to come. 

Way to go, Angelo! Chi-miigwetch to Margaret 
Flamand, Sasiwaans Immersion School teacher, who dis- 
covered Angelo had a love for the drum when he was in 
her class as a two-year-old student. 


SCIT UTILITI ES DEPA R TMEN T 

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe Utilities 
Department will be flushing hydrants during 
June 8-12. Annual hydrant flushing is done to 
remove sediment from the pipes in order to main- 
tain water clarity and quality in the distribution 


Vendors needed for Native Farmers Market 



Items For Sale 


The Native 


Farmers Market 


Time: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 


Every Tuesday Starting 

June 2 to Oct. 13, 2015 





Seasonal produce, flowers, fish, 
wild rice, honey and maple syrup 


Artisans & supplies 


Market will be held at the Housing Pavilion until 
the new pavilion on Broadway and Leaton Roads is 
finished. Completion date is slated for mid-July. 


For questions and registration forms, please contact: 
Marcella Hadden, interim market master at 989.775.4059 





Native Farmers Market is in need of vendors for 
2015. If you know of anyone who may be inter- 
ested, please have them contact Marcella Hadden 
at 989-775-4059 or mahadden@sagchip.org. 

This year, there is no vendor fee! The Native 
Farmers Market will be moving to the new pavilion 
on the comer of Broadway and Leaton Roads in 
mid- July and starting out at the Housing Pavilion 
on Broadway Road until then. 


Tribal Observer 

Boozhu! The Tribal Observer, a monthly newspaper, is published on the first of each month. 

To contact Tribal Observer staff, please call 989-775-4010, or email: obsorver@sagchip.org. 

To change your mailing address, please contact the Tribal Clerk’s office at 989-775-4055. 
Community advertisements will not be accepted over the phone. 

Submissions from the Tribal community 
are encouraged and can be sent to: 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
c/o Tribal Observer 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Story ideas, articles and photographs from the community are always welcome. The Tribal Observer reserves the 
right to edit and/or refuse any submissions or advertisements for publication. The Tribal Observer is published 
by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan and is subject to an editorial review process. 

The views expressed within the Tribal Observer do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tribal Observer, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe, the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council, The Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort or its employees 
or any other enterprise of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. The Tribal Observer works to uphold the highest 
integrity in news reporting and supports the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968. 



Native American Journalist* Association 


Subscription rates are $30 per year. 


Tribal Observer Advertising 

If you would like to advertise your business, please contact the Tribal Observer at 
989-775-4010 for more information. 

Announcements - Including birthday, wedding, engagement, congratulations, etc., costs $10 and is open to 
Tribal members, community members and employees. Double-sized announcements are $20. 

Political ads - All political ads will be 1/4 page and have a red border stating as such. The cost is $500. Political 
ads may include, but are not limited to: any opinion or advertisement that is political in nature, and/or any Letter 
to the Editor that does not conform to guidelines. 


Tribal Observer Subscription Form 

Please send $30 for the annual subscription. Checks may be made out to SCIT. 


Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip code: 


Please mail form to: 

Tribal Observer 
Attn: Subscriptions 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Contact Information: 

Phone: 989-775-4010 
Email: Observer@Sagchip.org 

www.Sagchip.org/TribalObserver 
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Human trafficking forum brings awareness to slavery occurring throughout Michigan 



Michigan State Sen. Judy Emmons, R-Sheridan, and four human 
trafficking survivors (seated) provided an informational discussion 
during the “Shine the Light on Human Trafficking” forum in Ann 
Arbor at the Shekinah Christian Church. 


NAT ALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

Human trafficking is a modern- 
day form of slavery, widespread 
throughout the United States, 
occurring in Michigan. In fact, 
Michigan ranks number two 
for human trafficking sex trade, 
behind only Nevada. 

Michigan’s proximity to the 
Canadian border and waterways 
increases the likelihood of traf- 
ficking in the state, according to 
The Hope Project. 

On May 4, Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Council 
Secretary Sandy Sprague, 
Council Chaplain Jennifer 
Wassegijig and Alice Ricketts, 
youth alternatives worker of 
LEAD, attended State Sen. 
Judy Emmons’ “Shine the Light 
on Human Trafficking” survi- 
vor forum in Ann Arbor at the 
Shekinah Christian Church. 

“I was astounded when I 
heard of this taking place so 
close to home,” Sprague said. 
“As a mother, grandmother and 
member of our community, I 
wanted to know more about this 
issue and why Michigan.” 

Cities in Michigan with 
the most calls received by the 
National Human Trafficking 
Resource Center and reported 
by The Polaris Project include: 
Detroit, Grand Rapids, Ann 
Arbor, Kalamazoo, Lansing and 
Mackinac Island. 

“The biggest obstacle we still 
face in the fight against human 
trafficking is awareness,” said 
Emmons, R-Sheridan, in a press 
release. “This modern-day slav- 
ery remains in the shadows... 
Holding these forums gives the 
public across the state a chance 
to hear directly from survivors 
about what we are up against 
and how it devastates thousands 
of lives every year in Michigan.” 

Emmons said human traffick- 
ing has increased in Michigan 
because of the legalization of 


medical marijuana. Marijuana 
dealers are no longer making 
the profit they once did, so they 
have turned to selling victims into 
human trafficking for an income. 

According to Polaris, $13,000 
per year is generated on aver- 
age by each “forced laborer.” 
This number can be as high as 
$67,200 per victim per year. 

Emmons said regrettably, the 
highest price for sex trafficking 
is for an infant, the victim can 
be as young as 1 8 months old. 

As many as 2.8 million chil- 
dren run away each year in the 
U.S. Within 48 hours of hitting 
the streets, one-third of these 
children are lured or recruited 
into the underground world 
of prostitution and pornogra- 
phy. (The National Center for 
Mission and Exploited Children) 

From 7-9 p.m., four survivors 
shared their stories and provided 
an informational discussion. 

“(These survivors) are the 
most courageous women I 
know,” Emmons said. 

Joyce, outreach coordinator 
for Emmons, is a survivor. Joyce 
was first molested at 7 years old. 
As an adult, the man she loved 
and trusted set her up for the 
human trafficking “business.” 

“Next thing I know, appoint- 
ments are being set up for me,” 
she said. 

She was forced to have sex 
with strange men against her 
will, she said. 

She put up with the abuse 
for years, one day she had 
enough and murdered the man 
responsible for it all. She spent 
17 years in prison. 

“Jail was the best sleep I 
had in years,” she said, no 
longer worried what form of 
abuse she would be waking up 
to each day. 

Leaving the prison life 
behind, Joyce now leads a suc- 
cessful life and educates the 
public on human trafficking. 

“I was the first woman to 
graduate from the University 


of Michigan from 
behind bars,” she 
said. “Go Blue!” 

According to 
hopeforslaves.com, 
sex traffickers use 
a variety of ways to 
“condition” their vic- 
tims by subjecting 
them to starvation, 
rape, physical abuse, 
beating, confinement, 
threats of violence 
toward the victim and 
their families, forced 
drug use, and shame. 

Survivor Malynda, 

40, was raised in a 
rural town, on a farm. 

“My mother and her husband 
were my traffickers,” she said. 

Malynda said her siblings 
were also sold. She believed 
the abuse was normal for every 
child. She didn’t understand 
how other children at school 
were laughing and smiling 
each day when they were also 
experiencing this abuse. 

When she was 13, a police 
officer was called in to talk to her. 

“When the officer was ask- 
ing me questions, I didn’t know 
to lie- 1 just answered honestly,” 
she said. “While I was answer- 
ing, the cop just started crying. 
I had never seen a man cry. So, 
I asked him why he was crying. 
And he told me, mommies and 
daddies aren’t supposed to do 
this to kids.” 

Emmons said a lot of prog- 
ress has been made at the state 
level in terms of human traf- 
ficking legislation but there 
would be more progress in 
the coming year. In Michigan, 
a survivor previously had six 
years to go after the trafficker 
and press charges. That has 
now been increased to 25 years. 

There are 27 million people 
in slavery today. More peo- 
ple are in slavery now than 
at any other time in human 
history, according to Free 
the Slaves, and according to 


U.S. Department of Justice, 
300,000 children in the U.S. 
are at risk every year for com- 
mercial sexual exploitation. 

Emmons is the Senate point- 
person on the issue of human 
trafficking. In recognition of 
her efforts in fighting the crime, 
she was honored in January 
with the Michigan Liberator of 
the Year Award. 

“Judy did not take (human 
trafficking awareness) on to build 
her platform, or to get famous, 
she did this because it was the 
right thing to do,” Joyce said. 

The event was sponsored by 
Emmons and The Institute of 
Human Trafficking Education. 

“Hearing the stories of for- 
mer victims caught up in the 
sex trafficking industry was a 
huge eye opener, along with 
learning about the statistics and 
who is at risk,” Ricketts said. 

At the event, pamphlets 
were handled out on potential 
human trafficking indicators. 

How to identify a victim 
of human trafficking in chil- 
dren? If a child: 

• Has unexplained absences 
from school and is truant. 

• Demonstrates an inability 
to attend school on a regular 
basis. 

• Chronically runs away 
from home. 


• Refers to frequent travel to 
other cities. 

• Exhibits physical trauma, 
withdrawn behavior, depres- 
sion or fear. 

• Lacks control over her or 
his schedule or identification 
documents. 

• Is hungry, malnourished or 
inappropriately dressed (based 
on weather.) 

• Shows signs of drug 
addiction. 

• Demonstrates a sudden 
change in attire, behavior, 
or material possessions (has 
expensive items.) 

• Makes references to sexual 
situations that are beyond age- 
specific norms. 

• Engages in promiscuous 
behavior and may be labeled 
“fast” by peers. 

Pimps prey on victims as 
young as 12, the victims said. 
Traffickers target their minor 
victims through telephone 
chat lines, clubs, on the street 
through friends, and at the 
malls, as well as by using girls 
to recruit other girls at schools 
and in after-school programs. 

If suspecting an individual is 
a victim, proper officials must 
be alerted. Contact the local 
police station or the National 
Human Trafficking hotline at 
888 - 3737 - 888 . 


Second national-tribal NRDAR Conference held at SECR May 12-14 


SALLY KNIFFEN 

SCIT Environmental Specialist 

Tribes from throughout the 
nation attended a special train- 
ing hosted by the Environmental 
Team of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe on May 12-14 at the 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort. 

The conference drew 
tribal environmental profes- 
sionals who are involved in 


Natural Resources Damages 
Assessment and Restoration 
(NRDAR) cases from through- 
out the U.S. to Mount Pleasant 
for specialized training. 

Approximately 100 tribes are 
involved in NRDAR cases. These 
cases can be brought about due to 
oil spills, such as Exxon Valdez or 
Deep Water Horizon, or chemical 
releases, such as PCB’s, dioxins, 
or mining run off. 


SCIT Public Relations 
Director Frank Cloutier intro- 
duced Tribal Chief Steven Pego 
who welcomed the crowd and 
commended them on the good 
work they are doing as stewards 
of Mother Earth. 

Veterans from the Anishinabe 
Ogitchedaw Veterans Warrior 
Society were present to post 
their colors along with the sup- 
port of the drum. A special 
thanks to the Snowbird Singers, 
the women’s drum group, for 
performing and Tribal Council 
Chaplain Jennifer Wassegijig 
for providing a blessing. 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) oversees clean up 
in these cases. However, assess- 
ing the damages caused to natu- 
ral resources and making the 
public whole after a release is the 
role of NRDAR practitioners. 

When a responsible party 
is named in a NRDAR case, a 


Trustee Council is formed to 
collectively assess the dam- 
ages and recommend solu- 
tions. Examples in Michigan 
involve Enbridge oil spill in 
the Kalamazoo River, General 
Motors PCB’s in the Saginaw 
Bay, and the Dow Chemical 
dioxin contamination in the 
Tittabawassee River. 

Tribes working on large 
cases are often at a disadvan- 
tage because it takes a lot of 
resources to participate on 
these Trustee Councils. 

SCIT hosted the first Tribal 
NRDAR conference in 2011, 
this was the second. We are 
building upon these suc- 
cesses, and the Department 
of Interior has committed to 
funding future trainings at 
other host tribes. 

The conference was vid- 
eotaped for future reference 
and training purposes. If you 



Jeffrey Mears, environ- 
mental area manager of 
the Oneida Environmental 


Health and Safety 
Division provides a 
perspective of the Fox 
River/Green Bay natural 
resources damages. 

would like more information, 
you can visit the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife website and search 
NRDAR cases. 


S & S Painting 


Interior and Exterior 
Power Washing 
25 Years Experience 
Free Estimates 
Senior Discounts 
Call Scott (989) 444-9421 
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SCIT receives 2015 Governor’s Award for historic preservation 


NATALIE SH ATTU CK 

Editor 

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe of Michigan received a 20 1 5 
Governor’s Award for historic 
preservation on Wednesday, May 
6 for the US-31/M-231 Holland 
to Grand Haven Archaeological 
Data Recoveries. 

Historic preservation seeks 
to conserve, preserve and pro- 
tect buildings, landscapes, 
objects and other artifacts of 
historical significance. 

SCIT has been actively 
involved with Michigan 
Department of Transportation 
(MDOT), Federal Highway 
Administration and the State 
Historic Preservation Office 
regarding the M-231/US-31 
project. 

“Investigations of three 
archaeological sites that were 
determined to be eligible for list- 
ing in the National Register of 
Historic Places were undertaken 
by MDOT in 2011 and 2012,” 


said William Johnson, cura- 
tor of the Ziibiwing Center of 
Anishinabe Culture & Lifeways. 

“The excavations and consul- 
tation with the federally-recog- 
nized Indian tribes of Michigan 
were required by Section 
106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act in advance of 
the construction of a bridge over 
the Grand River for new state 
route M-231,” he said. 

According to Johnson, exca- 
vations by MDOT’s archaeologi- 
cal consultant, Commonwealth 
Cultural Resources Group, Inc. 
(CCRG) of Jackson, Mich., 
revealed evidence of several 
occupations of the sites between 
A.D. 1000 and A.D. 1500. 

“Artifacts including chipped 
stone tools, the debris from mak- 
ing tools and pottery were recov- 
ered,” he said. “Food remains 
and evidence of fire pits, hearths, 
refuse and storage pits were 
recovered as well. The sites dis- 
covered are among the best pre- 
served in Michigan.” 


Along with SCIT, MDOT 
and CCRG, the consultation 
with the Grand Traverse Band 
of Ottawa & Chippewa Indians, 
Little River Band of Ottawa 
Indians, Little Traverse Bay 
Bands of Odawa Indians, Match- 
E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Band 
of Pottawatomi Indians- Gun 
Lake Tribe and Nottawaseppi 
Huron Band of the Potawatomi 
resulted in the project’s Tribal 
Involvement Plan (TIP). 

“TIP provided access to the 
site for Tribal Members to con- 
duct spiritual blessings and cere- 
monial activities during the field- 
work and opportunities to visit 
the sites and access the artifacts 
at the consultant’s laboratory and 
the state museum,” Johnson said. 

Also provided, was an explicit 
procedure for what to do if Tribal 
ancestors were inadvertently 
discovered during excavations, 
determining how to allow the 
tribes to rebury any ancestors, if 
encountered, as close to the origi- 
nal burial sites as possible. 


The award ceremony 
occurred at the Michigan 
State Capitol Rotunda in 
Lansing at 9 a.m. 

State Historic Preservation 
Officer Brian Conway pre- 
sented the award. 

Sub-Chief Loma Kahgegab 
Call accepted the award on 
SCIT’s behalf. Also in atten- 
dance to represent SCIT were 
Johnson and Public Relations 
Manager Marcella Hadden. 

“I’m very happy that the 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Council supports the efforts of 
the Tribal Historic Preservation 
Office,” Johnson said. “It 
was an honor to consult with 
the Michigan Department 
of Transportation, Federal 
Highway Administration, 
State Historic Preservation 
Office and the Commonwealth 
Cultural Resources Group. 
The excavation of the archae- 
ological sites was done care- 
fully, respectfully and with 
sensitivity to the tribes’ needs. 


This project is the perfect 
example of tribal consultation 
and totally deserving of the 
Governor’s Award.” 




Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

On behalf of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe, 
Sub-Chief Lorna Kahgegab 
Call accepts the 2015 
Governor’s Award for 
historic preservation at the 
Michigan State Capitol. 


native Michigan plants that will thrive 


A guide to 

AIMAN SHAHPURWALA 

Water Resource Technician 

Are you interested in having a 
low maintenance garden this 
year? Would you like beautiful 
plants that will thrive without 
additional water or fertilizer? 
Michigan’s native plants are 
your answer! 

Native plants are adapted to 
the climate and soils in which 
they evolved. Plants that are 


native to Michigan will survive 
and thrive from Michigan’s 
natural environmental condi- 
tions so they do not require 
much care. 

In addition, they provide 
habitat and food for wildlife 
and help maintain natural bio- 
diversity. These plants also help 
remediate soils and improve 
water quality. Native plants 
include a variety of grasses, 
flowers, shrubs and trees. 


When selecting native plants 
for your garden here are some 
things to consider: 

1. Generally how wet are 
your soils? Do you have areas 
on your property where water 
tends to collect? If so, you may 
want to consider planting more 
flood tolerant species of plants 
in those particular areas. 

2. What is your dominant soil 
texture? Do your soils contain 
more sand, silt or clay? 


3. How much sun do you 
receive on your property? Are 
there areas that receive more 
shade than others? Consider 
planting native plants that are 
more shade tolerant in areas that 
receive less sun. 

4. What esthetics are you 
expecting from your plant? 
Consider the height of each 
plant while selecting, along 
with the color of the foliage dur- 
ing each season. What season 


in gardens 

does the plant bloom? A variety 
of plants with differing bloom 
times may allow you to enjoy 
your garden year round. 

For more information on 
gardening with native plants, 
feel free to contact: Aiman 
Shahpurwala, water resource 
technician at 989-775-4081 or 
ashahpurwala@sagchip. org. 

Resource: www.michigan. 

gov/documents/deq/wrd-nps- 
landscape4wq_401 21 7_7.pdf 



'Blue flag Iris 

Height: 2-3 feet 
Bloom Time: May to July 
Water Needs: Medium-wet 
Sunlight: Full to partial 
Other: Attracts butterflies 



JViCcC geranium 

Height: 1-2 feet 
Bloom Time: April to May 
Water Needs: Medium 
Sunlight: Full, partial or shade 
Other: Great addition to shade beds 



Sweet flag 

Height: 2-3 feet 
Bloom Time: May to July 
Water Needs: Wet 
Sunlight: Full or partial 
Other: Benefits wildlife 



June (jrass 

Height: 1 -2 feet 
Water Needs: Medium to Dry 
Sunlight: Full or partial 
Other: Grows well in clay soils 
and woodlands 



Button6usfi 

Height: 3-12 feet 
Water Needs: Medium to wet 
Sunlight: Full or partial 
Other: Best in wet conditions 
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J-fazeCnut 
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Height: 3-13 feet 
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Water Needs: Medium/dry 
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Sunlight: Full or partial 



Other: Benefits wildlife 
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Isabella Community 
Credit Union 


989.773.5927 • ICCUonline.com 

2400 Isabella Rd • 102 E Broadway • 2100 E Remus, Mt Pleasant 


Driver’s License Restoration 






i 


Levitt Law Firm 

ATTORNEY TODD L 1 .!■' 


CentralMichiganLawyer.com 

CentralMichiganLawyer@gmail.com 
600 E Broadway, Mt Pleasant, MI 48858 


Are You Without a 
Driver’s License? 

Attorney Todd Levitt has 
been restoring Michigan 
driving privileges for more 
than 20 years. 

Call today, for a free consoltation 

989.772.6000 

The Todd L. Levitt Law Show 

Tune in to 98.5 WUPS weekly on Sunday mornings 
from 9 to 10 a.m. Each week the show features new 
guests on hot legal topics with a major twist of humor. 








Saginaw Chippewa Indian tribe of Michigan 
At-Large program presents: 


HONORING SAGANING 

Traditional Powwow 

JUNE 20™ & 21 st , 2015 

Powwow Grounds - 2750 Worth Rd. Standish, MI 

Next to the Saganing Eagles Landing Casino & Saganing Tribal Center 


Admission: 

$3 Daily/$5 Weekend 
$ 1 for Children 

**Under 12 must be accompanied by an adult 

Saturday, June 20 


Dancer/Drum Registration 
Grand Entry 

Dancer/Drum Registration 
Grand Entry 
Retiring Flags 


12-12:45 p.m. 

1 p.m. 

3-3:45 p.m. 

4 p.m. 

Dusk 


13 Shawl Exhibition I Created by Dr. Suzanne L. Cross 

• American Women’s Heart Health Aivareness 

• “Healing Through Culture and Art Shawl Collection” 


w 




Fireworks Saturday at Dusk 


Sunday, June 21 

Dancer/Drum Registration 12-12:45 p.m. 
Grand Entry 1 p.m. 

Hand Drum Contest 3 p.m. 

*lst prize : $300 2nd prize: $200 3rd prize: $100 

Blanket Giveaway Before Retiring 

Retiring of Flags 


Head Male Dancer: Eric Sowmick 
Head Female Dancer: Darcy Pilar 
Head Veteran: Darryl Jackson 
Head Drum: Spirit Lake 
Emcee: Bucko Teeple 
Arena Director: R.J. Smith 

Please direct all questions to 

1 . 800 . 884.6271 


Blue Cross 
|5£l lElJ Blue Shield 

of Michigan 

A nonprofit corporation and independent licensee 
ot the Stye Cross and Slue Shield Association 
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Workshop held in effort to increase 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

Low self-esteem is a think- 
ing disorder in which an indi- 
vidual views him/herself as 
inadequate, unlovable, and/ 
or incompetent. Once formed, 
this negative view permeates 
every thought, producing faulty 
assumptions and ongoing self- 
defeating behavior, according to 
DoSomething.org. 

The Nimkee Healthy Start 
Program, Youth LEAD Program 
and Seventh Generation hosted 
the Teen Self-Esteem Workshop 
with 25 Tribal youth from sixth 
through 12th grade attending in 
the Elijah Elk Cultural Center. 

Healthy Start Child Nurse 
Helen Williams coordinated 
the self-esteem workshop. 
Williams said self-esteem is 
how people see themselves, 
whether good or bad. 

“Positive self-esteem is the 
ability to have confidence in 
one's own worth or abilities; 
self-respect, pride, dignity, self- 
regard, faith in oneself, self- 
confidence and self-assurance,” 
Williams said. “Positive self- 
esteem is needed to help prevent 
risky behavior in youth.” 

Tribal Observer Graphic 
Designer Matthew Wright 
developed the 2015 Tribal 
Youth Self-Esteem symbol with 
the Tribal logo on the back of 
the teal T-shirt with the mes- 
sage of “Believe in the pride of 
a great people.” 

“The purpose of this event 
is to assist the Tribal youth in 
learning to see themselves as 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


West Intermediate 7th 
grader Jade Leaureaux is 
all smiles with the exer- 
cise ball she won at the 
Self-Esteem Workshop. 

valuable, not only to them- 
selves, but to their family, 
friends, the community and 
Tribal Nation,” Williams said. 
“We stress how important each 
child is by honoring culture and 
traditions through teachings and 
fun, cultural hands-on activities. 
The event goal is to provide a 
safe, friendly environment where 
Tribal youth can balance humor 
and respect while they partici- 
pate in the teachings to increase 
self-esteem.” 

Many Tribal departmental 
staff participated as speakers 
or teachers. 

Williams asked the youth 
ideas on how to build up other 
teens self-esteem in a school or 
community. Some of the ideas 
included: Writing something 
positive on school lockers, 
complimenting someone on 
their looks or their work, and 
handing out compliments on 
sticky notes. 


Seventh Generation Director 
Milton “Beaver” Pelcher hon- 
ored the youth with a prayer 
for the workshop and meal, and 
shared a message on the impor- 
tance of treating one another 
with respect. 

Tribal Observer Photojoumalist 
Joe Sowmick served as emcee for 
the event and kept the youth enter- 
tained with music and taking pic- 
tures with a “selfie stick.” 

Williams shared 1 1 facts 
on self-esteem in teens while 
Nimkee Healthy Start Nurse 
Anna Hon presented information. 

“May is National Teen Self- 
Esteem Month, a month that 
was started in order to battle 
against the negative self-image 
teens often have,” Hon said. 
“During this month, parents and 
teachers are encouraged to be 
positive role models for teens, 
promote diversity, and foster a 
positive body image. It’s impor- 
tant to remember that this gen- 
eration of teens will be the next 
generation of leaders, so mak- 
ing them confident and secure is 
an important task.” 

Ben Hinmon, cultural repre- 
sentative of Seventh Generation, 
shared a tobacco teaching and 
Seventh Generation staffers Lee 
Ann Ruffino and Louise Hunt 
assisted the youth in prepara- 
tion to make their own semaa 
pouches, used in social situa- 
tions including ceremonies and/ 
or sacred fires. 

“Tobacco plays such an impor- 
tant role, socially and spiritually, 
as Anishinabe,” Hinmon said. 
“The core of being Anishinabe is 
understanding who you are.” 
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Tribal youth self-esteem 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Seventh Generation Cultural Representative Ben Hinmon 
provided tobacco teachings to students and showed how to 
make a personal semaa pouch. 


Hinmon further explained 
tobacco offerings. 

“It is not an insult if someone 
turns down your tobacco offer- 
ing,” he said. “It is a way of say- 
ing they are not sure if they can 
help you. Once someone accepts 
the tobacco, it becomes an obli- 
gation... if you take someone’s 
tobacco offering, make sure (the 
task) is something you are com- 
fortable doing, because once that 
tobacco is in your hand, you are 
obligated to help that person out.” 

According to DoSomething. 
org, 75 percent of girls with low 
self-esteem reported engaging 
in negative activities includ- 
ing cutting, bullying, smoking, 
drinking or disordered eating. 
This compares to 25 percent of 
girls with high self-esteem. 

Williams read the following 
facts: More than 70 percent of 
girls age 15 to 17 avoid nor- 
mal activities, such as attend- 
ing school, when they feel bad 
about their looks. Also, seven in 


10 girls believe that they are not 
good enough or don’t measure 
up in some way, including their 
looks, performance in school 
and relationships with friends 
and family members. 

The top wish among all 
teen girls is for their parents 
to communicate better with 
them. This includes frequent 
and more open conversations, 
Williams said. 

It isn’t just teenage girls that 
experience low self-esteem, as 
boys may also experience low 
self-esteem. About 20 percent of 
teens will experience depression 
before they reach adulthood. 

Williams suggested getting 
involved with groups or after 
school activities is a great way 
to increase self-esteem. 

“Being in sports or part of 
a group teaches you discipline 
and team work,” Williams said. 
“Exercise lessens depression; 
the more you work out, the bet- 
ter you feel.” 


Repatriating 


our ancestors while "Walking the 


Red Road" 


CHARMAINE SHAWANA 

Contributing Writer 

Repatriating our ancestors has 
been my life’s work. . . there are 
many of our ancestors who lan- 
guish on shelves at universities 
and scientific institutions. Our 
possible relatives were taken out 
of the ground and used for study. 
Many believe this is still happen- 
ing today. 

Nowadays, during construc- 
tion projects, sometimes burial 
grounds are unearthed. These 
construction projects will not stop 
or move to another area. There are 
procedures that must be followed. 

Michigan State Police are 
notified and determinations as to 
their age and cause of death are 
made. Then, the tribes are noti- 
fied. A particular tribe may claim 



The “Red Road of 
Repatriation” curves through 
the Saginaw Chippewa 
Powwow Grounds and ends 
at the Nibokaan Cemetery. 

their ancestors for reburial at 
their homelands. 

Many times, their journey to 
the spirit land has been disturbed 
and another ceremony has to be 
done. Feasts are also done to 
honor the ancestors and apolo- 
gize to them for the disturbance. 


The Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe has been doing these 
reburials for almost 20 years now. 
Our Tribe is fortunate to have the 
financial resources to do these 
repatriations. Lots of tribes are 
repatriating their ancestors now 
for reburial. In this way, we are 
honoring our ancestors and those 
who have gone on before us. We 
say our Mother Earth is sacred 
because it holds the remains of 
our ancestors. 

But there is more to honoring 
our ancestors and repatriations. 
Many Anishinabe are Walking 
the Red Road. We are living our 
lives in a sober manner without 
drugs or alcohol. These issues 
have plagued our people for a 
long time. Realizing this and 
making a better life for our young 
ones has made an enormous dif- 
ference in our lives. 

Overcoming the issues and 
obstacles of drug and alcohol- 
affected lives has been a long 
time coming. We have so 
many resources now to help 
our young people to overcome 
these issues. Youth and preven- 
tion programs, treatment pro- 
grams, community activities 
all have contributed to our new 
wellness. Our culture has also 
made a huge contribution to 
our wellness as well. 


Studies have shown if people 
know their identity, history, and 
heritage and can be proud of it, 
there are fewer issues with drugs 
and alcohol. Knowing our his- 
tory and even knowing how the 
boarding schools have affected 
us has contributed to the overall 
wellness of our current national 
state of wellness. 

Anishinabek now know their 
clans, and the significance of their 
spirit names. We are learning our 


own Anishinabe language and 
reclaiming our heritage. Being 
proud of whom we are and mak- 
ing a better future for tomorrow is 
what has contributed to our cur- 
rent state of wellness. 

I look forward to our future 
and doing the repatriation work. 
It has contributed to my own 
wellness and I hope has helped 
teach our young ones how to 
make things right for the future of 
all Anishinabek. 


/+HIPPEWA 



989 - 779-2227 Vffu 

Available for All of Your Central & Northern Michigan Needs! 

No Distance Too Far! | Enjoy Our Wine & Micro Brew Tours In Traverse City! 


Need A Ride? 

We Can Help!! Lift Van Available 

In Vehicle Electronic Credit Card Processing 

For All Major Credit Cards 


VISA 


• Casino Runs 

• Airport Pickup and Drop Off 

• Seniors 

Airline Vouchers Accepted 

•Work 

• Corporate Accounts Welcomed 

• Lift Vans 

Available with Direct Billing 

• Golf Courses 

• Medical Transportation Services 

•Weddings 

With Direct Insurance Billing 

• Party Vans 


Facebook Us @ Chippewacabalma 

• Bar Runs 

• Ski Resorts 





WANTED j£ 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

William L. Antrobius 

Specializing in: Tribal Law, and Federal Indian Law; 
Overturning Prior State of Michigan Criminal Convictions For Lack 
of Jurisdiction; Appeals to Tribal, and State Courts; Tribal 
Disenrollment Cases in Tribal Court; Criminal Cases, Juvenile 
Cases, Civil Rights, and Child Removal Cases; Michigan Prisoner 
Housing Collection Actions in State Court 

Experience: Former Prosecuting Attorney Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan, and Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the 
Flathead Indian Reservation; Former Public Defender Assiniboine 
Sioux Tribe; Criminal Defense Attorney 

Tribal Affiliation: Member of the Six Nations Tribe, Ontario Canada 



Contact: (989) 772-6277 
1 13 W. Broadway, Suite 240 
Mt. Pleasant MI 48858 


Hi 
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Child Protection Team established to protect Tribal children from maltreatment 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


The Saginaw Chippewa Child Protection Team was 
sworn in on Friday, May 1 by Tribal Judge Patrick 
Shannon. (Photographed left to right: Shannon; Amy 
Durie, ACFS director; Cathy Fisher, healing to wellness 
coordinator; Karmen Fox, Nimkee executive health 
director; Melissa Montoya, education director; Shawn 
Sawmick, interim enrollment/tribal clerk director; and 
Robert Pego Sr., healing to wellness coordinator.) 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

In an effort to continue keep- 
ing Tribal children protected, 
the Indian Child Welfare 
Committee and the Health 
Board of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe established a Child 
Protection Team (CPT). 

The CPT meets to discuss 
child abuse and neglect cases 
with children’s protection as 
the common goal. The CPT 
has the responsibility to review 


the response of social services 
and police agencies to reports 
of neglect and abuse and make 
recommendations regarding the 
adequacy of those responses to 
improve protection of children 
from child maltreatment. 

“Title II of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Children’s Code actu- 
ally provides for the creation of 
a special Child Protection Team 
which is intended to bring indi- 
viduals with expertise across 
disciplines together to ensure 
the best outcomes possible for 


children and families with child 
welfare involvement,” said Amy 
Durie, Anishnaabeg Child and 
Family Services director. “Our 
code calls for bringing the 
CPT team together for only 
the most serious cases, but the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs rec- 
ommends a Child Protection 
Team consult on all open juve- 
nile court ward cases.” 

The CPT must be made up of 
representatives from various dis- 
ciplines (agencies) that work with 
child abuse and neglect cases; 
the health department, court, 
law enforcement, education, etc. 
(Department of the Interior, 1987; 
United States Department of the 
Interior, 1990.) 

“We followed the ‘Title II 
Children’s Code, Section 2.802(b) 
Child Protection Team’”, said 
Faith Carmona-Pego, ICWC 
chairperson. “And ‘Section 2.808 
(g) - the director of the Tribal 
department or his designee shall 
be deemed to be the coordinator 
of the Child Protection Team.’” 

The SCIT CPT currently 
includes Durie; Cathy Fisher, 
healing to wellness coordinator; 
Karmen Fox, Nimkee execu- 
tive health director; Melissa 
Montoya, education director; 
Shawn Sawmick, interim enroll- 
ment/tribal clerk director; and 
Robert Pego Sr., healing to well- 
ness coordinator. 


The team was inaugurated by 
Tribal Judge Patrick Shannon on 
Friday, May 1. 

“I feel I have a responsibility 
to the children of my community 
to help them live in a thriving and 
happy home and community,” 
Sawmick said. 

Durie said there are plans 
to add representatives from 
Behavioral Health and the Tribal 
Police Department. 

“The idea is that we will 
have better outcomes for chil- 
dren and families if we look 
at family needs from a multi- 
disciplinary prospective,” 
Durie said. 


According to the American 
Prosecutor’s Research Institute 
(1989), “experts from across 
the country who deal with chil- 
dren, abuse issues, courts, and 
trials on a daily basis confirm 
research findings in the field 
that the best response to child 
abuse is a coordinated, multi- 
disciplinary approach.” 

Child protection often 
involves civil action while prose- 
cution is a criminal justice issue. 

“The tribe has wanted to 
establish a CPT for some time, 
so this represents a positive 
step forward for our commu- 
nity,” Durie said. 


SEWPH donates to Tribal Library 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


On Thursday, May 14, Soaring Eagle Waterpark and 
Hotel representatives General Manager Bonnie Sprague 
(middle) and Associate General Manager Melinda Coffin 
(right) donated an autographed set of Johnathan Rand’s 
children’s books and poster to the Tribal Library. Rand is 
the author of best-selling series, Michigan Chillers. 

To kick-off summer reading, Rand will be visiting 
SEWPH on Saturday, June 13 with presentations at 1 p.m. 
and 6 p.m. The event is free and open to the public. 



Listening to Ikwe Anang (Womens Star) by Annette S. Lee 


FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

989-775-4074 or miibs@sagchip.org 


BLUE STAR MUSEUM PARTICIPATION NOW THROUGH SEPTEMBER 5, 2015 
NATIVE SKYWATCHERS EXHIBIT NOW THRU SEPTEMBER 26, 20 1 5 


“Honoring, Healing & Remembering” 

Mt. Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School 

j lut- . . rvmm 


Operated from June 30, 1893 to June 6, 1934 

Join us on the 81 st anniversary of the Mt. Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School closing. 

We recognize the suffering, strength, and resilience of the children through a day of memoriam and fellowship. 

Friday, June 5, 2015 • 7 am ■ 4 pm 

Mission Creek Cemetery 
1475 S. Bamber Road - Mt. Pleasant, MI 
7: 00am Sunrise Ceremony 

Mt. Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School 

1400 W. Pickard - Mt. Pleasant, MI 

(Near corner of Pickard & Crawford) 


Silent Auction 
donations 
welcomed! 


8:00am 

9:30am 

10:00am 


12:00pm 

1:30pm 

3:00pm 

3:30pm 

4:00pm 


Breakfast ( provided ) 

Pipe Ceremony 
Grand Entry & Flag Song 
Welcoming all Pipe Carriers & Tribal Flag Bearers 
Student Roll Call “Remembering the Deceased” 

Prayer & Special Guest Speakers 
Silent Auction begins 
Lunch (provided) 

Special Guest Speakers (continued) 

Jingle Dress Healing Dance & Celebratory Round Dane 
Welcoming all Jingle Dress Dancers 

Silent Auction ends 

Giveaway & Traveling Song 


Contact 
Amanda Lewis 
alewis@sagchip.org 
or 989775-4734 


Rain or Shine • Open to the public • Groups welcome 

Bring lawnchairs, lawn blankets, water bottles, umbrellas 


CMU 


Main parking in the Morning Sun lot at 711 W. Pickard 
Handicap & Elder parking available • Shuttle service available 

PLEASE DO NOT PARK ALONG CRAWFORD RD. 


Ziibiwing Center • 6650 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 989.775.4750 • www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing 


JOIN US 

at Ezhibiigaadek Asin 

(The Sanilac Petroglyphs site near Cass City, Ml) 

Agenda: 

• Biindigen! 

(Welcome) 

• Feast 

(Provided by Ziibiwing) 

• Guest Speakers: 

Rochelle Ettawageshik 
WaterTeachings 

Frank Ettawageshik 
Protecting Sacred Sites 

• Water Ceremony: 
Women's 

Tradition Group 

• Closing 

...a ceremonial place of natural beauty & wonder. 

Join us as we honor the teachings and spirit of the 
ancestors at this sacred site. 

Sanilac Petroglyphs 

Community Cultural Teaching & Feast 
Saturday, June 1 3, 201 5 • 1 1 am - 3pm 

Bring your lawn chair & feast bundle 
Skirts for women • FREE & OPEN to the public 


Experience the fascinating history and rich culture of the Saginaw Chippewa a 
Indian Tribe of Michigan at the Midwest’s Premier American Indian Museum 


ZIIBIWING 

CENTER 

OPEN MONDAY 
thru SATURDAY 
10am-6pm 


UPCOMING 

EVENTS: 


Native Skywatchers 

EDUCATORS & COMMUNITY WORKSHOP 


• American Indian Dances 

• Native Skywatchers - Creative Writing 

• NativeFest : 

- Car Bingo 

- Music & Comedy Night 

- Collection Showing 

• Native Skywatchers - Outdoor Movie 


July 4, 11 &18 
July 11 

July 21 
July 22 
July 23-30 
July 29 


with Annette S. Lee, Carl Gawboy, William Wilson & Jeff Tibbetts 


June 18 & 19, 2015 

8:30am-5:15pm 

ZIIBIWING CENTER 

6650 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 


$75 fee per person 
(Skywatchers Curriculum 
Material Provided) 


Optional: 
State Continuing 
Education Clock Hours 
(SCECH) or Continuing 
Education Units (CEU) 
through CMU available 
-additional $25 fee 


Special hotel room 
rates at SECR- 
Reserve by May 27, 2015 


To Register Contact: 


989.775.4744 
ggenereaux@ sagehip. org 


Judy Pamp 
989.775.4735 


jpamp@sagchip.org or 
Glenna Genereaux 





TMI I 1 

1IJ J Humanities A Social 


& Behavioral Sciences 

Ziibiwing 
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Tribal Council bestows Certificate of Appreciation to Pauquette 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council honors Water Quality 
Specialist Carey Pauquette with a Certificate of Appreciation 
for receiving the 2015 Bob Ball Award at the 20th annual 
Chippewa Watershed Conservancy Banquet. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

In a special ceremony with 
Tribal Council and the Public 
Relations staff, Water Quality 
Specialist Carey Pauquette 
joined fellow Environmental 
Team members Wildlife 
Biologist Heather Shaw, 
Environmental Resource 
Technician David Syckle and 
Administrative Assistant Kim 
Otto McCoy in Council cham- 
bers to receive a high honor 


on behalf of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe. 

At the 20th annual Chippewa 
Watershed Conservancy Banquet 
April 23, Pauquette received the 
2015 Bob Ball Award. 

In addition, Tribal Council 
presented Pauquette with a 
Certificate of Appreciation on 
May 20. 

“I consider these both 
incredible honors,” Pauquette 
said. “Working to represent 
the Tribe on surface water 
issues, improving water qual- 
ity for the community, and 


working with others to pro- 
mote environmental steward- 
ship is my hobby, my career, 
and my life.” 

“The environmental team 
has experienced incredible 
growth and community sup- 
port in recent years, and we 
are very thankful,” she said. 
“Knowing the community 
is proud and excited by our 
accomplishments fulfills a true 
sense of success and makes 
me want to work even harder 
toward our goals.” 

Pauquette said she is thank- 
ful to work with wonderful 
people and on a fantastic team. 
Pauquette also offered a special 
thank you to Tribal Council for 
their continued dedication to 
environmental stewardship. 

The Chippewa Watershed 
Conservancy said The Robert 
“Bob” Ball Award paddle was 
created in 1996 to honor some- 
one who has made a significant 
contribution to the Chippewa 
Watershed Conservancy’s pur- 
pose of protecting natural habitat 
and open space. 

The late Bob Ball was one 
of the founders of the CWC. 
He dedicated a large part of his 
life to promoting awareness and 
access to nature. 

In her position with the Tribe, 
Pauquette has been responsible 
for monitoring and reporting 


on the presence of E.coli in the 
Chippewa River, and for raising 
public awareness about the health 
issues associated with E. coli. She 
also put together all of the neces- 
sary documentation to make the 
Tribe eligible for Project 319: 
Clean Water Funding and is cur- 
rently working on securing funds 
for the implementation of best 
management practices to control 
or mitigate sedimentation and 
erosion issues within Tribal reser- 
vation boundaries. 

For the past two years, she has 
served as a member of the Board 
of Directors of the CWC and also 
serves on the Board of Directors 
of the Saginaw Basin Land 
Conservancy in Bay City. 


Tribal Treasurer Shelly 
Bailey presented the Certificate 
of Appreciation and com- 
mended the work that Carey and 
the environmental team does 
on behalf of the Membership. 

“Our Tribal Council has 
remained united in our effort to 
protect the environment and we 
are always willing to support 
those people in our commu- 
nity who realize how precious 
our resources are,” Bailey said. 
“The future of our Tribe and our 
people has always been con- 
nected to the environment and 
Tribal Council recognizes the 
good work that is being done by 
many who support clean water 
and environmental issues.” 


Tribal Library hosts Money Smart Week 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

The Michigan Credit Union League sponsored the 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Library’s Money Smart Week 
during April 20-24. On Tuesday, April 21, Isabella 
Community Credit Union volunteer Melissa Voss taught 
the after-school program children about money. 

She read the children the Berenstain Bears’ book 
“Dollars and Sense”, and handed out miniature piggy 
banks with a certificate for free $5 when they signed up 
for a banking account at ICCU. 


Central Michigan’s Best Selection Price & Payment, 0 Down Plus Tax, Title & Doc 



FWD, Sedan, Gas 14 2.5L, Silver Metal- 
lic, Auto, Cruise, 152k Miles. #FC064A 


60 mos/$1 49/$7,998 



2008 Ford Ranger 

Sport, Ext. Cab, RWD, Gas V6 3.0L, 
Auto, 45k Miles, MP3, ABS. #FU088 

54 mos/$245/$1 1,995 



2010 Mercury Mariner 

FWD, Gas, Auto 14, 2.5L, 114k Miles, 
Gold Leaf Metallic. #DT233A 


60 mos/$250/$1 3,460 



2011 Kia Rio LX FWD 

4 Door Sedan, Gas 14 1.6L, Auto, 96k 
Miles, MP3, Keyless Entry. #FU056B 

66 mos/$1 44/$8,450 



2012 Ford Escape XLT 

FWD, Gas 14 2.5L, Auto, 45k Miles, 
Cruise, MP3, Blue Metallic. #FP023 

72 mos/$308/$1 9,350 



2012 Ford Focus SE 


Certified, FWD, Gas 14 2.0L, Auto, 44k 
Miles, Grey Metallic, MP3. #FP003 


72 mos/$231/$14,500 



2012 Ford Fusion SEL 

FWD, Gas 14 2.5L, Auto, 32k Miles, 
Cruise, Heated Seats. #EP007 

72 mos/$309/$1 9,395 



2012 Chrysler 200 

Gas 14 2.4L, Auto, 29k Miles, Cruise, 
Security System, Leather Seats. #FU059 

72 mos/$267/$1 6,800 



2011 Chevy Cruze 

LT w/ILT, FWD, Turbocharged, Gas 
14 1.4L, Auto, 68k Miles. #FP017A 

66 mos/$1 93/$11 ,250 



2010 Ford Fusion SE 

FWD, Gas 14 2.5L, Auto, 44k Miles, 
Silver Metallic, Cruise. #FU051 

60 mos/$242/$1 2,995 



2010 GMC Terrain 

SLE-2 FWD, Gas 14 2.4L, Auto, 81k 
Miles, Red Metallic, Cruise. #EP054A 

60 mos/$324/$1 7,295 



2012 Chevy Impala LT 

Gas V6 3.6L, Auto, 48k Miles, 
Cruise, Black Metallic. #ET456B 

72 mos/$231/$14,500 



2011 Chevy Equinox 

LS, FWD, Gas Ecotec 14 2.4L, Auto, 
Black, 63k Miles. #FU021 

66 mos/$269/$1 5,695 



2008 Ford Ranger XLT 

Ext. Cab, Gas V6 3.0L, Manual, 57k 
Miles, Grey Metallic, MP3. #FU082 

54 mos/$276/$1 3,485 



2008 Honda CR-V LX 

FWD, Gas 14 2.4L, Auto, 39k Miles, 
Silver, Cruise, MP3. #FU095 

54 mos/$298/$1 4,500 



2012 Ford Fusion SE 

FWD, Gas 14 2.5L, Auto, 25k Miles, 
Red Metallic, Cruise, Security. #FP014 

72 mos/$286/$1 7,995 



2012 Ford Fiesta SE 

FWD, Gas 14 1.6L, Auto, 33k Miles, 
Race Red, Heated Seat. #FC086A 

72 mos/$201/$1 2,350 



2010 Ford Escape XLT 

4WD, Gas/Eth. V6 3.0L, Auto, 79k 
Miles, Cruise, Keyless Entry. #FU084 

60 mos/$258/$1 3,800 



2012 Ford Fusion SE 

FWD, Gas/Eth. V6 3.0L, Auto, 48k 
Miles, Cruise, Grey Metallic. #EU214 

72 mos/$239/$14,950 



2011 Jeep Patriot 

FWD, Gas 14 2.0L, Auto, 1 lk Miles, 
Blackberry Pearl Blue, Cruise. #FU035B 

66 mos/$283/$1 6,480 



2007 Ford Ranger 

Sport, Ext. Cab, RWD, Gas V6 3.0L, 
Auto, 87k Miles, MP3. #FU085 

48 mos/$259/$1 1,450 



2009 Pontiac G6 FWD 

Gas 14 2.4L, Auto, 59k Miles, MP3, 
FWD, Red Metallic, Cruise. #FC105A 

60 mos/$218/$11,695 



2010 Ford Escape XLT 

4WD, Gas/Eth. V6 3.0L, 59k Miles, 
Cruise, 4Door, Keyless Entry. #FU096 

60 mos/$289/$1 5,495 



2014 Dodge Grand 
Caravan SXT FWD 

Auto, 42k Miles, V6 3.6L. #FU013 

72 mos/$311/$1 9,495 


KRAPOHL’S 

1 - 800 - 772-5974 | Mt. Pleasant • 1 Block East of Meijer 


WE BUY 

Clean Cars, Trucks & SUV’s 


Visit our website 

WWW.KRAPOHL.COM 

for our entire inventory! 


64 YEARS 
STRONG 



Price & Payment $0 Down plus Tax, Title and Doc. Financing 4.9% fixed rate with approved credit. Down payment on trade equity will lower payment. All vehicles subject to Prior Sale, see dealer for details. 
















WHERE ON THE REZ? 


LOST MONTH 


Do you know where this is? 

Answer the puzzle correctly by 
June 16 through e-mail or 
telephone. Your name will go into 
a drawing and one winner will 
receive two free announcements 
in the Tribal Observer. 

Submit Answers To: 

dcontu@sagchip.org 
or call 989-775-4010 


SECR Hotel Parking Lot 


Last Month's Winner 

No Winner 


Dear Wigwam Wisdom: There are times in 
our community when it is not appropriate for 
kids to attend certain functions or sometimes 
if they are allowed, they are not supervised. 
I have kids but I monitor them closely and 
don’t let them run around. I know it’s hard 
on them when they see the other kids running 
around wild. I just think it’s so disrespectful, 
especially when there are Elders around. How 
can you make a parent pay attention to their 
children? Sugared Up 

Dear Sugared Up: There is a time and a place 
for everything, but unfortunately not every- 
one will agree. Usually in Indian Country, 
kids are considered part of community func- 
tions and are not left out. Most people will 
just tolerate the noise and chaos or leave the 
event. I would suggest that at the beginning 
of the event, an announcement can be made 
about what is and isn’t appropriate preferably 
by an Elder to the parents. 


Dear Wigwam: I have tried everything to get 
my boyfriend to quit drinking. I’ve threatened 
to leave but have been unable to move for- 
ward in doing so. I’ve dumped out his booze, 
hid his car keys, picked him up at the bar, etc. 
You name it, I’ve done it to help him. I cook, 
clean and am a good mother. I don’t know why 
he can’t be happy with me when I’ve tried so 
hard to please him in every way. Why Not Me 

Dear Why Not Me: Maybe it’s not him you 
should worry so much about, but yourself. 
Threatening and enabling never works. Take 
the focus off of him and on to yourself. You 
can’t control him so don’t kid yourself. He 
knows what he has to do but is not ready and 
may never be. You have to do what is right 
for you and you may not even know what that 
is. There is a support group called Al-Anon 
which is for family of friends of alcoholics 
that I would recommend for you. When you 
begin to educate yourself and change your 
behavior, the alcoholic will also change. Give 
it a try, what have you got to lose? 
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Funs Games 




father 

imbaabaa 

husband 

ninaabem 

strong 

mashkawaa 

baseball 

bakitejii'ige 

fishing 

noojigiigoonyiwe 

flute 

bibigwan 

grandpa 

nimishoo 

understanding 

nisidotam 

strength 

gagwejii 

storyteller 

aadizookewinini 

admire 

minwaabamewizi 

inherit 

ondizi 

student 

gekinoo'amawind 

complete 

giizhi 

educate 

gikendaaso 

intelligent 

nibwaaka 

accomplish 

gashkiewizi 

courageous 

mangide 

summer 

niibin 

begins 

maajii 



Anishinaabemowin 
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HAPPY FATHER'S DAY 


Nichols, John, D, & Nyholm, Earl. A Concise Dictionary of Minnesota Ojibwe. University of Minnesota Press. Minneapolis. 1995. Title by Isabelle Osawamick. 


The Wigwam has 
sheltered our ancestors 
from storms and bad 
weather since the dawn 
of time. The wigwam 
has witnessed the 
hardships our people 
have had to endure not 
only through the hands of change and war, but upon our 
strongest enemies, ourselves. The spirit of the wigwam 
does not forget and keeps with it the wisdom to guide the 
souls that have strayed back to a peaceful life. 

Comments or feedback can be sent to: 
wigwam_wisdom@yahoo.com 

*(W is intended entertainment purposes only. Please make 
sure to seek professional counseling when necessary .) 


Dear Wigwam Wisdom: I recently bought 
new furniture and have waited a long time to 
do so. I absolutely cannot wait to sit down and 
have a cup of tea when I have a chance. I do 
have a bigger issue: My husband sees nothing 
wrong with letting our dog on the new furni- 
ture when he is home. I know it is confusing 
to our pet as he gets mixed messages. How 
should I handle this? Dog Gone It 

Dear Dog Gone: You must come to an under- 
standing first with your husband on what you 
can live with. Depending on what type of dog 
it is, it may be perfectly fine. On the other hand, 
there could be an issue with fleas and dog odor. 
If your husband will not budge on the issue, per- 
haps you both can compromise and have the dog 
lay on a small blanket which you can then wash 
when necessary. 


— 

Tribal Observer 

- 


Em; 




•- 


Email your submissions to 
observer@sagchip.org or turn 
them in to the Tribal Observer 
office located inside the Tribal 
Operations building. 


opt a Pet 


Roxanne 


Hello, my name is 
Roxanne! I’m a senior 

lab mix, but don’t wor- - v 

ry, I still have lots of 

energy to play and roll " flglyj 

around with you! In my 0. 

spare time, I enjoy naps rj £ jS 

and long walks on the 58 

trails with my nose to 

the ground. I love getting scratched behind my ears! 
I am GREAT with other dogs and cats, and wouldn’t 
mind kids! I love the water and wouldn’t mind a 
home where I could enjoy an occasional swim. I 
would also LOVE to cuddle on the couch! 


Avery 


for five different 

litters of kittens. I just love to give love! Now 
it’s my turn to be cared for. I’m looking for 
someone who doesn’t mind quiet companion- 
ship and lots of cat kisses. 


Available at: The Humane Animal Treatment Society 

1105 S. Isabella Rd. Mt. Pleasant Hatsweb.org 989.775.0830 Email: info@hatsweb.org 

Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Saturday: 9 a.m. -2 p.m. I Puppies: $175, Dogs: $160, Cats: $85 Senior Dogs: $100, Cats: $85 
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Legendary lacrosse coach teaches SCIT youth fundamentals of the game 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Coach John Kenney appreciates the corporate support 
given by Cascade Lacrosse and Marverik Lacrosse in 
assisting with equipment for the Red Swamp Lacrosse 
clinic on the Isabella Indian Reservation. 


JOSEPH V. SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

Lacrosse Coach John M. 
Kenney is a longtime coach 
and athletic mentor of boys 
lacrosse. Winner of more 
than 400 games and numer- 
ous division, county and state 
championships in Long Island 
and Michigan, Kenney has 
also been a six-time coach 
of the year, four-time Man of 
Year, including the 2005 U.S. 
Lacrosse National Man of the 
Year, and served on the Team 
USA 2003 World U-19 staff. 

Kenney was appointed head 
coach of the Scottish National 
Team for the 2008 European 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Youth LEAD Activities 
Manager and Red Swamp 
Lacrosse Coach Ronnie 
Ekdahl (left) extends 
a warm handshake to 
Kenney as he is presented 
with some traditional gifts 
on behalf of the team. 


Cup, a position he continues to 
hold and has written a coaching 
certification manual for Scotland. 

He was invited by Youth 
LEAD Activities Manager and 
Red Swamp Lacrosse Coach 
Ronnie Ekdahl to hold a skills 
and fundamentals clinic for 
youth on Saturday, April 18. 

(Editor s note: The following is the 
April 18 interview with Kenney by 
Tribal Observer Photojournalist 
Joseph V. Sowmick.) 

Here we are at the home 
field of Red Swamp Lacrosse 
on the Saginaw Chippewa 
Reservation. How does 
it feel being able to teach 
Native people lacrosse? 

This is a real honor and 
privilege for me to be here and 
teach the Native Americans 
the game of lacrosse. I am 
humbled to do so and am 
thrilled that I was able to get 
in touch with Ronnie and that 
we were able to put this scrim- 
mage together. 

I’m sure Coach Ekdahl 
has shared how he and his 
team have been striving to 
complete and maintain a 
quality program to challenge 
other tribes in Michigan and 
the Midwest. Do you see a 
lot of tribes getting back to 
this traditional game? 

I know that the Six Nations 
have got together and put 
a lot of effort and certainly 
the Thompson brothers from 


Albany State and the 
Onondaga Nation of New 
York have really put the 
Native American game 
back in Native hands. 

That is thrilling for me. I 
had the privilege last sum- 
mer of coaching Scotland 
in the World Games 
and during that time we 
actually got to play the 
Iroquis Nationals. It was 
a close game and they 
won (laughs) but it was a 
real thrill and a highlight 
of my coaching career. 

Something that is 
probably not different 
from playing lacrosse on the 
world stage is being able to 
stress the importance of fun- 
damentals. Whether it’s prac- 
ticing your shot technique or 
making a successful pass to 
your teammate, do you see 
those mechanics as an integral 
part at every level of lacrosse, 
from beginner to collegiate 
and the world games? 

I was blessed a long time 
ago in 1967 to have a high 
school coach who said some- 
thing very simple. He said, 
“Gentlemen, the game of 
lacrosse is a simple game of 
catching and throwing and if 
you catch and throw right, you 
will be able to play this game 
and play it well.” Catching and 
throwing requires good funda- 
mentals... and I have stressed 
that knowledge given to me 
over my 35 years of coaching. 


It seems like lacrosse has 
transcended generations where 
equipment and stories have 
been passed down throughout 
the years. Even in your fam- 
ily where your four boys have 
excelled at the collegiate level 
and for them to give back this 
game to their communities, 
how does that make you feel 
as a father? 

To have taught them as 
young boys and to watch them 
win national championships at 
Princeton and the University of 
Virginia has been a thrill. And 
again, why were they able to 
play at that level? It really gets 
down to the fundamentals. . . the 
ball moves faster than their legs 


and regardless of how quick and 
fast they are, it’s the speed of 
the ball and the accuracy of the 
ball that makes the difference. 

If you had one message 
you would like to share with 
our Native parents about 
lacrosse to encourage their 
kids to take part in the game, 
what would that message be? 

For a long time, I have 
known it has been considered 
the Creator’s game, and with- 
out a doubt, when it’s played 
and played well, even at the 
elementary school level, it is, 
I believe, the most beautiful 
game that exists. Lacrosse is 
just a great, great game. 


SELC plants 72 new saplings 
to replace lost ash trees 



□ 

□ 


2015 SPONSORSHIP FORM 


Yes, I want to help sponsor the 28th Annual Michigan Indian Family Olympics which 
helps make a positive difference in the lives of Native Americans who reside in Michigan. 

GOLD SPONSOR: $3 ,000 Dollars - Provides sponsorship for food & beverages (lunch 
& water), medals & team awards. 

SILVER SPONSOR: $2 ,000 Dollars - Provides registration gift (water bottles) and event 
staff t-shirts. 

BRONZE: $1 ,000 Dollars - Provides rentals (table/chairs) & Signage 
OTHER: Amount $ 


Tribal Nation/Corporation: 
Address: 


Contact Name: 


Daytime Phone: 

Authorizing Signature: . 


Email: 


Sponsors will have individual signs on event day and large group sponsorship banner. Also your 
logo will be displayed on the SCIT Tribal website along with a link to your business website and 
announcement s throughout the event. 


Miigwetch for helping make the 28th Annual Michigan Family Olympics 2015 a success! 
You can mail this completed form to: Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe, Public Relations, 
7070 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

Any questions please contact Jaden Harman at 989-775-4694 - jharman@sagchip.org or 
Public Relations: publicrelations@sagchip.org 

PLEASE RESPOND BY JUNE 30, 2015 - CHECKS WILL NEED TO BE 
RECEIVED NO LATER THAN JUNE 30, 2015. 


PAUL WALKER 

SELC Maintenance 
Supervisor 

This past winter, Saganing 
Eagles Landing Casino had 
to remove approximately 
18 ash trees that were 
stricken by the Emerald 
Ash Borer. 

Recently, Carey Pauquette 
from the SCIT Planning 
Department sent more than 
72 saplings to replace the 
trees lost. This was done 
in effort to prevent erosion 
along the rivers and to keep 
our waters clean and safe 
from runoff. 

The new trees were 
planted behind SELC and is 
an ongoing part of a beau- 
tification effort to make 
an enjoyable area for our 
employees to be proud of. 



Courtesy of Paul Walker 


SELC Maintenance 
employees Jeff Boensch 
and Ben Walters planting 
the first cedar tree. 

Planning sent over white 
oak, dogwood, cranberry, 
and cedar trees. 



Positions Now Available! 


Apply today at 

www.migiziedc.com 









extras 

PLAY DAY i 


WITH SPECIAL GUEST 

DiMMY 


JUN ■*- 

SOLD OUT 


JUL 1-? 


CARNIVAL 1 JUL 
DEMOLITION DERBY ' J U jUL 


Avenged sevenfold jjjl 16 

special GUEST _ TICKETS START AT $25 

breaking benjamin 


ilill 


$2 ° IN PREMIUM 


SHOW 


■FREE 


H OUSI 
15% °FF KIDS 


V ' sif ( So °ring Eagl e 
L. for COrr >plete < 


O <>0 


Get your tickets at the Soaring Eagle box office, 
etix.com, or call 1 .800.514.ETIX 


ENTERTAINMENT 
ROOM PACKAGE 

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS THEN CALL 
877.2. EAGLE.2 TO BOOK YOUR ESCAPE! 


STARTING 


$ 249 

First class room. Based on 
double occupancy. 


-$10 IN PREMIUM PLAY 

- $10 DRINK CREDIT PER PERSON 

- 24-HOUR PASS TO AURORA BUFFET 
PER PERSON (Sun-Thurs 11AM-11PM 
Fri-Sat 11AM -12AM) 




Tnha\Graduates 
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CONGRATULATIONS HIGH SCHOOL TRIBAL GRADUATES 





Abbigail Mezey 

Kearsley High School 


Christopher Benz Gage Colwell 

Mount Pleasant High School Mount Pleasant High School 





Taylor Kolhoff 

Chippewa Hills High School 


Jonathan Laske 

MPCAE 


Taylor Cogswell 

Shepherd High School 





Ayla Sisco 

Chippewa Hills High School 


Sequoya Alaniz 

Oasis 


Mary De Los Santos 

Belen High School, N.M. 


COLLEGE TRIBAL GRADUATES 



Jonathan Slater 

DePaul University 
Political Science/Arabic Studies 



Sara Alexander 

Mid Michigan CC 
Associates in Applied Science Degree 
(Medical Assistant) 



Samuel Mitchell 

Central Michigan University 
Bachelor in Music - Performance 



Marilee Fleming 

Central Michigan University 
Bachelor of Science in Community 
Development: Public Administration 



Tyler Teichman 

Central Michigan University 
Mechanical Engineer 



Kelly R. Willis 

Hummingbird Health Insititue 
of Naturopathic Therapies 
Naturopathic Educator 



Aaron Leaureaux 

Specs Howard School 
of Media Arts 



Sydnee Kopke Kaine Andy 

Mount Pleasant High School Mount Pleasant High School 



Ciara "CeCe" Henry 

Mount Pleasant High School 



Alicia Starkey 

Lamphere High School 



Zykia Godlewski 

Shepherd High School 


Zane Jewell 

Shepherd High School 





Sully Schlegel 

Mount Pleasant High School 


Tina Neyome 

Shepherd High School 



Isaiah Ruffino 

Mount Pleasant High School 
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Tribal 


Community , 


SCIT Utility Authority Consumer Confidence Report and annual drinking water report 


(Editor's Note: The follow- 
ing report was submitted by 
Water Operator Supervisor 
Joe Johnson.) 

Is My Water Safe? During 
2015, your tap water met all 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) drinking water 
safety standards. Your Tribal 
employees vigilantly safeguard 
your water and supplies and we 
are proud to report that your 
water system had no violations 
of maximum contaminant lev- 
els or any other drinking water 
quality standards this past year. 
This report will give you even 
more information about the 
safety of your water supply. 
Please read on for additional 
information. Informed custom- 
ers are our best allies. 

Do I need to take special 
precautions? Some people may 
be more vulnerable to contami- 
nants in drinking water than the 
general population. Immune- 
comprised persons who have 
undergone organ transplants, 
people with HIV/AIDS or other 
immune system disorders, some 
elderly and infants can be par- 
ticularly at risk from infections. 
These people should seek advice 
about drinking water from their 
health care providers. The EPA/ 
Centers of Disease Control 
(CDC) guidelines on appropriate 
means to lessen the risk of infec- 
tion by Cryptosporidium and 
other microbial contaminants are 
available from the Safe Drinking 
Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791). 

Where does my water come 
from? Water for consumer use 
can come from a variety of 
sources including rivers, lakes 
and other surface waters. Your 
Tribal supply comes from under- 
ground aquifers as groundwater 
to your wells. A benefit of ground 
water is it is naturally filtered 
through rocks and soil. Our tribe 
has four wells. Well #3 is located 
off of Little Elk Road. Well # 4 
is located west of Shepherd Road. 
Well #5 is located north of Remus 
Road and Well #6 is located north 
of Ogemaw. The water softening 
plant was put into operation on 
April 5, 2000. Please consider 
not using your home water soft- 
ener for the following reasons: 
your water will have an increase 
in the sodium (salt) content and 
you water could become corro- 
sive. The plant was designed and 
is operated to provide the tribal 
homes and businesses with water 
that is balanced and softened. 
Re-softening can create a tinny 
taste and cause you to use extra 
water to remove soap residues. 
The water plant does add fluoride 
to the water. If you have an aquar- 
ium with tropical fish, check with 
your local pet store for proper 
treatment of the water to avoid 
harmful effects on your fish. 

Source water assessment 
and its availability: The tribe 
has worked with the U.S. EPA 
to conduct a source water assess- 
ment. This assessment consists 
of identifying the area(s) around 


the well(s), which need to be 
protected from contaminations, 
identifying potential sources of 
contamination, and determining 
the susceptibility of the wells 
to contamination. The assess- 
ment also gives us information 
we need as a tribal community 
to make sure our drinking water 
is safe now and in the future. 
We have a copy available at the 
water plant for review to anyone 
who wishes to read it. This was 
updated in 2009. 

Vulnerability Study and 
Emergency Response Plan: 
We are required to do a vulner- 
ability study and file it with the 
EPA. This has been completed as 
well as the Emergency Response 
Plan. These are available for 
review at the water plant. 

Why are contaminants 
in drinking water? Drinking 
water, including bottled water, 
may reasonably be expected to 
contain at least small amounts 
of some contaminants. The pres- 
ence of contaminants does not 
necessarily indicate that water 
poses a health risk. More infor- 
mation about contaminants and 
potential health effects can be 
obtained by calling the EPA’s 
Safe Drinking Water Hotline 
(1-800-426-4791). 

The sources of drinking water 
(both tap water and bottled water) 
include rivers, lakes, streams, 
ponds, reservoirs, springs and 
wells. As water travels over the 
surface of the land or through 
the ground, it dissolves naturally 
occurring minerals and in some 
cases radioactive material. It can 
also pick up substances resulting 
from the presence of animals or 
human activity. 

Microbial contaminants, such 
as viruses and bacteria, may come 


from sewage treatment plants, 
septic systems, agricultural live- 
stock operations and wildlife. 

Inorganic contaminants, such 
as salts and metals, can be natu- 
rally occurring or result from 
urban storm water runoff, indus- 
trial or domestic wastewater dis- 
charges, oil and gas production, 
mining or farming. 

Organic chemical contami- 
nants including synthetic and 
volatile organic chemicals, 
which are by products of indus- 
trial processes and petroleum 
production, can also come from 
gas stations, urban storm water 
runoff and septic systems. 

Radioactive contaminants 
which can be naturally occurring 
or be the result of oil and gas 
production and mining activities. 

In order to insure that the tap 
water is safe to drink, the EPA 
prescribes regulations, which 
limit the amount of certain con- 
taminants in water that is pro- 
vided by a public water system. 

How to identify Utility staff 
employees: All Employees 
of the Utility Department of 
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe wear shirts that have the 
tribal logo on them, have a tribal 
employee badge and should be 
arriving at a residence in a com- 
pany vehicle. 

If you ever have a question 
about someone being at your 
residence and you are not sure 
if they are an employee, please 
call us at 989-775-5141 to 
verify that they are who they 
claim to be. 

How can I become involved 
in the safety of my drinking 
water? If you would like to 
become involved with your 
water safety, please call us at 
989-775-5141. 


Non-Gaming Commercial 

Flat Fee (Per Quarter): 

5/8” Meter: $15 1” Meter: $38.85 2” Meter: $124.20 

Over 2” Meter and up to 4” Meter: $400 

Over 4” Meter: As determined on an individual basis by the Authority 

Monthly Variable 

Rate: $2.42 per 1,000 gallons Sewer Rate: $2.52 per 1,000 gallons 
(gallons charged are based on 80 % of water usage) 

Miscellaneous Fees 

$ 1 5 to tag for a shutoff $25 for meter removal (snowbird) 

$ 1 5 for non-emergency shutoff $25 to reinstall meter (snowbird) 

$30 for non-payment shutoff $50 for reconnection after shutoff 

Water Quality Data Table 

The table below lists all of the drinking water contaminants that we detected 
during the calendar year of this report. 

Terms and Abbreviations Used to the Right: 

MCLG: Maximum Conta min ant Level Goal: The level of a contaminant in drinking 
water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLG’s allow for 
a margin of safety. 

MCL: Maximum Contaminant Level: The highest level of a contaminant that is 
allowed in drinking water. MCL’s are set as close to the MCLG’s as feasible using 
the best available treatment technology. 

AL: Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant, which if exceeded, triggers 
treatment or other requirements that a water system must follow. 

(See table to the right for values.) 

All water samples tested for bacteria content were negative for the test 
results. Due to excellent results on previous testing the following was 
requested: A Synthetic Organic Contaminants (SOC) waiver was requested 
in 2009. A Dioxin waiver was requested in 2009. Lead and Copper testing is 
required every three years. The test results were given to the individual home- 
owners. The results listed are the 90th percentile results. The required VOC test- 
ing was done in October of 201 1 and except for the Total Trihalomethanes 


Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality Drinking Water Laboratory 

Official Laboratory Report 


Sample Number: LF31770 



Sample Point: Entry to Distribution Plant 

Analyte Name 

Result 

(mg/L) 

Date 

Tested 

RL 

(mg/L) 

MCL/AL 

(mg/L) 

Method 

CAS# 

Chloride 

31 

8/11/14 

4 


SM 4500-CI E 

7647-14-5 

Flouride 

0.89 

8/11/14 

0.1 

4 

SM 4500 FC 

16984-48-8 

Hardness as CaC03 

130 

8/11/14 

20 


SM 2340 C 

HARD-00-C 

Iron (automated) 

Not detected 

8/11/14 

0.1 


SM 3500 FeB 

7439-89-6 

Nitrate as N 

Not detected 

8/11/14 

0.4 

10 

10-107-04-2-B 

1497-55-8 

Nitrite as N 

Not detected 

8/11/14 

0.05 

1 

10-107-04-2-B 

14797-65-0 

Sodium (automated) 

87 

8/11/14 

5 


SM 3500 NaB 

7440-23-5 

Sulfate 

223 

8/11/14 

10 


SM 4500 S04E 

14808-79-8 

Volatile Organic Compounds 

1,1 Dichloroethane 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

75-34-3 

1,1 Dichloroethylene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.007 

EPA 524.2 

75-35-4 

1,1 Dichloropropene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

563-58-6 

1,1,1 Trichloroethane 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.2 

EPA 524.2 

71-55-6 

1 , 1 , 1 ,2 Tetrachloroethane 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

630-20-6 

1,1,2 Thrichloroethane 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.005 

EPA 524.2 

79-00-5 

1, 1,2,2 Tetrachloroethane 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

79-34-5 

1,2 Dichlorobenzene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.6 

EPA 524.2 

95-50-1 

1 ,2 Dichloroethane 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.005 

EPA 524.2 

107-06-2 

1,2 Dichloropropane 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.005 

EPA 524.2 

78-87-5 

1,2,3 Trichlorobenzene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

87-61-6 

1,2,3 Trichloropropane 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

96-18-4 

1,2,4 Trichlorobenzene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.07 

EPA 524.2 

120-82-1 

1,2,4 Trimethylbenzene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

95-63-6 

1,3 Dichlorobenzene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

541-73-1 

1,3 Dichloropropane 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

142-28-9 

1,3,5 Trimethylbenzene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

108-67-8 

1,4 Dichlorobenzene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.075 

EPA 524.2 

106-46-7 

2,2 Dichloropropane 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

594-20-7 

Benzene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.005 

EPA 524.2 

71-43-2 

Bromobenzene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

108-86-1 

Bromochloromethane 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

74-97-5 

Bromodichloromethane 

0.0026 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.08 

EPA 524.2 

75-27-4 

Bromoform 

0.0026 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.08 

EPA 524.2 

75-5-2 

Bromomethane 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.001 


EPA 524.2 

74-83-9 

Carbon tetrachloride 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.005 

EPA 524.2 

56-23-5 

Chlorobenzene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.1 

EPA 524.2 

108-90-7 

Chlorodibromomethane 

0.0039 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.08 

EPA 524.2 

124-48-1 

Chloroethane 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

75-00-3 

Chloroform 

0.0013 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.08 

EPA 524.2 

67-66-3 

Chloromethane 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

74-87-3 

cis-1,2 Dichloroethylene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.07 

EPA 524.2 

156-59-2 

cis-1,3 Dichloropropene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

10061-01-5 

Dibromomethane 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

74-95-3 

Dichlorodiflouromethane 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.001 


EPA 524.2 

75-71-8 

Dichloromethane 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0006 

0.005 

EPA 524.2 

75-09-2 

Ethylbenzene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.7 

EPA 524.2 

100-41-4 

Fluorotrichloromethane 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.001 


EPA 524.2 

75-69-4 

Hexachlorobutadiene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

87-68-3 

Isopropylbenzene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

98-82-8 

m & p-Xylene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

10 

EPA 524.2 

XYLMP-00-C 

Methyl ethyl ketone 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.005 


EPA 524.2 

78-93-3 

Methyl isobutyl ketone 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.005 


EPA 524.2 

108-10-1 

Methyl-tert-butyl ether (MTBE) 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.001 


EPA 524.2 

1634-04-4 

Naphthalene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

91-20-3 

n-Butylbenzene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

104-51-8 

Nitrobenzene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.01 


EPA 524.2 

98-95-3 

n-Propylbenzene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

103-65-1 

o-Chlorotoluene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

95-49-8 

0-Xylene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 
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EPA 524.2 

95-47-6 

p-Chlorotoluene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

106-46-4 

p-Isopropyltoluene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

99-87-6 

sec-Butylbenzene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

135-98-8 

Styrene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.1 

EPA 524.2 

100-42-5 

tert-Butylbenzene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

98-06-6 

Tetrachloroethylene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.005 

EPA 524.2 

127-18-4 

Tetrahydrofuran 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.005 


EPA 524.2 

109-99-9 

Toluene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

1 

EPA 524.2 

108-88-3 

Total Trihalomethanes 

0.01 

8/12/14 

NA 

0.08 

EPA 524.2 

TTHM-00-C 

Total Xylenes 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

NA 

10 

EPA 524.2 

1330-20-7 

trans-1,2 Dichloroethylene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.1 

EPA 524.2 

156-60-5 

trans-1,3 Dichloropropene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 


EPA 524.2 

10061-02-6 

Trichloroethylene 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.005 

EPA 524.2 

79-01-6 

Vinyl chloride 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.0004 

0.002 

EPA 524.2 

75-01-4 


Sample Number: LF31771 



Sample Point: Hydrant Leaton 


Analyte Name 

Result 

(mg/L) 

Date Tested 

RL 

(mg/L) 

MCL/AL 

(mg/L) 

Method 

CAS# 

Bromoacetic acid 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.001 


EPA 552. 1/552.2 

79-08-3 

Bromachloroacetic acid 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.001 


EPA 552. 1/552.2 

5589-96-3 

Chloroacetic acid 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.002 


EPA 552.1/552.2 

79-11-8 

Dalapon 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.001 

0.2 

EPA 552. 1/552.2 

75-99-0 

Dibromoacetic acid 

0.001 

8/12/14 

0.001 


EPA 552.1/552.2 

631-64-1 

Dichloroacetic acid 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.001 


EPA 552. 1/552.2 

79-43-6 

Total Haloacetic Acids (five) 

0.001 

8/12/14 

NA 

0.06 

EPA 552.1/552.2 

THA-00-C 

Trichloroacetic acid 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.001 


EPA 552.1/552.2 

76-03-9 

Total Trihalomethanes 

Bromodichloromethane 

0.0029 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.08 

EPA 524.2 

75-27-4 

Bromoform 

0.0037 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.08 

EPA 524.2 

75-25-2 

Chlorodibromomethane 

0.0049 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.08 

EPA 524.2 

124-48-1 

Chloroform 

0.0014 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.08 

EPA 524.2 

67-66-3 

Total Trihalomethanes 

0.0129 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.08 

EPA 524.2 

TTHM-00-C 


Sample Number: LF31772 



Sample Point: Hydrant Makwa 


Analyte Name 

Result 

(mg/L) 

Date Tested 

RL 

(mg/L) 

MCL/AL 

(mg/L) 

Method 

CAS# 

Bromoacetic acid 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.001 


EPA 552. 1/552.2 

79-08-3 

Bromochloroacetic acid 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.001 


EPA 552. 1/552.2 

5589-96-3 

Chloroacetic acid 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.002 


EPA 552.1/552.2 

79-11-8 

Dalapon 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.001 

0.2 

EPA 552. 1/552.2 

75-99-0 

Dibromoacetic acid 

0.003 

8/12/14 

0.001 


EPA 552.1/552.2 

631-64-1 

Dichloroacetic acid 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.001 


EPA 552. 1/552.2 

79-43-6 

Total Haloacetic Acids (five) 

0.003 

8/12/14 

NA 

0.06 

EPA 552.1/552.2 

THA-00-C 

Trichloroacetic acid 

Not detected 

8/12/14 

0.001 


EPA 552.1/552.2 

76-03-9 

Total Trihalomethanes 

Bromodichloromethane 

0.0047 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.08 

EPA 524.2 

75-27-4 

Bromoform 

0.011 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.08 

EPA 524.2 

75-25-2 

Chlorodibromomethane 

0.011 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.08 

EPA 524.2 

124-48-1 

Chloroform 

0.0017 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.08 

EPA 524.2 

67-66-3 

Total Trihalomethanes 

0.0284 

8/12/14 

0.0005 

0.08 

EPA 524.2 

TTHM-00-C 


This analysis performed by the MDEQ Water Laboratory were conducted using methods approved by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency in Accordance with the Safe Drinking Water Act, 40 CFR parts 141-143, and 
other regulatory agencies as appropriate. Your local health department has detailed information about the quality 
of drinking water in your area. If you have concerns about the health risks related to the test results of your sample, 
please contact the Environmental Health Section through the address and telephone number listed below: 

Central Michigan District Health Dept. \ 2012 East Preston, Mount Pleasant, MI 48858 \ 989-773-5921 
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SCIT Public Works and SCIT Fire departments team up on tree removal 


JOSEPH V. SOW MICK 

Photojournalist 

On May 18-19, the SCIT 
Public Works and Fire depart- 
ments demonstrated high-risk 
teamwork as they removed a 
grandfather oak tree that has 
succumbed to rot. 

The tree, located near the 
Fire Department and across 
from Nimkee Clinic on Leaton 


Road, was estimated to be 
more than 100 years old but 
was hard to ascertain by count- 
ing the damage sustained to 
the base of the trunk. 

Firefighter Jerry Wieferich 
joined Public Works employee 
Mike Vasquez in removing 
branches in the bucket as Roy 
Carranza of Public Works pre- 
pared the wood for transport. 

Fire Chief Fred Cantu 
approved the plan of 


SCA students receive Gang 
Resistance Education and Training 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

For 13 weeks, Michigan State Trooper Michael White, 
of the Mount Pleasant Post, taught Saginaw Chippewa 
Academy students Gang Resistance Education and 
Training (GREAT) lessons. On Tuesday, May 12, the 
courses were completed and the fifth and sixth grade stu- 
dents received certificates of completion. 



collaborating with the depart- 
ment and offered the use of the 
ladder truck to ensure a safe 
removal of the high branches. 

“We make sure whenever 
we are doing tree removal 
that the safety of both the 
community and our employ- 
ees are the primary concern,” 
Cantu said. “Leaton Road is 
a high traffic area for both 
vehicles and pedestrians, 
and I believe the timing to 
remove this tree was the best 
decision possible.” 

Director of Utilities Barry 
Skutt oversees Public Works 
and said the wood will be 
used at the Saginaw Chippewa 
Campground as firewood for 
upcoming summer events, 
including the July 24-26 
annual SCIT Powwow. 

“We realize there has been 
some community concern of 
removing the rotting oak tree 
but we have left the base of 
the tree there so people can 
do their own inspection and 
realize this tree was dying and 
rotting from the inside,” Skutt 
said. “The Tribal Observer 
photos shared via (employee) 
email and the Tribal website 
demonstrate that and we will 
make sure the wood from this 
tree removal project is recy- 
cled and used for the benefit of 
the Tribe.” 


David Perez Sr. 
serves as the risk man- 
ager for the Tribe and 
knows trees have been 
“trail and place mark- 
ers” for Native people. 

“Native Americans 
would bend young 
trees to create per- 
manent trail markers, 
designating safe paths 
through rough country 
and pointing travelers 
toward water, food or 
other important land- 
marks,” Perez said. “I 
like to think that this 
tree marked a safe 
haven or resting place 
for travelers to our 
land... Today, we may 
not need this tree to 
navigate, but its place 
in our community has 
served its purpose. 
Imagine the stories this tree 
could tell. The decay has 
brought an end to a majes- 
tic landmark and I thank the 
activity that has made it safer 
for the people it has looked 
upon, and ask that the remain- 
ing trunk be looked at with 
pride in honor of its history.” 

SCIT Public Relations 
Director Frank Cloutier said 
an issue came up about the tree 
being a potential public safety 
concern and with a recent 


SCIT Public Works employee 
Mike Vasquez removes a large 
branch with assistance from 
SCIT Firetruck and Firefighter 
Jerry Weiferich. 

tragedy that occurred at a local 
playground; the Tribe opted 
for a sudden removal. 

“In the interest of safety, 
the Council and our depart- 
ment stand together on the 
safety of the community and I 
personally commend the swift 
response in doing this removal 
in a good way for all con- 
cerned,” Cloutier said. 


^Wealth 





Behavioral Health 

PROGRAMS 

Nog-da-win-da-meg • “Taking care of one another” 


2800 S. Shepherd Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant MI, 48858 

989 - 775-4850 

www.sagchip.org/behavioralhealth 


Outpatient Services 

The outpatient program strives to meet the needs of the Anishi- 
nabek population of children, adolescents, adults and the elderly 
through the delivery of integrated services. This program is guid- 
ed by ideals and principles that are reflective of the Anishinabek 
values and beliefs. 

There are many reasons why an individual may need mental 
health counseling. He or she may have a chemical imbalance 
that is making it difficult to function, which can be aided 
through drugs but may also require some form of talk therapy. 
There may be unresolved trauma that is plaguing an individual. 
In nearly any case where a psychological issue is making daily 
functioning a problem, mental health counseling can help. 

• Individual Adult Counseling & Couples Therapy 

• Early Recovery Skills/Basic Education Group 

• Individual Child & Adolescent Counseling 

• Anger Management Education 

• Intensive Outpatient Counseling 

• Batterers’ Intervention Group 

• Transitional Supportive Living 

• Anger Management Group 

• Anishinabek Helping Healer 

• Traditional Practitioner 

• Gambling Addiction Counseling 

• Adolescent Substance Abuse Group 

• Parent Counseling 

• Group Counseling 

• DBT Group 

• Family Counseling 

• Women’s Support Group 

• Case Management Services 

• Psychiatric Services 

• School-Based Counseling 


Residential Services 

Located in the heart of the Isabella Reservation, we offer 
community-based programs catering to the needs of Native 
Americans who want to begin a journey to recovery. 
Programming is based on the twelve steps and incorporates 
the cultural and traditional process. Residents are exposed to 
the Ojibwe language, ceremonies, Native values and historical 
contexts through our cultural curriculum which is supported by 
our clinical approaches. 

Program Goals: 

• Promote balance and harmony within individuals and the community. 

• Provide services aimed at reducing personal, family, social, physical, 
emotional and spiritual distress to individuals. 

• Provide an environment that is met with honesty, humility, love, 
truthfulness, bravery, respect and wisdom. 

• Provide documentation and evaluation of services pertaining to all clients’ 
activities, planning, management, support services and training. 


Nami Migizi Nangwiihgan 

“Under the Eagle Wing” 

The purpose of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan’s 
domestic violence program is to assist those affected by domestic 
violence in finding another path without abuse. 

Individual needs will be addressed by utilizing emergency 
transportation to other shelters and case management services. 
We are dedicated to providing resources, safety and advocacy to 
ensure the physical, mental, spiritual and emotional well-being 
of families victimized by violence. In order to achieve balance 
and independence, we as a community, need to re-establish a 
support network of services and resources. 

The domestic violence services are open to anyone who is a 
victim of domestic violence, sexual assault and/or stalking. 

• Batterers’ Intervention Program • Cultural Sensitivity 

• 24/7 Support • Confidentiality/Privacy 

• Group Therapy • Victim Advocacy 

• Individual Therapy • Education and Outreach 

• Case Management 


Provide coordinated professional referral sources as a network of 
recovery support linkages. 


Struggling? 

Mondays: 5:30-7 p.m. (Dinner on your own) 

Fridays: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. (Light lunch included) 


Come when you can! As often as you want! 

Need Support? Need skill reminders? 

Topics covered include: 

Join us at RTC-Behavioral Health for the 

Drop-in Relapse Prevention Group 

Red Road teachings, step work, relapse prevention 
skills, mindfulness, medicine wheel teachings and case 
management services. 






Heather Bajena 

Associate of Arts in Business 


Ashley Medina 

Associate of Arts in Business 


Anthony Quiroga 

Associate of Arts in Business 


Courtney Wemigwans Forrest Gregg 

Associate of Arts in Business Associate of Arts in Liberal Arts 


Nicole Jackson 

Associate of Arts in Liberal Arts 




Heather Quiroga 

Associate of Arts in Liberal Arts 


James Starkey 

Associate of Arts in Liberal Arts 


Delbert Youmans 

Associate of Arts in Liberal Arts 


*Not pictured: Catherine Bouchard, Associate of Arts in Liberal Arts 


Alexis Kitter 

Associate of Arts in Liberal Arts 
Photos courtesy of SCTC 



SCTC commencement ceremony honors achievements of 11 graduates 


MARY PELCHER 

SCTC Extension Coordinator 

In January each year, the 
planning process for gradu- 
ation begins and it contin- 
ues throughout the spring 
semester. All the arrange- 
ments are made for the com- 
ing festivities: Reserving the 
space, ordering food, print- 
ing invitations, ordering caps 
and gowns, and contacting a 
keynote speaker. The winter 
weather seems to mask the 
bustling internal activity of the 


dedicated staff that plan each 
year for the spring commence- 
ment ceremony. 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
College held its commencement 
ceremony on May 13, 2015 in the 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort 
Entertainment Hall. 

M’no Ode (good heart), a 
community Tribal education 
drum, signaled the opening of the 
ceremony with a special song. 

Youth dancers Jasmyne 
Antoine-Jackson and Zackary 
Antoine-Jackson escorted the 
processional of graduates, 


Board of Regents, and the 
faculty to the stage. 

The agenda included an 
Anishnabemowin blessing from 
Higher Education Intern Daniel 
Jackson, and a congratulatory 
message from SCIT Tribal 
Chief Steven Pego. 

Guest speaker involved 
renowned writer and interna- 
tionally-acclaimed motivational 
speaker DJ Eagle Bear Vanas. 
Vanas is a member of the Odawa 
Nation and a former U.S. Air 
Force officer. 

His moving speech honored 


A message from SCTC President Carla Sineway 


Another year has come and 
gone, and the excitement of 
graduation commencement fills 
the air. Each year, I am elated 
and weepy as I watch SCTC stu- 
dents cross the stage and accept 
their college diplomas. 

Then there is the moving of 
the tassel from one side to the 
other, the final gesture to say 
“I got this.” I wonder if our 
people really understand what 
has been accomplished. 


The drop-out rate for Native 
Americans remains high, so 
individuals who receive a col- 
lege degree are an elite group. 

These graduates have posi- 
tioned themselves to enter a 
four-year institution and earn 
a bachelor’s, master’s or doc- 
torate degree. They also set 
an example for their siblings, 
children, grandchildren, and 
spouses of what can be achieved 
with hard work and family 


support. This brings to life the 
words that our actions are stron- 
ger than the spoken word. You 
don’t only tell your children to 
go to school, you show them. 
And that is what parenting is 
about; showing our children. 

These graduates have gone 
one step further and shown our 
community graduation can be 
accomplished! Miigwech for 
letting SCTC be a part of your 
triumph. 


Dean’s List (GPA 3.5 - 3.99) 



• Heather Bajena 

• Rachel House 

• Irene Lopez- Casillas 

• Lynette Smith 

• Carrie Carabell 

• Christian Jackson 

• Santino Medina 

• Trisha Trasky 

• Leah Denhof 

• Daniel Jackson 

• Andrea Perschbacher 

• Steven Wassegijig 

• Chayton Gamba 

• Belinda Land 

• Suzanne Russell 


President’s List (GPA 4.0) 



• Victoria Alavarez 

• Gilberto Franco 

• Jennifer Seibt 

• Caroline Trevino 

• Rachel Bailey 

• Ashley Medina 

• Shelby Stockwell 

• Bobbie Jo Redmond 




Employment opportunities for Tribal College: Adjunct instructors 

Accepting curriculum vitae for adjunct instructors. Economics instructor: Master’s de- 
gree required. History instructor: Master’s degree required. Computer instructor: Mas- 
ter’s degree required. Legal and environmental business: Juris Doctor degree required. 
Please send all information including transcripts to awagner @sagchip. org or mail to: 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College c/o Andrew Wagner 2274 Enterprise Dr. 


the graduates and emphasized 
the importance of pursuing an 
education, not only for personal 
development but as an example 
for the younger generations. 

In his words, “A college 
degree is not just a piece of paper, 
it is a key that opens doors that 
you can’t even imagine.” 

Vanas’ engaging personality 
and high-energy speech dazzled 
the audience for 30 minutes of 
inspiration. SCTC 2015 graduate 
Anthony Quiroga was honored 
as 2015 American Indian Higher 
Education Consortium’s student 
of the year, and SCTC Adjunct 
Instructor Sheryl Majorski was 
honored as 20 1 5 American Indian 
Higher Education Consortium’s 
faculty of the year. 


Conferred with an associate of 
arts in business: Heather Bajena 
(Dean’s List - GPA 3.5 to 3.99), 
Ashley Medina (President’s List 
- GPA 4.0), Anthony Quiroga 
(AIHEC student of the year) and 
Courtney Wemigwans. 

Conferred with an associate 
of arts in liberal arts: Catherine 
Bouchard, Forrest Gregg, Nicole 
Jackson, Alexis Kitter, Heather 
Quiroga, James Starkey and 
Delbert Youmans. 

Just as spring flowers bloom 
signifying a new beginning, and 
as Vanas indicated to the com- 
munity, this graduation is not the 
end. . . it is just the beginning. 

Congratulations SCTC 2015 
graduates - bloom where you 
are planted! 


STEM FRIDAYS ROCK 

Starting June 19,2015 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College’s Science, Technology, Engineer- 
ing and Mathematics (STEM) Club is going to have some exciting 
and fun activities! 

Sign up and come join us to take part in these stimulating activities 
that relate to the four areas of STEM such as cryptography (science 
of secret writings), Ojibwa stories of the stars and can constellations, 
building and erupting volcanoes, making gak, flubber and oobleck, 
making Lego cars and local day trips. 

To sign up, please email Kathy Hart at khart@sagchip.org. 

We are taking the first 30 students (fifth grade and older) that sign up by 
5 p.m. on June 12, 2015 STEM Fridays are on the following dates from 
1-5 p.m. at the SCTC East building in the Retro Plaza. 
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June 19: Lesson on Fluids 

• Oobleck, fak, flubber and water balloons 

June 26: Lesson on Graph and Game Theory 

• Four color problem • Secret codes 

July 10: Lesson on Water Quality 

• Trip to Water Treatment Plant 

• Looking at a healthy ecosystem by checking vertebraes 

July 31: Lesson on Earth 

• Trip to CMU’s greenhouse • Build volcanos 

August 7: Lesson on Stars 

• Can constellation • Ojibwa stories 

August 14: Lesson on Technology/Engineering 

• Video games/Lego car making • Erupt volcanos 

• Last day celebration (ice cream sundaes) 















Education 


Fifth Grade Teacher Ireland 



receives 
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"Educator of the Month" 


Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribes 
Education Administration would like 
to take this opportunity to showcase the 
shining stars in the department ! We are 
proud of each and every team member 
within our department and think the com- 
munity should know about you! 

Congratulations Michael Ireland for 
being selected as the May Educator of 
the Month! 

The perks of this award include an 
induction into the Education Apple 
Orchard, educator’s goody bag, a gift 
certificate and a traveling educator 
award. The following is a question- 
naire completed by Ireland: 

Which program do you work for? 

Saginaw Chippewa Academy 


What is your title? Fifth grade teacher. 

How long have you worked for the 
Education Department? Five years. 

What is your favorite part of working in 
this department? Watching the kids grow 
as they move through SCA and then hearing 
about their successes as they move forward. 

What is your funniest memory in 
working with our students? It is hard 
to pick the funniest memory with our stu- 
dents. Each year is full of countless funny 
moments. If I had to pick one, I may have 
to choose the enjoyment the kids had soak- 
ing the staff while we canoed at camp. 

When you were younger, what did 
you want to be when you grew up? 


A professional athlete, 
sports broadcaster, or a 
writer for a newspaper. 

What is something 
people may not know 
about you? In addition 
to teaching, I also mentor 
at-risk youth in Midland. 



Do you have any hob- 
bies or special tal- 
ents? Softball, spend- 
ing time with family, 
and watching sports. 


What is your favorite 
movie? “Remember the Titans”. 

What is your favorite food? Pizza. 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Fifth Grade Teacher Michael Ireland accepts the 
Educator of the Month award. (Pictured left to right: 
Administrative Assistant II Christina Halliwill, Ireland 
and SCA Principal Marcella Mosqueda.) 


Thank you so much for being such an 
integral part of our education team! We 
appreciate you! 
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The following students earned perfect 
attendance for April: Kyrah Bennett, 
Mackenzie Burger, Tayden Davis, Aaron 
Montoya Pego, Chyla Wells, Isaiah Harris, 
Anthony Green, Taleah Pelcher, Shenanrose 
Pontiac, John Stevens, Jacob Pumford, 
Guadalupe Pelcher-Arias, Hazen Shinos, 
Christopher Bartow and Phoebe Defeyter. 


Mount Pleasant HS 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dance for the fifth marking period: Westley 
Adams, Simone Bigford, Chad Brady, Miles 
Bussler, Tyler Chippeway, Gage Colwell, 
Allen Crockett, Kdnra Cyr, Wabagwonese 
Graveratte, Jordan Heinrich, Nodin Jackson, 
Nodin Kunst, Nia Lewis, Maya Madrigal, 
Jaclyn Matthews, Dale Moses, Brenden 
Odem, Yasmin Pelcher-Arias, Edgar Peters, 
Shailyn Pontiac, Lesley Simental and Devin 
Sims. The following students earned a 3.0 
or higher GPA for the fifth marking period: 
Caleb Alonzo-Vasquez, Gordom Anderson, 
Chyna Bergevin, * Simone Bigford, Miles 
Bussler, Allen Crockett, *Rebecca Curtis, 
Kendra Cyr, Benny Elizalde, Ashton Heinrich, 
Jordan Heinrich, Evelyn House, *Nia Lewis, 
Maya Madrigal, Brenden Odem, Edgar Peters, 
Kataya Peters, Kristin Peters, Shailyn Pontiac, 
Milan Quigno-Grundahl, Warren Ricketts, 
Hailey Ritter, *Isaiah Ruffino, Elissa Schlegel, 
Sully Schlegel, Dajia Shinos, Phoenix Slater- 
Snowden, * Trent Smith, Callista Sowmick, Eli 
Starkey, Grant Trepanier, *Destiny Wetherbee 
and Tanner Williams. * Indicated students 
earned a 4.0 GPA. 


The following students earned perfect 
attendance for April: Trystan Diamond, Erica 
Hinmon, Gabriel Steele, Tyler Snyder, Glendon 
Bennett, Brysen Chamberlain-Fish, Anoki 
Hawkins, Anthony Hawkins, Katie Pigeon, 
Sam Hampton, Kathlyn Dunn- Anderson, 
Mason Peterson and Sway Mandoka. 


Saginaw Chippewa Academy 


The following students earned Student of the 
Month honors for April: Zachary Flaugher, 
Zhaabwii Pamp-Ettinger, Joseph Jackson, 
Robbie Pamp-Ettinger, Joshua Velasquez- 
Perez, Auriah Hunter, Robert Saunders, 
Felicia Saunders, Thomas Pelcher, DaShawn 
Rueckert, Anastasia Lada, Akiveo Gonzalez- 
Hawkins, Lars George and Matthew Quaderer. 
The following students earned perfect atten- 
dance for April: Abraham Graveratte, Joshua 
Velasquez-Perez, Journey Mena, Meadow 
David, Josiah Hernandez- Wemigwans, Tavia 
Kahgegab, Akiveo Gonzalez-Hawkins and 
Bryan Sam. The following students turned 
in all homework for April: Joseph Jackson, 
Kaleb Potter, Joshua Velasquez-Perez, Albert 
Trepanier, Alex Grice, Grade David, Inara 
Curry, Maiingan Miller-Hosier, Red Arrow 
LaLonde, Alexis Trepanier, Robert Saunders, 
Raynah Perez, Adriana Paul, Meadow David, 
Frederick Highley, Riana Chippewa, Angela 
Hawkins-Gonzalez, Tawny Jackson, Felicia 
Saunders, Ahsiniis Smith, Anastasia Lada, 
Alberta Trepanier, Julianna Garcia, Tavia 
Kahgegab, Layla Paul, Lindsay Paul, Ariel 
Hinmon, Sara Saunders, Matthew Quaderer 
and Liberty Morland. 



® Eagle Spirit 

Award Banquet 



'b Friday, July 31, 2015 

5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort 


Please RSVP by June 26, 2015 


Please be advised that ALL 
official transcripts for the 
2014/2015 academic year 
must be received no later than 
June 30, 2015 for incentives 
and must be mailed to: 

Higher Education 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
7070. E. Broadway Road 
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 48858 


*If you are a Saginaw Chippe- 
wa Tribal College student, your 
transcript will be inter-officed to 
Higher Education. At any time , 
students may contact Higher 
Education or SCTC regarding 
their transcript. 

*SCIT Higher Education 
2014/2015 Graduates need to 
fill out the graduation form to 
be recognized as a graduate at 
the banquet. 




For questions or concerns, please contact: Higher Education at 989.775.4505 


The following students earned perfect 
attendance for April: Kaitlyn Bartreau, 
Aviana Gomez, Metao Harris, Joaquin 
Jackson, Gavin McCreery, Mia McCreery, 
Anissa Quiroga, Raynee Richards, Ringo 
Stevens and Nathan Van Buskirk. 


Ganiard 


The following students earned perfect 
attendance for April: Caedynce Bailey, Lilly 
Chamberlain, Gabriela Escobedo, Kaden 
Fair, Rosemarie Green, Darien Haggard, 
Zoey Haggard, Aaron Hendrickson, Konner 
Hilleger, Lucus Jackson, Dehmin Kahgehgab, 
Darius Lopez, Nautica Mena-Strait, Collyn 
Morrow, Morgan Morrow, Ava Vogel, LahRae 
Wilson and Hudson Yager. 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dance for April: Gloria Altiman, Damion 
Haggard, Matthew Jackson, Miingan Jackson, 
Danny Parish, Alina Ruffino, Mollie Smith- 
Rodriguez and Dawnseh Wilson. 


Pullen 


The following students earned perfect 
attendance for April: Leticia Hawkins, Alex 
Hinmon, Donovan Morrow, Remy Weldon, 
Logan Bird, Caleb Burger, Nikodin Davis, 
Trevor Isham, Javanni Perry, Isaiah Rodriquez, 
Kaya Rose, Hope Stevens, Damey’n Weldon, 
Bailey Burger, Ryan Flaugher, Jessie Jackson, 
Leonard Pamp Ettinger, Nicholas Poolaw, 
Tavia Agosto, Arianna Altiman, Kadenn Rose 
and Emily Stevens. 


Ziibiwing VendorTraining 

June 1 1 th 201 5, 6-8pm at Ziibiwing Center 

Ever think about selling your products to 
Ziibiwing Commercial Services, 
not sure where to start? 

Well, this training is perfect for you! 

During the training a ZCS team member will 

discuss: 

•The required paperwork and tax forms needed 
to become a vendor. 

•The types of items we are currently looking for 
•Product packaging and descriptions. 

This training is geared toward anyone making 
handmade & handcrafted items they would like 
to sell in the Ziibiwing Commercial Services' gift 
shops & online at NativeDirect.com. 

Please call Brenda Schlegel at 775-4741 for 
questions and to register. 
Registration will conclude on June 9 th at 5pm. 
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Saginaw Chippewa Academy successful alumnus: Treazure Jones 


Nbookaawin (wisdom) is to 
acquire and use experiences 
as guides for making equita- 
ble and mature decisions. Our 
Anishinaabe ancestors believed 
that lessons can be learned from 
both positive and negative experi- 
ences. We do not experience fail- 
ure unless we decide to give up 
and close our mind to the impor- 
tant lesson of that experience. It 
takes a certain level of maturity 
to be able to make wise decisions. 

The Tribal Education 
Department would like to rec- 
ognize Treazure Jones as this 
month’s Saginaw Chippewa 
Academy successful alumnus. 
At a young age, Treazure and her 
family have been able to turn an 
unpleasant educational experi- 
ence into a positive one. Rather 
than succumbing to failure, they 
were able to learn and make 
decisions based on Treazure ’s 
imminent academic success. 

Treazure was an all-around 
great student! When I think of 
Treazure academically, I think 
about her yearning for a chal- 
lenge. She excelled in many 
areas, and always wanted to go 
above and beyond to achieve 
success. I am impressed with 
Treazure ’s love for learning! 

- Ms. Seifka, SCA fourth 
grade teacher 



Saginaw Chippewa 
Academy alumnus 
Treazure Jones is honored 
for her education success 
and advancement. 

Treazure was a wonderful 
student and always up for a chal- 
lenge. She was interested in find- 
ing more ways than one to solve 
a problem and often excelled 
at doing this. She was helpful 
to others and often served as a 
classroom student teacher herself. 
Treazure was a wonderful role- 
model in my classroom, both aca- 
demically and culturally. 

- Mrs. Becht, SCA sixth 
grade teacher 

Treazure has always been an 
academically-advanced student. 
She was promoted from the 1st 
grade to the third grade, bypassing 


second grade in the Saginaw 
school district. Unfortunately, 
Treazure had an unpleasant situ- 
ation during the beginning of 
fourth grade. Treazure struggled 
from lack of emotional support 
from the school she was attend- 
ing, causing her to dislike school. 

Treazure started SCA at the 
beginning of the second half 
of fourth grade and attended 
through the sixth grade. The 
SCA teachers and staff helped 
Treazure rediscover her love 
for learning. I will be forever 
grateful to the staff for helping 
Treazure overcome her negative 
feelings toward school. 

Treazure was honored at the 
annual Round Dance for the 
2011-2012 and 2012-2013 school 
years. She was honored for dem- 
onstrating knowledge of the 
Seven Grandfather Teachings at 
SCA. Treazure was also crowned 
the SCA Junior Miss Princess for 
the 2013-2014 school year for her 
continued practice of these tradi- 
tional teachings at school. 

To this day, Treazure incor- 
porates the Seven Grandfather 
Teachings into her life. Treazure 
has taken a stand against bully- 
ing. Treazure was made aware 
of a bullying situation happen- 
ing at school this year. Rather 
than being a silent bystander, 
she demonstrated how to be an 
up stander. She instantly wrote 


a letter to inform the Native 
American advocate of the situ- 
ation. Since Treazure notified 
them of the situation, the school 
was able to stop the bullying. 

Treazure now attends West 
Intermediate, where she has 
maintained a 3.9 GPA through- 
out the school year. Treazure ’s 
reading level is beyond high 
school, according to her NWEA 
test results. Treazure has taken 
pre-algebra for her seventh 
grade math elective. Treazure 
will be taking honors alge- 
bra next year for her eighth 
grade math class, earning high 
school credit. She is also taking 
Spanish I for an additional high 
school credit. Since Treazure is 
taking the honors algebra course 
next year, she is registered at 
the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
College as a dual-enrolled stu- 
dent for the summer Math 099: 
Beginning Algebra class. She 


is attending her first college 
course at the age of 12. 

I want to take the time to 
thank the staff at SCA for a 
wonderful job they have done 
to advance Treazure even fur- 
ther in her academic studies. 
Treazure has made her fam- 
ily very proud of her academic 
accomplishments. 

- Christina Halliwill, 
Treazure’s mom 

The Education Department 
would like to congratulate 
Treazure and her family for 
making education a priority in 
their family. Being raised in a 
single-parent family presents 
its challenges, but Treazure ’s 
mom always finds a way to pro- 
mote and support her daughter. 
Job well done! Miigwetch for 
making your Tribe and com- 
munity proud! 


Do you have an SCA Alumni Success Story? 

Please answer and submit the following questions: 

• Students Name • Story of Success 

• Years Attended SCA • How did SCA help you acheive the success? 

Please send your completed answers to: 

SCIT Education Department 

7070 E. Broadway Rd. Or email your submission to: 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 challiwill@sagchip.org 



Don’! Forge! 


WaaboozRun 

Golf Course 


Waabooz Run Golf Course at Soaring Eagle 
Waterpark and Hotel is an executive course with 


eleven par 3 holes and seven par 4 holes. 


Be sure to visit our full Pro Shop as well as our 


on-site restaurant. Nbakade! 




\ 

+TAX Jt I 

11:30 am-1:30 pm Drink not included 


Waabooz Run 

5665 E. Pickard Rd. • 989.817.4802 


Cardinal Pharmacy 

2410 S. Leaton Rd. • 989.317.3700 










1 Entertainment 


Hitmakers Tony! Toni! Tone!, Dru Hill 


NATALIE SHAT TUCK 

Editor 

It was a blast from the R&B past 
as Tony! Toni! Tone!, Dru Hill, 
and Silk came together for one 
sold-out Soaring Eagle concert 
on Saturday, May 9. 

Formed in 1989 in Atlanta, 
Ga., American R&B group, Silk, 
is best known for their hit singles 
“Freak Me” and “Happy Days” 
from their debut double-plati- 
num album “Fose Control”. Silk 
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Gary “Lil G” Jenkins, of 
R&B group Silk, showcases 
his powerful, soulful voice 
during the May 9 concert. 


performed another hit from that 
album, “Girl U For Me” 

The stage went dark and the 
fog was rolling in during the 
“Fove Session” intro. 

With their sweet harmonies, 
high notes, and smooth dance 
moves, the crowd went wild. The 
four members went into the audi- 
ence and danced with their fans. 

Next, Mark “Sisqo” Andrews, 
Fany “Jazz” Anthony, James 
“Woody Rock” Green and Tamir 
“Nokio” Ruffin, together known 
as Dru Hill, performed. 

Most popular during the 
late ‘90s, Dru Hill is known for 
soul, hip-hop and gospel music. 
Founded in 1992 in Baltimore, 


Md., they have recorded seven 
top 40 hits, and are best known 
for number one hits “In My Bed”, 
“Never Make a Promise” and 
“How Deep Is Your Fove”. 

Jazz seized the audience’s 
attention as a feisty rapper in one 
song, and in the next, he belted 
out lyrics with his soulful voice. 

“Man that boy is good, that 
boy can ‘sang,’” Sisqo said of 
Jazz. 

Dru Hill also interacted with 
fans by shaking hands, talking to 
audience members and walking 
through the crowd. 

“We don’t just look at you as 
fans, we look at you as friends,” 
Sisqo said to the audience. 
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Dru Hill band member Mark “Sisqo” Andrews shows a 
moment of appreciation during applause from fans. 
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and Silk bring on R&B 


The R&B/soul group perfor- 
mances continued with headliner 
Tony! Toni! Tone!. 

Tony! Toni! Tone! is com- 
posed of D’Wayne Wiggins 
(lead vocals, guitar), his brother 
Raphael Saadiq (lead vocals, 
bass), their cousin Timothy 
Christian Riley (drums, key- 
boards), and Amir Khalil who 
joined the group in 1999. 

The band’s first album “Who?” 
in 1988 went gold and pro- 
duced several hit singles includ- 
ing “Tittle Walter”, which went 
to number one on R&B charts: 
“Baby Doll”, “For the Fove Of 
You” and “Bom Not To Know”. 

The band performed many 
of their number one hits from 
“The Revival” album (1990) 
including “It Never Rains in 
Southern California”, “Feels 
Good”, “The Blues” and 
“Whatever You Want”. 

Khalil laid on the floor before 
the audience, passionately singing 
the bluesy/soulful song “It Never 
Rains in Southern California”. 

“Thinking Of You”, from the 
band’s final studio album in 1996 
was also performed; along with 
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Tony! Toni! Tone! lead singer 
Amir Khalil, who joined the 
group in 1999, performs the 
group’s most popular hits 
from the ‘90s. 

“Me And You” from the motion 
picture “Boyz n the Hood” 
soundtrack; and “Anniversary”, 
which reached number 10 on the 
Hot 100. 

Tony! Toni! Tone!, Dru 
Hill and Silk are each defined 
as R&B groups. Each perfor- 
mance was completely unique, 
yet each managed to connect 
with their fan base on the same 
personal level. 


Coal miner’s daughter, 83-year-old Loretta Lynn, presents incredible country show 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

Well, she was bom a coal min- 
er’s daughter, and she’s proud of 
it, too. With 55 years of success 
in the music industry, 8 3 -year- 
old Foretta Fynn has achieved 
multiple gold album country 
music singer-songwriter status. 

Fynn’s son, 64-year-old Ernest 
Fynn performed the opening 
song during the notable May 16 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort 
concert. After his performance, 
he joined the rest of the band, 
strapped on his guitar and Fynn’s 
twin daughters, Peggy and Patsy, 
entered the stage to perform 
“That’s All I Have to Say About 
That”, “Sara” and “Tulsa Time”. 

In one of her stunning trade- 
mark long-sleeve ball gowns, 
Fynn graced the stage. With more 
than 160 songs she’s written, and 
60 albums released, Fynn had 
plenty of hit songs in store. 


She has sold more than 45 
million records worldwide. She 
has had 10 number one albums 
and 16 number one singles on 
the country charts. 

Fynn performed “They Don’t 
Make ‘em Fike My Daddy”, 
“You’re Booking At Country”, 
“Blue Kentucky Girl” and 
“Here I Am Again”. 

When she was just shy of 
turning 14 years old, Fynn mar- 
ried Oliver “Doo” Fynn. Their 
life together helped inspire the 
music she wrote. 

Although they were mar- 
ried nearly 50 years until Doo’s 
passing in 1996, their marriage 
was reportedly rocky through- 
out the years. 

Fynn performed many of 
the songs written about the 
alcoholism, adultery, and 
hardships she faced within her 
marriage including “You Ain’t 
Woman Enough (To Take 
My Man)” and “Don’t Come 


Home A Drinkin’ (With Fovin’ 
On Your Mind)”. 

“Every song I’ve ever writ- 
ten is about somebody,” Fynn 
said to her audience, laughing. 
“...I wish my husband could 
see her now.” 

After five “I love you, 
Foretta” screams from fans, 
Fynn responded “oh hush!” as 
she smiled. 

Fynn and Ernest’s mother- 
son relationship appeared to 
involve plenty of back-and- 
forth teasing. 

“He may get paid tonight 
or not,” Foretta said after 
Ernest’s teasing. 

Together, they performed 
an incredible, complemented 
“Feelin’s” duet. 

The years' experience was 
certainly revealed when the band 
appeared to have no set list and 
just improvised. Fynn would 
often ask the audience, “What do 
you want to hear?” and the band 


would immediately begin playing 
a song after the audience hollered. 

Fynn’s band, The Coal Miners, 
presented a beautifully harmo- 
nized ballad of “The House At 
The End of the Road”. Fynn sat 
back and listened intently. 

Harmonies also shined in 
“When No One Stands Alone”. 
Also performed were “Fouisiana 
Woman, Mississippi Man”; 
Patsy Cline’s “She’s Got You”; 
“The Pill”, which was banned 
from several country music radio 
stations for being too controver- 
sial in 1975; “I’m A Honkey 
Tonk Girl”; and “Everybody 
Wants To Go To Heaven”. 

The final tune “Coal 
Miner’s Daughter” (1970), her 
signature song, resulted in a 
standing ovation. 

Throughout the night, fans 
rushed to the stage to offer Fynn 
roses and gifts, and attempted 
to take a photo of her up close. 
There’s no doubt that she is a 


true idol, admired by fans of 
many generations. 

“I love all of you for coming 
out to see us,” Fynn said. 
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American country music 
singer-songwriter Loretta 
Lynn performs “They Don’t 
Make ‘em Like My Daddy”. 


Need a Lawyer to Protect Your Rights? 


Assaults I Drug Charges I Negligent Homicide I Sex Charges I Fraud 
Embezzlement I Theft I Breaking & Entering I Murder Charges 
Domestic Violence I Drunk Driving I Juvenile Offenses 


• Former Prosecutor for Isabella County for 12 years 

• Past President of Prosecuting Attorney Association of Michigan 

• Obtained “Not Guilty” verdicts in Homicide, Sexual Assault 
and Drunk Driving Cases 

• Mt. Pleasant Buyer’s Guide/Morning Sun and CM Life 
Newspaper awarded “People’s Choice Award” 

• Voted #1 “Best Attorney” for the last 13 years in a row! 


Joseph T. Barberi, P.C. Attorneys at Faw 


989.773.3423 or 800.336.3523 

2305 Hawthorn Dr, Suite C, Mt. Pleasant 

www.josephbarberi.com 




Aggressively Defending Your Rights... 

DWIGHT R. CARPENTER 

ATTORNEY 

Criminal Defense Only • Statewide 

Criminal Defense - All Courts 
Tribal Court - Defense 
Statewide Referrals for Civil Law Suits 

Over 1,500 Licenses Restored! 

FREE CONSULTATION 

Notary and Power of Attorney Services available 
BL weekly per cap assignments can be done in my office 

We have more Native American clients than any other 
attorney in the area because we care!! 

We now accept credit cards, 



989 - 386-4114 

2339 E. [aldington Dr, • Clare 


_J 
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si Entertainment 


Steve Martin and Martin Short partake in 


N ATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

Two of the most well-known 
comedians in America had 
the sold-out audience hooting 
all night on April 25. “Steve 
Martin and Martin Short in a 
Very Stupid Conversation” at 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort 
staged endless jokes from the 
two long-standing friends. 

With endless digs at 
each other, or “Hollywood 



Actor, comedian and 
banjo expert Steve Martin 
performs “Jubilation Day” 
with his band, The Steep 
Canyon Rangers. 


compliments,” Short made 
fun of Martin’s old age and 
“ghostly” paleness. 

“You look like a coloring 
book page that hasn’t been 
colored yet,” Short said. 

Short and Martin brought 
three male audience members 
on stage to re-enact the “Three 
Amigos” “salute.” 

With a sit down question 
and answer session from the 
two, endless stabs at each 
other continued. Martin asked 
Short what happened during 
his “1970 to 2000s ‘slump.’” 

All jokes aside, Martin 
said he’s very thankful for his 
career and where he is today. 
Short asked him when the 
moment was that he realized 
he made it big in the entertain- 
ment industry. 

“I think it was at the 
40th anniversary special for 
Saturday Night Live, and I 
was standing between Paul 
McCartney and Paul Simon, 
wondering how I got here,” 
Martin said. 

Martin mentioned Elvis 
Presley was the biggest star he 
met. Short said for him, it was 
in September 1992 when he 
met Frank Sinatra. 

Short said he approached 
Sinatra and said, “You have no 
idea how big of a fan I am.” 
Sinatra responded, “I think I do.” 
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While sitting on a piano, 
Martin Short showcases 
his love for musical the- 
ater while singing a story 
about his childhood. 

Martin left the stage and 
Short told his life story, sing- 
ing a “biblical tale” called 
“Stepbrother to Jesus” in a 
nude bodysuit. 

“I have three children; one 
of each,” Short joked. 

Short presented his hilari- 
ous, wild and crazy, ener- 
getic act. As Martin was more 
reserved - yet just as hilarious 
- and showed off his incred- 
ible banjo skills with his band, 
The Steep Canyon Rangers. 

The band played numerous 
songs including “Jubilation 
Day” and “Pretty Little One”, a 


a very stupid conversation” 
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Comedy legends Steve Martin (left) and Martin Short take 
a seat to partake in a question and answer portion of 
their April 25 SECR show. 


faux murder ballad, during 
which Short came out dressed 
in a cowgirl outfit, skipping 
around the stage. 

Martin introduced his band, 
and he asked the guitarist what 
sort of instrument he was playing. 

“I’m not familiar with that, 
but everyone’s welcome here,” 
Martin joked of the guitar. 

He also offered advice on 
how to be a successful musi- 
cian: “One: Be very creative. 
Don’t let anyone tell you how 
to write music. Two: Already 
be famous.” 

Next up was a ventrilo- 
quist skit where Short played 


Martin’s dummy. The duo 
dissed celebrities and politi- 
cians of both parties. Kim 
Kardashian, Hilary Clinton 
and the family from the TV 
show “19 Kids and Counting” 
were on the insult list. 

When Donald Trump came 
up, Short said, “That’s not a 
hairdo, that’s a wind advisory.” 

With a song and dance 
encore of “Five More Minutes 
to Fill”, and endless laughs 
and applause that evening, 
Martin nailed it at the end of 
the show when he said, “If you 
didn’t enjoy the show tonight, 
you’re wrong.” 


Country music artist Neal McCoy graces stage for third Soaring Eagle appearance 


number one singles 
“No Doubt About It” 
and “Wink”. 

His commercial 
success continued into 
the late ‘90s with two 
more platinum albums 
and a gold album, as 
well as six more top 
10 hits. 

McCoy returned in 
early 2003 with “The 
Luckiest Man in the 
World”, following 
with “That’s Life” in 
2005. A seventh top 
10 hit, “Billy’s Got 
His Beer Goggles On”, 
came in 2005 from his 
self-released “That’s 
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J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

There is no doubt about it 
that when it comes to coun- 
try music superstars, two 
Entertainer of the Year awards, 
along with three platinum and 
one gold album, places Neal 
McCoy up there with other 
successful musicians. 

Always a crowd favorite, 
McCoy graced the Soaring 
Eagle Casino & Resort stage 
for his third triumphant 
engagement during an after- 
noon matinee performance. 

SECR Sales Manager Tour 
and Travel Melisa Brown is 
also a big McCoy fan and 
said the marketing department 
hosted 24 motorcoach compa- 
nies from all over Michigan, 
as well as southern Ontario 
that included many player’s 
club members and high rollers 
in the capacity crowd. 

Thames Travel Tour Guide 
Darlene Lightfoot said their 
group was very impressed 
with the May 1 1 show. 

“The energy and diverse 
music really appealed to our 
clientele,” Lightfoot said. 
“Neal is a real showman and 
entertainer who brings such 
enthusiasm to his concerts. 
His interaction with the crowd 
made you feel as if he was 
singing just to you. Thames 
Travel clients come from the 
greater London and Sarnia, 
Ontario area and look forward 


to the matinee concerts that 
Soaring Eagle makes available 
to motorcoach groups. We can 
hardly wait for the next one.” 

Randy Jordan, owner of 
Front Line Tours of Stoney 
Creek, Ontario, marveled how 
McCoy took to the stage with 
such energy. 

“His show kept everyone 
singing and tapping their toes 
to so many of our favorite 
tunes,” Jordan said. “After 
the show, the response was 
overwhelming and (the audi- 
ence) really enjoyed how Neal 
came down into the audience 
and shook people’s hands, and 
welcomed pictures as he sang. 
His show appealed to all ages. 
The level of entertainment 
that Soaring Eagle brings to 
Michigan is second to none!” 

“We love coming up here to 
‘big Blue country’ and we got 
a lot more fans that we gather 
every time we come here with- 
out having more songs on the 
radio, and I don’t know how 
we do that,” McCoy said. 
“We’re kind of known most 
for our up tempo songs like 
‘The Shake’ and ‘Wink’, and 
we try to bring the energy that 
people enjoy, but we like to 
keep the audience on their toes 
by throwing something other 
than country in there, like a 
Sinatra song to let them know 
we like all kinds of music, not 
just straight ahead country.” 

McCoy recently did a 
2014 limited release with 
Cracker Barrel Country Stores 


entitled “Neal McCoy’s Pride: 
A Tribute to Charley Pride”. 

“Charley told me years ago, 
‘Neal, if you put on a great 
show and be nice to people, 
you’ll last a long time in this 
business,”’ he said. “I adopted 
that. And it has worked. It cer- 
tainly did for him. So, thank 
you, Charley Pride.” 

SECR Marketing just 
announced Pride will be return- 
ing to Soaring Eagle on Sept. 26 
with tickets on sale at the box 
office on June 6. 

McCoy came off the tour 
bus wearing a Texas Rangers 
major league baseball jacket 
and still felt at home in Detroit 
Tiger country. 

“The Rangers had a good 
run for three years or so, but 
those Tigers have been good 
for a long time, so y ’all got a lot 
more to cheer about up here,” 
McCoy said. “Although, being 
an older guy, I was a Houston 
Astros fan first long before the 
Texas Rangers were in exis- 
tence. And now, the Astros 
play the Tigers a lot more since 
they moved into the American 
league this year.” 

McCoy had the crowd on 
his side right from his open- 
ing number, “Somewhere 
Over The Rainbow.” From 
there, he went through selec- 
tions spanning 10 studio 
albums on various labels, 
and has released 34 singles 
to country radio to date. 

In 1993, McCoy broke 
through with back-to-back 


Life” LP. 

McCoy also sup- 
ports his own charity 
organization, the East 
Texas Angel Network, which 
is committed to the enhance- 
ment of the lives of children 
of East Texas who are living 
with terminal or life-threaten- 
ing diseases. 


On stage, country music 
superstar Neal McCoy said 
“old school” country like 
Charley Pride stands the 
test of time. 

A consummate entertainer 
with a friendly smile and a big 
white cowboy hat, McCoy is 
certainly one of the good ol’ 
boys who will make another 
round at Soaring Eagle again. 



"The lawyer in 
your family" 


Associates, PLLC 

Damian S. Fisher 



Tribal Elder 

grayskypllc@gmail.CDm 


215 West Broadway 
(989) 423-5925 








Health 
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Helpful hints for including more veggies into daily diet 



Vegetables, rich in fiber, can help boost digestive health 
and promote a healthy weight. 


(Editor s note: The following 
article is from the May 2015 
Environmental Nutrition , written 
by Heidi Mclndoo, MS, RD, and 
published with permission. The 
article was submitted by SCIT 
Nutritionist Sally Van Cise.) 

When it comes to making sound 
nutrition choices, many would 
like it to be black and white. 
This food is good, this food is 
bad. This fruit is the worst, this 
vegetable is the best. However, 
healthy eating isn’t all black 
and white. Eating nutritiously is 
all about selecting a variety of 
wholesome foods. 

When it comes to vegetables, 
certainly all are good for you, 
but some are stronger in specific 







nutritional contributions, for 
example, vitamin A, potassium, 
fiber, and phytochemicals — plant 
compounds with health benefits. 
A nutrient-rich diet that protects 
against disease is packed with a 
variety of different vegetables. 

According to the USD A 
Dietary Guidelines, adults 


should consume 2-3 cups of 
vegetables daily, depending on 
age and gender. Unfortunately, 
many Americans aren’t reach- 
ing that goal. 

Getting the recommended 
amount of vegetables per day 
can help improve your overall 
health by lowering your risk of 
certain cancers, high blood pres- 
sure, and cardiovascular disease. 

Vegetables, rich in fiber, 
also can help boost your 
digestive health and promote 
a healthier weight. And of 
course, eating your veggies 
helps you pack your diet with 
essential nutrients and antioxi- 
dant compounds. Our vegeta- 
ble nutrition comparison gives 
you a little more information 


on just how hardworking those 
vegetables are. 

Helpful hints: If you’re try- 
ing to get more vegetables into 
your diet, try these tips. 

Sandwich stacking. If 
your sandwich is usually just 
bread, meat and cheese, con- 
sider adding a healthy layer of 
vegetables. In addition to the 
usual tomato and lettuce, try 
baby spinach, roasted red pep- 
pers, and shredded carrots. 


Soup’s on! Vegetable soups 
or pasta sauces are great vehi- 
cles to boost your vegetable 
intake. Add chopped peppers, 
carrots, mushrooms, zuc- 
chini, and more to the pot as 
it simmers. 

Casserole fillers. Macaroni 
and cheese, chili, and other 
one-pot meals are delicious 
with extra vegetables mixed 
in, such as bell peppers, broc- 
coli, corn, or tomatoes. 


Youth Council hosts “Remembering 
Our Ancestors” Memorial 5K 



Observer photos by Natalie Shattuck 

Runners disappeared into a cloud of color during the Saginaw Chippewa Youth Council’s 
Fun Run “Remembering Our Ancestors” Memorial 5K on Saturday, May 23. The 5K race 
started at Seventh Generation at 10 a.m. Youth Council encouraged participants to run 
in honor of a loved one or just for fun. Youth Council Members were scattered through- 
out the course to throw color on each participant, and they also had fun throwing the 
remaining color on each other after each finisher completed the race. 
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Help Team SCIT 

KEEP 




at the 28th annual Michigan Indian Family Olympics 


Register Your Family Online 

Go to: www.sagchip.org/MIFO 


Pre-register online prior to July 9, 2015 
to be guaranteed a T-shirt. 



Free camping chair 

Incentive 

For all SCIT participants 



Check out this year’s 

Team SCIT Shirt 

For all SCIT participants 


* This is an alcohol, smoking and drug-free event. * 


Free to SCIT Members & Their Family 

Thursday, July 16 

Golf Scramble at Waabooz Run Golf Course 

• Register online at: www.sagchip/MIFO 

• All SCIT registrants play for FREE with lunch. (Must pay for your cart.) 

Friday, July 17 

Shepherd High School (woe. Hdist, shepherd) 

• Track & Field Competitions and Games 

• Registration open from 7:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. 

• Opening Ceremonies begin at 9 a.m. 

Baby Crawl, Tot Trots, Elder Walks, Archery, Various Dashes 
and Runs, Softball Throw, Long Jump & Bean Bag Toss! 

For more information or questions, please contact: 

Jaden Hannan, Nimkee Fitness Coordinator I 989-775-4694 



Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 

“ Working Together for Our Future ” 


7070 n Broadway 
Mount Pleasant. Ml 4KK58 
989-775-4000 
www.sagchip.org 



28 th Annual 

Michigan Indian 


$ Family Olympics £ 


Friday, July 17, 2015 

Shepherd High School 

100 E. Hall St., Shepherd, MI 48883 

• Registration open from 7:30 a.m. - 1 1 a.m. 

• Opening ceremonies begin at 9 a.m. 

• Cost: $10 per person ages 5-54 (other ages free) 

Pre-registration Deadline is July 15 

Early Online Registration Opens on June 1 

Go to: www.sagchip.org/MIFO 


Golf Scramble on Thursday, July 16 

Visit www.sagchip.org/MIFO for more information. 

Sponsors: 

Gold Sponsors: Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 

Silver Sponsors: Blue Cross Blue Shield, Nottawaseppi Huron 

Band of Potawatomi 

Bronze Sponsors: Blarney Castle Oil & Propane, 

Sams Club, SCIT At-Large Department 

Other: Little Traverse Bay Band, Monarch Welding and 

Engineering, SCIT Housing Department 


For more information, please contact: Jaden Harman at 989.775.4694 

*This event is open to all Native Americans and their family members. **This is a drug, smoking and alcohol-free event. 



Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 

“ Working Together for Our Future” 


7070 E. Broadway 
Mount Pleasant, MI 48858 
989-775-4000 
www.sagchip.org 











Legal Notice 


To Native American Farmers or Ranchers 
or the heir of one who was denied a USDA farm loan 
or loan servicing between 1981 and late 1999 


Some funds paid in settlement of in settlement 
of Keepseagle v. Vilsack remain unclaimed and 
will be distributed in accordance with a process 
established by the Court. The case claimed that 
USDA discriminated against Native Americans 
who applied for or tried to apply for farm loans 
or loan servicing. The Court seeks input from 
class members about how the remaining funds 
should be distributed. Of the $680 million paid 
to settle the case, approximately $380 million 
remains. The Settlement Agreement approved 
by the Court directs that unclaimed funds be 
given to non-profit organizations to serve 
Native American farmers and ranchers. 

The deadline to file a claim has passed. There 
is no new claims process. 

Who is included? 

The Class includes all Native American farmers 
and ranchers who: 

• Farmed or ranched or attempted to do so 
between January 1, 1981 and November 24, 
1999; 

• Tried to get a farm loan or loan servicing 
from the USDA during that period; and 

• Complained about discrimination to the 
USDA either on their own or through a 
representative during the time period. 

The class does not include individuals who: 

• Experienced discrimination only between 
January 1 and November 23 1997; or 

• Complained of discrimination only between 
July 1 and November 23, 1997. 

Proposed use of the Funds 

There are several competing options for how to 
distribute the funds. 

First, Plaintiffs propose to modify the 
Settlement Agreement, subject to Court 
approval, to distribute the funds as follows: 

• $342 million distributed by a Trust, overseen 
by Native American leaders, to non-profit 


groups to serve Native farmers & ranchers 
over a 20 year period. 

• $38 million be distributed quickly to non- 
profit organizations serving Native farmers 
& ranchers, identified by Class Counsel and 
approved by the Court. 

The Trust would make grants to organizations 
providing business assistance, agricultural 
education, technical support, or advocacy 
services to Native American farmers and 
ranchers, including those seeking to become 
farmers or ranchers, to support and promote 
their continued engagement in agriculture. The 
USDA has agreed with this proposal. 

Second, Marilyn Keepseagle proposes to 
distribute all remaining funds as additional 
damages paid to successful Track A claimants 
alone. The USDA opposes this proposal. 

Third, other class members have asked to use 
the funds to pay claims that were initially 
denied or to permit new claims to be filed. 

Fourth , the Choctaw Nation has argued that no 
changes should be made. 

How can I share my views? 

If you want to tell the Court of your support 
of or opposition to any proposal for use of 
the remaining funds, you may submit written 
comments, postmarked no later than June 15, 

2015, to: 

Chambers of the Honorable Emmet G. Sullivan 
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia 
333 Constitution Avenue N.W. 
Washington, DC 20001 

The Court will hold a hearing on June 29, 
2015 at 9:00 AM EDT in Courtroom 24A at 
the address above. If you want to speak to the 
Court in person, you may attend the hearing. 
Your written comments will be considered by 
the Court even if you do not attend the hearing. 


For more detailed information call 1-888-233-5506 or see 

www.lndianFarmClass.com 
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Setting short and long-term exercise goals 


for Elders 


JULIE PEGO 

Elder Services Case Manager 

I know you’ve heard it before: 
How important exercise is, and 
maybe you have good inten- 
tions, but you are unsure of 
where to start. 

There is a blog on the inter- 
net about housekeeping called 
“Flylady”, which reminds indi- 
viduals that they are not behind 
and to just start where you are 
at. So, let’s adopt her mantra of 
starting in where we are at. 


First, make a doctor’s 
appointment and make sure 
you are in good enough health 
to exercise. 

Once you are cleared by 
the doctor to exercise, think 
about what you would like to 
accomplish. 

Set two or three short term 
and long-term goals. Write 
them down. 

Make sure your goals are 
SMART: Specific, Measurable, 
Attainable, Relevant and 
Time based. 


Short-term goal examples: 

• Make an appointment 
with the doctor to get cleared 
for exercise by the end of the 
month. 

• Buy a new pair of exercise 
shoes at the beginning of your 
exercise program. 

• I will attend my first session 
at Nimkee Fitness next week by 
Wednesday. 

Long term goal examples: 

• Exercise at least three times 
a week for five months in a row. 


• Lower blood pressure to 
normal range by my annual 
health exam. 

• Walk a mile without stop- 
ping for a rest within three 
months of start. 

(Remember to keep it rel- 
evant and attainable, once 
you attain your goal you can 
always set another long-term 
goal.) 

How much exercise do I need? 

Older adults 65 and older 
who are in good health need 


at minimum of two hours and 
thirty minutes of moderate to 
intense aerobic activity (i.e. 
brisk walking) and muscle 
strengthening two or more 
days a week that work all mus- 
cle groups (legs, hips, back, 
abdomen, chest, shoulders, 
and arms). 

Muscle strengthening can 
include: lifting weights, work- 
ing with resistance bands, 
exercises that use body weight 
for resistance (i.e. wall push- 
ups, squats, or planks.) 


Mary Zilz, 


oldest living SCIT 


Member, to 


turn 100 


DENISE PE L CHER 

Contract Health Clerk 

(Editors note: Mary Zilz, the 
oldest living member of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
of Michigan is turning 100 years 
old on June 18. The following 
article is information taken from 
At-Large Contract Health Clerk 
Denise Pelcher s November 2014 
article on Zilz. Zilzs address is 
listed at the end of the article 
for anyone wishing to send her 
birthday greetings. The full arti- 
cle is available at sagchip.org/ 


tribalob server under November 
2014, page 7.) 

Mary Zilz or “Monnie” (Indian 
for Mary) was bom Mary Lenora 
Smith on June 18,1915, and holds 
the honor of being the oldest living 
member of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan. 

Mary was bom the second 
of five children of Jennie May 
Pelcher and Obadiah Burt Smith. 
She considers herself to be an 
American Indian and very proud 
of her Indian heritage. 

Her grandparents were Moses 


JUNE 2015 

Tribal Elder Birthdays 

1 Karen Bond, Kevin 

Rodriquez, Martin Steele, 
Asuncion Castaneda, 

16 

Delores Pepin, 

Donald Leaureaux Sr., 
Geraldine Phillips 

David Bird, Carolyn Harris 

2 Gloria Marshall, Donna 
Moore, Tammy Nowicki, 
Ruth Hendrickson 

3 Patricia Kequom, Loretta 
Castaneda, Sally Quiroga 

4 Betsy Crooker, 

Kayle Crampton 

17 

Thomas Wheaton, 

Donald Cabay 

18 

19 

20 

Linda Ritter, Douglas 

Jackson, Jill Meir, Connie 
Truett, Mary Zilz 

Charel Stevens 

John Hart, Lori Fuller, 

Michael Childers, 

Richard Russell 

5 Alan Alma 


6 Roberta Starkey, Kenneth 

21 

Mary Smith, Cheryl 

Lown, Tammi Craig 

7 Connie Sprague, Abraham 


Dixon, Vaughn Schoen, 

Joel Dennis 

Smith, Philip Henry, 

22 

Penny Elliot, Rudy Pontiac, 

Mark Jackson 


Virgil James 

8 Kimberly McCoy, Anita 

23 

Marlin Strong, 

Henry, Eugene Jackson 


Diana Robinson 

9 Gary Bird, Lillian 

Corbiere, Linda Haven, 

24 

Christopher Moses 

Kelli Buback 

25 

Laura Shawboose, 

Annette Saboo-Rogers, 

10 Robin Peters 


Christine Reed 

1 1 Kelly Garlick, Galen 

26 

Ronald Orvis, George 

Bennett, Douglas Gage 


Slater Jr., Sharon Blevins 

1 3 Harold Issac, Anthony 

27 

Richard Trepanier Sr., 

Dutton, Daniel Burnham, 


Deborah Hull, Rollin 

Elizabeth Kosla, 


Bacon Jr., Ricky Fowler, 

Connie Rosenthal 


Lorraine Bergevin 

14 Gregory Mandoka, 

28 

Robert Pego Sr., 

Betty Ashmun, Jeanette 


Ronald Stockel II, 

Leaureaux, Lesley Froncek, 


Angela Tabor, Rose 

Richard Cloutier, Kristie 


Greewald, Orval James, 

Clemons, John Quayle, 


Vivian Carpenter 

Robert Bailey 

29 

Mac Schoen, Gaylene 

1 5 Earl Pelcher Sr., Glory 
Loveland, Lillian Hunter 


Urban, James Reynolds, 

30 

Rhonda Salazar, Carole 

16 Ernest Nahgahgwon 


Tally, Francine Trepanier 


and Mariah Pelcher and her 
maternal grandparents were 
Obediah and Mary (Burke) Smith 
who lived in Gladwin, Mich. 

Her father was a blacksmith 
by trade. During the summer 
months, he would take care of the 
farmers’ horses in the area. In the 
winter, he would go to the Upper 
Peninsula to Trout Creek lumber 
camp to take care of the lumber- 
man’s horses. It was during this 
time that her family would go 
live with her grandparents. 

Mary’s Grandpa Pelcher was 
a minister at the North Branch 
Indian Church until he retired in 
his ‘70s. He would preach in the 
Ojibwa language and English. 

Her great uncle Scott Peters, 
agent executive with the U.S. 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, helped 
her get a job in Battle Creek with 
the Postern Factory. While work- 
ing there, she met her future hus- 
band Robert Mullen and began a 



Courtesy of Denise Pelcher 


Mary Zilz at her home in 
St. Johns, Mich. 

long-distance relationship. After 
Robert was hired at Oldsmobile 
in Lansing, Mich., he felt more 
financially secure and they mar- 
ried in 1936. They were blessed 
with three children; Robert Jr. 
(Bobby), Mary Ann and Nannette 
Jean. Crib death took Bobby just 
two months after his birth, but the 
birth of Mary Ann and Nannette 
removed the sadness of a lost son. 

On April 7, 1952, Robert died 
of a sudden heart attack. 


In 1955, she met and married 
Carl Zilz. She lost her daughter 
Nannette in 1989 to breast can- 
cer, and then lost Carl in 1991 
due to melanoma. 

Mary is a very independent 
lady and still lives on her own 
to this day, in a duplex attached 
to her daughter’s duplex in St. 
Johns, Mich. Her family has 
grown to 11 grandchildren, 26 
great-grandchildren, and 17 
great-great grandchildren. 

Mary’s daughter, Mary Ann, 
asked to include her mailing 
address if anyone would like to 
send her a letter or birthday card. 
She said her mom is the type of 
person that will respond to letters. 

Mary Zilz 

207 W. Sturgis 

St. Johns, MI 48879 

Have a blessed 100th year, 
Mary. 




Euchre 

Mother's & Father's Day Cookout 

"~0 

0 


Tuesdays at 6 p.m. 

June 6 at 1 1 a.m. 


Margy and Therapy Dogs 

Elders Breakfast 


Wednesdays at 1 p.m. 

June 10 & 24 at 9 a.m. 

< c n 
£ = 

Knitting 

District 1 Elders Meeting 

Thursdays at 1 p.m. 

June 10 at 12 p.m. 

(T3 w 

Movie Night in CGA 

Trip to the Movies 

— Q © 

Friday evenings 

June 17 Time:TBD 

c -4 

Jewelry with Kay 

Trip to Saganing Powwow 

< 


June 2 at 1 p.m. 

June 20 at 1 1 a.m. 


Language Bingo 

District 1 Birthday Bingo (District 1 only) 



June 4 at 1 p.m. 

June 27 at 12 p.m. 



** Activities and events are subject to change. 


Day-Winters, PLLC 

• Criminal Law • Drunk Driving • License Restoration 

• Family Law • Divorce • Child Support 

• Tribal Law • Probate Matters • Federal Cases 

Free initial consultation I Payment options available 

989-779-9991 


306 E. Broadway St., Suite 4, Mt Pleasant | da 5 rwinters@gmail.c 0 m 
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HOURLY DRAWINGS 7PM-10PM SATURDAYS 

GRAND PRIZE DRAWINGS 
SATURDAYS I 10:30PM 


This June, win yourself some fun in cash. 
Premium Play and weekly grand prizes: 

Can-Am Quad Runner! • Trip for 4 to Alaska! 
201 5 Motorcycle! • Pontoon Boat! 


[sunny 

MONEY 


CASINO & RESORT® 
Pleasant, Ml » 1.877.2.EAGLE.2 9 SoaringEagleCasino.com 


BRIGHTEN YOUR JUNE 

WITH A SHARE OF 


DRAWINGS EVERY 
THURSDAY 9PM 




• •It 


Sagamng 


Eagles Landing 


Casino 
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Jx\bd\Calendar 

< JUNE 2015 EVENT PLANNER > 



Grandmother Moon Ceremony 

June 1 | Ceremony begins at 9 p.m. 

• Teachings and preperation from 5-7 p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health Lodge 

• Contact: 989-775-4879 

Women's Tradition Society 

June 1,8, 15, 22, 29 | 5 - 6:30 p.m . 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4879 

Monday Night Masters 

June 1 , 8, 15, 22, 29 | Shotgun start at 5:45 p.m. 

• Location: Maple Creek Golf Club, Shepherd, Mich. 

• Contact: 989-775-4128 

• Every Monday from May 11 to Aug. 17. 

Native Farmers Market 

June 2,9, 1 6, 23, 30 1 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

• Location: Housing Pavilion 

• Contact: 989-775-4059 

Tuesday Night Giigohn Fishing 

June 2, 9, 16, 26, 30 

• Contact: 989-775-4128 

• Ages 16 and younger fish for free. 

Al-Anon Family Group Meeting 

June 2, 9, 16, 23, 20 | 5p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-3742 

• Strength and hope for friends and families of 
problem drinkers. 

Opiate-Heroin Circle 

June 1 2 | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

• Location: Seventh Generation 

• Contact: 989-775-4780 


Men's Meeting 

June 4, 11, 18, 25 | 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

• Location: Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

• Contact: 989-775-2370 ext. 214 

• Open communication, talking circle 

• For adults and young men (6th graders and older) 

SCTC annual Golf Outing 

June 11 | Check-in at 8 a.m., shotgun start at 9 a.m. 

• Location: Bucks Run Golf Club 

• Contact: 989-775-4123 

Survival Saganing: Youth Survivor Challenge 

June 12 | 77 a.m. 

• Location: Saganing Tribal Center 

• Contact: 989-775-5810 

• Prizes, lunch and survivor challenges 

• Focus on health, safety and preparedness 

Kickoff to Summer Bash 

June 12 | 2p.m. 

• Location: Neyome Property 

• Contact: 989-828-6601 ext. 3303 

• Food, fun and prizes. 

• All Tribal Members and their families are invited. 

Women's Health Fair 

June 16 | 4 -6p.m. 

• Location: Andahwod CCC&ES 

• Contact: 989-775-4629 

• Door prizes, informational booths and food. 

Gunstock & Dance Stick Making Class 

June 17, 18 | 5 -8p.m. 

• Location: Seventh Generation 

• Contact: 989-775-4780 


Women's Support Group 

June 16 | 5:30 - 7p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4896 

• Homemade pizza 

Family Spirit Support Group 

June 1 7 1 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

• Location: Nimkee Public Health Kitchen 

• Contact: 989-775-4616 

Housing Financial Workshop 

June 18 1 12p.m. 

• Location: Housing Conference Room 

• Contact: 989-775-4552 

Pre-College Leadership Progam 

July 12-17 

• Location: Michigan State University 

• Contact: 1-517-353-1822 

• One week summer program designed to give Native 
American youth the opportunity to experience college life 
and explore the many exciting educational and career 
opportunities in the agricultural, food sciences, natural 
resources and related fields. 

Saganing Health and Safety Fair 

July 1 6 1 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

• Location: Saganing Tribal Center 

• Contact: 989-775-5820 

• "Surf the Health and Safety Tidal Wave" 


Talking 

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 

Circle 

Andahwod Maple Room 

For more information contact: Kim 989.289.3088, Roger 989.944.1937 
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Tribal community calendar 

JUNE 2015 

1 

[ MONDAY 

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

FRIDAY 

SAT. /SUN. 

l 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Jack & Mary Pine 

7 th Generation | 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


^ I Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 

Ogitchedaw Meeting 

Seniors Room | 6 p.m. 

D. Dowd: Sweat Lodge 

B. Health | 9:30 p.m 

Jack & Mary Pine 

7 th Generation | 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

D. Dowd: Traditional Healing 

B. Health | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


8 


10 


11 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


12 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


13 Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 

Youth LEAD Super Saturday 

Chippewa River 


14 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Summer Reading Sign-up 

Tribal Library | 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 


Tribal Observer 

Deadline | 3 p.m. 

Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


21 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


22 


23 


24 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


25 


26 


27 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


28 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


29 


30 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 


Gamblers Anonymous (GA) Meetings 

12-step program for people that have a gambling problem. 

Mondays & Thursdays 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Mount Pleasant First United Methodist Church 
400 S. Main St. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


. Narcotics Anonymous Meetings 

Tuesdays: 6 p.m., Wesley Foundation at CMU 

1400 S. Washington St., Mount Pleasant 

Thursdays: 6:30 p.m., First Methodist Church 

400 S. Main St., Mount Pleasant 

Saturdays: 7 p.m., Mount Pleasant Alano Club 

1201 N. Fancher Rd., Mount Pleasant 


• SECR Payroll 
SCIT Per Capita 

• SCIT Payroll 

• Waste Collection* 

*Bins must be curbside by 6:30 a.n 


Tribal departments: Our primary source for information is the Shared Network Community Calendar. You may access the Community Calendar by going onto the Shared-Drive and 
clicking on the Tribal Community Calendar. This is a very useful tool that we suggest everyone explore. Start by creating a shortcut, then adding an event, enjoy! 
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Observer Classifieds 

A 

Tribal Observer Classifieds 

100 Employment 125 Miigwetch 

105 Lost and Found 130 Services 

110 For Rent 135 Events 

115 For Sale 140 Giveaways 

120 Announcements 145 Miscellaneous 

To place your ad, call the Tribal Observer at 989-775-4010, Email: observer@sagchip.org, visit our office in Tribal 
Operations or mail to Tribal Observer, Attn.: Classified, 7070 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. Please have all 
submissions and payment in by deadline. Classified rates are $10 for 15 words or less, and 75 cents per additional 
word. Any thumbnail image costs an additional $15. Apply to job postings online at www.sagchip.org 


100 Employment 


Tribal 

Operations 


Child Welfare 
Prevention Specialist 

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in social work from a 
CSWE accredited program or 
an associate degree in human 
services-related field with two 
years experience as a "Fami- 
lies First" worker or similar 
family preservation program, 
preferably in the Tribal com- 
munity. The child welfare pre- 
vention specialist works with 
the Tribal community through 
the social services programs. 

Secondary Language 
Immersion Specialist 

Open to the public. Must pos- 
sess required specialized unique 
skills include demonstrated 
fluency and knowledge of An- 
ishinabe language acquisition, 
a clear understanding of im- 
mersion philosophy and two 
years experience teaching An- 
ishinabemowin with children 
in a school setting or commu- 
nity setting. Must have a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 

Police Officer 

Open to the public. Must be a 
U.S. citizen. Must be at least 21 
years of age. Must have a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Associate degree preferred. 
Must be able to pass departmen- 
tal fitness evaluation. Must be 
MCOFES certified/certifiable 
or capable of meeting certifi- 
able standards. Must be able to 
obtain and maintain a Special 
Faw Enforcement Commis- 
sion through the Bureau of In- 
dian Affairs. Must have a valid 
Michigan drivers license, insur- 
able under the Tribe's policy. 

Registered Dental 
Assistant Specialist 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 year of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Graduate of an accredited reg- 
istered dental assisting pro- 
gram. Experience in a dental 
clinic setting preferred. Appli- 
cant must possess the ability to 
accurately and efficiently type 
reports and correspondence. 
Must be knowledgeable of 
word processing and spread- 
sheet computer applications. 
Experience with the Dentrix 
Enterprise Software preferred. 

Resident Care Manager 

Open to the public. Must be 
a licensed registered nurse 
(BSN preferred), with at least 
one year of long-term care ex- 
perience. Knowledge of and/ 
or willingness to leam about 
and understand the Tribal 
community and outside sys- 
tems is required. Knowledge 
of services to the aged, as- 
sisted living services, adult 
foster care services, and/or 
homes for Elders also required. 

Social Services 
Case Worker 

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in human service related 
field required. Master’s degree 
preferred. Must submit to and 
pass a background check. The 
Tribal social services casework- 
ers assist Tribal Members in 


obtaining social services includ- 
ing crisis intervention, child 
protection, substance abuse 
and mental health programs. 

Treasury Investment 
Manager 

Open to the public. CPA or 
master's degree in finance or 
accounting with four years 
experience in cash manage- 
ment and investing. Must have 
knowledge and demonstrate 
experience in working with 
investments and cash manage- 
ment activities. Must possess 
strong analytical skills, inter- 
personal skills and communi- 
cation skills. Ability to man- 
age multiple tasks and work 
under pressure, to meet critical 
deadlines is essential. Must 
be honest and confidential. 

Multimedia Programmer 

Open to the public. Four year 
college in any of these areas: 
Computer science, computer 
programming languages 
(preferred), or demonstrated 
equivalent work experience. 
Four years applicable IS/IT 
Communications work expe- 
rience. Familiarity with any 
of the following is desirable: 
C#, ASP.NET, Visual Studio, 
JQuery, Bootstrap, Git, Ag- 
ile, TeamCity, web streaming 
technologies and principles, 
experience with audio or vid- 
eo production. Willingness to 
master new software and new 
programming languages. 

Bus Driver - SCA 

Open to the public. Must have 
high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Must meet the minimum 
requirements for a school bus 
driver as defined by the State of 
Michigan: Must pass a crimi- 
nal history investigation: Must 
be at least 21 years old. Must 
have reliable transportation. 

School-Based 
Consulting Clinician 

Open to the public. Master’s 
degree in psychology, so- 
cial work, or closely-related 
field.Two years experience in 
mental health services work- 
ing with children and fami- 
lies of children with severe 
emotional disturbances in 
an academic setting. Teach- 
ing certification preferred. 
The primary job goals of the 
School-Based Consulting Cli- 
nician (SBCC) are to respond 
to children’s needs by working 
closely with Tribal and public 
school staff, provide support 
to classroom teachers, behav- 
ioral specialists, administra- 
tors, school; psychologists, 
and social workers. Identify 
students with unmet mental 
health needs, and facilitate 
entry into services as need- 
ed. The SBCC also acts as a 
consultant to local districts in 
developing programs to serve 
students and benefit staff. 

General Labor Pool 
(Temporary Employee) 

Tribal Member posting. Must 
be at least 18 years of age 
and possess a high school 
diploma or equivalent. Must 
be physically fit and be able 
to perform manual labor. 
Applicants must have a tele- 
phone contact number and be 
available on short notice for 
short-term employment. May 
also be required to have a 
valid Michigan driver license. 


Clerical Pool 
(Temporary Employee) 

Tribal Member posting. Must 
be at least 18 years of age 
and possess a high school di- 
ploma or equivalent. Clerical 
experience is a plus. Appli- 
cants must have a telephone 
contact number and be avail- 
able on short notice for short- 
term employment. Please 
submit an application to the 
temporary clerical pool if 
you are interested in working 
temporarily in an office set- 
ting: Working on computers, 
standard office equipment, 
and answering telephones. 


SECR 


Waitstaff Level 1 
Water Lily PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma or 
equivalent. Needs to be able 
to deal with the public under 
stressful situations, be a team 
player, work flexible hours in- 
cluding weekends, holidays 
and graveyard shifts. Must 
have accurate math skills. 

Journeyman Electrician 

Open to the public. Must be 1 8 
years of age. Must have a high 
school diploma or GED. Must 
have and maintain a State of 
Michigan journeyman electri- 
cian license. Must have at least 
six years experience in the elec- 
trical trade including comple- 
tion of an apprenticeship. Must 
possess and maintain a valid 
Michigan drivers license with 
no more than six points. High 
degree of attention and care re- 
quired to prevent injury to others 
when responsible for the flow of 
electrical power. Exposure to 
high voltage electricity. Ability 
to climb in overhead structure, 
to work beneath machines, 
and in close quarters perform- 
ing analysis and repair work. 
Native American preferred. 

Line Cook 

Open to the public. Must be 
18 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
One year of restaurant cook- 
ing experience with increas- 
ing levels of responsibility, 
communication and teamwork 
skills. Or six months of SECR 
internal culinary training. 

Line Cook Room Service 

Open to the public. Must be 
18 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
One year of restaurant cook- 
ing experience with increas- 
ing levels of responsibility, 
communication and teamwork 
skills. Or six months of SECR 
internal culinary training. 

Inventory Control 
Warehouser 

Open to the public. High school 
diploma or equivalent. Must 
be able to obtain/maintain a 
gaming license. Must be able 
to obtain/maintain a Tribal 
driver’s license and main- 
tain a CDL Class B license. 
One to three years experi- 
ence in driving vehicles/rigs 
that require CDL designation. 
Prefer one to three years of 
receiving or warehousing ex- 
perience working with ware- 
house equipment. Food han- 


dling experience is a plus. 
Must be able to work in a 
labor intensive work environ- 
ment and be able to multitask. 
Must have experience on stand 
up or sit down fork lift or be able 
to be certified prior to 90 day pro- 
bationary period is completed. 

Steward Part-Time 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 18 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 
Desire to work hard. Must have 
an organized and thorough in 
work ethic and a strong desire 
to provide service. Exceptional 
“people” skills, high level of en- 
thusiasm and professionalism. 
Native American preferred. 

Cosmetologist PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 1 8 years or older upon 
employment. High school di- 
ploma or equivalent required. 
Must possess and maintain a 
Michigan state license in cos- 
metology with 1600 training 
hours, followed by completion 
of State License with two year 
renewal required. One year 
experience preferred. Must 
be able to work days, nights, 
weekends, and holidays. 

Security Officer 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age and 
have a high school diploma 
or equivalent. May be re- 
quired to perform their du- 
ties during hazardous con- 
ditions that could include 
severe weather and fire. 

Bartender Beverage PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Must be able to 
deal with the public in a cour- 
teous and professional manner. 

Massage Therapist PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 18 years or older upon em- 
ployment. High school diploma 
or equivalent required. Must have 
a valid Michigan massage certi- 
fication and 600 total hours re- 
quired for massage certification. 

Server Assistant PT 
Isabella's/Water Lily 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age with a 
high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Six months to one year 
prior related food experience 
and/or the ability to success- 
fully pass in house training. 

Casino Housekeeper 

In-house. Must be at least 18 
years of age with a high school 
diploma or equivalent. No pre- 
vious experience required. Must 
be able to follow simple written 
and verbal instruction, and be 
willing to accomplish repetitive 


tasks. Must be able to bend, 
twist and work standing and 
walking for long periods of time. 
Qualified applicants should 
posses a friendly and outgoing 
personality, enjoy dealing with 
and be willing to provide a posi- 
tive experience to the casino’s 
guests and fellow associates. 

Entertainment Usher 
Seasonal 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma or 
GED. Ushering experience 
would be helpful but is not a 
requirement. This position is 
responsible for assisting pa- 
trons to their seats and with any 
special needs, they may have 
(handicap, hearing impairment.) 

Casino Finance 
Supervisor 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Ba- 
sic math skills and ability to 
handle large amounts of cur- 
rency. Excellent verbal and 
interpersonal communication 
skills. Must be detail ori- 
ented. Must be able to inde- 
pendently manage multiple 
tasks in a professional man- 
ner. Knowledge of comput- 
ers as associated with word 
processing and spreadsheets 
and must be able to demon- 
strate these word process- 
ing and spreadsheet skills. 

Cashier Associate Dining 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Some cash han- 
dling, banking or account- 
ing experience preferred. 

Line Server PT 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 18 years of age. 
Must have a high school di- 
ploma or GED. Must be able 
to work weekends, holidays, 
and graveyard shifts. Good 
physical ability for walk- 
ing, standing, lifting, and 
bending. Must be able to 
lift 25-50 pounds regularly. 
Native American preferred. 

Line Server PT 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 18 years of age. 
Must have a high school di- 
ploma or GED. Must be able 
to work weekends, holidays, 
and graveyard shifts. Good 
physical ability for walk- 
ing, standing, lifting, and 
bending. Must be able to 
lift 25-50 pounds regularly. 
Native American preferred. 

Line Cook Pastry 

Open to the public. Must be 
18 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equiva- 
lent. One year of restau- 


rant cooking experience 
with increasing levels of 
responsibility, communica- 
tion and teamwork skills. Or 
six months of SECR inter- 
nal culinary training. Na- 
tive American preferred. 

Bartender Water Lily PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Must be able to 
deal with the public in a cour- 
teous and professional manner. 

Waitstaff (In-House) FT 

In-house. Must be at least 18 
years of age. Must have a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Native American preferred. 

Waitstaff PT 
Banquet/Room Service 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Native American preferred. 

Night Auditor 

Open to the public. Must 
have high school diploma or 
equivalent. Previous work 
experience which included 
customer service responsi- 
bilities. Candidate should 
enjoy, be comfortable with, 
and work well with num- 
bers. Needs to be accurate 
with and work meticulous- 
ly with reports, financial 
records and computers. 


SELC 


Food & Beverage 
Attendant PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Some cash handling, bank- 
ing or accounting experience 
preferred. Must be able to oper- 
ate a cash register and calculator. 

Inventory Control 
Driver PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Must be able to 
obtain/maintain a gaming li- 
cense. Must be able to obtain 
and maintain a Tribal driver’s 
license. Requires a chauffeur’s 
license. Experience with Food- 
Trak or other warehouse man- 
agement software preferred. 


130 Services 


Fox Home Builders 

All types of home improve- 
ments. Kitchen and bath re- 
modeling, additions. Experi- 
enced and local. 989-773-4665. 


Summons and Complaint Notices 


SUMMONS AND COMPLAIN IN THE MATTER OF EMILY KAHGEGAB: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
989-775-4800 Case No. 15-0-0056 Plaintiff: Members First Credit Union PO Box 2165 
Midland MI 48641-2165 989-835-5100 Vs. Defendant: Emily Kahgegab 127 Barnett St. 
NE Grand Rapids, MI 49503. Notice to defendant: 1. You are being sued in the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Court. 2. You have 21 days after receiving this summons to file an answer 
with the court and to serve a copy on the other party or take other lawful action. Please note 
that if you were served by certified mail or served outside of the reservation land you have 
28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or take other action within 
the time allowed may result in a default Judgment being entered against you for the relief 
requested in Plaintiff’s complaint. This summons expires on Aug. 5, 2015. 


Highlight 
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Youth LEAD District Powwow draws nearly two thousand students to Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 


J OSEPH V. SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

On April 30 and May 1, local stu- 
dents were given the opportunity 
to observe an educational pow- 
wow where they learned about 
traditional dances and types of 
regalia. 

In addition to the powwow, 
students also took part in mini 
workshops where they learned 
about storytelling, Native lan- 
guage, sacred medicines and 
many other valuable teachings. 
The students also enjoyed hav- 
ing an opportunity to make crafts 
with Seventh Generation staff. 

Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwe 
Member RJ Smith served as 
emcee as SCIT Member Darryl 
Jackson led the dancers as head 
veteran. Tribal Elder Kent 
Jackson served as arena director 
and the Anishinabe Ogichedaw 
Veteran Warrior Society brought 
in the Tribal eagle staff and flags 
during grand entry. 

“I’ve been on the powwow 
trail as an emcee just for a few 
years but I have been an arena 
director, head dance judge, head 
drum judge and a dancer for a 
little over 20 years,” Smith said. 
“This is awesome to see because 
our Native people were always 
about sharing and inclusion. It’s 
nice to let people know our Native 
people are still here, and we are 
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Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


SCIT Tribal Chief 
Steven Pego wel- 
comes the students 
and shares a teaching. 

thriving and surviving. The 
exciting part for me is when I see 
Tribal students who get to share 
who they really are as Anishinabe 
people, and it’s another way for 
them to shine and have something 
to be proud of.” 

Tribal Council Chaplain 
Jennifer Wassegijig shared a 
blessing for the food and the 
community event as Tribal Chief 
Steven Pego gave a teaching on 
the importance of the ceremonies. 

“On behalf of Youth LEAD, 
we would like to say a huge thank 
you to everyone who supported, 
participated or helped us with 
the annual Youth LEAD District 
Powwow . . . ,” Youth LEAD 
Director Jennifer Crawford said. 
“Almost 2,000 total students from 
Saginaw Chippewa Academy, 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


AOVWS Veteran Butch 
DeVerney carries the stars 
and stripes proudly as stu- 
dents stand in honor. 

Sasiwaans, Shepherd, Mount 
Pleasant, Renaissance, and Beal 
City Public Schools visited us, 
joining in on the fantastic, hands- 
on, cultural experience. I could 
not be more proud of our entire 
Youth LEAD staff - it takes an 
incredible team to pull off such an 
event while making it look easy 
and fun! Great job, once again, 
Youth LEAD!” 

A new addition to the program 
this year was the teaching lodge, 
which was built by the Youth 
LEAD staff in the grass, south 
of the gym. Students were able 
to experience lodge teachings 
from Tribal Mide’ Elder Brian 
Corbiere while sitting in a real 
Ojibwe north woods lodge. 

Ziibiwing Center Assistant 
Director Waabanoqua (Judy 
Pamp) gave students a treat as 
she shared storytelling that was 
passed down to her family from 
her ancestors. 

Youth LEAD Empowerment 
Aide and Youth Council Advisor 
Tonya Jackson did an excellent 
job with the powwow dancers in 
speaking about regalia making. 

Many of the Tribal students 
view the Youth LEAD District 
Powwow as a tune-up for the 
summer trail that includes pow- 
wows in Saganing on June 14-15 
and the 31st Saginaw Chippewa 
annual Powwow July 24-26. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Head Veteran Darryl Jackson leads Ogitchedaw in grand 
entry at the Youth LEAD District Powwow. 



Courtesy of Jennifer Crawford 


Teamwork makes all the difference as the Youth LEAD 
employees share a reflective moment in the lodge. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


A packed Eagles Nest Tribal Gym enjoys the SCA drum, 
Southern Straits and Wild Bear singers in the arena. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal Mide’ Elder shares the Seven Grandfather Teachings in 
the new Youth LEAD teaching lodge. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal youth Angelica 
Hinmon-Sanchez (left) and 
Wenonah "Noni" Jackson 
look sharp in their regalia. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal students Taylor Burton 
(left) and Makayla Stevens are 
all smiles as they get ready to 
enter the arena. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Tribal youth Joaquin Jackson sports 
a colorful bustle at the Youth LEAD 
District Powwow. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Royalty graces the stage as SCA 
Princess Liberty Morland and SCA stu- 
dent Treazure Jones get ready to dance 
an Inter-Tribal. 
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SCIT breaks ground for Native Farmers Market Pavilion 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

USDA Michigan State Director James Turner (center) joins Tribal 
Council for the Native Farmers Market Pavilion ground breaking 
at the corner of Broadway and Leaton roads on June 16. 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe of Michigan leaders, local 
officials, and the U.S. Dept, 
of Agriculture representatives 
came together to break ground 
for the Native Farmers Market 
Pavilion on Tuesday, June 
16 on the northeast comer of 
Broadway and Leaton roads in 
Mount Pleasant, Mich. 

In an effort to provide sup- 
port to Native American com- 
munities in 18 states, the USDA 
awarded SCIT a $200,000 Rural 
Business Enterprise Grant for 
the new pavilion in July 2014. 

CMS&D Surveying/ 

Engineering, Case Architecture, 
Inc. and the Native Farmers 
Market Committee developed 
plans for a 40 x 50 pavilion, 
which involves a sidewalk and 
parking lot. 

“A long time ago, there used to 
be a farm where the new pavilion 
will be built,” said Tribal Chief 
Steven Pego in a press release. 
“So, it’s fitting that it should be in 
the same location.” 

The goal for completion is 
July 2015. 

McGuire Sand-Gravel and 
Mark Garber Builders, both out 
of Mount Pleasant, are operating 
the construction. 


The market's objective is 
to provide fresh, seasonal, 
and locally grown produce to 
the community. Items such as 
honey, maple symp, wild rice 
and eggs will be just a few of 
the items available. 

“Mother Nature is awe- 
some,” Pego said at the occa- 
sion. “I’m so happy for this 
pavilion and that we are break- 
ing ground today.” 

USDA Michigan State 
Director James Turner was in 
attendance and said the project 
draws upon Michigan’s biodiver- 
sity and rich cultural heritage to 
promote economic growth. 

“The USDA works with 
Sovereign Nations in Michigan 
and Native American citizens to 
make sure tribal communities 
have the same ability to thrive 
and prosper as other communi- 
ties,” Turner said. 

Since 2009, USDA Rural 
Development has provided $1.1 
million in loans and $1.8 million 
in grants to support 35 local food- 
related projects in Michigan. 

SCIT Public Relations 
Manager Marcella Hadden 
played a major role in the farmers 
market development. 

“This year is the third year the 
Native Farmers Market is up and 
running,” Hadden said. “There is 
still a lot to do and a lot of growth 


needs to happen. I love doing 
this... This market displays the 
relationship between the grower 
and the product. Customers can 
see the grower face-to-face, 
and this brings back the Native 
traditional way of life and eat- 
ing healthier.” 

Hadden, Helping Healer 
Beatrice Jackson and Roxanne 
Swade presented a traditional 
tobacco and water ceremony at 
7:30 a.m. prior to the ground 
breaking. 

The water was sang and prayed 
for, and put back to Mother Earth 
to give thanks while asking that 
the pavilion will prosper in a 
good way. 

“We also laid our saama down 
and said a prayer for the beautiful 
day and gave thanks for the bless- 
ing we received from the USDA 
and Tribal Council to have such 


a beautiful pavilion built that 
will provide healthy food for 
our membership/community,” 
Hadden said. 

Kali Fox, regional manager for 
Sen. Debbie Stabenow, presented 
Chief Pego with a certificate. 

The Native Farmers Market 
Committee involves: Leah 
Markel, Nimkee health educa- 
tor; Sally Van Cise, nutritionist; 
Toni Smith, wellness coordina- 
tor; Damian Fisher, Tribal elder; 
Jessica DeVemey-McLaughlin, 
strategic grant specialist; Mary 
Pelcher, Tribal College extension 
office project coordinator; and 
Angela Peters, Anishinaabe lan- 
guage revitalization director. 

Seven vendors are cur- 
rently signed up for the Native 
Farmers Market. Interested ven- 
dors may contact the PR depart- 
ment at 989-775-4059. 


Chief Pego joins delegation to bring back ancestral 
human remains for repatriation 



Courtesy of Esther Helms 


(Photographed left to right) Tribal Chief Steven Pego speaks with 
Detroit Free Press reporter John Carlisle about his journey on 
bringing our ancestors home as SCIT Public Relations Manager 
Marcella Hadden and Ogimaakwe Mae Pego look on. 


JOSEP H V. SOWMI CK 

Photojournalist 

Ever since the Nibokaan 
Cemetery was established in 1 995 
for the explicit purpose of rebury- 
ing repatriated Native American 
ancestral human remains and 
associated funerary objects, a sit- 
ting Tribal Chief has never per- 
sonally retrieved those items. 

This repatriation became his- 
tory for the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan on a 
national level as this is the first 
time a sitting tribal chief has trav- 
eled to several locations to bring 
ancestors home. 

A repatriation team consist- 
ing of Tribal Chief Steven Pego, 
his wife Mae Pego, Ziibiwing 
Center Director Shannon 

Martin, Ziibiwing Curator 

William Johnson and Tribal 
Elders Thomasine “Ruby” 

MeShawboose and Charmaine 


Shawana made a journey to New 
York City; Toledo, Ohio; and 
Dearborn, Mich. 

The story of their journey 
and the May 22 repatriation 
garnered regional and national 
media attention from Indian 
Country Today, USA Today, and 
the Detroit Free Press. 

Chief Pego said the mission 
was to repatriate 41 ances- 
tral human remains from the 
American Museum of Natural 
History of New York City, 
one ancestor from the Toledo 
Zoological Society and one 
ancestor from the Dearborn 
Historical Museum during 
May 18-22. 

Ziibiwing has been work- 
ing diligently on behalf of SCIT, 
and in cooperation with the 
Michigan Anishinaabek Cultural 
Preservation & Repatriation 
Alliance (MACPRA), to bring 
home ancestors and their 


associated funerary objects from 
the numerous museums, univer- 
sities and institutions across the 
country since the passage of the 
1990 Native American Graves 
Protection and Repatriation Act 
(NAGPRA). 

“Three months before we 
went on the trip, Elder George 
Martin, as the Grandpa Chief 
of the Midewiwin Society, 


makes the decisions for 
Michigan, along with myself 
as a Midewiwin Chief, and we 
were chosen to be spiritual advi- 
sors for bringing our ancestors 
home,” Chief Pego said. 

When he and his wife were 
asked to take the trip to New York 
City, Chief Pego was honored. 

Repatriation | 3 
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In Memory of Eric Lee Hunt 




March 1, 1976 - July 1 8, 2013 

You are in our memories and our hearts 
every day. We love you and miss you. 

-Mom, Dad , Anthony and Montana 


Betty Joan Webkamigad 

Feb. 11, 1941 - May 25, 2015 

Betty Joan Webkamigad was born Feb. 11, 1941, the daughter 
of the late Charles and Elizabeth Pamp, and passed away May 
25, 2015 at the age of 74. 

She was a lifelong educator and activist for American 
Indian people and many credit her with helping them to 
achieve academic success. 

She was a fierce defender of Anishinaabe culture, lan- 
guages and religion. She helped to pass the Native American 
Languages Act of 1990. She also marched to Washington on 
“The Longest Walk” and helped to get the American Indian 
Religious Freedom Act of 1978 passed. 

She was a proud Ojibwe, Potawatomi, Odawa and Midewin 
woman of the Eagle Clan. 

Her great loves were her grandchildren, powwows, the 
Red Wings and her alma mater, Lansing Eastern High School 
Class of '59. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; sister, Judith 
Pamp; brother, Charles Mouz Pamp; niece, Shiloh Soney Alvis. 

Surviving to cherish her memory are her daughter, 
Bedahbin Webkamigad; sons, Anung and Mang Webkamigad 
and Morgan Pope; grandchildren, Zhaawosh, Bess and 
Ewaaseset Bardy and Ian Pope; nephews, Miengun (Melissa) 
Auzhibek and Che Pamp; brothers, Paul (Valorie) Johnson 
and Terry (Tari) Wareham; and many other beloved relatives. 

A funeral service was held 11 a.m. on Friday, May 29, 
2015 at Dhammasala Forest Monastery-Buddhist Temple, 
14780 Beardslee, Perry, MI. 

For those desiring, contributions may be made in memoiy of B 
Joan to Children’s Miracle Network c/o Sparrow Hospital, PO Box 
30480, Lansing, MI 48909. 



ARMERS 


The Native 
Farmers Market 

Every Tuesday Starting 

June 2 to Oct. 13, 2015 

Time: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 




Items For Sale 


Seasonal produce, flowers, fish, 
wild rice, honey and maple syrup 


Native American 


Artisans & supplies 


Every 

Tuesday! 


Market will be held at the Housing Pavilion until 
the new pavilion on Broadway and Leaton Roads is 
finished. Completion date is slated for mid-July. 


For questions and registration forms, please contact: 
Marcella Hadden, interim market master at 989.775.4059 



Check out the 

Tribal Observer 


ONLINE 


www.sagchip.org/tribalobserver 


Wilma Jane Gionet 

Jan. 24, 1950 - June 8, 2015 


Helen Marie Reed 

Sept. 15, 1940 - June 17, 2015 


Gionet, Wilma Jane, 65, of Harrietta, Mich., passed away 
Monday, June 8, 2015, at her home. 

Wilma was born on Jan. 24, 1950, in 
Clare, Mich., the daughter of Andrew 
and Isabella (Koon) Jackson. She mar- 
ried Lairy O. Gionet on April 29, 1969, 
in Sherman. 

Wilma had worked for the Cherry 
Growers Association and previously 
Nish-Na-Be-Anong in Traverse City, 

Mich. She was a member of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe. Wilma enjoyed playing bingo. 

Wilma is survived by her husband Lairy Gionet of 
Harrietta; her son Warren David Gionet of Fife Lake; her 
brother Andrew Jackson of Mount Pleasant; her sisters Zilda 
A. Jackson of Benzonia, Norma Rapp of Mount Pleasant, and 
Wanda Lautner of Traverse City. 

Wilma was preceded in death by her parents; brothers 
Bernard James Jackson, Lamont Jackson, Maurice Jackson, 
Ronald Jackson, Wilmont Jackson and Raymond Jackson. 

Funeral Services for Wilma were held at 2 p.m. on Friday, 
June 12, 2015, at Clark Family Funeral Chapel with Rev. 
Owen White-Pigeon officiating. 



Joshua Mark VanHorn 

June 7, 1980 - June 16, 2015 


VanHorn, Joshua Mark, 35, of Mount Pleasant passed away 
Tuesday, June 16, 2015, in Mount Pleasant. 

Joshua was born June 7, 1980, 

Carson City, Mich., the son of Jack 
and Eleanore (Bailey) VanHorn. He 
graduated from Ithaca High School. 

Joshua worked as a bellman for 
the Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort. 

He was a member of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe. Joshua 
enjoyed tubing and being on the 
water and watching sports. He espe- 
cially loved spending time with his 
daughter Carleigh Grace VanHorn. 

He is survived by his significant other Heidi Tugen and 
her son Noah; daughter Carleigh Grace VanHorn of Alma, 
Mich.; and special daughter Michayla Eitzen of Ithaca, Mich.; 
mother Eleanore Bailey- VanHorn of Mount Pleasant; father 
Jack VanHorn of Ithaca; brothers Adam VanHorn of Mount 
Pleasant and Samuel VanHorn of Ithaca. 

Joshua was preceded in death by his grandparents; his aunt 
Gloria VanHorn, his uncle Kevin Banister, his cousins Frank 
A. Bailey and Carrie Kerns. 

Funeral services for Joshua were held at 2 p.m. on Monday, June 
22, at 2 p.m. at the Tribal Gym with Pastor Doyle Perry officiating. 



Public Notice 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police provide law en- 
forcement services under 638 Contract with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). Included within 
said contract; The Burean of Indian Affairs reserve 
the right for "First Right of Refusal" pertaining to 
any complaints against the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Police Department and/or its Officer's. 

As result of this contractual procedure; All complaints 
against the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police Depart- 
ment and/or its Officer's must first be directed to : 

BIA Interal Affairs SSA Justin Wendland 

justin.wendland@bia.gov I 701-250-4545 


Reed, Helen Marie, 74, of Mount Pleasant, Mich, passed 
away Wednesday, June 17, 2015, at MidMichigan Medical 
Center-Midland. 

Helen was born Sept. 15, 1940, 
in Mount Pleasant, the daughter of 
George and Emma (Peters) Slater. 

She graduated from Mount Pleasant 
High School in the Class of 1959. 

Helen married L.E. Reed Sr. on June 
27, 1959, in Mount Pleasant. 

She was employed for 20 years with Giantway Warehouse. 
Helen was a member of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. 
She enjoyed traveling and loved the casino, bingo and poker. 
Family was of utmost importance to Helen and she enjoyed 
most of all spending time with them. 

Helen is survived by her husband, L.E. Reed Sr. of Mount 
Pleasant; her three children, L.E. Reed, Jr. (Susan), Jeffery 
Reed (Kathy), and Leon Reed (Michelle), all of Mount 
Pleasant; seven grandchildren, Amanda Flaugher, L.E. Reed 
III, Kyle Reed, Ashley Reed, Heidi Reed, Garrett Reed, and 
Jacob Reed; six great-grandchildren; three brothers Allen Slater 
(Cheryl) of Sanford, Gerald Slater and George Slater (Deb), 
both of Mount Pleasant; three sisters Sharon Matthews (Ralph) 
of Mount Pleasant, Bonnie Cantu (Fred Sr.) of Mount Pleasant, 
and Colleen Sisco (David) of Lake. 

Helen was preceded in death by her parents; infant brother 
Freeman; sisters Loraine Kennedy, Sandra Boyce, and Kelly 
David; and infant twin Elizabeth. 

Funeral Services for Helen were held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
June 20, 2015, at the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Gym with Fred 
Cantu Jr. officiating. 



PLEASE REPORT ALL 

WILDLIFE VIOLATIONS 


To the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Police Department 



Dispatch: 989.775.4700 
Tip Line: 989.775.4775 


ATTENTION 

Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 

Veteran & Warrior Society Members 

Now Recruiting New Members 


Meetings Will be Held 

The 1 st Tuesday of the Month in Seniors Room 
Time: 6 p.m. I For More Information: 775-4175 



RESPECT IT. SECURE If. 


Project ChildSafe is a nationwide program 
promoting safe firearm handling and storage 
t practices through the distribution of free, cable-style 
locks. We are doing our part to promote safe 
storage, but we need your help! Call for details! 


Nimkee Fitness Center Group Exercise Schedule July 2015 


Time 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

8 a.m. 

Aqua Fit 

Sharon 


Aqua Fit 

Sharon 


Aqua Fit 

Sharon 

12:10 p.m. 

Women Weight 
Training 

Jayme 

Suspension Training 
Jayme 

Warrior Wednesday 
Jaden 

Women Weight 
Training 

Jayme 

Turbo Kick 

Jayme 

1:10 p.m. 



Turbo Kick 

Jayme 



5:10 p.m. 

Fat Blast 

Jayme 

Kick & Step 

Jeni 




5:30 p.m. 



Belly Dance 
Deanna 
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Notices 


Election Timeline 

2015 Primary & General Elections 

Aug. 6 - Sept. 4 | Candidate Packets available at the Tribal Clerk’s Office 

(Note: The Clerks Office will be closed on Monday-Labor Day, Sept. 7, 2015.) 

Sept. 4 | Deadline for Candidates to turn in Petitions 
Sept. 11 | Last day to register to vote for the Primary Election 

Sept. 14 | Deadline for Candidates to meet all aspects of the qualifications to be place on the 
final list of Candidates 

Sept. 15 | Final Candidate List Posted 

Sept. 18 | Absentee Ballots for Primary Election available in the office and mailed 

Oct. 2 | Last day to register to vote for the General Election 

Oct. 12 | 5:15 p.m. — Certification of Voting Machines 

Oct. 1 3 | Primary Election Day — Polls will be open from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. 

Oct. 16 | Absentee Ballots for General Election available in the office and mailed 

Nov. 2 | 5:15 p.m. — Certification of Voting Machines 

Nov. 3 | General Election Day — Polls will be open from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. 

For additional information, please contact the Tribal Clerk’s Office at 989 - 775 - 4054 . 



Repatriation 

continued from front page 

“They wanted to fly us out there, but we wanted to 
drive out there with the rest of the team to experience the 
feeling of bringing them back personally,” he said. “It was 
an adventure and a long ride, and we made it to New York 
and saw how big the museum is.” 

The American Museum of Natural History, located in 
Manhattan, is one of the largest in the world. The museum 
complex has 27 buildings that cover two city blocks and 
boasts 45 permanent exhibition halls, in addition to a plan- 
etarium and a library. 

“You could feel the heavy-hearted spirit of our ances- 
tors and the articles they had displayed,” Chief Pego said. 
“They had pipes, Midewiwin pelts and other sacred items 
that you know belonged to not only our Tribe, but tribes 
across the country. . . These are spiritual items that were 
used in ceremonies back in the day and they are displayed 
in this disrespectful manner. It made us wonder whose 
family the items belong to.” 

He said the ancestors would experience deep sadness 
for losing their spiritual items. 

“What would it be like if I passed on and my artifacts 
were displayed at a museum like this, how would my fam- 
ily feel about it?” he said. “I know someone would speak 
up and say you can’t display my daddy’s stuff like that: I 


know these items belong to others and there is a way other 
tribes can identify them and take their items home to their 
tribe like we are doing.” 

He said he mentioned to Martin the next goal should 
be to bring back those articles that belonged to ancestors. 

Even though there are no names on the articles, Chief 
Pego believes the spirit will lead, and the tmth will win 
out and those spiritual items will find their way home. He 
personally witnessed Ogitchedaw dmms in the museum’s 
possession with markings that go back to the 1600s. 

“I have the greatest respect for the Ziibiwing repatria- 
tion team and the work that MACPRA and NAGPRA do 
to get the ancestors returned to their home,” he said tear- 
fully. “This takes a lot of hard work and traveling across 
the country. This work also takes a lot of energy because 
your spirit is so involved with the responsibility of bring- 
ing them back. You know how it feels when you leave your 
home and you just want to get back. So can you imagine 
how the ancestors long to get back home to the earth. . . 
that place where they belong?” 

The journey of repatriation for him and his wife was 
like how they feel when completing Midewiwin ceremo- 
nies, he said. 

“You feel exhausted in mind, body, and spirit, but you 
also feel a sense of doing those good things that are people 
have done for centuries,” he said. “But you know in your 
heart it was the right thing to do.” 


A message from Nimkee Executive Health Director Karmen Fox: 


Nimkee Clinic has a new logo, the Saginaw Chippewa Health 
Board and Matthew Wright from the Tribal Observer worked 
together to create this beautiful design. 

Nimkee Clinic wants to leave their mark wherever they go; it 
was something the staff really wanted when I came onboard in 
September. The staff are really excited about the logo, the col- 
ors will be incorporated into the building during the renovation 
process. Nimkee Clinic hasn’t confirmed a starting date but the 
approval was passed by Tribal Council. The renovation process 
throughout the building will be will completed in phases. Watch 
for periodical updates as the project moves forward. 

Nimkee Clinic has extended hours: 

• Monday-Friday: Open at 7:30 a.m. 

for pharmacy ; labs and Contract Health Services 

• Tuesday evenings: Open until 8 p.m. 
for walk-in appointments 




July 24 th 

David Perez Sr. 

Happy 

Birthday 

Sweetie 


You can Quit! 
We can help! 

1-800-QMT-N0W 

1-800-784-8669 

www.michigan.gov/tobacco 

Funded by the Michigan Department of Community Health 


1 <©>•••• 




Services of the Quitline 


O Coaching-motivation and tips to help you quit 
O Educational materials 
O Referrals to local programs 
O Online coaching 
O Text-messaging 

O Free nicotine replacement therapy if you qualify 


Are you a SCIT Community 
Member between the ages 
of 15 & 25? 


Have you attended drug or alcohol 
treatment? We want to hear about 
your experiences and opinions. 


You are invited to participate in a 
qualitative research study and receive a 
$25 Tim Horton’s gift card. 

Participation includes a one to two hour 
interview at an agreed upon time and place. 
Your participation will be confidential. 


If you are interested in participating: 

Please contact Kehli Henry at: 
henrylka@msu.edu or call or text989. 307. 1414 

If someone you know may be interested in participating, 
please give them my name and contact information. 

**This study is being conducted with permission 
from the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council . 


Report Suspicious 
or Criminal Activity! 


Do Your Part In Stopping Crime! 

Assist Your Local Law Enforcement and 
Narcotics Enforcement Teams in Protecting 
the Future of Your Community! 

Protecting your children, family, community 
and future should be a priority! 



Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 

Dispatch: 989-775-4700 
Tip Line: 989-775-4775 

Bayanet (Narcotics Enforcement) 
Tip Line: 989-779-9697 
Anonymous and Confidential 
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^S^Tribal Council 


Chief 


Steven Pego, District 1 

Sub-Chief 

Lorna Kahgegab Call, District 1 


Treasurer 

Shelly Bailey, District 1 

Secretary 

Sandy Sprague, District 1 

Sergeant At-Arms 

Ron Nelson, District 2 


Tribal Chaplain 

Jennifer Wassegijig, District 1 

Council Member 

Delmar Jackson Sr., District 1 

Council Member 

Lindy Hunt, District 1 

Council Member 

Julius Peters, District 1 

Council Member 

Chip Neyome, District 1 

Council Member 

Tim J. Davis, District 1 

Council Member 

Michele Stanley, District 3 


e 


~ Wisdom 

To live with wisdom is to acquire and use 
experiences as guides for making equitable and 
mature decisions* 

~ Love 

To live our lives with love is to understand our 
capacity to realize, empathize, and nurture the 
needs of others, 

idamoowin ~ Respect 

To live with respect is to give mutual 
consideration for shared and differing ideas as 
well as for the world around us* 

— Bravery 

To be brave and have courage is to recognize our 
moral and mental strength and to do what is 
appropriate. 

~ Honesty 

To be honest is to recognize that we have the 
ability to live our lives with honor and integrity. 

~ Humility 

To live with humility is to recognize that we are 
all equal, we all make mistakes, we all like to 
have our success rewarded and to put others 
before ourselves, 

— Truth 

To live in truth is to recognize the difference 
between right and wrong and to be faithful to 
ourselves as well as the world around us even 
when the right way is not the easiest way. 



Youth Council plants sobriety tree to celebrate Earth Day 


N ATALIE SHAT T UCK 

Editor 

During Earth Day on Wednesday, April 22, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Youth Council planted a white pine tree for 
sobriety and wellness in the community. 

“The daily growth of the tree represents community 
members, and showcases the daily struggle for those with 
addictions,” said Tonya Jackson, Youth Council advisor. 

The tree was planted in front of the Nimkee Public 
Health entrance. 

Youth Council, Tribal Chief Steven Pego, Council 
Chaplain Jennifer Wassegijig, SCIT Public Relations 
representatives, and Nimkee Clinic employees were 
in attendance. 

Kenson Taylor, social director for Youth Council, 
hopes the tree brings happiness to the community. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Tribal Council and SCIT representatives attend 
the Youth Council white pine tree planting. 

“We (plant this tree) in a good way where our people 
come to get well,” Taylor said to those in attendance. 
“Miigwetch for joining Tribal Council, Youth Council 
and our community as we plant our gift of life.” 


Tribal youth Hart and Wemigwans to attend 
Florida baseball training 


KATH Y HART 

Contributing Writer 

Youth Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Members and cousins 
Charles Hart and Thomas Wemigwans Jr. were invited to 
attend the national baseball tryouts in Adrian, Mich, for the 
Baseball Factory. 

Hart and Wemigwans were chosen to attend a select 
training and competition at Pirate City in Bradenton, Fla. 

The training will take place Nov. 12-15, 2015 and 
include: 

• Nine to 10 hours of on-field time per day, 1 1 to 12 hour 
commitment total per day. 

• Competing in games and scrimmages against players 
from 15 states. 

• Training with instructors as well as the Pirates City 
roving instructors. 

• One coach for every four to five players. 

• The cost is $2,299, which includes all amenities 


(room, board, meals, uniform, laundry, local transporta- 
tion) for Hart at the event. Airfare is not included. 

Baseball Factory helps build the most complete stu- 
dent athletes on and off the field. By providing world- 
class instruction, life-changing experiences, and new 
opportunities, they help student athletes achieve their 
dreams of playing college baseball. 

This is a great opportunity for these boys to improve 
their baseball skills, and they are pretty excited to have 
been chosen to participate in this training and competition. 

A fundraiser will be scheduled to offset the cost 
for the boys’ trip. A spaghetti and salad dinner may be 
held Wednesday, July 1 or Wednesday, July 15, at the 
Faith Indian Church of Nazarene. 

A raffle will be held for a beautifully beaded Detroit 
Tigers pendant with approval. Tickets for the pendant 
are one for $5 or four for $10. The drawing will be 
held at the end of July. 



National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
and the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 


want to remind you to 



Tribal Observer 

Boozhu! The Tribal Observer, a monthly newspaper, is published on the first of each month. 

To contact Tribal Observer staff, please call 989-775-4010, or email: obsorver@sagchip.org. 

To change your mailing address, please contact the Tribal Clerk’s office at 989-775-4055. 
Community advertisements will not be accepted over the phone. 

Submissions from the Tribal community 
are encouraged and can be sent to: 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
c/o Tribal Observer 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

Subscription rates are $30 per year. 

Story ideas, articles and photographs from the community are always welcome. The Tribal Observer reserves the 
right to edit and/or refuse any submissions or advertisements for publication. The Tribal Observer is published 
by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan and is subject to an editorial review process. 

The views expressed within the Tribal Observer do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tribal Observer, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe, the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council, The Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort or its employees 
or any other enterprise of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. The Tribal Observer works to uphold the highest 
integrity in news reporting and supports the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968. 



Native American Journalist* Association 


Tribal Observer Advertising 

If you would like to advertise your business, please contact the Tribal Observer at 
989-775-4010 for more information. 

Announcements - Including birthday, wedding, engagement, congratulations, etc., costs $10 and is open to 
Tribal members, community members and employees. Double-sized announcements are $20. 

Political ads - All political ads will be 1/4 page and have a red border stating as such. The cost is $500. Political 
ads may include, but are not limited to: any opinion or advertisement that is political in nature, and/or any Letter 
to the Editor that does not conform to guidelines. 


Tribal Observer Subscription Form 

Please send $30 for the annual subscription. Checks may be made out to SCIT. 


Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip code: 


Please mail form to: 

Tribal Observer 
Attn: Subscriptions 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Contact Information: 

Phone: 989-775-4010 
Email: Observer@Sagchip.org 

www.Sagchip.org/TribalObserver 
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Community, 


New Mexico Native Cartoonist Ricardo Cate to be featured at NativeFest 


J OSEPH V. SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

Out of all of the Native artists 
and cartoonists in the U.S., only 
one is currently working and 
developing new material every 
day. . . his name is Ricardo Cate. 

As a Native cartoonist who 
has worked for the Santa Fe 
New Mexican newspaper for 
the last eight years, Cate is also 
a father, a teacher, a film maker, 
a stand-up comic and keeper 
of his Kewa (Santo Domingo 
Pueblo) heritage. 

His cartoon “Without 
Reservations” reaches more 
than 60,000 people daily. 

“Just like with all Native car- 
toon characters, I drew the reg- 
ular warrior characters and... 
I came up with my character, 
The Chief,” Cate said. “Just 
like the westerns that had the 
cavalry and the Indians, I had 
a (George Armstrong) Custer- 
looking character who wasn’t 
Custer because I didn’t want 
to be limited with The General 
and how I used him. I’m glad I 
took that approach because The 
Chief could be the chief of any 


plains tribe. In looking back at 
it, I’m glad I never gave The 
Chief character a distinct tribe 
because that would have had 
limits also.” 

As the story lines in his daily 
cartoon progressed, more than 
five years ago Cate knew that 
his character The Chief repre- 
sented Natives everywhere and 
where The General represented 
the so-called dominant culture 
and the comic foil of the strip. 

“The character of The Chief 
may not have all the answers 
for his people, but he is a trust- 
worthy leader all the same,” 
he said. “The conversations 
between the two become pretty 
dynamic and it’s very cool to 
watch it and see what tran- 
spires. That’s where it kind of 
takes on a life of its own.” 

Cate has the similar chal- 
lenges that many Hollywood 
actors and filmmakers endure 
with stereotypes. The bias 
is still a part of the cartoon 
industry. 

“That’s what my cartoon is 
based on; where I use feathers 
and loin cloths in the strip, but 
that’s not what my cartoons are 



all about,” he said. “It’s about 
the punch line and the situations 
that make people both laugh and 
think. It’s not as much about 
how they live, but it is about the 
message I try to get across.” 

As Cate prepares his stand-up 
routine for his July 22 appear- 
ance at Ziibiwing Center's 
NativeFest, he remains clear to 
what it means to be a traditional 
Kewa man. 

“Just like when anyone 
comes to a Reservation, 



people want to know who 
they are and where they come 
from,” he said. “That’s where 
the humor that Native people 
relate to because we appreci- 
ate our laughter and the heri- 
tage we all share. Whether 
you’re from the southwest or 
the Great Lakes, we all have 
a certain point of view, and I 
look forward to sharing some 
laughs and my perspective... 
I’ve heard a lot of good things 
about Michigan, and this is 



my first trip out there and I’m 
looking forward to meeting 
the people.” 

Cate will have his work on 
display at NativeFest and he 
will be doing a book signing 
on July 23 from 1-3 p.m. at the 
Ziibiwing Center. 

In addition, Cate books can 
be purchased at the Ziibiwing 
Center Gift Shop, and he will 
have a vendor booth at the 31st 
annual Saginaw Chippewa 
Powwow July 24-26. 


Cartoonist Ricardo Cate, from Kewa (Santo Domingo Pueblo), will be performing 
during Ziibiwing Center’s NativeFest on the July 22 Music and Comedy Night. On 
Thursday, July 23, Cate will offer a book signing from 1-3 p.m. His book “Without 
Reservation” will be available at the Ziibiwing Gift Shop. 


Indigenous Arts Market award recipient, Ricketts, teaches beadwork workshop 


NATALIE SHAT TUCK 

Editor 

As the 2014 Circle of Indigenous 
Arts Market People’s Choice 
Award recipient, Alice Jo 
Ricketts has an abundance of 
beadwork knowledge. Ricketts 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Alice Jo Ricketts taught 
“The Art of Beadwork 
Workshop” May 18-22 at 
the Ziibiwing Center. 


taught her artistic skills during the 
Ziibiwing Center-hosted, Charles 
Schwab-sponsored Artist-in- 
Residence “The Art of Beadwork 
Workshop” May 18-22. 

Ricketts taught 28 adults dur- 
ing a five-day workshop 5:30-8 
p.m., $35 per person with all 
materials provided. 

“I taught the students how to 
make earrings with Swarovski 
gems, and mid-week I taught 
them how to make medallions 
and necklaces,” Ricketts said. 
“Some made sports logos, 
some created their own designs; 
strawberries, Ojibwe floral and 
butterflies. The students were 
excited to see what they could 
create. Many of them were easy 
to teach and caught on quickly.” 

Now 49 years old, she 
began beading when she was 
1 1 years old. 

“I started getting interested 
in beading when I was a child 


because I would watch my 
older cousins and sister work 
on projects,” she said. “As I 
watched them, I decided to 
give it a try. I actually taught 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Ricketts’ beautiful bead- 
work was on display for 
her 28 workshop partici- 
pants to view. 


myself to bead from watch- 
ing them.” 

During the final day for the 
2014 Indigenous Arts Market, 
Ricketts won the People’s Choice 
Award for her “Jiijak Kwe” 
(Crane woman) bandolier bag. 

She said winning was one of 
the most exciting things she’s 
ever experienced and that ban- 
dolier bag is her favorite 
piece she’s ever made. 


Her advice to beginner headers 
is to “never give up on your proj- 
ects. So many times I would want 
to give up, but as I worked on it 
and saw the progression, I would 
see beauty coming forth. I often 
mention beadwork is like people; 
we are all a work in progress.” 

Her beadwork may be 
viewed on her Facebook 
page at facebook.com/public/ 
Alice-Jo-Ricketts. 
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Shawl ceremony at Saganing Powwow brings awareness of healing through culture 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The strong presence of Anishinabe Kwe graced the arena as 
the “Healing Through Culture and Art Shawl Collection" par- 
ticipants support American Indian heart health awareness. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

The beauty and pageantry of 
powwow regalia has continued 
throughout history. However, 
Native teachings lead us to 
share important messages in a 
good way. 

Saganing Traditional Powwow 
emcee Bucko Teeple provided an 
introduction of dancers for the 
“Healing Though Culture and 
Art Shawl Collection” in sup- 
port of American Indian Heart 
Health Awareness June 20. 

Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwe 
Member RJ Smith served as 
arena director and led the 
women into the circle. 

The shawl program was 
created by Suzanne Cross, 
Saginaw Chippewa tribal 
elder, and made its initial debut 



The Tribute Shawl 

Suzanne Cross, SCIT 

on May 20 at the Riverbank 
Powwow in Lansing, Mich. 

“The collection created with 
a cultural approach to increase 
awareness and to empha- 
size cardiac health and care,” 
Cross said. “As a survivor of 
a heart attack and open heart 
surgery, I created 13 shawls in 


recognition of the 13 moons 
from our Ojibwe Creation 
Story. Each shawl has its own 
story designed to encourage 
American Indian women at 
all stages in life to recognize 
the importance of the value of 
changing life ways to prolong 
and save lives.” 

Cross said the project 
vision came to her during the 
healing process after surgery 
as she recalled positive events 
in her life that embodied each 
of the shawls. 

She was also very mindful 
to commend those women who 
donated their time and effort 
at the Riverbank and Saganing 
Powwows. 

“Each dancer received a 
beautiful beaded bag from a 
collection that was given to 
me by my colleague and friend 
Lorraine Pierce,” Cross said. 


“My sister was a social worker 
who worked extensively with 
older adults. She had a history 
of heart disease, a major heart 
attack and walked on Aug. 10, 
2014. She would have loved 
the beauty and what this cer- 
emony means to many and her 


gifts she has freely given lives 
on within us.” 

Teeple welcomed each 
Anishinabe Kwe into the arena 
and gave a brief explanation of 
who each member was, what 
nation they represented and why 
they were dancing their shawl in. 



Survivors Shawl 

Charmaine Shawana, SCIT 



Red Dress Shawl 

Darcy Pilar, SCIT 



Expecting with 
Daughter Shawl 

Renata Borton, SCIT 




Southwest Shawl 

Rachel Butzian, 

St. Regis Mohawk 


Honor Veterans Shawl 

Stoney Polman, Ojibwa 
and Tuscarora 



Observer photos by Joseph Sowmick 

Elder’s Shawl 

Connie Frieberger, SCIT 



Mother’s Shawl Young Mother’s Shawl 

Eva Menefee, Oneida Stephanie Spencer, SCIT 


SCIT Shawl 

Jolene Quinlan, SCIT 


Teen Butterfly Shawl 

Christina Benz, SCIT 


Pre-Teen Floral Shawl 

Emille Morley, SCIT 


Child’s Shawl 

Avian a Gomez, SCIT 
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Honoring Saganing Traditional Powwow offers something for everyone 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

The beautiful part of heading over 
to the Saganing Outreach Center 
from Tribal Operations in Mount 
Pleasant is getting to enjoy the 
sunny side of Michigan. 

Many Tribal Members 
joined Tribal departments as 
they made that journey over to 
SCIT’s District Two to join the 
At-Large Program at the 2015 
Honoring Saganing Traditional 
Powwow on June 20-21. 

As the Anishinabe 
Ogitchedaw Veterans Warrior 
Society prepared the medicine 
and brought in the eagle staffs 
and flags, Public Relations 
Director Frank Cloutier 
offered tobacco to the dancers 
and dignitaries, and At-Large 
Powwow Committee staffer 
Lisa Peters offered “heart ber- 
ries” to the participants. 

District Two Tribal Council 
Member Ron Nelson was 
recognized by emcee Bucko 
Teeple, a tribal elder and pipe 
carrier from the Bay Mills 
Indian Community. 

“A traditional powwow is 
both a social and cultural event 
where we get to look at some 
beautiful dancing and won- 
derful regalia,” Teeple said. 
“It gives us an opportunity to 
share our songs and who we 
are and all of that is important 
to us. Families are very impor- 
tant to powwows because they 
travel together, they camp 
together... this is how we get 
to share our culture with oth- 
ers from the community and it 
helps teach the children to be 
responsible adults.” 

Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwe 
Member RJ Smith served as 



A Tribal youth dances 
with her fancy rainbow 
shawl regalia. 

arena director, with Head Male 
Dancer Eric Sowmick and 
Head Female Dancer Darcy 
Pilar joining Head Veteran 
Darryl Jackson (U.S. Marine 
Corps) to lead dancers into 
grand entry. 

Jackson posted the Saginaw 
Chippewa eagle staff followed 
by U.S. Navy Veteran Larry 
Peters posting the warrior staff. 

Jonathan Cabrel of the U.S. 
Navy carried in the Chief 
Pontiac eagle staff and Cecil 
John (U.S. Army) brought in 
the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
flag. 

Other flag postings 
included: U.S. Stars and 
Stripes (Joe Big Joe), Canada 
Maple Leaf (Jim Adams), 
State of Michigan (Sharon Big 
Joe), followed by the service 
flags of the U.S. Army (David 
Perez), U.S. Marine Corps 
(Jerry Moggo), U.S. Navy 
(Delmar Jackson Jr.), U.S. Air 
Force (Richard Bagley) and 
posting the Prisoner of War 
flag was Tony Perry. 

Host Drum Spirit Lake 
Singers from Petoskey kept the 
dancers moving with Southern 
Straight Drum from Athens 
sharing the arbor. 



Female dancers require 
stamina when they wear 
the women’s traditional 
body length bone regalia. 

Teeple gave a special recog- 
nition to the Pamame Family 
who tended the sacred fire at 
the eastern door throughout 
the weekend. 

Perez offered a touching 
blessing and good words for 
all in attendance. 

“We thank all the folks from 
across the U.S. and Canada 
for coming today and we wel- 
come you in the same way the 
Great Spirit welcomes us with 
a good heart,” he said. “Our 
Creator gives us the blessings 
and strength we need, as a 
people, as we ask for under- 
standing in a merciful way. 
We are thankful for the faces 
here today; man, woman and 
child, to participate in some- 
thing that has been going on 
forever with our Native peo- 
ple. As we listen to the drum, 
we know the heartbeat within 
our people is strong.” 

Numerous additional indi- 
viduals made the 2015 pow- 
wow possible including: 

• The arbor construc- 
tion: Dan Bennett, Facilities; 
Tracy Chamberlain, Facilities; 
Jonathan Ayling, Ziibiwing 
Warehouse; Ron Defoy, 
Facilities; Michael Hunt, 



Anishinabe Kwe “Healing Through Culture 
and Art” shawl dancers grace the arena. 


SCIT Housing Manager April Borton 
and her granddaughters dance with 
strawberries in hand. 




Observer photos by Natalie Shattuck 

The Denman family danced a memorial song with 
the jingle dress dancers. 



The cedar arbor provided much needed shade for the 
Spirit Lake Singers and Southern Straight. 


SECR Hotel Maintenance; and 
Josh Gloria, Facilities. 

• Denise Pelcher: For fund- 
raising and working diligently 
throughout the weekend. 

• At-Large Program team: 
Craig Graveratte, Mikki 
Marcotte, Gloria Pung. 

• Ayling and the ZCS 
Warehouse and SECR Facilities 
teams for assisting in pulling 
cedar out of the knee-deep mud. 

• Frank Cloutier: For his 
assistance throughout the 
weekend, and for signing the 
Powwow Committee up for the 
“Mac and Cheese Bake Off’ 
competition. The team took first 
place in the competition. 

The 2015 sponsors included: 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield of 
Michigan, Chemical Bank, 
Dependable Sewer, Hantz Group, 
Hogen Adams PLLC, SCIT 
Housing Department, Idzior 
Furniture, Konwiski Construction 
Inc., Krapohl Ford & Lincoln, 
Little Town Jerkey, O & O 
Advertising, RCL Construction 
Co. Inc., Real Integrated.com, 
Saganing Eagles Landing 
Casino, Seventh Generation, 
Soil &Management Eng. 
Inc., Sterling Excavation Inc., 
Superior Concrete, Sweeney- 
Kem MFG., The Printer (TPI) 
and United Apartments. 



This Tribal teen dazzles 
the crowd with her match- 
ing boots and mini dress. 



Head Dancer Eric Sowmick 
looks sharp in his men’s 
traditional regalia. 



Head Female Dancer Darcy Pilar joins Head 
Veteran Darryl Jackson (middle) and Eric 
Sowmick (right) as they dance an honor 
song for the veterans. 




Rachel Mae Dennis-Butzin and 
Charles Butzin dance a Southern 
Straight intertribal. 


Emcee Bucko Teeple reads 
through the list of warriors 
after the flag song. 



Okima II David Perez car- 
ries the U.S. Army flag. 
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Opiate-heroin discussion unleashed during Traditional Talking Circle 


NAT ALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

With a growing heroin epi- 
demic affecting the country, the 
Seventh Generation Program 
hosted an opiate-heroin abuse 
Traditional Talking Circle in 
the Elijah Elk Cultural Center 
to raise awareness on the issue. 

Tribal Council representa- 
tives, law enforcement and 
Behavioral Health counselors 
were a portion of the audience. 

Seventh Generation Director 
Milton Pelcher provided the 
June 12 opening remarks. 

“If you want to help this 
community, you need to 
stay on track,” Pelcher said. 
“Humor is one of the greatest 
healers of all... I hope people 
working in the counseling field 
know the Anishinaabe belief 
system if they practice tradi- 
tion. If they are Christian, take 
them to church... Revamp the 
system that needs to be set up 
with certain individuals.” 

Frank Cloutier, public rela- 
tions director, presented a 
video of Tribal Chief Steven 
Pego speaking who was regret- 
tably unable to attend. 

“These drugs are taking our 
children’s lives,” said Chief 
Pego in the video. “Heroin 
robs your spirit.” 

Facilitating the discussion 
were Traditional Healers Jake 
and Mary Pine and Central 
Michigan University lecturer 
Marty Malcolm. 

Malcolm is a lecturer II 
at CMU’s School of Health 
Science in the Herbert H. 
and Grace A. Dow College 
of Health Professions. He has 
worked at CMU for 11 years 
and teaches substance abuse 
and community health courses. 

He was previously 
employed with the Tribe for 
five years as a clinical supervi- 
sor for Behavioral Health. 

“Most heroin addicts start 
out with using prescription 


drugs,” he said. “The addicts 
then switch to heroin because 
it is cheaper.” 

Attendees questioned the 
reason behind why community 
members begin using in the 
first place. 

“Maybe it’s not about why 
they started using, but how do 
we get them to stop,” Malcolm 
said. “Within the past five 
years in the young adult com- 
munity, coping has gone out 
the door. Young adults don’t 
know how to cope; they don’t 
know what to do next.” 

The concerns of helping 
addicts recover while continuing 
to honor tradition was addressed. 

Debbie Robb, outpa- 
tient clinic coordinator, 
said Behavioral Health is 
often effective with healing 
processes. 

“It’s sometimes easy to 
not notice the success stories 
occurring in the community,” 
Robb said. “With our intake 
workers... we honor tradi- 
tion... There are successes. 
We learn from the successes 
of people moving on, living 
healthier lifestyles.” 

Robb had advice not only 
for the Tribal community, but 
all parents and individuals. 

“Grow healthy children so we 
aren’t healing broken adults,” 
she said. “Adults who have trau- 
matic experiences most likely 
had a disrupted childhood.” 

One attendee mentioned 
problems addicts face when 
attending a fire or funeral for 
a loved one. 

A lot of people don’t under- 
stand how to attend a fire. 
People may be ashamed to 
show up to fires or funerals in 
that state of mind, he said. 

Behavioral Health Substance 
Abuse Counselor Robert Storrer 
discussed the importance of pre- 
vention and treatment. 

“Prevention is an opportu- 
nity to figure out what your 
purpose may be because it’s 



MlGIZI 

Economic Development Co. 


Positions Now Available! 


Apply today at 

www.migiziedc.com 



Several Tribal Members and employees joined in the Seventh Generation’s Elijah Elk 
Cultural Center to discuss the heroin and opiate epidemic. 



Opiate-Heroin Traditional Talking 
Circle speakers Marty Malcolm, and 
Jake and Mary Pine, facilitate the 
June 12 discussion. 


gone,” Storrer said. “It is 
important to convey the mes- 
sage that (addicts) are not 
alone and there is a way out... 
It takes some sort of crisis, 
either individually or within 
their family, before someone 
taps them on their shoulder 
and tells them they need to get 
some help.” 

Storrer said the support the 
treatment center receives is 
phenomenal. 

“I don’t think we have ever 
given up on anyone,” he said. 

Tribal Police Sergeant Scott 
Bailey said individuals can- 
not point fingers at just one 
department to remove drugs 
from the area, but it takes an 
entire community. 

“One thing people need to 
do is take care of one another,” 
Bailey said. 

He suggested checking on 
neighbors, and if someone is 
feeling down, talk to them. 

Tribal Council Secretary 
Sandy Sprague was in atten- 
dance and spoke on behalf of 
the Tribal governance. She dis- 
cussed the procedures to remov- 
ing drugs from the community. 

“As your leadership, we 
don’t have all the answers,” 
Sprague said. “The best we can 


do is support our 
(recovery) educa- 
tors and become 
educated our- 
selves. We have 
many programs in 
order to do so.” 

Issues of phar- 
macy clients 
receiving opiates 
as medication 
were addressed. 

“There are five 
medical provid- 
ers in the Nimkee 
Medical Clinic who are proac- 
tive,” said Margaret Steslicki, 
the clinic director. “Every 
patient on opiates has to sign a 
contract. The medical provid- 
ers often have to refuse opiates 
to clients.” 

Jake and Mary Pine also gave 
their words of wisdom. Mary 
is from the Wiwemikong First 
Nation, Ontario, Canada and 
Jake is from the Garden River 
First Nation, Ontario Canada. 

Mary Pine offered advice to 
community members, “Check 
on your teenagers. Find out 
what they’re doing and who 
they are hanging out with.” 

Participants discussed what 
the community needs to do to 
get addicts to want to change. 


“I don’t know what goes 
through an addicts mind, but it 
takes teamwork as a commu- 
nity,” Sprague said. “We make 
decisions from (Council) 
chambers and all we can do is 
hope the decisions work. There 
are a lot of things in this com- 
munity we struggle with... All 
I can do is encourage, support, 
and learn.” 

Behavioral Health’s 

Residential Treatment Services 
is a community-based pro- 
gram catering to the needs of 
Native Americans who want to 
begin the journey to recovery. 
For individuals interested in 
becoming part of the program, 
or for more information, call 
989 - 775 - 4850 . 


Tribal and Mount Pleasant Police collect 
prescription drugs dropped off 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Tribal Police Sergeant Scott Bailey (left) and Jeff Browne, 
Mount Pleasant public information officer, collected 11 pounds 
of pills at the Isabella County Commission on Aging event. 


NATALI E SHAT TUCK 

Editor 

On May 28, 2015, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Police 
Department and the Mount 
Pleasant Police Department 
hosted a Prescription Drug Drop- 
Off event during the Isabella 
County Commission on Aging’s 
Health and Wellness Expo. 

The collection allowed resi- 
dents to drop off unwanted or 
outdated prescription medication 
ensuring that the prescriptions 
were disposed of in a safe man- 
ner. It also kept the drugs out 
of the hands of people who 
would misuse them as well as 


keeping them from entering 
landfills and groundwater. 

Tribal Police Sergeant Scott 
Bailey and Jeff Browne, public 


information officer of the Mt. 
Pleasant Police Department, 
collected 11 pounds of pills 
throughout the day. 
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Behavioral Health Program 

Offers intake and counseling appointments in Saganing 


A Behavioral Health therapist is at the Saganing Tribal 
Center two days per month. 

To schedule an appointment, please contact 
Behavioral Health Program’s front office at 989.775.4850 


Please contact Lacie 
Kelly at 989.775.4873 
if you have any 
questions or need 
additional information. 
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Editorial: The power of prayer: An open letter to my community 


BONNIE EKDAHL 

Contributing Writer 

I would like to take a moment of 
your time to plant a seed, to give 
you something to think about. It’s 
an idea that came from a lot of 
people who have shared with me. 

There came a point when 
I understood what I needed 
to share with the community; 
some call it an epiphany. I 
decided to take the risk and put 
it out there. 

I know there are many in our 
community who are experi- 
encing emotional and physical 
pain and sadness. They grieve 
for their sons and daughters, 
their grandchildren, nephews 
and nieces, aunties and uncles 
who have become lost to us. 


Some are lost in the nightmare 
of substance abuse and addiction, 
along with all the sorrow that 
comes with that existence. 

We shed tears and support each 
other because we are blessed with 
compassionate hearts but often 
feel helpless and don’t know 
what to do to stop the cycle. 

Here is the idea: What kind 
of effort would it take to pick 
one week out of the year to 
focus on prayers and fasting 
for our community? With all 
the resources and programs 
we have, I believe we could do 
this in a good, safe way. 

I am talking about a united 
effort of resources; inviting all 
the spiritual denominations in our 
community, working in unison at 
their individual spiritual places 


for one week to pray have passed 
away, are suffering, and for those 
who are lost. This would be a 
time when individuals would fast 
and sacrifice themselves for the 
love of our relatives. 

Would you fast for someone 
you love? 

Throughout the years, I often 
heard about the power of prayer, 
and as I get older, I have become 
a little wiser about what that 
means. Did you know there are 
scientific research studies about 
the power of prayer? Within these 
studies, scientists had to concede 
that the prayer worked. 

Did you know there are groups 
who gathered and prayed at the 
shores of dying lakes and over 
time the lake began to heal? I 
read a lot and of course there is 


the internet. . . there are lots of sto- 
ries about the healing that takes 
place as a result of prayer. To try 
something different, if we worked 
together for that one week, all 
together we would ask Gchi 
Manito for help and with faith to 
help us find the path to wellness, 
to healing our community. 

Think it over. . . ask the lead- 
ers, the elders, your friends: 
Would I, could I, fast for the love 
of my relatives? 

Is there one among you, in 
your circle of family and friends, 
who has good health and will rep- 
resent you and sacrifice for this 
effort to bring healing to our rela- 
tives, to ourselves? 

I encourage you to take 
action... take the step to cre- 
ate the movement of healing 
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Tribal Member Bonnie 
Ekdahl enters the circle dur- 
ing the Saganing Traditional 
Powwow grand entry with 
her grandson, Michael. 

through prayer and fasting. It 
can only help us. I offer these 
words with much love and 
respect to my community. 


ancestors knew there would be a time for everything 


Editorial: Our 

CHARMAINE SHAWANA 

Contributing Writer 

I was thinking about the 
strength of our ancestors yes- 
terday. It amazes me the more 
I think about it. 

I’ve seen the paintings and 
the drawings of them by the 
explorers and early colonists. 
It doesn’t do them any justice. 
They are either naked or look- 
ing so exotic that you barely 
recognize them. 


But I know our ancestors must 
have been so smart to have sur- 
vived in such a hostile climate. 
Although there is plenty of food 
here in the Great Lakes, the win- 
ters are so harsh. 

I saw a drawing once of a 
wigwam that had ventilation and 
insulation. It was great. Imagine 
the cold winters and effort it took 
to find food and shelter. Imagine 
raising children in those climates, 
even babies. 

Our relatives knew all 


about the stars, sun, moon, and 
weather. They knew how to 
read the clouds and all about the 
stars. The stars helped them to 
dictate when to plant crops, and 
when to harvest them. The stars 
and the sky patterns were the 
guide to so much more. 

The placement of the sun and 
the moon were the dictators of 
lots knowledge of everyday life. 

Since there were no clocks or 
watches, people had to be acutely 
aware of the earth and what was 


going on by reading the sun, 
clouds stars. 

They had to know about what 
to harvest and how. They had to 
know about plants and what and 
where to harvest berries, and 
other wild fruits and nuts. 

Our ancestors knew all about 
the seasons, too, they knew what 
to plant and where. What types of 
soils were good for what crops, 
how to best grow what and where. 

All in all, it was a pretty harsh 
life, but imagine the skill in 


making a fire without matches, 
building a shelter and having the 
skill and knowledge do it, in the 
worst of conditions. 

I watch those TV shows 
about life in Alaska and the sur- 
vivor shows and it amazes me 
to see what our ancient relatives 
had to know and what we take 
for granted living in this 21st 
century life. 

Next time you campout, or go 
for a walk in the Great Outdoors, 
think about it. . . 


Experience the fascinating history and rich culture of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan at the Midwest’s Premier American Indian Museum ^ 




ZllBIWING 
CENTER 

OPEN MONDAY- 1 
SATURDAY 
10am- 6pm 

Ziibiwing Center • 6650 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 989.775.4750 • www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing 


DIKINAAGAN/CRADLEBOARD 

WORKSHOP 


August 3-7 
5pm-7pm 


SUNDANCE and ^ ZIIBIWING CENTER 

m ss® 


INSTITUTE 




Space limited 

Accepting 
first 10 
registrants! 


$75 fee 

Call to register 
989 . 775.4747 




COMMUNITY FILM SCREENING 

(AT CELEBRATION! CINEMA) 

& YOUTH FILMMAKING WORKSHOP 
(at ZIIBIWING CENTER) 

FRIDAY, JULY 31 -SATURDAY, AUGUST 1, 2015 


REE & OPEN 
70 THE PUBLIC 


REGISTRATION 
REQUIRED FOR WORKSHOP 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 
OR TO REGISTER YOUTH 
FOR WORKSHOP 
CAU. GLENNA GENEREAU) 
AT 989.775.4744 



FOR MOVIE INFORMATION VISIT 



CO-SPONSORED BY SUNDANCE INSTITUTES NATIVE AND INDIGENOUS PROGRAM AND THE ZIIBIWING CENTER 



OUTDOOR MOVIE 

j ^sskkss* 

JULY 29 • 9PM-HPM 


Flfttii St OPEN TO Til F PUBLIC 


NATIVE SKYWATCHERS 
CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP 
WITH CHRISTINE SYE 

SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2015 . 1 1AM-4PM 


a 

Larry “Pun” I 
Plamondon 


1 t. * 


FREE EVENT 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 


An event in conjunction with Native Skywatchers: Reach for 
the Art in the Sky on display now through September 26, 2015. 


AMERICAN 

INDIAN 

DANCES 

SHOWS: 
12pm, 
2pm & 4pm 

FREE & OPEN 
TO THE 
PUBLIC 

JULY 4 

Men’s & 
Women’s 
Traditional 

JULY 11 

Men’s Grass 
& Women’s 
Jingle 

JULY 18 

Men’s Fancy 
Feather & 
Women’s 
Fancy Shawl 


UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• Art Walk Central August 1-22 

• Cradleboard Workshop August 3-7 

• World Indigenous Peoples Day August 8 

• Fiber Woven Bags Workshop August 17-21 

BLUE STAR MUSEUM THRU 9/5/20 1 5 

NATIVE SKYWATCHERS EXHIBIT THRU 9/26/20 1 5 


0 P£ N 

;$> c 




A 3 Day Celebration of American Indian Culture 


INDIAN CAR BINGO Tuesday, July 21 • 6-9pm 

(Rain or Shine) Registration starts at 4:30pm 
$15 per person • Fabulous prizes 
GRAND PRIZE: $1,000 in Gift Cards 

All proceeds will support educational and cultural programming at the Ziibiwing Center. 



NativeFest Welcomes 
Ricardo Cate! 



MUSIC & COMEDY NIGHT 

Wednesday, July 22 • 6-9pm 

• LIVE MUSIC: 

6-6:45pm • Karaoke Night 



Comedian, Cartoonist, 
Film Maker and Author 

(www.ricardocate.com) 

Live Performance 
Wednesday, July 22 


• COMEDY SHOW: 

7- 7 :45pm • Youth & Adult Comedy Slam 

8- 9:00pm • Comedian Ricardo Cate 

• FAMILY FUN: 

6:45-7pm Hula Hoop Contests 
7:45-8pm Hi-Lo Game 

Kid’s Bouncers • Face Painting 
Balloon Animals • $5 Caricatures 

Music & Comedy Night 
Co-Sponsors: 



Art Display & Book Signing 
with Ricardo Cate 

Thursday, July 23 
l-3pm 

Art work from the Ricardo Cate Collection 

on display 

July 23 thru July 30 • 10am-6pm 



m 


IHaJRANCE SERVICES 
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“Michigan Chillers” author Johnathan Rand shares talent with local youth 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Author and Indian River Native Johnathan Rand 
receives assistance from area youth as he shares 
one of his trademark “Michigan Chillers” stories. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

The “Chillermaniacs” were out in 
full force June 13 and descended 
upon the Soaring Eagle Waterpark 
and Hotel to meet Michigan 
author Johnathan Rand. His 
fan club was enthralled as Rand 
shared his talent and passion and 
stressed the importance of read- 
ing and writing. 

“I love sharing my love for 
reading and writing, and for a 
particular event like this, I see 
a lot of parent involvement and 
families coming out, and they are 


encouraging their kids to read and 
write,” Rand said. “A lot of kids 
in third, fourth or fifth grade don’t 
realize how important reading 
and writing will be for their life, 
no matter what they choose to do, 
and getting kids at this age to read 
for fun and pleasure is so key and 
such a big deal.” 

“Anytime I see kids com- 
ing at me with lights in their 
eyes and excited about reading 
books, whether they are mine 
or those written by others, is 
inspiring,” he said. 

Gina Borushko, sales and 
marketing specialist for Migizi 


Economic Development 

Company, said more than 60 
children attended the 1 p.m. 
and 6 p.m. event along with 
the evening “creepy campfire 
chillers” stories. 

“(Rand) taught the crowd 
how to do the ‘spooky laugh,’ a 
critical factor when he is writing 
scary stories,” Borushko said. 
“He also mentioned that books 
are an adventure and you can go 
anywhere you want while reading 
a book.” 

Tribal Education Librarian 
Anne Heidemann said the Tribal 
Library carries Rand’s books and 
they’re popular. 

“It’s so exciting to have a 
renowned author like Johnathan 
Rand visit our community,” 
Heidemann said. “We, at the 
Tribal Library, feel so lucky to 
be able to cooperate with Migizi 
and the Soaring Eagle Waterpark; 
they donated a full set of signed 
Johnathan Rand books which 
everyone can enter to win during 
our summer reading program.” 

“ Wiidsendaanan Mziniganan” 
(Walk With Books), as well as 
a signed poster was donated to 
the library. 

“Reading during the summer 
is so important for people of all 
ages, and for kids, it helps them 
do better in school when they 
return in the fall,” Heidemann 
said. “It shows reading can be fun 


for everyone and is a great way 
to take a mental vacation or leam 
new things.” 

Every child in attendance 
received a free “Michigan 
Chillers” poster to have 
autographed. 

Rand spoke fondly of his 
growing up in the “Land of the 
Great Lakes.” 

“The Michigan Chillers series 
allows me to share my love of the 
state; being bom and raised (in 
Michigan) and many of the kids 
here. . . can relate to some of these 
places I’m writing about,” Rand 
said. “Petoskey, Traverse City, 
Mackinaw Island, Saginaw. . . 
these are the places the kids are 
familiar with.” 

“It brings it home when 
you see a title like ‘Dinosaurs 
Destroy Detroit’, and as far- 
fetched as it may seem, it can be 
magical and I latched onto those 


possibilities at an early age and 
that’s what I’m hoping kids do 
with my books,” he said. 

Rand does get a chance to 
inject some humor in his creative 
writing exploits, like his book 
“Kreepy Klowns of Kalamazoo”, 
his seventh book in the Michigan 
Chillers series. 

“I traveled all over the 
state and spent some time in 
Kalamazoo trying to come up 
with some titles,” he said. “I was 
looking at this clown theme and 
because Kalamazoo started with 
a ‘K’, I decided I’m the author 
and I’m saying clown starts with 
a K too and I’ll figure out a way 
to make this work.” 

For anyone looking for 
an interesting summer read, 
take a chapter from the 
“Chillermaniacs” and wrap this 
summer around a good book. . . 
available at the Tribal Library! 


Saganing Culture Group 



Courtesy of Beatrice Jackson 


The Saganing Tribal Center Men and Women’s Culture 
Group meets the first Wednesday of the month. 
Photographed left to right, back row: Don Bordeau, Mary 
Lalone, Saganing Outreach Program Seniors Worker 
Sandra Compau, Cheryl Dixon and Connie Frieburger. 
Front row: Helping Healer Beatrice Jackson, Ziibiwing 
Center Curator William Johnson and Josh Bordeau. 



Available 7/6/1 5 - 9/30/1 5. Rate is not compable. Multiple rooms and nights may be reserved based on availability. Subject to blackout dates, special events and 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort concert dates. Management reserves the right to change, cancel or discontinue this offer at any time. 


Soaring £agle 


Overnight Stay in Standard Room 
4 Waterpark Passes 
Complimentary Kids Meal 

- One Meal Per child, Per Night's Stay 


- Children 13 & Under 


www.soaringeaglewaterpark.com 

5665 E. Pickard Rd. • Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858 








Tribal Observer I July 1, 2015 
Page 11 I Midaaswi-shi-bezhig 


SI FunE Games 



i;^l 


frybread 

zaasakokwaan 

butter 

ozaawe-bimide 

honey 

aamoo - ziinzibaakwad 

fisher 

ojiig 

fishing pole 

migiskanaak 

boat 

jiimaan 

paddle 

abwi-in 

pail 

akik 

lake 

zaaga'igan 

whitefish 

adikameg 

bandolier bag 

gashkibidaagan 

flute 

bibigwan 

vest 

gibide'ebizon 

birch bark basket 

makak 

pray 

anami'aa 

preaching 

gagiikimaawasowin 

power 

gashki'ewizi 

wealth 

daniwin 

future 

onwaachige 

hopeful 

ombendam 
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MNWENDAACOZIN NllBINC 

Enjoy Summertime! 


Nichols, John, D, & Nyholm, Earl. A Concise Dictionary of Minnesota Ojibwe. University of Minnesota Press. Minneapolis. 1995. Title by Isabelle Osawamick. 



WHERE ON 


Do you know where this is? 

Answer the puzzle correctly by 
July 17 through e-mail or 
telephone. Your name will go into 
a drawing and one winner will 
receive two free announcements 
in the Tribal Observer. 

Submit Answers To: 

dcantu@sagchip.org 
or call 989-775-4010 


Teepee at Behavioral Health 

Last Month's Winner: 

Kelly Willis 


co* lC 


•- 


Email your submissions to 
observer@sagchip.org or turn 
them in to the Tribal Observer 
office located inside the Tribal 
Operations building. 




Sicily is a female * 

Domestic Short- & ,, 
hair. She is pretty 4 J 

shy, so she will to 

come up to meet 

you if she’s feel- \ 

ing comfortable ^ T \ 

enough. Although 

she’s shy, she has 

a lot of energy 

and loves running around to show off her 
agility. If you stop in at HATS, you may see 
her jumping from cat shelf to cat shelf. 


T-Bone is a very ac- 

tive Retriever/Ter- 9 

rier mix that came 

to HATS as a stray. *r Jr jBb 

owners never came ijffl* 1, ju . 

in to claim him. T- ^jjj| 

is going to need own- J 

ers who are willing to 

give him the exercise he needs. He would LOVE to 
be your mnning partner! 


Available at: The Humane Animal Treatment Society 

1105 S. Isabella Rd. Mt. Pleasant Hatsweb.org 989.775.0830 Email: info@hatsweb.org 

Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Saturday: 9 a.m. -2 p.m. I Puppies: $175, Dogs: $160, Cats: $85 Senior Dogs: $100, Cats: $85 


WIGWAM WISDOM 


The Wigwam has 
sheltered our ancestors 
from storms and bad 
weather since the dawn 
of time. The wigwam 
has witnessed the 
hardships our people 
have had to endure not 
only through the hands of change and war, but upon our 
strongest enemies, ourselves. The spirit of the wigwam 
does not forget and keeps with it the wisdom to guide the 
souls that have strayed back to a peaceful life. 

Comments or feedback can be sent to: 
wigwam_wisdom@yahoo.com 

*(W is intended entertainment purposes only. Please make 
sure to seek professional counseling when necessary .) 


Dear WW: I ’ve been dating a new woman. We 
recently got into a big fight over our different under- 
standing of the word “controlling” and what it means 
to each of us. I was so frustrated that I just threw my 
hands up and walked away. Our views on the word are 
not the same. When I asked her to share her opinion, 
she said she didn’t want to. I was dumbfounded, and 
now I’m wondering if maybe this relationship is not 
for me if we can’t even agree on a single definition. 
The Last Word 

Dear Word: During a new relationship, it is impor- 
tant to leam what certain things and words mean to 
one other. Even though it does not come easy, you are 
investing in your relationship. Don’t give up because 
she did not want to talk about something when you 
did. She may just have had to collect her thoughts. At 
the very least, allow her to come back to you when 
she is ready, not when you are ready. Not every word 
will have the same meaning. Having “fun” may mean 
watching movies, while to another it may mean danc- 
ing. Don’t forget to leam each other’s love language at 
the same time. A shoulder mb, hug or making dinner 
are also ways of showing love in a positive manner. 


Dear WW: I think my niece stole from me, but I 
can’t prove it. She spent the night with my daughter 
over the weekend. I woke up and $20 was missing 
from my wallet. I always keep it in open view by my 
computer in our family room. I don’t know how to 
approach this. Should I dismiss it or confront her? If I 
confront her, should I just outright tell her I know she 
took it? Even if she tells me she didn’t do it, I know 
she did. A Day Late & $20 Short 

Dear Short: Unless you have proof that she took 
money from your wallet, you have to give her the ben- 
efit of doubt. Is she known in the family to behave like 
this? If you confronted her in an angry manner, she 
may deny it out of fear. Perhaps you could leave the 
wallet and ask that if anyone took $20 to put it back — 
no questions asked. If the child is young enough, you 
could make an excuse to go through her overnight 
things (pack it up for her) before she goes home. Make 
sure you let her parents know of your suspicions, so 
they can be aware of this possible behavior in the 
future. Do not by any means outright accuse anyone 
of anything without proof. The only thing worse then 
being stolen from is to accuse an innocent person of an 
act they have not committed. 


Dear WW: My neighbor is always asking to borrow 
tools from me. I didn’t mind this at first, as I was glad 
to help out. He is a younger man and I have a large 
pole bam and years of accumulating tools. Rarely will 
I get my tools back unless I bring it to his attention. If I 
didn’t say anything, he would just assume keep them. 
He still has several other tools of mine that have not 
been relumed. How do I ask for them back without 
sounding like a hoarder? If I Had a Hammer 

Dear Hammer: Plain and simple, don’t loan out your 
tools any more to anyone under any circumstances! 
Only you can allow yourself to be taken advantage of. 
Your neighbor will start investing in his own tools if 
you stop enabling him to continue this pattern. If you 
can’t say no, please get counseling to become asser- 
tive and explore why is it you can’t say no. 
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Editorial: Tribal Police and Fire Department kickball game a success 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Tribal Police Officer Daniel Hernandez kicks up some dust 
as the rest of the squad cheers him on. 


MAR ILEE FLEMING 

Contributing Writer 

The June 1 1 kickball game 
of the Tribal Police and Fire 
Department vs. children in the 
community was a fun event. 

We have such an awesome 
community that we ended up 
with music courtesy of Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Elder Joe 
Sowmick, and Tribal Member 
Louanna Bruner was in atten- 
dance lending her commentary 
abilities for the games. 

Behind the scenes, Tribal 
Operations Maintenance 
workers Jeremy Pumford and 
Kathy Lett operated the grill, 
cooking hot dogs and burgers. 

It was a nice turn out and 
everyone was thankful the rain 
held off. 

Housing Security Officer 
Matthew Sprague and I share 
an office, and one day we had 
a chance to sit and chat. 

One thing we talked about is 
the fact that some of our com- 
munity youth - many from a 
single-parent household - may 
not have the guidance they 
need. We understand single 
parents have to spend a lot of 
time away from their homes to 
work and support their fami- 
lies. Kids get bored, and when 
kids get bored, they sometimes 
get into mischief. 


A I M A N SH A HPUR WA LA 

Water Resource Technician 

The honeybee population has 
been in serious decline through- 
out the past decade. Honeybees 
are essential to human survival. 
They are the most effective 
and efficient pollinators for 
our food crops. Without hon- 
eybees, people and wildlife 
would not have the abundance 
of food available today. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal youth Milan 
Quigno snags a pop 
fly to take out another 
potential base runner. 

While on the job, Matt 
makes his rounds in the com- 
munity. He has stopped and 
talked to kids at the park from 
time to time, sometimes giv- 
ing them a few bucks to go to 
Sagamok and buy treats, ulti- 
mately developing a rapport 
with them. The kids know him 
and they feel comfortable talk- 
ing with him. 

Through these little visits 
with the kids, Matt realized 
many kids have a negative 
image of the Tribal Police. 

Why wouldn’t they if the 
only interaction they have 
with them stems from negative 
situations? Maybe kids won’t 


Here are some best prac- 
tices to help save the bees: 

1. First rule of thumb: When 
working in your garden or yard, 
keep in mind, if it is not good for 
you, it is not good for the bees. 

2. Avoid using pesticides, 
insecticides or herbicides on 
plants. 

3. Avoid using synthetic fer- 
tilizers on lawns. 

4. Try to use non-GMO 
(genetically modified organ- 
isms) or source heirloom seeds if 


talk to the police when ques- 
tioned, or if they do, maybe 
they won’t be respectful or 
cooperative because to them, 
they are the “bad guy.” 

Matt and I discussed the 
barrier between the youth and 
the police. Matt then came up 
with a ballgame idea where the 
kids and the police can get to 
know each other. 

With school coming to an 
end, and summer right around 
the comer at the time, Housing 
Manager April B orton thought 
to have a summer kick-off cook- 
out while hosting the game. 

Tribal Police Captain 
Donielle Bannon was on 
board, and did an awesome job 
of getting her officers and the 
Fire Department on board. 

Youth LEAD also provided 
assistance and reached out to 
community kids. 

Michael McCreery, youth 
empowerment aid for Youth 
LEAD, hosts the Thursday 
night Men’s Group at the park. 
They practice kickball, fel- 
lowship, and eat with neigh- 
borhood kids. He had regular 
group attenders who would be 
at the park and suggested we 
hold to cook-out on one of his 
men’s meeting nights. 

We wanted to give the kids a 
fun game to play and at the same 
time, show them that police are 
in the community to help. 

These youth are going to 
be our future one day, and we 
have to step in and give them 
guidance and build up their 
spirits while we can. 

If children are getting into 
trouble, there’s something 
behind it and that child needs 
to be helped. When my chil- 
dren act up, there is always 
something more to the picture. 
No parent is perfect, but when 
you see the signs, you can’t 
ignore children and think their 
problem (whatever it may be) 


you can help 



Photo by David Cappaert, 
Michigan State University, Bugwood.org 


possible, GMO seeds may inter- 
fere with the genetics of bees. 

5. Plant native wildflowers in 
gardens to produce yummy nec- 
tar for the bees. 

6. Rethink what a weed is. 
Many plants we classify as 
“weeds” can be beneficial to 
our ecosystem, not to mention 
beautiful. 

7. Support local organic farm- 
ers, growers, and seed savers. 

For more information on 
honeybees, please feel free to 
contact: Aiman Shahpurwala, 
water resource technician at 
989-775-4081 or ashahpur- 
wala@sagchip.org. 


will magically disappear. 

So what can we do to help? 
Kids need to know they have 
adults on their side. We thought 
we’d try to break down those 
walls that stand between Tribal 
Police and the kids. 

We need to get back to 
our roots where child-rearing 
wasn’t just the parents’ job 
but the community’s job, as a 
whole. If our children are get- 
ting into trouble, is it really 


their fault or is it ours for 
not going out of our way and 
spending time with them, and 
guiding them? 

My mom raised me with 
the mentality that we (Native 
Americans) are a big family; 
she gave me so many aunts, 
uncles, and cousins; blood or 
not. We should always look out 
for any youth we see around, 
related or not. As Ojibwe, we 
are all related anyway. 


Ft 

Furnace & Air Conditioning 


989 . 944.1527 

“ Customing your Comfort ” 

Licensed and Insured 

Ask about industry leading warranties 
on new equipment. 

Your local authorized Amana 

A limited time A/C clean and check 

and Goodman dealer. 

- 

$79 special ends July 12th. 



Volunteers needed for 
Saganing tree carving project 



Representatives from the Saganing Outreach Program 
recently took down a decaying tree in front of the Saganing 
Tribal Center. They were able to save the base of the tree 
(approximately 12 feet tall) with the intentions and hope to 
have the tree base carved into something of significant mean- 
ing to the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. 

Donald Nelson, Saganing outreach program supervisor, 
is seeking community members interested in donating their 
time and efforts into the tree carving. 

“Not being able to save this tree has given us an oppor- 
tunity to immortalize it for next generation and beyond,” 
Nelson said. 

For more information, please contact him at 989-775- 
5820 ext. 55820 or dnelson@sagchip.org 


"The lawyer in 
your family" 

***\ 4 §l Associates, PLLC 

fCJ Damian S. Fisher 

Tribal Elder 215 West Broadway 

grayskypllc@gmail.CDm (989) 423-5625 




Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal Police Sergeant Craig Wilson congratulates his 
teammate with a low five as they score another run. 

Saving the bees and how 
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Community, 


Native Skywatchers team encourages participants to “look up” to find star knowledge 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Indigenous teachings encouraged 
27 participants to “look up” as the 
Ziibiwing Center of Anishinabe 
Culture & Lifeways unveiled 
their latest two-day educational 
workshop June 18-19: Native 
Skywatchers - Ojibwe and 
Lakota/Dakota Star Knowledge. 

Ziibiwing Assistant Director 
and event coordinator Judy 
Pamp said Ziibiwing, Central 
Michigan University’s College 
of Humanities and Social/ 
Behavioral Sciences and the 
Olga J. and G. Roland Denison 
Visiting Professorship of Native 
American Studies collaborated. 

The presenters include 
St. Cloud State University 
Planetarium and Native 
Skywatchers Director Annette 
S. Lee, from the Dakota nation, 
with fellow team members 
Bois Forte Ojibwe author Carl 
Gawboy, Fond du Lac Tribal, 
and Community College Title III 
Project Director Jeffrey Tibbetts 
and William Wilson, Canadian 
Ojibwe tribal elder and artist. 

“The workshop is designed for 
all educators and persons inter- 
ested in increasing their knowl- 
edge of Ojibwe and Dakota/ 
Lakota star knowledge,” Lee 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Dakota artist and astrono- 
mer Annette Lee utilizes 
the “earth-sky technique” 
where the back of the loon is 
reflected in the stars above. 


said. “Included in the workshop 
are multiple hands-on activi- 
ties so participants will be able 
to experience the culture and the 
science in the most authentic and 
meaningful way possible. . .” 

Wilson provided illumina- 
tion of his work during his after- 
noon teaching of “Growing up 
Traditional: Ojibwe Culture, 
Language & Art.” 


“We leam from those 
teachings of the ancestors 
who have walked before 
us and we see creation as 
the spirits see us,” Wilson 
said. “We as Anishinabe 
people look past the outer 
surface and see what is 
truly there and we con- 
nect to the spirit world. 
This is why we see the 
lines of communication 
connect in Ojibwe art 
because when it comes 
down to the teaching... 
we are all connected.” 

Each skywatcher 
has a background in art, 
although Tibbetts offered 
a unique perspective into 
stone sculpting and work- 
ing with mixed media. 

“I’ve had to leam most 
of what I know about 
art learning on my own 
and by watching my dad 
carve,” Tibbetts said. “We leam 
about things best by observing the 
people around us. What we can’t 
or don’t leam by observing others 
allows us to be creative enough to 
seek out new teachers and oppor- 
tunities. I had to do that with both 
art and cultural things. . .” 

As an archaeo-astromer, 
Gawboy enlightens in his award- 
winning research treatise “Talking 


Sky: Ojibwe Constellations as a 
Reflection of Life on the Land”. 

“It is interesting to see where 
western thought and academia 
are still trying to catch up where 
they finally realize that native 
natural knowledge, and what 
the elders shared in their stories, 
is now referred to as science,” 
Gawboy said. “Many of the old 
paradigms held as fact over the 
years have changed as the sci- 
ence of Ojibwe star knowledge 
is shared. Take for example, the 
old idea of Indian time: Part of 
Ojibwe astronomy is how they 
marked time. Native people 
knew there was a time to harvest 
medicine and crops and looked to 
the sky for that knowledge.” 

Jonathon Miller, adjunct sci- 
ence instmctor of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal College, 
attended the workshop and has 
offered astronomy and archaeo- 
astronomy courses. 

“It is important to integrate as 
much Native culture into the cur- 
riculum as possible,” he said. “. . . 
I have read a few of the books 
that Carl Gawboy has authored 
and each one has had a pro- 
found impact my appreciation for 
Native culture. Both Mr. Gawboy 
and Annette S. Lee are people 
who are an inspiration to those of 
us who love astronomy and are 


very interested in learning about 
the Native application of it. . .” 

The skywatchers concluded 
the seminar with participants 
forming a circle with the after- 
noon star high in the sky. 

Lee offered a Dakota honor 
song on her shaker and shared 
a prayer of hope for all our 
relations. 

“It is an honor to come 
together as we all our remember- 
ing, revitalizing and celebrating 
the history of Ojibwe and Lakota/ 
Dakota Star Knowledge,” Lee 
said. “This is the essence of cul- 
tural astronomy and many elders 
and Native people have bits and 
pieces of the knowledge so freely 
shared with them. We only know 
a little and we don’t have to be 
experts but we can be humble 
and practice these teachings. The 
late White Earth Ojibwe Elder 
Paul Schultz had a vision that 
the young people will bring the 
star reading back. . . I believe that 
vision is happening today.” 

Pamp encouraged everyone to 
“get outdoors and take a look at 
the beautiful universe created by 
Gitchi Manidoo (Creator). . .” 

All are welcome to join the 
Ziibiwing Center on July 29 
for an outdoor movie and star 
stories event with storyteller 
Larry Plamondon. 


Tuesday Night Giigohn Fishing brings a competitive edge to Native bass masters 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Wayne Young and Ronnie Ekdahl 
make for a winning team as they 
hoist up trophy bass. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Fishing has always been a way 
of life for Ojibwe people and 
it’s natural that when money is 
on the line, a largemouth bass 
may bring cash. 

A message for all to heed: 
When a lake is being sprayed and 
treated for algae and mosquitoes, 
it may affect the fishing. 

The disappointment of the 
Tuesday Night Giigohn Fishing 
anglers being shut out at the June 
9 outing at Budd Like made the 
regulars that more determined as 
seven boats took to the water at 
Long Lake in Harrison, Mich, for 
fishing on June 16. 

Youth and Family Recreation 
Specialist Colleen Maki served as 


the weigh master. 

“As weigh master, I arrive 
on the site. . . a half hour before 
start,” Maki said. “I check in 
each boat and riders. I make 
sure that the rules are enforced 
and that everyone has a fair 
chance to win.” 

Maki remains on the shore 
until the fishing competition is 
finished. 

“I weigh in each boat’s 
fish (up to five) with a digital 
scale,” she said. “I announce 
the first three places and big 
fish at the end of each tourna- 
ment. I am neutral (non-par- 
ticipating) and follow the rules 
that keeps the league fun for 
everyone participating.” 

Maki said Long Lake was gen- 
erous to five boats and the first 


big fish was entered for the end of 
the season big bass contest. 

Congratulations to first 
place winners Youth LEAD 
Activities Manager Ronnie 
Ekdahl and Wayne Young for 
their team win of four fish at 
seven pounds and .46 ounces. 

Eric Sowmick landed the 
catch the season so far with a 19 
inched-big fish, weighing in at 
two pounds and .15 ounces. 

Sowmick’s win, along with 
two other bass won a second 
place finish. 

Third place went to Team 
Wemigwans where Tommy and 
Johnny remain the only fisher- 
men who have placed in every 
single fishing outing. 

As an avid fisherman, Ekdahl 
can be seen with his wife 


Rosemary and son 
Michael as they enjoy 
the relaxing time 
together as a family. 

“The fishing 
league has been 
going on for a num- 
ber of years,” Ronnie 
Ekdahl said. “It orig- 
inally started with 
very simple rules of 
one fish per boat and 
longest fish wins. In recent years, 
we have changed the format to 
mimic the more mainstream fish- 
ing tournament format... The 
whole reason for hosting this 
event every year is to get fami- 
lies and children in the outdoors. 
Children under 16 fish for free 
and families are encouraged. It’s 
also a great outlet for our local 


sportsmen and women to get out 
and enjoy some time on water.” 

Up next for the Tuesday 
Night Giigohn Fishing outings 
are July 7 at Crooked Lake, July 
14 at Five Lakes and a July 21 
Long Lake return. The month’s 
activities conclude with an 
all-day outing at Wixom Lake 
scheduled for July 3 1 . 



WE'VE COT 


COVERED 


SJX <Jaaut ow 

LOW RATE 
LOANS 


Isabella Community 
Credit Union 


989.773.5927 • ICCUonline.com 

2400 Isabella Rd • 102 E Broadway • 2100 E Remus, Mt Pleasant 



Levitt Law Firm 

ATTORNEY TODD L l ! 


CentralMichiganLawyer.com 

CentralMichiganLawyer@gmail.com 
600 E Broadway Mt Pleasant, MI 48858 


Are You Without a 
Driver’s License? 

Attorney Todd Levitt has 
been restoring Michigan 
driving privileges for more 
than 20 years. 

Call today, for a free consoltation 

989.772.6000 

The Todd L. Levitt Law Show 

Tune in to 98.5 WUPS weekly on Sunday mornings 
from 9 to 10 a.m. Each week the show features new 
guests on hot legal topics with a major twist of humor. 
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Honoring the Water” 
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UNDERSTANDING THE PATH 

A List of Powwow Guidelines 


1. Be on time. The SCIT Powwow Committee is doing 
everything possible to ensure that activities begin and run 
smoothly. Please cooperate in this regard. 

2. Appropriate dress and behavior is required in the 
arena. Anyone unwilling to abide by this rule will be 
asked to leave by the arena director. (If you are going to 
dance, try to wear dance clothes.) 

3. Pointing with fingers is considered poor manners by 
some nations. If you must point, use your head and nod 
in the direction you wish to indicate. 

4. The seating around the arena is reserved for dancers 
in regalia. Seats with blankets, shawls or regalia items 
on them are taken and should not be bothered. Do NOT 
sit on someone else’s blanket unless invited. Uncovered 
seats are considered available. 

5. No pets allowed, they should be left at home. The 

arena is a sacred place from the time it is blessed 
until the powwow is over. At no time should pets be 
allowed in the arena. 

6. Respect the head male and female dancers. Their role 
entitles them to start each song or set of songs. Please 
wait until they have started to dance before you join in. In 
some traditions, it is considered improper to pass the head 
male or female dancer within the arena. 

7. Some songs require you to be familiar with the 
routine or have special eligibility rules in order to 
participate. Trot dances, snake, buffalo, etc. require 
particular steps or routines. Veteran dances may be 
restricted to veterans, combat veterans or in some 
cases, the relations of Veterans. If you are not familiar 
with a particular dance, observe and learn. Watch the 
head dancers to learn the procedures. 


8 . Most powwows are nonprofit and depend upon 
donations, raffles, blanket dances, etc. for support. 

Donations are encouraged as a way to honor someone. 
Any participant can drop money onto the blanket to aid in 
the powwow expenses. 

9. Certain items of religious significance should be worn 
only by those qualified to do so. Respect the traditions. 
Never intentionally touch another dancer’s regalia, per- 
son or property without permission. 

10. Giveaways, attributes of Indian generosity, are held at 
many dances. They are acknowledgments of apprecia- 
tion to recipients for honor or service given to the people. 
When receiving a gift, the recipient thanks everyone 
involved in the giving. 

11. If you wish to ask for a special song from a drum, talk 
to the arena director first and make sure the master of 
ceremonies is informed. It is traditional to make a gift 
(monetary or otherwise) to the drum for special requests. 

12. Before sitting at a drum, ask permission from the 
head singer. Do not touch a drum without permission. 
The drums are sacred, and it is believed that anyone who 
takes a place behind the drums has been selected by the 
Creator to be there. No one drums without special permis- 
sion, and no one sits in the drumming area without special 
permission. Great offense is taken if you choose to sit in 
this area. You should never turn down an invitation by 
anyone, especially elders, during a powwow. 

13. Ask permission before taking pictures of dancers. 

Pictures may be taken with the permission of the danc- 
ers, but not during dedication dances (veterans songs, flag 
songs, or prayers). These special songs will be announced 
by the emcee. Under no circumstances may you enter the 
arena to take photos. 


14. If at any time you are uncertain of procedure, etc., 
please check with the emcee, arena director or head 
singer. They will be glad to help you with your questions. 

15. Unless you are unsure spectator seating will be 
provided, bring a chair. Remember that the seating 
immediately around the arena is for dancers only. 

16. Be aware that someone standing behind you may 
not be able to see over you. Make room, step aside, 
sit or kneel if someone is behind you. 

17. Alcohol, recreational drugs and firearms are prohib- 
ited at all powwows. 

18. If you see a lost feather, or you yourself drop a 
feather, do NOT pick it up. Notify the nearest vet- 
eran, the head veteran, head male dancer or arena 
director immediately. 

19. In some places it is okay for adults to dance while 
carrying infants or small children. In other places 
this is considered contrary to local etiquette. Ask 
before doing so. 

20. Always stand during special songs. This includes 
grand entry, flag songs, veteran songs, memorial 
songs, prayer songs or any other song that the emcee 
designates. It is also customary to remove any hats 
that you have on for the duration of that song. 

21. Always listen to the emcee. He will give all of the 
information you need, as well as entertain you and 
keep you posted on news. Any questions you have 
can be answered by him. He will let you know when 
you need to stand and when you may sit after honor 
songs. He will also announce intertribal dances and 
other invitations for guests to participate. 

22. Supervise your children so that all may enjoy the 
event without distraction. 

23. If you have a question, ask. Most dancers, singers, 
elders and staff are happy to help. Offer a cold drink or 
other small, symbolic gifts to those who help you. 


A Quick Guide to the Six Main Dancing Styles of the Ojibwe 


Women's Jingle 

This dance is aptly named for the tin cones (jingles) that 
cover the dancer’s dress, literally from head to foot. The 
movements of the dance are bouncy and energetic, so that 
the jingling of the dresses matches the beat of the drum and 
provides a constant rhythmical accompaniment to each 
song. To be a jingle dress dancer, you must have dreamt 
about being one. With each step that these dancers are 
taking, they are praying for a sick friend, relative, or Tribal 
Member. The dress is made of cloth and has hundreds of 
cones attached, usually 365. Each one represents a prayer 
for each day of the year. When she dances, she uses her fan 
in sweeping motion to wave away sickness. 

Men's Fancy 

Fancy dancing is easy recognizable by its rapid tempo and 
its colorful and distinctive regalia. Their regalia features 
two very large, vividly colored double bustles, which are 
worn on the dancer’s back. Smaller bustles may also be 
worn on the arms as well as brightly colored bead work and 
accessories. These men are undoubtedly some of the most 
energetic of all the powwow dancers. Their steps are quick 
but graceful with a high powered twist. 


Fancy Shawl Dance 

The outstanding feature of these dancers’ outfits is the 
graceful, brightly fringed shawls that drape the young 
women’s shoulders. They are a perfect compliment to the 
twirling, prancing, pirouetting steps of this showy, high 
spirited dance. The word fancy refers to the footwork, 
not the shawl. The dress and decorative beaded acces- 
sories are vividly colorful, and match the flaring shawls. 
The dance represents the life of the butterfly. This exu- 
berant and delightful dance is undoubtedly the flashiest 
of the women’s dancing styles. 

Men's Grass 

This dance style is also easy to recognize by the striking rega- 
lia, which are covered shoulder to ankle with long, thick flows 
of bright, multicolored cloth fringe. Men’s grass dancing sym- 
bolized the young men of western tribes who were to stomp 
down the tall grass of the plains so the people could use the 
area. The long fringe represents the grass. The long flowing 
yam fringe originally started out as sweet grass hung from 
their regalia. In modem times we use yam. The dance move- 
ments are also distinctive for their siding, shaking and spinning 
motion, rather than the high, kicking steps of the fancy dancer. 


Women's Traditional 

These woman dance in a sedate and stately manner, in 
which they may move slowly about the circle of the arena, 
but often will simply stand in the same place, rhythmi- 
cally dipping and swaying to the beat of the drummers. 
Their outfits are often heavily and elaborately decorated, 
with beadwork, and sometimes porcupine quills, elk 
ivory and cowry shells. The dresses themselves may be 
sewn of buckskin leather or of various types of fabric. 
Their colors tend to be somewhat gentler and subdued 
than those of other woman’s dance styles. 

Men's Traditional 

Traditional dancing is an opportunity for men to dance 
in the way of their fathers and grandfathers. A tradi- 
tional dancer’s regalia is much more likely to reflect 
Tribal affiliation than those of the other men’s dance 
styles. The ensemble may frequently include pieces 
handed down for generations within the family, and 
may range from a look of dignified simplicity to the 
dramatically elaborate. The dance style is similar to the 
outfit itself-elaborate, expressive and powerful, but not 
as flashy and exuberant as the other men’s styles. 


2015 Powwow 
Workers Needed 


The Powwow Committee is looking for workers for this years annual Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe Powwow. Please apply online at sagchip.org and follow 
the appropriate links. 

Positions will be posted until July 5th, 2015 







Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 

“ Working Together for Our Future” 


7070 E. Broadway 
Mount Pleasant, MI 48858 
989-775-4000 
www . s age h ip.org 
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July 24, 25 & 26, 2015 
Grand Entry 

Friday: 7 p.m. • Saturday: Noon & 6 p.m. • Sunday: Noon 
Fireworks Friday evening at dusk 

*In the case of bad weather, fireworks will alternatively be held on Saturday night. 

At the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Campgrounds 

7525 E. Tomah Rd, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

Hotel Information: 

Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort: 1-888-732-4537 
Soaring Eagle Waterpark and Hotel: 1-877-232-4532 


Host Drum: Iron Boy 

Head Veteran: George Martin 

Head Male Dancer: Joe Syrette 

Head Female Dancer: Heather Syrette 

Emcees: Vince Beyl & RJ Smith 

Arena Directors: Dave Shananquet & Little Man Quintero 

Head Drum Judge: Steven Loonsfoot 

Dance Judges: Darrell Hill & Grace Pushetonequa 

Sound System: Rezonance Productions 

Specials: Fry Bread Contest, Random Mystery Spot 
Dances, Clown Dance, Men’s Shawl, Generations Freestyle, 
Women’s Grass, Youth Hand Drum (17 & under), Armed 
Forces Sneak Up and Drummers Dance Special. 


www.sagchip.org/pow-wow *** This is a drug and alcohol free event *** 

For more information, please contact the SCIT Powwow Committee at 1-888-732-4537 or PowWowCommittee@sagchip.org 
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DRAWINGS EVERY HALF-HOUR! 


SATURDAYS & MONDAYS 
1 OAM -1 0PM 

NOW-SEPTEMBER 


i/i 


MAKE IT THE BEST SUMMER EVER! 

Every Saturday and Monday, from 1 OAM to 1 0PM, 
4 lucky winners every half-hour will win $500 in 
Premium Play. Have your day in the sun and win! 


Pleasant, Ml • 1 .877.2.EAGLE.2 SoaringEagleCasino.com |Q| 


E5EI2IF 




SEASON T'CKETS! 


HOURLY DRAWINGS EVERY SUNDAY! 

5PM-8PM I JUNE 28-JULY 26 

GRAND PRIZE DRAWING JULY 26 AT 9PM. 


SCORE SOME 


WHO ISN'T READY FOR SOME FOOTBALL?!? 


Sundays in July, we're giving away big cash prizes, Premium 
Play plus bonus entries for the grand prize drawing: 


GAME T ME 


2 DETROIT FOOTBALL SEASON TICKETS 
2 OFFICIAL JERSEYS 


Saganmg 
Eagles Landing 
Casino * 


3T 


Standish, Ml 1.888.7.EAGLE.7 Saganing-EaglesLanding.com 


CHRISTMAS 

IN JULY 


SATURDAY, JULY 25 I 7PM 


4™ OF JULY 

BINGO 

SATURDAY, JULY 4 I 1:30PM 

OVER $20/000 

IN CASH AND PRIZES! 

*5,000 COVERALL! 

FREE POPCORN & 
COTTON CANDY! 


UNWRAP OVER 

$ 20,000 

IN CASH & PRIZES! 

PLUS FREE HOLIDAY GIFTS! 
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Colleae 


Thirty teams tee off for the third annual SCTC 


Golf Outing 


MARY P ELCH ER 

SCTC Extension Coordinator 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
College held its third annual 
golf outing at Bucks Run Golf 
Club in Mount Pleasant on 
Thursday, June 11, 2015. 

There were 60 players (30 
teams) that participated in 
this annual event. The golf 
tournament is held as a fun- 
draiser to support SCTC the 
students who will be attend- 
ing American Indian Higher 
Education Consortium’s 2016 
student conference. 

Shotgun start occurred 
at 9 a.m. with perfect golf- 
ing weather. This year the 



* 


Rhonda Quigno brings 
some body English to 
her golf shot. 



Tribal youth Angelo 
Leaureaux enjoying his 
first year on the links. 

participants were divided 
into two flights. This enabled 
more winners. The partici- 
pants were also able to enjoy 



Stan Sineway chips it 
out of the rough 


the extra games for additional 
prizes. There was golf pong, 
furthest marshmallow drive, 
skins, longest drive (male and 
female), and closest to the pin. 

The overcast sky kept the 
hot sun off the golfers, and 
a boxed lunch was available 
on the turn. Bucks Run has 
an exquisite course and the 
Chippewa River views were 
magnificent. 

Included with registration 
was a golf shirt with the SCTC 
logo. Additional prize draw- 
ings were held at the conclu- 
sion while scoring was tallied; 
all golfers won the great door 
prizes. 

After the final scores were 
tallied, first flight winners 
were Erik Rodriguez and 
Chase Owl (first place) with 
a score of 63, Bear Raphael 
and Terry Thompson (second 
place) with a score of 64. 

Second flight winners were 
Gary Reed and Jim Anderson 
(first place) with a score of 
86, Sheila Leaureaux and Val 
Raphael (second place) with a 
score of 86, hole handicap tie- 
breaker utilized. 

SCTC appreciates the con- 
tinued community support, 
especially to those who took 
the time to participate. 

A special thank you goes 
out to our sponsors/donors: 
Tribal Council, Public 



First Place Second 
Flight Gary Reed and 
Jim Anderson 


First Place First 
Flight Chase Owl and 
Erik Rodriguez 


Second Place Second 
Flight Shelia Leaureaux 
and Val Raphael 



Board 

Vacancy 


If you are interested in serving, please 
submit a resume and a letter of interest 
explaining how you meet the criteria to: 

Ms. Colleen Green 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College Board Chair 

2274 Enterprise Drive 

Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 48858 

Deadline for Submittal: Open Until Filled 


Qualifications of Regents: 

1. An enrolled member of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan (SC1T) or another 
federally-recognized tribe, band or group. If a 
member of SC1T of Michigan must adhere to the 
tribal policy regarding committee membership. 

2. Attainment of at least 25 years old. 

3- Significant education or work experience related 
to the process of higher education or vocational 
training or the administration of education or 
vocational training institutions and programs. 

4. Any specific requirements of organizations 
providing financial or other benefits to SCTC or 
providing accreditation of SCTC programs. 



Employment opportunities for Tribal College: Adjunct instructors 

Accepting curriculum vitae for adjunct instructors. Economics instructor: Master’s de- 
gree required. History instructor: Master’s degree required. Computer instructor: Mas- 
ter’s degree required. Legal and environmental business: Juris Doctor degree required. 

Please send all information including transcripts to awagner@sagchip.org or mail to: 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College c/o Andrew Wagner 2274 Enterprise Dr. 



Cindy Quigno takes an 
iron shot from fairway 
to green. 

Relations, At-Large Program, 
Ziibiwing Center, Soaring 
Eagle Waterpark and Hotel, 
Nimkee Clinic, Waabooz 
Run Golf Course, Soaring 
Eagle Casino & Resort, 
Integrated Architecture, Pro 
Grade Concrete Construction, 
Inc., CMU Native American 
Programs, Mid Michigan 
Community College, 

Bibamikowi Studios, Carla 
and Stan Sineway, Amanda 
and Jason Oldman, 104.3 FM 
WCZY, 95.3 FM WCFX, and 
Tyme of Change Hair Salon, 
and Bucks Run Golf Club. 



Chase Owl proves the 
power of paisley. 



Photos courtesy of SCTC 


Elder Bean Sprague 
shows Steven Wassegijig 
how to avoid a two putt. 



Val Raphael means 
business when she is 
on the fairway. 



1 


Nathan Lambertson 
hits a dean-worthy 
shot to the green. 




lift to yourself, your family, and your community. 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College is an accredited 
public community college that provides educational 
opportunities reflecting Anishnaabe values. 


SCTC 


confers associate degrees in: 
-Business 
-Liberal Arts 

Native American Studies 


Lowest tuition in the region 

Student-centered learning 

Small class sizes of 25 students or less 

Free Tutoring 

Financial Aid assistance 

Caring instructors, friendly campus 


USDA :i 


NIFA 


2274 Enterprise Drive Mount Pleasant, Ml 48858 

www.sagchip.edu 


Ak Higne- 
jESt Leri* 
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Tribal students receive recognition at Youth LEAD Leadership Graduation Banquet 


JOSEP H V. SOWMI CK 

Photojournalist 

Local Tribal students from Mount Pleasant 
High School, Mount Pleasant Adult 
Education, Shepherd High School and the 
W.A.Y./Odyssey High School received 
community recognition at Youth LEAD 
Leadership Graduation Banquet 2015. 

The event was held at the Swan Creek 
Ballroom at Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort on June 10. 

SCIT Public Relations Director 
Frank Cloutier served as emcee with 
Tribal Sub-Chief Lorna Kahgegab Call 
delivering opening remarks and Tribal 
Council Chaplain Jennifer Wassegijig 
providing a blessing. 

Tribal Council Members Sandy 
Sprague, Shelly Bailey and Julius 
Peters also celebrated with the stu- 
dents and their families. 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College 
and Central Michigan University grad- 
uate Christina Otto delivered words of 
encouragement as the student alumni 
speaker for the event. 

Youth LEAD Director Jennifer 
Crawford and many of the Youth 
LEAD advisors and staff were also 
present at the event. 

“On behalf of Youth LEAD, we would 
like to extend a huge congratulation to all 
of the 2015 graduates,” Crawford said. 
“We are so proud of each and every one of 
the graduates and expect to see big things 


Pullen 


The following students earned perfect attendace for 

May: Alex Hinmon, Madison Isham, Remy Weldon, 
Logan Bird, Caleb Burger, Kamryn Hiner, Trevor 
Isham, Olivia Lerma, Zhaawan Martell, Javanni 
Perry, Miika Prout, Isaiah Rodriquez*, Isabelle Terrill 
Leathers, Damey’n Weldon, Azrae Wemigwans, 
Bailey Burger, Juan- Sergio Casas, Leonard Ettinger 
Pamp and Emily Stevens. * Indicates perfect atten- 
dance for the entire school year. 


Mount Pleasant HS 


The following students earned a 3.0 GPA or higher 
for the third trimester: Chyna Bergevin, * Simone 
Bigford, Miles Bussler, Claressa Griffus, Gage Colwell, 
Allen Crockett, Rebecca Curtis, Kendra Cyr, Benny 
Elizalde, Ashton Heinrich, Jordan Heinrich, Eve House, 
*Nia Lewis, Maya Madrigal, Brenden Odem, Edgar 
Peters, Kataya Peters, Kristin Peters, Shailyn Pontiac, 
Milan Quigno-Gmndahl, Warren Ricketts, Hailey 
Ritter, Waab Ruffino, Elissa Schlegel, Sully Schlegel, 
Daijia Shinos, Phoenix Slater-Snowden, *Trent David, 
Callista Sowmick, *Destiny Wetherbee and Tanner 
Williams. * Indicates a 4.0 GPA. The following stu- 
dents earned the attendance incentive for the third 
trimester: Miles Bussler, Tyler Chippeway, Allen 
Crockett, Jordan Heinrich, Nodin Jackson, Nia Lewis, 
Edgar Peters, Lesley Simental and Devin Sims. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tonia Jewell receives the Shepherd 
High School diploma for her late 
son Zane Mikal Jewell as the 
audience offers a heartwarming 
standing ovation. 

from each of them. We had 28 youth that 
were recognized at the event, demonstrat- 
ing their commitment to education. Our 
vision is to help youth become educated, 
healthy, successful leaders and active 
members of society, and we are so proud 
of all of our Youth LEAD team members 
who have invested so much time, energy 
and love into the youth of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe.” 

The Mino Ode Singers were on hand 
for a welcome song and an honor song for 
the late Zane Jewell and his family. 

Zane’s mother Tonia received his post- 
humous diploma from Shepherd High 
School in a touching tribute that brought 
many tears and a standing ovation. 

“Sometimes when you lose someone, 
one of your biggest fears (for the surviv- 
ing family) is that your loved one will be 


McGuire 


The following students earned perfect attendace 

for May: Mia Bennett, Mackenzie Burger*, Tayden 
Davis, Aaron Montoya Pego, Jonathan Davis, Isaiah 
Harris*, Kentae Flory, Taliyah Poolaw, Destiny 
Shawano, Guadalupe Pelcher-Arias, Christopher 
Bartow* and Katie Green. * Indicates perfect atten- 
dance for the entire school year. 


Shepherd 


The following students earned perfect attendace 
for the fifth marking period: Rumaulada Alaniz, 
Jonathan Bailey, Miah Chatfield, Samuel Cloud, 
Jonathan Cogswell, Sadie Cogswell, Olivia Lawson, 
Ashani Pelcher, Maya Ryan, Brandon Seegraves, 
Olivia Seegraves, Bree Sprague and Aanzhenii Starkey. 
The following elementary students earned perfect 
attendace for the fifth marking period: Aiyannah 
Borton, Taylor Burton, Sienna Chatfield, Nathan Isaac, 
Uriah Main, Damien Martinez, James Perry, Camron 
Scarlott-Pelcher Ogemah Taylor, Jarek Chamberlain, 
Adam Jewell, Lauryn Leaureaux, Arionna Mejia, 
Tina Neyome, Carina Romero and Sabrina Romero. 
The following students are being recognized for 
their GPA in the fifth marking period: Christina 
Benz, Aiyanah Borton, Sienna Chatfield, Tony Garcia, 
Camron Scarlott-Pelcher, Mathew Smith, Emma 
VanHom, Hayley Cogswell, Arionna Mejia, Sedona 
Mejia, Tina Neyome, India Perez, Sabrina Romero, 
Joseph Sineway, Abbey Sura and Scott Sura. 


Need a Lawyer to Protect Your Rights? 


Assaults I Drug Charges I Negligent Homicide I Sex Charges I Fraud 
Embezzlement I Theft I Breaking & Entering I Murder Charges 
Domestic Violence I Drunk Driving I Juvenile Offenses 



• Former Prosecutor for Isabella County for 12 years 

• Past President of Prosecuting Attorney Association of Michigan 

• Obtained “Not Guilty” verdicts in Homicide, Sexual Assault 
and Drunk Driving Cases 

• Mt. Pleasant Buyer’s Guide/Morning Sun and CM Life 
Newspaper awarded “People’s Choice Award” 

• Voted #1 “Best Attorney” for the last 13 years in a row! 


Joseph T. Barberi, P.C. Attorneys at Law 


989.773.3423 or 800.336.3523 

2305 Hawthorn Dr, Suite C, Mt. Pleasant 

www.josephbarberi.com 
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Student alumni keynote speaker Christina Otto 
gives a message of encouragement and perse- 
verance to the graduates. 


forgotten, we will always 
remember him as one of 
our greatest accomplish- 
ments in our lives,” Tonia 
Jewell said tearfully. “To be 
included and honored as a 
fellow honorary graduate, 

I know he would have been 
very appreciative of receiv- 
ing the recognition. Our 
family has always been our 
greatest asset. The grief that 
we feel is tremendous and any time that we 
get to remember Zane, whether it is with 
family or friends, is always welcomed. It 
was a little overwhelming but well worth 
being part of the event.” 

Anita Hall, LEAD’S achievement advi- 
sor, said she’s enjoyed working with the 
2015 graduates. 

“Our aspirations are to nurture these 
young adults to face the world; and not 
stop at the high school level but further 
onto higher education, trade school or 
wherever their talents take them,” Hall 
said. “Today our nation's needs are great; 
we are facing dire situations; protecting 
our sacred water, climate and commu- 
nities. I truly believe these students will 
make an impact.” 


West Intermediate 


The following students were on the honor roll for the 
third trimester: Esme Bailey, Quinnlan Burger, Karen 
Chippeway, Lucas Dye, Cory Gaskill, Hunter Genia, 
Jarred Johnson, Treazure Jones, Madison Kennedy- 
Kequom, Hunter Kequom, Montana Leaureaux, Jesse 
Mandoka, Aleeya Peters, Mastella Quaderer, Kyra 
Trofatter, Lindsay Watters and Carlee Williams. 


John Shelton, LEAD’S achievement 
advisor, provided closing remarks for the 
capacity crowd in attendance. He men- 
tioned it is always a pleasure to attend the 
graduation of former students. 

The graduating Class of 2015 includes: 
Kaine Andy, Gage Colwell, Bernardo 
Elizalde, Dominic Kampf, Isaiah Ruffino, 
Christopher Benz, Neil Coney, Clarissa 
Griffus, Sydney Kopke, Sully Schlegel, 
Chad Brady, Trent David, Ciara Henry, 
Kristen Peters, Phoenix Slater-Snowden, 
Sequoya Alaniz, Avery Osawabine, 
Gabriel Schoen, Michael Quinlin, Amir 
Leaureaux, Aryl Ruffino, Jonathan Laske, 
Taylor Cogswell, Zykia Godlewski, Jacob 
Jackson, Maggie Jackson, Tina Neyome 
and Zane Jewell. 


Renaissance 


The following students earned perfect attendace for 

May: Tia Diamond, Trystan Diamond, Novaly Hinmon, 
Erica Hinmon, Gabriel Steele, Greg Steele, Anthony 
Hawkins, Katie Pigeon, Kathlyn Dunn-Anderson, 
Kaylee Bigford, Mason Peterson, Jonna Mejia, Sway 
Mandoka, Nixie Snyder, Kayana Pope, Elijah Otto- 
Powers and Logan VanOrden. 
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Saginaw Chippewa Academy students finalize school year with fun festivities 



Students make a human pyramid 
during the SCA field day. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Regardless of age, everyone can 
relate to the excitement of sum- 
mer vacation, and the Saginaw 
Chippewa Academy families 
finalized the school year with a 
frenzied flurry of fun festivities. 

The week-long celebration 
began June 2 with the annual 
2015 version of SCA Field Day. 

SCA Physical Education 
Instructor Chloe Updegraff 
said the aim for the Tuesday 
SCA Field Day was to have a 
“Survivor” theme. 

“The older grades (3-6) par- 
ticipated in events that created 


a mentality of teamwork and 
school pride,” Updegraff said. 
“Students were divided up 
into squads of eight students, 
with teachers and teacher’s 
assistants, along with mem- 
bers of the AB (Anishnaabe 
Bimaadziwin) team working 
as squad leaders.” 

Squads accumulated points 
by searching for an immunity 
idol, with a 10-station workout 
circuit, and going through an 
obstacle course, finishing with 
a giant puzzle. 

“Students then participated 
with their squads in a team 
sports survivor, where they 
played against each other in 
kickball, tug-o-war, giants/ 


wizards/elves, and lacrosse,” 
she said. “The cultural sig- 
nificance of lacrosse was also 
discussed with squads, and 
students were encouraged to 
bring their own sticks.” 

The younger students par- 
ticipated in similar events, and 
all students were able to enjoy 
a healthy lunch together as an 
entire school. 

Updegraff said everyone 
had a great time, and the day 
was filled with lots of laughs 
and good, healthy competition. 

She said a thank you to the 
SCIT Housing Department is in 
order for allowing use of their 
facilities for the afternoon. 


On Wednesday, June 3, it was 
back to the SCA field for an end- 
of-the-year powwow. The SCA 
student drum joined the visiting 
Walleye Singers and provided 
the heartbeat for a series of stu- 
dent dance exhibitions. 

The occasion also show- 
cased an introduction of the 
new SCA Junior Warrior 
and Junior Miss and their 
alternates. 

The four students selected 
were Junior Miss Sara 
Saunders, Junior Miss runner- 
up Alberta Trepanier, Junior 
Warrior Kenneth Wemigwans 
and Junior Warrior runner-up 
Christopher Spencer-Ruiz. 


On Thursday, June 4, the 
SCA kindergarten class got an 
opportunity to go through as 
graduation ceremony as they 
get ready to take that next big 
step into first grade. 

On the last day of school, 
the SCA sixth grade Class 
of 2015 took center stage as 
a packed house of families, 
friends and teachers celebrated 
with the graduates on June 5. 

Tribal Education Director 
Melissa Montoya greeted each 
student as Andre Leaureaux, 
Matthew Quaderer, Liberty 
Morland, Lars George, Francis 
Sheahan and Bryan Sam 
received their diplomas. 


The SCA sixth grade Class of 201 5 received their diplo- 
mas at the June 5 graduation. (Pictured left to right: Andre 
Leaureaux, Matthew Quaderer, Liberty Morland, Lars George, 
Francis Sheahan and Bryan Sam.) 



Observer photos by Joseph Sowmick 

Four students were honored at the SCA 
End of Year Powwow. (Pictured left to right: 
Sara Saunders, Alberta Trepanier, Kenneth 
Wemigwans and Christopher Spencer-Ruiz). 



Language kept alive during Sasiwaans “Step Up Celebration” 



Observer photos by Natalie Shattuck 


The June 9 Sasiwaans “Step Up Celebration” 
acknowledged and honored students. 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

The Anishinaabe Language 
Revitalization Department 
works diligently to keep the 
language alive. 


On June 9, ALRD pre- 
sented the Sasiwaans “Step Up 
Celebration” to acknowledge 
and honor the students during 
the Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 
commemoration. 

Misty Pelcher, interim lan- 
guage apprentice, offered 


a welcoming and Isabelle 
Osawamick, language outreach 
specialist, provided a prayer. 

Naanooshksag (Little 

Humming Birds) toddlers, 
Megisiisag (Little Eagles) 2 
year olds and Pichiinsag (Little 
Robins) 3 year olds classrooms 
performed and the students 
were recognized. 

Maangoonsag (Little Loons) 
and Chiijaakoonsag (Little 
Cranes) 4 and 5 year olds also 
performed and received honor 
feathers and awards. 

At Sasiwaans, the primary 
language instructors and fluent 
speakers are Pat Osawamick, 
Margaret Flamand, Danita 
Mandamin, Edward Trudeau 
and Carol Bob. 

The secondary lan- 
guage instructors are Yvette 


Pitawanakwat, Larry Kimewan, 
Carrie Herron (interim) and 
Carrie Wemigwans (interim). 

Language apprentices are 
Jenna Davis (interim), Alicia 
Dudek, Jacqueline Ortiz, 
Misty Pelcher (interim) and 
Summer Raphael. 


Maangoonsag and 

Chiij aakoonsag performed 
an honor song, and Interim 
ALRD Director Angela Peters 
gave her closing remarks. 

The ceremony ended with 
a blessing of the miijim - 
Naanooshkaasag style. 



Students displayed the efforts the Anishinaabe 
Language Revitalization Department makes to keep the 
Ojibwe language alive. 




Staff Writer 


SCA Science 

MATTHEW WRIGHT 


On May 28-29, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Academy students 
showcased the research and hard 
work put into each of their sci- 
ence fair projects. 

Students in pre-kindergarten 
through third grade teamed up to 
create a single group project for 
each grade. Students from fourth 
to sixth grade created individual 
science fair projects. 

Using the scientific method, 
each project included a problem 
and hypothesis. The hypothesis 
is then tested through experi- 
mentation with the results being 
recorded and documented. 


Adam Saboo demonstrates his 
problem of "Can baking soda and 
vinegar make a balloon inflate?" 


Mana Pelcher shows her chicken 
hypnotizing science fair booth to 
fellow SCA students. 


Observer photos by Matthew Wright 

SCA 4th grader Kayden Weekley-Dean 
proudly displays his project "Which of 
the three slimes are better?" 


Booths were set up to display 
the results and documentation. 

Students shared their find- 
ings with fellow students, 
parents and the public in the 
SCA hallways. 


Topics ranged from testing 
the velocity of different paper 
planes, to how to make a liq- 
uid rainbow and whether ice 
will melt faster when exposed 
to air versus water. 


The overall winner of the SCA 
Science Fair was Sara Saunders, 
5th grader, and her project, “What 
really powers a flower?” 

Taking second place was 
4th grader Alberta Trepanier 


with her subject “Which liq- 
uid freezes faster?” The third 
place prize went to Mana 
Pelcher with her project “Can 
all breeds of chickens be 
hypnotized?” 


'ects showcase students’ hard work and i 
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"Weird Al" Yankovic delights sold-out crowd with wacky pop parodies 



Observer photo by Matthew Wright 

Weird Al clutches his accordian 
while belting out the lyrics to "Now 
That's What I Call Polka!" 


M ATTHE W WRIGHT 

Staff Writer 

American singer, song- 
writer and parodist “Weird 
Al” Yankovic brought “The 
Manditory Tour” to the 
Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort on Friday, May 29. 

Known for his satirical 
takes on contemporary pop 
music hits, Weird Al treated 
the capacity crowd to a 
career-spanning set list of 
hit songs. 

According to weirdal. 
com, his four decade-long 
career has won him three 
Grammy Awards. 

In 2014, Weird Al released 
his 14th studio album 
“Manditory Fun”. 

The album release was an 
instant success, with a No. 1 
position on the Billboard Top 
200 chart. This was no small 
feat, as it was the first com- 
edy album in chart history to 
debut at the top position. 


He has totaled four gold 
and six platinum albums and 
wrote and starred in the 1989 
film “UHF”. 


The show 
kicked off with 
a memorable 
entrance featur- 
ing his hit song 
“Tacky”, a par- 
ody of Pharrell 
Williams’ hit 
song, “Happy”. 

As the song 
went on, the big 
screens showed 
Weird Al per- 
forming and 
dancing through 
the backstage 
area and out onto 
the SECR gam- 
ing floor. He 
entered through 
the Entertainment 
Hall doors, before 
walking down a 
main aisle and 
onto the stage. 
Weird Al con- 
tinued the night with “Lame 
Claim to Fame”. After grab- 
bing his accordion, he returned 
to the stage to perform “Now 


That’s What I Call Polka!” The 
song features a collage of polka 
style medleys, including Miley 
Cyrus’ “Wrecking Ball” and 
Macklemore’s “Thrift Shop”. 

The show featured a multi- 
tude of costume changes. The 
next song had the artist don- 
ning an outfit mimicking Lady 
Gaga, while singing “Perform 
this Way”, a parody of Gaga’s 
“Bom this Way”. Following 
that were the hit songs “Dare 
to be Stupid”, “First World 
Problems” and “Fat”. 

Much to the delight of alu- 
minum foil hat wearing fans in 
attendance, he sang the hit song 
“Foil”. The song, mimicking 
Lorde’s “Royals”, is a tongue- 
in-cheek ode to the popular 
household product. 

He appeared on stage dressed 
in a gmngy sweater and blonde 
wig to sing the song “Smells 
Like Nirvana”, a satirical ren- 
dition of the hit Nirvana song 
“Smells Like Teen Spirit”. 

“Wanna B Ur Lovr”, “Eat 
It”, “I Lost on Jeopardy”, “I 


Love Rocky Road” and “Like a 
Surgeon” were also performed. 

Riding around the stage 
on a Segway, he performed 
“White and Nerdy”, a spoof 
of Chamillionaire’s “Ridin”’. 

Another highlight fea- 
tured the artist dressed fully 
in Amish attire to sing the 
hit song “Amish Paradise”. 
During the choms, audience 
members raised their hands in 
unison to the beat of the bass. 

The following song, “We 
All Have Cell Phones” had 
audience members enthusi- 
astically waving their mobile 
devices in the air. 

Weird Al returned to the stage 
for a Star Wars-themed encore 
while flanked by storm troop- 
ers, Darth Vader and a full-sized 
Chewbacca. The hit song “The 
Saga Begins” sang to the tune of 
Don McLean’s “American Pie” 
brought the audience members 
to their feet for a standing ova- 
tion. The night came to a close 
with “Yoda”, a parody of the 
Kinks’ “Lola”. 


Comedienne Kathy Griffin brings her “D-List” humor to Soaring Eagle 


JO SEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Comedienne Kathy Griffin 
is an accomplished actress, 
writer, producer and 


television host, and on June 
6, she brought her “D-List” 
humor to Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort. 

Born in Chicago, she 
moved to Los Angeles in 
1978, where she studied 
drama at the Lee 
Strasberg Theatre 
and Film Institute 
and became a 
member of the 
irreverent impro- 
visational com- 
edy troupe “The 
Groundlings”. 

In addition 
to her comedy 
career, she has 
participated in 
two USO tours 
and credits both 
comic legends 
Joan Rivers and 
Don Rickies 
as her stand up 
influences. 

Griffin offers an 
original perspective 
with her acerbic 
wit and pull-no- 
punches comedy. 


She said she has “a self- 
diagnosed, standup comedy 
disorder” and “must share my 
thoughts on Caitlyn (Jenner), 
Barbra Streisand and those 
adorable Duggars.” 

The versatility in her live 
shows are largely impro- 
vised with the comic gos- 
siping, going off on tangents 
and telling stories from her 
outrageous experiences in 
Hollywood. 

The two-time Emmy and 
Grammy Award-winner has 
hosted 23 comedy specials 
on television. 

In 2013, Griffin was 
inducted into the Guinness 
Book of World Records for 
writing and starring in an 
unprecedented 20 televised 
stand-up specials, more than 
any comedian in history. 

Her boisterous and reveal- 
ing memoir, “Official Book 
Club Selection: A Memoir 
According to Kathy Griffin”, 
debuted at No. 1 on the New 
York Times Bestseller List. 

Kara Elmore from 
Mount Pleasant, Mich. 


complimented Griffin on 
her observational humor 
and laughed about the com- 
ment she made about a 
Frankenmuth business that 
celebrates Christmas all year. 

“She was so nice in per- 
son and hilarious on stage, 
I loved when she asked the 
crowd, ‘What the #@$* is 
Bronner’s?!”’ Elmore said. 

Andy and Kiley Wills 
from Grand Blanc, Mich, 
approve that Soaring Eagle 
brings world-renowned com- 
edy acts to its venue. 

“I think it’s a great idea to 
mix things up between the 
music and comedy because 
people enjoy having options 
for entertainment,” Andy 
Wills said. “Some people 
might enjoy comedy over 
concerts so it opens it up to 
a broader audience. . . Kathy 
Griffin performed an amaz- 
ing show that always kept 
you on your toes.” 

Brandon Hart of Mount 
Pleasant has seen numer- 
ous comedy acts at SECR 
and was looking forward to 


attending the Griffin meet 
and greet before the show. 

“We’ve all seen Kathy 
Griffin before in the media, 
but I have to say that she is 
even funnier in person,” Hart 
said. “She was very gracious 
with her fans backstage and 
she is an all-around class act 
comedian.” 

John MacArthur of Alma, 
Mich, said, “Unlike most 
comedians, Kathy made sure 
that her stand up was current 
with today’s events and per- 
sonal to each venue she per- 
formed in. No two shows are 
alike and she was a perfect 
fit for Soaring Eagle’s enter- 
tainment lineup!” 

Lindsey Matthews from 
Carson City, Mich, said, 
“The show was hilarious! 
She is such an icon and it was 
an honor just to see her.” 

Griffin is launching 
her 80-city comedy tour 
with all new material. The 
”#LIKEABOSS” tour kicks 
off June 20 in Washington, 
D.C., at the Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The multi-talented Kathy Griffin 
brought her brand of irreverent 
stand-up comedy to the delight of 
an appreciative audience. 


Cinco de Mayo Celebration at SECR provides hottest party around 


MATTHEW WR IGHT 

Staff Writer 

On Saturday, May 2, the 
Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort was rocking with 
some of the best Tejano and 
Latin musicians in the busi- 
ness. Guests were able to 
celebrate the traditional 
Mexican holiday in style, and 
even dance the night away on 
the Entertainment Hall’s spa- 
cious dance floor. 

Five acts took to the stage 
during the nightlong festivi- 
ties including Mas Tequila, 


Hugo Guerrero, Calle Seis and 
Ricardo Castillon. 

Headlining the night was 
award-winning Tejano artist AJ 
Castillo. Known for his ener- 
getic live performances, the 
musician energized the audience 
with his unique accordion style. 

Castillo has released two 
albums with ’’Who I Am” (2009) 
and ”On My Way” (2010). 

For more information on 
upcoming shows at the Soaring 
Eagle Casino & Resort, visit its 
website at www.soaringeagleca- 
sino.com, “Like” its Facebook 
page or add the Twitter handle 
Soaringeagle777. 



Calle Seis members David Guzman 
(left) on guitar and trumpeter William 
"Wild Bill" Perkins jam out together 
during the Cinco de Mayo Celebration. 



Observer photos by Matthew Wright 

Members of Mas Tequila bring their Latin-flavored 
music to the SECR Entertainment Hall stage. 
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Get your tickets at the Soaring Eagle box office, 
etix.com, or call 1 .800.51 4. ETIX 


ENTERTAINMENT ROOM PACKAGE 

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS THEN CALL 
877.2.EAGLE.2 TO BOOK YOUR ESCAPE! 


STARTING 

AT 


$ 249 


First class room. Based on double occupancy. 


- $10 IN PREMIUM PLAY 

- $10 DRINK CREDIT PER PERSON 

- 24-HOUR PASS TO AURORA BUFFET 
PER PERSON (Sun-Thurs 11 AM-11 PM 
Fri-Sat 11 AM-1 2AM) 



Health 



Nearly 150 participants compete in 


24th 
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annual Human Race 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Nearly 150 participants form at the starting line for the 24th annual 
Human Race 5K or one-mile fun run/walk. 



All participants were honored and Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

sent off by a drum song at the Seventh Joelle MacDonald-Snyder, Marcia Burch 

Generation startling line. and Sarah Deaton race to the finish line. 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

The humidity was high, but 
that did not deter the 110 5K 
runners and 34 one-mile fun 
run/walk participants during 
the 24th annual Human Race 
on June 10. 

The Wednesday night race 
was sponsored by the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe’s 
Nimkee Fitness Center, 
Seventh Generation Program 
and Nimkee Public Health. 

The event was held at the 
Elijah Elk Cultural Center. 

Rob McConnell, 41, was 
the overall 5K winner, complet- 
ing the race with a 16:29 time. 

Second place went to 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Jaden Harman, fitness 
coordinator for Nimkee, 
not only ran the 5K, he has 
also organized the event 
for 11 years. 


18-year-old John Lambrecht 
with 17:13, followed by 52-year- 
old Tim Lambrecht with 18:43. 

The top three women’s over- 
all 5K finishers were 14-year-old 
Scout Nelson with a time of 1 8 :48, 
Bailley McConnell, 15, finishing 
in 19:56 and Tori McConnell, 40, 
with a 21: 10 time. 

The top three male and 
female 5K finishers in 13 dif- 
ferent age classifications, 
along with the top three fin- 
ishers in the one-mile fun run, 
each received hand-crafted 
cedar eagle feather awards. 

David Salisbury, carpen- 
ter for the SCIT Woodshop 
department, made the awards. 

Candace Chippewa Benzinger, 
a 46-year-old Tribal Member, 
received second place in her age 
group with a 30:33 time. 

Benzinger’s first 5K was 
the SCIT-hosted 2013 “Run on 
the Rez”. This was her second 
time competing in the Human 
Race, and she said she was 
surprised to receive an award. 

“I didn’t feel I did well 
because it was extremely hot 
and humid which, in turn, 
affects a runner’s breathing, 
and for the simple fact there 
were so many runners who par- 
ticipated in the race,” she said. 

Jaden Harman, fitness 
coordinator for Nimkee, not 
only ran in the race, he has 
also organized this event for 
11 years. 

“My favorite part of the 
Human Race is watching indi- 
viduals at the finish line,” 
Harman said. “The sense of 
accomplishment from each 
participant is so fun to see. 
Although people are exhausted, 


they all have smiles on their 
faces when done. I especially 
love seeing the people who 
complete their first 5K; these 
moments are extra special.” 

Runners throughout mid- 
Michigan are invited each year 
to come to the Reservation and 
enjoy a healthy activity while 
getting a glimpse of the Native 
culture. 

The participants were sent 
off by a drum song at the 
starting line. 


A full course post-race din- 
ner was served after the race. 

Harman credits the Seventh 
Generation staff for helping 
make the event possible. 

“They are such an incred- 
ible host each year and pro- 
vide outstanding hospitality 
with the amazing dinner they 
serve,” he said. “We coordi- 
nate a very organized race that 
people appreciate. The run- 
ners also really enjoy the 5K 
course that wraps through the 


Reservation, providing a vari- 
ety of road and trail running.” 

Rick Krueger, Mount 
Pleasant cross country coach, 
ran the clock and recorded 
each finisher’s final time. 

Benzinger has advice for 
beginner runners: “Go at your 
own place. A slow run is bet- 
ter than no run. Don’t get frus- 
trated; keep on going as it’s 
very rewarding and good for 
your health. Most importantly, 
have fun!” 


Help Team SCIT 

KEEP 




WINNING 


at the 28th annual Michigan Indian Family Olympics 


Register Your Family Online 

Go to: www.sagchip.org/MIFO 

Pre-register online prior to July 9, 2015 
to be guaranteed a T-shirt. 

Free camping chair 

Incentive 

For all SCIT participants 


Check out this year’s 

Team SCIT Shirt 

For all SCIT participants 
* This is an alcohol, smoking and drug-free event. * 


Free to SCIT Members & Their Family 

Thursday, July 16 

Golf Scramble at Waabooz Run Golf Course 

• Register online at: www.sagchip/MIFO 

• All SCIT registrants play for FREE with lunch. (Must pay for your cart.) 

Friday, July 17 

Shepherd High School (iooe. Haiist, shepherd) 

• Track & Field Competitions and Games 

• Registration open from 7:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. 

• Opening Ceremonies begin at 9 a.m. 

Baby Crawl, Tot Trots, Elder Walks, Archery, Various Dashes 
and Runs, Softball Throw, Long Jump & Bean Bag Toss! 

For more information or questions, please contact: 

Jaden Harman, Nimkee Fitness Coordinator | 989-775-4694 





Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 

H< Working Together for Our Future " 


707(3 E. Broadway 
Mowll Pk'jsjiil, Ml 48858 
989-775-4000 
www tp.org 



28 th Annual 

Michigan Indian 


§ Family Olympics $ 


Friday, July 17, 2015 

Shepherd High School 

100 E. Hall St., Shepherd, MI 48883 

• Registration open from 7:30 a.m. - 1 1 a.m. 

• Opening ceremonies begin at 9 a.m. 

• Cost: $10 per person ages 5-54 (other ages free) 

Pre-registration Deadline is July 15 

Early Online Registration Opens on June 1 

Go to: www.sagchip.org/MIFO 


Golf Scramble on Thursday, July 16 

Visit www.sagchip.org/MIFO for more information. 

Sponsors: 

Gold Sponsors: Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 

Silver Sponsors: Blue Cross Blue Shield, Nottawaseppi Huron Band of 

Potawatomi 

Bronze Sponsors: Blarney Castle Oil & Propane, 

Sams Club, SCIT At-Large Department 

Other: Little Traverse Bay Band, Monarch Welding and Engineering, SCIT 
Housing Department, Grey Sky Guys and Niibing Giizis Photography 


For more information, please contact: Jaden Harman at 989.775.4694 

*This event is open to all Native Americans and their family members. **This is a drug, smoking and alcohol-free event. 



Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 

“ Working Together for Our Future” 


7070 E. Broadway 
Mount Pleasant, MI 48858 
989-775-4000 
www.sagchip.org 
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Health 


Treat yourself to fresh seasonal produce at the Native Farmers Market 


SALL Y VAN CISE 

Nutritionist 

Eating seasonally is one of 
the best ways to treat yourself 
while taking care of the envi- 
ronment; you'll find a wealth 
of information at the Native 
Farmers Market and all the 
local farmers markets. 

Farmers markets are wonder- 
ful places to take children; it's an 
adventure and they'll have unlim- 
ited questions as their fascination 
explodes while immersed in the 
wonders of the market! 

Focal farmers will appre- 
ciate the enthusiasm and be 
happy to answer questions that 
arise. You may love the pro- 
duce section in a grocery store, 
but there's no comparison for 
the magic of the market! 



The Native Farmers Market 
is open Tuesdays from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., until Oct. 14. 

This year, the market will be 
held in the Housing Pavilion 
until relocated to the new pavil- 
ion, which will be on the north- 
east comer of Broadway and 
Featon Roads. 

Are you wondering when the 
different veggies and fruit are in 
season? Check out the Michigan 
Availability Guide, shown to the 
right, courtesy of the Michigan 
State University Extension. 


Michigan Availability Guide 

This chart is a buying guide for fruits and vegetables \ -S 

commonly grown in Michigan. It shows a wide range of 
availability because the season for fruits and vegetables ^ ^ 

varies slightly from year to year and from one area of the *2% ' 

state to another. * > 
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Counting daily steps and setting goals to improve health 


JUDY D AVIS 

Public Health BCCCP Clerk 

An interesting article has come 
to us from “Science of Us” by 
Jesse Singal regarding the well- 
known 10,000 steps a day. 

Ask anyone how many steps 
a day you should be taking and 
they automatically will say 
10,000, but is there really a 
medical reason for this? The 
answer is no, because 10,000 


steps a day has nothing to do 
with today’s lifestyles. 

The 10,000 steps per day 
idea came from Japan in the 
‘60s, starting around the 1964 
Tokyo Olympics. A Japan com- 
pany created a “man po-kei” or 
a pedometer. 

“Man” stands for 10,000, 
“po” stands for step, and “kei” 
stands for meter or gauge. Thus, 
the 10,000 steps became a good 
marketing name for the newly 


created pedometer. It caught on 
big time with the Japanese and 
eventually spread elsewhere. 

Nutritionist researchers tell 
us that 10,000 steps is too sim- 
plistic. There is nothing wrong 
with shooting for 10,000, but 
doing 5,000 or even 2,500 is 
definitely great for people who 
normally do not exercise at all. 

Whatever your level of exer- 
cise and diet is, the important 
message is to continually try 


to step up to the next level. If 
you are walking at a daily pace 
of 2,000, then work toward a 
goal of 5,000 steps per day, 
etc. Coupled with a sensible 
diet, this will lead to a health- 
ier lifestyle. 

A reminder for all of 
those who are doing the Blue 
Cross Tribe to Tribe Walking 
Challenge, the challenge ends 
July 5, so be sure all numbers 
are in the system by July 8. 


Join us at the Michigan 
Indian Family Olympics in 
Shepherd, Mich, on Friday, 
July 17. 

With the nice summer 
weather, many individuals 
are walking outdoors, but 
just a reminder that through 
the Public Health 4x4 Grant, 
SCIT Members and employ- 
ees are still able to walk at 
Morey Courts on those not so 
nice days. 


^Wealth 





Behavioral Health 

PROGRAMS 

Nog-da-win-da-meg • “Taking care of one another” 


2800 S. Shepherd Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant MI, 48858 

989 - 775-4850 

www.sagchip.org/behavioralheaith 


Outpatient Services 

The outpatient program strives to meet the needs of the Anishi- 
nabek population of children, adolescents, adults and the elderly 
through the delivery of integrated services. This program is guid- 
ed by ideals and principles that are reflective of the Anishinabek 
values and beliefs. 

There are many reasons why an individual may need mental 
health counseling. He or she may have a chemical imbalance 
that is making it difficult to function, which can be aided 
through drugs but may also require some form of talk therapy. 
There may be unresolved trauma that is plaguing an individual. 
In nearly any case where a psychological issue is making daily 
functioning a problem, mental health counseling can help. 

• Individual Adult Counseling & Couples Therapy 

• Early Recovery Skills/Basic Education Group 

• Individual Child & Adolescent Counseling 

• Anger Management Education 

• Intensive Outpatient Counseling 

• Batterers’ Intervention Group 

• Transitional Supportive Living 

• Anger Management Group 

• Anishinabek Helping Healer 

• Traditional Practitioner 

• Gambling Addiction Counseling 

• Adolescent Substance Abuse Group 

• Parent Counseling 

• Group Counseling 

• DBT Group 

• Family Counseling 

• Women’s Support Group 

• Case Management Services 

• Psychiatric Services 

• School-Based Counseling 


Residential Services 

Located in the heart of the Isabella Reservation, we offer 
community-based programs catering to the needs of Native 
Americans who want to begin a journey to recovery. 
Programming is based on the twelve steps and incorporates 
the cultural and traditional process. Residents are exposed to 
the Ojibwe language, ceremonies, Native values and historical 
contexts through our cultural curriculum which is supported by 
our clinical approaches. 

Program Goals: 

• Promote balance and harmony within individuals and the community. 

• Provide services aimed at reducing personal, family, social, physical, 
emotional and spiritual distress to individuals. 

• Provide an environment that is met with honesty, humility, love, 
truthfulness, bravery, respect and wisdom. 

• Provide documentation and evaluation of services pertaining to all clients’ 
activities, planning, management, support services and training. 


Nami Migizi Nangwiihgan 

“Under the Eagle Wing” 

The purpose of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan’s 
domestic violence program is to assist those affected by domestic 
violence in finding another path without abuse. 

Individual needs will be addressed by utilizing emergency 
transportation to other shelters and case management services. 
We are dedicated to providing resources, safety and advocacy to 
ensure the physical, mental, spiritual and emotional well-being 
of families victimized by violence. In order to achieve balance 
and independence, we as a community, need to re-establish a 
support network of services and resources. 

The domestic violence services are open to anyone who is a 
victim of domestic violence, sexual assault and/or stalking. 

• Batterers’ Intervention Program • Cultural Sensitivity 

• 24/7 Support • Confidentiality/Privacy 

• Group Therapy • Victim Advocacy 

• Individual Therapy • Education and Outreach 

• Case Management 


Provide coordinated professional referral sources as a network of 
recovery support linkages. 


Struggling? 

Need Support? Need skill reminders? 

Join us at RTC-Behavioral Health for the 

Drop-in Relapse Prevention Group 


Mondays: 5:30-7 p.m. (Dinner on your own) 
Fridays: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. (Light lunch included) 

Come when you can! As often as you want! 


Topics covered include: 

Red Road teachings, step work, relapse prevention 
skills, mindfulness, medicine wheel teachings and case 
management services. 
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Elderly need special care in hot weather 


(Editors note: The following 
article comes from UC Davis 
Health System at ucdmc. 
ucdavis.edu. This article has 
been submitted by Andahwod 
Continuing Care Community 
and Elder Services.) 

An elder may not be aware of 
feeling overheated or dehy- 
drated, so it's important to pay 
close attention to the health 
and well-being of loved ones 
and friends during a heat wave. 

Hot weather can be a big 
concern for older people, 
said Calvin Hirsch, a geriat- 
rics specialist with UC Davis 
Health System. 

“No one is comfortable 
when the temperature soars,” 
Hirsch, a professor of internal 
medicine, said. “But seniors 
account for a disproportionate 
number of heat-related hospi- 
talizations and deaths.” 

Hirsch said many factors 
are involved in why seniors 
are so vulnerable in the heat. 
Some individuals have health 
problems, such as heart dis- 
ease, that make it more diffi- 
cult for the body to circulate 
blood properly and dissipate 


heat. Others are on medica- 
tions, like diuretics (water 
pills), that cause water loss 
and worsen the dehydrating 
effects of high temperatures. 

Obese individuals have an 
especially hard time keeping cool. 

Many seniors who live on 
their own will not or cannot 
venture far from their homes 
or apartments. For security 
reasons, they also are less 
inclined to keep windows open 
to help with the cooling power 
of air circulation. If the power 
goes out and air conditioning 
or fans don't work, elderly 
residents are much more vul- 
nerable to rising indoor tem- 
peratures and may be unable 
to easily leave for a cooler 
environment. 

Preventing heat-related ill- 
ness depends mostly on mak- 
ing efforts to stay comfort- 
able: Drinking fluids when 
thirsty, sponging off with a 
cool towel, and escaping unre- 
lenting heat in a location with 
more comfortable and safer 
temperatures. 

“An elderly person may not 
even be aware of being thirsty 
or feeling too hot, especially 


JULY 2015 

Tribal Elder Birthdays 

1 Lester Chippeway Jr., 
Kimberly Palmer 

19 

Randy James, 

Melissa Mowry 

2 Doris Romer, Joseph 

Sowmick, Betty Stallcup, 

20 

Phyllis Kequom, 

Robert Abraham 

Sherry Hileman 

21 

Matthew Sprague, 

Joe Brown 

3 Janis Ash, Belinda Land, 
Randall Bird, Lee Kerns 

22 

Kimberly Dorow, Loiuse 
Hunt, Michael Neyome, 

4 Michelle Wendell 

6 Deborah Christie, 

James Trisch 


David Russell, 

Carmeline Steele 

7 Joanne Rogers 

23 

Simon Jackson Sr., Lewis 
Mena, Linell Crampton, 
Robert Fallis III, 

Tina Howard 

8 Carmen Otto, 

Timothy Sedlow 


9 Mary Johnson, Patricia 
Keshick, Harry Pelcher, 
Jocelyn Perkins, Vicky 
Madosh, Phillip Meir III 

24 

David Perez Sr., Gary 
Sprague, Annette Ackley, 
Duane Beaulieu Jr., Cheryl 
Berlin, Andrew Falcon, 

1 0 Greg Falsetta, Barbara Link 


Jane Jolly, John McDonald, 
Lisa Starkey 

1 1 Diane Dege, Leo Jackson Jr., 
Nancy Nedwash, 

Lawrence Verga Jr. 


25 

Guy Jackson, 

Michael Dalton, 

Anthony Sprague Sr. 

12 Eric Anderson, William 
McClain, David Miller, 
Laurence Peters 


26 

Barbara Durga, Betty 

Gould, Veronica High, 

Sheri Jackson, 

Samuel Sharon 

1 3 Delmar J ackson Jr. , Mary 
Bukowiec, William Kellogg 


27 

John Jackson, Myron 

Cloutier, Donald Federico, 
Tracey Frank, Donald 

14 Dennis Christy Sr., Dennis 
Quayle, Gregory Stevens 

1 5 Julius Peters, Donald 

Nelson, Juanita Rogers 


Leaureauxjr., 

Elizabeth Mena 

16 Paul Walker, 

Julie Walker-Hunt 

28 

Judy Johnson, Thomasine 
MeShawboose, Duane 

17 Larry Burnham, Gary 

Grillis, Kevin Hancock, 

Gerald Nahgahgwon, Mark 
Powell, Mark Walraven 


Beaulieu, Colleen Kirby 

30 

Marlin Bennett, Mary 
Gonzales, Ann Orr, 

Edith Padilla 

1 8 Clare Camburn, Marcus 
Peters, Miranda Stockel 

31 

Yvonne Glomski, Mark 
Stevens, Marlene Gray 


if suffering from dementia or 
diabetes, which diminishes 
sensation,” Hirsch said. “Many 
medications, such as tranquil- 
izers, can blunt an individual's 
awareness of discomfort, as 
can alcohol.” 

With high temperatures, 
it's especially important for 
elders to follow heat-wave 
precautions: 

Stay in the coolest place as 
much as possible, and avoid 
too much activity. Usually 
the coolest part of a house is 
on the first floor. Outdoors, in 
the shade, may be cooler than 
indoors, especially if a breeze 
comes up. 


Use the air conditioner! 
Many elders avoid turning it 
on to save money. If there is 
no air conditioner or the power 
has gone out, seniors should 
try to spend at least a few 
hours in an air-conditioned 
public place, such as a library, 
shopping mall, movie theater 
or restaurant. 

Eat lightly and drink plenty of 
fluids. Avoid alcohol and drinks 
with caffeine. Make use of hand- 
held, battery-operated fans and 
misters. These inexpensive gad- 
gets usually can be found in 
many stores. They can be life- 
savers during hot weather, espe- 
cially if the power goes out 


Rub wet washcloths over 
your wrists, face, and back of 
neck. For a quicker cool-down, 
wrap ice cubes in a washcloth 
or use packs of frozen vegeta- 
bles or blue cooler packs. 

It’s crucial that we all stay in 
frequent touch with elders and 
neighbors during a heat wave. 

Keep in mind that heat 
stroke may begin with flu-like 
symptoms such as a loss of 
appetite, nausea, light-headed- 
ness or muscle cramping. But 
such symptoms can develop 
rapidly or slowly over a period 
of days. Heat stroke can be 
fatal if not recognized and 
treated in time. 


District One Elders 2015-2016 Advisory 
Board introduced on June 10 


JOS EPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

The District 1 Elders Advisory 
Board (EAB) held its annual 
District One Elders meeting on 
June 10 at Andahwod. 

SCIT Public Relations 
Director Frank Cloutier served 
as emcee for the event with 
Tribal Council Secretary 
Sandy Sprague in attendance 
and Tribal Chaplain Jennifer 
Wassegijig offering a prayer for 
the Elders. 

Tribal Elder Dennis Kequom 
was honored for his years of ser- 
vice as an outgoing EAB Board 
Member and received a jacket 
commemorating his tenure. 



Courtesy of Elders Advisory Board 


The 2015-16 EAB Board was appointed by the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Council. (Pictured left to right: Cynthia 
Floyd, Joseph Sowmick, Marie Kequom, Chair Terry 
Bonnau, Secretary/Treasurer Carole Tally, Co-Chair Kathy 
Hart, Barb Sprague and David Anderson. Not pictured are 
Elders Ida Ruth Lenhart and Philemon Sprague.) 


Michigan Indian Elders Conference 


MIEC 

July 22-23 


Michigan Indian Elders 
Association Conference 

SECR Entertainment Hall 

Registration begins: 8 a.m. 


• Cost is free 

• SECR rooms available at participant’s expense. 

(The room rate is $78, tax included per night. Please use the group code 
MIEA721 1 5 when inquiring about a room.) 

• Deadline is June 30. 

For more information , please call 989. 775.4300 


ANDAHWOD 
ELDER SERVICES 

The MIEA was formed in 1997 
to address the varied needs 
for the Elders in the state of 
Michigan. 

The purpose is to aid and 
assist in the improvement of 
the economic, social, health- 
ful and spiritual wellbeing of 
Elders through a forum where 
the Elders speak, learn, grow 
and exercise control over their 
environment by having repre- 
sentation, enabling access to 
services, provide prevention 
training, and act as an advocate 
for member organizations. 


MIEA has representation 
from each of the state's 12 fed- 
erally-recognized tribes. 


For more information, 
please visit www.michiganindi- 
anelders.org 





Crafts 

Activities with Elisa 

"~0 



Mondays at 1 p.m. 

July 7 & 14 at 5 p.m. 

O 

t 

n 

Euchre 

Elders Breakfast 

5 

c 

Tuesdays at 6 p.m. 

July 8 & 22 at 9 a.m. Contact: 989.775.4300 

r 

<d 

Exercise 

Knitting 

03 

1 1 1 

Tuesdays & Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. 

July 9, 16 & 30 at 1 p.m. 

> V 

"~n 


>* 

Language Bingo 

Saganing Daytrip 




July 2 at 1 p.m. Contact: 989.775.4307 

July 14 at 9 a.m. 

L. 


Jewelry with Kay 

Elder Bean Bag Toss 

<c 



July 7 at 1 p.m. Contact: 989.775.4302 

July 28 at 6 p.m. 




** Activities and events 

are subject to change. 








INAUGURAL SAGINAW CHIPPEWA TRIBE'S 
NATIONAL INVITATIONAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 

• AUG. 22 - 23, 2015 I MT. PLEASANT, MICHIGAN • 





WaaboozRun 

Golf Course 




pOI~ILC7\T 


TOTAL MINIMUM PRIZE POOL: $20,440 I TOTAL MAXIMUM PRIZE POOL: $60,890 

Sponsorship opportunities available. Please contact Tanya Bardy: tbardy@sagchip.org I 989.775.0073 





SAT., AUG. 22 & SUN., AUG. 23 
Waabooz Run Golf Course & The Pohlcat Golf Course 
TEE TIME I 9AM at both courses • ENTRY FEE I $600 per team 


Guests must register as 3-person teams for The Players Tournament. 


«o» 


• SENIORS 3-MAN SCRAMBLE • 

For players 50 years and older. 

FRI., AUG. 21 Waabooz Run Golf Course 
TEE TIME I 9AM • 1 8 Holes 

ENTRY FEES 

$ 1 00/Person $300/Threesome 
Two flights payout based on entries. 


•WOMEN'S • 
3-PLAYER SCRAMBLE 

FRI., AUG. 21 I The Pohlcat Golf Course 
TEE TIME I 9AM • 1 8 Holes 

ENTRY FEES 

$ 1 00/Person $300/Threesome 
Two flights payout based on entries. 


• SKINS GAME • 

FRI., AUG. 21 Waabooz Run Golf Course 


& The Pohlcat Golf Course 
TEE TIME I 6PM • 1 8 Holes 

ENTRY FEES 

$10 + Green Fees/Person 
$30 + Green Fees/Threesome 
Must be registered for The Players 
Tournament to participate. 






Call 1 .877. 2. EAGLE. 2 to reserve your space today. All teams must have at least 1 Native American member. 
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Jx\bd\Calendar 

< JULY 2015 EVENT PLANNER > 



Men's Meeting 

July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 | 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

• Location: Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

• Contact: 989-775-2370 ext . 214 

• Open communication, talking circle 

• For adults and young men (6th graders and older) 

Climate Change Prayer Day 

July 2 1 10 (lm. - 5 p.m, . 

• Location: Seventh Generation 

• Contact: 989-775-4780 

• The goal is to unify the community and bring 
awareness on the issue of climate science, through 
prayer, art and education. 

Women's Tradition Society 

July 6, 1 3, 20, 27| 5 - 6:30 p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4879 

Monday Night "Masters" 

July 6, 13, 20, 27 

• Location: Maple Creek Golf Club in Shepherd, Mich. 

• Contact: 989-775-4128 

Summer Kickball Games 

July 7 & August 12 | 4-6 p.m. 

• Location: Broadway Ball Field & Pavilion 

• Contact: 989-775-4590 

• Tribal Police/Fire Dept./Community kickball game 

• Burgers, hot dogs and chips. 

Tuesday Night Giigohn Fishing 

July 7, 14,21,31 

• Contact: 989-775-4128 

• Ages 16 and younger fish for free. 


Native Farmers Market 

July 7, 14, 21 , 28 1 10 a.m. -2p.m. 

• Location: Housing Pavilion, until new Farmers Market 
pavilion is complete. 

• Contact: 989-775-4059 

Al-Anon Family Group Meeting 

July 7, 14, 21, 28 | 5p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-3742 

• Strength and hope for friends and families of 
problem drinkers. 

B. Sprague Open Co-Ed & Mens 

July 1 1 | Tee off: 10 a.m. 

• Location: Waabooz Run Golf Course 

• Contact: 989-400-1838 or 989-772-4013 

• Entry fee: $120 per team 

• Two person scramble 

• Entry fee covers: 18 holes of golf, cart, lunch and prizes. 

• Skins - $30 a team 

• Early bird registration ends July 4 

Family Spirit Support Group 

July 1 5 1 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

• Location: Nimkee Public Health Kitchen 

• Contact: 989-775-4616 


Saganing Health and Safety Fair 

July 1 6 1 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

• Location: Saganing Tribal Center 

• Contact: 989-775-5820 

• "Surf the Health and Safety Tidal Wave" 

Housing Financial Workshop 

July 16 1 12p.m. 

• Location: Housing Conference Room 

• Contact: 989-775-4552 

Women's Support Group 

July 21 | 5:30 -7p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4896 

Eagle Spirit Award Banquet 

July 31 \ 5:30-7 :30p.m. 

• Location: Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort 

• Contact: 989-775-4505 

Little Elk All Native Golf Tournament 

August 1 | Tee off: 10 a.m. 

• Location: Waabooz Run Golf Course 

• Contact: 989-400-1838 or 989-772-4013 

• Entry fee: $120 per team 


Gamblers Anonymous (GA) Meetings 

12-step program for people that have a gambling problem. 

Mondays & Thursdays 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Mount Pleasant First United Methodist Church 
400 S. Main St. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


. Narcotics Anonymous Meetings 

• Tuesdays: 6 p.m., Wesley Foundation at CMU 

1400 S. Washington St., Mount Pleasant 

|l~ Thursdays: 6:30 p.m., First Methodist Church 

■* 400 S. Main St., Mount Pleasant 

I. Saturdays: 7 p.m., Mount Pleasant Alano Club 

1201 N. Fancher Rd., Mount Pleasant 


TRIBAL COMMUNITY CALENDAR JULY 2015 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY 


THURSDAY 


FRIDAY 


Talking 

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 

Circle 

Andahwod Maple Room 

For more information contact: Kim 989.289.3088, Roger 989.944.1937 


1 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Traditional Teaching 

Saganing | 1 1 a.m. - 1 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


4 


SAT. /SUN. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Jake & Mary Pine 

7 th Generation | 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


Jake & Mary Pine 

7 th Generation | 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Ogitchedaw Meeting 

Seniors Room | 6 p.m. 

D. Dowd: Traditional Healing 

B. Health | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m 

Healing Lodge 

B. Health | 9:30 p.m. 


8 


10 


n 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

D. Dowd: Traditional Healing 

B. Health | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


12 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Tribal Observer 

Deadline | 3 p.m. 

AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


19 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 

At-Large Community Picnic 

Tribal Gym | 12 - 2 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


26 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


27 


28 


29 


30 


31 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Summer Feast 

7 th Generation | 5:30 - p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 

Grandmother Moon 

B. Health | 9 p.m. 


• SECR Payroll 
SCIT Per Capita 

• SCIT Payroll 

• Waste Collection* 

*Bins must be curbside by 6:30 a.n 


Tribal departments: Our primary source for information is the Shared Network Community Calendar. You may access the Community Calendar by going onto the Shared-Drive and 
clicking on the Tribal Community Calendar. This is a very useful tool that we suggest everyone explore. Start by creating a shortcut, then adding an event, enjoy! 
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Observer Classifieds 

A 

Tribal Observer Classifieds 

100 Employment 125 Miigwetch 

105 Lost and Found 130 Services 

110 For Rent 135 Events 

115 For Sale 140 Giveaways 

120 Announcements 145 Miscellaneous 

To place your ad, call the Tribal Observer at 989-775-4010, Email: observer@sagchip.org, visit our office in Tribal 
Operations or mail to Tribal Observer, Attn.: Classified, 7070 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. Please have all 
submissions and payment in by deadline. Classified rates are $10 for 15 words or less, and 75 cents per additional 
word. Any thumbnail image costs an additional $15. Apply to job postings online at www.sagchip.org 


100 Employment 


Tribal 

Operations 


Treasury Investment 
Manager 

Open to the public. CPA or 
master's degree in finance or 
accounting with four years 
experience in cash manage- 
ment and investing. Must have 
knowledge and demonstrate ex- 
perience in working with invest- 
ments and cash management 
activities. Must possess strong 
analytical skills, interpersonal 
skills and communication skills. 

Multimedia Programmer 

Open to the public. Four year 
college in any of these areas: 
Computer science, computer 
programming languages (pre- 
ferred), or demonstrated equiva- 
lent work experience. Four years 
applicable IS/IT communica- 
tions work experience. Willing- 
ness to master new software and 
new programming languages. 

General Labor Pool 
(Temporary Employee) 
Tribal Member posting. Must 
be at least 1 8 years of age and 
possess a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Applicants must 
have a telephone contact num- 
ber and be available on short no- 
tice for short-term employment. 

Clerical Pool 
(Temporary Employee) 
Tribal Member posting. Must 
be at least 18 years of age and 
possess a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Clerical experi- 
ence is a plus. Applicants must 
have a telephone contact num- 
ber and be available on short no- 
tice for short-term employment. 

Comm Services Web 
Store Clerk PIT 

Open to the public. Must be a 
at least 18 years of age. High 
school diploma or G.E.D re- 
quired. Must have good com- 
munication skills, basic comput- 
er skills, and the ability to handle 
tasks in a busy environment. 

School-Based 
Consulting Clinician 

Open to the public. Master’s 
degree in psychology, social 
work, or closely-related field. 
Two years experience in mental 
health services working with 
children and families of children 
with severe emotional distur- 
bances in an academic setting. 
Teaching certification preferred. 

Probation Officer 

Open to the public. B.S. or 
B.A in criminal justice or re- 
lated field or equivalent work 
experience in criminal justice/ 
law enforcement. Must pos- 
sess excellent verbal and writ- 
ten communication skills, 
and be proficient in Microsoft 
Office. Must be available on 
nights and weekends in addi- 
tion to the regular work week. 

Economic Development 
Director 

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in business administra- 
tion, economic development, 
public administration or com- 
munity planning plus five 
years of work experience in a 


relevant and progressive lead- 
ership position. Provides key 
guidance and methodology 
strategies to determine the fea- 
sibility of potential economic 
development projects for all 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal in- 
terests both locally and abroad. 

Social Services Supervi- 
sor Protective Services 

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in social work or related 
field required. Master’s degree 
preferred. Four years experi- 
ence in a human services setting 
and one yearsupervisory expe- 
rience. Must have knowledge 
of applicable tribal and fed- 
eral law as they pertain to tribal 
children and families. Must 
be able to obtain and main- 
tain a Tribal driver’s license. 

Support Services Tech I 

Open to the public. Two plus 
years IT help desk experience or 
four year IT-related degree. 
Must be capable of undergoing 
and passing the background in- 
vestigation for gaming license. 
Upon employment must agree to 
sign confidentiality agreement. 
Needs to have a basic under- 
standing of computer and server 
hardware, and network con- 
nectivity. Must pass IT-related 
competency exam. Must be able 
to leam new software and hard- 
ware systems on a regular basis. 

Resident Care Manager 

Open to the public. Must be a 
licensed registered nurse (BSN 
preferred), with at least one year 
of long-term care experience. 
Knowledge of and/or willing- 
ness to leam about and under- 
stand the Tribal community 
and outside systems is required. 

Resident Service Aide 

Open to the public. Must pos- 
sess a high school diploma 
or equivalent and must be 18 
years of age. Knowledge of, 
or willingness to leam about, 
the Saginaw Chippewa In- 
dian community required. 

Dietary Cook Aide 

Open to the public. Must have 
high school diploma. This 
position also requires previ- 
ous experience in a kitchen 
atmosphere. With quantity 
and quality food preparation 
and service in a group resi- 
dential atmosphere preferred. 

Bus Driver - SCA 

Open to the public. Must have 
high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Must meet the minimum 
requirements for a school bus 
driver as defined by the State 
of Michigan: Must pass a 
criminal histoiy investigation: 
Must be at least 21 years old. 


SECR 


Line Cook 

Open to the public. Must be 
18 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
One year of restaurant cook- 
ing experience with increas- 
ing levels of responsibility, 
communication and teamwork 
skills. Or six months of SECR 
internal culinary training. 

Steward Part-Time 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 


a high school diploma or GED. 
Desire to work hard. Must have 
an organized and thorough in 
work ethic and a strong desire 
to provide service. Exceptional 
people skills, high level of en- 
thusiasm and professionalism. 

Inventory Control 
Warehouser 

Open to the public. High school 
diploma or equivalent. Must 
be able to obtain/maintain a 
gaming license. Must be able 
to obtain/maintain a Tribal 
driver’s license and main- 
tain a CDL Class B license. 
One to three years experi- 
ence in driving vehicles/rigs 
that require CDL designation. 

Cosmetologist PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 1 8 years or older upon 
employment. High school di- 
ploma or equivalent required. 
Must possess and maintain a 
Michigan state license in cos- 
metology with 1600 training 
hours, followed by comple- 
tion of state license with 
two year renewal required. 

Security Officer PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age and 
have a high school diploma or 
equivalent. May be required 
to perform their duties during 
hazardous conditions that could 
include severe weather and fire. 

Bartender Beverage PT 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 18 years of age. 
Must have a high school 
diploma or equivalent. 

Massage Therapist PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 1 8 years or older upon 
employment. High school 
diploma or equivalent re- 
quired. Must have a valid 
Michigan massage certifica- 
tion and 600 total hours re- 
quired for massage certification. 

Casino Housekeeper PT 

In-house. Must be at least 18 
years of age with a high school 
diploma or equivalent. No 
previous experience required. 

Line Server Aurora FT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 

Kitchen Equipment 
Worker 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma. 
Must have three years expe- 
rience in commercial food 
equipment repair. Universal 
certification and/or within 
thirty days after employed. 

Entertainment Security 
Officer PT (Seasonal) 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 18 years of age 
and have a high school di- 
ploma or equivalent. 

Line Cook 
Little Eagle - FT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 18 years of age and have a 
high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. One years of restaurant 
cooking experience with in- 
creasing levels of responsibil- 
ity, communication and team- 
work skills. Or six months of 
SECR internal culinary training. 


High Lift Operator FT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Must be able 
to withstand heights up to 90 
feet. Must pass lift/safety train- 
ing. Prefer one-year experience 
working at elevated levels. 

Line Server PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 
Must be able to work weekends, 
holidays, and graveyard shifts. 

Function Service PT 
Casino Beverage 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
One year customer service ex- 
perience and/or the ability to suc- 
cessfully pass in house training. 

Revenue Auditor PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 
bookkeeping or cashier experi- 
ence. Prior experience working 
in gaming setting preferred. 
The ability to perform computa- 
tions with accuracy is essential. 

Transit Driver PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 
Must be at least 21 years of 
age. Must have a valid Michi- 
gan drivers license and must be 
able to obtain and maintain a 
Tribal drivers license and qual- 
ify for coverage by our insur- 
ance carrier. Must have a valid 
CDL with passenger endorse- 
ments or a chauffer’s license. 

Waitstaff PT - All Outlets 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma or 
equivalent. Needs to be able 
to deal with the public under 
stressful situations, be a team 
player, work flexible hours. 

Guest Room Attendant 
FT - Hotel 

Open to the public. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or GED. Previous house- 
keeping experience preferred. 

Line Cook FT 
Associate Dining 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age with a 
high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. One years of restaurant 
cooking experience with in- 
creasing levels of responsibil- 
ity, communication and team- 
work skills. Or six months of 
SECR internal culinary training. 

Table Games Dealer PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 


high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Must be able to obtain 
and maintain a gaming license. 

Host/Hostess PT 
Siniikaung 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age have a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Must have good guest service 
skills and work well with others. 

Lead Cook 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age with a 
high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Two years of restaurant 
cooking experience with in- 
creasing levels of responsibil- 
ity, proven leadership, commu- 
nication and teamwork skills. 

Host/Hostess PT-Diner 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age have a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Must have good guest service 
skills and work well with others. 

Waitstaff (level 1 ) 
Siniikaung PT 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 18 years of age. 
Must have a high school di- 
ploma or equivalent. Must 
have accurate math skills. 


SELC 


Food & Beverage 
Attendant PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Some cash handling, bank- 
ing or accounting experience 
preferred. Must be able to oper- 
ate a cash register and calculator. 

Inventory Control 
Driver PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Must be able to 
obtain/maintain a gaming li- 
cense. Must be able to obtain 
and maintain a Tribal driver’s 
license. Requires a chauffeur’s 
license. Experience with Food- 
Trak or other warehouse man- 
agement software preferred. 

Line Cook FT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 18 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
One year restaurant cooking 
experience with increasing lev- 
els of responsibility, commu- 
nication and teamwork skills. 

Casino Shift Manager 

Open to the public. High school 
diploma or equivalent. Bach- 
elor's degree preferred. Five 
or more years of progressively 
responsible experience in gam- 
ing operations. Three or more 


years of management experi- 
ence required, preferably in 
managing a department. Abil- 
ity to work in a high stress, 
fast paced, work environment. 

Line Cook PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
One year restaurant cooking 
experience with increasing lev- 
els of responsibility, commu- 
nication and teamwork skills. 

Count Team Associate PT 

Open to the public. High school 
diploma or equivalent. Basic 
math skills and ability to han- 
dle large amounts of currency. 

Finance Shift Supervisor 

Open to the public. Associates 
degree with one year supervi- 
sory experience or high school 
diploma or equivalent with two 
years related experience in cage 
(finance/gaming) operations 
or banking operations. Basic 
math skills and ability to han- 
dle large amounts of currency. 

Maintenance Worker PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 18 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 

Waitstaff (level 1 ) 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 


100 Employment 


Ojibwe Language 
& Culture Teacher 
Responsible to: Teach Ojibwe 
in a classroom to K4-8 students. 
Assist in development of Native 
curriculum. Collaborate in plan- 
ning cultural activities. Provide 
translations. Provide Ojibwe 
resources for cultural instruc- 
tion. Collaborate to integrate 
Native Language & Culture 
throughout the school. Qualifi- 
cations: Knowledge of Ojibwe 
Language, fluency preferred 
but not required. Teaching ex- 
perience preferred, but not re- 
quired. Experience with urban 
children/Native American stu- 
dents a plus. Teaching certifica- 
tion preferred but not required. 
Competitive wages & benefits. 
Relocation possible. Send re- 
sume & letter to: Bonnie 
Thielecke, Indian Community 
School 10405 West St. Mar- 
tins Road, Franklin, WI 53132 
Thielecke_b@ics-milw.org 


130 Services 


Fox Home Builders 

All types of home improve- 
ments. Kitchen and bath re- 
modeling, additions. Experi- 
enced and local. 989-773-4665. 


Summons and Complaint Notices 


SUMMONS AND COMPLAIN IN THE MATTER OF MARIA CARRANZA 
CORONADO WILKINS: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 989- 
775-4800 Case No. 15-0-0293 Plaintiff: Maria Campos 746 Hardwick St. SE Grand Rapids, 
MI 49548 616-617-4970 Vs. Defendant: Maria Carranza Coronado Wilkins 1111 Maple St. 
Saginaw, MI 48602. Notice to defendant: 1. You are being sued in the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Court. 2. You have 21 days after receiving this summons to file an answer with the 
court and to serve a copy on the other party or take other lawful action. Please note that if 
you were served by certified mail or served outside of the reservation land you have 28 days 
to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or take other action within the time 
allowed may result in a default Judgment being entered against you for the relief requested 
in Plaintiff’s complaint. This summons expires on Nov. 8, 2015. 


Highlight 
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“Honoring, Healing & Remembering” event sheds light on 
Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


(Pictured left to right) Oneida Nation of the Thames River 
descendant David Syckle II and Helping Healer Beatrice Jackson 
offer good medicine as Snowbird Singer Daisy Kostus and 
Ziibiwing Curator William Johnson take turns reading the names 
of the 226 students who walked through the western door. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Every year since 2009, the 
annual “Honoring, Healing & 
Remembering” event sheds 
light on the atrocities inflicted 
on the Native students who 
attended the Mount Pleasant 
Indian Industrial Boarding 
School (MIIBS). 

The historical roots of the 
sadness trace back to the U.S. 
Congress where they estab- 
lished MIIBS to fulfill part 
of the 1855 Treaty with the 
Anishnaabek in Michigan. 

Through an act of Congress, 
the Anishinabe Three Fires 
Confederacy lands were taken, 
and in exchange, government 
officials promised to provide 
an education to all American 
Indian children. 

The 1855 Treaty became the 
basis for the 1934 Comstock 
Act legislation which pays 
for the Michigan Native 
Americans’ college education. 
In its contemporary form, the 
indigenous communities refer 
to it as the Michigan Indian 
Tuition Waiver. 

MIIBS consisted of 37 
buildings on 320 acres of land, 
with an average enrollment of 
300 American Indian students 
per year in grades K-8. 

The school operated from 
1893 to 1934. Like other 
American Indian Boarding 
Schools, students were forbid- 
den to speak their language, 
honor their culture, and prac- 
tice their spirituality. 

Mount Pleasant City Manager 
Nancy Ridley remembers the 


challenges the boarding school 
brought to the area and always 
looks forward to being a part of 
the sunrise ceremony. 

“I was honored to be a part 
of such an important com- 
munity event that focuses on 
remembering and honoring the 
past and healing for the pres- 
ent and the future,” Ridley 
said. “I learn something new 
each time I attend the annual 
event. Healing is a journey for 
our community and the jour- 
ney sometimes meanders and 
backtracks but it appears the 
journey in our community is 
making forward progress. We 
are proud to be a part of that.” 

Rick Rautanen mentions as 
a city commissioner and the 
vice mayor of Mount Pleasant, 
he felt it was important that 
he attended the ceremony and 
understand the importances of 
this process as we move our 
communities forward. 

“I have a much deeper con- 
nection to the boarding school 
as I am a member of the Sault 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Tribal Council Member 
Delmar Jackson Sr. is all 
smiles as he enjoys the 
good words and teach- 
ings during the sunrise 
ceremony at Mission 
Creek Cemetery. 

Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa 
Indians, and my very own 
grandmother, then Evelyn 
LaPoint, spent time as a child at 
the boarding school along with 
her brothers, as they had been 
removed from their home near 
Sault Ste. Marie,” Rautanen 
said. “They were some of the 
fortunate children that made it 
home... but it was an experi- 
ence that affected them for the 
rest of their lives. I was truly 
humbled by the ceremony and 
honored to be there, and to be 
welcomed by the Tribe, as a city 
official, and as a member of our 
entire community. I learned 
much more than I previously 
knew about the history of the 
buildings, and was extremely 
moved as I toured the site.” 

MIIBS Committee Members 
Alice Jo Ricketts and Craig 
Graveratte provided the histori- 
cal insight to the building that 
once housed the students. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Seven Ogitchedaw Veteran Warriors of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe and Pokagon 
Potawatomi First Nations stand at attention. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Tribal Education Director Melissa Montoya (left) shares the 
message of the jingle dress healing dance as Eagle Clan 
Mide’ Elder Mae Pego stands with the jingle dress dancers 
and the Anishinabe Ogitchedaw Veteran Warriors. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The Honoring, Healing & Remebering program 
concluded with a round dance song performed by 
the host drum, the Min Ode Singers. 


“When we reached the gym- 
nasium, and I had the opportu- 
nity to sit in the same wooden 
seats that the Native American 
children would have been sit- 
ting in 100 years ago, I had 
to take a moment to collect 
myself,” Rautanen said. “Just 
when I thought I had pulled 
myself back together, we then 
reached the ‘Wall of Tears,’ 
where many of the children had 
scratched their initials into the 
bricks, some even going so far 


as to enter the year. We can only 
wonder what were the thoughts 
going through their minds, as 
these children carved their ini- 
tials into the building. Though 
many of the initials have faded, 
and the buildings have fallen 
into disrepair, the reality of 
what occurred there will never 
go away, and while we can- 
not change the past, we can 
work together as a community 
to always remember and honor 
those that came before us.” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The tobacco offerings are given to Lac Courte Oreilles Elder 
George Martin as he prepares for a sunrise pipe ceremony. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Keyboardist Allison Radell joins guitarist Joe 
Reilly as their “Spirits Rising” duo offer a tribute 
in song to the little ones who walked on. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The Saginaw Chippewa eagle staff pierces 
the sky with the Pokagon Potawatomi warrior 
staff and the tribal flags of the two nations. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


(Pictured left to right) City of Mount Pleasant 
Vice Mayor Rick Rautanen, CMU Associate 
Dean, Professor of History Dr. Timothy Hall, 
Mount Pleasant City Manager Nancy Ridley, 
and SCIT Public Relations Frank Cloutier 
share a moment at the podium. 
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201 5 Freedom Walk 

Community members walk to celebrate 
sobriety on the Reserveration. 



Family Olympics 

Team SCIT takes the gold medal for 

third consecutive year . 



31st annual SCIT Powwow 
"Honoring the Water" theme for this 
year's homecoming. 



Walleyes for Warriors 
Fun-filled day of fishing, thanking 
veterans for their service. 


Copyright © 2015 Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 
All rights reserved 


Chief Pego delivers message to Tribal Membership 
during homecoming community meeting 


(Editor s note: The following 
text is Tribal Chief Pego s speech 
during the Thursday, June 23 
Homecoming community meet- 
ing in the Soaring Eagle Casino 
& Resort Entertainment Hall.) 

“I want to thank each one of 
you for the opportunity to serve 
as your chief on Tribal Council 
these past two years. 

Being chief has been one 
of the most challenging and 
rewarding experiences of my life 
this far. The opportunity to be a 
part of making our community 
stronger and more responsive to 
the needs of its membership is 
much appreciated. 

A special thank you to each 
one of my fellow Tribal Council 
members; it has been a privilege 
and an honor to this point to 
serve our community with you. 

This administration has 
faced some very unique chal- 
lenges and has addressed each 
one of them with you, the 
membership, in mind. 

Our Anishnaabeg Child and 
Family Services was an area 
that was not meeting the needs 
of our members and their fami- 
lies with a greater understand- 
ing of our culture or traditional 
values. Changes were neces- 
sary to ensure we have services 
that are responsive to the needs 
of our families. 

Today, we can say that fam- 
ilies in distress are being pro- 
vided supportive and nurturing 
services designed to address 
their needs and the needs of 
the families. 

Behavioral Health is another 
area that has posed some very 
serious concerns for this lead- 
ership. The intention for this 
department was to create an 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal Chief Pego delivers his 
speech to SCIT Members. 

opportunity for our members 
needing treatment, or just a place 
to address their concerns and/or 
challenges to go to seek assis- 
tance: Assistance that could par- 
allel the culture and traditional 
values of our Tribal community. 

Too many times, western cul- 
tural practices seem to trump that 
intent. Treatment only works 
when you have the support of 
family, community and tradition; 
that is what we intend to provide. 
We are working on changes that 
will ensure each and every mem- 
ber needing assistance will get 
that assistance. 

Per-capita shortfalls and the 
need to protect the “futures” trust 
is another area of concern. 

I want to thank you for being 
a part of the information needed 
for Tribal Council to make 
informed decisions in regard to 
the per-capita plan and our future 
financial stability. 

On the agenda today is time to 
roll out the results of the commu- 
nity survey and what informa- 
tion had been collected during 
those efforts. 


I am pleased to inform you 
that your voice was heard 
and yesterday Tribal Council 
approved a resolution requir- 
ing a diploma or equivalent 
to recent adult per capita pay- 
ments. I am sure you will find it 
as insightful as we have. 

Tribal Council is very much 
aware of what implications 
changes to the per-capita plan 
will have on our membership. 
These are not easy decisions 
and much consideration will be 
given to this task. I assure you 
one thing we will do is give 
you time to adjust your realities 
to better prepare you for any 
changes that will be made. 

Tribal Council has contracted 
with a familiar face that has 
many years of experience work- 
ing with our membership. 

Charlene Kerby has been con- 
tracted as the services consultant 
for member benefits, financial 
services assistance and general 
assistance for member benefits. 
She is housed in the At-Large 
building and is ready to assist 
members from all three districts. 

Charlene can help you man- 
age services, benefits and 
resources that we have to offer. 
It was very nice of Charlene to 
come out of retirement and help 
us with this effort. Charlene has 
proven time and time again her 
ability to provide much needed 
assistance and clarity to mem- 
bership needs. Please take time 
to call her at 989-775-4948 if 
you need assistance. 

Construction has begun on 
the Native Farmers Market, 
located on the comer of Leaton 
and Broadway in front of the 
Tribal Center. 

Designed by Robert Case 
Architecture, along with 


McGuirk as the general contrac- 
tor, this pavilion will display 
unique lines and be a show place 
for our community. 

What an opportunity to bring 
our community together while 
providing an opportunity to 
purchase healthy food, trade art 
work, craftsmanship, recipes 
and general fellowship. Each 
Tuesday from 10 a.m. until 2 
p.m., you can purchase locally- 
grown produce, purchase Native 
art and listen to live music. 

The Tribe was granted 
$200,000 from the United States 
Department of Agriculture to 
assist with this project. 

A Native Farmers Market 
Committee, with Public 
Relations and Nimkee Public 
Health, brought it to life creat- 
ing a wonderful gathering place 
for our members. Plans for fur- 
ther use will be developed and 
detailed in upcoming articles in 
the Tribal Observer. 

Very exciting things are in 
store for our Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort. Currently, 
work has begun on much-needed 
repairs to the walkways, casino 
entrance and boulevard ending. 

We will be creating a “you 
have arrived” sense when 
driving up the boulevard with 
bright colors, flag poles and 
marketing pads displaying our 
current, exciting, promotional 
opportunities for our guests 
and you, the member. 

Studies have been done 
to assess the condition of 
the parking lots and prob- 
lems have been identified. 
Tribal Council has approved a 
three-year phased approach to 
address these concerns. 
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Tribe cautiously confident after National Labor 
Relations Board attack on sovereignty 


JOSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

One of the most precious rights 
any Indigenous government has 
is the inherent right to govern 
their own affairs. 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe is protecting that 
right in litigation again the 


National Labor Relations Board 
(NLRB) in federal court. 

The NLRB has asserted 
jurisdiction over the Soaring 
Eagle Casino & Resort by 
claiming the National Labor 
Relations Act (NLRA), a fed- 
eral law allowing union orga- 
nizing, applies to Indian tribes 
even though the law does not 
apply to state governments. 


The Tribe is fighting these 
efforts and asserts that tribal 
sovereignty deserves at least 
the same respect as state sov- 
ereignty and therefore the law 
should not be applied to tribes 
if it is not applied to states. 

SCIT also asserts that 
assertion of the NLRA vio- 
lates the Tribe’s treaty rights 
of exclusion. 


The Tribe has litigated this 
issue at the Sixth Circuit Court 
of Appeals. Unfortunately, the 
Little River Band of Ottawa 
Indians (LRB) litigated a similar 
issue to the Sixth Circuit Court 
of Appeals just weeks before 
SCIT’s case was considered by 
its three-judge panel. 

Labor Relations I 12 
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Mark Allen Stevens 

July 31, 1955- July 12, 2015 



Rosaleane Lillian Brown 

Dec. 31, 1948 - July 15, 2015 


Mark Allen “Markerdoodle” Stevens, age 59, of Mount Pleasant, 
Mich., passed away Sunday, July 12, 2015 at his home. 

Mark was bom on July 31, 1955 in Flint, 

Mich., the son of Joseph Stevens and Sharon 
Naganashe. Mark was a member of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. He 
enjoyed taking care of his grandchildren. 

He was an avid fan of science fiction mov- 
ies, enjoyed reading the Wall Street Journal 
and listening to music. 

Mark is survived by his daughter, Tara 
Mondell; grandchildren, Jonathan Martinez, Armando Quiroz, 
Alonso Mendez, Christian Riveria, Alyssa Allen, Cheyenne 
Princing and Jakoda Princing; girlfriend, Joanie; siblings, 
Vivian Pelcher, Charlene (Robert) Chancellor, Andrew 
Naganashe, and Karen (Chris) Naganase; cousin, Theresa 
(Mike) White; and dog, Buddy. 

Mark was preceded in death by his wife, Beverly Stevens; 
daughter, Charity Stevens; son Larry Princing, and his parents. 

Funeral services for Mark were held at the Clark Family 
Funeral Chapel on Thursday, July 16, 2015 at 5 p.m. with Rev. 
Owen White-Pigeon officiating. Memorial contributions may 
be made to the family. 

Denise Lynn Peters 

Oct. 10, 1954 - July 22, 2015 

Denise Lynn Peters, age 60, of Mount Pleasant, Mich, passed 
away Wednesday, July 22, 2015 at her home. 

Denise was born on Oct. 10, 1954 in 
Mount Pleasant, the daughter of Betty 
Lou Peters and Silas Otto. 

She was a member of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe. Denise loved 
music, dancing, and visiting with fam- 
ily and friends. She was an avid Detroit 
Tigers fan. Denise was loved by the com- 
munity and will greatly be missed. 

Denise is survived by her children, Jared (Michelle) Peters 
and Andre Peters; special friend, Craig “Chicken Hawk” Floyd; 
aunts, Anne, Patricia, and Hazel “Nikki”; uncle, Julius Peters; 
and many cousins. 

Denise was preceded in death by her mother; grandfather, 
Simon Peters; and uncle, Wilfred Peters Jr. 

Funeral services for Denise were held at Clark Family 
Funeral Chapel on Monday, July 27, 2015 at 1 p.m. with Rev. 
Robert Pego officiating. 




Report Suspicious 
or Criminal Activity! 


Do Your Part In Stopping Crime! 

Assist Your Local Law Enforcement and 
Narcotics Enforcement Teams in Protecting 
the Future of Your Community! 

Protecting your children, family, community 
and future should be a priority! 



Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 

Dispatch: 989-775-4700 
Tip Line: 989-775-4775 

Bayanet (Narcotics Enforcement) 
Tip Line: 989-779-9697 
Anonymous and Confidential 



Check out the 

Tribal Observer 


ONLINE 


www.sagchip.org/tribalobserver 


Rosaleane “Rose” Lillian Brown, age 66, of Wyoming passed 
away Wednesday, July 15, 2015 at Saint Mary's Hospital in 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Rose was born on Dec. 31, 1948, the daughter of Charles 
and Rose (Peters) Bennett. She married Dan Brown. Rose was 
a member of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. 

Rose is survived by her husband, Dan; children, Richard 
Vanvugt, Penny Koetj e-Rapp, Rhonda Everhouse-Severied, Larry 
Faber, and Robert Riekena; 12 grandchildren; five great-grandchil- 
dren; and siblings, Stella Pamp, Dolly Rueckert, Josephine Arnold, 
Fredrick Bennett, Galen Bennett and David Bennett. 

Rose was preceded in death by her parents; five brothers 
and one sister. 

Funeral services for Rose were held at Clark Family Funeral 
Chapel on Saturday, July 18, at 1 p.m. with Rev. Doyle Perry 
officiating. Interment followed in Denver Township Cemetery. 


If'f'll i Isabella Community 
IVVU K Credit Union 

Play af Safe! 

Kid’s Health & Safety Day 

Noon - 4 pm 
Friday, August 7, 201 5 
Island Park in Mt. Pleasant 




ICCU 

Isabella Community 
Credit Union 


Join ICCU in the park for: 



Bike Safety & Inspections 
Bike Helmet Fittings 
Vision Testing 
Bloodtyping 
Fingerprint ID Kits 
Fire Truck Tours 
K-9 Demonstration 


Petting Zoo 
Face Painting 
Food, Games, and Prizes! 


A special THANK YOU to our generous event contributors: 

American jsSi 




Red Cross 

Kjwa “ 


i’ Michael 
Mocmk Agency 


X 

CrMhHhttHtli 

104 > 


I Mid-Michigan Agency Inc. 
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The Tribal Children's Welfare Affidavits 

must be returned to the Tribal Clerk's Office no later than 5 p.m. on Friday, August 7, 2015. 

The forms are to be returned in person or mailed to: 

Office of the Tribal Clerk 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe ** Children must be enrolled Tribal Members 

7070 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 prior to June 1, 2015 in order to participate! 


A birthday letter to our Zane Mikal 


Even though we share posts or 
updates statuses or talk/brag 
about you and how much we 
love and miss you, in our heart 
and soul you are always there. 

Whether its an iFunny joke or 
meme, a penny on the ground 
your nephew is trying to pick up 
and it makes him say, “hotttt, hot 
coin, hot coin.” You are there in 
the breeze we feel on your face, or 
the shadow in the stairway or the 
crackling of fire crackers in the campfire. We don’t always share 
these memories because we are sad we share them because we 
want people who don’t know you, know you the way we know you. 
Your ever-loving smile, the way you say momma or dad. That look 
on your face when something made you happy, or you pulled off 
the perfect prank, these are the things we want the world to know 
about our Zane Mikal, the Amazane - Zane, Zaner, Cub, or Cubby. 
We only want your legacy to stand the test of time. We won’t be 
able to hold you as you graduate or see you move away from home 
or hang out with friends or girlfriend, but we can celebrate your life 
and what you have shown us in the time that you were here. Happy 
Birthday to the bestest son in Heaven. Momma, daddy, your broth- 
ers, your Aunties, Uncles, cousins and friends. 



You can Quit! 

We can help! 


• ••• 


ml:fi 

1 - 800 -quit-now 1 ) 

1-800-784-8669 ............ 

www.micfiigan.gov/fobacco I J* J « J • J i J* 

Funded by the Michigan Department of Community Health 


Services of the Quitline 


O Coaching-motivation and tips to help you quit 
O Educational materials 
O Referrals to local programs 
O Online coaching 
O Text-messaging 

O Free nicotine replacement therapy if you qualify 


PLEASE REPORT ALL 

WILDLIFE VIOLATIONS 


To the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Police Department 



Dispatch: 989.775.4700 
Tip Line: 989.775.4775 


ATTENTION 

Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 

Veteran & Warrior Society Members 

Now Recruiting New Members 


Meetings Will be Held 

The 1 st Tuesday of the Month in Seniors Room 
Time: 6 p.m. I For More Information: 775-4175 
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Public 


Notices 


Election Timeline 

2015 Primary & General Elections 

Aug. 6 | Candidate Packets available at the Tribal Clerk's Office 
Sept. 4 | 5 p.m. — Deadline for Candidates to turn in Petitions 
Sept. 12 | Last day to register to vote for the Primary Election 

Sept. 14 | Deadline for Candidates to meet all aspects of the qualifications to be placed on the 
final list of Candidates 

Sept. 15 | Final Candidate List Posted 

Sept. 18 | Absentee Ballots for Primary Election available in the office and mailed 

Oct. 2 | Last day to register to vote for the General Election 

Oct. 12 | 5:15 p.m. — Certification of Voting Machines 

Oct. 1 3 | Primary Election Day — Polls will be open from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. 

Oct. 1 6 | Absentee Ballots for General Election available in the office and mailed 

Nov. 2 | 5:15 p.m. — Certification of Voting Machines 

Nov. 3 | General Election Day — Polls will be open from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. 

*There will be a $100 processing fee due when turning in petitions 

For additional information, please contact the Tribal Clerk’s Office at 989-775-4054 



Community Meeting 

continued from front page 

Sections of the parking areas will be demolished and 
reconstructed from the sub-strait up assuring proper 
drainage and infrastructure installation. This project 
will be phased as to not interrupt business. 

Year 2016 will bring about attention to the Casino 
itself. Reviews, inspection and inventory of surfaces, 
windows, doorways moldings, as well as the casino 
roof will be done. It is past time to update our property 
and make it fresh and inviting again. 

As much as we need to do to make these improve- 
ments, I firmly believe we still offer one of the most 
luxurious properties in the mid-west. 

Cindy Brege, interior designer, has been hired to 
assist us with regaining our “four diamond” rating 
back from AAA. 

Cindy was part of the original design team during 
the construction of the Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort 
and is keenly aware of our culture and traditional ways. 
She has a firm grasp of our woodland background and 
history. She specializes in helping properties regain 
their rating position while updating the hotel rooms 
and amenities to reflect the time and style of what our 
guests have become accustomed to enjoying. 

Mike Simpson and Cindy are creating a road map 
that will lay out a redesign and update for all of the 
hotel rooms. This is a multi-million dollar project and 
will bring into consideration the mix of room selections 
we have. Currently, there are 44 types of room styles. 

Consideration will be given to what is most 
requested and changes will be made accordingly. 
Electrical, mechanical and plumbing updates will 
happen simultaneously to keep us up-to-date with the 
leading technology. 

Hospitality updates are generally needed every 
five to seven years to remain current and trendy 
styles. Renovating the rooms in phases will allow 
the hotel to operate with minimum revenue loss 
during construction. 

Saganing is another bright spot in our future. I 
will not talk much about the expansion plans because 
Ron Nelson, Tribal Council Saganing representative, 
will be covering the details later. I will tell you that 
with an expected $10 million in revenue expected, 
we can’t afford not to. 


Community development is paramount to the future 
of our community and our Tribe. The more independent 
and sovereign we become, the stronger we will be. 

Developing infrastructure that will support the 
demands of the community for generations to come is at 
the backbone of everything we do. Without the proper 
insight and planning for the future, we run the risk of 
limiting our potential growth and opportunity. 

Flexing our sovereign rights, and developing 
an electrical sub-station pulling the needed energy 
from the National Grid, will allow us to become 
self-sufficient, savings millions of dollars and elim- 
inate the middle man. 

Just imagine being able to collect, process and 
transmit enough energy to not only supply Saganing 
but our community in Mount Pleasant as well. Not 
many can do what we have the right to do. 

Supplying water and waste water services to our 
neighbors is a completely new revenue stream for us 
and I believe it is one that we can build on just as we 
are doing in Saganing. 

I would like to address the focus of this admin- 
istration. The goal is to streamline our efforts while 
providing services direct to you, the member, in the 
most appropriate way. 

An assessment of space and space needs is currently 
being conducted. Underutilization of space has been 
identified as well as needs for more space. There is an 
option of building a new Tribal Center. 

Currently, Tribal Council’s offer on the Mid 
Michigan Community College Pickard Street property 
has been accepted and we are working on a purchase 
agreement at this time. This will allow us to make 
affordable adjustments while streamlining departments 
and services. This will also give us the opportunity to 
consider the space this purchase would give us. 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribe is strong and debt free. 
Migizi enterprises are self-sufficient and growing every 
day. We have challenges but they are challenges we can 
meet. It is the opportunities we have to run to and embrace. 

We have a bright future together, and together we 
will walk into that future with our heads held high and 
our hearts filled with hope and confidence that we are 
doing what is right for the next seven generations. 

I thank you for your time and attention today, and I 
hope you have a safe and enjoyable homecoming and 
powwow. Miigwech.” 
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NOTICE 

Any adult Tribal Member in need of 
financial management and consultation 
services, please contact: 


Charlene Kerby 

Independent Contractor required to adhere 
to professional and ethical standards 

Located at the At-Large Offices 

Email: ckerby@sagchip.org 
Phone: 989.775.4948 
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Happy 

Birthday 

Mama Bear 

Love, Melinda 
August 1 1 


Aug. 14 

Alexandria Sprague 

Happy SCesscd 

BiftHday 

Love, Mom 

ITs 

1 A star fell down from heaven 
and landed in our arms with 

1 all of mommy’s sweetness and 

1 all of daddy’s charm. We are 

1 star struck by the arrival of 

I our sweet baby girl! 

Hadlee Rose Whitt 
July 6 , 2015 

I 8lbs 3oz 

Rueckert, Peters, Bennett, Nahgahgwon 

Family Reunion 

September 12, 2015 2 p.m. 

7146 N. Leaton Rd Clare, MI 4861 7 


Public Notice 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police provide law en- 
forcement services under 638 Contract with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). Included within 
said contract; The Burean of Indian Affairs reserve 
the right for "First Right of Refusal" pertaining to 
any complaints against the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Police Department and/or its Officer's. 

As result of this contractual procedure; All complaints 
against the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police Depart- 
ment and/or its Officer's must first be directed to : 

BIA Interal Affairs SSA Justin Wendland 

justin.wendland@bia.gov I 701-250-4545 



ARMERS 


The Native 
Farmers Market 

Every Tuesday Starting 

June 2 to Oct. 13,2015 

Time: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 


Items For Sale 


Seasonal produce, flowers, fish, 
wild rice, honey and maple syrup 


Native American 


Every 

Tuesday! 


Market will be held at the Housing Pavilion until 
the new pavilion on Broadway and Leaton Roads is 
finished. Completion date is slated for mid-August. 

For questions and registration forms, please contact: 
Marcella Hadden, interim market master at 989.775.4059 


m 
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^S^Tribal Council 


Chief 


Steven Pego, District 1 

Sub-Chief 

Lorna Kahgegab Call, District 1 

Treasurer 

Shelly Bailey, District 1 

Secretary 

Sandy Sprague, District 1 

Sergeant At-Arms 

Ron Nelson, District 2 

Tribal Chaplain 

Jennifer Wassegijig, District 1 

Council Member 

Delmar Jackson Sr., District 1 

Council Member 

Lindy Hunt, District 1 

Council Member 

Julius Peters, District 1 

Council Member 

Chip Neyome, District 1 

Council Member 

Tim J. Davis, District 1 

Council Member 

Michele Stanley, District 3 


e 



~ Wisdom 

To live with wisdom is to acquire and use 
experiences as guides for making equitable and 
mature decisions* 

~ Love 

To live our lives with love is to understand our 
capacity to realize, empathize, and nurture the 
needs of others, 

idamoowin ~ Respect 

To live with respect is to give mutual 
consideration for shared and differing ideas as 
well as for the world around us* 

— Bravery 

To be brave and have courage is to recognize our 
moral and mental strength and to do what is 
appropriate. 

~ Honesty 

To be honest is to recognize that we have the 
ability to live our lives with honor and integrity. 

~ Humility 

To live with humility is to recognize that we are 
all equal, we all make mistakes, we all like to 
have our success rewarded and to put others 
before ourselves. 



— Truth 


To live in truth is to recognize the difference 
between right and wrong and to be faithful to 
ourselves as well as the world around us even 
when the right way is not the easiest way. 



National organizations join SCIT as U.S. District 
Court upholds trademark cancellation 


JOSEPH V. SOW MICK 

Photojournalist 

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 
knows many of the battles that are fought in Indian 
Country move to a national level. 

SCIT Membership, in both the National Congress 
of American Indians (NCAI) and the Native American 
Journalists Association (NAJA), provide a voice for 
Native people. On July 8, the U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of Virginia upheld the ruling of 
cancellation of the Washington, D.C. football team’s 
trademark name and logo. 

In an NCAI statement, attorneys Jesse Witten 
and Jeffrey Lopez of Drinker Biddle & Reath have 
represented Navajo native Amanda Blackhorse and 
a group of Native American activists in this case 
against the trademark. 

Last year, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
(PTO) Appeal Board voted 2-1 that the team’s name 
was ineligible for federal trademark protection. The 
District Court affirmed that ruling and directed the PTO 
to schedule the cancellation of the team’s trademarks 
because they “may disparage” Native Americans. 

NCAI President Brian Cladoosby said NCAI and 
Indian Country have been advocating for more than 
60 years for the football team to change the name. 

“It’s time to end the harmful legacy of perpetuat- 
ing racist stereotypes that in no way honor our diverse 
cultural heritage,” Cladoosby said. “The federal courts 
have recognized that the use of the R-word is offen- 
sive and degrading to our identity as Native people.” 

In the ruling, the Court thoroughly discussed 
NCAI’s longtime advocacy against the Washington 
team name. NCAI has worked diligently with the 
national advocacy group “Change the Mascot” on 
this issue and applauds the ruling that clearly upholds 
the spirit of Pro Football v. Harjo, the 1992 case chal- 
lenging the use of the team trademark. 

Blackhorse delivered keynote remarks at the July 1 1 
National Native Media Awards Banquet in Arlington, 
Va., as part of NAJA’s 31st annual conference. 


The plenary panel discussion “Race, Journalism 
and Sports: The Dilemma of the Washington NFL 
Team Name” featured Native Journalist Suzan Shown 
Harjo and USA Today Columnist Christine Brennan. 

According to the press release, NAJA supports 
assertions in the court’s decision, as the organiza- 
tion works to educate journalism colleagues on how 
the team mascot has resulted in perpetuating stereo- 
types and consistent use of an offensive term in the 
news media. 

More than a decade ago, NAJA began calling on 
media organizations to limit the way the term is used 
in articles, in recognition of the fact that the highest 
standards of journalism call for avoiding offensive 
slurs in broadcasts, reports and stories. 

“The judge's decision today stands in line with 
NAJA's longtime assertion and that of dozens of 
other national Native American organizations that 
this term is deeply offensive to all of us as Native 
peoples,” said Mary Hudetz, NAJA president and a 
member of the Crow Tribe. 

“I hope with this news today, all of our colleagues 
in the media industry, especially sports journalists, 
who have not followed suit, take pause to reevaluate 
their own decisions to repeatedly use the offensive 
team name in broadcast and written reports,” she said. 

The name has been adamantly opposed by the 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council and many leading 
organizations in the Native American community. 
The NFL team’s ability to register the mascot under 
trademark law has been under litigation for more 
than two decades. 

In the past two years, a growing number of jour- 
nalists have joined in denouncing the name of the 
Washington NFL team as well. 

Expressing his displeasure with the ruling, the 
Washington Post reports that Redskins President Bruce 
Allen vowed on July 9 that the team would appeal. 

“We are convinced that we will win on appeal as 
the facts and the laws are on the side of our franchise 
that has proudly used the name Washington Redskins 
for more than 80 years,” Allen said in a press release. 


Attention Tribal Members with septic tanks 

If you have a septic tank, you may be eligible for a free septic tank inspection and pumping service: 

1. You must be a Tribal Member. 

2. You must live within Indian Health Services (IHS) service area which includes, Isabella, Clare, Midland, 
Arenac and Missaukee counties. 

3. You must own your own home. 

4. You must provide your name, address and phone number to be put on the list. 

If you are interested in having your septic checked and pumped, you may either call the Planning 
Department at 989-775-4014 or stop in at 2451 Nish-na-be-anong Dr., Mount Pleasant, MI 48858. 


Tribal Observer 

Boozhu! The Tribal Observer, a monthly newspaper, is published on the first of each month. 

To contact Tribal Observer staff, please call 989-775-4010, or email: obsorver@sagchip.org. 

To change your mailing address, please contact the Tribal Clerk’s office at 989-775-4055. 
Community advertisements will not be accepted over the phone. 

Submissions from the Tribal community 
are encouraged and can be sent to: 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
c/o Tribal Observer 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

Subscription rates are $30 per year. 

Story ideas, articles and photographs from the community are always welcome. The Tribal Observer reserves the 
right to edit and/or refuse any submissions or advertisements for publication. The Tribal Observer is published 
by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan and is subject to an editorial review process. 

The views expressed within the Tribal Observer do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tribal Observer, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe, the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council, The Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort or its employees 
or any other enterprise of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. The Tribal Observer works to uphold the highest 
integrity in news reporting and supports the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968. 



Native American Journalist* Association 


Tribal Observer Advertising 

If you would like to advertise your business, please contact the Tribal Observer at 
989-775-4010 for more information. 

Announcements - Including birthday, wedding, engagement, congratulations, etc., costs $10 and is open to 
Tribal members, community members and employees. Double-sized announcements are $20. 

Political ads - All political ads will be 1/4 page and have a red border stating as such. The cost is $500. Political 
ads may include, but are not limited to: any opinion or advertisement that is political in nature, and/or any Letter 
to the Editor that does not conform to guidelines. 


Tribal Observer Subscription Form 

Please send $30 for the annual subscription. Checks may be made out to SCIT. 


Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip code: 


Please mail form to: 

Tribal Observer 
Attn: Subscriptions 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Contact Information: 

Phone: 989-775-4010 
Email: Observer@Sagchip.org 

www.Sagchip.org/TribalObserver 
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Community ' 


Annual Freedom Walk draws community together in support of recovery 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The Freedom Walkers make their stand against substance abuse on 
the Reservation at the powwow grounds arena. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


AOVWS eagle staff carriers lead Freedom Walk 2015 down 
Leaton Road (pictured left to right: Veterans Willard Big 
Joe, Damian Fisher, John Cabral and Kent Jackson.) 


J OSEPH V. SOW MICK 

Photojournalist 

On July 25, more than 250 
community members took to 
the streets of the Rez in sup- 
port of recovery at the annual 
Freedom Walk 2015. 

There have been many sig- 
nature events for the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe 
throughout the years, and the 
recent 31st annual Saginaw 
Chippewa Powwow and the 
28th annual Michigan Indian 
Family Olympics are examples 
that have stood the test of time. 

SCIT Residential Treatment 
Center Therapist Robert 
Storrer remembers coming 
to support the Freedom Walk 
when he worked for Central 
Michigan University’s Health 
Professions in 1991. 

“I know this is an important 
event every year for the Tribe 
and the recovery community, 
and the true spirit of the event 
brings healing to families,” 
Storrer said. 

The program was hosted by 
SCIT Public Relations and its 
director Frank Cloutier served 
as master of ceremonies for the 
event. Cloutier said the event 
traditionally takes place at the 
Eagles Nest Tribal Gym in 
Mount Pleasant on the Saturday 
morning of powwow weekend. 

“A lot of what makes 
successful events, like the 
Freedom Walk, happen each 
year is many people behind 


the scenes and the grass roots 
efforts that bring community 
awareness to important issues,” 
he said. “With the support from 
our Tribal Chief, our Tribal 
Council and many other Tribal 
departments and community 
volunteers, we find we can take 
a stand for encouraging healthy 
lifestyle on the Reservation.” 

A free continental breakfast 
was served at 8 a.m., sponsored 
by Migizi and catered by Soaring 
Eagle Waterpark and Hotel 
favorite, Nbakade Restaurant. 

Tribal Council Chaplain 
Jennifer Wassegijig blessed 
the food and assisted SEWPH 
General Manager Bonnie 
Sprague with their gener- 
ous donation of T-shirts for 
the crowd while the Saginaw 
Chippewa Youth Council and 
Kenson Taylor helped with 
Freedom Walk registration. 

Taylor shared with the 
Freedom Walkers about their 
recent Unity trip to Washington, 
D.C. where substance abuse on 
the Reservation needs leaders 
to take a stand for living the 
way of the warrior. 

“We know we are consid- 
ered the leaders of tomorrow 
and we can’t lead without liv- 
ing in a healthy way,” Taylor 
said. “One challenge our Youth 
Council would like to make to 
our community and everyone 
here is that you can be leader, 
too... a leader by example. 
Look at all the leaders here 
today walking for freedom and 


sobriety on our Rez. Let us all 
be leaders by example.” 

Tribal Chief Steven Pego 
shared his journey in recovery 
and referenced the declaration 
of war that was signed Sept. 
24, 2014. 

“We need to keep vigi- 
lant in the fight to take back 
our Tribe,” Pego said. “We 
want to make sure that every 
Tribal Member knows we have 
resources and programs to 
help them heal the wounds of 
addiction. Coming together in 
a good way, where people can 
see others who live healthy 
lifestyles, provides encourage- 
ment that we don’t have to do 
this alone.” 

Special speakers who shared 
their experience, strength and 
hope included Misheka Floyd, 
Aaron Hernandez, Wendy 
Pierce, Nate Quigno, Faith 
Pego-Carmona, Rev. Robert 
Pego Sr., Daisy Kostus, Kim 
Sawmick, Ricardo Cate’ and 
Laura Yoder. 

The Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 
Warriors (Mike and David Perez 
Sr.) joined Elder Roger High for 
a gifting of eagle feathers and 
two sacred items for six com- 
munity members in recovery. 

Eagle feathers were given 
to Yoder, David Miller, Bobbi 
Starkey and Chris Jackson. 

Community members Erin 
Pomranky and Barry Ayris each 
received a ceremonial coyote 
and fox pelt and were deeply 
moved and surprised by the gift. 


“I know it’s against federal law 
for a non-Native to possess an 
Eagle feather and when I received 
this special gift from Elder Roger, 
I am humbled,” Ayris said. “We 
both have a tremendous love and 
respect for our Tribal brothers 
and sisters in recovery and we 
are both looking forward to dance 
in the arena during an intertribal 
with these sacred gifts.” 


After the ceremony, Pego 
and his wife Mae shared an 
appropriate eagle song on hand 
drum and shakers with the 
Snowbirds. 

The Freedom Walkers 
appreciated the Sagamok Shell 
donation of ice cold water as 
they made their two-mile trek 
up to the powwow grounds on 
the hot summer day. 



Freedom Walkers in recovery are honored with eagle 
feathers and ceremonial pelts (pictured left to right: 
Laura Yoder, David Miller, Bobbi Jo Starkey, Chris 
Jackson, Barry Ayris and Erin Pomranky.) 



Positions Now Available! 


Apply today at 

www.migiziedc.com 




^ Tricia Boerma 

Broker/Owner 


989.560.5779 

tboerma@msn.com 


Over 2500 finished sq. ft. home with finished 
basement, with over a half acre of land in the city 
great location 4 bedrooms 2.5 baths large living 
room and family room for entertaining. $224,900 

Open House Sunday, August 9, 2015 

1 to 3 p.m. or call for a private showing 



Need a Lawyer to Protect Your Rights? 


• Former Prosecutor for Isabella County for 12 years 

• Past President of Prosecuting Attorney Association of Michigan 

• Obtained “Not Guilty” verdicts in Homicide, Sexual Assault 
and Drunk Driving Cases 

• Mt. Pleasant Buyer’s Guide/Morning Sun and CM Life 
Newspaper awarded “People’s Choice Award” 

• Voted #1 “Best Attorney” for the last 13 years in a row! 


Joseph T. Barberi, P.C. Attorneys at Law 


989.773.3423 or 800.336.3523 

2305 Hawthorn Dr, Suite C, Mt. Pleasant 

www.josephbarberi.com 


Assaults I Drug Charges I Negligent Homicide I Sex Charges I Fraud 
Embezzlement I Theft I Breaking & Entering I Murder Charges 
Domestic Violence I Drunk Driving I Juvenile Offenses 
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Ziibiwing Center awarded $47,130 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

On July 17, 2015, the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services 
(IMLS) announced the recipients 
for U.S. museum grants. 

The 44 grants to 21 states 
totaled $2,470,580 for three 
programs: Museum Grants for 
African American History and 
Culture (AAHC), the Sparks! 
Ignition Grants for Museums, 
and the Native American/ 
Native Hawaiian Museum 
Services (NANH). 

The Ziibiwing Center 
of Anishinabe Culture & 
Lifeways was the sole grant 
recipient in Michigan. The 


$47,130 grant was awarded 
from the NANH program. 

NANH provides opportu- 
nities to federally-recognized 
Indian tribes, Native Alaskan 
villages and corporations, 
and nonprofit organizations 
primarily serving and repre- 
senting Native Hawaiians to 
sustain heritage, culture, and 
knowledge through strength- 
ened museum services. 

The funding of 21 projects, 
totaling $924,000, will support 
activities including exhibitions, 
educational programming, and 
professional development. 

“When we invest in muse- 
ums, the real beneficiaries are 
local communities,” said IMLS 


Acting Director Maura Marx. 
“The awards will fund a variety 
of projects to test creative solu- 
tions to museum challenges, to 
strengthen museum operations, 
and to support the stewardship 
of our nation’s cultural heritage.” 

The primary aim of the 
Ziibiwing Center’s grant proj- 
ect is to emerge at the conclu- 
sion of the one-year funding 
cycle with lighting and media 
component upgrades, dam- 
aged reader rail graphic pan- 
els mitigation, banner replace- 
ments and the integration 
of new 3-D cultural artifact 
reproductions for the enhance- 
ment and conservation of the 
award-winning 9,000-square- 
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federal museum grant 


foot Diba Jimooyung perma- 
nent exhibition. 

Ziibiwing will also offer two 
museum studies summer intern- 
ships in 2016. 

This grant is a continuum of 
an IMLS-funded project that 
Ziibiwing completed in 2013- 
2014, which assessed the perma- 
nent exhibition’s attrition and its 
media and lighting components 
for potential upgrades. 

This new grant project will 
implement some of the recom- 
mended upgrades and repairs 
within the exhibition that were 
identified from the previous 
grant project. 

IMLS is the primary source 
of federal support for the 


nation’s 123,000 libraries and 
35,000 museums. The mis- 
sion is to inspire libraries and 
museums to advance innova- 
tion, lifelong learning, and 
cultural and civic engagement. 

Its grant making, policy 
development, and research 
help libraries and museums 
deliver valuable services that 
make it possible for communi- 
ties and individuals to thrive. 

“We are very excited to 
receive a grant award,” said 
Ziibiwing Curator William 
Johnson. “The Institute 
of Museum and Library 
Services’ support means so 
much to us. We will make 
everyone proud.” 


Onion Creek drain and bridge on Leaton Road receives much needed construction 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Continuing infrastructure 
improvements are necessary 
for Tribal locations in Isabella 
and Arenac counties, and the 
Onion Creek drain and bridge 
on Leaton Road receives much- 
needed construction. 

The recent construction efforts 
are being coordinated through 
the SCIT Public Relations and 
Planning Department. 

Public Relations Director 
Frank Cloutier said unlike 


the construction of the indi- 
rect left lanes on Leaton Road 
and M-20/Pickard Road, the 
Michigan Department of 
Transportation has nothing to 
do with the Onion Creek Drain 
crossing on Leaton Road. 

“The Tribal Council and our 
Public Relations Department 
work very closely with the local 
units of government in both 
Saganing and Arenac counties 
just to allow a seamless coop- 
erative effort when it comes to 
construction in our community,” 
Cloutier said. “We appreciate the 


good work that Isabella County 
Drain Commissioner Rick 
Jakubiec and his workers are 
doing on the project.” 

SCIT Community Engineer 
Donald Seal is making sure the 
project is moving in a timely 
manner and also assures a barrier- 
free Leaton Road access. 

“We have local area con- 
tractor Wonsey Tree Service of 
Alma who is performing the 
drain work,” Seal said. “Wonsey 
is now in the process of clean- 
ing the site and removing their 
equipment at this time.” 


Leaton Road will close 
again Aug. 1 to finish the road 
reconstruction. The Isabella 
County Road Commission will 
be in charge of the road work. 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Police Captain Donielle 
Bannon said throughout pow- 
wow weekend, the Onion 
Creek construction did not 
impede traffic and all traffic 
was kept under control. 

“All our patrol officers 
report that that traffic flow con- 
tinued to move during the pow- 
wow, Freedom Walk and the 


Tim McGraw outdoor summer 
concert,” Bannon said. “Of 
course, we are going to expe- 
rience times of congested traf- 
fic during the summer concert 
departure. The construction at 
Onion Creek and M-20... did 
not have an adverse effect.” 

Seal said the Onion Creek 
drain crossing on Leaton Road 
will remain as gravel until the 
road work begins so please 
slow down. 

At press time, a timeline 
has not been given for final 
project completion. 





2009 Ford Focus SE 

FWD, Gas 14 2.0L, Auto, 46k Miles, 
Grey Metallic, Cruise, MP3. #FU123 

60 mos/$185/$9,950 


2008 Ford Focus SE 


FWD, Gas 14 2.0L, Auto, 61k Miles, 
Keyless Entry, MP3. #FU075A 


54 mos/$191/$9,450 



2010 Ford Focus SE 

FWD, Gas 14 2.0L, Auto, 67k Miles, 
Cruise, Security System. #FC113A 

60 mos/$195/$1 0,550 



2012 Ford Fusion S 

FWD, Gas 14 2.5L, Auto, 54k Miles, 
Cruise, Security System. #FU079B 

72 mos/$198/$1 2,498 



2011 Hyundai Elantra 

FWD, Gas 14 1.6L, Auto, 77k Miles, 
Race Red, Heated Seat. #FU076A 

66 mos/$21 8/$12,750 



2012 Ford Focus SE 

FWD, Certified, Gas 14 2.0L, 44k Miles, 
Auto, Cruise, Grey Metallic. #FP003 

72 mos/$229/$1 4,500 



2013 Dodge Avenger 

FWD, SXT, Gas 14 24L, 52k Miles, 
Auto, Cruise, MP3. #FU078 

72 mos/$235/$14,795 



2010 Mercury Mariner 

Premier, 4WD, Gas 14 1.6L, 104k Miles, 
Auto, Cruise, Heated Seats. #FT228A 

60 mos/$239/$12,975 



2010 Ford Fusion SE 

FWD, Gas 14 2.5L, Auto, 44k Miles, 
Keyless Entry, Silver Metallic. #FU051 

60 mos/$239/$1 2,995 



2012 Jeep Patriot 
Latitude 4WD 

4WD, 14 2.4L, 15k Miles, #FT194B 

72 mos/$318/$1 9,998 



2013 Ford Escape SE 

FWD, Gas 14 1.6L, Auto, 24k Miles, 
Cruise, Oxford White. #FP015 

72 mos/$329/$20,695 



2013 Ford Taurus SEL 

FWD, Gas V6 3.5L, Auto, 32k Miles, 
Security System, Cruise. #FP035 

72 mos/$330/$20,800 



2013 Ford Escape SEL 

FWD, Gas 14 1.6L, Auto, 50k Miles, 
Cruise, Security System. #DP061 

72 mos/$349/$21 ,995 



2013 Dodge Ram 1500 

Crew Cab 4WD, Gas V8 5.7L, Auto, 
45k Miles, Cruise. #FU119 

72 mos/$405/$25,495 



2012 Ford Flex SEL 

FWD, Gas V6 3.5L, Auto, 35k Miles, 
Trailor Tow Package. #EP102 

72 mos/$41 0/$25,800 


2013 Ford Explorer 

XLT, FWD, Gas 14 2.0L, Auto, 57k 
Miles, Cruise, MP3. #ET378A 

72 mos/$429/$26,895 



2014 Ford Econoline 
Wagon XLT RWD 

FWD, V8 5.4L, 27k Miles. #FP038 

72 mos/$429/$26,900 



2014 Chevy Silverado 
1500 LT Ext. Cab 4WD 

V8 5.3L, Auto, 62k Miles. #FU136 

72 mos/$472/$29,600 


JUST ARRIVED 

2014 Ford Escape Titanium $26,995 

4 Dr., AWD, 4 Cyl„ 1 -Owner, Save Thousands, Ilk Miles. 

2012 Ford Flex SEL $ 21,500 

AWD, Auto, Full Power, Leather Seats, 3rd Seat, Blue Metallic. 

2006 BMW 530Xi $12,250 

Wagon, 3.0 Auto, Full Power, White Pearl. #FT333X 


KRAPOHL’S 


WE BUY 


Clean Cars, Trucks & SUV's 

Visit our website 

a ftAA -7-7A 1- r\~7 a I ^ A WWW.KRAPOHL.COM 

1-800-772-5974 | Mt. Pleasant • 1 Block East of Meijer fot OU r entire inventory! 

Price & Payment $0 Down plus Tax, Title and Doc. Financing 4.9% fixed rate with approved credit. Down payment on trade equity will lower payment. All vehicles subject to Prior Sale, see dealer for details. 


64 YEARS 
STRONG 
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At-Large Program hosts painting party in 


Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 


DENISE PELCHER 

Contract Health Clerk 

On July 25, 2015, the At-Large 
Program offered its At-Large 
members an alternative to the 
day’s extreme heat and hosted 
an indoor painting party. 

At-Large contacted Wine and 
Canvas from Lansing, Mich, to 
teach the class. The instructor 
gave verbal instructions while 
participants followed along 
with her. Everyone that attended 
was able to leave with a finished 
canvas painting. 



Courtesy of Denise Pelcher 

Participants painted feathers during the At-Large Program event. 



Courtesy of Denise Pelcher 


The painting party attendees proudly display their pieces. 


At-Large cultural picnic 



Courtesy of Denise Pelcher 


On Thursday, July 24, 2015, the SCIT At-Large 
Program hosted a cultural picnic. The event was 
held at the Housing Pavilion and was catered by 
Nbakade. Ziibiwing Performance Circle Dancers did 
a demonstration on the different types of dance 
and explained the meaning behind them. 


^ At 


IPPEWA 
AB 



iW. , .V///.ViV.V. , i 989-779-2227 V//| 


Available for All of Your Central & Northern Michigan Needs! 

No Distance Too Far! | Enjoy Our Wine & Micro Brew Tours In Traverse City! 


Need A Ride? 

We Can Help!! Lift Van Available 


In Vehicle Electronic Credit Card Processing 

For All Major Credit Cards 


MasterCard 


VISA 


discover: 


• Casino Runs 

• Airport Pickup and Drop Off 

• Seniors 

Airline Vouchers Accepted 

•Work 

• Corporate Accounts Welcomed 

• Lift Vans 

Available with Direct Billing 

• Golf Courses 

• Medical Transportation Services 

•Weddings 
• Party Vans 

With Direct Insurance Billing 

• Bar Runs 

Facebook Us @ Chippewacabalma 

• Ski Resorts 

wwWogfei8i[p)[p)(iwa(g©i[^#® 



WANTED 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

William L. Antrobius 



Specializing in: Tribal Law, and Federal Indian Law; 
Overturning Prior State of Michigan Criminal Convictions For Lack 
of Jurisdiction; Appeals to Tribal, and State Courts; Tribal 
Disenrollment Cases in Tribal Court; Criminal Cases, Juvenile 
Cases, Child Support Reductions, and Child Removal Cases; 
Michigan Prisoner Housing Collection Actions in State Court 


Experience: Former Prosecuting Attorney Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan, and Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the 
Flathead Indian Reservation; Former Public Defender Assiniboine 
Sioux Tribe; Criminal Defense Attorney 


Tribal Affiliation: Member of the Six Nations Tribe, Ontario Canada 



Contact: (989) 772-6277 
1 13 W. Broadway, Suite 240 
Mt. Pleasant MI 48858 


D» 


Love overflows for Elder Mary Zilz at her 
100th birthday celebration 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


A touching moment in time was cap- 
tured as Elder Mary Zilz is embraced 
by her loving family. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

The SCIT At-Large Department 
and the family and friends of 
SCIT Tribal Elder Mary Zilz 
flocked together at the Eagles 
Nest Tribal Gym to celebrate her 
100th birthday. 

Mary was bom Mary Lenora 
Smith on June 18,1915, and holds 
the honor of being the oldest liv- 
ing Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe of Michigan member. 

At the July 24 party in 
the Eagles Nest Tribal Gym, 
“Monnie” (Indian for Mary, as 
her mother called her) was gifted 
with a Tribal Pendleton from 


Tribal Council with 
Council At-Large 
Member Michele 
Stanley presenting. 

Mary also 
received a beaded 
Tribal medallion, 
specially made by 
Tribal artist Glenna 
Genereaux. 

The community 
signed a large birth- 
day card to express 
their love for Mary 
and everyone shared two birth- 
day cakes (one chocolate and one 
vanilla) afterward. 

“This is so wonderful and I 
thank the good Lord for all these 


lovely people and these very spe- 
cial birthday gifts,” Mary said. 
“I am deeply blessed to have my 
family with me to share this spe- 
cial moment.” 





§9pfiflii@ mms 


iHiiielt Golf (Mig 


e? 

Hosted by the 
At-Large Program and 
David Drysdale, 

Financial Consultant 
September 18, 2015 
8:00am Check in 
9:00am Shotgun start 
Cost includes 18 holes, 
hot dogs on the turn, Lunch 
and Awards Ceremony 
Prizes for top 3 teams 


Maple Leaf 


158 N Mackinaw Rd 
Linwood, Ml 48634 
From US-10 take the Macki- 
naw Rd Exit and go north Ap- 
prox. 10.3 Miles 


Paid registration by . 

■ September 8th* 

Send checks Payable*to: 
SCIT 

* c/o At- Large ‘Program 
7070 E. Broadway 
Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858 
Questions call: 
800-884-6271 


Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 

/ “ Working Together for Our Future ” 


7070 E. Broadway 
Mount Pleasant. Ml 4XX5X 
9X9-775-4000 
www.sagchip.org 









Family Olympics 
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win for Team SCIT at Michigan Indian Family Olympics 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Friends Raphael and Vasquez 
show some love. 


Observer photo by Matthew Wright 

Seven Tribal nations sent athletes to the Michigan Indian Family 
Olympics as they walk the track for opening ceremonies. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Runners from seven different Michigan tribes take off at the 
starting line for the one-mile race. 


Another gold 

NATALIE SHATTUC K 

Editor 

Seven tribes throughout 
Michigan joined together for a 
little friendly competition dur- 
ing the 28th annual Michigan 
Indian Family Olympics. 

This year, the July 17 event 
was again hosted by the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe and 
Nimkee Fitness, with the loca- 
tion shifting to the Shepherd 
High School track and field. 

The Friday event was open 
to all Native Americans and 
their families. Early registration 
opened June 1 . 

With competitions in baby 
crawls, tot trots, Elder walks, 
archery, meter dashes and runs, 
softball throws, long jumps, 
bean bag tosses, and a July 16 
golf scramble, there were fun 
rivalries for all ages. 


Jaden Harman, Nimkee fit- 
ness coordinator, served as the 
event’s director. 

Harman said this was the first 
year more than 1,000 competi- 
tors pre-registered. 

“Other tribal communi- 
ties always look forward to 


coming each year,” he said. 
“I think that says a lot about 
what we’ve created and it has 
become a pinnacle event for 
the health and wellness for our 
tribes in the state.” 

Harman was also happy to 
announce that for the third con- 
secutive year, Team SCIT took 
home the gold! SCIT earned 
first place with 520 points. 

“Congratulations to each 
family member who partici- 
pated and can carry this honor,” 
Harman said. 

Second and third place 
were close; almost a tie. Grand 
Traverse Band of Ottawa and 
Chippewa Indians won 235 
points, and Nottawaseppi 
Huron Band of the Potawatomi 
received 234 points. 

Jayme Green, Nimkee fitness 
coordinator, said her role as the 
volunteer coordinator began two 
months prior to the occasion. 

“I have to find about 
100 volunteers to work all 
of the different stations 
and events,” Green said. “I 
work with Central Michigan 
University’s diversity depart- 
ment, Residential Treatment 
Center, Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal College, Michigan State 


University medical students, 
Tribal employees and summer 
youth workers.” 

Green is also responsible for 
collecting the volunteers’ T-shirt 
sizes, and assigning every vol- 
unteer their role. 

“Two days before the event, 
I assisted Jaden in taking all 
the equipment and tents to 
Shepherd and setting everything 
up,” she said. “This took two 
full days, and we are fortunate 
to receive assistance from SCIT 
Maintenance, summer youth 
workers and Nimkee Public 
Health employees.” 

On event day, Green was the 
point person for all event staff. 


“If (the staff) needed more 
papers, lunches or volunteers, 
I would try my best to deliver,” 
she said. 

This year, SCIT Members 
had to pre-register online 
prior to July 9 to be guar- 
anteed a team SCIT T-shirt. 
All participating Team SCIT 
competitors received a free 
camping chair incentive, if 
they participated in at least 
two activities. 

“My favorite parts of the 
day were watching the fin- 
ish line for the track events,” 
Harman said. “Also, we had 
some amazing tug-o-war 
competitions this year.” 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Drummers take over the Shepherd High School field 
to perform a song to kick off the event. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


SCIT received $3,000 for achieving first place in the 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield “Tribe 2 Tribe Challenge.” 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Little runners take off during the morning’s “tot trot” races. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

SCIT tug-o-wear team pulls with all of 
their strength in hopes of winning. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Natasha Miniard gets the attention of her 
son Ayden in hopes to win the baby crawl. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Parents and grandparents coach their 
babies before competing in the tot trot. 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Three male runners have a close race during 
a dash to the finish line. 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Cecilia Stevens, Aleigha Owl-Reinsberg 
and Rosemary Ekdahl compete in the 
pre/postnatal walk. 
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Beginning May 1, SCIT 
Members and employees par- 
ticipated in the “Blue Cross/ 
Blue Shield Tribe 2 Tribe 
Challenge.” 

For nine weeks, participants 
logged their miles or minutes 
while walking, running, taking 
aerobic or dance classes, bicy- 
cling, etc. to compete against 
other Michigan tribes. 

Last year, SCIT earned 
fifth place in the competition. 
This year, the 146 team mem- 
bers earned SCIT first place, 
logging more than 24,000 
miles altogether! 

BC/BS employees rewarded 
SCIT with a $3,000 check 



Observer photo by Matthew Wright 


SCIT Member Gloria 
Loveland competes in the 
free throw basketball shots. 


to be used for the Nimkee 
Fitness Center. 

Walt Kennedy, prevention 
director of Nimkee Public 
Health, served as a planning 
committee member. 

“This year, we had another 
strong turnout for this event,” 
Kennedy said. “SCIT partici- 
pants continue to enjoy the fam- 
ily activities. One of my favorite 
parts is seeing the participants of 
all ages enjoying their involve- 
ment in the games.” 

Kennedy and the team also 
made the new location venue 
work well. 

“Shepherd High School 
has beautiful athletic facilities 
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The youth softball throw 
was one of the more 
popular events. 



Family Olympics 




which allowed us 
to provide the com- 
petition at one cen- 
tralized location,” 

Kennedy said. 

Harman said the 
event continues to 
grow each year. 

“I attribute (the 
growth) to the con- 
tinued support from 
Tribal Council in 
providing an incen- 
tive and the enjoy- 
ment that our SCIT 
Members have 
experienced through 
the years.” 

As hard as she worked 
that day, Green said she still 
enjoyed herself. 

“Even with all the work and 
time into this event, my favorite 
part is watching the community 
enjoy being healthy and active 
throughout the day,” Green said. 


Observer photo by Matthew Wright 

SCIT challengers show off their com- 
petitive archery skills. 


Chi-miigwetch to the follow- 
ing sponsors; Gold: Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe. Silver: 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield and 
Nottawaseppi Huron Band of 
Potawatomi. Bronze: Blarney 
Castle Oil & Propane, Sam’s 
Club and the SCIT At-Large 
Department. Other: Little 
Traverse Bay Band, Monarch 
Welding and Engineering, SCIT 
Housing Department, Grey Sky 
and Niibing Giizis Photography. 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Maia Chivis competes for 
Team SCIT in the 400- 
meter run. 



Observer photo by Matthew Wright 


The speed jump rope 
served as a difficult 
obstacle in the fitness 
challenge event. 



Observer photo by Matthew Wright 

It takes balance and skill 
to successfully complete 
a running long jump. 


Team Results 

4th: Pokagon Potawatomi 231 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 

520 points 

2nd: Grand Traverse Bay Band 235 
3rd: Huron Potawatomi 234 


5th: Little Traverse Bay Band 167 
6th: Gun Lake Tribe 132 
7th: Detroit Urban 16 
8th: Other 20 


SCIT 

First Place: 


One-Mile Run ■ Gold: Annie Lada, Nodin Jackson, Luke Sprague and Damian 
Fisher. Silver: Francis Cooper, Allen Crocket, Kyle Crampto, Markus Chamberlain 
and William Leksche. Bronze: Sierra Johnson, Candace Benzinger, Darcy Crampton, 
Chase Stevens, Foster Faber and Cauy George. 

100-Meter Run ■ Gold: Taylor Burton and Nodin Jackson. Silver: Jasmine McFall, 
Iliana Bennett, Charla Burton and William Potter. Bronze: Henry Robinson Jr., Markus 
Chamberlain and Ernie Borton. 

400-Meter Run ■ Gold: William Potter and Iliana Bennett. Silver: Allen 
Crocket, Markus Chamberlain and Faith Davis. Bronze: Chase Stevens, Valarie 
Rapheal and Kyle Crampton. 

400-Meter Walk ■ Gold: Faith Davis and Merton Flory. Silver: Jace Ice. 
Bronze: Fred Leksche, Valarie Rapheal, April Borton and Rose Wassegijig. 

50-Meter Run ■ Gold: Mnookmi Massey and Sarai Spencer-Whiteside. Silver: 
Eyhana Feliciano, Kylie Wemigwans, Merton Flory and Faith Davis. Bronze: Asalia 
Quigno-Grandahl and Ella Fox. 

Three-Point Basketball Shot ■ Gold: Annie Lada, Asalia Quigno- 

Grandahl, Taylyn Francis, Carina Romero, Christy Kelly, Jackie Haught, Melissa Flory, 
Louanna Bruner, Jacob Quigno-Grandahl, Henry Robinson Jr., and Luke Sprague. 
Silver: Andee Raphael, Alberta Trepanier, Kendra Cyr, Sabrina Romero, Iliana Bennett 
and Rolondo Pollard. Bronze: Jasmine McFall, Jimaganish Martell, Alec Mills, Matthew 
Plain, Steve Saboo, Eric Flory and Kelly Chamberlain. 

Jump Rope ■ Gold: Mateo Flory. Silver: Eyhana Feliciano and Remy Weldon. 
Bronze: Sarai Spencer-Whiteside and Azhiyen Wemigwans. 


Archery ■ Gold: Luke Sprague, Rachel House, Maia Chivis and Darcy Crampton. 
Silver: Sabrina Romero, Summer Raphael, Lindsey Sprague, Melissa Massey, Ronnie 
Ekdahl and Kenny Sprague. Bronze: Patricia Alonzo, Mae Pego and Larry Kimewan. 

Baby Crawl ■ Gold: Hayden Sineway. Silver: Ayden Tyron. Bronze: Kyle Quigno. 

Kids BGcMI [3clCJ Toss ■ Gold: Michael Ekdahl. Silver: Evelyn Bennett and 
Isabella Saboo. Bronze: Leela Saboo and Isaiah Haught. 

Adult Bean Bag Toss ■ Gold: Tony Carmona. Silver: Rob Gross. Bronze: 
Peter Elizalde and Brian Chippeway. 

Fitness Circuit ■ Gold: Jacob Quigno-Grandahl and Nodin Jackson. Silver: 
Asalia Quigno-Grandahl. Bronze: William Potter, Kalel Faber and Alexis Trepanier. 

Free Throw Basketball Shot - Gold: Clinton Pelcher and Darcy Crampton. 
Silver: Rebecca Rittmaier and Kenny Sprague. Bronze: Dave Anderson, Joe Sowmick, 
Kyle Crampton and Carole Tally. 

Golf Scramble ■ Gold: Erik Rodriguez, Chase Owl, Kelly Chamberlain, Michael 
Jackson, Darcy Crampton, Kyle Crampton and June & Dana. Silver: Bean Sprague, 
Larry Sprague, Valarie Rapheal and Sheila Leareaux. Bronze: Melinda Coffin, Stephanie 
Peters, Paula Quigno and Jamie Feliciano. 

Obstacle Course ■ Gold: Sarai Spencer-Whiteside and Elijah Otto-Powers. 
Silver: Sage Spencer Whiteside and Jayden Pelcher. 

Long Jump ■ Gold: Faith Davis, Mnookmi Massey, Michael McCreery, Merton 
Flory, David Jackson and Isaiah Harris. Silver: Mattea Merrill, Sarai Spencer-Whiteside 
and Andee Raphael. Bronze: Mnookmi Massey Taylor Burton and Kyle Crampton. 

Softball Throw ■ Gold: Alberta Trepanier, Michael McCreery and Isadenh Rose. 
Silver: Brooke Mathis, Maia Chivis, Kyle Crampton, Sarai Spencer-Whiteside, Alec 
Mills, Rolondo Polland and Caiden Snyder. Bronze: Azhiyen Wemigwans, Carole Tally, 
Julian Flory, Bailey Mitchell, David Jackson and Christian Quigno-Grandahl. 

Tot Trot ■ Gold: Isabella Saboo. Silver: Sienna Pego and Miguel Chippeway. Bronze: 
Michael Ekdahl, Waaskone Pamp and Leela Saboo. 

Pre & Post Natal 400 Meter Walk - Silver: Jacqueline Haught. 




Communit 
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Survival Saganing: Saganing Outreach Center educates community 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Nimkee Fitness Coordinator Jayme 
Green shares a high five with team- 
mate Nimkee Health Educator Robyn 
Grinzinger as they run participants 
through their fitness challenge. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

When one thinks of the network 
television series “Survivor”, 
they think of participants going 
through various situations to 
win for their tribe. 

Saganing Outreach Center 
found an interesting twist on 
how they can use their ver- 
sion “Survival Saganing: 
Youth Survivor Challenge” 
by offering a series of games 
and challenges that educate 
the community. 

Saganing Public Health 
Nurse Jenny Trout said the 
goal of the June 12 event was 


to promote health, safety and 
emergency preparedness for 
youth and their families. 

“We had 57 attendees. . . and 
they got to visit eight different 
locations that focused on each 
of our targeted goals,” Trout 
said. “The information that 
is presented at each station is 
important and we can do that 
in a creative, fun and educa- 
tional way. We appreciate the 
support from all the Tribal 
departments that made the 
drive over to Standish helped 
put on this successful event.” 

SCIT Water Resources 
Technician and Environmental 
Educator Michael Fisher 
brought a visual example of 


how science is used to help in 
industrial accidents. 

“It's great to be able 
to share our knowledge 
with the community here 
in Saganing,” Fisher said. 
“I used the opportunity to 
show folks the importance 
of cleaning up contaminants 
and oil spills in our water. I 
think the kids (and adults) 
had a lot of fun learning 
about the responsibility we 
all have for our shared natu- 
ral resources.” 

Nimkee Child Health 
Nurse Anna Hon said the 
event helped to increase the 
knowledge that it is essential 
to help children to remain 
calm in emergency situations. 

“When Mother Nature 
strikes with a natural disaster, 
a child can be overwhelmed 
and this can cause panic,” 
Hon said. “Therefore, shar- 
ing activities that are calm- 
ing and stress releasing were 
shared... I was able to show- 
case kinetic sand, along with 
craft ideas and coloring sheets 
with Tribal designs.” 

Sherrill Kennedy, SCIT 
Housing credit homebuyer 
counselor/loan specialist, had 
a tasty blend of fun and edu- 
cation at her smoothie station. 

“We wanted to show that 
you can take a mix of youth 


favorites and com- 
bine it with veg- 
etables that some 
families might not 
be used to eating,” 

Kennedy said. 

“The yummy 
smoothie had a 
healthy blend of 
kale, spinach, 
mixed frozen fruit 
and apple juice.” 

Saganing Tribal 
Police Officer 
Robert Forsythe 
ran the youth 
through a series 
of 911 emergency situations 
and also offered a gracious 
prayer to bless the food and 
the attendees. 

Other stations included a 
fruit and veggie walk game 
(similar to a cake walk, but 
healthier) ran by Nimkee 
Health Public Director Walt 
Kennedy and Community 
Health Representative Emily 
Wiggins. 

Nimkee Nutritionist Sally 
Van Cise offered a taste test- 
ing exercise and cautioned 
families to read the labels and 
to beware of advertising that 
falsely promotes products 
as a healthy choice (exam- 
ple: Nutella peanut butter 
that very low in protein and 
packed with sugar.) 


Nimkee Public Health Nurse 
Sue Sowmick discussed the 
importance of having first aid 
kits available in the car and at 
home at her medical station. 
Each participant to her booth left 
with an emergency first aid kit. 

Jayme Green, Nimkee fit- 
ness coordinator, and Public 
Health Educator Robyn 
Grinzinger kept things mov- 
ing with their fitness chal- 
lenge station where partici- 
pants drew activities that 
promote exercise and activity. 

Saganing Outreach Center 
Director Don Nelson person- 
ally thanked all departments 
and participants for attend- 
ing and each of the partici- 
pants left the event with a 
logo T-shirt. 
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Water Resources Technician Michael Fisher shows a fun 
way how absorbent material is used to float above water to 
capture and clean oil spills. 



In this biographical documentary, 
Brannum, the great niece of Harris, 
celebrates her life and the personal 
struggles that led her to become a voice 
for Native people and her contemporary 
work to strengthen and rebuild Indigenous 
communities and train emerging Native 
leaders around the world. 


Experience the fascinating history and rich culture of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan at the Midwest's Premier American Indian Museum 


SEPTEMBER EVENTS: 


ZllBIWING 

CENTER 

OPENMONDAY- 

SATURDAY 

10am-6pm 


Ziibiwing Center • 6650 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 989.775.4750 • www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing 


Blue Star Museum ends 
Monarch Butterfly Day 
Grandparents Day 
Performance Circle 
Museum Day 
Native Skywatchers Closes 
Heritage Specials 


September 5 
September 12 
September 12 
September 22 
September 26 
September 26 
Sept, thru Nov. 


\ m\\ 

/AIK 

T ft A t — 

lT 2 ft 


DIKINAAGAN/CRADLEBOARD 


INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S DAY 


FILM SCREENING 

Saturday, 
August 8, 2015 
1pm-3pm 


LaDONNA HARRIS: INDIAN 101 from 
Comanche filmmaker Julianna Brannum, 
chronicles the life of Comanche activist and 
international civil rights leader LaDonna 
Harris and the role that she has played in 
Native and mainstream American history 
since the 1960 s. 


(63 min | Documentary, Biography 1 2014 ) 


A R T W A I K 

L CENTRAL 






i August 3-7 


.ZIIBIWING CENTER 

ART WALK CENTRAL VENUE 
AUGUST 1 - AUGUST 22 


5pm-7pm 


Space limited 


Acceptmg 
first 10 
registrants! 


$75 fee 


PRESENTING THE ARTWORK OF: 


^ „ FREE & OPEN ^ 
to the PUBLIC 

$ £ Every year, August 9 commemorates the 

International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples. 

VlV For information visit http://www.un.org/en/events/indigenousday 


MARCELLA HADDEN - ADULT 
ALLYSSA SHAWBOOSE - YOUTH 


Call to register 


989.775.4747 


io* the Art in the Sk 


EXHIBIT ON DISPLAY NOW 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 26, 2015 ONLY 


NATIVE SKYWATCHERS 


“Traditionally, one became 
a strong person in order to 
give back to the community. 

The community nurtured 
you while you were becoming 
strong and once this was 
achieved, you looked for 
opportunities to give back 
to the community.” 








WHERE ON THE REZ? 


LAST MONTH 


Do you know where this is? 

Answer the puzzle correctly by 
Aug, 17 through e-mail or 
Vt telephone. Your name will go into 
a drawing and one winner will 
receive two free announcements 
7? in the Tribal Observer. 

Submit Answers To: 

— dcantu@sagchip.org 
B or call 989-775-4010 


Tribal Operations 


Last Month's Winner 

No Winner 


vegetable 


gitigaanens 


Dear WW: I met a new friend and am so happy 
for her friendship. I don’t have very many and was 
thrilled when we started talking at the park where we 
frequently take our kids. Since then, we have made 
several other play dates together with our kids. The 
problem is her husband. While taking the kids out to 
eat last week, he actually spanked one of them for not 
finishing all of their food. Needless to say, it ruined my 
mood. I don’t make my kids eat all of their food and 
can’t imagine what he thought when they didn’t nor do 
I really care. Why do people have to be such idiots? I 
highly doubt we’ll go out to eat again now. What are 
your thoughts on kids and food? Stuffed 

Dear Stuffed: Kids will eat when they are hungry and 
should not be punished or spanked for not finishing 
their food. That sets a bad, bad eating habit that can 
affect them for the rest of their life. When you grow 
up eating like that, you don’t listen to your body and 
will most likely overeat. You can get kids to eat prop- 
erly by providing healthy snacks in between meals and 
offering an option if they do not like what is being 
served. Forcing a child to eat is cruel and can make 
them physically sick. I don’t blame you for not want- 
ing to go out to eat again with them but hope you can 
remain friends at the park. 


Dear WW: Help WW! I’m crushing on a guy who 
seems pretty interested in me too. I don’t even know 
if he’s available. Maybe he’s just really friendly or 
maybe shy, but he hasn’t asked me out after hardcore 
flirting for weeks. He could be married or engaged for 
all I know. How do I go about asking if he’s single 
without being too forward? Stumped 

Dear Stumped: Most likely married people wear 
wedding rings as a sign of their love and commitment. 
If he doesn’t have a ring or a tan line (liar’s ring) then I 
would assume he isn’t. However, that isn’t always true 
in every situation. I would hope that someone engaged 
would not flirt “hardcore.” If he hasn’t asked you out 
after several weeks, I think you might have to settle 
that he’s just not that interested in you. Asking him if 
he is married or engaged would definitely send up a 
signal that you are curious for a reason. If he’s truly 
interested, you wouldn’t be doubtful. You could just 
ask him because what have you got to lose? 
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FunK Games 


Nichols, John, D, & Nyholm, Earl. A Concise Dictionary of Minnesota Ojibwe. University of Minnesota Press. Minneapolis. 1995. Title by Isabelle Osawamick. 


The Wigwam has 
sheltered our ancestors 
from storms and bad 
weather since the dawn 
of time. The wigwam 
has witnessed the 
hardships our people 
have had to endure not 
only through the hands of change and war, but upon our 
strongest enemies, ourselves. The spirit of the wigwam 
does not forget and keeps with it the wisdom to guide the 
souls that have strayed back to a peaceful life. 

Comments or feedback can be sent to: 
wigwam_wisdom@yahoo.com 

*(WW is intended entertainment purposes only. Please make 
sure to seek professional counseling when necessary .) 


Dear WW: My sister started dating a friend of mine 
who has a dark side. I don’t know if she knows that 
about him or not. The problem is, we used to be room- 
mates in college and I witnessed him beating his dog 
for throwing up. I always kept that in the back of my 
mind and was glad when he finally moved out. Now 
she shows up at my parents with him. That was years 
ago and now he is graduated and has a promising 
career. The Dark Side 

Dear Dark Side: You absolutely need to make your 
sister aware of his past behavior. If she should ever 
witness him beating a dog, she should immediately 
call the authorities. A person who can do that to a help- 
less dog needs help and has anger issues. No doubt 
that behavior will be displayed in other areas of his life 
as well — guaranteed, unless he has been to counseling 
for anger management. You will feel better after you 
tell her what you have been holding in. He could deny 
it if confronted. However, that is not your problem 
once you tell her. It is up to her to make an intellec- 
tual decision about who she wants to date and who she 
keeps in her life. In the future, better safe than sorry 
and if you should ever witness such cruelty again, I 
hope you do the right thing and call the authorities. 
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Anishinaabemowin 
Word Search 


garden 


gitigaan 


ripe 


giizhaande 


water 


sun 


giizis 


wild rice 


manoomin 


rice bag 


manoomin-mashkimod 


rice knocker 


bawa'iganaak 


roach headdress 


miskwaanzigan 


belt 


gijipizon 


dance 


niimi 


awake 


goshkozi 


vision 


waabi 


build 


giizhige 


spiritual 


manidoowaadizi 


heaven 


ishpeming 


mountain 


wajiw 


river 


trees 


live (a proper way) 


MlNO-BlMAADIZI LIVE WELL ! 


bimitigweyaa 


mitigokaa 


gwayako-bimaadizi 


Tribal Observer 


Em; 




•- 


Email your submissions to 
observer@sagchip.org or turn 
them in to the Tribal Observer 
office located inside the Tribal 
Operations building. 


opt a Pet 


Cabbie is a 3 -year- 
old Cur Black-Mouth 
mix. Her original 
family bought her 
from a parking lot as 
a puppy. As she grew 
older, she developed 
some food allergies, 
and her family could 
no longer afford her needed dog food. It has taken 
time for her to adjust to the new environment, but 
she’s making new friends every day. She loves 
walks and curling up next to those she trusts. 


McCutchen 

. 

McCutchen is a 
4-year-old Do- 
mestic Medium 

Hair mix. He’s a ' ■ * 

large male who is 
a perfect friendly 
gentleman. He is 
looking for an in- 
dependent house- 
hold. He doesn’t 

require other cats or dogs, but as long as 
they are polite and friendly, he will not 
mind having them around. 


Available at: The Humane Animal Treatment Society 

1105 S. Isabella Rd. Mt. Pleasant Hatsweb.org 989.775.0830 Email: info@hatsweb.org 

Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Saturday: 9 a.m. -2 p.m. I Puppies: $175, Dogs: $160, Cats: $85 Senior Dogs: $100, Cats: $85 
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Labor Relations 

continued from front page 

The LRB panel of judges 
ruled against that Tribe and 
found that the NLRB did 
have jurisdiction over the 
Tribe’s casino. 

The Sixth Circuit Court of 
Appeals panel for SCIT, held 
that they were bound by the 
precedent established in the 
LRB case even though they 
believed that the case was 
wrongly decided and that they 
would have ruled for SCIT. 

The judges acknowledged 
that they weren't operating on 


a "clean slate" due to 
a very recent decision 
involving the Little 
River Band of Ottawa 
Indians, also in Michigan. 

The Appeals judges ratio- 
nalized that because the LRB 
case was heard three weeks 
prior to the SCIT ruling, the 
earlier case sat precedence. 

“Given the legal frame- 
work adopted in Little River 
and the breadth of the major- 
ity’s holding, we must con- 
clude in this case that the 
casino operated by the Tribe 
on trust land falls within the 
scope of the NLRA, and that 
the NLRB has jurisdiction 


over the casino,” the judges 
stated reluctantly. 

All three judges on the 
Soaring Eagle panel believe the 
two judges on the Little River 
panel employed the wrong anal- 
ysis in deciding that case. They 
argued that their approach is 
“most consistent with Supreme 
Court precedent and Congress’ 
supervisory role over the scope 
of Indian sovereignty.” 

“Tribal Council is crys- 
tal clear that any attack on 
our sovereignty is an attack 
on every person in our Tribal 
Membership,” SCIT Public 
Relations Director Frank 
Cloutier said. “It should be 


Traditional gunstock and dance stick workshop 



Observer photos by Matthew Wright 


Attendees were able to craft gunstock and dance sticks at the two-day workshop 
hosted by Seventh Generation Elijah Elk Cultural Center on June 17-18. 


the right of any sovereign gov- 
ernment to make decisions 
that are best for people. We 
are cautiously confident that 
our position supported by our 
SCIT legal counsel is correct 
and we will continue to be vig- 
ilant and exhaust all measures 
to protect our sovereignty.” 

The uncertainty will also 
fuel debate in Congress about 
the Tribal Labor Sovereignty 
Act (H.R.511 |S.248), a bill 
that shields tribes and their 
businesses from the NLRA. 

At a hearing earlier this 
month, tribal leaders made 
some of the very same argu- 
ments that were advanced by 
the Saginaw Chippewa panel 
regarding the need to develop 
labor laws and policies spe- 
cific to their communities. 

On page 26 of the court 
document of record, the 
SCIT legal opinion states 
“We believe that the weight 
of these factors supports our 
conclusion that the NLRA 
should not apply to the casino. 
We consider relevant: (1) the 
fact that the casino is on trust 
land and is considered a unit 
of the Tribe’s government; 
(2) the importance of the 
casino to tribal governance 
and its ability to provide 
member services; and (3) that 
Lewis (and other non-mem- 
bers) voluntarily entered into 


an employment relationship 
with the Tribe. We recognize 
that our determination would 
have inhibited the Board’s 
desire to apply the NLRA to 
all employers not expressly 
excluded from its reach. But 
Congress retains the ability 
to amend the NLRA to apply 
explicitly to the casino, if it 
so chooses.” 

SCIT’s legal counsel will 
seek review of the decision by 
the full panel of judges on the 
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

SCIT is hopeful that a 
review will be granted by the 
full panel of approximately 
15 judges to clarify the posi- 
tion of the Sixth Circuit 
Court of Appeals in light of 
the decision in the LRB case 
that the NLRA applies to 
tribes and the position of the 
judges in the Saginaw, Mich, 
case that the NLRA should 
not apply to tribes. 

A final decision by the 
Sixth Circuit Court of 
Appeals will be binding on 
all tribes in Michigan unless 
an appeal is made to the U.S. 
Supreme Court and the deci- 
sion is overturned. 

The Tribe will assess 
whether to appeal to the U.S. 
Supreme Court after a deci- 
sion is made regarding the 
request for review to the full 
Sixth Circuit panel. 


^ Wealth 





Behavioral Health 

PROGRAMS 

Nog-da-win-da-meg • “Taking care of one another” 


2800 S. Shepherd Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant MI, 48858 

989 - 775-4850 

www.sagchip.org/behavioralhealth 


Outpatient Services 

The outpatient program strives to meet the needs of the Anishi- 
nabek population of children, adolescents, adults and the elderly 
through the delivery of integrated services. This program is guid- 
ed by ideals and principles that are reflective of the Anishinabek 
values and beliefs. 

There are many reasons why an individual may need mental 
health counseling. He or she may have a chemical imbalance 
that is making it difficult to function, which can be aided 
through drugs but may also require some form of talk therapy. 
There may be unresolved trauma that is plaguing an individual. 
In nearly any case where a psychological issue is making daily 
functioning a problem, mental health counseling can help. 

• Individual Adult Counseling & Couples Therapy 

• Early Recovery Skills/Basic Education Group 

• Individual Child & Adolescent Counseling 

• Anger Management Education 

• Intensive Outpatient Counseling 

• Batterers’ Intervention Group 

• Transitional Supportive Living 

• Anger Management Group 

• Anishinabek Helping Healer 

• Traditional Practitioner 

• Gambling Addiction Counseling 

• Adolescent Substance Abuse Group 

• Parent Counseling 

• Group Counseling 

• DBT Group 

• Family Counseling 

• Women’s Support Group 

• Case Management Services 

• Psychiatric Services 

• School-Based Counseling 


Residential Services 

Located in the heart of the Isabella Reservation, we offer 
community-based programs catering to the needs of Native 
Americans who want to begin a journey to recovery. 
Programming is based on the twelve steps and incorporates 
the cultural and traditional process. Residents are exposed to 
the Ojibwe language, ceremonies, Native values and historical 
contexts through our cultural curriculum which is supported by 
our clinical approaches. 

Program Goals: 

• Promote balance and harmony within individuals and the community. 

• Provide services aimed at reducing personal, family, social, physical, 
emotional and spiritual distress to individuals. 

• Provide an environment that is met with honesty, humility, love, 
truthfulness, bravery, respect and wisdom. 

• Provide documentation and evaluation of services pertaining to all clients’ 
activities, planning, management, support services and training. 


Nami Migizi Nangwiihgan 

“Under the Eagle Wing” 

The purpose of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan’s 
domestic violence program is to assist those affected by domestic 
violence in finding another path without abuse. 

Individual needs will be addressed by utilizing emergency 
transportation to other shelters and case management services. 
We are dedicated to providing resources, safety and advocacy to 
ensure the physical, mental, spiritual and emotional well-being 
of families victimized by violence. In order to achieve balance 
and independence, we as a community, need to re-establish a 
support network of services and resources. 

The domestic violence services are open to anyone who is a 
victim of domestic violence, sexual assault and/or stalking. 

• Batterers’ Intervention Program • Cultural Sensitivity 

• 24/7 Support • Confidentiality/Privacy 

• Group Therapy • Victim Advocacy 

• Individual Therapy • Education and Outreach 

• Case Management 


Provide coordinated professional referral sources as a network of 
recovery support linkages. 


Strusslins? 

Mondays: 5:30-7 p.m. (Dinner on your own) 

Fridays: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. (Light lunch included) 


Come when you can! As often as you want! 

Need Support? Need skill reminders? 

Topics covered include: 

Join us at RTC-Behavioral Health for the 

Drop-in Relapse Prevention Group 

Red Road teachings, step work, relapse prevention 
skills, mindfulness, medicine wheel teachings and case 
management services. 
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Ziibiwing Center creative writing workshop had students looking to the stars 



Oberver photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Christine Sy shares insight of how 
Native ancestors received inspiration 
through their relationship with the stars. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Creative writing is widely 
considered an honored art 
form and Native people have 
looked to the stars and have 
been recording the inspiration 
for centuries. 

As a supplement to the 
Ziibiwing Center Native 
Skywatchers summer pro- 
grams, Native teacher and 
writer Christine Sy encour- 
aged her July 1 1 workshop stu- 
dents to find their relationship 
with the stars. 

“I was invited to conduct a 
creative writing workshop by 
(Ziibiwing Director) Shannon 


Martin as she is familiar with 
my workshops on anangwan 
(the star world) and my cre- 
ative writing,” Sy said. “I was 
thrilled to intersect two sub- 
jects I love in a community- 
based setting.” 

“The Anishinaabeg relation- 
ship with anangwan is profound: 
Western astronomy teaches us 
the details and science how all of 
us humans are made of star dust, 
however, Anishinaabe knowl- 
edge teaches us not only that we 
are related with anangwan and it's 
being, but how,” she said. 

Throughout her presentation, 
Sy said the oral written traditions 
find themselves together as a part 
of the circle where the natural and 


spiritual teachings come together. 

“Anangwan holds our ances- 
tors and our descendents; it 
guides our present,” she said. 
“The star world is creatively 
documenting our relationship 
with the natural world and is 
something Anishinaabeg have 
always done... through wam- 
pum belts, pictographs, petro- 
forms, petroglyphys, symbols on 
our clothing or marks on trees.” 

She said the workshops 
provided an opportunity for 
participants to creatively doc- 
ument and explore their rela- 
tionship with anangwan and 
writing through multiple short 
creative writing exercises 
(including picture writing.) 


“By the end of 
the day, partici- 
pants were... tap- 
ping into traditional 
forms of creative pro- 
duction and presenta- 
tion. . . in a poetry 
sweat (a Native 
version of a poetry 
slam),” she said. 

Sy was grateful to 
learn about each par- 
ticipant’s relation- 
ship with the stars. 

“It was an unex- 
pected, yet awesome, twist to 
have the Tribal Observer attend 
the workshop and to listen to the 
writings and poetry of the stu- 
dents,” Sy said. “I am thrilled 


to hear a few of the students 
attending are willing to share 
their written thoughts and their 
personal relationship with the 
stars with the community.” 


Native Skywatchers Creative Writing Workshop: My relationship with the stars 


(Editors note: The follow- 
ing stories were submitted 
after the Native Skywatchers 
Creative Writing Workshop at the 
Ziibiwing Center on July 11. The 
pieces have been printed , as sub- 
mitted, without any edits.) 

Judy Scheuffele 

My relationship with the stars 
is sketchy, at best. 

As a child, I was fas- 
cinated by their beauty. I 
wished upon the evening star 
every chance I got. 

My favorite aunt was a Latin 
teacher at the high school, 
and she taught me “Twinkle, 
Twinkle Little Star” in Latin. 
That meant a lot to me, and it 
made me feel important. 

At night, my mother and I 
would sit on the porch, look- 
ing at the stars, trying to fig- 
ure out the different constel- 
lations. That is one of my 
favorite childhood memories. 


In the summer, we would go 
visit my grandmother. Living 
in the South, it was our custom 
to sit out on the porch at night. 
While my mother, grandmother 
and aunt caught up on all the 
latest news and gossip, I would 
claim the big swing as my own, 
and I would swing, while gaz- 
ing at the stars. August was my 
favorite month, as we saw so 
many shooting stars. I always 
made a wish! 

One summer, when I was in 
high school, I lived with a family 
from Colombia. Mrs. Martinez 
would stand out on the balcony 
with me for the longest time, 
while she tried so patiently to 
help me see the different constel- 
lations. Needless to say, for all 
her effort, the Big Dipper is still 
the only one that ever made any 
sense to me! 

When I lived in Montana, I 
was fascinated by the stars, and 
especially the Milky Way. 

I had never seen it before, and 


had thought it was something that 
people had made up. 

I had never seen so many stars 
before, nor had I ever seen the 
man in the moon. I didn’t even 
know that stars actually twinkle, 
until I lived in Montana. I think 
it had something to do with the 
atmosphere in the South, or the 
humidity, or something. 

My daughter had a telescope 
at that time, and that opened up a 
whole new world for me! 

Summers, for me, were 
always spent outside. I always 
tried to find the constellations, 
but have never had any luck in 
recognizing them. 

Since moving to Michigan, the 
only time I see the vastness of the 
sky and stars is when I visit my 
daughter in Paradise. I have seen 
them more in Mount Pleasant 
than Midland, but, of course, not 
so many as in Paradise. 

And, to think, my name is 
Waasinang ikwe... Bright Star 
Woman! 


Daisy Kostus 

My relationship with the stars 
has been with me for a long 
time; ever since I was a child, 
growing up in the northern part 
of Canada (James Bay Quebec). 
The name of our reservation 
is called; Waswanipi which 
means “Light Over Water”. 

When my siblings and I 
were growing up, we would sit 
outside in the middle of the fro- 
zen lake and we would watch 
the stars and northern lights. 

During this time, we would 
give the stars names such as; 
flashing star, the long tail star, 
and make my happy star. Stars 
do make us happy whenever we 
see a falling one and we could 
make a wish. 

Stars also light up the sky with 
a sudden flashing of brilliance 
whenever it falls. It also reminds 
us of making flashing stars when- 
ever we have fireworks during the 
Fourth of July celebration. This 


is what we call a celebration of 
freedom of independence in our 
country, as a people. 

Stars do flashing dances, 
if you watch them through a 
microscope at night, they seem 
to come closer and you can 
almost touch them with your 
naked eye and hands. 

Sometimes I have dreams 
about the stars that will come 
and visit us when the world 
ends. These stars will come 
with shining armor to protect 
us from destruction. 

Therefore, we must build 
a good relationship with the 
stars; because they are our 
brothers, sisters, grandmothers 
(nokomisk) and grandfathers 
(mishomisk) of the sky world. 

Many stories are shared in 
our earthly realm regarding our 
Anishinaabe stars. The ananung 
(stars) are definitely a part of us 
as Anishinaabe. All of us has a 
star niijii (friend) to reach out to 
whenever we need help. 


B. Sprague Golf Open burns up fairways in heated competition at Waabooz Run 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Cash was on the line once more 
as the golfers at the B. Sprague 
Open golf tournament burned 
up the fairways on a sweltering 
Saturday, July 1 1 . 


The well-manicured greens 
proved a formidable challenge as 
the annual open welcomed eight 
teams to an exciting heated com- 
petition on the executive course. 

“The team of Ted and Rick 
Kewayosh from Walpole Island 
First Nations Canada took first 


place in the men’s division, 
while the hometown team of 
Rick and Carol Hubble took first 
place honors in the coed divi- 
sion,” Bernard Sprague, event 
coordinator, said. “I would 
like to thank our five spon- 
sors Real Integrated, Borders 


Day-Winters, PLLC 

• Criminal Law • Drunk Driving • License Restoration ^ ^ 

• Family Law • Divorce • Child Support 

• Tribal Law • Probate Matters • Federal Cases 

Free initial consultation I Payment options available 

989 - 779-9991 




306 E. Broadway St., Suite 4, Mt Pleasant | da 3 rwinters@gmail.c 0 m 



Grocery, Ietan Consulting, 
Public Affairs Associates and 
O&O Advertising. With their 
gracious support, I have been 
able to provide the players with 
lunch, dinner, early entry cash, 
door prizes and 18 proximity 
opportunities for cash prizes.” 

Sprague said this is their fourth 
outing at Waabooz Run and the 
open celebrated its 10th year as a 
golf tournament. 

“I appreciate their support 
over the years and I know the 
players personally,” he said. “I 
also appreciate how our golfers 
have become familiar names to 
many of our sponsors.” 



Oberver photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The Canadian team of Rick 
and Ted Kewayosh won the 
men’s champion division. 

He also informed on the 
three tees skins match at 
Waabooz Run on Saturday, 
Aug. 8. Please call 989 - 400 - 
1838 for more information. 




Associates, PLLC 

Damian S. Fisher 


"The lawyer ir 
your family' 


Tribal Elder 215 West Broadway 

grayskypllc@gmail.CDm (989) 423-5625 




SCM Powwow 
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Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

The Anishinaabe Ogitchedaw Veteran Warrior Society stands 
in formation during Friday night grand entry ceremonies. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Eric Sowmick joins his son Nick (right) entering the arena as 
Powwow Committee members Joelle Peters and Sheridan 
Pelcher (far right) record their men’s traditional dance numbers. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Tribal Chief Steven Pego and his wife Mae shake hands with 
dancers after the eagle staff ceremony. 



Excitement comes together with tradition and culture at 


31st annual 


t! 


SCIT Powwow 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

As the summer breeze moved 
through the Reservation, a sense 
of excitement came together 
with tradition and culture as the 
community celebrates the 31st 
annual SCIT Powwow. 

A registered 326 danc- 
ers with drummers and pow- 
wow royalty joined guests 
from throughout the U.S. and 
Canada with several interna- 
tional visitors in attendance. 

The competitive jiingtamok 
features several dance specials 
and contests that included an 
armed forces sneak up, drum 
group dance off, women danc- 
ing grass, men dancing with 
fancy shawls, clown dance, gen- 
erations freestyle and a youth 
hand drum contest. 

SCIT Powwow Committee 
Chair Angel Jackson has wit- 
nessed the event grow to where 
now its notoriety is mentioned 
with other national native gather- 
ings throughout the country. 

“The Powwow Committee 
has been meeting all year round 
to bring this special gathering of 
tradition and culture together,” 
Jackson said. “We realize that 
it is a time where many Tribal 
Members get a chance to enjoy 
their homecoming back to the 
Reservation and we try to make 
it the best experience possible 
for everyone.” 


“We have a great staff of 
volunteers and serving on the 
Powwow Committee is an unpaid 
position,” she said. “It is a lot of 
hard, time consuming work but in 
the end, it is all worth it because 
we do this for our people.” 

SCIT Public Relations 
Manager Marcella Hadden and 
their staff work closely with the 
Powwow Committee on coordi- 
nating media on the Tribal web- 
site and Facebook page and she 
notices many positive comments 
throughout powwow weekend. 

“We see the important work 
that the Powwow Committee 
does all year round and we know 
that as soon after all the volun- 
teers take a much-needed break, 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Men’s traditional dancer and 
Seventh Generation Cultural 
Representative Ben Hinmon 
looked regal in his regalia. 


they will be working on next 
year’s event,” Hadden said. “I still 
enjoy seeing all the people come 
back to the Rez and it’s what this 
time of year is all about. . . family, 
friends and frybread!” 

SCIT Training Instructor John 
Gerhard volunteers with Central 
Michigan University's Friendship 
Family Program and brought 
Beijing, China guests Yumin Cui, 
her son John and her daughter 
Nancy to their first powwow. 

“ft was really a pleasure that 
we are able to join the powwow 
festival in our summer trip to 
Michigan this year,” Cui said. 
“Our children are very interested 
in North American native cul- 
ture. We visited the Ziibiwing 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Mide’ Elder Brian Corbiere 
(center) shares about the 
new SCIT eagle staff he 
made and gifted to the 
community as AOVWS 
Veteran David Perez, Sr. 
(left) and PR Director 
Frank Cloutier look on. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The powwow received many international visi- 
tors every year and making the journey from 
Beijing, China is Yumin Cui and her family. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Highlighting this year’s powwow 
theme “Honoring the Water,” water 
walkers (left to right) Beatrice 
Jackson and Irene Peters join Carol 
Hopkins and her daughter as they 
address the community. 
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Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

The fancy shawl contest never 
disappoints as they bring color and 
movement to the arena. 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Elder George Martin (right) humbly presents 
the new SCIT eagle staff to Chief Pego as his 
wife Mae proudly watches. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Men’s traditional dancer 
and SCIT Tribal Member 
Delmar Jackson Jr. dances 
near the eastern door. 

Museum in our last trip which 
gave us a rich understanding of 
the history of Native American 
and this powwow journey gave 
us vivid experiences of the time 
to preserve traditions, to sing to 
the Creator, and to dance to the 
heartbeat of the drum.” 

Her daughter Nancy marveled 
at the color, sights and sounds of 
the annual cultural experience. 

“I love the powwow and 
love the handmade beading 
necklaces and different kind 
of stone sold in the market,” 
Nancy said. “I enjoyed the 
wonderful music and beautiful 
dresses with bells on them. I 
want to go again next time!” 

Ziibiwing Center Assistant 
Director and International 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Men’s traditional dancer 
Hunter Genia displays 
a beautiful indigenous 
woodlands head dress. 

Relations Committee mem- 
ber Waabanoqua (Judy Pamp) 
proudly introduced a student del- 
egation of our sister city in Okaya, 
Japan as all the international visi- 
tors danced an intertribal song. 

Kewa Native artist and car- 
toonist Ricardo Cate from Santo 
Domingo, N.M. came in to per- 
form at Ziibiwing’s NativeFest 
and stayed in the community just 
for powwow events. 

“I liked that so many people 
showed up for support on the 
Freedom Walk because when it 
comes down to it, it’s all about 
the support for the individuals 
going through this ordeal and 
that support has to come from 
the community, family and 
friends,” Cate said. “I enjoyed 
meeting the people of this com- 
munity and participating in this 
event with them. It made our 
connection even better. I really 


* 


enjoyed the powwow and doing 
a vendor booth there. I have 
many good memories and sto- 
ries to share with my people 
back home about my first visit 
to your Reservation.” 

Always an important part 
of our tradition and culture, 
Tribal Elder Bert Hunt Sr. and 
Joe Quintero were asked in a 
good way to tend the Ishkotay 
(Sacred Fire) throughout pow- 
wow weekend. 

“As Firekeepers, to see all the 
Elders, veterans, water walkers 
and the whole community come 
by and offer their prayers in a 
respectful way, it just gives you 
a good feeling about our Tribe 
and our people,” Hunt said. 
“One of the best things about 
the weekend was seeing all the 
Tribal youth ask questions about 
the teaching of tending a Sacred 
Fire and both Joe and I were 


encouraged by that. They are the 
Firekeepers of tomorrow.” 

One of the truly historic 
moments in recent powwow his- 
tory was the presentation of the 
newly-created SCIT eagle staff 
by Mide’ Elder Brian Corbiere. 

Mide’ Elder and Head Veteran 
George Martin danced the staff 
into the arena during an honor 
song then presented it to Tribal 
Chief Steven Pego with his wife 
Mae standing by his side. 

“An eagle staff is always 
given the lead position as we do 
our ceremonies and this special 
gift will be honored and remem- 
bered in the spirit of our teach- 
ings,” Chief Pego said. “I could 
feel the energy that this eagle 
staff has and that power is now 
given to all the people of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
of Michigan. This is a good day 
for all of us.” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


U.S.M.C. Veteran and SCIT 
Tribal Member Craig Perez 
came home from Arizona and 
proudly carried the Saginaw 
Chippewa eagle staff. 


2015 Results 

* 5th place sponsored by Head Dancers Joe and Heather Syrette 


Jr. Boys Grass 

1st: Quincey Jackson 
2nd: Kaimare’ Eaglestar 
3rd: Zaidis Deleary 
4th: Christopher Spencer-Ruiz 

Jr. Boys Fancy 

1st: Deo Top Sky 
2nd: Geno Whitecloud 
3rd: Khylan Isaac 
4th: Joaquin Jackson 

Jr. Boys Traditional 

1st: Creed Big Mountain 
2nd: River Buck 
3rd: Gegek Webkamigad 
4th: Gene Yellowbird 

Jr. Girls Jingle 

1st: Kitahna Silas 
2nd: Debwaywin Deleary 
3rd: Juniper Deleary 
4th: Riley Diehlman 

Jr. Girls Fancy 

1st: Micayla Silas 
2nd: Kaliyah Bear 
3rd: Angelina Buck 
4th: Makayla Stevens 


Jr. Girls Traditional 

1st: Kaylen Top Sky 
2nd: Taliyah Eaglestar 
3rd: Darlyn Fiddler 
4th: Neena Robinson 

Teen Boys Grass 

1st: James Eaglestar 
2nd: Wakinyan Fiddler 
3rd: CJ Lasley 
4th: Ja’cobi Littleturtle 

Teen Boys Fancy 

1st: Quentin Cleveland 
2nd: Colton Burridge 
3rd: Nodin Jackson 
4 th: Kane Funmaker 

Teen Boys Traditional 

1st: Zackary Jackson 
2nd: Jaden Parker 
3rd: Joseph Leviner 
4th: Marlin Dickinson Jr. 

Teen Girls Jingle 

1st: Tiana Schocko 
2nd: Dajia Shinos 
3rd: Maya Schuyler 
4 th: Raena Whiteye 


Teen Girls Fancy 

1st: Tavian Whiteye 
2nd: Malia Jacobs 
3rd: Hozhoni Whitecloud 
4th: Shelby Snyder 

Teen Girls Traditional 

1st: Zamantha Funmaker 
2nd: Kendra Eaglestar 
3rd: Cicilee Chivis 
4th: Onyleen Zapata 

Jr. Adult Men Grass 

1st: Wabli Charging Eagle 
2nd: Rooster Top Sky 
3rd: Chad Browneagle 
4th: Josh Richardson 

Jr. Adult Men Fancy 

1st: Dennison Brown 
2nd: Eric Bird 
3rd: Albert King Jr. 

4th: Sean Snyder 

Jr. Adult Men Traditional 

1st: Adrian Klein Sr. 

2nd: Brando Jack 
3rd: Lee Goodman Jr. 

4th: Joe Bigmountain 
5th: Atsa Zah* 

Jr. Adult Women Jingle 

1st: Alyss Buck 
2nd: Rena Belle Nevaquaya 
3rd: Iliana Bennett 
4th: Jackie Klein 


Jr. Adult Women Fancy 

1st: Star Whiteye 
2nd: Verna Street 
3rd: Rose Track 
4th: Valerie Parker 
5th: Shandiin Jack* 

Jr. Adult Women Traditional 

1st: Alva Fiddler 
2nd: Krystal Big Sky 
3rd: Jasmine Fiddler 
4th: Bianca Whitecloud 

Sr. Adult Men Grass 

1st: Dennis Tate Nevaquaya 
2nd: Chris Whitewolf 
3rd: O. Snyder 
4th: Russ Blackbird 

Sr. Adult Men Fancy 

1st: Wayne Silas Jr. 

2nd: Clarence Goins 

Sr. Adult Men Traditional 

1st: Lonny Street 
2nd: Reuben Crowfeather 
3rd: Paul Syrette 
4th: Alex Ross 

Sr. Adult Women Jingle 

1st: Sharon Eagleman 
2nd: Dionne Jacobs 
3rd: Tara Lee Swallow 
4th: April Field 

Sr. Adult Women Fancy 

1st: Shelley Bointy 
2nd: Crystal Cleveland 
3rd: Lisa Hill 


Sr. Adult Women Traditional 

1st: Gena Top Sky 
2nd: Quahna Mars 
3rd: Marcy Fiddler 
4th: Kristol Abel 

Golden Age Men 

1st: Terry Fiddler 
2nd: Charles Hindsley 
3rd: Joe Bointy 
4th: Ken Funmaker Jr. 

Golden Age Women 

1st: Dana Davenport 
2nd: Debbie Plain 
3rd: Becky Taylor 
4th: Faith Carmona Pego 

Platinum Age Men 

1st: Frank Eagle Speaker 
2nd: Raymond Cadotte 
3rd: Gary Medicine 
4th: Ted White Sr. 

Platinum Age Women 

1st: Elaine Medicine 
2nd: Patricia Eagleman 
3rd: Deborah Klein 
4th: Nelda Goodman 

Drum Contest 

1st: Crazy Spirit 
2nd: War Paint 
3rd: Rocky Boy 
4th: Storm Boys 
5th: Ice Elk 
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* $20 IN PREMIUM PLAY DAY OF SHOW • 1 5% OFF KIDS QUEST • FREE DESSERT/ 
APPETIZER WITH PURCHASE OF ENTREE AT SINIIKAUNG STEAK & CHOP HOUSE 
Visit SoaringEagleCasino.com for complete details. 



❖❖0 


Get your tickets at the Soaring Eagle box office, etix.com, or 


ENTERTAINMENT 

ROOM PACKAGE 

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS THEN CALL 
8 77. 2. EAGLE. 2 TO BOOK YOUR ESCAPE! 



$949 

First class room. Based on double occupancy. 


- $10 IN PREMIUM PLAY 

- $10 DRINK CREDIT PER PERSON 

- 24-HOUR PASS TO AURORA BUFFET 
PER PERSON (Sun-Thurs 11 AM-11 PM 
Fri-Sat 11 AM-1 2AM) 
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Summertime fun was had by all during the Niibing Program’s two-day 

visit to the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College 



MARY PE LCHE R 

SCTC Extension Coordinator 

On July 21-22, SCTC hosted its 
second annual Tribal College 
Experience. SCTC invited the 
Niibing Program on campus in 
order to give the elementary stu- 
dents a taste of college life and 
to get them acquainted with the 
SCTC faculty and staff 

On the first day of the SCTC 
college experience, students 
attended workshops on math, 
science, and black ash basketry. 

Leading the math work- 
shop was Mr. Loonsfoot, from 
Shepherd Elementary. He is a 
favorite among students and 
was present again this year 



SCTC STEM Club led the 
science workshop where 
students made “flubber.” 



Students made black ash 
baskets, taught by artist 
Kelly Church. 

to do math games and to play 
math kickball. 

The SCTC STEM Club 
stepped in and led the science 
workshop where students made 
“flubber.” The students really 
loved the gooey mess. 

Kelly Church, well-known 
black ash basket artist, was 
on hand to weave black ash 
baskets with the students. 
Church was excited for the 
students to handle the black 
ash splints used for weaving 
because she said “this tactile 
sensation helps activate their 
Anishnaabe blood memory for 
basket making.” 

All students were proud of 
their baskets and some stu- 
dents displayed a natural tal- 
ent for the splint weaving, 



Loonsfoot, Shepherd Elementary teacher, 
taught students math games. 



Niibing Program students pose in the 
Saginaw Covenant Hospital helicopter. 



Courtesy of SCTC 


Nevaeh Badger shares her thoughts on 
her favorite part of the SCTC experience. 



MMR Ambulance employees show 
students how to properly strap patients 
to a backboard. 


Michigan State Police Trooper Michael 
White informed the students on his role 
as a police officer. 


not surprising, as many of the 
Niibing students come from 
basket-making families. 

Safety was the focus during 
the second day. 

A helicopter from Saginaw 
Covenant Hospital landed on 
campus about 10:30 a.m. and 
stayed with the program dur- 
ing the morning to give the 
students a close-up look at 
their emergency vehicle. 

Covenant Health uses the heli- 
copter to help patients approxi- 
mately 10 times each week. 

Trooper White from the 
Mount Pleasant State Police 
Post stayed the whole day to 
talk about his job and formed a 
relationship with the students. 

White also led a workshop 
on bullying. 


The Tribal Fire Department 
was on hand to help the helicop- 
ter land. They also brought over 
their fire truck and students were 
able to climb through the vehicle, 
and even sit in the driver’s seat. 

Tribal Police were present 
with their Hummer vehicle, and 
brought police dog, Osco. 

Osco gave the students a 
demonstration of his excellent 
searching abilities. 

MMR ambulance service 
attended and gave demonstra- 
tions on how to they load patients 
on a back board and other emer- 
gency procedures. 

The Tribal librarian talked to 
students about Internet safety. 

Bear Raphael from Nimkee 
Fitness held a work-out boot 
camp for the students. 



The Saginaw Covenant 
Hospital takes off to head 
back to the clinic. 


At the end of the experience, 
Niibing students were asked to 
write down their favorite activity 
from the two days on campus. 

Many students could not pick 
just one activity, so their votes 
included two or three workshops. 

Miigwech to all presenters 
who shared their expertise with 
the Tribal youth. Together we 
are all one family. 



Students make the black ash baskets 
during a workshop. 


Math can also be solved in teamwork, as 
the Niibing Program students display. 





Phoebe assembles the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal College family tree. 


Osco, police dog for the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe, performs jumping skills. 




lift to yourself, your family, and your community. 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College is an accredited 
public community college that provides educational 
opportunities reflecting Anishnaabe values. 


SCTC 


confers associate degrees in: 
-Business 
-Liberal Arts 

Native American Studies 


Lowest tuition in the region 

Student-centered learning 

Small class sizes of 25 students or less 

Free Tutoring 

Financial Aid assistance 

Caring instructors, friendly campus 


USDA :i 


NIFA 


2274 Enterprise Drive Mount Pleasant, Ml 48858 

www.sagchip.edu 
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Two SCIT Members complete summer 
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Youth Police Academy 


N ATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

This year, two Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal youth participated in the Youth 
Services Unit’s 15th annual summer 
Youth Police Academy July 13-30 in 
Mount Pleasant, Mich. 

Isabella Benzinger, 11, and Aaron 
Graveratte Jr., 10, were two of the 29 
Isabella County youth participating in 
the three-week program. 



To be eligible for 
the academy, stu- 
dents must be enter- 
ing sixth through 
eighth grade in the 
fall. Students also 
needed to fill out 
an application and 
write an essay on 
why they were inter- 
ested in attending. 

“This is a free pro- 
gram that is designed 
to provide youth 
in our communi- 
ties the opportunity 
to gain insight into 
the everyday func- 
tions and training of the variety of law 
enforcement agencies and emergency 
services in our government,” said Jeff 
Browne, public information officer for 
Mount Pleasant police. 

Officers run the academy similar 
to a real policy academy, focusing on 
teamwork, integrity and discipline. 

“The academy is not a boot camp 
for troubled youth,” said Browne, who 
has been involved with the training 
for about eight years. “It is a program 
offered to students who have an inter- 
est in law enforcement.” 

Cadets were required to participate in 
daily physical training and agility testing. 

The curriculum included hands-on 
learning, and demonstrations from the 
SWAT Team, K-9 and DNR. 

Classroom topics involved crime 
scene investigations, traffic stops, 




v ' 


Campmeeting 



~ Every Tongue , Tribe , and Nation ~ 

Thursday, August 13 

• 2 p.m. service: Evangelist Mary Frost 

• 7 p.m. service: Pastor Chris Harjo, LIFE Church 

Friday, August 14 

• 2 p.m. service: Pastor Brent Rose, War Cry Ministries 

• 7 p.m. service: Apostle James L. Glenn, Center of Attraction Church 

Saturday, August 15 

• 2 p.m. service: Catherine Barnhill and OTM A 2/ Brent & Beth Rose, War Cry Ministries 

• 7 p.m. service: Pastor Chris Harjo, LIFE Church 

At the Housing/ Broadway Park Pavilion 

2451 Anish Na Be Anong Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

Worship by New Creations and Erika Martinez. 

Two services daily: 2 & 7 p.m. I Two meals served daily: 11.30 a. m. and 5 p. m. 

For More Information Contact: 

Mark Vasquez Jr. at 989.854.9690 or Fred Cantu Jr. at 989.948.4217 

Hotel Information: 

Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort I 1.877.7EAGLE7 

Soaring Eagle Waterpark & Hotel I 1.87 7. 2 EAGLE 2 

Camping Available at: Soaring Eagle Hideaway RV Park I 989.817.4800 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Graveratte, Benzinger and cadets watch on as 
Dave Sabuda, detective for the Mount Pleasant 
Police, instructed self-defense methods. 


marine patrol activities, tours, firearms 
safety and much more. 

July 20 contained Defensive Tactics 
training at the First Baptist Church on 
High Street. 

“At the training, the cadets learned 
the proper use of a baton, cuffing and 
practice ‘take down’ drills to show a 
small snippet of some training police 
officers are required to do,” Browne 
said. “Controlled, calculated tactics 
were taught as a way to minimize risk.” 

The cadets learned different strikes, 
the difference between using force and 
not using force, and proper handcuff- 
ing to preventing cutting off circula- 
tion, Browne said. 

The cadets participated in Fire 
Service Day on July 28 at the 
Department of Public Safety. 

Cadets learned the physical require- 
ments to be a fire person, how the 
equipment operates and how to control 
the hose. 

Browne said Benzinger and 
Graveratte did very well in the program. 

“Both of them have been very 
responsive to the program,” Browne 
said. “Both of them seem to enjoy it 
and are having fun. We’ve been very 
happy with both of them.” 

Benzinger said she sees this as a 
possible job when she is older. 

“I have learned to have responsibility 
and integrity, to be honest and not harm- 
ful,” Benzinger said. “The hardest part in 
the class was the physical agility test.” 

Graveratte said his favorite part was 
visiting the Isabella County jail. He got a 
chance to witness how inmates live and 
will never forget how they would stare 
and even “bark” at him during the tour. 

His future plans involve joining the 
Marines, becoming a police officer, 



and eventually becoming a detective. 

“It’s fun to watch the kids come 
in nervous on day one and at the end 
of the third week, the young men and 
women, who were individuals, are 
now a group,” Browne said. “Some 
were very meek and would hardly say 
two words. We teach public speaking 
- not being forceful - but having a 
presence... It’s nice to see them grow 
as an individual.” 

The cadets’ experience concluded 
with a July 30 graduation at the Mount 
Pleasant High School. 


“. . . behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb. - Revelations 7:9 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Isabella Benzinger (right) stands 
still so her partner can perform 
proper handcuffing. 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Fire Fighter Roger Fuller gives 
the cadets a fire truck tour 
during the July 28 Fire Service Day. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Aaron Graveratte Jr. practices 
using the fire hose during the 
youth police academy training. 



Send Them 
Back in 
Style! 


Go School Shopping with 
ICCU’s VISA Credit Card 
with ScoreCard Rewards ! 

Apply Today! 


iccu AA/v^ 

Isabella Community 
Credit Union 


New: Redeem your ScoreCard Reward points 
for ICCU products and services! Ask for details. 


989.773.5927 • ICCUonline.com 

2400 Isabella Rd • 102 E Broadway • 2100 E Remus, Mt Pleasant 
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Information you should 


AIMA N SHAHPU RWALA 

Water Resource Technician 

It is that time of year again. 
People are looking to cool 
down and relax by tubing 
down the Chippewa River. We 
all look forward to coasting 
down the Chippewa without a 
care, but wait, what is that sign 
over there? 

“WARNING, this public 
access is not safe for swim- 
ming, bacteria exceeds limits 
for safe swimming.” 

Well, now we have a choice 
to make. Should we continue 
on with our plans, ignoring the 
sign? Or turn around and wait 
for another day when the water 
is cleaner? 

More often than not, people 
ignore the sign and continue 
on with the plan to tube down 
the river. 

What are the real risks of 
going in the water? Why do 
we only see these signs on 
certain days? 

The warnings are about 
coliform bacteria, specifi- 
cally, Escherichia coli or 
E.coli. Coliform bacteria are 
found living in the intestines 
of people and animals. 

When E.coli is found 
in surface waters such as, 
streams, rivers, or lakes, it is 


most likely a result of animal 
or human waste being washed 
into the water. 

In Isabella County, primary 
sources of E.coli may be anti- 
quated septic systems that 
overflow or leak, livestock 
or pet waste, and manure 
spread on fields, all of these 
are washed away into surface 
waters when it rains. 

E.coli and other fecal coli- 
form bacteria can cause seri- 
ous illness. We measure E. coli 
as an indicator to of fecal con- 
tamination in surface water. 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe’s Water Quality 
Team uses a test approved 
by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality to look 
for E.coli in water samples. 
These samples are collected 
weekly. The results are distrib- 
uted to several agencies and 
Tribal departments. 

Two numbers are used to 
compare data, a daily average 
of 300 or a monthly, average 
of more than 130. 

Throughout the past month, 
if the E.coli levels exceeded 
130, meaning full body con- 
tact with water should be 
avoided. If the E.coli numbers 
reached more than 300 on our 
sampling day full body contact 



Tribal 


Community ' 


know about bacteria in the river 


should be avoided regardless 
of the past month’s data. 

Central Michigan District 
Health Department works in 
correlation with the Water 
Quality Team to post signs 
around the community warn- 
ing the public if the levels 
are too high, or the standards 
have been exceeded. The peo- 
ple most at risk are children, 
elderly, and people with weak- 
ened immune systems, and 
those who have been recently 
injured, have open sores or 
wounds should also avoid any 
contact with the water. 

E.coli levels on the 
Chippewa River and the north 
branch of the Chippewa River 
have continued to exceed stan- 
dards for several summers. 
Typically, levels will go up if 
it rains because it washes fecal 
matter on land into our area sur- 
face water because the rain that 
washes off agricultural land 
and urban surfaces, carry these 
bacteria with it, and then drain 
into the river, lakes, ponds, and 
other surface water. 

The Water Quality Team 
is investigating the cause of 
the high levels of E.coli in the 
Chippewa River. One project that 
the team is working on involves 
the use of highly-trained dogs 
that will sniff out human waste 
versus animal waste. 


Saginaw Valley State 
University will be doing a 
DNA extraction on samples 
that tested positive for human 
waste to verify the results. 

This will help us under- 
stand if the potential source 
of E.coli is coming from sep- 
tic systems that leech out and 
discharge into surface waters 
or if there is something else 
that is causing it. 


The Water Quality Team 
is also working with the 
CMDHD to create a map of all 
the septic systems in Isabella 
County to help locate potential 
sources of discharge. 

SCIT offers free septic inspec- 
tions for Tribal Members to help 
keep septic systems up to date. 

For more information on 
this, please contact the Planning 
Department at 989 - 775 - 4014 . 





STARTING AT 


• Overnight Stay in Standard Room 

• 4 Waterpark Passes 

• Complimentary Kids Meal 

- Children 13 & Under 

- One Meal Per child, Per Night's Stay 
(From our Kids Eat Free Menu) 


Available 7/6/1 5 - 9/30/1 5. Rate is not compable. Multiple rooms and nights may be reserved based on availability. Subject to blackout dates, special events and 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort concert dates. Management reserves the right to change, cancel or discontinue this offer at any time. 


Soaring Eagle 

PROPERTIES 


www.soaringeaglewaterpark.com 

5665 E. Pickard Rd. • Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858 
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On his anniversary night, Keith Urban gifts his fans with stellar show 



NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

It was the fans who received a gift 
for Keith Urban and wife Nicole 
Kidman’s ninth wedding anni- 
versary. Urban celebrated the day 
with one stellar sold-out June 25 
Soaring Eagle show. 

Fans were not only eager to 
watch Urban’s show, but to also 
wish him a happy anniversary. 
Signs throughout the venue con- 
gratulated him and Kidman. 


After his show, a sentimen- 
tal video was posted on social 
media from the two, thanking 
the fans for their best wishes. 

“You have no idea how touch- 
ing that is,” Urban said. “I mean 
literally, I was trying to hold tears 
back. It was so beautiful.” 

Urban said fans made the 
night “magical, celestial and 
so romantic.” 

“We should come back here 
every anniversary,” he said 
with a laugh. 

American country music duo 
Dan & Shay opened 
for Urban. In October 
2013, they released 
their debut single “19 
You + Me”. Their sec- 
ond single “Show You 
Off’ was released in 
May 2014. “ 

The duo per- 
formed many popular 
cover songs includ- 
ing Ed Sheeran’s 
“Thinking Out 
Loud”, Journey’s 
“Any Way You Want 
It”, Maroon 5’s 
“Moves Like Jagger”, 
and a medley of Def 
Leppard’s “Pour 
Some Sugar On Me” 
with Diamond Rio’s 
“Meet in the Middle”. 


With his gifted guitar skills 
and harmonious voice, Urban 
proved he’s no celebrity just for 
his looks alone. 

Urban began his set with 
“Long Hot Summer” (2010), 
followed by “Put You in a 
Song” (2010), “Somewhere in 
My Car” (2014) and Kidman 
made an appearance and 
stood on the side stage during 
“Without You” (2010). 

Urban showed he excels in 
showmanship. He shredded on 
his guitar during “Sweet Thing”, 
‘“Til Summer Comes Around” 
and “Raise ‘Em Up”. 

He played a full, two-hour 
set which involved some of 
his most well-known hits 
such as, “Cop Car”, “Making 
Memories of Us”, “Little Bit 
of Everything” and “Where 
the Blacktop Ends,” from his 
1999 self-titled American 
debut album. 

His latest single, “John 
Cougar, John Deere, John 3:16”, 
impressed the audience. 

The “You Look Good in My 
Shirt” performance led Urban 
to walk through the audience, 
and perform on a platform in 
the center of the venue. 

At the end of the song, he 
signed and gave away his gui- 
tar to one lucky fan. 


The ballad 

“Tonight I Wanna 
Cry” was performed 
with Dan & Shay. 

Urban shined his 
vocals and emotions 
during “Stupid Boy”. 

When scan- 

ning the audience 
and reading signs, 

Urban brought fan 
“Courtney” on stage 
when he read her 
sign: “Bet my dad 
money you’d bring 
me on stage.” 

Courtney sang 
“Kiss A Girl” with 
Urban, and when 
asked how much 
she bet her dad, 

Courtney responded 
with “20 bucks.” 

“Twenty bucks???” 

Urban said. “I think 
$100 is more like it.” 

In the midst of “Kiss A Girl”, 
Urban broke into a bluegrass ad- 
lib that impressed the locals: “I 
was bom in Saginaw. . . Dad was 
a hardworking Saginaw fisher- 
man. I loved a girl in Saginaw, 
Michigan; the daughter of a 
weather family. . . Her dad called 
me that son of a Saginaw fisher- 
man, not good enough to claim 
his daughter’s hand.” 


Urban takes his hands off his 
guitar and holds the micro- 
phone to sing his hit single 
“Put You in a Song”. 

When the lights dimmed 
and stage emptied, the crowd 
wanted more. 

Urban entered the stage once 
more and said, “You’re still here. I 
love ya for that. It’s been magical 
out here tonight. I want to thank 
everyone at the casino and every- 
one that drove here tonight.” 

An energetic “Somebody 
Like You” performance served 
as the encore. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Dan Smyers and Shay Mooney, of 
country duo Dan & Shay, opened for 
Urban during the sold-out June 25 
Soaring Eagle show. 


July Fourth holiday brings in SECR Dirts, Spurs and Thrills event 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Two cars collide during the USA 
Demolition Derby Inc. July 1 show. 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

For the July Fourth holiday week- 
end, the Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort kept the events rolling. 
The Dirts, Spurs, and Thrills 
events occurred July 1-5 in the 
outdoor hill area. 

Throughout the week, 
Carnival by Playworld 
Amusements hosted the most 
popular rides featuring: Bumper 
cars, cliffhanger, himalaya, tilt- 
a-whirl, sizzler, rainbow rock, 
and rides for small children. 

SCIT Tribal Members and 
employees received a carnival 
day, free of charge, on July 5th 
from noon to 7 p.m. 

The Demolition Derby by 
the USA Demolition Derby 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

The Dirt Crew monster 
truck provides thrills 
going over the top. 

Inc. took place Wednesday, 
July 1 at 7:30 p.m. 

The mostly Michigan-made 
automobiles and figure eight 


drivers had to present speed, 
concentration and clever timing 
for the many twists and jumps 
on the track. 

Engines could be heard from 
miles away during the July 2nd 
Monster Truck Madness 6. 

The event delivered unique 
motorsport events using top-of- 
the-line talent with the finest, 
most fan-friendly and acces- 
sible monster truck super- 
stars including Avenger — Jim 
Koehler, Over Bored — Jamey 
Gamer, Barbarian — Devin 
Jones, Cmshstation — Greg 
Winchenbach, Wrecking Crew — 
Steve Koehler, Xtermigator — JR 
McNeal, Brutus — Brad Allen, 
Ice Cream Man — Roy Pridgeon, 
Rage — Cory Rummell and Quad 
Choas — Aaron Cain. 


Sand drags and 
monster truck rides, 
monster truck tricks 
and backflips ensued. 

July 3-4 brought 
on the Super Kicker 
Rodeo - the 2015 
Walk With Me 
Summer Tour. 

The best regional 
and local men and 
women rodeo athletes 
competed in bull riding, bareback 
riding, saddle bronc riding, girls 
barrel racing, team roping header 
and team roping heeler. 

Robyn Grinzinger, Nimkee 
public health educator, attended 
the rodeo Friday night. 

“I had a great time,” 
Grinzinger said. “Back in the 
day, I actually trained to be a 


barrel bender. When I was little, 
my dad used to raise and break 
horses, so I have been around 
them all my life. So, it is always 
fun going to see the horses.” 

Tim McCullough, SECR 
guest service performance devel- 
opment specialist, said the entire 
weekend was very special this 
year and a huge success. 


FAI^H 





Faiih Community Church t poriior* 

ALL OUT 


06l3l?-4pU 
Sett ball 
liland Park 

m* 1 6-8PM 

mtm 


summer 

sports 



06 ■ 6 9fM 

3 Slims 

CMU Isreis Courts 

flft 21 1 R-ZPM 
YtilleqtuM 
Ftt 


(HhlG-BftJ 
Jttckball g Cold Emits 
Island Park 

(EQlle-BFU 
Btfwln )£ 
fluTOwtiOd 


onshoiu i?*m 

Easkelball 
Island Pack, 

m ft 

NX'S 3111 Aflflu*l 
3K Pyn Walk 
Eland fart 


Aggressively Defending Your Rights... 

DWIGHT R. CARPENTER 

ATTORNEY 

Criminal Defense Only • Statewide 

Criminal Defense - All Courts 

Tribal Court - Defense 

Statewide Referrals for Civil Law Suits 

Over L500 Licenses Restored! 

FREE CONSULTATION 

■ Notary and Power of Attorney Services available 

Bl-weekly per cap assignments can be done in my office 

We have more Native American clients than any other 
attorney in the area because we care!! 

We now accept credit cards. 


989 - 386-4114 

2339 E. [aldington Dr, * Clare 
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metal onslaught in third Soaring 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Avenged Sevenfold lead singer and 
front man M. Shadows speaks to the 
crowd pressing the barrier. 


Eagle appearance 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Guitar shredder and Golden God guitar 
winner Synyster Gates swings his ax to 
the delight of the metal heads. 


A7X delivers 

J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Pulse-pounding bass dueled 
with power guitar riffs as the 
Huntington Beach bad boys 
Avenged Sevenfold (often abbre- 
viated as A7X) delivered a metal 
onslaught in their third appear- 
ance at Soaring Eagle with open- 
ing band Breaking Benjamin. 

Former A7X members Matt 
Wendt, Justin Sane, Dameon 
Ash and the iconic James “The 
Rev” Sullivan have given way to 
reincarnation of the “Bat Wings” 
that now feature lead vocalist 
M. Shadows, rhythm guitar- 
ist and backing vocalist Zacky 
Vengeance, lead guitarist and 
backing vocalist Synyster Gates, 
bass guitarist Johnny Christ and 
drummer Arin Ilejay. 

Since their 1999 debut release 
“Sounding the Seventh Trumpet,” 
A7X has demonstrated impres- 
sive rock resilience throughout 


the years and have released six 
studio albums, one live album/ 
compilation/DVD, and 18 singles 
and have sold more than three 
million albums in the U.S. 

Their musical range from a 
pure metal core act has evolved 
into a heavy metal sound fused 
with a hard rock edge. 

A7X is internationally known 
for their diverse rock sound and 
dramatic imagery in album cov- 
ers, and they certainly bring that 
excitement when the lights go 
down with their trademark red 
bat wings logo supplemented 
with flames bursting from the 
back of the stage. 

As front man M. Shadows 
sauntered to center stage, his 
bat-mates emerged with sup- 
porting pyrotechnics as they 
launched into “Shepherd of 
Fire” from their fifth studio 
release “Hail to the King”. 

As A7X continued into their 
second hit, “Critical Acclaim” 
from their self- 
titled album, the 
crowd was stand- 
ing throughout 
the venue and the 
metal fan frenzy 
was right up to the 
front row barriers. 

A7X also gave a 
touching tribute tri- 
fecta in memory of 
“The Rev” as they 
powered their way 
through “Buried 
Alive”, “Nightmare” 
and “So Far Away”. 

Pouring on 
another power trio 
of metal standards, 


A7X played “Gunslinger”, 
“Almost Easy” and “Bat 
Country”. 

With A7X encores of “Unholy 
Confessions”, “Acid Rain” and 
the metal-inspired Broadway 
tribute to symphonic rock “A 
Little Piece of Heaven”, the only 
duty left was to find what other 
music lovers thought of the sights 
and sounds of the beautiful sum- 
mer evening. 

Courtney Nelson from 
Shepherd, Mich, was impressed 
with the show. 

“This is my fifth concert at 
Soaring Eagle so I was expect- 
ing it was going to be another 
great concert,” Nelson said. “I 
haven’t seen either of the bands 
live before, but they are two of 
my favorite bands and Eve been 
looking forward to seeing them 
perform for a long time. The 
shows were absolutely amazing! 
I would go to both shows again in 
a heartbeat, it was a great time!” 

Grand Blanc native Samantha 
Maynard knew it was going to be 


worth the drive to 
central Michigan. 

“I have seen 
Sevenfold three 
other times, but this was my first 
time seeing them at the Eagle, 
and this was by far the best show 
of A7X I have been to,” Maynard 
said. “The set list was amazing 
and not like any other. I look 
forward to seeing them again at 
the Eagle along with Breaking 
Benjamin who did an awesome 
job, too!” 

Music fans Kristen Hesser and 
Will Barker from Bradley, Mich, 
have rocked out at Soaring Eagle 
numerous times and love the 
summer outdoor concert venue. 

“My uncle is employed at 
Soaring Eagle and was gra- 
cious at giving us this oppor- 
tunity to see these guys live 
and attend the backstage meet 
and greet,” Hesser said. “It was 
our first time seeing a Breaking 
Benjamin and Avenged 
Sevenfold concert live. They 
put on one of the best shows 


I’ve ever seen and we both had 
such a good time.” 

Jessica Gelvin appreciates 
high-quality rock acts and thought 
it was awesome that A7X is play- 
ing only three shows this year 
while working on their new stu- 
dio album and they chose Soaring 
Eagle as one of them. 

“Avenged has been one of 
my favorite rock bands for years 
now,” Gelvin said. “They just 
got off their Asia tour (Indonesia, 
Japan and Hong Kong) and were 
nice enough to add us to their very 
small docket in the States. They 
literally only did three shows in 
the U.S. and we were one of them 
(back to back with Wisconsin’s 
Rock Fest). I saw them here back 
in 2011, again in 2013 and now 
in 2015 and they packed sold-out 
shows every time... Here’s hop- 
ing we bring them back again for 
their fourth show at the Eagle!” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Lead singer and guitar Benjamin 
Burley of breaks out some licks. 


The confident Rod Stewart may just remain “forever young” 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

The energetic performer Rod 
Stewart dances along to his 
“Having a Party” performance. 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

At 70 years old, Rod Stewart can 
still rock. He’s still got plenty of 
moves, and he’s still confident 
enough to show them off. 

Runaway Saints and John 
Waite opened for Stewart 
during the Sunday, July 19 
Soaring Eagle show. 

The upcoming Nashville- 
based band Runaway Saints 
successfully warmed up the 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


John Waite energized the 
crowd with his impressive 
July 19 show. 


crowd with their upbeat, rug- 
ged style. Their entertaining, 
professional and energetic per- 
formance felt as if the band 
had been experts in the music 
industry for years. 

English musician John Waite 
was the lead vocalist for groups 
The Babys and Bad English. 

Waite performed The Babys’ 
songs “Back on my Feet Again”, 
“Every Time I Think Of You 
and “Head First”, and the Bad 
English hit “Best of What I Got”. 

As a solo artist, his big- 
gest hit was the 1984 single 
“Missing You”. The song 
peaked at number one on the 
Billboard Hot 100. 

Waite also performed cov- 
ers of Vince Gill’s “Whenever 
You Come Around” and ended 
his set with Led Zeppelin’s 
“Whole Lotta Love”. 

The legendary raspy-voiced 
singer Rod Stewart appeared 
on stage with a classy white suit 
jacket and shirt, black pants and 
a black and white tie. 

Backed by a dozen musi- 
cians and three female back- 
up singers, Stewart offered a 
beaming grin and waved to his 
broad audience. 

Stewart got the party started 
with “Infatuation”, “Having a 


Party” (Sam Cooke cover), and 
“It’s a Heartache”. 

“We’ve got 90 minutes 
here... maybe more,” he said to 
his screaming fans. 

Before performing “Can’t 
Stop Me Now”, Stewart said the 
song is “about when I was trying 
to break into show business. I got 


turned down a lot 
because of my nose, 
hair and clothes. 
I guess I showed 
them, didn’t I?” 

“Rhythm of My 
Heart” was dedi- 
cated to soldiers 
currently serving 
their country. 

“We wouldn’t 
be here tonight 
enj oying ourselves 
if it weren’t for 
them, now would 
we?” Stewart said. 

That perfor- 
mance included 
videos of wounded 
warriors, solos from 
the back-up singers, 
and a perfectly har- 
monized ending. 

“Forever Young” 
included instru- 
mental cowbell and 
drum solos, during 
which Stewart left the stage, re- 
appearing in a metallic gold suit 
to finish the song. 

An exceptional harp solo 
began “First Cut Is The 
Deepest”, with “Some Guys 
Have All The Fun”, “Ooh La 
La”, and “Have I Told You 
Lately” following. 


“We’re going to do some rock 
‘n’ roll stuff now,” Stewart said 
about “Sweet Little Rock and 
Roller” and “Proud Mary”, dur- 
ing which he stepped off stage 
and let a backing vocalist shine. 

Stewart recognized and 
thanked Waite, and he consid- 
ered him to be “one of the best 
rock ‘n’ rollers of all time.” 

“John Waite was absolutely 
magnificent tonight,” he said. 

Stewart performed “You’re 
In My Heart”, showed funny 
video clips on the large screens, 
and kicked/threw out personally 
autographed soccer balls during 
spirited The Faces’ song “Stay 
With Me”. 

“Maggie May”, written and 
recorded by Stewart in 1971, 
was performed. In 2004, Rolling 
Stone magazine ranked the song 
at number 131 of their “The 500 
Greatest Songs of All Time” list. 

With his confidence level 
similar to a self-assured 
20-something-year-old, Stewart 
performed his lively encore, “Do 
Ya Think I’m Sexy?” as he boo- 
gied around on his slender legs. 

Following the encore, the 
audience didn’t budge, wanting 
more. Stewart proved the saying 
“time flies when you’re having 
fun” to be true. 
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Ode to summer produce: Fun facts about warm weather vegetables 


(Editor s note: The follow- 
ing article was written by Lisa 
Surriano, and reprinted with 
permission by Veggiecation. 
Sally Van Cise, nutritionist of 
Public Health Services , submit- 
ted the article.) 

Summer is the best if you can 
stand the heat, but you know what 
they say, “if you can’t handle the 
heat, get out of the kitchen!” 

While we won’t throw you 
out of our kitchen, we will try 
and persuade you into appreci- 
ating at least one aspect of sum- 
mer - the food! 

From summer produce to the 
specific act of summer time cook- 
ing, or BBQs, this is the season 
for delicious food and fun times 
eating in the sun. So grab some 
sunscreen and enjoy! 

First things first, let’s talk 
about some summer favorites. 
Here are some fun facts about 
warm weather veggies: 


Beets: We love this veggie 
because it keeps you on your 
toes! Can you believe that beets 
are a summer vegetable? Neither 
could we. . . at first. But we soon 
learned that even though this 
veggie is usually considered a 
winter veggie, it peaks during the 
summer! 

Cucumbers: Cucumbers 

have a very real and much needed 
power to lower the temperature of 
your body. Be cool as a cucumber 
this summer by enjoying more 
cukes! 

Bell Peppers: All peppers 
start off as green! The different 
colors of the peppers represent 
the stage at which the pepper was 
picked. Green peppers are the first 
to get picked and therefore the 
least mature, then comes yellow, 
orange, and finally, red, which is a 
fully ripe bell pepper. The scale of 
sweetness works in the same way 
with green peppers being the least 
and red peppers being the most. 


Tomatos: When debating 
whether a tomato is a fruit or a 
vegetable, most people use the 
argument that tomatoes have 
seeds and anything with seeds is 
technically a fruit. This is true, 
however, an 1893 U.S. Supreme 
Court case ruled that tomatoes are 
legally considered vegetables. 

Zucchini: The world record 
for the largest zucchini ever is 
69.5 inches long, clocking in 
at 65 pounds. But don’t worry, 
you’re not missing out because 
small-medium-sized zucchinis 
have the most flavor. 

Side note: The blossoms on 
the zucchini plant are edible so 
don’t let the beautiful flowers go 
to waste. 

We’ll be the first to admit, 
we’re a little biased. There is also 
a ton of summer-friendly fruit, 
but we really do love our veggies. 

As far as summer-specific rec- 
ipes, here is an idea that will add 
some color to your BBQ. 


Sunshine Salad 

Yield: 6-8 Servings 

Ingredients: 

• 1 can of com 

• 4 Radishes, trimmed and diced 

• 1/2 medium Cucumber, diced 

• 1 small-medium Jicama, peeled 
and diced 

• 2 cups of shelled Edamame 

• 1/2 medium Red Onion, diced 

• 4 tbsp Extra Virgin Olive Oil 

• 3 tbsp Apple Cider Vinegar 

• 1/4 tsp Tumeric 

• 1/4 tsp Garlic Powder 

• 1/2 tsp Mustard Seed (optional) 

• Salt and Pepper to taste 

Instructions: 



Tools & Equipment 

• Colander 

• Cutting Board 

• Knife 

• Mixing Bowls 

• Whisk 

• Measuring Cups and Spoons 


1. Add all diced veggies into a large mixing bowl. 

2. Whisk the olive oil, vinegar, turmeric, garlic powder, mustard 
seed, salt, and pepper in another mixing bowl. 

3. Pour the dressing onto the salad and toss. 

4. Enjoy as a side or on top of greens and grain! 


Endometriosis is real and 


(Editors note: The following 
article is provided by Health-e 
headlinesTM Consumer 

Health News Service and sub- 
mitted by Jenna Wilcox , RN, 
BSN; womens health coordi- 
nator for Nimkee.) 

Endometriosis is difficult to diag- 
nose, with women often being 
told for years that they are experi- 
encing their “normal period.” 

According to the 
Endometriosis Foundation of 
America, the condition affects 
one in 10 women. 


Endometriosis is a disease of 
the female reproductive system 
where the glands that normally 
grow inside the uterus are also 
implanted on the outside, caus- 
ing severe abdominal pain dur- 
ing menstruation. In some cases, 
it is found on other organs in the 
abdominal cavity such as the 
ovaries, bladder and bowel. 

Symptoms and their timing 
vary from patient to patient, but 
debilitating periods that cause 
missed work or school and that 
require pain medication may 
indicate endometriosis. 


Additional symptoms can 
include pain during intercourse, 
painful bowel movements or 
urination during menstruation, 
excessive bleeding, fatigue, and 
infertility, according to Dr. Gerald 
Harkins, gynecological surgeon 
at Penn State Medical Center. 

While there are a few theo- 
ries as to what may trigger 
endometriosis, the actual causes 
are not known. There’s also 
no indicator that explains why 
some women develop it and 
others do not. Endometriosis is 
also difficult to diagnose. 


Staying motivated with your walking program 


JUDY DAVIS 

4x4 Grant Coordinator 

Starting a walking program takes 
initiative, sticking with it takes 
commitment. To help you to stay 
motivated, the Mayo Clinic rec- 
ommends the following: 

• Set yourself up for suc- 
cess. Start with a simple goal, 
such as taking a 10-minute 
walk during your lunch break. 
When your 10 -minute walk 
becomes a habit, set a new 
goal, such as walking for 20 
minutes after work or later 
in the day. Soon you will 


be reaching goals that once 
seemed impossible! 

• Make walking enjoyable. 
If you don’t enjoy solitary 
walks, ask a friend or neighbor 
to join you. This is also a great 
incentive to keep going as you 
don’t want to disappoint your 
walking partner. 

• Vary your routine. If you 
walk outdoors, plan several dif- 
ferent routes for variety. If you 
are walking alone, be sure to 
tell someone which route you 
are taking. 

• Take missed days in 
stride. If you find yourself 


skipping your daily walks, 
don’t give up. Remind your- 
self how good you feel when 
you include physical activity 
in your daily routine - and then 
get back on track. 

Once you take that first step, 
you are on the way to an impor- 
tant destination - better health! 

And Remember on nasty 
days, you can always walk on 
the treadmill in the Nimkee 
Fitness Center or at Morey 
Courts provided by the 4x4 
Grant. Just ask for the Tribal 
sign-in sheet at the reception 
desk. Happy walking! 


Nimkee Fitness Center Group Exercise Schedule August 2015 


Time 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

8 a.m. 

Aqua Fit 
Sharon 


Aqua Fit 
Sharon 


Aqua Fit 
Sharon 

12:10 p.m. 

Women Weight 
Training 

Jayme 

Suspension 

Training 

Jayme 

Warrior 

Wednesday 

Jaden 

Women Weight 
Training 

Jayme 


1:10 p.m. 



Turbo Kick 

Beth 


Turbo Kick 

Beth 

5:10 p.m. 

Fat Blast 

Jayme 





5:30 p.m. 



Belly Dance 
Deanna 




difficult to diagnose 


Because of this, many 
women are not diagnosed for 
six to 10 years after they’ve 
initiated a conversation with 
their primary care doctor. 

There is no cure, but endo- 
metriosis is manageable with 
treatment that can provide a 
good quality of life. 


Remember that having your 
yearly women’s health screen- 
ing is recommended by your pri- 
mary health care team. 

To schedule with your pri- 
mary care provider at Nimkee 
Memorial Wellness Center, 
please contact Jenna at 989-775- 
4604 or your primary care nurse. 


Saganing Health Fair is blown 
away with flight care visit 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

There was plenty of information to be had at the annual 
Saganing Health Fair, most of it was at information 
booths and giveaways. 

The St. Mary’s of Michigan Flight Care helicopter 
circled the appreciative crowd and everything was fine 
before it came in for a landing. 

“The helicopter came a little too close for comfort as 
it hovered in for a landing,” Saganing Outreach Center 
Supervisor Don Nelson said. “The theme of this year’s 
health fair was ‘Catch a Wave’ and I guess the wave that 
was caught was all air instead of water. Thank goodness 
nobody was hurt, but there will be some Tribal depart- 
ments and other community health care providers request- 
ing new canopies in their next fiscal year budgets!” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 









INAUGURAL SAGINAW CHIPPEWA TRIBE'S 
NATIONAL INVITATIONAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 

• AUG. 22 - 23, 2015 I MT. PLEASANT, MICHIGAN • 





WaaboozRun 

Golf Course 




pOHL(7\T 


TOTAL MINIMUM PRIZE POOL: $20,440 TOTAL MAXIMUM PRIZE POOL: $60,890 

Sponsorship opportunities ovoiloble. Please contact Tanya Bardy: tbardy@sagchip.org I 989.775.0073 





SAT., AUG. 22 & SUN., AUG. 23 
Waabooz Run Golf Course & The Pohlcat Golf Course 
TEE TIME I 9AM at both courses • ENTRY FEE I $600 per team 


Guests must register as 3-person teams for The Players Tournament. 


«o» 


FRI. 


• SENIORS 3-MAN SCRAMBLE • 

For players 50 years and older. 

, AUG. 21 Waabooz Run Golf Course 
TEE TIME I 9AM • 1 8 Holes 

ENTRY FEES 

$ 1 00/Person $300/Threesome 
Two flights payout based on entries. 


• WOMEN'S • 
3-PLAYER SCRAMBLE 

FRI., AUG. 21 I The Pohlcat Golf Course 
TEE TIME I 9AM • 1 8 Holes 

ENTRY FEES 

$ 100/Person $300/Threesome 
Two flights payout based on entries. 


• SKINS GAME • 

FRI., AUG. 21 Waabooz Run Golf Course 
& The Pohlcat Golf Course 
TEE TIME I 6PM • 1 8 Holes 

ENTRY FEES 

$10 + Green Fees/Person 
$30 + Green Fees/Threesome 
Must be registered for The Players 
Tournament to participate. 






Call 1 .877. 2. EAGLE. 2 to reserve your space today. All teams must have at least 1 Native American member. 
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Protecting your deceased loved ones from identity theft 


JULIE PEGO 

Case Manager 


(Editor s note: The following 
information has been taken from 
AARP Bulletin , March 6, 2013, 
and http://www. idtheftcenter. org/ 
Fact-Sheets/fs-11 7.html This arti- 
cle was submitted by Andahwod 
Case Manager Julie Pego.) 

Each year, more than 2.5 mil- 
lion deceased American iden- 
tities are used to open credit 
card accounts, apply for loans 
and get cellphones or other ser- 
vices, according to the fraud 
prevention firm ID Analytics. 

Many are deliberately tar- 
geted, while others are by 
chance. This is called “ghosting” 
and because it takes six months 
for financial institutions, credit- 
reporting agencies, and the 
Social Security Administration 
to receive and register death 
records these thieves have time 
to wreak financial havoc in the 
deceased person’s name. 

These thieves troll obituar- 
ies and once they get a name and 
birthdate, they can look up the 
address on the internet to com- 
plete the information needed 


to purchase the persons Social 
Security Number on the internet. 

In 2011, thieves collected 
5.2 billion dollars in income 
tax refunds, by filing fraudulent 
income tax claims. 

Take the following steps to 
prevent your deceased family 
member from identity theft: 

• In obituaries, list the age 
but don’t include the birthdate, 
mother’s maiden name or other 
personal identifiers. 

• Obtain at least 12 original 
copies of the death certificate. 

• Report the death to the Social 
Security by calling 800-772-1213. 

• Contact the department of 
motor vehicles to cancel the 
deceased person’s driver’s license. 

• Notify the Veterans Affairs if 
the deceased was a veteran. 

• Notify any professional 
licensing agencies, if appli- 
cable, bar associations, medi- 
cal licenses, cosmetician, etc... 
or any membership programs- 
video rental, public library, fit- 
ness club, etc. 

• Check the deceased person’s 
credit report a few weeks after 
notifying businesses of cancella- 
tions at annualcreditreport.com. 


Do this again about six months 
later to make sure there is no sus- 
picious activity. 

• Keep copies of all cor- 
respondences sent out noting 
date sent and any responses 
that you receive. 

• Ask to be notified if a 
credit application comes 
through in the deceased loved 
ones name, only the spouse or 
executor of the estate will be 
able to get this information. 

Certified mail should be 
used to send out copies of 


(Editors note: The following 
article is from Central Michigan 
District Health Department, 
which serves the counties of 
Arenac, Clare, Gladwin, Isabella, 
Osceola and Roscommon. Visit its 
website at www.cmdhd.org, LIKE 
Central Michigan District Health 
Department on Facebook and 
follow on Twitter @CMiDHD.) 

Summertime is a great time 
for enjoying the beautiful out- 
doors in Michigan. However, 
outdoor activities may increase 
your exposure to ticks that 
cause Lyme disease, especially 
in areas of the state that have a 
higher tick population. 

The best advice is to not avoid 
outdoor activities, but rather learn 
how to reduce your risk for expo- 
sure to the black legged tick, for- 
merly known as the deer tick. 

The black legged tick has 
been found in much of the 
western Lower Peninsula of 
Michigan and in the western 
Upper Peninsula. It’s normally 
found in wooded and grassy 
areas, sandy soils, and on a vari- 
ety of small mammals and deer. 

The tick has been identified 
to transmit Lyme disease, and 

Andahwod 

JULIE PEGO 

Case Manager 

Elders, are you tired of manag- 
ing the upkeep of your home, 
getting someone to mow the 
grass in the summer, plow your 
driveway in the winter, doing 
repairs around the house, mak- 
ing sure the garbage gets out at 
the designated time for pick up? 

These are some of the main- 
tenance tasks that keep a house 
in good condition. 


death certificates to each credit 
reporting bureau, Equifax, 
Experian, and TransUnion. 

• Ask them to place a deceased 
alert on the credit report. 

• Mail death certificates to 
banks, insurers, brokerages, 
credit card and mortgage com- 
panies, where the deceased per- 
son had accounts. 

• If you close the account make 
sure the institution lists “Closed: 
Account Holder is deceased” as 
the reason for the closure. 

• If it is a joint account remove 
the deceased person’s name. 


This letter is called the Deceased 
Affidavit of fact and should have: 
Name and social security number 
of deceased, last known address, 
last five years of addresses, date 
of birth and date of death. 

Go to ’’Identity Theft 
Resource Center” for more tips 
on protecting your deceased 
loved ones identity, and also find 
information on what to do if your 
deceased loved one does become 
a victim of Identity theft, avail- 
able at www.idtheftcenter.org/ 
Fact-Sheets/fs-11 7.html 



AUGUST 2015 

Tribal Elder Birthdays 

1 

Eric Zocher, Mary Cargill 

16 

Lorretta Smith, 

2 

Victoria Fisher 


William Thibult 


17 

Larry Post 

3 

Carl Benz, Gary Harris, 

Laurie Newton 


18 

Andrea Gonzales, Brenda 

4 

Kenneth Douglas, Matthew 
Pamp, Alton Smith, Joseph 
Anderson, Danny Russell, 
Toni Swalley 


Nolan, Susan Leksche 


19 

Alice Moore-Barton, 

Ralph Ambs, Diane 

Garrett, Mark Mitchell, 

5 

Brenda McMillin, 

Rosalie Stevens 


Charles Sharon, Vicki 

Steffen, Benjamin Willis 

Sr., David Zocher 


Kevin Bird, Marcella 

Hadden, Ricky Snyder 


6 

20 

Kimberly Crandall 


21 

James Peters 

7 

Juan Carranza, Mike Floyd 


Sr., David Otto, Veronica 

Bos, Victoria Carini, 

Dawn Jackson 

22 

Jacqueline Daniels, 

Michael Abraham, Ronald 
Collins Sr., Lynn Stewart 

8 

Pamela Floyd 

23 

Brenda Davis, Roger 

9 

Sandra Stevens, Rosalie 
Bloom, Michael Hart, 

Cecelia Wieland 


Jackson, Maynard 

Kahgegab Sr., 

Gloria Narvais, Lisa 
Gregurek-Clemens 

10 

Renee Deman 


24 

Paula Alexander, Louis 
Leksche, Terri Maki 

11 

Phillip Mena, Dorothy 
Shawano, Theresa White, 
Debra DeFrens, Diane 

Jones, Laura Kellogg, 


25 

Michael Bennett, 

Bryan Shuler 


Leonard Pontiac 

26 

Rachel Mandoka, Neuel 

1 2 Michelle Bartow, Rosalie 


Denman 


Maloney, Madonna Sanders, 
Ronald Nelson, Edward 

Cross, Margaret Jackson, 
Kenneth Kendall, 

Beverly Morse 

27 

Colleen Wagner, Wanda 

Ellis, Michael Schramm, 
Aloma Underwood 


28 

Mary E. Jackson, Gregory 
Dean, Donna Hunt 

1 3 M ark B a i 1 ev T am es Fal con . 



Ida Ziehmer, Carol Brame, 

29 

Anita Shawboose 


John Henry, 

Dolly Halzhausen 

30 

Thomas Bonnau, 

Luanna Finney, 

Constance Pashenee 

14 Todd Darby 


1 6 Marilyn Bailey, Brian 

Quigno, Sharmaine Brooks, 

31 

Jamey Garlick, Sharon 

Skutt, Marc Williams 


Reducing your risk of contracting Lyme Disease 





Beading 

Language Bingo 

"~0 

O 

(0 

c 

Tuesdays at 5 p.m. 

Euchre 

August 6 at 1 p.m. 

Jewelry with Kay 

£ 

a> 

> 

Tuesdays at 6 p.m. 

August 4 at 1 p.m. 

c 

J 

Margy and Therapy Dogs 

Elders Breakfast 


•*-< 

(/) 

Wednesdays at 1 p.m. 

August 12 & 26 at 9 a.m. 

~~o 

3 

o> 

Knitting 

Bingo with Friends Trip to Saganing 

C 

3 

-4* 

August 14, 21, 28 at 1 p.m. 

August 1 8 at 9 a.m. 

< 



Movie Night 

Birthday Bingo 




Friday evenings 

August 29 at 12 p.m. 





** Activities and events are subject to change. 


2. Keep ticks off your skin - 
wear light-colored clothing so 
ticks are easily seen. 

3. Wear closed-toe shoes, long 
pants, and long-sleeved shirt. 

4. Check clothes and any 
exposed skin frequently for ticks. 

5. Check clothes for ticks 
before going indoors. 

6. Use Environmental 
Protection Agency approved 
repellents registered for ticks 
that include products contain- 
ing DEET, picaridin, and oil of 
lemon eucalyptus. 


Don’t forget your pets, too! 
Animals may become sick 
with the same tick-borne dis- 
eases that affect people. 

Tickborne disease preven- 
tion includes early identifi- 
cation of attached ticks. Run 
your hands over your animal’s 
body checking for lumps, 
carefully checking around the 
ears, chest, belly, legs and feet, 
and tail. 

Tick prevention products, 
and a Lyme disease vaccination 
are available for pets. Check 
with your veterinarian to see 
which tick prevention options 
are the best for your pets. 

you covered 


several other tickborne dis- 
eases, to humans. 

Lyme disease is transmitted to 
humans by the bite of an infected 
tick. The tick must be attached to 
its host for 24-48 hours for the 
bacteria (Borrelia burgdorferi) to 
be transmitted. 

Symptoms of early Lyme dis- 
ease include: chills, fever, head- 
aches, muscle and joint pain. A 
characteristic skin rash may be 
present in about 75 percent of 
cases. Lyme disease, and other 
tick-borne diseases, is treated 
by antibiotics. 

Important factors in pre- 
venting Lyme disease includes: 

1 . Knowing where ticks can be 
encountered. 

2. Preventing tick bites. 

3. Removing ticks promptly if 
they do bite. 

4. Seeking prompt medical 
care if illness occurs following a 
tick bite. 

Specific prevention tips for 
Lyme disease include: 

1. Avoiding areas with lots 
of ticks - try to stay on well- 
groomed trails and avoid areas 
with overgrown grass and brush. 

has got 


Would you like to be closer to 
the Reservation? Would you like 
to be closer to Nimkee for health 
care needs? 

Do you hate being shut in dur- 
ing bad winter weather? Are there 
times at home when you’re afraid 
to be alone? Would you like to be 
closer to the casino and the enter- 
tainment that it has to offer? 

Consider Andahwod 

Continuing Care Community. 
At Andahwod, you won’t have 
the upkeep of a lawn, or lugging 


a big trash can to the curb, you 
will be closer to Nimkee, and 
Tribal activities. 

Andahwod has a library, com- 
puter room, activities room, con- 
gregate living room with a TV, 
a workout room with a sauna, a 
pool table, a baby grand piano 
and a bird aviary. 

The caring staff will give you 
as much assistance as you need, 
but will encourage your indepen- 
dence. We’ve got you covered; 
come on in and enjoy the fun. 



HOURLY DRAWINGS EVERY TUESDAY 
6PM-9PM 


GRAND PRIZE DRAWN 
AUGUST 25 I 1 OPM 




.Pleasant, Ml 1.877.2.EAGLE.2 SoaringEagleCasino.com ^ 0 


WIN YOUR SHARE OF 

$ 1,000,000 

IN PREMIUM PLAY! 


SATURDAYS & MONDAYS 

10AM-10PM I NOW-SEPTEMBER 
DRAWINGS EVERY HALF-HOUR! 


MAKE IT THE BEST SUMMER EVER! 

Every Saturday and Monday, from 10AM to 10PM, 
4 lucky winners every half-hour will win $500 in 
Premium Play. Have your day in the sun and win! 


BAG THE ULTIMATE 


This August, set up camp at Saganing Eagles 
Landing Casino. We're giving away over $31,000 
in cash. Premium Play, Eagle Valley Outfitters gift 
cards and bonus entries for our grand prize: a 
$5,000 travel voucher, a $7,500 voucher for a 
four-wheeler, a $1,000 Eagle Valley Outfitters gift 
card and $1,000 cash! 


Saganing 

Eagles Jjmding 
Casino’ 3 

Standish, Ml > 1.888.7.EAGLE.7 •Saganing-EaglesLanding.com ^ 0 


^Soaring Eaglt 

MM 

■JLJ 


)J SUNDAY, AUGUST 23 1 :30PM SESSION 

Win an overnight stay at 

Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort or free bingo play! 


all Month 

LONG! ™ 


nr/so a 




$30 bingo packet includes: 

Eight $500 games + $3,000 coverall with a $ 1 ,000 2 nd chance! 
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4 AUGUST 2015 EVENT PLANNER :® 



Little Elk All Native Golf Tournament 

August 1 | Tee off: 10 a.m. 

• Location: Waabooz Run Golf Course 

• Contact: 989-400-1838 or 989-772-4013 

• Entry fee: $120 per team. 

• Fee covers 18 holes of golf with cart, lunch and prizes. 

• Raffle: Six tickets for $5 

• Two person scramble with five places, paid by 
random drawing. 

Monday Night "Masters" 

August 3, 10, 17 

• Location: Maple Creek Golf Club in Shepherd, Mich. 

• Contact: 989-775-4128 

Women's Tradition Society 

August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 1 5 -6:30p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4879 

Al-Anon Family Group Meeting 

August 4, 1 1 , 1 8, 25 | 5 p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-3742 

• Strength and hope for friends and families of 
problem drinkers. 

Tuesday Night Giigohn Fishing 

August 4, 11, 18, 28 

• Contact: 989-775-4128 

• Ages 16 and younger fish for free. 

Native Farmers Market 

August 4, 11, 1 8, 25 1 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

• Location: Housing Pavilion, until new Farmers Market 
pavilion is complete in mid- August. 

• Contact: 989-775-4059 


Mama and Baby Stroller Fitness 

August 4, 1 1 , 1 8, 25 1 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

• Location: Meet at Nimkee Fitness Center 

• Contact: 989-775-4696 

"Who's Your Caddy" Open Golf Tournament 

August 8 | 9 a.m. shotgun start 

• Location: PohlCat Golf Course 

• Contact: 989-775-4149 

• Entry fee: $85 per person 

• Entry fee includes 18 holes with cart, lunch and BBQ 
style banquet after the tournament. 

Men's Meeting 

August 6, 13, 20, 27 | 6:30 -8:30 p.m. 

• Location: Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

• Contact: 989-775-2370 ext. 214 

• Open communication, talking circle 

• For adults and young men (sixth graders and older) 

Summer Kickball 

August 13 | 4 -6p.m. 

• Location: Broadway Ball Field & Pavilion 

• Contact: 989-775-4590 

• Tribal Police/Fire Dept. /community kickball game 

• Burgers, hot dogs and chips. 

Curbside Collection 

will be delayed until Saturday, Sept. 1 2 
due to Labor Day Holiday. 


Family Spirit Support Group 

August 11 | 5p.m. - 7p.m. 

• Location: Nimkee Memorial Wellness Center 

• Contact: 989-775-4616 

• Honoring Fathers: Fathers represent pride, honor 
and responsibility. 

• Family scavenger hunt 

RezBall 2015 

August 12 1 12p.m. 

• Location: Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

• Contact: 989-775-4149 

Women's Support Group 

August 18 | 5:30 - 7p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4896 

Housing Financial Workshop 

August 20 1 12p.m. 

• Location: Housing Conference Room 

• Contact: 989-775-4552 

Grandmother Moon Ceremony 

August 28 | Ceremony begins at 9 p.m. 

• Teachings and preperation from 5-7 p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health Lodge 

• Contact: 989-775-4879 


Talking 

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 

Circle 

Andahwod Maple Room 

For more information contact: Kim 989.289.3088, Roger 989.944.1937 
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Jake & Mary Pine 

7 th Generation | 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Jake & Mary Pine 

7 th Generation | 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Ogitchedaw Meeting 

Seniors Room | 6 p.m. 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Traditional Teaching 

Saganing | 1 1 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


1/8 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


2/9 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 

D. Dowd: Sweat Lodge 

B. Health | 5 - 8 p.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

D. Dowd: Traditional Healing 

B. Health | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


16 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


Tribal Observer 

Deadline | 3 p.m. 

Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


23 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


30 


31 


Gamblers Anonymous (GA) Meetings |L Narcotics Anonymous Meetings 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


12-step program for people that have a gambling problem. 

Mondays & Thursdays 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Mount Pleasant First United Methodist Church 
400 S. Main St. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Tuesdays: 6 p.m., Wesley Foundation at CMU 

1400 S. Washington St., Mount Pleasant 

Thursdays: 6:30 p.m., First Methodist Church 

400 S. Main St., Mount Pleasant 

Saturdays: 7 p.m., Mount Pleasant Alano Club 

1201 N. Fancher Rd., Mount Pleasant 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


• SECR Payroll 
SCIT Per Capita 

• SCIT Payroll 

• Waste Collection* 

*Bins must be curbside by 6:30 a.n 


Tribal departments: Our primary source for information is the Shared Network Community Calendar. You may access the Community Calendar by going onto the Shared-Drive and 
clicking on the Tribal Community Calendar. This is a very useful tool that we suggest everyone explore. Start by creating a shortcut, then adding an event, enjoy! 
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Observer Classifieds 


Tribal Observer Classifieds 


100 Employment 


To place your ad, call the Tribal Observer at 989-775-4010, Email: observer@sagchip.org, visit our office in Tribal Operations 
or mail to Tribal Observer, Attn.: Classified, 7070 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. Please have all submissions and 
payment in by deadline. Classified rates are $10 for 15 words or less, and 75 cents per additional word. Any thumbnail image 
costs an additional $15. Apply to job postings online at www.sagchip.org. * Job postings are subject to change daily. 


105 Lost and Found 
110 For Rent 
115 For Sale 
120 Announcements 


125 Miigwetch 
130 Services 
135 Events 
140 Giveaways 
145 Miscellaneous 


100 Employment 


Tribal 

Operations 


Economic Development 
Director 

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in business administra- 
tion, economic development, 
public administration or com- 
munity planning plus five years 
of work experience in a relevant 
and progressive leadership po- 
sition. Provides key guidance 
and methodology strategies 
to determine the feasibility of 
potential economic develop- 
ment projects for all SCIT in- 
terests both locally and abroad. 

SCTC Tutor: 
General Studies 

Open to the public. At least 
60 completed credits towards 
a college degree with an 
overall GPA of 3.0 or above. 

SCTC Tutor: 
Mathematics 

Open to the public. At least 60 
completed credits towards a 
college degree in mathemat- 
ics, or significant course work 
towards a degree emphasizing 
mathematical skills. A com- 
pleted degree in mathematics 
or related field is preferred. 


Gift Shop Retail Clerk PT 

Open to the public. Must pos- 
sess a high school diploma or 
GED. Retail experience a plus. 
Must demonstrate/show strong 
communication skills as it per- 
tains to customer service. Hon- 
est, energetic, personality a plus. 

General Labor Pool 
(Temporary Employee) 

Tribal Member posting. Must 
be at least 18 years of age and 
possess a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Applicants must 
have a telephone contact num- 
ber and be available on short no- 
tice for short-term employment. 

Clerical Pool 
(Temporary Employee) 

Tribal Member posting. Must 
be at least 18 years of age and 
possess a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Applicants must 
have a telephone contact num- 
ber and be available on short no- 
tice for short-term employment. 

Dietary Cook Aide 

Open to the public. Must have 
high school diploma. This posi- 
tion also requires previous expe- 
rience in a kitchen atmosphere. 

Residential Support 
Technician 

Open to the public. High school 
diploma or equivalent. Previ- 
ous experience in the substance 


abuse field highly desired. Must 
have an interest to increase 
knowledge in the substance 
abuse field CAC-I or CADC-I 
strongly encouraged to apply. 

Social Services Supervi- 
sor Protective Services 

Open to the public. Bach- 
elor’s degree in social work 
or related field required. 
Master’s degree preferred. 
Four years experience in a 
human services setting and 
one year supervisory experi- 
ence. Must have knowledge 
of applicable tribal and fed- 
eral law as they pertain to 
tribal children and families. 


SECR 


Inventory Control 
Warehouser PT 

Open to the public. High school 
diploma or equivalent. Must 
be able to obtain/maintain a 
gaming license. Must be able 
to obtain/maintain a Tribal 
driver’s license and main- 
tain a CDL Class B license. 

Cosmetologist PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 1 8 years or older upon 
employment. High school di- 
ploma or equivalent required. 
Must possess and maintain a 
Michigan state license in cos- 



Ji ijuil m'rnmi 
iu/rJ dz. az cun suJJ jjdjji 









ears, trucks, vans a sjji/sJ 




Call John Weiss aid drive today. 


mmism 

or apply online at mm.garbertHiiclLcain 






MM iiJJJJJji 

ymny.garlerkilek.can 





metology with 1600 training 
hours, followed by comple- 
tion of state license with 
two year renewal required. 

Security Officer PT 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 18 years of age 
and have a high school di- 
ploma or equivalent. May be 
required to perform their du- 
ties during hazardous condi- 
tions that could include severe 
weather and fire. Must be able 
to walk and/or stand for long 
periods of time, carry up to 30 
lbs, and safely climb up and 
down several flights of stairs. 

Massage Therapist PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years or older upon 
employment. High school 
diploma or equivalent re- 
quired. Must have a valid 
Michigan massage certifica- 
tion and 600 total hours re- 
quired for massage certification. 

Server Assistant PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 

Guest Room 
Attendant PT 

Open to the public. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 

Line Cook FT 
Associate Dining 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
One years of restaurant cook- 
ing experience with increasing 
levels of responsibility, commu- 
nication and teamwork skills. 

Guest Relations Rep PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. High 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Must have good customer 
relation’s skills and possess 
strong communication skills. 
Must be able to work week- 
ends, holidays, emergency 
shifts, and rotating schedules. 

Pastry Line Cook FT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 

Lead Cook FT - Diner 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age with a 
high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Two years of restaurant 
cooking experience with in- 


creasing levels of responsibil- 
ity, proven leadership, commu- 
nication and teamwork skills. 

Transit Driver PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or GED. Must be at least 21 
years of age. Must have a valid 
CDL with passenger endorse- 
ments or a chauffer’s license. 

Lead Cook 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age with a 
high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Two years of restaurant 
cooking experience with in- 
creasing levels of responsibil- 
ity, proven leadership, commu- 
nication and teamwork skills. 

Laundry Attendant FT&PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 
Previous hotel housekeeping/ 
laundry experience preferred. 

Inventory Control 
Warehouse Driver 

Open to the public. High school 
diploma (or equivalent). Must 
be able to obtain/maintain a 
tribal driver’s license and main- 
tain a CDL Class B license. 

Host/Hostess PT -Aurora 

Open to the public. Must be 1 8 
years of age have a high school 
diploma or equivalent. Must 
have good guest service skills 
and work well with others. 

Line Server PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 
Must be able to work weekends, 
holidays, and graveyard shifts. 

Function Service FT 
Casino Beverage 

In-house. Must be at least 18 
years of age with a high school 
diploma or equivalent. Open to 
the public. Must be at least 18 
years of age with a high school 
diploma or equivalent. One 
year customer service experi- 
ence and/or the ability to suc- 
cessfully pass in house training. 

Line Server PT Aurora 

In-house. Must be at least 
18 years of age with a high 
school diploma or GED. Must 
be able to work weekends, 
holidays, and graveyard shifts. 


Steward PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma or 
GED. Exceptional “people” 
skills, high level of enthu- 
siasm and professionalism. 

Function Service PT 
Casino Beverage 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
One year customer service ex- 
perience and/or the ability to suc- 
cessfully pass in house training. 

Casino Housekeeper PT 

Open to the Public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. No 
previous experience required. 

Front Desk Agent PT 

Open to the public. High school 
diploma. Hotel experience in 
front office operations pre- 
ferred, but not necessary, expe- 
rience in front office operations 
preferred, but not necessary. 
Typing skills preferred. Must 
have cash handling experi- 
ence and one year minimum of 
customer service experience. 

Host/Hostess PT-Diner 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age have a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 


SELC 


Inventory Control 
Driver PT 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 18 years of age. 
Must have a high school di- 
ploma or equivalent. Must be 
able to obtain and maintain 
a Tribal driver’s license. Re- 
quires a chauffeur’s license. 

Line Cook PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
One year of restaurant cook- 
ing experience with increasing 
levels of responsibility, commu- 
nication and teamwork skills. 


130 Services 


Fox Home Builders 

All types of home improve- 
ments. Kitchen and bath re- 
modeling, additions. Experi- 
enced and local. 989-773-4665. 


Summons and Complaint Notices 


SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT IN THE MATTER OF KENNETH KENDALL: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 775- 
4800 Case No.: 15-0-03 81 Plaintiff: Nimkee Memorial Wellness Center Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan 7070 E. Broadway Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 Plaintiff’s attorney: Jay 
W. Fields Senior Associate General Counsel Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 
7070 E. Broadway Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 775-4049 Vs. Defendant: Kenneth Kendall 
9800 N. Vandecar Rd. Farwell, MI 48622 Notice to Defendant: 1. You are being sued in the 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 2. YOU HAVE 21 DAYS after receiving this summons to 
file an answer with the court and to serve a copy on the other party or to take other lawful 
action. Please note that if you were served by certified mail or served outside of the reserva- 
tion land you have 28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or take 
other action within the time allowed may result in a default Judgment being entered against 
you for the relief requested in Plaintiff’s complaint. This summons expires Dec. 19, 2015 


PETITION FOR PROBATE IN THE MATTER OF JADE MICHAEL HERNANDEZ: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 775- 
4800 Case no. 15-PC-04 19 Plaintiff: Kimberly Ann Waynee 8821 E. Coleman Rd. Coleman, 
MI 48618 (989) 492-1432 Vs. Jade Michael Hernandez. Notice to Defendant: You are 
requested to contact the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court at the above address in the matter 
of the estate of Daniel James Waynee. 


Highlight 
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Fifth annual Walleyes for Warriors 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

Not every American veteran 
receives a proper welcome 
home. For the past five years, 
Nels Larsen has been working 
diligently to change that for 
local veterans. 

As an avid Saginaw Bay 
walleye fisherman and a 
Vietnam veteran (1968-1970), 
Larsen coordinated an event to 
give U.S. veterans recognition. 

“Walleyes for Warriors” 
serves as a fun-filled day of 
fishing for veterans and for 
others to give thanks to them 
for serving the country. 

The boat launching began 
at 5:30 a.m. at Bay City’s 
Veterans Memorial Park on 
Sunday, June 2 1 . 

At 7:30 a.m., the boats, occu- 
pied with veterans, boat captains 
and volunteers, peacefully took 
off across the Saginaw Bay. 

“Each year, we’ve been able 
to take out about 230 veterans 
with about 130 boats,” Larsen 
said. “This is all free to veter- 
ans. For many of the veterans, 
it is the first time they’ve had 
a welcome home or a ‘thank 
you’ for serving. It’s pretty 
humbling to see the looks on 
their faces.” 

After nearly six hours of 
fishing, each boat captain 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


At 7:30 a.m., boats took off 
across the Saginaw Bay to 
begin the fishing competition. 

headed back to the park, and 
each craft joined together for a 
procession of boats, greeted by 
cheers of countless spectators. 

For Larsen, this is his favor- 
ite part of the entire event. 

“When the music starts and 
the boats come in, people start 
waving flags and that’s when 
I am going to get tears in my 
eyes and a lump in my throat,” 
he said. “I know what it’s like 
to get a welcome home and I 
see saluting and hugging; it’s 
an emotional event.” 

All catches but longfish are 
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A fire truck raising the 
American flag greeted the 
veterans back in to Bay 
City’s Veterans Memorial 
Park at about 2 p.m. 

then collected and taken to the 
cleaning station. 

“We give away a plaque for 
first, second, and third place in 
the largest sheephead,” Larsen 
said. “All the rest of the fish 
are cleaned, weighed, put in a 
plastic bag and taken over to 
the freezer. By the time the 
event is wrapped up, each vet- 
eran takes home a bag of fish.” 

Annual volunteers Ralph 
Smith, Joe Rodriguez, Tom 
Ebi, and their families clean 
and pack more than 1200 wall- 
eye each year. 

This year, Col. Roger H.C. 
Donlon, the first Vietnam War 
veteran to receive a Medal of 
Honor, traveled from Kansas 
to attend. 

“Col. Donlon saved lives 
in fierce conditions,” Larsen 
said. “He was wounded and 
kept fighting. I was very for- 
tunate to meet him. He gave 
me one of his commemorative 
coins and that was a real honor. 
There are a lot of people that 
would like to have one. It was 
nice to see him and show him 
what goes on at this event.” 

The Soaring Eagle Casino 
& Resort, Saganing Eagles 
Landing Casino and the 
Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 

Veterans Warrior Society were 
major sponsors. 

Bay City resident Duffy 
Duncan has been involved in 
the planning of WFW since 
the beginning, and has served 
as the official event photog- 
rapher for the past two years. 
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Each year, Walleyes for Warriors brings in about 230 
veterans with about 130 boats. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

The fifth annual event is a chance for veterans to be 
honored, and to make new friendships. 


celebrates U.S. veterans 
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A boat full of veterans and volunteers hold up 
the fish they caught by 9 a.m. 


He said WFW would not be 
possible without the SECR 
and SELC sponsorship. 

SECR Food & Beverage 
provided boxed lunches for all 
boating participants, and pro- 
vided a catered dinner for the 
veterans and boat captains. 

WFW works with 
Operation Injured Solders, a 
non-profit organization dedi- 
cated to providing resources 
wounded heroes need to 
return to productive lives in 
their communities. 

“(The Operation Injured 
Soldiers helpers) are all vol- 
unteers who just have a mind- 
set that they want to give back 
to veterans and they do it in a 
big way,” Larsen said. “Ninety- 
six percent of their donation 
money goes to veterans.” 

Another benefit: Clear 
weather was present. 

“We were supposed to have 
a big storm coming through 
that looked like it was going 
to land right on us in the 
morning,” Larsen said. “It 
was just unreal how it went 
by us and it turned out to be 
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Col. Roger H.C. Donlon, 
the first Vietnam War 
veteran to receive a Medal 
of Honor, traveled from 
Kansas to attend. 

perfect weather, and the par- 
ticipants were catching fish 
like crazy.” 

Larsen said he would love 
to have more Anishinabe 
Ogitchedaw Veterans Warriors 
Society members involved 
each year. To participate in the 
2016 event, stay tuned to wall- 
eyesforwarriors.com. 
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Three boaters with two U.S. flags peacefully head out on the bay. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Three men and a Chihuahua show off 
the fish they caught. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Countless participants had great luck catching fish during 
the six hours, and all veterans took home a bag of walleye. 
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Event fisher nets in one of her June 
21st big catches. 
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Farmers Market Pavilion 

SCIT hosts ribbon cutting ceremony 
for newly-built pavilion . 



Visit to Okaya, Japan 
SCIT and the City of Mount Pleasant 
celebrate sister city relationship . 



Eagle Spirit Awards 
Tribal Education and K- 12 Program 
honors higher education . 



RezBall 2015 

SCIT Recreation Department hosts 
1 1th annual tournament 
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Sept. 11 is the last day to register to vote for the Primary Election 


Three Court of Appeals judges reaffirm Tribal Council authority 


JOSEPH V. SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

Three independent Court 
of Appeals judges for the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe issued its decision on 
Aug. 18, 2015 concerning the 
issue of whether or not the 
Tribe can reopen previously 
dismissed disenrollment cases. 

Tribal Court Appellate 
Judges Robert Kittecon, 
Andrew Pyatskowit and 
Dennis Peterson unanimously 
ruled that the Tribe can reopen 
prior dismissed disenrollment 
cases where the basis for dis- 
enrollment is that the mem- 
bers enrolled under Article III, 
Section 1 (c) of the Constitution 
do not lineally trace. 

Under Enrollment Ordinance 
No. 14 the Tribe may disenroll 
Tribal Members if the Tribe can 
show that the enrollment was a 
mistake or fraudulent. 


In an earlier case decided 
by the Appellate Court on Aug. 
27, 2013, the Court held that 
only lineal tracing is permitted 
under Article III, Section 1(c) 
of the Tribal Constitution. 

A SCIT press release dis- 
tributed by Public Relations 
Director Frank Cloutier said, 
“The Tribe argued that the 
cases should be allowed to 
be reopened in light of the 
clear interpretation of the 
Constitution provided by the 
Court’s decision in 2013 that 
only lineal tracing is per- 
mitted by the Tribe’s 1986 
Constitution.” 

The Court agreed with the 
Tribe stating that “retroactive 
curative rules are acceptable 
because of the strong public inter- 
est in a fair government system.” 

The core of the recent Court 
of Appeals decision centers 
on 233 members whose cases 
were previously dismissed and 
may now be reopened. 


“The Appellants failure to 
demonstrate a particular viola- 
tion of the Saginaw Constitution 
or ordinances is fatal to their 
case” and “We have repeatedly 
stated that the Court’s juris- 
diction is limited to matters 
which affirmatively assigned 
under tribal law,” and that the 
delegation of the constitutional 
review responsibility does not 
“import carte blanche powers 
upon this court to supervise 
the manner in which the Tribal 
Council performs its constitu- 
tional responsibility” are the 
strong statements the Appellate 
Court said. 

The people who are the 
subject of disenrollment pro- 
ceedings have the benefit of 
hearings and evidentiary pro- 
cess through the Office of 
Administrative Hearings pur- 
suant to the Tribe’s Enrollment 
Ordinance No. 14. 

The unanimous ruling 
of the three Tribal Court 


appellate judges upholds the 
ruling first issued by Tribal 
Court Judge Patrick Shannon 
on March 10, 2015. 

Tribal Chief Steven Pego 
realizes how collateral tracing 
has divided the Tribe and is 
requesting a detente (the easing 
of hostility or strained relations) 
throughout the community. 

“The Tribe has been strug- 
gling with these enrollment 
issues for many years and has 
developed a very extensive 
procedural process and safe- 
guards to provide due pro- 
cess to Tribal Members while 
protecting the ability of the 
Tribal government to fulfill its 
Constitutional obligations,” 
Pego said. “We cannot strip 
the rights of individuals to be 
native. We are merely honor- 
ing and executing the require- 
ments of our Constitution so 
what is best for the many is 
best for our Tribal community. 
That is what is traditional.” 


Council amends per capita plan to require Tribal 
students to obtain high school diploma 


JOSEPH V. SOW MICK 

Photojournalist 

Many Tribal Council adminis- 
trations have talked about the 
importance of Tribal students 
graduating from high school or 
completing their general GED. 

The Pego Administration 
heard the resounding message 
through a recent survey of the 
Tribal Membership and moved 
to pass Resolution 15-131. 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Council now amends the 
per capita plan to require Tribal 
students who will turn 1 8 years 
of age after Dec. 31, 2015 to a 
high school diploma or equiva- 
lent to receive their adult per 
capita revenue sharing. 

Tribal Chief Steven Pego 
announced the adoption of the 
“Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe of Michigan Revenue 
Allocation Plan” at the July 
23 community meeting and 
mentioned the voice of the 
membership drove the need 
for approval. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal Chief Steven Pego 
outlines Resolution 15-131 
supporting Tribal education. 

“It is time to roll out the 
results of the community sur- 
vey and what information had 
been collected during those 
efforts,” Pego said. “I am 
pleased to inform you that the 
voice of the Tribal Membership 
was heard and on July 22, 
Tribal Council approved a 
Resolution requiring a diploma 


or equivalent to recent adult 
per capita payments. Tribal 
Council is very much aware 
of what implications changes 
to the per capita plan will have 
on our Membership. These are 
not easy decisions and much 
consideration will be given 
to this task. I assure you one 
thing we will do is give you 
time to adjust your realities 
to better prepare you for any 
changes that will be made.” 

The “Plan” was approved by 
the Secretary of Interior in accor- 
dance with applicable federal law. 

Tribal Council At-Large 
Representative Michele 

Stanley has served on Council 
since 2003 and has heard many 
administrations’ discussions 
where they have long sought 
how to encourage Tribal youth 
to continue their education. 

“Getting a basic high school 
education has always been 
a milestone in one's life,” 
Stanley said. “This amendment 
to the per capita plan makes 
this new requirement a very 
important step. As I mentioned 


at the community meeting, 
this requirement is a boost to 
encourage Tribal students on 
the importance of education. 
Adding this requirement has 
been considered for a few years 
and hearing that the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Youth Council 
supported the idea really helped 
to push the decision.” 

Former Chief Kevin 
Chamberlain and his 1997 
administration were the first 
to bring the question into a 
Council discussion. 

“We have a responsibility 
to ensure that the future of 
our youth is strong and simply 
handing money over to them at 
such an early age gives them 
absolutely no incentive to do 
anything in life,” Chamberlain 
said. “From a leadership 
standpoint, where would that 
leave the Tribe in 20 years? I 
commend Council on moving 
forward with the recommenda- 
tion of the Tribal Members on 
this important Resolution.” 

Per capita plan | 3 
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Francine Elizabeth Trepanier 

June 30, 1951 - Aug. 12, 2015 

Francine Elizabeth Trepanier, age 64, of Mount Pleasant, Mich., 
passed away Wednesday, Aug. 12, 2015, at Andahwod. 

Francine was bom June 30, 1951, in Ithaca, 

Mich., the birth daughter of Walter Trepanier 
and Geraldine Davis and raised by William 
and Clarabelle Hutchinson. 

She was a musician and loved playing 
the piano and guitar. Francine was a member 
of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe and 
the Faith Indian Nazarene Church. 

Francine is survived by her brothers and 
sisters, John Peter Trepanier of Hayward, Wis., Jacqueline M. 
Trepanier of Shepherd, Mich., Richard Earl Trepanier of Hayward, 
Wis., Mehta Ann Trepanier of Mount Pleasant, Nancy Lee Miller of 
Muskegon, Patricia (Brian) Wemigwans of Mount Pleasant, Bmno 
(Joleen) Wemigwans of Mount Pleasant, Chantal (Mark) Boucher of 
Flint and Dinah Griffiis of Mount Pleasant. 

Francine was preceded in death by both sets of parents; her 
brothers, Joseph Alfred Trepanier, Walter Joseph Trepanier, and 
Patrick Henry Trepanier; and sister, Jolene Faye Wilson. 

Funeral services for Francine were held Saturday, Aug. 1 5, 201 5, 
at Clark Family Funeral Chapel with Pastor Doyle Perry officiating. 



Mary Lenora Zilz 

June 18, 1915 - Aug. 19, 2015 

Mary Lenora Zilz, age 100, was called home to be with her 
Lord on Wednesday, Aug. 19, 2015. Mary or “Monnie” (her 
Indian nickname) was bom June 18, 1915 
in Rosebush, Mich, to Obadiah and Jennie 
(Pelcher) Smith, and until her death 
was the oldest member of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan. 

Mary counted Jesus as her Savior for 
more than 60 years and was a faithful wit- 
ness of the gospel and a tme prayer warrior. 

As a child, Mary attended the Mt. Pleasant 
Indian Industrial Boarding School through ninth grade and 
graduated as valedictorian of her class. She then went on to Mt. 
Pleasant High School, graduating in 1933. After high school, 
Mary worked at the Postern factory in Battle Creek in the sum- 
mer of 1934, and it was there that she met her future husband, 
Robert (Bob) Mullen, on a blind date. 

Mary and Bob were married in 1936 and were blessed with 
three children, Robert Jr. (Bobby), Mary Ann, and Nannette. 
During those years, Mary worked for Oldsmobile on the assem- 
bly line producing airplane parts for the Air Force. 

She also attended the Melba Beauty School and received 
her license as a cosmetologist, which launched her new career 
working at the Harper Method Beauty Salon. 

Three years after Bob’s death in 1952 from a heart attack, 
Mary met and married Carl Zilz and they spent many happy 
years together Lshing, and traveling to Florida. 

Mary was a business woman, owning and operating several 
beauty salons in Lansing, and that was her professional life 
from 1944 through 1974. Ever since 1982, Sebring, Fla. was 
Mary’s second home during the winter months (which seemed 
to get longer and longer with each passing year). 

Mary also loved to travel throughout the United States, as 
well as her stays in Oklahoma and California while her first 
husband, Bob, was in the service. 

Even though she accomplished many things in her life and 
career, Mary would want her legacy to be that she was a bom-again 
Christian, and to be remembered as our own personal prayer warrior. 

She loved her family dearly and so enjoyed being a 
part of everyone’s lives. We will miss her greatly and cher- 
ish our memories of Mom / Grandma / Great-Grandma / 
Great-Great-Grandma. 

Mary is survived by her daughter, Mary Ann (Green); 
grandchildren Mark (Mary) Green, Julia Green, Martin (Ruth) 
Green, Michael (Rachel) Green, Risa (Ralph) Snider, Bill 
(Hope) Abbott, Bob (Mary) Abbott, Curtis Abbott, Daniel 
Abbott; step-daughter, Terri (John) Krupa and their children; 
Daymon Krupa, and Kristi Krupa, as well as her own tribe of 
great-grandchildren, and great-great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband 
Robert (Bob), son, Robert Jr. (“Bobby”), her daughter Nannette 
Jean (Abbott), second husband Carl Zilz, son-in-law Ralph 
Green, and siblings Gordon, Abraham, Arabella (“Mickey), 
and Maurice, as well as great-granddaughter Amy, and great- 
grandson Alexander. 

Memorials may be made to Forgotten Man Ministries 3940 
Fruit Ridge Ave. NW Grand Rapids, MI 49544 or The Lord’s 
Lighthouse PO Box 6015 Sun City Center, FL 33571. 




Check out the 

Tribal Observer 


ONLINE 


www.sagchip.org/tribalobserver 



In Loving Memory 

I love you truly 

I\ Loving Mhmoht 

and I miss you 


deeply. You will 
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be missed, but 
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never forgotten. 


R.I.H. Lou 

Guada lupb “Lou* 
Rodriguez 
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The Native 
Farmers Market 

Every Tuesday Starting 

June 2 to Oct. 13, 2015 

Time: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 


Fresh seasonal produce, wild rice, 
maple syrup, jam, jellies 
and baked goods. 


Artisans & supplies 


New Farmers Market Pavilion at the 
Corner of Broadway and Leaton Roads 

For questions and registration forms, please contact: 
Marcella Hadden, interim market master at 989.775.4059 


Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 

2015-2016 Hunting Seasons 


Deer I Sept. 8, 2015 -Jan. 10, 2016 
Small Game I Sept. 8, 2015 - April 3, 2016 
Trapping I Sept. 28, 2015 - April 3, 2016 
Fall Turkey I Sept. 28, 2015 - Nov. 14, 2015 
Migratory Bird I Sept. 1, 2015 - Jan. 31, 2016 
Fishing I Feb. 5, 2016 - Jan. 4, 2016 


Hunter Safety 

Presented by: 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police Department 


It’s that time again and hunting season will be upon us. 

We will once again be hosting a hunters safety class. 

Classes will be held at the: 

Black Creek Conservation Club 

2643 S. Chippewa Rd, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

2015 Scheduled Classes 

All three days must be attended. 

There is no charge for this class... It’s free! 

• Wednesday, Sept. 2, 2015 from 5:30 - 9 p.m. 

• Thursday, Sept. 3, 2015 from 5:30 - 9 p.m. 

• Saturday, Sept. 5, 2015 from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

These are mandatory hours of instruction. Last day consists 
of review and Hunter Safety exam along with a field day. 

This course includes information 
and instruction about: 

• Introduction to hunter education 

• Hunting safety • Hunter responsibility 

• Outdoor safety • Wildlife conservation 

If interested please call Tribal Dispatch at 
989.775.4700 to sign-up. 




Class size is limited to 30 people. A 
parent or guardian must accompany 
a child 10 years of age or younger. 
Pre-registration count is required for 
correct amount of materials. 


Thank you from the family of Denise Peters 


A special thank you to Clark 
Family Funeral Chapel in 
Mount Pleasant, Mich, for 
their guidance and kindness 
during this time. 

Thank you to Pastor 
Bo Pego and the church 
ladies who provided 
the dinner, June, Cindy, 
Mike, Stella, Lisa and 
granddaughter Leticia. 



-Thank you from the family of Denise Peters from 
her sons Jared (Shellie) and Andre Peters. 


Are you a SCIT Community 
Member between the ages 
of 15 & 25? 


Have you attended drug or alcohol 
treatment? We want to hear about 
your experiences and opinions. 


You are invited to participate in a 
qualitative research study and receive a 
$25 Tim Horton’s gift card. 

Participation includes a one to two hour 
interview at an agreed upon time and place. 
Your participation will be confidential. 


If you are interested in participating: 

Please contact Kehli Henry at: 
henrylka@msu.edu or call or text 989.307.1414 

If someone you know may be interested in participating, 
please give them my name and contact information. 

**This study is being conducted 'with permission 
from the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council. 


PLEASE REPORT ALL 

WILDLIFE VIOLATIONS 


To the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Police Department 



Dispatch: 989.775.4700 
Tip Line: 989.775.4775 


ATTENTION 

Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 

Veteran & Warrior Society Members 

Now Recruiting New Members 



Meetings Will be Held 


The 1 st Tuesday of the Month in Seniors Room 
Time: 6 p.m. I Lor More Information: 775-4175 


Tribal Child Welfare 
Program Affidavits 

will be available Monday, Sept. 28, 2015, 
and are due by 5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 6, 
2015 for the December 2015 payment. 
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Public 


Notices 


Election Timeline 

2015 Primary & General Elections 

Sept. 4 | 5 p.m. — Deadline for Candidates to turn in Petitions 
Sept. 11 | Last day to register to vote for the Primary Election 

Sept. 14 | Deadline for Candidates to meet all aspects of the qualifications to be placed on the 
final list of Candidates 

Sept. 15 | Final Candidate List Posted 

Sept. 18 | Absentee Ballots for Primary Election available in the office and mailed 

Oct. 2 | Last day to register to vote for the General Election 

Oct. 12 | 5:15 p.m. — Certification of Voting Machines 

Oct. 1 3 | Primary Election Day — Polls will be open from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. 

Oct. 1 6 | Absentee Ballots for General Election available in the office and mailed 

Nov. 2 | 5:15 p.m. — Certification of Voting Machines 

Nov. 3 | General Election Day — Polls will be open from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. 

*There will be a $100 processing fee due when turning in petitions 

For additional information, please contact the Tribal Clerk’s Office at 989-775-4054 



Per capita plan 

continued from front page 


Tribal Education Director Melissa Montoya 
said the Education Department supports Tribal 
Council’s decision. 

“The Tribal Education Advisory Board com- 
mends the Youth Council for their strong voice in 
their hope for a secure Tribal Membership future,” 
Montoya said. 

“Historically, our ancestors fought to secure the 
educational rights of our people,” she said. “They 
had the foresight to take care of the next seven 
generations. We encourage all Tribal Members to 
strive for academic excellence through high school 
diploma or GED programs. Moreover, we do not 
want you to stop there. Our goal is to not only assist 
you in whatever degree of higher education you 
pursue but to also assist you in seeking out trades or 
vocational programs. Honor yourself, your family, 
your community, and your ancestors by striving for 
academic excellence.” 

Colleen Green, Native American Programs direc- 
tor for Central Michigan University, serves on 
the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College Board of 
Regents. Green affirms although this might have 
come as a shock to those affected by the decision, 



Public Notice 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police provide law en- 
forcement services under 638 Contract with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). Included within 
said contract; The Burean of Indian Affairs reserve 
the right for "First Right of Refusal" pertaining to 
any complaints against the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Police Department and/or its Officer's. 

As result of this contractual procedure; All complaints 
against the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police Depart- 
ment and/or its Officer's must first be directed to : 

BIA Interal Affairs SSA Justin Wendland 

justin.wendland@bia.gov I 701-250-4545 


she offers her opinion that Tribal Council is putting 
education first, as they have the best interest of their 
constituents at heart. 

“Per capita payments may be considered a gift and 
it may not be available in the next 15 to 20 years, but 
an education is for a lifetime,” Green said. “A high 
school diploma or GED would also open avenues 
for students to pursue their associate degrees at the 
Tribal College. We, as a community, want to grow 
our young people into well-educated Tribal leaders.” 

Tribal Elder Charmaine Shawana received her 
master’s degree in writing from Michigan State 
University and has served on several Council admin- 
istrations. As an editor of the SCIT Tribal history 
book “Diba Jimooyung - Telling Our Story”, she is 
aware of the value of continuing education. 

“Making a high school diploma a requirement for 
per capita is a step in the right direction,” Shawana 
said. “For many years, Tribal youth have talked about 
turning 1 8 and mentioned how they would receive per 
cap and not have to continue school or go to work. 
Those days are gone and that thinking never helped 
our Tribe. We need these Tribal students working 
in all aspects of our Tribal operations and business 
interests. We need educated Anishinabe to lead our 
nation into the technological future and it will surely 
benefit all involved.” 

The Council amendment to the per capita plan goes 
into effect on Dec. 31, 2015 and as any other amend- 
ment to per capita, it is subject to a U.S. Department 
of the Interior approval. 


Digital 

Storytelling & 

Film Festival 

WORKSHOP; 

September 15-17, 2015 
8:30 am - 5:00 pm 
Ziibiwing Cultural Center 

Make a 1-5 min movie about Surviving cancer 
or cardiovascular disease. 


Contact: 

Margaret Steslicki 
to participate and 
ask questions 
( 909 ) 775-4618 



NDIGIFEST FILM FESTIVAL: 

September IS, 2015 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Ziibiwing Cultural Center 

Digital Stories will be screened at the nDigiFest. Snacks 
will be provided- Funding provided by IICJV1. 
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Happy 

Sweet 16 

from all of us 
who love you... 
and that's a lot of us. 

Elissa Schlegel 


Happy 20 m 

BirtHday 

Allex Leaureauxl 


On Sept. 29th 

please wish Brian Deaton a 

Happy 

Biftkday 

Love Michelle 


Sonja made 
29 again ... 

Say Happy 
Birthday to her 
on Sept. 30th! 


You can Qlllf! 

We can help! 

1-8 DO-QUIT- NOW 
1-800-784-8669 
vmw.tuictiigan.gov/tobacco 

Funded by the Michigan Department &f Community Health 









Services of the Quitline 


O Coaching -motivation and tips to help you quit 
O Educational materials 
O Referrals to local programs 
O Online coaching 
O Text-messaging 

O Free nicotine replacement therapy if you qualify 


Report Suspicious 
or Criminal Activity! 


Do Your Part In Stopping Crime! 

Assist Your Local Law Enforcement and 
Narcotics Enforcement Teams in Protecting 
the Future of Your Community! 

Protecting your children, family, community 
and future should be a priority! 



Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 

Dispatch: 989-775-4700 
Tip Line: 989-775-4775 

Bayanet (Narcotics Enforcement) 
Tip Line: 989-779-9697 
Anonymous and Confidential 
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Communit 




Tribal Council 


Chief 


Steven Pego, District 1 

Sub-Chief 

Lorna Kahgegab Call, District 1 


Treasurer 

Shelly Bailey, District 1 

Secretary 

Sandy Sprague, District 1 

Sergeant At-Arms 

Ron Nelson, District 2 


Tribal Chaplain 

Jennifer Wassegijig, District 1 

Council Member 

Delmar Jackson Sr., District 1 

Council Member 

Lindy Hunt, District 1 

Council Member 

Julius Peters, District 1 

Council Member 

Chip Neyome, District 1 

Council Member 

Tim J. Davis, District 1 

Council Member 

Michele Stanley, District 3 


— Wisdom 

To live with wisdom is to acquire arid use 
experiences as guides for making equitable and 
mature decisions. 

— Love 

To live our lives with love is to understand our 
capacity to realize, empathize, and nurture the 
needs of others. 

— Respect 

To live with respect is to give mutual 
consideration for shared and differing ideas as 
well as for the world around us. 

~ Bravery 

To be brave and have courage is to recognize our 
moral and mental strength and to do what is 
appropriate. 

— Honesty 

To be honest is to recognize that we have the 
ability to live our lives with honor and integrity. 

~ Humility 

To live with humility is to recognize that we are 
all equal, we all make mistakes, we ail like to 
have our success rewarded and to put others 
before ourselves. 

— Truth 

To live in truth is to recognize the difference 
between right and wrong and to be faithful to 
ourselves as well as the world around us even 
when the right way is not the easiest way. 




NOTICE 

Any adult Tribal Member in need of 
financial management and consultation 
services, please contact: 


Charlene Kerby 

Independent Contractor required to adhere 
to professional and ethical standards 

Located at the At-Large Offices 

Email: ckerby@sagchip.org 
Phone: 989.775.4948 


Attention all Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Members 

TAKE NOTICE: There will be a public hearing held on Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2015 at 9 a.m. in the Seniors 
Room at the Tribal Operations Building, 7070 E. Broadway, Mount Pleasant, MI 48858. This hearing will 
address the application for a renewal of an Off-Premise General License presented to Tribal Council by 
Lisa Darnell, Interim CEO for the Migizi Economic Development Corporation. The application which will 
be reviewed and discussed at the hearing is as follows: 

1 . New Tribal License for Retail Off-Premise General License for the Cardinal Pharmacy located at 2410 S. 
Leaton Road, Suite 8, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. Such License, if renewed, would cover selling of packaged 
liquor, beer and wine to be consumed by buyer off premise. The License, if renewed, would be for the 
duration of one full year with hours of alcohol sales consistent with section 10 of the Gaming Compact of 
August 20, 1993, and the Tribe’s Liquor Control Act, Chapter 8.7. 


A thank you from David Williams and family 


(Editor s note: The following is a thank you letter 
from David Williams and his family for his successful 
“No One Fights Alone” fundraiser on Aug. 14 in the 
Eagles Nest Tribal Gym. SCIT Member and Tribal 
employee Williams and his family hosted the event 
to raise funds for his battle with stage four cancer.) 

To ail our friends, family, and co-workers of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe: 

There are no words to express how grateful and thank- 
ful we are for each and every one of you! The kindness and 
generosity we felt at Dave's benefit was overwhelming! 

We first off want to say that we want to say thank 
you to everyone that came and supported our family! 
The love that our family felt from all the people that 
attended and spent time with Dave is something we 
will never forget. 

The next thing we want to say is that all the people 
who volunteered, donated and offered to help us with 


the benefit, we will never ever be able to thank you 
enough! It is because of all you that Dave’s benefit 
came together. We wanted to thank each and every 
one separately but the list of people who volunteered 
or donated items for the auction is longer than we 
could have ever imagined. To all who helped in the 
kitchen your hard work and keeping that food going 
was amazing! 

On behalf of our family, we offer a special thank 
you to the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council. The 
benefit has made it so we as a family will all be 
able to be there for Dave’s continuous care as we 
travel to Detroit for his treatment. Dave is person- 
ally overwhelmed with emotions, knowing so many 
people are supporting him and fighting the fight 
right along with him. 

With our deepest love, 

David, Karen, Tanner Williams and family. 


"Into the Light Cancer Awareness Walk" set for Sept. 25 


RUTH A NN E SOWLE 

Contributing Writer 

Community Cancer Services of Isabella County would 
like to invite cancer survivors, caregivers, friends and 
families to come celebrate cancer survivorship at the 
17th annual “Into the Light Cancer Awareness Walk” 
on Sept. 25 at Island Park from 3 to 10 p.m. 

A cancer survivors’ celebration is planned for 7 
p.m. with a cancer survivor walk immediately fol- 
lowing. Luminaries in honor of the cancer survivor or 
those who have passed from cancer light the pathways 
the entire event and can be purchased in advance. 


This is truly a celebration with games, food and 
entertainment. A live auction and silent auction are 
planned. Come help “light the way for cancer survi- 
vors” by walking in the 17th annual “Into the Light 
Cancer Awareness Walk.” 

To order luminaries in advance, get team packets, 
or for more information, call Suzanne at 989-644- 
2504 , Megan at wedgelml@gmail.com or log onto 
www.isabellacommunitycancer.org. 

Community Cancer Services is your local can- 
cer organization and all of your donations stay in 
our community to help our neighbors in their fight 
against cancer. 


Tribal Observer 

Boozhu! The Tribal Observer, a monthly newspaper, is published on the first of each month. 

To contact Tribal Observer staff, please call 989-775-4010, or email: observer@sagchip.org. 

To change your mailing address, please contact the Tribal Clerk’s office at 989-775-4055. 
Community advertisements will not be accepted over the phone. 

Submissions from the Tribal community 
are encouraged and can be sent to: 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
c/o Tribal Observer 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

Subscription rates are $30 per year. 

Story ideas, articles and photographs from the community are always welcome. The Tribal Observer reserves the 
right to edit and/or refuse any submissions or advertisements for publication. The Tribal Observer is published 
by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan and is subject to an editorial review process. 

The views expressed within the Tribal Observer do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tribal Observer, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe, the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council, The Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort or its employees 
or any other enterprise of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. The Tribal Observer works to uphold the highest 
integrity in news reporting and supports the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968. 
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Tribal Observer Advertising 

If you would like to advertise your business, please contact the Tribal Observer at 
989-775-4010 for more information. 

Announcements - Including birthday, wedding, engagement, congratulations, etc., costs $10 and is open to 
Tribal members, community members and employees. Double-sized announcements are $20. 

Political ads - All political ads will be 1/4 page and have a red border stating as such. The cost is $500. Political 
ads may include, but are not limited to: any opinion or advertisement that is political in nature, and/or any Letter 
to the Editor that does not conform to guidelines. 


Tribal Observer Subscription Form 

Please send $30 for the annual subscription. Checks may be made out to SCIT. 


Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip code: 


Please mail form to: 

Tribal Observer 
Attn: Subscriptions 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Contact Information: 

Phone: 989-775-4010 
Email: Observer@Sagchip.org 

www.Sagchip.org/TribalObserver 
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Tribal 


Community ' 


Tribal Council Member Ron Nelson discusses SELC expansion 


(Editor s note: The following 
text is the speech Tribal Council 
District Two Representative 
Ron Nelson, sergeant at-arms, 
prepared during the Thursday, 
June 23 homecoming community 
meeting in the Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort Entertainment 
Hall Nelson discusses the 
Saganing Eagles Landing 
Casino expansion plans.) 

“Aa-nii, Good Morning, 

I would like to update you 
on plans for our Saganing 
Reservation. For many years, 
growth in the Saganing area was 
hindered because of the lack of 
needed infrastructure. 

Under the Cantu 
Administration, the Tribal 


Council made great strides in 
doing a major land purchase plan 
and made the decision to con- 
struct Saganing Eagles Landing 
Casino and do whatever was 
needed to make that happen. 

Under an accelerated plan, we 
completed that project in a seven 
month-record. It was the best 
decision and currently SELC is 
generating 1/3 of the income for 
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe. Without SELC, the eco- 
nomic downturn of 2007 would 
have been devastating to our 
operations. 

With the opening of SELC, it 
was clear that an expansion was 
needed for the area and the Tribe’s 
Project Coordination Team was 
directed to start that plan. 


The fact that we have no com- 
petition on the east side of the 
state, the proximity to 1-75 and 
success of the casino shows that 
additional gaming space and a 
hotel would be successful. 

The market studies were com- 
pleted and showed that at least 
an additional 10 million dollars 
would be generated and that is 
a conservative estimate that we 
expect to beat. The creation of 
200 jobs will bring an economic 
boom to the area and will spur 
further growth. The project will 
feature a 150-room hotel, some 
meeting space, a restaurant and 
an area to provide enough space 
for up to 800 additional games. 

Since opening the casino, we 
constructed the Water and Sewer 


Facility and started the process 
to construct our own electrical 
substation. The sub-station proj- 
ect has been a long process and 
required the Tribe to assert our 
sovereignty with great success. 

The completion of the substa- 
tion and full operation is expected 
to be next spring when we will 
break ground on the expansion. 
This project has been held up for 
many reasons through the years, 
but now I expect to see the project 
completed. 

The Saganing Reservation has 
the potential to become a true 
destination spot focusing on the 
phrase “Up North is closer than 
you think.” 

The infrastructure is now 
available for continued growth 


and we will enter some lucra- 
tive partnership with neighboring 
community to provide the infra- 
structure so badly needed. 

I would like to thank all the 
individuals that brought us to 
this point. That includes our PCT 
team, Construction and Facilities, 
all the directors at both opera- 
tions for their expert input, the 
Saganing Eagle Landing Casino’s 
wonderful staff for providing 
excellent customer service and of 
course the Tribal Council and past 
administrations that have seen the 
vision and supported the project. 

With additional planning and 
support we will see great things in 
the Saganing area for the benefit 
of our Tribe and all our people. 

Chi-Miigwetch.” 


Leaton Road construction changes slated 




JOSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 


The Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe has witnessed 
many infrastructure changes 
throughout the years and 
walking on the dirt road past 
Eleanor and Eli’s wood bridge 
was a contemporary Tribal 
landmark to many. 

As the Reservation has 
grown and traffic has increased 
along with the infrastructure 
needs, it looks like the changes 
made by Leaton Road con- 
struction are slated to continue 
into November. 

Lt. Kelly Babcock of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Police said although the Leaton 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

A piece of history is lost as Larry 
Sprague needed to take down the 
bridge that stood as a contemporary 
Tribal landmark on Leaton Road for 
more than 40 years. 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

The Leaton Road construc- 
tion and drainage project 
took many trees along the 
old Pete Miller property. 

Road construction project is 
a current inconvenience for 
many, the community will 
notice a vast improvement 
upon project completion. 

“The widening, resurfacing, 
and new drainage will drastically 
improve the local transportation 
needs within this area occupied 
by the Tribal community 
and the service access to 
the Nimkee Clinic and 
Andahwod,” Babcock 
said. “The improved 
surfaces and ditch work 
allow for better vision 
by the motoring public 
and pedestrian traffic 
making this area safer 
for all. We, at the Tribal 
Police Department, ask 
that you have patience 
regarding this construc- 
tion zone, in doing so, 
respect all traffic control 


devices put in place to provide 
proper safety for their construc- 
tion employees.” 

Community Engineer 

Donald Seal reported said D.J. 
McQuestion and Sons, Inc. is the 
Prime Contractor for this project. 

“I do not know who they 
have as sub-contractors for the 
project,” Seal said. “The road 
has to be open to traffic by 
Nov. 1 3, 20 1 5 per their contract 
with the Isabella County Road 
Commission. I do know the 
contractor would like to have 
the road open by mid-October; 
however, people need to be 
aware that the more they go 
through the construction zone, 
the more the contractor has to 
slow down their work sched- 
ule. Those small delays will 
hinder the timely completion 
and make it longer for the con- 
tractor to finish the project.” 

Seal said the U.S. Post Office 
mail carrier has requested the 
mail boxes be moved to the 
corner of Remus and Leaton 
roads just outside of the con- 
struction zone and the contrac- 
tor has informed the area resi- 
dents affected of that change. 

Senior Assisted Living 
Administrator Gayle Ruhl said 
all events, including the Sept. 
13 Grandparent’s Day extrava- 
ganza, will not be affected. 


to continue into November 



“Andahwod contin- 
ues all fully-scheduled 
events, activities and 
services to District I 
Elders and Andahwod 
residents,” Ruhl said. 
“Currently, individuals 
may access the build- 
ing from the north end 
of construction with- 
out issues. Accessing 
the Elders living on 
the southern part of 
Leaton Road requires 
use of alternate routes 
off of Shepherd and 
Broomfield roads.” 

The Tribal Observer 
obtained a map through 
the SCIT Public 
Relations Department 
from the contractor 
and engineers involved 
in the project that 
shows the areas affected and 
possible routes. 

“The Tribal Council real- 
izes the temporary inconve- 
nience the re-routing may 
cause motorists and home- 
owners and we respectfully 
ask for their patience as we 
provide a safe work environ- 
ment for all involved,” Public 
Relations Director Frank 
Cloutier said. “When the proj- 
ect is completed, the benefit to 
the infrastructure of the Tribe 


Courtesy of SCIT Public Relations 

A map outlines the project 
location and detour 
signing for re-routing 
through the Reservation. 

and the improvements will 
be well worth these minor 
inconveniences.” 

Tribal Elder Barb Sprague 
said her brother Larry was tak- 
ing down the bridge that many 
were fond of. 

The road construction will 
include a middle turn lane and 
upgrades of the drainage on both 
sides made many homeowners 
aware they would have to move 
obstacles and trees that were 
deemed in the way of the project. 



Dream! 
of a New 
Home? 


Make your dreams come true % % 

with a new ICCU mortgage 

or home equity loan. -rfY\ 

■ecu AAA^ 


Apply Today! 


Isabella Community 
Credit Union 


989.773.5927 • ICCUonline.com 

2400 Isabella Rd • 102 E Broadway • 2100 E Remus, Mt Pleasant 


Need a Lawyer to Protect Your Rights? 


Assaults I Drug Charges I Negligent Homicide I Sex Charges I Fraud 
Embezzlement I Theft I Breaking & Entering I Murder Charges 
Domestic Violence I Drunk Driving I Juvenile Offenses 



989.773.3423 or 800.336.3523 

2305 Hawthorn Dr, Suite C, Mt. Pleasant 

www.josephbarberi.com 


• Former Prosecutor for Isabella County for 12 years 

• Past President of Prosecuting Attorney Association of Michigan 

• Obtained “Not Guilty” verdicts in Homicide, Sexual Assault 
and Drunk Driving Cases 

• Mt. Pleasant Buyer’s Guide/Morning Sun and CM Life 
Newspaper awarded “People’s Choice Award” 

• Voted #1 “Best Attorney” for the last 13 years in a row! 








0% Financing for 72 Months & *$1,000 Rebate 

*See Dealer for details. 


KRAPOHL’S 


WE BUY 

Clean Cars. Trucks & SUV’s 


Visit our website 


1 - 800 - 772-5974 | Mt. Pleasant • 1 Block East of Meijer www.krapohl.com 

for our entire inventory! 


65 YEARS 
STRONG! 


Our Service 
Speaks for Itself! 


Price & Payment $0 Down plus tax, title and doc. Financing 4.9% fixed rate and approved credit. Down payment or trade equity will lower payment. All vehicles subject to prior sale. *See dealer for details. 


2013 Ford Fusion SE 

FWD, Power Steering. #FP065 

72 mos/$296/$i 8,600 


2013 Dodge Charger SXT 

RWD, 4Dr., Sedan. #FT254B 

72 mos/$297/$i 8,650 


2013 Ford Focus SE 

FWD, Winter Pkg. #FP057 

72 mos/$261/$i 6,400 


2012 Chrysler 200 

FWD, Alloy Wheels.#FU059 

72 mos/$267/$i 6,800 


2012 Ford Escape XLT 

FWD, Sync Pkg. #FC001A 

72 mos/$276/$i7,350 


2013 Lincoln MKZ FWD 

Certified. #FP046 

72 mos/$469/$29,450 


2014 Chevrolet Silverado 

1500, 4WD, Ext. Cab. #FU136 

72 mos/$472/$29,600 


2013 Lincoln MKZ FWD 

Certified. #FP045 

72 mos/$492/$30,350 


2012 Jeep Wrangler 

Sahara, Unlimited, 4WD. #FU148 

72 mos/$495/$30,695 


2012 Ford F-150 XLT 

Crew, 4WD, 1 -Owner. #EP035 

72 mos/$508/$30,800 


2012 Ford F-150 Supercab XLT 4X4 

6 Cyl., Ecoboost, Air, Cruise, Tilt, Stereo. 


$29,600 • $474/mo • 72 mos 2014 Ford Flex SEL AWD 


$33,900 • $542/mo • 72 mos 


4 Door, Fully Loaded, Trailor Tow Package, Leather, 20k Miles. 


2013 Chevrolet Silverado 4X4 LT $30,995 •$457/mo* 72 mos 2013 Ford F-150 Supercab XLT 4X4 $32,995 • $528/mo • 72 mos 

8 ft. Box, Regular Cab, V8, Auto, Air, Cruise. 6 Cyl., Ecoboost, Auto, 23k Miles, 1 -Owner. 


2010 Nissan Frontier Pro4X 4X4 

Crew, Off Road, 4.6 Cyl., Running Boards. 


$24,495 • $458/mo • 60 mos 


2013 Ford Flex Limited AWD 

Full Loaded, Syng Moon Roof, Leather, 3k. 


$34,500 * $552/mo • 72 mos 


2013 Ford F-150 Crew Cab XLT 4X4 

5.0 Auto, Air, Leather, Heated Seats, Bedliner. 


$32,900 * $526/mo • 72 mos 


2013 Ford Taurus SEL AWD 

6 Cyl., Auto, Fully Power, Remote Start, 1 -Owner, 20k. 


$22,900 ' $365/mo • 72 mos 


2011 Ford Ranger SuperCab XLT 4X4 $18,950 * $325/mo • 66 mos 2010 Toyota Venza Wagon AWD $20,395 * $380/mo * 60 mos 

6 Cyl., Trailer Tow Package, Running Boards, 64k. 4 Cyl., Auto, Air, Alloy Wheels, Stereo CD. 


2013 Ford F-150 Crew Cab XLT 4X4 

5.0 V8, Auto, Air, Cruise, Tilt, Rear Defrost. 


$30,495 • $496/mo • 72 mos 


2010 Ford Escape XLT 4WD 

6 Cyl., Auto, Air, Tilt, Power Locks & Windows, 59k. 


$14,400 • $268/mo • 60 mos 


2013 Ford F-150 Crew Cab 4X4 FX4 $38,500 • $61 6/mo • 72 mos 2009 Ford Ranger Supercab 4X4 $18,350 *$342/mo • 60 mos 

Ecoboost, Auto, Fully Loaded, Leather. 6 Cyl., Stereo, Trailor Tow Package, Alloy, 43k. 


2011 Ford Edge Limited AWD 

6 Cyl., Auto Full Power, Navigation, Heated Seats. 


$23,800 • $409/mo • 66 mos 


2012 Nissan Frontier SV 4X4 

Crew Cab, Auto, Cruise, Power Locks & Windows. 


$26,250 • $41 9/mo • 72 mos 


★ ★ ★ Check out some of our pre-owned inventory! ★ ★ ★ 


2012 Ford Explorer XLT 

FWD, Trailor Tow. #FP013A 

72 mos/$429/$26,995 


2011 Ford Ranger 

Like New, Low Miles. #FU149 

66 mos/$229/$i 3,378 


2012 Mazda 6i Sport 

FWD, Power Steering. #FU140 

72 mos/$233/$i 4,700 


2007 Ford Ranger XLT 

Ext. Cab, 4WD, #FU151 

48 mos/$339/$i4,895 


2013 Chrysler 200 FWD 

United, 3.6L V6. #FU130 

72 mos/$276/$i 7,450 


r 
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Ford Focus 

★ 


Ford Fusion 
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Tribal Police Officers Ehren and Bailey are running the streets for LETR 



Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police. (Pictured left to right: Renay 
Ehren, Michelle Colwell, Tonia Leaureaux, Ruben Mosqueda, 
Dustin Davis and Scott Bailey.) 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Two Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
police officers are taking it to 
the streets on Sept. 17 for a 
state-wide effort called the Law 
Enforcement Torch Run (LETR). 

Tribal Administrative 
Assistant Michelle Colwell 
said Tribal Police Sergeant 
Scott Bailey and Dispatch/ 
Corrections Officer Renay 
Ehren have been asked to par- 
ticipate in the LETR represent- 
ing the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe. 

“The Torch Run is an annual 
fundraiser for the Michigan 
Special Olympics and the Tribe 
has participated and sponsored 
their events for many years,” 
Colwell said. “We are encour- 
aging our Tribal Operations 


employees to show their sup- 
port by purchasing a T-shirt 
($10 for S-2XL and $15 for 
3XL) and to wear it to work 
on Sept. 17 when the run 
will be going through Mount 
Pleasant. All of the employ- 
ees wearing their LETR shirts 
will be featured in a photo for 
the Tribal website and Tribal 
Facebook page.” 

The LETR is the single larg- 
est grassroots fundraising effort 
for Special Olympics Michigan. 

The Mount Pleasant 
Community Run for LETR will 
take place Sept. 17. The event 
will begin at 2:15 p.m. at the 
old Michigan State Police post 
and finish at 2:35 p.m. with the 
exchange of the torch in front 
of the Special Olympics office. 
The event registration is $25 
and each runner will receive a 
dri-fit T-shirt. 


Lois Arnold, presi- 
dent and CEO of Special 
Olympics Michigan, 
said by getting more 
involved in Michigan’s 
Torch Run program, 
funds are raised and it 
helps create awareness 
for athletes. 

“We appreciate 
our Law Enforcement 
Torch Run support 
immensely,” Arnold 
said. “The money 
raised has an amazing 
and positive impact on 
the lives of our athletes 
and their families.” 

Ehren has been involved in 
the Special Olympics for more 
than 12 years, mostly participat- 
ing in the Summer Games here 
in Mount Pleasant, but expanded 
to the Winter Games for the last 
two years in Grand Traverse. 


“Last year I was able to 
go with the Torch Run Travel 
Team in 14 community runs 
and did the Polar Plunge here 
in Mount Pleasant this winter,” 
Ehren said. “I have developed 
friendships with the athletes, 
families, coaches and fellow 
law enforcement officers and 
look forward to seeing them 
each event. Words cannot 
express what I take away. I 
can only hope that I give half 
as much. I am grateful for 
the opportunity be involved 
in such a capacity and would 
like to thank the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe and the 
Police Department for allow- 
ing this to happen.” 

Bailey views the Special 
Olympics as a great organiza- 
tion that provides for the ath- 
letes more than just a competi- 
tive atmosphere. 

“The Special Olympics pro- 
vides health screenings and 
eye exams and also encourages 
athletes to develop skills that 
will last a lifetime,” Bailey 


said. “With the generosity of 
our community and others 
across the State of Michigan, 
these athletes are forever 
grateful. I have had the honor 
to be involved with Special 
Olympics Law Enforcement 
Torch Run for the last five 
years, participating in sum- 
mer games, polar plunges and 
other events. This year I have 
been invited to participate 
in LETR run week that trav- 
els throughout the state rais- 
ing money and awareness for 
Special Olympics. I am hum- 
bled with the opportunity to 
run in each community as part 
of this fundraising effort. I 
would personally like to thank 
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe for their support and 
generosity in making a differ- 
ence in the athlete’s lives.” 

For more information on 
the Torch Run or to purchase 
your shirt, contact Ehren 
or Bailey at the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Police 
Dispatch at 989 - 775 - 4700 . 


At-Large Department hosts Dream Catcher Class 



Observer photos by Natalie Shattuck 


On Aug. 13, the At-Large Cultural Advisory Committee hosted the Beginner’s 
Dream Catcher Class for the At-Large community. Participants spent the after- 
noon making their own personalized dream catcher and fun was had by all. 
Keep a look out for future mailings from the Cultural Advisory Committee 
on upcoming activities. The Cultural Advisory Committee consists of: Dolly 
Holzhausen, Denny Gould, Patricia Tarkowski and Rick Fowler. 



SCIT At-Large Department 

Fall Meet & Greet 

Sept. 13 , 2015 at the Saganing Tribal Center 

• Registration time: 11:30 a.m. 

• Lunch: Noon followed by discussion time. 

Please come enjoy lunch with us and meet our Benefits Board. 

For more information, please call 1.800.884.6271 
or email: gpung@sagchip.org 



Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe At-Large and Saganing Outreach Program 


At-Large Case Manager 
Outreach Lunch, Learn and Craft! 


Sept. 17, 2015 


11 a.m. -2 p.m. 

Saganing Community Building 


1 1 a.m. | Sign in and welcome 
11:30 a.m. | Lunch and Learn 
12:15 P- m - I Craft: Dance Whistle 

• Family is invited to the lunch and learn. 

• The craft is for the first 75 At-Large Tribal 
Members who register. 


To register, pleace call: 800.884.6271 





nefit Golf Outing 


jm 


l&SIM Mackinaw Rd 
LinwcHod, M3 4E&34 


from U5-I0take the Macki- 
naw Rd Exit and go north Ap- 
prox. 10.3 Milej 


Hosted by the 
At-Large Program and 
David Drysdale, 

Financial Consultant 
September 18, 2015 
8:00am Check in 
9:00am Shotgun start 
Cost includes 18 holes, jfl 
hot dogs on the turn, Lunch V 
and Awards Ceremony 
Prizes for top 3 teams 


Paid registration by , 
September Stir 
Send checks Payable'to; 




' c/o At- Large ‘Program 
7070 E. Broadway 


Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48B58 
Questions call: 


SOD-884-6271 


lTi i i luim 


Uy.l |7 
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Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 

"Working Together for Our Future" 


Tfl "n 

Mourn PkjHSFl. Ml 4SS« 
VUUMTS-Jimfl 

www.gBf.chijKwg 




Communit 



Tribal Observer I September 2015 

Page 8 I Nshwaaswi 


Central Michigan Council of Governments meets on Reservation for the first time 


JOSEP H V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

On Aug. 19, another mile- 
stone happened when the 
Central Michigan Council of 
Governments (CMCOG) met on 
the Reservation for the first time. 

The CMCOG serves local 
area units of government that 
includes townships as well as 
Isabella County, the City of 
Mount Pleasant and the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe. 

SCIT Public Relations Director 
Frank Cloutier introduced Tribal 
Chief Steven Pego who recog- 
nized Council Treasurer Shelly 


Bailey along with fellow Council 
Member Lindy Hunt who joined 
the festivities along with other 
elected officials. 

“It is great to see all the lead- 
ership that came together with 
our Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Council in attendance,” Cloutier 
said. “We invest many dollars in 
the community and it is refresh- 
ing to share how we are building 
infrastructure that benefits all the 
residents in central Michigan. 
For all of the time we have vis- 
ited the other units of government 
at their locations, it is wonderful 
to see everyone enjoying what 
we have on the Reservation. I’m 


Attention Tribal Members 



The SCIT Tribal Council has deemed that the pole bam 
located at 5587 E. Broomfield Rd. is surplus property, there- 
fore; proposals are requested from any interested SCIT 
Tribal Member wishing to acquire and relocate the bam for 
their own use. Please submit proposals to the SCIT Planning 
Department no later than Sept. 24, 2015 at 1 p.m. 


sure many of you will be feel- 
ing lucky and will be spending 
some more time with us at our 
gaming operations.” 

State Senator Judy Emmons 
(R- Sheridan) has been a key- 
note speaker at many legislative 
breakfasts the Tribe has spon- 
sored and welcomes the Tribal 
Council as a key part of what 
happens in her district. 

“It’s all about the cooperation 
and putting your heads together 
and coming up with solutions,” 
Emmons said. “Maybe everyone 
is not going to agree, but hope- 
fully we can get enough buy in 
and come up with ideas that peo- 
ple can support. That is what we 
are trying to do in the legislature 
and we know the Tribe and the 
local units of governments here in 
Isabella County do a good job of 
that. Many of my colleagues real- 
ize the value of what is happening 
up here with everyone working 
together. It’s not an easy process 
for governments to come together 
to allocate funding for projects 
that have a benefit for all. I get to 
see that cooperation happening in 
my district that others legislators 
would like to have.” 

Emmons was quick to com- 
mend Chief Pego and the Tribal 
Council on the success of the 
Native Farmers Market Pavilion. 

“Every community has their 
strengths and when you have a 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Sen. Judy Emmons addresses the Council of Governments 
at the Housing Pavilion as Chief Steven Pego and Council 
Member Lindy Hunt look on. 


Tribe that can operate through 
the labyrinth to bring federal dol- 
lars to a project like the USD A 
assistance in the Native Farmers 
Market... that is a tremendous 
plus,” Emmons said. “The beauty 
of the farmers markets across the 
state is people are starting to rec- 
ognize the value of freshness. We 
can eat healthy for our families 
and it’s good for the consumers 
and it’s good for the farmers who 
make the product. Everyone ben- 
efits and we will be healthier as 
we buy directly from the grower 
as closely as we can.” 

Russ Alwood has served as 
Union Township manager for the 
last three years and in 2012 was 
elected to serve a four-year term. 

Alwood has worked with 
the Tribe during his time as an 
Isabella County commissioner 


and was honored to come 
out to the first Council of 
Governments meeting hosted 
on the Reservation. 

“I believe Union township is 
a great place to live, work, and 
raise a family,” Alwood said. “We 
have been blessed by the Tribe 
helping us with our roads and we 
continue to put over $600,000 
each year to help in keeping 
our Union Township roads safe. 
We have continued to put water 
and sewer infrastructure like the 
Tribe has and we share a similar 
mission for economic develop- 
ment by bringing in new busi- 
ness and expanded the ones we 
have. Union Township has been 
leading the way in growth for 
the past five years and last year 
we were the growth leader for 
Isabella County.” 



Keep your family healthy as the 
school year begins: 

* Fli!I Line of Over the Counter Meds 

* The J II are Treated First 

* FLAVORx Flavored Meds 

* Order Refills Online through Refill Rx 

* Hand Sanitizer & Other Back to School Necessities 


Isabella Sagamok Shell 

2428 S. Leaton Rd. 


# Soaring Eagle 


Isabella 

Sagamok Shell 




m 


Cardinal Pharmacy 

2410 S. Leaton Rd. • 989.317.3700 


Sign up for our Vitamin Club for Kids and receive 
a FREE 30 count bottle of Gummies Children’s 
Multivitamins every month for each child in your 
family between ages 2-12! 


VITAMIN CLUB FOR KIDS 


75t 0FF 


Any Hostess Product 


I Offer expires 9/30/15. Must present coupon at time of purchase, 
i Limit 1 per customer. No copies or facsimiles accepted. 
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Native Farmers Market Pavilion now open to the public every Tuesday 


NATAL IE SH ATTUCK 

Editor 

After much anticipation, 
the Native Farmers Market 
Pavilion is now built and 
open for business every 
Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. until Oct. 13. 

The ribbon cutting cer- 
emony took place at 9:30 
a.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 18 at 
the corner of Broadway and 
Leaton roads. 

Frank Cloutier, public rela- 
tions director for the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe of 
Michigan welcomed guests and 
introduced the Tribal Council. 

Chief Steven Pego then per- 
formed a welcome song. 

The U.S. Dept. of 
Agriculture Rural Development 
State Director for Michigan 
James J. Turner joined Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribal leaders 
and local officials for the grand 
opening of the pavilion. 

“It is great to see the 
pavilion completed in time 
to share this summer’s pro- 
duce,” Turner said. “This 
project demonstrates how 
USDA Rural Development 
is supporting local food net- 
works, economic develop- 
ment and Michigan’s rich 
cultural heritage.” 





Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Tribal Chief Steven Pego, Sub-Chief Lorna Kahgegab Call and 
James J. Turner, U.S. Dept, of Agriculture rural development state 
director, cut the ribbon as Council Members and officials look on. 


USDA Rural 
Development pro- 
vided a $200,000 
Rural Business 
Enterprise Grant 
to the Tribe for the 
pavilion. The proj- 
ect broke ground on 
June 16. 

Tom Kequom, 
construction proj ect 
manager, thanked the 
long list of individu- 
als who helped com- 
plete this project. 

“The first person 
I want to acknowl- 
edge and recognize 
is Jackie Morgan; she is the area 
specialist from the USDA,” 
Kequom said. “She was a lot of 
help. Whether we had a question 
on the grants or the policies, she 
was right there for us. All of the 
committee members have their 
full-time regular jobs and they 
just went above and beyond. All 
the work they do is volunteer 
work. I would like to recognize 
Marcella Hadden; (SCIT) PR 
(Manager), she was really the 
ring leader on the committee. 
Damian Fisher, Sylvia Murray, 
Mary Pelcher, Angela Peters, 
Jessica DeVemey-McLaughlin, 
Shannon Smith and Sally Van 
Cise. It was a pleasure working 
with them, they are a very dedi- 
cated group.” 


The design was completed 
by lead architect Bob Case from 
Case Architecture of Freeland, 
Mich., and the sight work was 
complete by Tim Bebee from 
Central Michigan Surveying & 
Development Co., Inc., accord- 
ing to Kequom. 

“The contractor provid- 
ing general construction 
was Chuck McGuirk from 
McGuirk Sand and Gravel, 
and Mark Garber Builders 
completed the majority of 
framing,” Kequom said. 
“Everything came together, it 
went pretty quick. We did place 
electric entrance on corner for 
a possible future expansion.” 

The market offers every- 
thing from locally-grown 
produce and baked goods to 
Native American beadwork 
and handmade soaps. 

“It feels great to know 
that there will always be a 


designated place for people 
to purchase and sell fresh 
fruits and vegetables here on 
the Isabella Reservation,” 
Hadden said. “Cutting out the 
middle man means fresher 
produce on your dinner table 
and more money in your 
pocket. You can’t get better 
quality, and I’ll take a hand 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Public Relations Manager 
Marcella Hadden served 
as the lead committee 
member for the Native 
Farmers Market Pavilion. 

shake from a farmer any day 
versus a white plastic bag at 
your local super market.” 

Cloutier said the market is a 
benefit for not only the Native 
community, but for the local 
community as a whole. 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

The new Native Farmers Market Pavilion is located at the 
corner of Leaton and Broadway roads. 




Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

James J. Turner is from 
USDA Rural Development, 
which provided the Tribe 
with the $200,000 Rural 
Business Enterprise Grant 
for the pavilion. 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Tom Kequom, construc- 
tion project manager, 
recognizes the individuals 
who assisted in the proj- 
ect completion. 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Chief, Chaplain Jennifer Wassegijig, Kelli 
Fox of Debbie Stabenow’s office and 
Turner share a laugh. 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Locally-grown produce are just 
some of the items offered at the 
market every Tuesday until Oct. 13. 
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Aggressively Defending Your Rights ... 

DWIGH T R. CARPENTER 

T O R N E Y 

Defense Only * Statewide 

Criminal Defense - ALL Courts 
Tribal Court - Defense 
Statewide Referrals for Civil Law Suits 

Over 1,500 Licenses Restored! 

FREE CONSULTATION 

Notary and Power of Attorney Services available 
Bi-weekly per cap assignments can be done in my office 

We have more Native American clients than any other 
attorney in the area because we care!! 

We now accept credit cards. 


989 - 386-4114 

2339 E. Ltidinjrfon Dr. • Clare 
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Pamp family heads to Okaya City, Japan for 50th sister city anniversary 



Courtesy of Kasahara Junichi 

More than 100 residents of Okaya City and 
neighboring Japanese villages came together on 
the banks of Lake Suwa for ceremonies. 


Courtesy of Kasahara Junichi 

Okaya City Mayor, Ryugo Imai holds his turtle shaker 
while Waabanoqua (Judy Pamp) offers a water song on a 
specially-crafted SCIT hand drum. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Ziibiwing Center Assistant 
Director Judy Pamp and her 
family joined Mount Pleasant 
Mayor Jim Holton as the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe of Michigan and the 
City of Mount Pleasant cel- 
ebrated the 50th anniversary 
of the sister city relationship 
with Okaya City, located in the 
Nagano Prefecture in Japan. 

The Pamp family offered a 
smudge and water ceremony 
for Okaya City Mayor Ryugo 
Imai and their community. 

Pamp gifted Imai with a 
hand drum made by Seventh 
Generation artisans Ben Hinmon 
and Lee Ann Ruffino on behalf 
the Tribe while Holton pre- 
sented a sculpture from Mount 
Pleasant artists Cozette Phillips 
and Tybre Newcomer symbol- 
izing the friendship between the 
two cities. 

Tribal delegate Morgan 
Avery held the flag with a gen- 
tleman from Japan as delegate 
Linda Craig held the jug of 
water while Pamp offered the 
water prayer and sang. 

“It was a beautiful cere- 
mony held along Lake Suwa 
as our Tribal drum was gifted 
to the people and the unveil- 
ing of the sculpture was 
given to Okaya from the city 
of Mount Pleasant,” Pamp 
said. “I was honored to share 
the water ceremony with 
the people here and we had 
it translated into Japanese 
to share with all our friends 
back home.” 

The Tribal Observer is 
pleased to offer the words 
spoken by Judy Pamp at the 
Nibiish (Water) Ceremony: 

“The water is sick... peo- 
ple need to really fight for 
that water, to speak for that 


water, to love that water.” — 
Josephine Mandamin, Mother 
Earth water walker and 
Anishinabe elder. 

The Anishnaabek (Ottawa, 
Chippewa or Ojibwe, and 
Potawatomi American Indian 
People) believe Gitchi 
Manidoo (Creator or Great 
Mystery) made Earth first. 
Earth is a woman spirit. 

Shkaakaamikwe (Mother 
Earth) is what we call her as 
she provides for all living things 
on Earth. The water that flows 
through her and on her is used to 
nourish, cleanse and purify her. 

Nibiish is the life blood of 
everything including mankind. 
Water is a spiritual thing. It can 
feel and hear us. It is filled with 
emotions and energy. 

Nibiish makes all life pos- 
sible. We are cradled in water 
in our mother’s womb until it is 
time for us to enter the physical 
realm. Our life has a cycle to be 
followed the same as the sea- 
sons, the moon, and even water 
has its cycle to follow to remain 
strong and healthy. 

The Anishinabe way of life 
given to us from Gitchi Manidoo 
also follows these important 
cycles. We understand all things 
are in constant motion and 
changing. We are connected to all 


things in creation and everything 
in the universe is interrelated. 

Nibiish is integral to 
everything. We thank Gitchi 
Manidoo for all things gifted 
to us including the gift of 
nibiish. 

We lay down the gift of ase- 
maa (tobacco) to give thanks. 
We thank the spirit of water 
for its nourishing properties 
that sustains the plants, ani- 
mals, and mankind. We thank 
the spirit of water for its heal- 
ing properties. We promise 
to help protect nibiish for the 
next seven generations. 

We promise to help keep 
nibiish clean so it can remain 
strong to carry out its purpose. 
Water is sacred and central to 
all living things. Today, we 
pray for the health of nibiish 
and thank the Creator for the 
gift of water. 

Miigwetch Gitchi-Manidoo 
nibiish gaa miinshin! Thank 
you Creator for the water!” 

Gitchi Manidoo! (Great 
Spirit!) Ac ft X ft 

Miigwetch nangwa waam- 
damaa miinwaa ngoding giizh- 
igak. (Today I give thanks for see- 
ing another day.) 0 $ i!£ X. 6 
ti fcz t ito 


Miigwetch kina gego ga- 
miizhyaang. (Thank you for 
everything that you gave us.) 

T < tl fct'* 
X(DZ t it o 

Miigwetch kina gego gaa- 
toowin maampii akiing. (Thank 
you for all the things that you 
put here on earth.) h # tn 

i (Dizi$W [ L i to 

Miigwetch ga-miizhy- 
aang Ngidziimnaanik, 

Ndinwendaagnenaanik miin- 
waa Nwiijkiiyenhnaanik. 
(Thank you for giving us our 
parents, our relatives and our 
friends.) fAiiUWflA 

$ ofcc t^mutto 

Miigwetch Manidook Ode 
Nekeyiing Eyaajik Waabanong, 
Zhaawanong, Epnigishmok miin- 
waa Kiiwedanong. (Thank you 
spirits that are in the East, South, 
West and North.) W ^it<Dt 
it o 

Miigwetch Noodin, Nbiish, 
Mshkode miinwaa Akiing 
Mnidook. (Thank you spirits 
of the Wind, Water, Fire and 
Earth.) JSL /|U t L T 
L it o 


Miigwetch ge’e wesiinhik 
miinwaa bineshiinhik. (Thank you 
also for the animals and birds.) Ml 

M it o 

Miigwetch maanda nbiish, 
Gitchi Manidoo. (Thank you for 
this water, Great Spirit.) 

z.(D&iz$W[Lito 

Ezaakiimagak, wesiinhik mii- 
naa bemaadzidjik mnikwenaa’aa 
maanda nbiish akiing etemagak. 
(The plants, animals and people 
drink this water that’s on earth.) 

^ L TA^ (D 
^(DMOZ (D7fi o 

Miinshinaang 
Nokaadendamowin weweni ji 
maamwi nakiiyaang. (Give us 
peace so that we will work well 
together.) fk tn L 

Naadamooshinaang weweni 
ji maamwi maaseyaang. (Help 
us to walk well together.) fk tz 

§ s i i 

if fc i t o 

Miigwetch Gitchi Manidoo, 
Miigwetch, Miigwetch, 

Miigwetch. (Thank you Great 
Spirit, thank you, thank you, 
thank you.) <2 

2 \L it a 


Soaring Eagle Waterpark’s “Doggie Dayz” raises $2,444 for local animal shelter 


NATALIE SHAT TUCK 

Editor 

The Soaring Eagle Waterpark 
and Hotel gave back to Isabella 
County’s Humane Animal 
Treatment Society once more 
during its “Doggie Dayz” event 
Monday, Aug. 17. 

Patrons received one water- 
park day pass with a $5 donation 
or new pet item, valued at a $5 
minimum. Items included dog/ 
cat food, dog/cat collars, canned 
food, bedding, grooming sup- 
plies and toys. 

That day, from 1-2 p.m. 
and 5-6 p.m., HATS Executive 
Director Summer Dubois 
brought adoptable pets on site 
and educated visitors on HATS. 

“I brought in dogs, one at a 
time, for kids to see and inter- 
act with,” Dubois said. “I also 
presented education on safe 
handling and how to appro- 
priately approach a dog, and 


talked about the shelter and 
what we offer.” 

The event brought in an 
abundance of needed items, and 
raised $2,444. 

“I was amazed to see the 
amount of cash donations, com- 
pared to the prior year and the 
number of goods and animal toys 
received,” said SEWPH General 
Manager Bonnie Sprague. 

Dubois originally thought the 
funds raised would most likely 
go toward both the Colton Fund 
for special needs dogs and the 
Rudd Herron Fund for special 
needs cats. 

“Those funds pay for any 
animal entering the facility 
that has a critical injury requir- 
ing surgical repair or anything 
above and beyond our normal 
standard of care,” Dubois said. 
“We’ve actually had a lot of 
special needs cats entering the 
shelter this year. We’ve had 
several amputation surgeries 
and eye removals this year.” 


Dubois discovered the 
amount raised was the exact 
sum needed to make a much- 
needed purchase: New beds 
for the entire dog kennel. 

Sprague said this was the 
second year the waterpark has 
collaborated with HATS. 

“It was suggested by a team 
member that we get involved 
with the HATS organization just 
to donate back to our commu- 
nity,” Sprague said. “We thought 
it would fit perfectly because we 
have so many children coming 
through our doors, and it would 
give them the opportunity to 
contribute back to the cause.” 

Melissa Mullard, market- 
ing specialist for Migizi EDC, 
played a major role in the plan- 
ning and she was “very happy 
to make the event happen.” 

During the event, Dubois 
brought in the dogs Angel, a 
30-pound terrier mix, and Sage. 

“Sage is a prime example of 
what we do at the shelter and 


what we are about,” Dubois 
said. “Sage came to us about a 
year ago. She had some medi- 
cal issues we needed to sort 
through; she contracted parvo- 
virus as an adult dog, which is 
very difficult for them to recover 
from, but thankfully it took two 
to three months until she made 
a full recovery. She was very 
timid and shut down so we spent 
the last several months working 
with her on confidence building, 
meeting new people, going new 
places and crate training.” 

Dubois appreciates the 
SEWPH team’s hard work. 

“We’re very happy and very 
thankful of the Waterpark and 
Melissa for putting this all 
together,” she said. “It really 
does make a difference and 
we’re happy to continue our 
lifesaving work.” 

The waterpark does not stop 
there with its fundraising efforts. 

Last week, the SEWPH 
wrapped up donations for the 



Courtesy of HATS 

Four-year-old Sage 
was brought in to 
SEWPH during Doggie 
Dayz to interact with 
waterpark guests. 

United Way “Stuff the Bus” 
back to school campaign. In 
December, the SEWPH plans 
to raise money and collect toys 
for the Toys for Tots program. 
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hawk 
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eagle 
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dove 

omiimii 

hummingbird 

nenookaasi 

owl 
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firefly 

waawaatesi 

clothes 
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backpack 

bimiwanaan 

pencil 

ozhibii'iganaak 

paper 

mazina'igan 

student 

gekinoo'amawind 

early morning 

endaso-gigizheb 

breakfast 

gigizhebaawiisini 

school 

gikinoo'amadiiwi gamig 

college 

gabe-gikendasowigamig 

computer 

mazinaabikiweginigan 

cool weather 

dakaayan 

hardwork 

ginzhizhawizi 

succeed 

gaski'ewizi 

wise 

nibwaakaa 
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Nanapacikendan Seek to Learn 


Nichols, John, D, & Nyholm, Earl. A Concise Dictionary of Minnesota Ojibwe. University of Minnesota Press. Minneapolis. 1995. Title by Isabelle Osawamick. 


WHERE ON THE REZ? 


LUST MONTH: 



Do you know where this is? 

Answer the puzzle correctly by 
Sept 17 through e-mail or 
telephone. Your name will go into 
a drawing and one winner will 
receive two free announcements 
in the Tribal Observer. 

Submit Answers To: 

dcantu@sagchip.org 
or call 989-775-4010 





SCIT Powwow Grounds 

Last Month's Winner: 

Kate McCormick 


— 

Tribal Observer 
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Email your submissions to 
observer@sagchip.org or turn 
them in to the Tribal Observer 
office located inside the Tribal 
Operations building. 




dopt a Pet 
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Frenchy is a 2-year-old v v ‘ 

English Staffordshire 
Terrier mix who was Jkll’jl 

originally adopted from 
HATS as a small puppy. 

As Frenchy grew in size, : f - 

so did her energy. This 
sweet girl is looking for 
an active household dedi- 
cated to daily walks or runs. She gets along well 
with some other dogs but would like to meet any 
canine friends before going home. She is crate 
trained and she keeps a very clean kennel. 


'"tWIMHB] 


Pryor is a 2-year-old jP 

Domestic Shorthair/ w -v 

*_ Y 

mix who has been 
with HATS since 
October 2014. He is S 
a quiet gentleman, H 
content to spend his 
time hanging out 
with people. He’s 
not very active, so 

an owner who is also not very active would 
be fine. Afternoons dedicated to Netflix fol- 
lowed by long naps would be ideal for him. 


Available at: The Humane Animal Treatment Society 

1 105 S. Isabella Rd. Mt. Pleasant Hatsweb.org 989.775.0830 Email: isabellahats@gmail.com 

Monday - Friday: 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Saturday: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. I Puppies: $175, Dogs: $160, Cats: $85 Senior Dogs: $100, Cats: $85 



The Wigwam has 
sheltered our ancestors 
from storms and bad 
weather since the dawn 
of time. The wigwam 
has witnessed the 
hardships our people 
have had to endure not 
only through the hands of change and war, but upon our 
strongest enemies, ourselves. The spirit of the wigwam 
does not forget and keeps with it the wisdom to guide the 
souls that have strayed back to a peaceful life. 

Comments or feedback can be sent to: 
wigwam_wisdom@yahoo.com 

*(WW is intended entertainment purposes only. Please make 
sure to seek professional counseling when necessary .) 


Dear WW: I just started to date a woman with a 
young son (Adam) who is six years old. I have 
never been in a relationship that involved a child 
before. How do I handle this? I have not met 
him yet but his mother has told me all about 
him. It seems he has a strained relationship with 
his father due to drugs and alcohol. How do I fit 
in and yet keep my distance at the same time? I 
don’t have kids, so I don’t know if this is for me. 
I really have feelings for this woman and would 
like to take the next step. Step Dad 

Dear Dad: I would not recommend a relation- 
ship with a woman who has a child. You would 
be at a disadvantage because you are walking 
into a relationship that you have no control 
over. An absent parent with drug and alcohol 
problems is a can of worms in itself. I would 
recommend a hands-off approach. The heart 
wants what the heart wants, so if you must 
proceed, please do so slowly. Seek counsel- 
ing, if necessary, to help with specifics on 
dealing with the family dynamics. 


Dear WW: My neighbors are driving me crazy! 
Things used to be so nice and relaxing in my 
neighborhood until the nut cases across the street 
moved in. Please don’t tell me to move, I’ve 
lived here for 10 years and my house will be paid 
off in a couple more years. The problem is all 
the loud teens, music, skateboards and trash all 
over the yard. The other day, one of them was 
riding on a skateboard and ran over my flowers I 
just planted! When I told one of the parents, they 
acted like it was no big deal. I used to love to sit 
out on the porch in the evening but now I can’t 
stand the sight of them. Shut the Door! 

Dear Door: Being a home owner is one of 
the best investments you can have. However, 
bad neighbors can be your worst nightmare. 
There is nothing you can do about kids play- 
ing. You said they were teens so with a little 
patience, they can be grown and out of the 
house in a few years. If you can’t enjoy your 
front porch, why not make the backyard just 
as appealing? I would advise you to do what- 
ever you can to keep the peace. It can be as 
difficult or as peaceful as you make it. 


Dear WW: I am engaged and am ready to set 
the date, but my fiance and I cannot agree on 
a venue. My fiance wants to have a destina- 
tion wedding. I, on the other hand, would like 
to have a big wedding in our hometown with 
our families and friends. I’m not sure what a 
good compromise would be. Wedding Blues 

Dear Blues: What if you had a big, local wed- 
ding and went on a destination honeymoon 
OR have the destination wedding and then a 
large reception when you return for both fam- 
ilies? My concern is that if you can’t decide 
on your first big event, then maybe you’re not 
ready to marry each other. 
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Colwell and Shawboose place in Art Reach's “Art Walk Central 2015” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Tribal Council Member Chip Neyome and his family meets 
with the Tribal artists. (Pictured left to right: Gage Colwell, A.J. 
Smith, Allyssa Shawboose, and Chip and Dana Neyome.) 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

The Colwell family celebrates at the Art Walk Central benefit. 
(Pictured in back row: Alex Otto, Gage Colwell and Breanna 
Colwell. Front row: Parents Jeff and Michelle Colwell.) 


J OSE P H V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

For centuries, Native people 
have been widely acclaimed 
and sought after for their art- 
work and the creativity passed 
down to us from our ancestors. 
Nothing is more inspiring than 
to see young Tribal Members 
hone their craft and to win 
awards in a juried competition 
of their peers. 

On Aug. 19, Tribal sculptor 
Gage Colwell and Tribal photog- 
rapher Allyssa Shawboose joined 
a field of five young artists vying 
for the top honors for the Art 
Walk Central juried competition. 

Art Walk Central is both 
an art competition and an 
art infusion for the central 
Michigan area during August. 
The Mount Pleasant commu- 
nity hosts more than 100 art- 
ists that are eligible to win 
more than $20,000 in prizes 
and votes by the community 
will determine the People's 
Choice award. 

Colwell made his family 
proud by taking second place 
in the People’s Choice cat- 
egory and making the top five 
with Shawboose. 

Shawboose made her mom 
Amy proud by placing second 
in the 2015 juried competi- 
tion. She attended the event 
with her father Vanyork, who 
is an accomplished photogra- 
pher and has won awards for 
his creative photography. 

“It’s an honor to be her 
father but to be her men- 
tor, she is a great student,” 
Vanyork said. “To be with 
her at this event where she 
receives an award is amazing. 
And for her being an artist... 
the sky’s the limit.” 


Tribal Administrative Assistant 
III Michelle Colwell said she is 
extremely proud of her son. 

“Being a 2015 graduate, 
his focus throughout school 
was always sports (football 
and wrestling) and he lacked a 
creative outlet,” Michelle said. 
“So in 2013, when attendance 
dropped in the stone sculpt- 
ing class I was in through the 
Tribe’s Seventh Generation 
program, I asked Gage if he 
wanted to come with me and 
try it. He did and he enjoyed 
it from the start. It’s a dif- 
ficult medium to work with 
and takes a lot of patience 
but we both find it so relax- 
ing. With encouragement from 
his teacher, Ben Hinmon, and 
with his dad Jeff and his whole 
family behind him, he started 
competing in 2013 where Gage 
took got third in the People’s 
Choice and placed second in 
the juried contest.” 

A week prior to the event, Ron 
Platt, an Art Walk Central 2015 
judge of the juried competition, 
shook Gage’s hand and encour- 
aged him to keep sculpting. 

“It was great to meet Mr. 
Platt, and it was an even prouder 
moment for me because this 
man was just that impressed 
with Gage’s talent with it 
being only his third sculpture,” 
Michelle said. “I hope he does 
continue with it and furthers his 
talent regardless if he ever com- 
petes with a future piece again. 
I believe everyone needs a cre- 
ative outlet and with today’s 
stresses and busy lifestyles, it’s 
needed more than ever.” 

Colwell said placing in the 
competition was very special 
to him. 

“I was not much of an art- 
ist before finding out about 
rock sculpting through Seventh 


Generation,” he said. “I 
couldn’t draw, paint, or any- 
thing like that but for some rea- 
son, carving stone just clicked 
with me. I would like to thank 
my mom, dad, sister, and 
extended family and friends for 
their support through the entire 
event and the many hours of 
sculpting. I’d also like to thank 
Ben Hinmon for his instruction, 
creative guidance, and much 
needed criticism. I hope that 
my win this year and in 2013 
will encourage other young 
Native artists to enter their art 
and be proud of what you cre- 
ate and take the chance!” 

Tribal Council Member 
Chip Neyome attended to sup- 
port Colwell and Shawboose 
and was joined by his wife 
Dana and his brother A. J. 
Smith at the event hosted by 
Kraphol Ford. 

“I am so proud of both Gage 
and Alyssa because they are 
examples of what our youth 
can do,” Neyome said. “I do 
have some advice I would like 
to share with our young Tribal 
artists... do it before you die 
and do it often. There’s no 
good reason not to be artistic.” 

SCIT Public Relations 
Manager Marcella Hadden, 
who is owner of Niibing Giizis 
(Summer Moon) Photography, 
was also was one of the three 
Tribal Members entered in the 
competition and reflected on her 
personal experience. 

“I am so proud of our 
Tribal youth who entered 
into the Art Reach-Art Walk 
Central 2015,” Hadden said. 
“It takes a lot of courage to do 
that. I remember how others 
inspired me and that lead me 
to where I am today as a pho- 
tographer. I entered my art in 
the contest just to say I did it. 


As with anything in life, it’s 
not about the finish line, it’s 
about the dance!” 

Both Hadden and Shawboose 
were recently featured in a 
Ziibiwing exhibit that displayed 
their creativity along with other 
community artists who partici- 
pated in Art Walk Central. 

Sales Professional Cheryl 
Weekley complimented the 
Tribe for being a corporate 
sponsor of the program and 
to have Ziibiwing Center 


participate as one of the Art 
Walk Central exhibit areas. 

“Our team at Krapohl Ford 
and Lincoln has been with Art 
Reach from the beginning and 
owner Ron Krapohl and our 
family is honored to host this 
event,” Weekley said. “Art 
Reach is a first class organiza- 
tion that adds distinction and 
culture to our community like 
none other. They are one of the 
things makes us proud to work 
and live in Mount Pleasant.” 


The next serious threat to Great Lakes fisheries 



Courtesy of U.S. Geological Survey 


The Asian carp are an invasive 
species which pose a real danger 
to the Great Lakes. 


AIMAN SHAHPURWALA 

Water Resource Technician 

Asian carp is a prolific fish has 
that can out-compete almost 
all native fish populations once 
introduced into a region. 

Of the Asian carp, silver 
carp is of the most concern. 
These fish are large and aggres- 
sive. They consume massive 
amounts of phytoplankton and 
zooplankton, which is a food 
source that native larval fish 
and mussel species rely on. 

If they are introduced into the 
Great Lakes region, they have 


the potential to greatly alter the 
current food web and threaten 
the habitat of many native 
aquatic species populations. 


Although silver carp 
has not been physically 
found in Michigan, their 
environmental DNA was 
identified in water sam- 
ples from several loca- 
tions in Michigan, includ- 
ing the lower reaches of 
the Kalamazoo River. 

Environmental DNA 
or eDNA is used as an 
early detection method 
of tracking certain spe- 
cies like silver carp. These 
eDNA samples do not give 
information about whether the 
organism was alive or dead, 
one fish or multiple, and the 
exact source of the DNA is 
unknown. The DNA may have 
been transported through other 
means than the fish itself such 
as boats or fish-eating birds. 

Current efforts to protect 
the Great Lakes from silver 
carp include electrical fish bar- 
riers, fences, acoustic barriers, 
strobe lights, high pressure 
sodium lights and more. 

In 2002, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers constructed 


a set of three electrical barriers 
on the Chicago Sanitary and 
Shipping Canal between the 
Great Lakes and Mississippi 
River basins. Although the 
barriers are currently effec- 
tive this is not a permanent 
solution. The barriers are not 
selective to which species are 
affected by it. 

If you have identified an 
Asian carp species in Michigan, 
including silver, bighead, 
and grass carp please report 
immediately to Seth Herbst- 
DNR Fisheries Division at 
herbsts 1 @michigan.gov or 


517-284-5825. You may also 
report it online at www.michi 
gan.gov/asiancarp . 

For more information on this 
article, please contact: Aiman 
Shahpurwala, water resource 
technician at 989-775-4081 or 
ashahpurwala@ sagchip.org. 

Resources for this arti- 
cle: USGS N on-indigenous 
Aquatic Species: nas.er.usgs. 
gov/queries/factsheet. 
aspx?speciesID=549. 

Asian Carp Response in the 
Great Lakes: www.asiancarp. 
us/edna.htm 



"The lawyer in 
your family” 


^Associates, FLLC 

Damian S. Fisher 



Tribal Elder 

grayskypllc@gmail.cam 


215 West Broadway 
(989) 422-5625 



Positions Now Available! 


Apply today at 

www.migiziedc.com 
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DOORS OPEN AT 4:00PM FESTIVAL STARTS AT SPM LIVE MUSIC ALL DAY! I EXCLUSIVE PRIZE DRAWINGS! 
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$40 VIP TICKETS (SEE BOX OFFICE) 
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“Water Warriors” ride in to Eagle Bay Marina for Special Olympics of Michigan 


Chief Pego accepts a plaque on behalf of 
Migizi Economic Development for its contri- 
butions and dedications to Water Warriors 
and Special Olympics Michigan. 


Michelle Pfund of Saganing Eagles Landing 
Casino presents a $1,000 check to Tom 
Chauvin of Water Warriors for Special 
Olympics Michigan. 


RITACHAMPINE 

Support Services Supervisor 

On July 29, Saganing Eagles 
Landing Casino, along with the 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort, 
Saganing Tribal Center, Eagle 
Bay Marina, Migizi Economic 
Development, and Eagle Valley 
Outfitters hosted its third annual 
meet and greet with the “Water 
Warriors” riders and Special 
Olympics athletes. 

At 7:30 a.m., the Water 

Warriors coordinator called to 
ask if the Eagle Bay Marina 
was ready for them. This 

phone call set all the plans 

throughout the past couple 

months into motion. 

Excitement filled the air. This 
was not just a typical ride for the 
Water Warriors; this was their 
25th anniversary. 

The Water Warriors are a 
group of individuals who par- 
ticipate in a five-day, 450-mile 
endurance ride on personal 
watercraft starting at Mackinaw 
City, riding the entire length of 
Lake Huron, the St. Clair River 
and finishing at Harsens Island, 
to raise money for Special 
Olympics Michigan athletes. 

Each rider commits to rais- 
ing at least $1,500 for riding all 
five days. 

What makes this journey such 
a success is not just the endur- 
ance and commitment that each 
of these riders pledge, but the 
support they get from countless 
individuals that make up the land 
crew, those who volunteer on/ 
with spotter boats and fundrais- 
ing events, and seeing the smil- 
ing faces of those athletes, family, 


friends, and community members 
that come out and support them. 

This year’s meet and greet 
was again another huge success! 

There were many activities 
to do for those who arrived 
early and were waiting on 
shore for the Water Warriors’ 
arrival, including a photo booth 
by “Time Honored Occasions” 
owned and operated by Matt 
and Tiffany Rouleau, a large 
slot machine cut-out for those 
who wanted to peek their head 
thru and take a photo, yard 
games, Gizi the Soaring Eagle 
Waterpark and Hotel mascot 
made his appearance and was 
entertaining the crowd. 

SEWPH donated a one- 
night stay with four waterpark 
passes that was given away to 
one lucky winner. 

Welcome banners were scat- 
tered throughout, hot dogs, 
chips, water, ice cream and fruit 
was being served as the guests 
waited for the Water Warriors. 

This year’s ride had pretty 
good weather. The rough- 
est leg for the riders was the 
ride from Tawas to Standish, 
but still the Water Warriors 
pressed on and were excited to 
see the Eagle Bay Marina had 
spotter boat and two pontoon 
boats loaded with some of the 
athletes, friends and honorary 
guests who had ventured out to 
escort them in. 

This year’s athletes not 
only included Area 9 (Bay/ 
Arenac) athletes, but also 
included Area 7 (Isabella) 
athletes. Honorary guests 
included Tribal Chief Steven 
Pego and his wife Mae Pego. 


Chief Pego played his flute 
to calm the rolling waters while 
out on the pontoon and the 
guests aboard that boat were 
very moved and touched by his 
flute playing. 

As the riders approached the 
escort boats, they were wearing 
silly hats and costumes. 

Entering the marina, it was 
noted that an eagle was spot- 
ted off in the distance. The 
spotting of an eagle, as told by 
Mae Pego, is a traditional sign 
of good luck. 

When the riders made it on 
shore, Chief Pego welcomed 
guests with an inviting warm 
speech and a song he played 
on his flute. Two Snowbirds 
Singers then performed a water 
blessing ceremony. 

A large donation check was 
presented by SELC representa- 
tive Michelle Pfund to the Water 
Warriors riders. Reciprocating 
with sponsor plaques to those 
who supported this event was 


given out by Tom Chauvin of 
the Water Warriors. 

Eagle Bay Marina is one 
of the newer stops added to 
the Water Warriors’ 14-stop 
route. This year and last year, 
we were told by many riders 
and the crew that our stop was 
the second favorite stop, being 
edged out just slightly by the 
Port Huron — their home base 
area stop. 

Thank you to those who 
took the time to come out and 
enjoy this event and to those 
many individuals who put in 
time to make this event so suc- 
cessful. A special thank you to 
Chief Pego - for welcoming 
and supporting this event, Mae 


Pego and Beatrice Jackson 
from the Snowbirds - for 
honoring us with your tradi- 
tional blessings, John Gorm - 
Linwood Marina for donating 
your time, gas, and boat. 

For more details on the 
Water Warriors and how to 
become a part of this event 
next year, please visit www. 
somi.org/whoweare/spon- 
sors/waterwarriors.html. At 
press time, Water Warriors 
raised $110,000 and still have 
a few more fundraisers to go. 
This surpasses the previous 
year’s donations. 

Congratulations and what 
a huge support it is for the 
Special Olympics of Michigan. 


SCIT welcomes new police officer 


The Niijkewehn Mentoring Program is currently 
recruiting college student mentors 


The Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe’s Behavioral Health 
Department, along with 
Central Michigan University's 
Native American Programs, 
are working together to pro- 
vide Native American college 
students with an enriching and 
worthwhile opportunity for the 
2015/2016 academic year. 


By participating in Niijkewehn 
Mentoring Program, you will 
have the opportunity to give back 
to your community by supporting 
and enhancing the cultural iden- 
tities and school experiences of 
local Native American youth. 

This very rewarding oppor- 
tunity will require a commit- 
ment of just 90 minutes on one 


afternoon on one day (your 
choice of M, T, W, or Th) each 
week of the semester. 

If you are interested in 
learning more about becom- 
ing a mentor, please contact 
Nichole McLachlan at 989-774- 
3203 Niij@cmich.edu or Alice 
Jo Ricketts at 989-775-4818 
ALRicketts@sagchip. org 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

On Monday, July 27, new Tribal Police Officer Shane 
Waskevich was sworn in by Chief Steven Pego to 
begin to protect and serve the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan. (Pictured left to right, 
front row: Tribal Police Captain Donielle Bannon, 
Tribal Chief Steven Pego and Weskevich. Back row: 
Ogitchedaw Members Jonathan Cabral, Damian 
Fisher and David Perez.) 







WANTED 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
William L. Antrobius 

Specializing in: Tribal Law, and Federal Indian Law; 
Overturning Prior State of Michigan Criminal Convictions For Lack 
of Jurisdiction; Appeals to Tribal, and State Courts; Tribal 
Disenrollment Cases in Tribal Court; Criminal Cases, Juvenile 
Cases, Child Support Reductions, and Child Removal Cases; 
Michigan Prisoner Housing Collection Actions in State Court 

Experience: Former Prosecuting Attorney Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan, and Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the 
Flathead Indian Reservation; Former Public Defender Assiniboine 
Sioux Tribe; Criminal Defense Attorney 

Tribal Affiliation: Member of the Six Nations Tribe, Ontario Canada 


4 * 


Contact: (989) 772-6277 
1 13 W. Broadway, Suite 240 
Mt. Pleasant MI 48858 


Hi 


Day-Winters, PLLC 

• Criminal Law • Drunk Driving • License Restoration 

• Family Law • Divorce • Child Support 

• Tribal Law • Probate Matters • Federal Cases 

Free initial consultation I Payment options available 

989 - 779-9991 



306 E. Broadway St., Suite 4, Mt Pleasant | daywinters@gmail.com 
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Tribal 


Community „ 


Saganing Eagles Landing Casino hosts "Rockin' Rides Car & Bike Show" 



Observer photo by Matthew Wright 


A total of 183 vehicles competed in 29 different classes. 



Observer photo by Matthew Wright 

Guests were able to cast their vote for the 
people's choice category. 


RACHE L RH INES 

Saganing Casino 
Shift Manager 

On Aug. 8, the Saganing Eagles 
Landing Casino held its sec- 
ond “Rockin Rides Car & 
Bike Show.” The morning rain 
impacted the number of reg- 
istered vehicles for the show, 
a total of 183 vehicles braved 
the rain drops, down from 210 
last year. However, once the sun 
came out, the spectator traffic 
really picked up and we saw more 
than 1,000 more people this year. 

This year, there were a vari- 
ety of vendors selling every- 
thing from Girl Scout Cookies 
to motorcycles. 

One vendor was the Shelter 
Angels from Bay City, Mich. 
Shelter Angels rescues animals 
from local animal shelters and 
provides them with medical 
treatment to get them ready for 
their forever home. Through 
fundraising and donations, 
they are able to keep the adop- 
tion fees at a very low cost for 
the new owners. 

Through the exposure at 
the show, the Shelter Angels 
found forever homes for two 
kittens and one cat! For more 
information on the organiza- 
tion, please contact Kathleen at 
shelterangelsinc@gmail.com. 



The Rockin' Rides Car and 
Bike Show featured aerial- 
ists performing acrobatic 
feats for spectators. 

If patrons stopped in during 
the first half of the day, they 
might have caught a glimpse 
of Robert the Human Statue. 
Robert was covered from head 
to toe in bronze color; even his 
eyes were bronze with con- 
tacts. Dressed as a police offi- 
cer, Robert would stand so per- 
fectly still, all who passed by 
would assume he was a statue. 
He would wait for the perfect 
moment to startle onlookers. 

When Robert arrived, he 
was very excited to share 


he had just heard he is 
going to represent the U.S. 
in the 2015 World Living 
Statue Championship in the 
Netherlands in September! 

After Robert was done per- 
forming, the aerialists took 
the field, performing flips, 
and other feats of flexibil- 
ity and grace from a pyramid 
structure. Their strength was 
impressive and they were fun 
to watch. 

Many spectators stopped 
by the Nord Ride Motorsports 
tent to check out the Can Am 
Spyders, including the brand 
new F3 model. 

For those who were inter- 
ested, free test rides on these 
reverse trikes were also avail- 
able. Even Lynn from Z93 and 
Jody from Thunder Roads took 
one for a spin! 

The 183 vehicles competed 
in 29 classes for trophies and 
plaques, all who entered a 
vehicle in the show were able 
to vote for their favorite in 
every class. 

The best in show Car Class 
winner was Joe Garcia with a 
1972 Chevy Nova. Terry Eddy 
took the Best in Truck Class 
Show with his 1959 Chevy 
Apache Pickup. Taking the 
motorcycle class trophy was 
Timothy Shafer with a 1949 
Harley Davidson 45 WL. 


This year, spectators got in 
on the voting, too. Those that 
picked up a $5 premium play 
coupon could cast their vote, 
tallied at the Players Club. 

A total of 226 people voted 
for their favorite vehicle 
and the winner was, Marc 
Henninger from Omer with a 
1967 Chrysler 300. 


Thank you to everyone 
that helped make this year’s 
show a success, especially 
all the wonderful vehicle 
owners that showed off their 
sweet rides, there was such 
a wide variety of vehicles it 
was amazing! We’re already 
starting plans for next year, 
hope to see you there! 



ears, trueks, nans & sins! 


Call John Weiss aid drive teday. 

mmsm; 

er apply online at: www.garberbuick.com 
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■ This is a PAID Political Advertisement * This is a PAID Political Advertisement * 

Re-Elect Council Member 

Chip A. Neyome 

My Vision of Our Future 

My Vision for our Tribe is one of success in both economic development 
and community health; Our Tribe will successfully evaluate financial 
opportunities; our MIGIZI Corporation will be abundantly successful; 
Profits from our Gaming and Migizi Corporation will replenish our Trust 
accounts which will allow us to save for the future while maintaining 
high quality services to members; our cultural programs will be stronger 
than ever; Cultural leaders will be cultivated and their numbers will 
multiply through our continued understanding of the 7 grandfather 
teachings. My vision for our Tribe is one of Health where our Courts, 
Police, ACFS, Behavioral Health & Medical providers begin to see 
a reduction in caseloads; lowering costs over time. Our children will 
be raised in loving cultural homes with a keen understanding of the 
Medicine Wheel. Our leaders will be elected based on Wisdom, Honesty, 
Bravery, Humility, Respect, Love, Truth; not based predominately on 
family or friendship ties. Our future will see cleaner waterways, and a 
more fiercely protected environment; our people will have more access 
to hunting, fishing and gathering activities. I see our people relaxing and 
enjoying the swaying leaves of the oak, maple, and aspen again as we sit 
on the river banks; I see the next generation relaxing in the knowledge 
that past generations have fought to preserve natural resources; and 
that grains grow on our land, a pride in work and a responsibility to 
always prepare our land and resources for our future generations. This 
vision is one of Unity of strength; as we begin to unify and focus our 
positive energy our community will become stronger, healthier, and 
ultimately happier where less drug and alcohol use will take place and 
we will instead support one another in our path along the red road... A 
Reservation where our Elders are truly empowered to impart wisdom 
where our young men are warriors for peace, A Reserve where our 
women are honored and raise healthy children who are protected and 
allowed to grow in the absence of fear and violence. I see our people 
regaining that which was lost and living in abundance; I see our people 
Sharing, Giving, and Helping others. 



This is a PAID Political Advertisement • This is a PAID Political Advertisement * # 
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SEPT. 17 

TICKETS START at *21 



❖ ❖0 


ENTERTAINMENT ROOM PACKAGE 

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS THEN CALL 
877.2.EAGLE.2 TO BOOK YOUR ESCAPE! 


STARTING 

AT 


$249 


First class room. Based on double occupancy. 


- $10 IN PREMIUM PLAY 

- $10 DRINK CREDIT PER PERSON 

- 24-HOUR PASS TO AURORA BUFFET 
PER PERSON (Sun-Thurs 11 AM-11 PM 
Fri-Sat 11 AM-1 2 AM) 


Get your tickets at the Soaring Eagle box office, etix.com, or call 1 .800.51 4. ETIX 
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Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 


KATHY HART 

STEM Recruiter 

First of all, I want to thank all 
the parents for bringing their 
children to STEM Fridays, 
and the children for attending. 
Without the parents and chil- 
dren, it would not have been a 
success. Chi-Miigwech 

I also want to say thank 
you to STEM club students 
(Maureen Rueckert, Bethany 
Tarbell and Irene Lopez- 
Casillas), faculty members 
(Earle Crosswait, Sharyl 


Majorski and Jon Miller), 
staff (Mary Pelcher, Carla 
Sineway, Michele Lussky and 
Marco Angiolini), and student 
volunteers (Christian Jackson 
II and Jennifer Lindstrom) for 
helping out. 

We had some fun and 
exciting activities this sum- 
mer. The children that par- 
ticipated loved it and learned 
about fluid interactions; mak- 
ing flubber, gak and oobleck, 
and water balloons (chemis- 
try); graph and game theory; 
four color problem and secret 



Courtesy of SCTC 

STEM club students and SCTC staff are all smiles and 
give a thumbs up for the STEM Friday fun. 



Courtesy of SCTC 


(Pictured left to right, front row: Anissa, MacKenzie, Kiara, 
Bella and Kayden. Back row: SCTC STEM club student 
Maureen, SCTC STEM recruiter Kathy, SCTC STEM club 
student Irene, SCTC STEM faculty Earle.) 



College STEM Friday was a success 



Courtesy of SCTC 


Students pay the water 
treatment plant a visit. 

codes (math); water quality; 
healthy water eco systems, 
waste water treatment and 
water treatment (biology), 
plant life; producing oxygen, 
herbs, food, and medicines 
(botany); volcanos, students 



Courtesy of SCTC 


The youth learned about 
constellations and 
Ojibwe stories. 

made them, and talked about 
how they form and erupt, 
(geology), stars; learned about 
constellations and Ojibwe sto- 
ries and language (astronomy), 
web page design; learned how 



Courtesy of SCTC 


Students tour the waste 
water treatment site. 

to make a web page on their 
career plan (technology); Lego 
cars, putting them together 
(engineering). 

The highlights were making 
ice cream and erupting volcanos. 


SCTC Student Spotlight: Bethany Tarbell 


KATHY HART 

STEM Recruiter 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal College will be spot- 
lighting a student every 
month throughout the school 
year, this month the student 
spotlight is Bethany Tarbell. 

Bethany is a member 
of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe. She started at 
SCTC as a dual enrolled stu- 
dent while finishing up her 
high school diploma. 

Bethany graduated from 
high school in the fall of 
2014 with 21 college credits. 
She participated in the Youth 
Leadership program through 
higher education receiving an 


incentive for going to school. 

Bethany is an active mem- 
ber of SCTC Stem Club and 
AISES. She is also on stu- 
dent congress as the Great 
Lakes Representative with 
American Indian Higher 
Education Consortium. 

Bethany has been awarded 
two certificates of academic 
excellence and an Eagle Spirit 
Award from the Saginaw 
Chippewa Higher Education 
Department. Mount Pleasant 
Rotary Club also named her the 
October Citizen of the Month. 

She has a Michigan Nursing 
Assistant Certification. She 
plans on graduating from 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
College in May 2016. 



Courtesy of SCTC 


SCIT Member Bethany 
Tarbell currently attends 
the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal College. 



FREE Wild Rice Community 
Education Course (non-credit)! 

Aug. 25 through Dec. 8, 2015 

Discussion/lecture: Tuesdays beginning Aug. 25, 2015 in 
the SCTC Extension Classroom from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

Earn a certificate of participation. 

Lab: A hands-on lab will be offered on some Tuesdays from 
10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., in order to work on materials for ricing. 

Field Experiences: (In relation to the wild ricing season) will be held 
on Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Participants will visit lakes, identify 
stages of mahnoomin and participate in harvest activities. 

Mahnoomin Camp: Held on Oct. 8-10,2015. In conjunction 
with 7th Generation Elijah Elk Cultural Center. 

About the Instructor, Lee Sprague: 

Lee Sprague has been working on Mahnoomin (Wild Rice) restorations efforts featuring climate 
adaptation and management strategies, forest and wetlands bio diversity from an indigenous 
perspective in the Great Lakes as essential to Indigenous communities’ wellbeing and survival resilient 
to climate change. Lee’s family has been working with tribal communities sharing their love and 
knowledge of the food that grows on the water, mahnoomin, is the heart of our Anishinabek 
migration stories, how we came to live in the Great Lakes as Anishinabek. Lee has a long history in 
policy and lobbying efforts at the state, federal and international levels addressing air, water, land, 
energy and economic issues facing tribal peoples in the Great Lakes and nationally, advocating for the 
right to a clean environment as essential to indigenous survival. 



For more information, Mahnoomin class schedule or to register for the course, please contact: 

Mary Pelcher, SCTC Extension Coordinator at mpelcher@sagchip.org or 989.775.4123 





Education is a gift to yourself, your family, and your community. 


Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College is an accredited 
public community college that provides educational 
opportunities reflecting Anishnaabe values. 



SCTC confers associate degrees in: 
-Business 
-Liberal Arts 

-Native American Studies 


o Lowest tuition in the region 
o Student-centered learning 
o Small class sizes of 25 students or less 
o Free Tutoring 
o Financial Aid assistance 
o Caring instructors, friendly campus 


lisda ;::nifa 


WoU Inbhrtc crrnH M Xptihn 


2274 Enterprise Drive Mount Pleasant, Ml 48858 

www.sagchip.edu 
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Eagle Spirit Awards honor 2014-2015 higher education students 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


NATA LIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

In the continued efforts to honor 
higher education recipients, the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
Education and K-12 Program 
held its annual Eagle Spirit 
Award Banquet to honor 2014- 
2015 Tribal students. 

The SCIT Higher Education 
program students were also 
awarded on their academic 
achievements during the last 
school year. 

College Vocational Recruit 
and Support Specialist Betsey 
Alonzo provided the opening 
remarks. 

“SCIT Higher Education 
honors graduates and students 
alike because their hard work 
and dedication to a higher edu- 
cation is an inspiring asset to 
our community,” Alonzo said. 
“These individuals are setting 


excellent examples to all. The 
incentives are to reward stu- 
dents and encourage them to 
keep up the good work. The 
path to a higher education is 
not always an easy one, but 
the opportunities to see so 
many others striving for the 
same goals makes the journey 
appear a little brighter.” 

Tribal Chief Steven Pego 
recognized the students’ efforts. 

“Being on Tribal Council, 
we see that education is the 
biggest thing we need to be 
involved with our Tribal pro- 
grams,” Pego said at the July 
31 event. 

Drummers performed a 
welcome song, Tribal Council 
Chaplain Jennifer Wassegijig 
provided a prayer and the ambi- 
ance became set for a healthy 
dinner with family and friends 
in the Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort ballroom. 


Saginaw Chippewa 
Youth Council and advi- 
sors presented Youth 
Leadership Awards. 

Louanna Bruner, 
interim human 

resources director, 
expressed gratitude to 
the Tribal Council. 

“I have to give a 
big thanks to the Tribal 
Council,” Bruner said. 

“They have recently 
passed a motion that you 
have to earn your high 
school diploma or G.E.D. 
to get your per capita for 
those turning 18. That is 
great, and a good step in 
the right direction.” 

Bruner announced 
each graduate and which 
plaque or award they obtained. 

Two Tribal Members 
received awards for complet- 
ing their master’s degrees: 
Samantha Olson for a Master 
of Science Administration in 
leadership, and Amy Singer 
for a Master of Social Work in 
clinical social work. 

Seven Tribal Members were 
recognized for achieving their 
bachelor’s degrees: Matthew 
Springberg, criminal justice; 
Jerome Pigeon Jr., anthropol- 
ogy; Matthew Bailey, infor- 
mation technology; Kristina 
Simmons, finance; David 


College Vocational Recruit 
and Support Specialist 
Betsey Alonzo shakes Nicole 
Jackson’s hand and presents 
her with an award for acquiring 
her associate degree. 

Allen, hospitality; Stephen 
Raslich, juris doctor; and Eric 
Skutt, accounting. 

Michael Renkema, Nicole 
Jackson and James Starkey 
received an award for acquir- 
ing their associate degrees. 

“It was nice to have so 
many in attendances,” Alonzo 
said. “Tables were full of 
smiles and the room set up was 
enchanting. It was a night to 
relax and enjoy the company 
of family, friends, and peers 
as recognition of each other’s 
academic accomplishments 
was rewarded.” 
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Samantha Olson received 


a plaque for complet- 
ing her Master of Science 
Administration in leadership. 

Alonzo has advice for 
those wanting to enroll in 
the SCIT Higher Education 
Program who have not yet 
made that move. 

“Take that leap, chal- 
lenge yourself, choose to 
be an inspiration to those 
around you,” she said. “Lead 
by example and know that 
there is always room to grow, 
learn, and become more than 
you ever thought you could 
be. The reward in the end 
is so much greater than one 
would imagine. Achieving 
a higher education is life 
changing and all it takes is a 
little courage and dedication 
to a better you.” 


Attention 

The Saginaw Chippewa K- 12/Higher 
Education office has moved to the front of 
the Eagles Nest Tribal Gym. We can now be 
accessed through the double doors facing 
Leaton Road on the west end of the Tribal 
Operations building in the main hallway. 


Experience the fascinating history and rich culture of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan at the Midwest’s Premier American Indian Museum 



Smithsonian magazine * . ^ 

museum day live I 

ZIIBIWING CENTER IS AN OFFICIAL VENUE 


FREE & OPEN 
to the PUBLIC 


MONARCH 

BUTTERFLY 

CELEBRATION 

Anishinabe Culture 
Education • Fun! 





CALL FOR NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN ARTISTS! 
APPLICATIONS DUE BY OCTOBER 17, 2015 

Applications: (989) 775-4750 or www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing 


CIRCLE OF INDIGENOUS ARTS 


GRAND PRIZE: 

$2,500 

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD! 

PLUS 


INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S 
ARTISTIC MERIT AWARDS 


FOUR $1,000 AWARDS! 


November 19-21, 2015 
1 1 :00am - 7:00pm 


Fine Art • Music • Food • Dance 
Children’s Activities • Demonstrations 


charles 

SCHWAB 



Sign-Up NOW 
thru Sept. 22 


Anishinabe 

PERFORMANCE CIRCLE-Fall 2015 

10 th Anniversary Special Offering 

Adult & Youth Dance Classes! 

First Class September 22 • 4:30pm-5:30pm 


• $30 fee / 12 - Week Course 

• Professional Dance Instructors 

• Sewing/Beading beginner class 
available - restrictions apply 

For more information contact: 
Raymond Cadotte (989) 775.4757 
Renata Borton (989) 775.4738 
www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing 


Blue Star Museum ends at Ziibiwing Saturday, September 5 • Reach for the Art in the Sky exhibit closes September 26 
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Native Skywatchers summer program offers star stories and an outdoor movie 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

The highly popular Ziibiwing 
Center Native Skywatchers 
series of educational presenta- 
tions enjoyed a starry, moonlit 
night on July 29 as Native story- 
teller Larry Plamondon shared 
star teachings that have been 
passed down from ancestors. 

Known in many circles by his 
nickname “Pun,” Plamondon 
father was an Ottawa, his 
mother was Ojibwe, and his 
life story of coming home 
to the good teachings of his 
ancestors is chronicled in his 
2004 autobiography “Lost from 
the Ottawa: The Story of the 
Journey Back”. 

Plamondon and his wife 
Patricia live in Barry County, 
Mich., and he travels to librar- 
ies and museums to share the 
star stories that were passed 
down to him. 

One of his teachings focused 
on three visitors who crossed an 
Ojibwe village while hunting 
with their little dog Bright Teeth. 

The hunters lacked the 
knowledge of how to hunt game 
successfully on the Great Lakes 
and they were very hungry. 

The Chief and the members 
of the Tribe invited the hunters 
and Bright Teeth to share in a 
feast of fish, venison, wild rice 


CH ARMAINE SHAWANA 

Contributing Writer 

Our Tribal Freedom Walk started 
back in 1991 when Frank and 
Phyllis Kequom carried the first 
banner. Some community mem- 
bers were fed up with drug deal- 
ers. We wanted to make a state- 
ment to them that they were not 
wanted. 

We wanted a drug-free com- 
munity. So we marched around 
with signs to create a drug-free 
Reservation. 

In 1 996 when I was working as 
the Tribe’s substance abuse direc- 
tor, the Tribal Council passed a set 
of community standards against 
alcohol and drug abuse. 

That was back then and there 
are so many of our people strug- 
gling, even now. The drug and 
alcohol battle continues... 20 
years later. It seems as if now a lot 
of our people are hooked on pre- 
scription pills. 

Actually, it was the treaty 
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Native storyteller Larry 
Plamondon shares a star 
teaching about Nokomis 
Giizis (Grandmother Moon). 

with plenty of Indian corn soup 
and strawberries to go around. 

The Tribe was generous to give 
the hunting party a lodge where 
they could sleep and the warriors 
of the Tribe were going to share 
their hunting knowledge of the 
area with them in the morning. 

Hunters weren’t satisfied with 
eating some fish and venison. 
They wanted bear meat and they 
saw a bear den near the village 
and left their lodge in the middle 
of the night to kill the father and 
mother bear and the cubs that 
lived there. 

The medicine Elder of the 
Tribe who was awake and 
studying the movement of the 


makers that negotiated alcohol 
into our exchange for land. The 
documents are at the Ziibiwing 
Center. Barrels of whiskey were 
used in exchange at the treaty 
negotiations for land. Yes, it’s very 
true, and almost unbelievable. 

It made me angry. It was bad 
enough that we spoke a very 
different language, but to add 
the alcohol...? 

These days, there is a revolu- 
tion in Indian Country. Many 
of our people are “On the Red 
Road,” meaning we are sober and 
drug free. 

It’s really sad what alcohol has 
done to our people. It was a part 
of my life for a long time. It was 
what we did at the time, in the 
early ‘70s. In college, I started my 
alcoholic career. We went to pow- 
wows and got drunk. We all did. . . 
now it’s almost unheard of. 

After quitting, I realized what I 
did when I was drinking. Actually 
teaching my kids, that it was OK, 
to drink and use drugs. 


star ancestors that evening saw 
the hunters leaving with their 
arrows. The medicine Elder, 
like the Chief and many Tribal 
Members in the village were 
bear clan and that is why there 
was no bear meat in their feast. 

The clan teachings tell the 
Ojibwe they should not eat their 
brother. The medicine Elder took 
his bundle and watched as the 
cowardly hunters shot arrows into 
the bear den. 

As Father Bear came out to 
protect the family, the medicine 
Elder reached into his medicine 
bundle and threw medicine on the 
three startled hunters and started 
singing those old songs. 

As the Elder sang and prayed 
for the safety of the bear family, 
the Father Bear started to rise 
into the sky followed by the cow- 
ardly hunters and their little dog 
Bright Teeth. 

The Great Spirit transformed 
the Father Bear into what the 
astronomers now call Ursa Major 
or the Big Dipper. 

The three hunters transformed 
into the three stars that make up 
the handle of the dipper. The little 
dog Bright Teeth transformed into 
the faint star and can be seen on a 
clear night as the star next to the 
end of the handle. 

Central Michigan University 
Physics Professor Glen Williams 
and his wife Karen served as the 


Many of our parents used 
alcohol, and we actually grow up 
thinking it is normal. It has cre- 
ated chaos and discontent in our 
family lives. Almost all of the 
domestic violence stems from the 
use of alcohol and drugs in Indian 
Country. 

But there is a new group of 
survivors of abuse, violence and 
alcoholism. We are the new gen- 
eration; creating hope for our 
children and inventing a new par- 
adigm. It’s a new normal, without 
alcohol and drugs. We can do it; 
we will do it, for our children, 
ourselves, and for our future. 

We can all walk the Red Road, 
there is a new sobriety in Native 
America, together we are strong, 
and look to help one another. 

Many of our people still strug- 
gle, but there are new resources 
today. There are treatment centers. 

There are options for people to 
renew our spirituality, prevention 
programs for ourselves and our 
children. We can all do this. . . 


resident astronomers and brought 
two telescopes to assist with night 
time celestial viewing. 

Aided by their powerful 
telescopes and an impressive 
high-powered star laser pointer, 
Williams was able to help par- 
ticipants view the summer skies 
which included an excellent 
view of Saturn and other stars. 

The evening concluded with 
a big screen showing of episode 
one “Standing up in the Milky 
Way” from the popular Seth 
McFarland Fox Network remake 
of “Cosmos: A Spacetime 
Odyssey” with host Dr. Neil 
deGrasse Tyson. 

As a renowned astrophysicist 
who credits the wonder of Dr. 
Carl Sagan and the 1980 PBS 
program “Cosmos: A Personal 
Journey” for his love of science, 
Tyson took Tribal families on an 
imaginary trip from the dawn of 
time and into the distant future. 

Ziibiwing Assistant Director 
Judy Pamp said the movie was 
filled with facts of the cosmos, 
tidbits of historical facts, and 
breathtaking photos and imag- 
ery to delight and fascinate our 
guests of all ages. 

“It was a beautiful summer 
evening with a clear sky; perfect 
for sitting out under the stars lis- 
tening to Anishinaabek stories 
by storyteller Larry Plamondon,” 
Pamp said. “One could easily 
imagine our ancestors also sit- 
ting outside listening to these 
same stories while gazing up at 
the night sky and the sky world. 



Native Skywatchers were 
treated to a big screen view- 
ing of “COSMOS: A Space- 
Time Odyssey”. 

The movie entertained and 
fascinated our senses to the 
sights, sounds, and emotions 
of our vast universe.” 

Pamp marveled as the Tribal 
youth were excited to be junior 
Native Skywatchers as they 
gazed upon celestial planets 
and stars. 

“It was an honor to have 
CMU Professor Williams and his 
wife join us as they pointed out 
constellations, planets, and stars 
with their powerful laser and 
telescopes,” she said. “This fam- 
ily event as part of our ‘Reach for 
the Art in the Sky’ Exhibit has 
helped to strengthen our knowl- 
edge of the sky realm to include 
the Anishinabe stories and teach- 
ings about the constellations. We 
had about 75 participants who 
left this late night event a little 
sleepy but wanting to leam more 
about our place and connection 
in the universe.” 


Editorial: A revolution in our time... 
the Freedom Walk 


Neighborhood Resource Unit hosts 
a night out to meet local heroes 
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Tribal K9 Police Officer Neil Schiefer talks to visitors dur- 
ing Neighborhood Resource Unit’s Night Out on Saturday, 
Aug. 8 in the Mount Pleasant City Hall parking lot. Tribal 
Police joined the Mount Pleasant Police Department, 
Michigan State Police, Central Michigan University Police, 
Mount Pleasant Fire Department and local officials for 
a night with community heroes. Crafts, car seat safety 
checks, and do-it-yourself home/yard projects by Home 
Depot were provided. The night wrapped up with a 9 p.m. 

Movies by Moonlight showing of “The Lego Movie”. 
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Available for All of Your Central & Northern Michigan Needs! 

No Distance Too Far! | Enjoy Our Wine & Micro Brew Tours In Traverse City! 


Need A Ride? 

We Can Help!! Lift Van Available 


In Vehicle Electronic Credit Card Processing 

For All Major Credit Cards 




VISA 


DISCOVER 


• Casino Runs • Airport Pickup and Drop Off 

• Seniors Airline Vouchers Accepted 

• Work * Corporate Accounts Welcomed 

• Lift Vans Available with Direct Billing 

• Golf Courses * Medical Transportation Services 

• Weddings With Direct Insurance Billing 

• Party Vans 1 

• Bar Runs Facebook Us @ Chippewacabalma 

• Ski Resorts 




NEED PEACE OF MIND? WE CAN HELP!! 


100 S. Mission St. Unit H 

(corner of Mission and Broadway) 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

(989) 775-2000 


COME IN TODAY 
TO GET $50 - $600 FAST! 

Our money is ready 
when you are! 

$10 off fees for new customers 
with on-time payment 

A single deferred presentment transaction is typically for two to four 
weeks. However, borrowers often use these loans over a period of 
months, which can be expensive. Deferred presentment transactions 
are not recommended as long-term financial solutions. 
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Tim McGraw partners with Currington and Bryant for Shotgun Rider Tour 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

The 2015 Shotgun Rider Tour 
brought American country 
music artists Tim McGraw, 
Billy Currington and Chase 
Bryant to Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort for a star- 
studded show. 

Twenty-two-year-old Bryant 
opened the July 26 outdoor sum- 
mer show with his recent hits 
“Little Bit Of You”, “Change 
Your Name”, “Jet Black Pontiac” 
and “Take it On Back”. 

According to chasebryant. 
com, he was raised in Orange 
Grove, Texas. His grandfather 


played piano in Roy Orbison’s 
first two bands, and later, 
for Waylon Jennings. His 
uncles co-founded the group 
Ricochet, and from the time he 
was a kid, Bryant knew all he 
wanted to do was play music. 

He also performed covers of 
Steve Miller Band’s “The Joker”, 
and The Doobie Brothers’ “Takin’ 
It To The Streets”. 

Bom in 1973, William 
Matthew, best recognized as 
Billy Currington, signed to 
Mercury Nashville Records 
in 2003. Since then, he has 
released six studio albums. 

Those albums have pro- 
duced 17 singles, including 
nine number one hits, many of 
which he performed 
for the SECR crowd: 
“That’s How Country 
Boys Roll”, “Don’t 
It”, “Pretty Good at 
Drinkin’ Beer”, “Let Me 
Down Easy”, “People 
Are Crazy”, “Hey Girl”, 
“We Are Tonight” and 
his very first number 
one hit “Must Be Doin’ 
Something Right”. 

Currington ’ s twang 
and pop country music 
style also included 
“It Don’t Hurt Like 
It Used To” on his 
new album, a cover of 
Bruno Mars’ “Uptown 
Funk” and ended a 
crowd-favorite hit, 
“Good Directions”. 

The American coun- 
try music singer/song- 
writer, actor and record 
producer, Tim McGraw, 
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Billy Currington performs his hit 
“That’s How Country Boys Roll”. 
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Twenty-two-year-old Chase Bryant performs 
for the July 26 sold-out Soaring Eagle out- 
door summer concert crowd. 



entered the stage in flashing 
lights while shouting and beat- 
ing his chest in passion. 

Wearing a gray cut-off 
shirt, ripped jeans, black cow- 
boy boots and hat, the arena’s 
energy was instantly upped 
from McGraw’s liveliness and 
the upbeat “Truck Yeah”. 

The bad boy/real good man 
presented hits “Something 
Like That”, “Down on the 
Farm”, “Southern Girl” and 
“Real Good Man”. 

“Good evening, my name’s 
Tim McGraw and these are 
my boys,” he said of his band. 
“You can travel all over the 
world and listen to all kinds 
of music... You could listen to 
pop, you could listen to rap... 
but you’ll never hear what’s 
going to come out of these 
boys right now.” 

While singing “One Of Those 
Nights”, he noticed a little girl 
holding the sign “my grandma 
taught me to love McGraw.” 


Tim McGraw performs during the 
Soaring Eagle stop of his 2015 
Shotgun Rider Tour. 
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McGraw expressed 
he was honored his 
music has passed 
down to genera- 
tions. He brought 
the little girl up on 
stage with him dur- 
ing “Just To See 
You Smile”. 

His showman- 
ship excelled and 
his vocals were on 
point for the ever- 
popular “Diamond 
Rings and Old Bar Stools”, 
“Last Dollar (Fly Away)”, 
“Where The Green Grass 
Grows”, “Shotgun Rider”, “For 
A Little While” and “Just The 
Cowboy In Me”. 

With an old school, funky piano 
intro during “I Like It, I Love It”, 
McGraw changed the lyrics to “I 
ain’t seen the Chippewa’s play a 
game all year” to recognize and 
honor local Central Michigan 
Chippewa pride. 

Onstage, he appeared overly 


self-confident and haughty. 
Backstage, McGraw was 
down-to-earth as he politely 
shook hands and made eye 
contact with each fan. 

The encore began with an 
impressive piano solo which 
lead to McGraw growling and 
hitting high notes to an Elton 
John “Tiny Dancer” cover. 

“Mexicoma” followed with 
“Indian Outlaw” and his num- 
ber one 2004 hit “Live Like You 
Were Dying” closed the show. 


Def Leppard and Tesla bring the “Rock of Ages” to Outdoor Summer Concert Series 



Def Leppard lead singer Joe Elliott (left) and lead 
guitarist Phil Collen opened the night with the hit 
song "Rock! Rock! (Till You Drop)". 


MATTHEW WRIGHT 

Staff Writer 

Pop, rock, metal and memo- 
rable choruses came together 
at the Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort on Tuesday, July 2 1 . The 
bands Tesla and Def Leppard 
helped fans rock the night 
away, as part of the Outdoor 
Summer Concert Series. 

American rock group Tesla 
formed in Sacramento, Calif, in 
1984. The group gained popu- 
larity throughout the ‘80s and 


‘90s beginning with the release 
of their first album “Mechanical 
Resonance” in 1986. 

According to their website, 
the band has released 12 albums, 
which have sales totaling more 
than 14 million. Three of these 
albums have achieved platinum 
status. 

Tesla kicked off the night with 
the single “Edison’s Medicine 
(Man Out of Time)” off their 
1991 album “Psychotic Supper”. 

The band also played the 
hit singles “Hang Tough”, 


“Getting’ Better” and “Mama’s 
Fool”. A highlight of their show 
proved to be performances of 
“Heaven’s Trail (No Way Out)” 
and the classic power rock bal- 
lad “Love Song”. 

The show also included 
“The Way It Is”, “Signs” and 
“Little Suzi”. The show came 
to a close with the hit song 
“Modern Day Cowboy”. 

The English rock band Def 
Leppard is known for their 
polished pop choruses and 
catchy rock licks. Formed 
in Sheffield, UK in 1977, 
they have released 10 studio 
albums spanning throughout 
three decades. 

According to defleppard.com, 
the band has sold more than 100 
million records worldwide. 

After emerging onstage, 
the members of Def Leppard 
immediately raised the energy 
of the crowd with the hit songs 
“Rock! Rock! (Till You Drop)”, 
“Animal” and “Let It Go”. 

Next up was “‘Foolin’’, 
the third single from their 
breakthrough 1983 album 
“Pyromania”, followed by “Love 
Bites” and “Armageddon It”. 

After a solo performance by 
bassist Rick Savage, the rest of 
the band returned to the stage 
to perform “Rock On”, “Two 


Steps Behind” and the heavy 
metal single, “Rocket”. 

Softening it up, the band then 
performed ballads “Bringin' on 
the Heartbreak” and “Hysteria”. 

Saving the best for last, Def 
Leppard played the crowd- 
favorite hit, “Pour Some Sugar 
on Me”. In 2006, the song was 
ranked second on VHl's “100 
Greatest Songs of the ‘80s”. 

The band thrilled audience 
members with a three-part 


encore to close the night. First 
up was the catchy rock anthem 
“Rock of Ages”, followed 
by the hit pop rock melodies 
“Photograph” and “Kings of 
the World”. 

For more information on 
upcoming shows at the Soaring 
Eagle Casino & Resort, visit its 
website at www.soaringeagleca- 
sino.com, “Like” its Facebook 
page or add the Twitter handle 
Soaringeagle777. 
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Tesla lead singer Jeff Keith (left) and lead guitarist 
Frank Hannon perform the hit song "Hang Tough" for 
the sold-out Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort crowd. 
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Toby Keith’s 

NATALIE SH ATTUCK 

Editor 

Toby Keith’s Good Times & 
Pick-Up Lines Tour brought 
him and American country 
music newcomers Tyler Farr 
and Chris Janson to the Aug. 
19 Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort outdoor summer con- 
cert series. 

The fiery and unpredictable 
29-year-old Chris Janson set 
the redneck-edged tone for the 
night. Playing guitar and har- 
monica, Janson carried his own 
unique sound. 

With his wife, Kelly Lynn, he 
wrote the song “Better I Don’t” 
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Chris Janson’s self-released 
single “Buy Me a Boat” 
debuted at No. 33 on the Hot 
Country Songs chart. 


tour draws in good times and pick-up lines 



which peaked at num- 
ber 40 on Country 
Airplay in 2013. 

His self-released 
single “Buy Me a 
Boat” became a hit 
earlier this year. The 
song debuted at No. 33 
on Hot Country Songs. 

Janson has writ- 
ten singles for art- 
ists including Justin 
Moore, Hank Williams 
Jr., Joe Nichols and 
Randy Houser. 

A few days prior, 
he performed with 
Tim McGraw dur- 
ing his Shotgun Rider 
Tour stop in Nashville, 

Tenn. He wrote 
McGraw’s hit “Truck 
Yeah”, which he also per- 
formed for the SECR crowd. 

“Thank you for being so 
kind to us,” Janson said to the 
audience after receiving heavy 
applause. 

Since his first SECR 
appearance last summer, Tyler 
Farr has grown to be more and 
more successful. 

The upbeat “C.O.U.N.T.RY.” 
began his set, with “Ain’t Even 
Drinkin’” and “Whiskey in My 
Water” following. 

The ballad “Suffer in 
Peace”, also the name of his 
newest album (April 2015), 
was performed. 

Farr said his band members 
are all from Nashville, Tenn. 

“We love doing stuff for 
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Toby Keith brought his Good Times & Pick Up Lines Tour 
to Mount Pleasant’s Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort. 
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Tyler Farr, known for hits “Redneck 
Crazy” and “Guy Walks Into a Bar”, 
opened for Toby Keith Aug. 19. 


military folks,” Farr said. “I 
love going hunting with them, 
but I really love going over 
there and playing for them.” 

He then asked anyone who 
has ever served the country 
to stand and raise their hands, 
and for everyone else to look 
around the venue and shake 
their hands and thank them. 

Farr’s emotional delivery 
on “A Guy Walks Into a Bar” 
is brilliant. The song served as 
the lead single to the second 
studio album. The song made 
the fifth-longest climb to num- 
ber one in the Country Airplay 
chart’s 25 -year history, as it 
spent 42 weeks on the chart. 

He left the audience with his 
certified-platinum single and 


stalking ex-boyfriend anthem 
“Redneck Crazy”. 

Keeping the good times 
and pick-up lines theme, a 
scripted video rolled with 
scenes from a Toby Keith 
house party, with cheesy pick- 
up lines from party goers. 

The country music artist put 
on one patriotic show with plenty 
of pyrotechnics and hit songs. 

Keith powered through 
“American Ride”, “Made In 
America”, “I Wanna Talk 
About Me”, “Whiskey Girl” 
and “Beer For My Horses”. 

“I don’t quite know when 
I was here last, but it was 
1452 beers ago, I know that,” 
Keith said referring to the tune 
“Beers Ago”. 


Dressed in a black button 
up shirt, jeans and a cowboy 
hat, and sipping from a “red 
solo cup” throughout the show, 
Keith kept the night casual. 

Other successful fan- 
favorites included “Beer 
For My Horses”, “God Love 
Her”, “Who’s Your Daddy”, 
“As Good As I Once Was”, 
“Should’ve Been a Cowboy”, 
“How Do You Like Me Now”, 
and concluded with “A Little 
Less Talk, A Lot More Action”. 

After hollers, boot stomp- 
ing and whistles, Keith 
returned with his two ultimate 
patriotic songs: “American 
Soldier” and “Courtesy of 
the Red, White and Blue (The 
Angry American)”. 


Comedian, actor and author Bill Engvall entertains Soaring Eagle crowd 
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Blue collar comedian Bill 
Engvall keeps the night 
humorous on Aug. 22 at his 
second SECR appearance. 


J OSEPH V. SOW MICK 

Photojournalist 

It’s the quality of sharing 
humor in everyday situations 
that has made comedian, actor 
and author Bill Engvall one of 
the top comedians today and 
among the busiest. 

Engvall made his second 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort 
appearance on Aug. 22. 

Engvall was an integral part 
of the enormously successful 
“Blue Collar Comedy Tour” 
shows, which are some of the 
most watched movies and spe- 
cials in Comedy Central history. 

His fellow Blue Collar 
comedian friends Jeff 
Foxworthy, Ron White and 
Larry the Cable Guy and oth- 
ers have also graced the SECR 
stage for multiple appearances. 

Engvall recently reunited 
with Foxworthy and Larry 
the Cable Guy on the “Them 
Idiots Whirled Tour”, which 
was filmed as a 2012 special 
for CMT. He is best known 
for the catch phrase of “here’s 
your sign,” and his certified- 
platinum album that topped 
the Billboard comedy charts 
for 15 straight weeks. 

He has hosted numerous 
television shows including 
“Lingo” for the Game Show 
Network, “Country Fried 


Home Videos” for CMT as 
well as several award shows. 

Along with other proj- 
ects, Engvall has narrated a 
documentary for the Speed 
Channel on Darrel Waltrip, 
enjoyed a recurring role on 
TNT series “Hawthorne” and 
played Frank McDowell in 
the Hallmark Channel movie 
“Kiss at Pine Lake.” 

In 1992, Engvall won the 
American Comedy Award for 


“Best Male Stand-up 
Comedian.” 

Born in 

Galveston, Texas, 
the 5 8 -year-old 
Engvall now makes 
his home in south- 
ern California with 
his wife of 32 years 
and their children 
Emily and Travis. 

“And just when 
I thought my fam- 
ily had crazy cov- 
ered, I got married,” 
Engvall said. “And 
over the years, I 
now believe there’s 
no kind of crazy like 
in-laws crazy!” 

A star of the big 
screen as well, Bill 
has appeared in sev- 
eral films including 
“Strawberry Wine”, 
“Bed and Breakfast” , 
as well “Delta Farce” 
with Larry the Cable Guy. 

Erin Stevenson from Mount 
Pleasant was thrilled to meet 
him in person before the show 
and enjoyed her first experi- 
ence seeing his live concert. 

“I loved his ‘Blue Collar 
Comedy Tour’ specials over 
the years and he was so nice 
and a down-to-earth kind of 
guy,” Stevenson said. “His 
show was fantastic and had 
everyone laughing the entire 


time. I would love to see him 
at Soaring Eagle again. I liked 
that he could laugh at himself. 
It was a great show.” 

The audience had many fans 
like Stevenson that brought 
their families with them and 
that made Engvall reminisce 
on stage about some of his 
own family experiences. 

“They still talk about my 
grandma when the tow truck 
drivers get together,” Engvall 
said. “They came out to the 
house one day to help her and 
they still wonder how she got 
that car parked sideways in a 
one car garage. And just when 
I thought that was funny, I 
heard one of my neighbors 
down the street called 911 
because the meals on wheels 
driver was late!” 

Engvall shared a personal 
thank you to everyone in 
Rockford, 111. at the Aug. 21 
taping of “Just Selling Him for 
Parts” via twitter before the show. 

“The title comes from 
the fact that ever since I did 
‘Dancing with the Stars’, I’ve 
had a knee replacement, kid- 
ney stones and I’ve got shin- 
gles, so I told my wife Gail I 
don’t even want to go to the 
doctor anymore because he’s 
just going to look at you and 
say ‘just sell him for parts’,” 
he said. “(Rockford) was a 
great show and the special is 


going to be amazing, and I’m 
glad it’s done because now I 
can relax and do the show at 
Soaring Eagle and not have to 
worry about everything.” 

Engvall shares a lot from the 
stage about his family and is a 
great example that observational 
comedy can be clean and funny. 

“I have been doing this for 35 
years and I have surpassed many 
people who do dirty comedy so 
for me, you look at the lifetime 
of guys like Bob Newhart and 
others who work clean, peo- 
ple want to see that,” he said. 
“Please don’t get me wrong 
because I love a good a dirty 
joke as much as the next person, 
but I don’t want to sit through 75 
to 90 minutes of it because after 
a while people start thinking, 
can he do anything else? When 
you’re clean, you don’t have to 
worry about that.” 

With a wealth of experi- 
ence on both stage and screen, 
Engvall still finds time to 
share advice with others about 
his chosen profession. 

“I always tell young comedi- 
ans that they too can talk about 
whatever you want, but if you 
do it in a clean way, everyone 
goes home happy with a smile 
on their face,” he said. 

Rest assured, Bill Engvall 
left the stage with a sure sign 
of laughter and smiles from an 
appreciative crowd. 






Health 


Fruits 


NANCY CLARK 


MS, RD 

(Editors note: The following 
article is reprinted , with per- 
mission, from The Athletes 
Kitchen, August 2015, writ- 
ten by Sports Nutritionist 
Nancy Clark, MS, RD, and 
submitted by Nimkee s Sally 
Van Cise, RDN, nutritionist. 
Clark has a private practice 
in the Boston-area, where she 
helps both fitness exercisers 
and competitive athletes cre- 
ate winning food plans. Her 
best-selling “Sports Nutrition 
Guidebook ”, and food guides 
for marathoners, cyclists and 
soccer players, as well as 
teaching materials, are avail- 
able at www.nancyclarkrd. 
com. For online and live 
workshops, visit NutritionS- 
portsExe rciseCEUs.com.) 

Feeling ashamed and embar- 
rassed, many of my clients 
“confess” they eat too few 
fruits and vegetables. They 
totally understand fruits and 
veggies are good for their 
health and better than vitamin 
pills, but they can’t figure out 
how to enjoy them more often 
or how to get inspired to learn 
to like them. 

Sound familiar? Maybe 
this article will help you boost 
your intake of these healthful 
sports foods. 

I know I should eat more 
fruit for snacks, but I just 
don’t... When hunger strikes, 


and veggies: 

a piece of fruit is unlikely to 
be your snack of first choice 
because it is not very hearty. 
That is, calorie-dense apple 
pie with ice cream can easily 
be far more appealing than just 
an apple. 

One solution: Plan to make 
the snack heartier by pairing 
fruit with protein. For exam- 
ple, enjoy an apple (or grapes) 
with cheese; smear a banana 
with peanut butter; or combine 
raisins with nuts. Would that 
boost the snack-appeal? 

How many fruits/veggies 
are enough? Ideally, you 
should eat a fruit or vegetable 
at each meal. If you don't/ 
won’t/ can’t do that, at least 
eat a pile of veggies with din- 
ner to compensate for no pro- 
duce at the other meals. 

You could also create a 
loaded smoothie at breakfast 
that has enough fruit (and veg) 
for the whole day. Other sug- 
gestions include: 

• Breakfast: Large banana 
on cereal; lots of berries in 
yogurt; tall glass of orange 
juice. 

• Lunch: Extra tomato and 
spinach in a wrap; big bowl of 
fruit salad; large apple (with 
cheese) for dessert. 

• Snacks: Tart cherry, grape 
or blueberry juice; banana 
(with peanut butter); dates; 
dried pineapple; V-8 juice. 

• Dinner: Pre-dinner, 

munchies: Baby carrots (with 
hummus), cherry tomatoes; 
at dinner: Big pile of cooked 
veggies; extra-large side salad. 
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too few? 


What if I don’t like kale? Although kale is nutrient-rich, it is not the only green veg- 
etable with health-value. Here’s how some green veggies compare, based on a 50-calorie 
cooked portion. (Note: “%” = Percentage of the amount you should consume each day). 

Vegetable (50 calories) 

Vitamin A 

Vitamin C 

Calcium 

Magnesium 

Folate 

Kale (1.5 cups) 

188% 

106% 

14% 

n% 

6% 

Spinach (1.25 cups) 

167% 

30% 

30% 

63% 

82% 

Broccoli (1.5 cups) 

16% 

125% 

6% 

10% 

40% 

Asparagus (1.25 cups) 

16% 

23% 

5% 

10% 

183% 


The more you eat, the 
more nutrients you get. 

Eight ounces of orange juice 
offers all the vitamin C you 
need for the day. So does one 
stalk of cooked broccoli and 
half a green pepper. Could 
you consume a taller glass of 
OJ, a bigger pile of broccoli, 
or munch on a whole pepper 
(like you’d eat an apple)? 
You’d consume double the 
vitamin C — plus electrolytes 
and many other health-boost- 
ing compounds. 

Don’t like many veggies? 
Because fruits and vegetables 
offer similar nutrients, you can 
swap one for the other. That is, 
if you don't enjoy red toma- 
toes, at least try to have red 
strawberries, red apples or red 
peppers. In general, you want 
to consume a variety of colors 
of fruits and/or veggies — and 
enjoy a rainbow of health: 


Interim Member Needed 


For the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Health Board. 

We are in need of one Health Advisory Board Member. 


1. ) Must be a member of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 

of Michigan. 

2. ) Must be at least 18 years of age. 

3. ) Must have strong interests in the health services provided and the 

health problems within the Saginaw Chippewa Community. 

Meetings are held once a month and a stipend is given for each meeting 
attended (If eligible). Term of office is temporary with Tribal Council approval. 

If you have any questions, please call Michelle at 989.775.4602 


If interested: 

Write a short letter 
stating why you feel you 
would make a good 
Health Board Member. 

Mail or bring to the 
Nimkee Clinic: 

Attention: Michelle George 
2591 South Leaton Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI. 48858 

*Please include your phone 
number or a contact person. 
*When the letters are 
received at the end of the 
time period they are given 
to Tribal Council to make 
the final decision. 


Nimkee Fitness Center Group Exercise Schedule September 2015 


Time 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

8 a.m. 

Aqua Fit 
Sharon 


Aqua Fit 
Sharon 


Aqua Fit 
Sharon 

12:10 p.m. 

Women Weight 
Training 

Jayme 

Suspension 

Training 

Jayme 

Warrior 

Wednesday 

Jaden 

Women Weight 
Training 

Jayme 


1:10 p.m. 



Turbo Kick 

Beth 


Turbo Kick 
Jayme 

5:10 p.m. 

Beginner's Running 
Jayme 

Kick & Step 

Jeni 

Beginner's Running 
Jayme 



5:30 p.m. 



Belly Dance 
Deanna 




• Red: Strawberries, apples, 
watermelon, tomato 

• Orange: Oranges, mango, 
papaya, sweet potato 

• Yellow: Pineapple, 

peaches, summer squash 

• Blue/Purple: Blueberry, 
plums, eggplant, purple grapes 

• Green: Kiwi, honeydew 
melon, green grapes, broccoli, 
spinach, kale, peppers 

• White: Banana, onion, 
potato, cauliflower 

But they rot... Many ath- 
letes live alone, rarely cook, 
and get tired of wasting money 
tossing out rotten produce. If 
that’s your case, some solu- 
tions include: 

• Buy bags of frozen veg- 
etables and fruits (freezing 
retains the nutrients); even 
canned ones are nourishing. 

• Buy the desired portion 
of greens and other salad (or 
stir-fry) ingredients at the 
salad bar. Instead of buying 
a whole head of lettuce, of 
which half might end up rot- 
ting in your refrigerator, buy 
just what you need. 

• Cook enough veggies for 
several days. For example, 


bake several sweet potatoes at 
once, or make a big pot of rata- 
touille with eggplant, toma- 
toes, zucchini and onion. 

Can I eat too many fruits 
and vegetables? Doubtful, 
unless you eat them to the exclu- 
sion of other foods. For example: 

• If your dinner is just rice 
with stir-fried veggies (no 
tofu, chicken, or protein- 
rich food), the meal lacks 
adequate protein to build and 
repair muscles. 

Solution: Either add a pro- 
tein, include a glass of milk 
with the meal, or enjoy Greek 
yogurt for dessert. 

• If you follow a Paleo-type 
diet and eat just protein and 
veggies for meals (no grain), 
your meal could easily lack 
adequate carbs to refuel from 
hard exercise. 

Solution: Include starchy 
root vegetables, such as car- 
rots and beets. 

• If you are a vegetarian and 
prepare pasta with just tomato 
sauce (no meatballs), the meal 
lacks protein. 

Solution: Choose protein- 
enriched pasta and add a salad 
with beans, nuts, extra cheese. 



sen 
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Nimkee Nutritionist Sally Van Cise offers a simple recipe that is hard to "beet" 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Elder Vera Hinmon (left) loves Chef 
Sally Van Cise's beet recipe. 


J OSEPH V. SOW MICK 

Photojournalist 

There’s always a new taste 
sensation that can be found 
at the weekly Tuesday Native 
Farmers Market and on Aug. 
11 Nimkee Nutritionist Sally 
Van Cise offered a simple 
recipe that is hard to beet 
(pun intended). 

“I had to try this, guessing it 
would be unusual for many,” Van 
Cise said. “I actually have never 
liked the canned pickled beets, 
but I do love beets. I think they 
are a vegetable that offers a bit of 
the sweetness of a carrot, com- 
bined with a bit of earthiness.” 

In her beet recipe, Van Cise 
said beets are very easy to cook 
and they can be boiled, steamed 
or roasted. 



Tribal youth Kayden 
Weekley enjoys the beets 
while listening to beats. 


Sally’s Beet Recipe: 

Cut off the greens ( save these 
for cooking later!) and the root, 
rinse off, and throw in the pot. 
There is no need to peel ahead 
of time! The beets cook quickly, 
depending on size (a medium 
beets takes about 20 minutes if 
boiling). Like many vegetables, 
test if they are done by piercing 


them with a fork. The beets 
should be tender all the way 
through. Once they are cool 
enough to handle, simply slip 
the skin off with your hand, and 
there is your beet, ready to eat 
or prepare further! 

Tribal youth Kayden Weekley 
had his first encounter with the 
tasty beet red vegetable. 

“I wasn’t sure at first, but the 
beets were pretty good and it’s 
always amazing to see the new 
things they have at the market,” 
Weekley said. 

Tribal Member Jacqueline 
Graveratte came to the Native 
Farmers Market for the first time 
and jumped right in line for the 
impromptu beets tasting. 

“I think it’s good and has a 
more sour, vinegar taste to it, and 
I think others will like it too,” 


Graveratte said. 

“This is a good 
opportunity for 
everyone to get 
out and try what 
these booths have 
to offer. Besides, 
you have to like all 
the free samples!” 

Graveratte had 
to ask the million 
dollar question 
that any nutri- 
tionist would like 
to hear. 

“Are they nutritious? You 
bet. . . they are a low-starch veg- 
gie, with antioxidant benefits, 
among several attributes,” Van 
Cise said. “I do advise caution for 
all the beet eaters because beet 
juice will permanently stain your 
clothes. In fact, it can be used as a 
natural dye!” 

Elder and Native Market ven- 
dor Vera Hinmon said it wasn’t 
her first experience trying the 
highly nutritious vegetable. 

“I happen to like beets and 
I really like this easy recipe 
that Sally brought with her, and 
it’s very tasty,” Hinmon said. 
“Trying something new is always 
fun and the youth... will enjoy 
eating this vegetable like I have 
over the years.” 

Vendors at the Aug. 1 1 
Native Farmers Market 
included the Cosmic Kitchen 


selling quesadillas and wraps; 
Vermeesch Farms selling can- 
ning tomatoes, com, radishes 
and cucumbers; Spanky’s Kettle 
Com; Papa’s Pumpkin Patch 
selling sweet com, tomatoes, 
peaches, honey sticks and home- 
made fruit bread; Bush Products 
selling remix jewelry and shell 
earrings, wood and copper items 
and braids of sweetgrass; Love 
That Soap selling handcrafted 
soap bars of sweetgrass and 
sage; Kabob Stop selling beef 
and chicken kabobs; Real Food 
Grows selling handcrafted walk- 
ing sticks and fresh produce; 
Rittmaier selling beadwork, key 
chains, necklaces, bracelets and 
chokers; Hinmon Handmade 
Doll Clothes selling doll 
clothes including fancy shawl 
and traditional outfits for 18” 
dolls and Helen’s Eggs selling 
farm fresh eggs. 


Breast cancer awareness Feather Link Tea crafters 


JUDY DAVIS 

Nimkee Women's Health 

In celebration of the 20th annual, Nimkee 
Women’s Health will be holding its Feather 
Link Tea this year on Tuesday, Oct. 13. 

We would like to invite all crafters 
including community members, friends, 
and employees to contribute items to 
our silent auction benefiting Community 


Cancer Services. 

Items can be dropped off at Nimkee 
Public Health any time prior to the event if 
you wish recognition in our program; or to 
the Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort conven- 
tion area on the day of the event. We are 
accepting all handmade items. 

Please contact Judy at 989-775-4629 or 
Jenna at 989-775-4604 for more informa- 
tion. We appreciate your donations! 


^ Hea/r/, p 
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Behavioral Health 

PROGRAMS 

Nog-da-win-da-meg • “Taking care of one another” 


2800 S. Shepherd Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant MI, 48858 

989 - 775-4850 

www.sagchip.org/behavioralhealth 


Outpatient Services 

The outpatient program strives to meet the needs of the Anishi- 
nabek population of children, adolescents, adults and the elderly 
through the delivery of integrated services. This program is guid- 
ed by ideals and principles that are reflective of the Anishinabek 
values and beliefs. 

There are many reasons why an individual may need mental 
health counseling. He or she may have a chemical imbalance 
that is making it difficult to function, which can be aided 
through drugs but may also require some form of talk therapy. 
There may be unresolved trauma that is plaguing an individual. 
In nearly any case where a psychological issue is making daily 
functioning a problem, mental health counseling can help. 

• Individual Adult Counseling & Couples Therapy 

• Early Recovery Skills/Basic Education Group 

• Individual Child & Adolescent Counseling 

• Anger Management Education 

• Intensive Outpatient Counseling 

• Batterers’ Intervention Group 

• Transitional Supportive Living 

• Anger Management Group 

• Anishinabek Helping Healer 

• Traditional Practitioner 

• Gambling Addiction Counseling 

• Adolescent Substance Abuse Group 

• Parent Counseling 

• Group Counseling 

• DBT Group 

• Family Counseling 

• Women’s Support Group 

• Case Management Services 

• Psychiatric Services 

• School-Based Counseling 


Residential Services 

Located in the heart of the Isabella Reservation, we offer 
community-based programs catering to the needs of Native 
Americans who want to begin a journey to recovery. 
Programming is based on the twelve steps and incorporates 
the cultural and traditional process. Residents are exposed to 
the Ojibwe language, ceremonies, Native values and historical 
contexts through our cultural curriculum which is supported by 
our clinical approaches. 

Program Goals: 

• Promote balance and harmony within individuals and the community. 

• Provide services aimed at reducing personal, family, social, physical, 
emotional and spiritual distress to individuals. 

• Provide an environment that is met with honesty, humility, love, 
truthfulness, bravery, respect and wisdom. 

• Provide documentation and evaluation of services pertaining to all clients’ 
activities, planning, management, support services and training. 


Nami Migizi Nangwiihgan 

“Under the Eagle Wing” 

The purpose of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan’s 
domestic violence program is to assist those affected by domestic 
violence in finding another path without abuse. 

Individual needs will be addressed by utilizing emergency 
transportation to other shelters and case management services. 
We are dedicated to providing resources, safety and advocacy to 
ensure the physical, mental, spiritual and emotional well-being 
of families victimized by violence. In order to achieve balance 
and independence, we as a community, need to re-establish a 
support network of services and resources. 

The domestic violence services are open to anyone who is a 
victim of domestic violence, sexual assault and/or stalking. 

• Batterers’ Intervention Program • Cultural Sensitivity 

• 24/7 Support • Confidentiality/Privacy 

• Group Therapy • Victim Advocacy 

• Individual Therapy • Education and Outreach 

• Case Management 


Provide coordinated professional referral sources as a network of 
recovery support linkages. 


Struggling? 

Mondays: 5:30-7 p.m. (Dinner on your own) 

Fridays: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. (Light lunch included) 


Come when you can! As often as you want! 

Need Support? Need skill reminders? 

Topics covered include: 

Join us at RTC-Behavioral Health for the 

Drop-in Relapse Prevention Group 

Red Road teachings, step work, relapse prevention 
skills, mindfulness, medicine wheel teachings and case 
management services. 
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The 2015 Glow Run 5K receives Pure Michigan FITness Endorsement 


(Editors note: The following 
article is provided by Central 
Michigan District Health 
Department “Promoting 

Healthy Families , Healthy 
Communities. ” This article has 
been submitted by Andahwod. 
For more information, please 
call 989-773-5921 ext. 8409.) 

The Governor’s Council on 
physical fitness, health and 
sports and the Michigan Fitness 
Foundation have endorsed “Get 
Your Glow On: The Glow Run 
2015 5K” as a quality, physi- 
cal activity event through the 
Pure Michigan FITness Series 
endorsement program. 

Central Michigan District 
Health Department (CMDHD) 
is committed to the belief that all 
people have dignity and worth 
and are entitled to the highest 
quality of life by providing a 
voice, leadership, education, 
medical and support services for 
those people affected and living 
with HIV /AIDS. 


The Get Glowing Glow 
Run is aimed to raise funds 
to help people who have been 
diagnosed and living with 
HIV/AIDS within CMDHD’s 
program service area by pro- 
viding comprehensive sup- 
port, including medical care, 
case management, and social 
service referrals to address 
needs like insurance, primary 
medical care, food, housing, 
transportation and counseling. 

This year’s fundraiser is a 
competitive, 5K chip-timed 
run or a 5K fun walk held at 
Island Park in Mount Pleasant 
on Sept. 11. 

Medals will be given out to 
first place male and female run- 
ners in all age groups. The first 
150 participants will receive a 
choice gift of a runner’s head- 
lamp or handheld flashlight 
(while various supplies last). We 
encourage racers and spectators 
to come in their glow attire. 

This is a family-friendly event 
so we encourage all age groups 


SEPTEMBER 2015 
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to attend. To register, log onto 
runsignup.com/Race/MI/Moun 
tPleasant/5KGetYourGlowOn 
and sign up. Pre-registration is 
$25 or $30 the day of the race. 
Kindergarten through 12th grade 
pre-registration is $10 or $15 the 
day of the race. 

Registration/check in will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. on the day 
of the race and the run will 
begin at 8 p.m. 

The racers will be eligible 
for the lottery drawing of the 


Mackinac Bridge Labor Day 
Run of 2016. More informa- 
tion is available by calling 
Patti Nowak at 989-773-5921 
ext. 8460. 

The Pure Michigan FITness 
Series program endorses local, 
regional and statewide events 
that are consistent with the 
Governor’s Council and the 
Michigan Fitness Foundation 
mission to promote healthy 
choices while offering a physi- 
cal activity event that is open 


to all participants, regardless 
of skill level or age. 

“By endorsing local events, 
we have the opportunity to 
highlight the positive impact 
of incorporating physical 
activity into your daily life,” 
said Mike Maisner, vice presi- 
dent of Active Communities. 
“Pure Michigan FITness 
events promote physical activ- 
ity for individuals and com- 
munities while providing a fun 
way for us all to get moving.” 


What to look for in a medical alert system 


(Editor s note: The following 
information was taken from 
ConsumersReport. org from 
“What to look for in a medical 
alert system: They offer peace 
of mind, but the costs can add 
up. ” This article was submitted 
by Andahwod Elder Services.) 

Television viewers may have seen 
the commercial about the elder 
who said, “Help I’ve fallen and I 
can’t get up.” As we grow older, 
thoughts about getting a medical 
alert system may occur, but what 
criteria should one consider when 
choosing a medical alert system? 

Here is a list of criteria to 
keep in mind when choosing a 
medical alert system. 

• Does it works for a user f s 
specific disability? For exam- 
ple, a stroke survivor may need 
a device he or she can activate 
with one hand. 

• Does it offer a choice of a 
wristband and/or neck pen- 
dant? Cords worn around the 
neck can pose a strangulation 
risk; wristbands may irritate 
those with skin ailments. 

• Does it include help but- 
tons that can be wall-mounted 


near the floor in multiple rooms 
in case the user falls and isn’t 
wearing the pendant? 

• Does it offer multiple 
choices? For whom to contact if 
you need help, from emergency 
services to a friend or relative 
who lives nearby. 

• Does it have a battery 
backup in case of a power 
failure? 

• Can the base station be 
contacted from anywhere on 
your property? Even in your 
yard or at your mailbox? 

• Does the company have 
its own monitoring center, in 
the U.S., and employs its own 
trained emergency operators 
(rather than contracting that 
function out?) 

• Has the monitoring center 
been certified by Underwriters 
Laboratories (UL), a nonprofit 
safety and consulting company? 

In addition, here’s more 
to consider before you have a 
medical alert system installed: 

1 . Does it work when you are 
traveling away from home? 

2. Will it place a call to local 
911 services if you’re out of 
your normal service range? 


3. What services are included 
and what services are there extra 
fees for? 

4. If the user dies or goes into 
around-the-clock nursing care, 
can the contract be voided? 

5. What are your payment 
plan options? 

6. Is the device and company 
certified by ETL, a standards- 
testing organization? 

If you are considering getting 
a medical alert system for your 
home, or if you are on the go 
and are considering something 
mobile, the Andahwod Elders 
Services case manager or Elders 
advocate can assist you with 
researching your options, mak- 
ing the appointment with the 
company you choose, and being 
that extra set of ears to listen to 
the person selling and installing 
the device. 

Keep in mind that some cell 
phone companies are beginning 
to offer this service for those 
elders that are on the go. Please 
call Julie at 989-775-4306 or 
Estella at 989-775-4307 if you 
need assistance. More infor- 
mation can be found at www. 
SeniorsList.com 


The Andahwod Elders enjoy a “Taste of the Rez” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Vanessa Sprague prepares to 
ladle out a healthy helping. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

That guy that said “no soup 
for you” from a “Seinfeld” 
episode wasn’t around, so the 
Andahwod Elders and com- 
munity enjoyed a “Taste of the 
Rez” on Aug. 21. 

The homemade efforts of 
three master chefs competed 
for bragging rights and gift 
cards while judges rated the 
soups on an independent point 
based system. 

The 1 1 soup connoisseurs 
included Duane Pelcher, Joe 
Kequom, Phyllis Kequom, 


Sue Kequom, Mike 
McCreery, Marilyn 

Bailey, Dolly Rueckert, 
Vanessa Sprague, Jennifer 
Lindstrom, Jeff Colwell 
and Joe Sowmick. 

Andahwod Assistant 
Elder’s Advocate Estella 
Halliwill announced 
the first place winner 
of the contest was Barb 
Sprague with her vegeta- 
ble soup creation. 

Second place hon- 
ors went to Carole Tally and 
her potato soup entry, while 
Dianna Chamberlain took 
third with her traditional wild 
rice mushroom soup. 


Please congratulate the win- 
ners if you see them around the 
Rez and maybe they will share 
their award-winning recipe 
with you (or maybe not). 



Andahwod Events - September 2015 


Jewelry with Kay 

September 1 at 1 p.m. 

Language Bingo 

September 3 at 1 p.m. 

Elders Breakfast 

September 9 & 23 at 9 a.m. 


Grandparents Day Extravaganza 

September 13 at 2 p.m. 

Bingo with Friends Trip to Saganing 

September 15 at 9 a.m. 

** Activities and events are subject to change. 





LAST CHANCE 

TO WIN YOUR SHARE OF 


IN PREMIUM PLAY! 


SATURDAYS & MONDAYS 

10AM-10PM I ENDS SEPTEMBER 28 

DRAWINGS EVERY HALF-HOUR! 


CASINO & RESORT® 

. Pleasant, Ml • 1.877.2.EAGLE.2 • SoaringEagleCasino.com 4^ ^ (0) 


MAKE IT THE BEST SUMMER EVER! 

Enjoy the final days of summer by winning big! Every 
Saturday and Monday, from 10AM to 10PM, 4 lucky 
winners every half-hour will win $500 in Premium Play 
So make it a September to remember! 


7PM-9PM I EVERY FRIDAY IN SEPTEMBER 

DRAWINGS EVERY HOUR! 

FORD FOCUS DRAWING 10PM 


The road to winning goes through Standish, Michigan! 
Fridays in September, you could win a fortune in cash, 
Premium Play or the grand prize: a brand new, Ford 
Focus! We're giving away a new car every week! 




Standish, 


Saganing 
Eagles Jjmding 
Casino’ 

1.888.7.EAGLE.7 Saganing-EaglesLanding.com 




Soari 


LABOR DAY BINGO! 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 1 :30PM SESSION 

Celebrate the holiday by winning great prizes like travel 
hammocks, wheeled coolers, a round of golf (and cart) 
at Waabooz Run Golf Course and more! 

NATIVE AMERICAN BINGO DAY! 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 7PM SESSION 

To commemorate this special day, the first 150 guests 
get a free Dream Catcher! 
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SEPTEMBER 2015 EVENT PLANNER :* 


Native Farmers Market 

September 1,8, 15, 22, 29 1 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

• Location: Comer of Broadway and Leaton Roads 

• Contact: 989-775-4059 

Al-Anon Family Group Meeting 

September 1,8, 15, 22, 29 1 5 p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-3742 

• Strength and hope for friends and families of 
problem drinkers. 

Mama & Baby Stroller Class 

September 1,8, 15, 22, 29 1 10:30 -11:30 a.m. 

• Location: Meet at Nimkee Fitness Center 

• Contact: 989-775-4696 

SCA Open House 

September 3 | 5 - 7p.m. 

• Location: Saginaw Chippewa Academy 

• Contact: 989-775-4453 

• Family fun and food. 

• Meet SCA teachers. 

• Tour the classrooms. 

Women's Tradition Society 

September 7, 14, 21 , 28 | 5 - 6:30p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4879 


Curbside Collection Delay 

Curbside Collection will be delayed one day. 
Thursday, Sept. 3 to Friday Sept. 4, and 
Friday, Sept. 4 to Saturday, Sept. 5. 


Labor Day Picnic 

September 7 | 9 cun. - 5 p.m. 

• Location: Tribal Campground 

• Contact: 989-775-4121 

• Food, watermelon eating contest, music, 
inflatables, games and prizes! 

• Bring your own potluck dessert. 

• Games include: Tug-o-war contest, 
com hole toss and horse shoes. 

• Lunch will be provided by Nbakade Family 
Restaurant from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

• Com Hole Toss Tournament: 2 p.m. 

Women's Support Group 

September 15 | 5:30- 7p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4896 

Digital Storytelling Workshop 

September 15-17 | 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

• Location: Ziibiwing Cultural Center 

• Contact: 989-775-4618 

• Make a three to five minute movie about surviving 
cancer or cardiovascular disease. 

nDigiFest Film Festival 

September 18 | 6 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

• Location: Ziibiwing Cultural Center 

• Contact: 989-775-4618 

• Digital stories will be screened at the nDigiFest. 

• Snacks will be provided. Funded by ITCM. 

Childbirth Education Class 

September 18 | 3 - 7:30p.m. 

• Location: Nimkee Memorial Wellness Center 

• To register: 989-775-4621 

• Free class with healthy snack provided. 


Housing Financial Workshop 

September 17 1 12p.m. 

• Location: Housing Conference Room 

• Contact: 989-775-4552 

Reunification of children after a disaster 
or emergency event 

September 22 | 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

• Location: Ziibiwing Cultural Center 

• To register: 989-775-4621 

• Seating is limited so please register early. 

• Disaster can happen any time. Is your family ready? 

Grandmother Moon Ceremony 

September 28 | Ceremony begins at 9 p.m. 

• Teachings and preperation from 5-7 p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health Lodge 

• Contact: 989-775-4879 

SCIT Golf Membership Tournament 

October 2 | Check-in: 9 a.m., shotgun start: 10 a.m. 

• Location: Maple Creek Golf Course 

• Contact: 989-775-4000 

• $25 per person, 1 8 holes, cart and lunch included. 

• 2015 SCIT Golf Membership holders only. 

• Register by 5 p.m. on Sept. 24, 2015. 

• Two flights and four places per flight. 

• Teams: Bring two/draw two. 

• Teams are drawn by impartial Tribal Council Member 
after registration is closed. 


Talking 

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 

Circle 

Andahwod Maple Room 

For more information contact: Kim 989.289.3088, Roger 989.944.1937 


* TRIBAL COMMUNITY CALENDAR SEPTEMBER 2015 


MONDAY 


• SECR Payroll 
SCIT Per Capita 

• SCIT Payroll 

• Waste Collection* 

*Bins must be curbside by 6:30 a.m. 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY 


THURSDAY 


FRIDAY 


1 


Jake & Mary Pine 

7 th Generation | 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Ogitchedaw Meeting 

Seniors Room | 6 p.m. 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Traditional Teaching 

Saganing | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


SAT. /SUN. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


8 


Tribal Ops Closed 

Labor Day 

Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 


9J • 

Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

D. Dowd: Sweat Lodge 

B. Health | 5 - 8 p.m 


10 


11 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

D. Dowd: Traditional Healing 

B. Health | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m 


12 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


13 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m 

Tribal Education Advisory 

Meeting | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 


Tribal Observer 

Deadline | 3 p.m. 

Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


20 


New 

B. 


Spirit Support Group 

Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 - 5 p.m. 


Tribal Ops Closed 

Michigan Indian Day 

AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


27 


New 

B. 


Spirit Support Group 

Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


28 


29 


30 


Jake & Mary Pine 

7 th Generation | 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Women’s Traditions Group 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Jake & Mary Pine 

7 th Generation | 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Gamblers Anonymous (GA) Meetings ' . Narcotics Anonymous Meetings 


12-step program for people that have a gambling problem. 

Mondays & Thursdays 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Mount Pleasant First United Methodist Church 
400 S. Main St. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Tuesdays: 6 p.m., Wesley Foundation at CMU 

1400 S. Washington St., Mount Pleasant 

Thursdays: 6:30 p.m., First Methodist Church 

400 S. Main St., Mount Pleasant 

Saturdays: 7 p.m., Mount Pleasant Alano Club 

1201 N. Fancher Rd., Mount Pleasant 


Tribal departments: Our primary source for information is the Shared Network Community Calendar. You may access the Community Calendar by going onto the Shared-Drive and 
clicking on the Tribal Community Calendar. This is a very useful tool that we suggest everyone explore. Start by creating a shortcut, then adding an event, enjoy! 
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Observer Classifieds 

Tribal Observer Classifieds 

100 Employment 125 Miigwetch 

105 Lost and Found 130 Services 

110 For Rent 135 Events 

115 For Sale 140 Giveaways 

120 Announcements 145 Miscellaneous 

To place your ad, call the Tribal Observer at 989-775-4010, Email: observer@sagchip.org, visit our office in Tribal Operations 
or mail to Tribal Observer, Attn.: Classified, 7070 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. Please have all submissions and 
payment in by deadline. Classified rates are $10 for 15 words or less, and 75 cents per additional word. Any thumbnail image 
costs an additional $15. Apply to job postings online at www.sagchip.org. * Job postings are subject to change daily. 


100 Employment 


Tribal 

Operations 


Economic Development 
Director 

Open to the public. Bach- 
elor’s degree in business 
administration, economic 
development, public ad- 
ministration or community 
planning plus five years of 
work experience in a rel- 
evant and progressive leader- 
ship position. Provides key 
guidance and methodology 
strategies to determine the 
feasibility of potential eco- 
nomic development proj- 
ects for all SCIT interests 
both locally and abroad. 

SCTC Tutor: 
Mathematics 

Open to the public. At least 
60 completed credits to- 
wards a college degree in 
mathematics, or significant 
course work towards a de- 
gree emphasizing math- 
ematical skills. A completed 
degree in mathematics or 
related field is preferred. 

General Labor Pool 
(Temporary Employee) 
Tribal Member posting. Must 
be at least 1 8 years of age and 
possess a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Applicants must 
have a telephone contact num- 
ber and be available on short no- 
tice for short-term employment. 

Clerical Pool 
(Temporary Employee) 
Tribal Member posting. Must 
be at least 18 years of age 
and possess a high school 
diploma or equivalent. Ap- 
plicants must have a tele- 
phone contact number and 
be available on short notice 
for short-term employment. 

Social Services Supervi- 
sor Protective Services 

Open to the public. Bach- 
elor’s degree in social work 
or related field required. 
Master’s degree preferred. 
Four years experience in a 
human services setting and 
one year supervisory experi- 
ence. Must have knowledge 
of applicable tribal and fed- 
eral law as they pertain to 
Tribal children and families. 

Comm Services Web 
Store Clerk 

Must be at least 18 years of 
age. High school diploma or 
GED required. Must have 
good communication skills, 
basic computer skills, and 
the ability to handle tasks 
in a busy environment. 
Must pass a competency test 
with 65 pecent or greater. 

School Based 
Consulting Clinician 

Master’s degree in psy- 
chology, social work, or 
closely related field. Two 
years of experience in men- 
tal health services working 
with children and fami- 
lies of children with severe 
emotional disturbances in 
an academic setting. Teach- 
ing certification preferred. 


Sasiwaans Early 
Childhood Manager 

Must be at least 18 years of 
age. Bachelor’s degree in ed- 
ucation field required. Candi- 
date must possess a valid State 
of Michigan Early Childhood 
Certification and/or ZS en- 
dorsement. Prefer two years 
of experience and/or combi- 
nation of related experience 
and training in early child- 
hood education. Prefer knowl- 
edge of Anishinaabemowin. 

Behavioral Health 
Administrator 

Open to the public. Manage- 
ment and leadership principles 
and practices, including goal 
setting, program and budget 
development and administra- 
tion required. Must possess 
a master’s degree is social 
work or equivalent in human 
services with appropriate, ac- 
tive licensure. Must have a 
minimum of five years in the 
field of both clinical work and 
administrative experience in 
working with the tribal com- 
munity and outside systems. 

ACFS Director 

Open to the public. Mas- 
ter’s degree in social ser- 
vices or human services 
related field. Must have 
supervisory experience in 
social services or human 
services related field. Must 
be able to obtain and main- 
tain a Tribal driver’s license. 
Administrative experience in 
working with the Tribal com- 
munity and outside systems. 
The Anishnaabeg Child and 
Family Services director will 
direct, establish, plan and 
coordinate all overall activi- 
ties and segments included 
within ACFS. This includes 
prevention and outreach ser- 
vices, protective services, 
ICWA and licensing services. 

Certified Aide PT 

Open to the public. Must pos- 
sess a high school diploma or 
equivalent and must be at least 
18 years of age. Must possess 
and maintain a current, valid 
Nurse Aide Certification re- 
quired by the State of Michi- 
gan. Must meet general health 
requirements, including a medi- 
cal and physical examination. 

Leadership Apprentice 

SCIT Tribal Members only. 
Must have satisfactorily com- 
pleted 12 credit hours. Must 
provide documentation of ac- 
ceptance at an accredited col- 
lege/university in Michigan. 
Must currently have a cumu- 
lative 2.5 grade point aver- 
age. Must submit an official 
transcript and class schedule 
during recruitment process. 
Must be a full time college 
student. Applicants must sub- 
mit a declared degree audit 
during recruitment process. 
Must successfully pass a fin- 
gerprint/background check. 

Teacher 

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in education. Must pos- 
sess a valid Michigan elemen- 
tary teaching certificate. RTI 
experience required in reading 
and math. Knowledge and/or 
experience working with Native 
American students or diverse 
populations preferred. Must 
be willing to attend training. 


Secondary Lang 
Immersion Specialist 

Open to the public. Must 
possess required special- 
ized unique skills include 
demonstrated fluency and 
knowledge of Anishinabe 
language acquisition, a clear 
understanding of immersion 
philosophy and two years 
experience teaching Anishi- 
nabemowin with children in 
a school setting or communi- 
ty setting. Must have a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Possession of a teaching/lan- 
guage certificate preferred. 

Tribal Schools Principal 

Open to the public. M.A. in 
educational administration 
with five years teaching ex- 
perience or bachelor's degree 
in education field with eight 
years experience. Prefer 
knowledge of Ojibwe lan- 
guage and culture of Ojibwe 
Language speaker. Must 
have administrative experi- 
ence. Must have working 
knowledge of school budgets 
and grant writing. Must be 
able to facilitate the devel- 
opment, articulation, imple- 
mentation, and stewardship 
of a vision of learning that 
is shared and supported 
by the Tribal community. 

Water Operator Intern 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Education and 
experience in advance math- 
ematics, basic chemistry, lab- 
oratory and computer skills 
is helpful. A math test will 
be required and administered 
prior to interview. Training 
in hydraulics, physics, biol- 
ogy, science, or related field 
will help in learning this field. 


SECR 


Inventory Control 
Warehouser PT 

Open to the public. High 
school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Must be able to ob- 
tain/maintain a gaming 
license. Must be able to 
obtain/maintain a Tribal 
driver’s license and main- 
tain a CDL Class B license. 

Cosmetologist PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 1 8 years or older upon 
employment. High school di- 
ploma or equivalent required. 
Must possess and maintain 
a Michigan state license in 
cosmetology with 1600 train- 
ing hours, followed by com- 
pletion of state license with 
two year renewal required. 

Line Cook FT 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 18 years of age 
with a high school diploma 
or equivalent. One years of 
restaurant cooking experi- 
ence with increasing levels 
of responsibility, communi- 
cation and teamwork skills. 

Security Officer PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age and 
have a high school diploma or 
equivalent. May be required 
to perform their duties dur- 
ing hazardous conditions that 


could include severe weather 
and fire. Must be able to walk 
and/or stand for long peri- 
ods of time, carry up to 30 
lbs; and safely climb up and 
down several flights of stairs. 

Pastry Line Cook FT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 

Lead Cook FT 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 18 years of age 
with a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Two years 
of restaurant cooking ex- 
perience with increasing 
levels of responsibility, 
proven leadership, commu- 
nication and teamwork skills. 

Host/Hostess PT 

Open to the public. Must be 1 8 
years of age have a high school 
diploma or equivalent. Must 
have good guest service skills 
and work well with others. 

Line Server PT 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 18 years of age. 
Must have a high school 
diploma or GED. Must be 
able to work weekends, holi- 
days, and graveyard shifts. 

Steward PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or GED. Exceptional people 
skills, high level of enthu- 
siasm and professionalism. 

Casino Housekeeper PT 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 18 years of age 
with a high school diploma 
or equivalent. No previ- 
ous experience required. 

Massage Therapist PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years or older upon 
employment. High school 
diploma or equivalent re- 
quired. Must have a valid 
Michigan massage certifica- 
tion and 600 total hours re- 
quired for massage certification. 

Server Assistant PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 1 8 years of age with a 
high school diploma or equiv- 


alent. Six months to one year 
prior related food experience 
and/or the ability to success- 
fully pass in house training. 

Cashier PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 1 8 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma or 
equivalent. Some cash han- 
dling, banking, or account- 
ing experience preferred. 

F&B Custodial Worker 
PT - Casino Beverage 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 18 years of age 
with a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Must have 
basic knowledge of power 
washing equipment, power 
vacs, and hydraulic lifts. 

Call Center Agent PT 

Open to the public. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 
Must be able to pass a typing 
test of at least 30 words per 
minute. Must have at least 
one year work experience that 
included customer service re- 
sponsibilities ideally with expe- 
rience in dealing with custom- 
ers over the phone or in person. 

Inventory Control 
Warehouse Driver 

Open to the public. High 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Must be able to obtain/main- 
tain a gaming license. Must 
be able to obtain/maintain a 
tribal driver’s license and main- 
tain a CDL Class B license. 
One to three years experi- 
ence in driving vehicles/rigs 
that require CDL designation. 

Kitchen Equipment 
Worker 

Open to the public. Must 
have a high school diplo- 
ma. Must have three years 
experience in commercial 
food equipment repair. Uni- 
versal certification and/or 
within 30 days after em- 
ployed. Working knowledge 
of plumbing, refrigeration 
and cooling, electrical, wir- 
ing and solid state circuitry. 

Inventory Control 
Warehouser FT 

Open to the public. High 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Must be able to obtain/main- 


tain a gaming license. Must be 
able to obtain/maintain a Trib- 
al driver’s license and main- 
tain a CDL Class B license. 

Waitstaff PT 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 18 years of age. 
Must have a high school di- 
ploma or equivalent. Must 
have accurate math skills. 

Server Assistant PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 


SELC 


Inventory Control 
Driver PT 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 18 years of age. 
Must have a high school di- 
ploma or equivalent. Must be 
able to obtain and maintain 
a Tribal driver’s license. Re- 
quires a chauffeur’s license. 

Saganing Transit 
Driver FT 

Open to the public. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 
Must be at least 21 years of age. 
Must have a valid Michigan 
driver’s license and must be 
able to obtain and maintain a 
Tribal drivers license and qual- 
ify for coverage by our insur- 
ance carrier. Must have a valid 
CDL with passenger endorse- 
ments or a Chauffer’s License. 

Saganing Transit 
Driver PT 

Open to the public. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 
Must be at least 21 years of age. 
Must have a valid Michigan 
driver’s license and must be 
able to obtain and maintain a 
Tribal drivers license and qual- 
ify for coverage by our insur- 
ance carrier. Must have a valid 
CDL with passenger endorse- 
ments or a Chauffer’s License. 


1 30 Services 


Fox Home Builders 

All types of home improve- 
ments. Kitchen and bath re- 
modeling, additions. Experi- 
enced and local. 989-773-4665. 


Summons and Complaint Notices 


SUMMONS TO APPEAR IN THE MATTER OF BRANDON MANDOKA: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 East Broadway Road Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
989-775-4800 Case No 15-CI-0421 Plaintiff: VJD Inc. dba Cash Plus no. 148 515 A North 
Mission St. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 989-953-9700 Defendant: Brandon Mandoka 11258 W. 
Genuine Rd. Clare, MI 48617 Notice to Defendant: 1. You are being sued in the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Court. 2. You have 21 days after receiving this summons to file an answer 
with the court and to serve a copy on the other party or take other lawful action. Please note 
that if you were served by certified mail or served outside of the reservation land you have 
28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or take other action within 
the time allowed may result in a default Judgment being entered against you for the relied 
requested in Plaintiff’s complaint. This summons expires Dec. 19, 2015. 


SUMMONS TO APPEAR IN THE MATTER OF ELIZABETH ROBERT:: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 East Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
989-775-4800 Case No. 15-CI-0420 Plaintiff: VJD Inc, dba Cash Plus no. 148 515 A 
North Mission St. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 989-953-9700 Defendant: Elizabeth Robert 3823 
Miigwan Lane Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 Notice to Defendant: 1. You are being sued in the 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court. 2. You have 21 days after receiving this summons to file 
an answer with the court and to serve a copy on the other party or take other lawful action. 
Please note that if you were served by certified mail or served outside of the reservation land 
you have 28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or take other 
action within the time allowed may result in a default Judgment being entered against you 
for the relied requested in Plaintiff’s complaint. This summons expires Dec. 19, 2015. 
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“RezBall 2015” pumps up the jam during the 11th annual basketball tournament 


J OSEPH V. SOW MICK 

Photojournalist 

Out of all the Tribal events 
that occur, there’s nothing like 
“RezBall 2015” where pulse- 
pounding rhythms meet high-fly- 
ing, above-the-rim excitement. 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Recreation Department took to 
the pavement for its 11th annual 
three-on-three double elimina- 
tion basketball tournament held 
at the Tribal Operations park- 
ing lot Aug. 12. 

RezBall 2015 brought 
plenty of action both on and 
off the court as participants 
competed for trophies and Rez 
street cred. 

“The temperature was in the 
90s but we had plenty of water 
and Gatorade to go around 
with four courts of action 
going for most of the after- 
noon,” said Lucas Sprague, 
organized sports specialist. 
“We appreciate the community 
coming out to support us and it 
was great to see the Tribal Ops 
employees and Tribal Council 
coming out to watch some of 
the competition.” 

Interim Human Resources 
Director Louanna Bruner 
said basketball is her kids’ 
favorite sport and as they 
play year round, they look 
forward to RezBall. 

“This year, they invited 
several friends from their 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Coach Kevin Ricketts serves 
up some all American favor- 
ites as youth Paige Luneack 
learns about grilling. 

various teams; some traveled 
great distances to participate,” 
Bruner said. “We had a young 
man from Grayling and Clare 
come in and make the trip. My 
daughter, Jenna Rios, entered 
her girls’ team consisting of 
former players from the Tribe’s 
Recreation Department: 

Madison Pelcher and Satori 
Griffin. Unfortunately, they 
didn’t have another girls’ team 
to play against and found them- 
selves having to compete with 
the older boys. They tried their 
hardest and were able to score a 
few baskets, but ultimately the 
boys were too much for them.” 

Bruner said all of the parents 
were really impressed with the 
event and how family-friendly 


the environment was and com- 
plimented the Recreation staff 
for organizing the event. 

Organized Sports Specialist 
Lindsey Sprague said it was 
another wonderful year for 
the community. 

“We had a great turn out 
with lots of help from our 
staff, the SCIT Maintenance 
Department, Behavioral 

Health, and those who just 
wanted to lend a helping 
hand,” Lindsey Sprague said. 
“We would like to extend our 
appreciation to Behavioral 
Health for donating the food 
and for Prevention employees 
Kevin and Alice Jo Ricketts 
for grilling up free hot dogs 
and providing chips. This is 
my second year. . . setting up. . . 
and I really enjoy being able to 
plan these great events for our 
community.” 

Lindsey said youth are 
always hyped up about these 
sorts of events and she knows 
it means a lot to them to be 
able to participate in the sports 
they love. 

“When I was younger, I 
remember sports meant so 
much to me, especially bas- 
ketball. . . so being a part of the 
Recreation Department’s team 
makes me very happy as we 
thrive to keep our future lead- 
ers active, healthy, and on a 
good path in life,” she said. 

The official results in the 
boys’ division ages 13-15 saw 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Coach Gene Vasquez goes old 
school as he floats a three-pointer 
over a leaping Trent Trepanier. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Lady Eagles power forward Jenna 
Rios shows the boys how it’s done 
as she drives for the layup. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Aaron Chivis looks for an open shot as 
Wayne Young goes for the block. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Charlie Isham denies the paint and plays 
some tough defense at RezBall 2015. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Trey Wemigwans, Walter Trepanier, Kyle Shomin and Luke 
Sprague (left to right) dominate the men’s division. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Misheka Vasquez, Grant Trepanier and Tai Sprague 
(left to right) hoist first place hardware. 


the first place trophy awarded 
to Team M.R (Caleb Vasquez, 
15; Trey Wentworth, 15 and 
David Israel, 15.) Second 
place honors went to the “Mid- 
Michigan White Boys” (Shane 
Jenkins, 13; Mason Wojtusik, 
13; Alez Wetherbe, 12 and 
Logan Chilman, 14.) 

In the girls’ division, Team 
“Lady Eagles” (Jenna Rios, 
12; Madison Pelcher, 12; 
Mattea Merrill, 12 and Satori 
Griffin, 11) were given a first 
place trophy even though they 
were the only girls’ team to 
register this year. 

In the boys division ages 
16-18, Team “Raw Dawgz” 
(Misheka Vasquez, 17; Grant 


Trepanier, 17 and Tai Sprague, 
17) took home first place hard- 
ware while Team “Swamp 
Boys” (Terrence Hunt, 17; 
Ethan Hunt, 1 8 and Lenny 
Shomin, 16) received second 
place medals. 

In the highly competi- 
tive men’s division ages 
19 and older, Team “Parks 
n’ Rec” (Kyle Shomin, 20; 
Walter Trepanier, 2 1 ; Trey 
Wemigwans, 19 and Lucas 
Sprague 25) out-hustled Team 
“Old Dudes” (Eric Pierson, 
37; Charlie Isham, 41; Bear 
Raphael, 38 and Kashtin Owl, 
24) in the championship game 
as they breezed through the 
tourney undefeated. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The Lady Eagles (aka. Jenna Rios, Madison Pelcher, 
Mattea Merrill and Satori Griffin) feel the moment. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Trey Wentworth, Caleb Vasquez and David Israel (left to right) 
come straight from football practice to take trophies. 
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The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe... “ Working Together for Our Future" 


Attention All 
Tribal Members 

Oct. 2, 2015 is the last 
day to register to vote for 
the General Election. 
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2015 Primary Election 

Featured profiles of Tribal Council 
candidates on the ballot . 



nDigidreams Workshop 

Community members share their 
story at Ziibiwing Cultural Center . 



Edge of Summer MX 

Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort hosts 
weekend of thrilling motocross racing . 



Labor Day Picnic 

SCIT Recreation Department provides 
fun-filled Labor Day celebration . 


Copyright © 2015 Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 
All rights reserved 


Primary Election: Oct. 13, 2015 - Polls will be open from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. 


First Healing to Wellness recovery program graduates honored 


NATA LIE SH ATTUCK 

Editor 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Healing to Wellness Program 
was created more than a year 
ago to assist Tribal Members 
in the recovery process. 

The Healing to Wellness 
Program is a voluntary, alter- 
native sentencing program that 
allows participants to obtain a 
full range of services to assist 
them in leading a drug and alco- 
hol-free life. 

The program offers services 
that are specifically coordinated, 
managed and comprehensive 
including substance abuse treat- 
ment, judicial oversight, ran- 
dom drug screenings, assistance 
in obtaining housing, education, 
mental health, family counsel- 
ing, traditional teachings. 

SCIT’s Behavioral Health 
provides the Healing to Wellness 
treatment health services. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Cathy Fisher and Chief Pego 
honor Nicole Chippewa-Starkey 
with a Pendleton blanket on 
Sept. 14 for completing the 
Healing to Wellness Program. 

On Monday, Sept. 14, two 
women were honored at the 
first Healing to Wellness grad- 
uation ceremony for complet- 
ing the program. 

Nicole Chippewa-Starkey 
and one woman who wishes 
to remain anonymous were 
commended. 


“I have had the honor 
and pleasure of assist- 
ing our two graduates on 
their path to wellbriety,” 
said Cathy Fisher, Healing 
to Wellness coordinator. 
“They have done an out- 
standing job with their 
dedication to the program, 
Tribal community, and to 
living a healthy, sober life.” 

Fisher described the 
program’s objectives. 

“Our mission is 
designed to reduce recidi- 
vism, family violence and 
death caused by substance 
abuse by leading them 
down the Red Road,” she 
said. “Thus, giving them life and 
a sense of pride and responsibility 
to their Tribal community.” 

Fisher and Robert Pego 
Sr. launched the program and 
took in their first client on 
Sept. 29, 2014. 

“When we first started the 
program, I thought it was just 


for one person,” Pego said. “I 
get to work (not realizing how 
many clients we’d have), and 
there’s Cathy, I think, looking 
at me the same way.” 

Along with Fisher and Pego, 
the Wellness Team members 
in presence included: Donielle 
Bannon, tribal police captain; 
Patrick Shannon, senior judge; 
Carol Jackson, magistrate; 
Michael McCreery, probation 
officer; Jennifer Wassegijig, 
Tribal Council chaplain; Graham 
Leach, prosecutor; Joelle 
MacDonald, probation officer; 
Faith Carmona-Pego, social ser- 
vices supervisor; and Steven 
Pego, tribal chief. 

The group is a multidisci- 
plinary team whose purpose is 
to provide the best interven- 
tion with each participant to 
allow them to become healthy 
and productive members of 
the community. 

Healing to Wellness I 5 


SCIT participates in Indigenous Peoples' 
Lake Huron Discovery Tour 


JOSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

The weekend of Oct 9-12 
takes on a more important con- 
text as the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe participates in 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day and 
Lake Huron Discovery Tour 
festivities planned on the 
sunny side of the state. 

The core reason of the 
events relative to the Tribe is 
about taking a stand against 
racism and discrimination. 

SCIT is seizing the chance 
to educate the public to learn 
about the history of Columbus 
and transforming this day into 
a celebration of indigenous 
people and a celebration of 
social justice. 

It allows indigenous people 
to make a connection between 
the painful past and the ongo- 
ing marginalization, discrimi- 
nation and poverty that indig- 
enous communities face to 
this day. 

SCIT Chief Steven Pego is 
looking forward to the Oct. 9 


launch of the Discovery Tour 
from the Saganing Tribal 
Center Oct. 9. 

“I will be reading procla- 
mations from several north 
east governmental entities 
proclaiming Monday, Oct. 12, 
2015 as Indigenous Peoples 
Day,” Pego said. “It will be a 
proud day to be Native.” 

Pego signed a unanimously 
approved Tribal Council 
Resolution 14-152 on Sept. 10 
where the Council encourages 
other businesses, organizations 
and public entities to recognize 
Indigenous Peoples' Day. 

The City of Mount Pleasant 
was the first in Michigan to adopt 
a similar resolution of support. 

Other resolutions support- 
ing Indigenous Peoples' Day 
include the City of Alpena, 
the Northeast Michigan 
Council of Governments, 
the Ostego County Board of 
Commissioners, the City of 
Traverse City and Central 
Michigan University. 

Tim Kuehnlein of Michigan 
Arts and Culture Northeast 
has been working with Frank 


Cloutier, SCIT public rela- 
tions director, in coordinat- 
ing events for the Lake Huron 
Discovery Tour along the 200- 
mile scenic route. 

“We are honored to have 
Chief Pego and the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe as a 
part of the Indigenous Peoples' 
Day events,” Kuehnlein said. 
“The tour is a way to pro- 
mote tourism to the area and 
highlight unique features 
and activities along U.S. 23 
Heritage Route.” 

With Columbus Day 
approaching, the idea of 
replacing the holiday with 
a day celebrating the indig- 
enous people of North 
America came from the 1977 
International Conference 
on Discrimination Against 
Indigenous Populations in the 
Americas, sponsored by the 
United Nations in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

In 1990, 120 indigenous 
nations at the first Continental 
Conference on 500 Years of 
Indian Resistance passed a 
resolution that transformed 


Day and 


Columbus Day into an oppor- 
tunity to educate the rest of 
the country about pre-exist- 
ing Indian cultures that have 
survived the violent coloni- 
zation process. 

Even though the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe is partic- 
ipating in Indigenous Peoples' 
Day and Lake Huron Discovery 
Tour festivities, SCIT offices 
will remain open despite the 
federal holiday declaration. 
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Mildred Sepulveda 

May 15, 1938 - Sept. 2, 2015 


Mildred Sepulveda, 77, passed away Wednesday, Sept. 2, 
2015 at Horizon Senior Living Center of Standish, following 
a lingering illness. 

Mildred was born in Standish 
Township on May 15, 1938 to the late 
Emerson and Eliza (Thomas) James. 

She was a member of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe and a lifelong 
resident of the Standish area. 

She was survived by her chil- 
dren Judy and Randy Jackson, David 
and Mary Lou; a sister Bernice and 
Lawrence Nelson and three grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by her husband Frank; a son 
Richard; brothers and sisters Leonard, Russell, Clifford, 
Ralph, Jeanette, Judy and Helen James and Lena Rangel. 

Funeral Services were held Wednesday, Sept. 9, 2015 
at 11 a.m. from the Lee-Ramsay Funeral Home-Standish 
Chapel with Yvette Chisholm presiding with burial in the 
Saganing Indiana Cemetery. 




Steven Hawkins 

Jan. 24, 1988 -Sept. 20, 2015 

Steven “Steveo” Lee Hawkins, age 27, of Mount Pleasant, 
Mich., passed away Sunday, Sept. 20, 2015 at his home under 
the care of Mid Michigan Hospice. 

Steven was born Jan. 24, 1988 in Lansing, the son of 
Andrew Mejia and Sherry Hawkins. 

Steven was a member of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe. He enjoyed fishing, bow hunting, video games, and the 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. Steven was a loving father and 
friend. He will be remembered for his sense of humor. 

He is survived by his children, Akiveo Gonzalez-Hawkins, 
Angela Hawkins-Gonzalez, and Sherry Gonzalez-Hawkins; 
mother, Sherry Hawkins; father, Andrew (Julie) Mejia; sib- 
lings, Andrew Mejia Jr., Johnathan Hawkins, Jessica Hawkins, 
Leticia Hawkins, Alexander Mejia, and Cheyenne Mejia; sig- 
nificant other, Victoria Gonzalez; mother and father-in-law, 
Angela (Luciano Escamilla III) Gonzalez; and many aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins, and close friends. Steven 
was preceded in death by his grandmother Lucille Jackson. 

Funeral services were held at the Tribal Gym on Wednesday, 
Sept. 23, 2015, with Rev. Owen White-Pigeon officiating. 


SCIT Higher Education 

Fall 2015 Scholarship Deadline 

Fall 2015 schedules are due for current SCIT 
Higher Education students on or before Oct. 
15, 2015 to be eligible for fall 2015 funding. 

New or Returning SCIT Higher Education 
students must submit all required 
documents on or before Oct. 15, 2015 to be 
considered for fall 2015 funding 

SCIT Higher Education applications and 
scholarship information can be found on 
SCIT tribal website at www.sagchip.org 



K-12 Education Services 

HOMEWORK LAB 



Monday - Thursday *3-5 p.m. 

Located next to the Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 
Lab Starts Monday Sept. 14, 2015 


K-12 Staff will be on site for homework 
assistance and tutoring. Homework lab will 
have internet access and a quiet reading area. 
For more information you may contact Tasha 
Wemigwans at 989. 775.4506 


Report Suspicious 
or Criminal Activity! 


Do Your Part In Stopping Crime! 

Assist Your Local Law Enforcement and 
Narcotics Enforcement Teams in Protecting 
the Future of Your Community! 

Protecting your children, family, community 
and future should be a priority! 



Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 

Dispatch: 989-775-4700 
Tip Line: 989-775-4775 

Bayanet (Narcotics Enforcement) 
Tip Line: 989-779-9697 
Anonymous and Confidential 


PLEASE REPORT ALL 

WILDLIFE VIOLATIONS 


To the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Police Department 



Dispatch: 989.775.4700 
Tip Line: 989.775.4775 



The Native 
Farmers Market 

Every Tuesday Starting 

June 2 to Oct. 13, 2015 

Time: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 


Fresh seasonal produce, wild rice, 
maple syrup, jam, jellies 
and baked goods. 


Artisans & supplies 


Public Notice 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police provide law en- 
forcement services under 638 Contract with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). In compliance with 
said contract; The Bureau of Indian Affairs reserves 
the right for “First Right of Refusal” pertaining to 
any complaints against the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Police Department and/or its Officers. 

As result of this contractual procedure; ALL complaints 
against the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police Department 
and/or its Officers must first be directed to: 

Bureau of Indian Affairs Albuquerque Office 
Internal Affairs Division 1.505.563.3880 
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Tribal Conservator 

Conservator experience in other county or 
tribal probate court. Shall have experience 
in the areas of tax preparation, accounting, 
financial services, or law and estate 
planning. Shall pass a background check 
and may be required to provide security in 
the form of a bond. 

This is a Tribal Council appointed 
position, interested parties should 
submit their credentials to the Human 
Resources Department. 


You can Quit! 
We can help! 





«••• 





1-80Q-QUIT-N0W U 7 jU 
1-800-784-8669 .......... 

www.michigan.gov/tobacco !•*•*•■•*•* 

Funded by the Michigan Department of Community Health 


Services of the Quitline 


O Coaching-motivation and tips to help you quit 
O Educational materials 
O Referrals to local programs 
O Online coaching 
O Text-messaging 

O Free nicotine replacement therapy if you qualify 



ATTENTION 

Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 

Veteran & Warrior Society Members 

Now Recruiting New Members 


Meetings Will be Held 

The 1 st Tuesday of the Month in Seniors Room 
Time: 6 p.m. I For More Information: 775-4175 


Pleasant Optics 

New address starting Sept.14, 2015: 

2865 S. Lincoln Rd, Mt Pleasant, MI 48858 

*Old address was 500 S. Mission Street, Mt Pleasant, MI 48858 

Phone number has not changed: 989-773-7747 



Check out the 

Tribal Observer 


ONLINE 


www.sagchip.org/tribalobserver 



NOTICE 

Any adult Tribal Member in need of 
financial management and consultation 
services, please contact: 


Charlene Kerby 

Independent Contractor required to adhere 
to professional and ethical standards 

Located at the At-Large Offices 

Email: ckerby@sagchip.org 
Phone: 989.775.4948 
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Public 


Notices 


Election Timeline 

2015 Primary and General Elections 

Oct. 2 | Last day to register to vote for the General Election 

Oct. 12 | 5:15 p.m. — Certification of Voting Machines 

Oct. 1 3 | Primary Election Day — Polls will be open from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. 

Oct. 1 6 | Absentee Ballots for General Election available in the office and mailed 

Nov. 2 | 5:15 p.m. — Certification of Voting Machines 

Nov. 3 | General Election Day — Polls will be open from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. 

For additional information, please contact the Tribal Clerk’s Office at 989-775-4054 



Seventh Generation Assessment Committee 


Committee Responsibilities: The committee shall assess the Seventh Generation Program using 
SWOT analysis model. (Strength, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats.) Make recommendations 
to Tribal Council regarding the future path of the Seventh Generation Programs (woodshop, stone 
shop, cultural programs, and agriculture.) 

Complete the analysis and submit report and recommendations to Tribal Council by March 30, 
2016. Meet a minimum of twice a month after 5 p.m. 

SCIT Tribal Members: Please submit letter of interest to: Tribal Council 7070 E. Broadway, Mt. 
Pleasant, MI. 48858. Please include information regarding your cultural knowledge, management 
experiences, and understanding of the SWOT process. Seven individuals will be appointed with one 
alternate. The deadline for submissions is Oct. 23. 


Tribal voting 500-foot radius, non-interference zone 

Ordinance 4, section 19. Prohibition against interfer- 
ence with Elections. On election day for any Council 
election, including any Primary, General, Special, Run- 
Off or removal Election, a person, including any Tribal 
official, employee or representative, shall not: 

(a) On any land owned by the Tribe or held in trust for 
the Tribe, excluding property leased for residential use: 

(i) post, display, or distribute, any material that directly 
or indirectly makes reference to an election, a candidate, or 
a ballot question (this subsection does not apply to official 
material that is required by law to be posted, displayed, or 
distributed in a polling place on election day); 

(ii) solicit, persuade or endeavor to persuade, intimidate 
or threaten a person to vote for or against any particular 
candidate or for or against any ballot question that is being 
voted on at the election; 

(iii) either directly or indirectly, for the person’s own 
benefit or on behalf of any other person, receive, agree, 
or contract for valuable consideration for voting or agree- 
ing to vote, or inducing or attempting to induce another to 
vote, or for refraining or agreeing to refrain, or inducing 
or attempting to induce another to refrain, from voting; or 

(iv) either directly or indirectly, give, lend, or promise 
valuable consideration, to or for any person, as an induce- 
ment to influence the manner of voting by a person relative 
to a candidate or ballot question, or as a reward for refrain- 
ing from voting; or 

(b) loiter within a building where a polling place is 
located or within 500 feet of any entrance to such build- 
ing, including any parking areas adjacent or appurtenant 
to such building; or 

(c) Directly or indirectly utter or addresses any threat or 
intimidation to an election official or other person autho- 
rized to administer or enforce election laws; or to conduct, 
oversee or monitor an election, or to assist in the carrying 
out of such duties, with the intent to induce such person to 
do any act not authorized by law or to refrain or delay in 
the performance of any duty imposed by law. 




Happy If* 

Birthday 

October 18 

Ariel Hinmon 

Love, Grandma Sandy 


Look whose turning 
8 on Oct 5th 

Happy Birthday 
Jayden 

We love you, 

Mom, dad, Sandra 
& Katelyn 



Please wish 

Meredith Marcelle 

A Happy 

Birthday 

on Oct. 6 

Love, Mom, Brian & Phoenix 



Happy 

Birthday 

Shane Neyome 
Love You Bro 

October 4th 


Happy 2“' 

BMAday 

Emmoni 

“Emmett” 

Love, All your families 


Happy Biftdday 
Waabs & Sean 


Happy 

BMUday 

Kobun!! 

We love you so much! 
Have fun! 

Love, Mom & Dad 


Happy 17 tu 

Birthday 


Happy Boated 

BirtHday 

Mattea! 

Love, Mom 


Happy 

Sweet 16 

to our princess 

Lauryn Leaureaux 


Marjorie! 

Love, Mom 



Tribal Observer I October 2015 


m 



Communit 



Page 4 I Niiwin 


^S^Tribal Council 


Chief 


Steven Pego, District 1 

Sub-Chief 

Lorna Kahgegab Call, District 1 

Treasurer 

Shelly Bailey, District 1 

Secretary 

Sandy Sprague, District 1 

Sergeant At-Arms 

Ron Nelson, District 2 

Tribal Chaplain 

Jennifer Wassegijig, District 1 

Council Member 

Delmar Jackson Sr., District 1 

Council Member 

Lindy Hunt, District 1 

Council Member 

Julius Peters, District 1 

Council Member 

Chip Neyome, District 1 

Council Member 

Tim J. Davis, District 1 

Council Member 

Michele Stanley, District 3 


e 


aehin 


~ Wisdom 

To live with wisdom is to acquire and use 
experiences as guides for making equitable and 
mature decisions* 

~ Love 

To live our lives with love is to understand our 
capacity to realize, empathize, and nurture the 
needs of others, 

idamoowin ~ Respect 

To live with respect is to give mutual 
consideration for shared and differing ideas as 
well as for the world around us* 

— Bravery 

To be brave and have courage is to recognize our 
moral and mental strength and to do what is 
appropriate. 

~ Honesty 

To be honest is to recognize that we have the 
ability to live our lives with honor and integrity. 

~ Humility 

To live with humility is to recognize that we are 
all equal, we all make mistakes, we all like to 
have our success rewarded and to put others 
before ourselves, 

— Truth 

To live in truth is to recognize the difference 
between right and wrong and to be faithful to 
ourselves as well as the world around us even 
when the right way is not the easiest way. 



MIIBS Project Management: Request for proposal 


On behalf of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe, Tribal 
Council is preparing to receive all interested proposals 
for project management and oversight to an important 
community investment. 

Tribal Members and/or Native Americans are 
strongly encouraged to apply. 

The proposed project manager must include devel- 
opment and future plans for the Mount Pleasant Indian 
Industrial Boarding School (MIIBS) including a com- 
munity survey in which to assist with guidance. 

The Council is seeking a project manager with expe- 
rience and can demonstrate the key components nec- 
essary to complete this important project on time and 
within a developed budget. 

Please include within your proposal: A cover letter 
outlining your educational background and key proj- 
ect experiences, an overview of your project approach 
(project scope of services) and proposed fee required to 
complete project phases (pre-design, design, construc- 
tion, and closeout) and any reimbursable fee. 

Tribal Council will evaluate proposals based on the 
following criteria: 

• Tribal Member/Native American Preference 

• Education Level 

• Relevant Experience examples such as: 

- Management of construction documents (AIA) 

- Feasibility studies 

- Budget management 

• Leadership Capability 

• Past Performance (if applicable) 

• Fee 

This position is open until filled. Please forward your 
detailed proposals along with references to: 

Marcella Hadden, MIIBS committee member 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 

7070 East Broadway 

Mount Pleasant, MI 48858 


Scope of Services 

Project Management 

For Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Board 
School (MIIBS) Project 

• Initial Fact Finding - acquire and review all previous 
reports/studies, strategic plans, structural and 
environmental reports, community survey results, etc. 

• Draft and implement MIIBS community needs survey 
per strategic plan. 

• Prepare a report that offers direction and potential work 
plans to inform future property use and development. 

• Continue to review and implement strategic planning 
goals and objectives. 

• Provide quarterly updates to Tribal Council and 
Tribal Community. 

• Design and implement a funding and development 
plan - such as establishing a foundation and/or 
permanent endowment. 

• Identify, prepare and submit grants with the Grant 
Department including the administration of the award. 

• Maintain open lines of communication with City of Mount 
Pleasant, State and Federal key officials in the maintenance 
and development of the former boarding school property. 

• Identify and inventory items in MIIBS building that need 
to be retained or auctioned including storage space. 

• Maintain relationships with Tribal Departments to secure 
and maintain MIIBS buildings/property. 

• Continue to provide guidance and assistance throughout 
the process to help ensure responsibilities and 
expectations of committee members. 

• Conceptualize future plans for what the MIIBS property 
will look like and its function - from survey results 
and/or community input. 


Public Notice: Attention all Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Members 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan Publication on Notice of Hearing 

TAKE NOTICE: There will be a public hearing held on Thursday, Oct. 22, 2015 at 8:30 a.m. in the 
Seniors Room at the Tribal Operations Building, 7070 E. Broadway, Mount Pleasant, MI 48858. 
This hearing will address the liquor license renewal application presented to Tribal Council by 
Lisa Darnell, CEO of Migizi Economic Development Company, d/b/a Soaring Eagle Water Park & 
Hotel. The application which will be reviewed and discussed at the hearing is as follows: 

1. Renewal of Tribal License for Retail On-Premises General License for the Soaring Eagle 
Water Park & Hotel; Green Suites located at 5665 East Pickard Road. Such License, if approved, 
would cover Nbakade Restaurant, Wiisinidaa Food Court, outdoor beverage cart where permit- 
ted, any indoor service on the premise of SEWPH, and any outdoor service on premises of the 
SEWPH, Indoor bar service, outdoor bar service, and Special Event/ Activity /Function services 
such as meetings, weddings, etc., to be consumed by buyer on premise. The Licenses, if issued, 
would be for the duration of one full year with hours of alcohol service consistent with section 
10 of the Gaming Compact of Aug. 20, 1993, and specifically including hours of service for 
Sunday alcohol sales. Dated: Sept. 15, 2015 


Tribal Observer 

Boozhu! The Tribal Observer, a monthly newspaper, is published on the first of each month. 

To contact Tribal Observer staff, please call 989-775-4010, or email: observer@sagchip.org. 

To change your mailing address, please contact the Tribal Clerk’s office at 989-775-4055. 
Community advertisements will not be accepted over the phone. 

Submissions from the Tribal community 
are encouraged and can be sent to: 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
c/o Tribal Observer 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

Subscription rates are $30 per year. 

Story ideas, articles and photographs from the community are always welcome. The Tribal Observer reserves the 
right to edit and/or refuse any submissions or advertisements for publication. The Tribal Observer is published 
by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan and is subject to an editorial review process. 

The views expressed within the Tribal Observer do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tribal Observer, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe, the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council, The Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort or its employees 
or any other enterprise of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. The Tribal Observer works to uphold the highest 
integrity in news reporting and supports the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968. 



Native American Journalist* Association 


Tribal Observer Advertising 

If you would like to advertise your business, please contact the Tribal Observer at 
989-775-4010 for more information. 

Announcements - Including birthday, wedding, engagement, congratulations, etc., costs $10 and is open to 
Tribal members, community members and employees. Double-sized announcements are $20. 

Political ads - All political ads will be 1/4 page and have a red border stating as such. The cost is $500. Political 
ads may include, but are not limited to: any opinion or advertisement that is political in nature, and/or any Letter 
to the Editor that does not conform to guidelines. 


Tribal Observer Subscription Form 

Please send $30 for the annual subscription. Checks may be made out to SCIT. 


Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip code: 


Please mail form to: 

Tribal Observer 
Attn: Subscriptions 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Contact Information: 

Phone: 989-775-4010 
Email: Observer@Sagchip.org 

www.Sagchip.org/TribalObserver 
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Healing to Wellness 


continued from front page 

They meet weekly to review 
the progress and compliance of 
each participant. 

“The nice thing about the 
team is we’re willing to walk 
with all of you and not get in 
your way,” Shannon said about 
those in the program. 

Chief Pego said the gradua- 
tion was a special occasion and 
he’s very thankful for the well- 
ness program. 

“I struggled, myself, with the 
same disease,” Chief Pego said. 

“I will never go back to drugs 
and alcohol. When you get to 
that dead end road, dust your- 
self off and begin that walk on 
the Good Red Road.” 


The Snowbird 
Singers performed 
and introduced 
themselves. A couple of the sing- 
ers both lost their sons to addic- 
tion, and they said they were glad 
to be in attendance to support 
those going through recovery. 

“Our group is drug and alco- 
hol free,” said Snowbird Mae 
Pego. “We try to be an inspiration 
to the members of this commu- 
nity, and in doing so, we always 
try to welcome that ‘good way’ 
that’s a part of the Anishinabe 
nation of being a Snowbird.” 

Pendleton blankets were gifted 
to both graduates. 

“I’m very grateful for every- 
thing I’ve accomplished and for 
everybody that has supported 
me,” Chippewa-Starkey said. 



Tribal 


Community . 


As a recovering alcoholic and 
addict, Tribal Member Christina 
Otto shared her story. 

“Today my most precious 
gift is sobriety,” Otto said. “(To 
those struggling), find what 
works for you, get help, talk to 
others and counselors.” 

Healing to Wellness hopes 
to: Reduce criminal recidivism 
among chemically-addicted 
offenders, increase the number of 
offenders who remain alcohol and 
drug free, and increase the ben- 
efit/reduce the cost to the com- 
munity for providing services to 
chemically-dependent offenders. 

“I know we all have lost some- 
one close to us to addiction, and 
we were at a point where we 
wondered who was going to be 
next,” Fisher said. “The struggle 


is real here on our Reservation, as 
it is all over the world.” 

In order to complete the pro- 
gram, participants pass through 
four phases of different lengths, 
throughout a minimum of a 
12-month period. 

The program’s length, deter- 
mined by each participant’s 
progress, will not be less than 
43 weeks. 

“This is our very first gradu- 
ation and it’s been an interesting 
year because, from my stand- 
point, getting to know all of the 
people in this program; not from 
criminal justice, but from a very 
social, medical viewpoint, means 
a lot to all of us,” Shannon said. 
“We can’t say enough. We were 
fortunate to have these two ladies 
go through the program first.” 


During the program, partici- 
pants are required to: Maintain 
sobriety, attend at least three 
Alcoholics Anonymous meet- 
ings per week, submit to ran- 
dom drug tests, establish a daily 
planner and journal, attend all 
Behavioral Health appointments 
and follow all recommendations, 
not enter any establishment that 
serves alcohol as their main 
focus, obey all tribal, state and 
federal laws, and obtain permis- 
sion from the team before leav- 
ing the area overnight. 

Currently, 23 Tribal Members 
are enrolled in the program. 

A Tribal Elder is presently 
needed to join the Healing to 
Wellness Team. Any interested 
members may contact Cathy 
Fisher at 989 - 775 - 5811 . 


Two Tribal police 

NATAL IE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

Two Tribal police officers 
ran the streets, and all for 
a good cause: The Special 
Olympics Michigan. 

Tribal Police Sergeant 
Scott Bailey and Dispatcher/ 
Corrections Officer Renay 
Ehren participated in the 
Law Enforcement Torch Run 
(LETR) and ran roughly 40 
miles throughout Michigan. 

The “Central Route” run- 
ning team started the run on 
Saturday, Sept. 12 in Copper 
Harbor, and finished in Sterling 
Heights on Sept 18. 

Three other running teams 
joined in community runs; 
Michigan Department of 
Corrections ran the Upper 
Peninsula, the “North” team 
(Ehren’s team) covered north- 
ern and central Michigan, and 
the “South” team (Bailey’s 
team) traveled central and 
southern Michigan. 

On Sept. 17, the Mount 
Pleasant Community Run 
for LETR took place at 2:15 


officers participate in Special Olympics’ Law Enforcement Torch Run 


p.m. at the old Michigan State 
Police Post, finishing at the 
Special Olympics office. 

Probation Officer Joelle 
MacDonald joined Bailey and 
Ehren for the Mission Street 
run, with Tribal Police Captain 
Donielle Bannon at the finish line 
to cheer them on. 

Runners register for $25 
and raise money along the way 
from local businesses, charities 
and individuals who donate. 

Through online donations, 
the runners’ and local area con- 
tributions, $70,000 was raised. 
This does not include the addi- 
tional funds raised throughout 
the year and T-shirt sales. 

“The week raised money for 
more than 20,000 athletes liv- 
ing in the state of Michigan,” 
Bailey said. “This was a very 
busy but fulfilling week for 
Renay and I. We are both 
grateful for the opportunity to 
be involved.” 

Ehren participated in 14 com- 
munity runs, and ran 32.6 miles. 

Bailey participated in 16 runs, 
traveling all over Michigan from 
Royal Oak and Lansing to Ann 
Arbor and Sterling Heights. 




Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Special Olympics Michigan athletes and law enforce- 
ment representatives participate in the Mount 
Pleasant Community Torch Run down Mission Street. 


“There were 44 community 
runs throughout the state, which 
included a midnight Michigan 
State Capitol five-mile run,” 
Bailey said. “The run week con- 
cluded on Friday, Sept. 18.” 

Central Route ran more than 
850 miles during the week. 

Ehren has been involved in 
the Special Olympics for more 
than 12 years. 

“Last year I was able to 
go with the Torch Run travel 
team in 14 community runs 
and did the Polar Plunge 
here in Mount Pleasant this 
winter,” Ehren said. “I have 


developed friendships 
with the athletes, fami- 
lies, coaches and fellow 
law enforcement offi- 
cers and look forward to see- 
ing them each event.” 

According to specialolympics. 
org, LETR is the single largest 
grassroots fundraising effort for 
Special Olympics International. 

As Michigan’s Special 
Olympics program contin- 
ues to grow, more funding is 
needed to support the athletes 
and their families because 
there is no cost to participate. 
This is where the support of 


(From left to right) Tribal Police 
Captain Donielle Bannon, Probation 
Officer Joelle MacDonald, 
Dispatcher/Corrections Officer 
Renay Ehren and Sergeant Scott 
Bailey show their support for 
Special Olympics Michigan. 


the law enforcement commu- 
nity becomes crucial, accord- 
ing to the website. 

“Words cannot express what 
I take away,” Ehren said. “I 
can only hope that I give half 
as much. I am grateful for the 
opportunity be involved in such 
a capacity and would like to 
thank the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe and the Tribal 
Police Department for allowing 
this to happen.” 


The Inaugural 2015 SCIT Golf Invitational Results at Waabooz Run and Pohlcat 


BERNAR D SPRAGUE 

Event Organizer 

The 2015 Inaugural SCIT Golf 
Tournament occurred Aug. 
21-23 at Waabooz Run and 
Pohlcat. The event began at 
Waabooz with the women’s and 
senior’s divisions. 

There were six teams in each 
division with a purse of $3,600 
for each division. Par for the 
course was 61. 

The inaugural Invitational 
was played Friday and Saturday. 
The par for the two courses com- 
bined is 133 (W.R. 61 PC. 72). 

Men played the whites tees at 
Pohlcat and the ladies played the 
red tees. At Waabooz, all play- 
ers played the blue tees with 24 
teams competing. 

A total of $26,800.00 was 
donated for giveaways. All play- 
ers also received polo shirts, 
donated by Adidas. 


Seven places were paid in 
each flight A and B. Fourteen of 
the 24 teams received a payout. 

The Inaugural Invitational 
was competitive and eventful. 

Congratulations to the 14 
teams that placed and thank you to 
all of the players for participating. 

Players competed from 
California, Wisconsin, Canada, 
Florida and Clare, Mich. It was 
challenging but rewarding, and 
we hope to see all of the teams 
again in 2016. 

Thank you to Steve Norbury 
and Jason Clark for their com- 
mitment, professionalism and 
dedication to the event. They 
are both great to work with and 
deserve high praise for their 
efforts. And thank you to Chris 
Sineway the advisor and another 
event staff member. 

Thank you to the sponsors: 

The Slot Guru provided funds 
for all first place payouts in all 


divisions, Jim’s Body Shop pro- 
vided funds for second place 
payouts, Pepsi, Sonifi, Atrient, 
Prime Brother’s, Graff of Mount 
Pleasant, Real Integrated, 
PLI, WCFX, Nichols and Fire 
Keepers Casino. 

Also, thank you to the 
Waabooz and Pohlcat employ- 
ees, their service and kindness 
to the players was exceptional, 
the Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort Food and Beverage 
team for the great meal and 
service at the awards banquet 
and we can’t forget Kevin 
from the Sales Department for 
his assistance with the menu 
and the set up. 

Also thank you to Tanya, 
Consuelo, Josh, Kristina, Tim and 
Raul from the SECR Marketing 
Department. Together, we made 
a very successful event and we 
look forward to working with 
you in 2016. 


Women’s Division 

1st: Darcy Crampton, Kyle Crampton and Jill McIntyre I -6 
2nd: Carol Hubble, Shellie Pelcher and Linda Loar I -5 
3rd: Gayle Ruhl, Shirley Tooshkenig and Dana Neyome I -5 

Senior’s Division 

1st: Les Riley, Ted Kewayosh and Rick Kewayosh I -9 
2nd: Bean Sprague, Tony Jackson and Tom Konwinski I -8 
3rd: Robert Brown, Robert Antone and Alfred King I -6 

A Flight Results 

1st: Eric Rodriguez, Mike Mieske, Andrew Kreger I -24 
2nd: Brian Denny, Waylon Denny, Kokomoss White I -21 
3rd: Steve Tooshkenig, Conrad King, Jeff Arsenault I -20 
3rd: Ryan Sprague, Billy Nelson, Steve Chachuiski I -20 

B Flight Results 

1st: Frank Romer, Jeremy Hack, Randy Wylie I - 1 1 
1st: Rick Kewayosh, Les Riley, Geoffrey Riley I -11 
3rd: Kashton Owl, Steve Hoffman, Ben Schilling I -9 
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“Powwow Dancers: Photography by Marcella Hadden” exhibit on display until Oct. 15 



Courtesy of Marcella Hadden 


Hadden’s photo of Tatanka Gibson, 
Traditional Dancer of the Haliwa- 
Saponi Tribe is featured in the exhibit. 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

Marcella Hadden, Tribal Member 
and public relations manager of 
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe, has her photography show- 
cased in a Saginaw exhibition 
until Oct. 15, as part of the “Art 
@ Andersen” at the Andersen 
Enrichment Center. 

The exhibit “Powwow 
Dancers: Photography by 

Marcella Hadden” opened Aug. 
24 and features photographs of 
Native American dancers from 
the “Honoring the Water,” the 
31st annual Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Powwow. 


Inspired by her own Ojibwe 
culture, Hadden captures pho- 
tographs of various powwow 


dancers in beauti- 
ful regalia from 
tribes throughout 
the United States 
and Canada. 

“I wait all year 
to take photos 
of dancers at our 
annual powwow,” 
she said. “It’s one 
of the highlights of 
the year for me.” 

Hadden began 
taking photos 
at a young age 
and continues to 
study photography by attend- 
ing numerous workshops and 
classes, and meeting regularly 


with other central Michigan 
photographers to share 
knowledge. 

The Soaring Eagle Casino 
& Resort, Soaring Eagle 
Waterpark and Hotel and 
Seventh Generation have 
Hadden’s work on display. 

Hadden also has a repa- 
triation photo on display 
at the National Museum 
of the American Indian in 
Washington, D.C. as part of 
the “Nation to Nation” exhibit. 

Her photography com- 
pany is listed under her 
Ojibwe name, Niibing Giizis 
or Summer Moon. She owns 
a studio in Mount Pleasant, 


surrounded by inspirational 
nature scenes. 

She frequently photographs 
Tribal events, newborns, high 
school seniors, families, pets, 
and hopes to book more wed- 
dings in the future. 

The Andersen Enrichment 
Center is located at 120 Ezra 
Rust, across from Ojibway 
Island, Saginaw, Mich. Exhibit 
hours are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 

The Andersen Enrichment 
Center is located at 120 Ezra 
Rust, across from Ojibway 
Island. The exhibit hours 
are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. 


SCIT Recreation Department 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Team Chamberlain display their top 
finish hardware. (Pictured left to right: 
Kyle Concannon, Steve Sacco, Kelly 
Chamberlain and Vinnie Kequom.) 


JOSEPH V. SOW MICK 

Photojournalist 

The SCIT Recreation Department 
was looking for a good name for 
their annual golf outing so they 
went right to the 1980 comedy 
classic “Caddyshack”. 

The 2015 “Who’s Your 
Caddy” golf outing on Aug. 8 
got both a new name and new 
location. 

“We called the last two years' 
outings the ‘LEADerboard 
Open’ and we had those at 
Maple Creek Golf Course in 
Shepherd,” Lucas Sprague, 


organized recreation sports 
specialist and event coordina- 
tor said. “Because we are now 
called the SCIT Recreation 
Department, we changed the 
name of the event and decided 
to have the outing at the PohlCat 
Golf Course in Mount Pleasant 
this year. We had a competitive 
field of 1 3 teams and were able 
to do some proximity contests 
along with awarding trophies 
for two flights.” 

Team Chamberlain (Kelly 
Chamberlain, Vinnie Kequom, 
Steve Sacco and Kyle 
Concannon) shot a 16 under 


golf outing 

par 56 to claim the first place 
Flight A trophy on the par 72 
championship course designed 
by former PGA professional 
Dan Pohl. 

The second place Flight 
A honors went to Team 
Rodriguez (Erik Rodriguez, 
Chase Owl, Mike Mieske and 
Andrew Kreger) who found 
themselves one stroke behind 
with a 57. 

Proximity winners were 
as follows: Beth Coughlin 
(closest to the pin women 
17th hole), Mike Mieske 
(closest to the pin men 17th 


asks 

hole), Mike Mieske 
(longest drive men 
ninth hole), Beth 
Coughlin (longest 
drive women first 
hole) and Team Bean 
(longest putt coed 
seventh hole.) 

Ronnie Ekdahl, 
recreation youth activ- 
ities manager, appre- 
ciated the sponsors 
who donated various 
prizes for the golfers: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe, Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
College, Ziibiwing Cultural 


Center, Soaring Eagle Waterpark 
and Hotel, the Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort and Migizi. 


This is a PAID Political Advertisement * This is a PAID Political Advertisement 

Re-Elect Council Member 

Chip A. Neyome 

My Vision of Our Future 

My Vision for our Tribe is one of success in both economic development 
and community health; Our Tribe will successfully evaluate financial 
opportunities; our MIGIZI Corporation will be abundantly successful; 
Profits from our Gaming and Migizi Corporation will replenish our Trust 
accounts which will allow us to save for the future while maintaining 
high quality services to members; our cultural programs will be stronger 
than ever; Cultural leaders will be cultivated and their numbers will 
multiply through our continued understanding of the 7 grandfather 
teachings. My vision for our Tribe is one of Health where our Courts, 
Police, ACFS, Behavioral Health & Medical providers begin to see 
a reduction in caseloads; lowering costs over time. Our children will 
be raised in loving cultural homes with a keen understanding of the 
Medicine Wheel. Our leaders will be elected based on Wisdom, Honesty, 
Bravery, Humility, Respect, Love, Truth; not based predominately on 
family or friendship ties. Our future will see cleaner waterways, and a 
more fiercely protected environment; our people will have more access 
to hunting, fishing and gathering activities. I see our people relaxing and 
enjoying the swaying leaves of the oak, maple, and aspen again as we sit 
on the river banks; I see the next generation relaxing in the knowledge 
that past generations have fought to preserve natural resources; and 
that grains grow on our land, a pride in work and a responsibility to 
always prepare our land and resources for our future generations. This 
vision is one of Unity of strength; as we begin to unify and focus our 
positive energy our community will become stronger, healthier, and 
ultimately happier where less drug and alcohol use will take place and 
we will instead support one another in our path along the red road... A 
Reservation where our Elders are truly empowered to impart wisdom 
where our young men are warriors for peace, A Reserve where our 
women are honored and raise healthy children who are protected and 
allowed to grow in the absence of fear and violence. I see our people 
regaining that which was lost and living in abundance; I see our people 
Sharing, Giving, and Helping others. 

This is a PAID Political Advertisement * This is a PAID Political Advertisement 


This is a PAID Political Advertisement • This is a PAID Political Advertisement 

Frank Cloutier, candidate for District III Tribal Council 


Tribal Election year 2015 has brought 
about a lot of interest. Having six indi- 
viduals run for the District III represen- 
tative clearly shows change is desired. 
District III has the most members of any 
of the districts and yet only one repre- 
sentative. Each one of our members 
deserves an experienced advocate. That 
is why I am asking for your support and 
vote this election season. 

Many have told me that they have 
not voted for me in the past because 
they appreciate the work that I do as the 
Director of the Public Relations depart- 
ment. I appreciate the sentiment and I 
am confident we can identify a capable 
individual that would fill in for me while 
I serve on Tribal Council. I assure you 
that with my experience and knowledge 
of policies and ordinances I will make a 
solid advocate for District III. Our tribal 
community is a great source of pride for 
me and I know if given the privilege of 
being part of the decision process we 
can do great things while articulating the 
progress and direction you the member- 
ship determine the leadership take. 

I am a firm believer that when given 
the privilege of leadership we should 
lead by example. The younger mem- 
bership needs that example to follow 
as we continue to grow and become 
more sophisticated. It is our responsi- 
bility to gift our future generations with 
the knowledge we have been blessed to 
leam. If elected I will actively encour- 
age our At-Large talent and experience to 
become involved, employed and advo- 
cate for our district and our tribe. 

The At-Large district continues to be 
marginalized by agreements that give 
privilege to a few and not every member. 
These agreements go against the very 
traditional values we strive to protect. 



“What is best for the many is best for 
the tribe as a whole”. Values like this are 
one of reasons the tribe does not have an 
“Individual Bill of Rights” for its mem- 
bership. Tax benefits for a few and not 
every member of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe is divisive and unfair. We 
need consistency, equitable change with 
equal benefit throughout the entire 
membership and not just a select group. 

Each member deserve an individual 
who leads by example, forms alliances, 
establish and nurture relationships that 
are supportive of District III values and 
goals. I have proven for many years that 
I can do just that for the tribe as a whole 
and I believe I can do that for At-Large at 
the Tribal Council. I am respected and 
valued due in part of the knowledge I pos- 
sess but more importantly for the tena- 
cious way I advocate for our community. 

I will do everything in my power to 
make sure our district is equal in our 
benefits and voice once again. We have 
come too far as a district to lose any 
more ground. You deserve a confident, 
respected and true advocate for our dis- 
trict. Chi Miigwetch for your support 
and belief in our future. 


This is a PAID Political Advertisement * This is a PAID Political Advertisement 
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RCH Soaring 



Tribal 


Community ' 


Eagle racing team educates community on safety importance 



The RCH Soaring Eagle racing team and 
SECR Marketing present the community 
with a generous donation for Tribal youth 
activities. (Pictured left to right: Carey Hart, 
Broc Tickle, Ronnie Ekdahl, David Merrill Jr., 
Ken Roczen and Ricky Carmichael.) 


JOSEPH V. SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

In an effort to educate on the 
importance of safety, the RCH 
Soaring Eagle racing team flew 
in to the Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 
on Aug. 29 as part of the spec- 
tacular 2015 “Edge of Summer 
MX” series. 

Raul Venegas, director of 
marketing and entertainment for 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort, 
coordinated the event and served 
as master of ceremonies, with 
support from Administrative 
Assistant Consuelo Gonzalez. 

The G.O.A.T. (Greatest of 
All Time) motocross superstar 
Ricky Carmichael brought fel- 
low Soaring Eagle racing team 
members Carey Hart, Ken 
Roczen and Broc Tickle with 
him to talk to the Tribal commu- 
nity about motocross safety and 
to sign autographs. 

All four racers were united 
in providing a message on the 
importance of safety, whether rac- 
ing for competition or recreation. 

“A lot of riders get injured 
when they start thinking 
about jumping something they 
can’t,” Carmichael said. “That 
is probably one of the most 
important things I can think 
of because you are taking a 
couple seconds thinking about 
what you are doing on your 


motorcycle. If you can do this 
before you ride, you are going 
to eliminate a lot of wrecks 
and the stuff that isn’t too fun 
about motorcycles.” 

“My advice to help younger 
riders is to just do what you 
feel comfortable doing... if it 
doesn’t feel comfortable, don’t 
do it,” he said. 

The inventor of the “Hart 
Attack,” the first rider ever to 
complete a backflip on a 250cc 
motorcycle, offered some of his 
basics of riding bikes safely. 

“I feel there are basically 
three key components to the 
discussion on safety with the 
first being protective gear,” Hart 
said. “At the bare minimum, 
that would be knee pads, knee 
braces, long sleeve shirt, pants, 


helmet, goggles 
and gloves. If 
you’re going to 
spend the money 
on the bike, you 
don’t want to cut 
comers on the 
protective gear. 
Second is bike 
maintenance by 
making sure 
your spokes, 
chain, filter and 
all aspects of 
the bike is ready 
for the ride. You 
need to leam 
about your motorcycle and how 
to take care of your bike. Third, 
make sure everyone is going in 
the same direction on the track 
and being aware of your sur- 
roundings. When you find your 
local motocross track, you will 
find everyone is going around 
the track in the same direction 
and these safety components are 
being respected.” 

As a 250-class motocross 
world champion, 250 class west 
coast supercross champion and 
450-class U.S. motocross cham- 
pion, Roczen his advice. 

“You want to make sure your 
gear is fitting properly,” Roczen 
said. “When we’re talking about 
safety, your gear is an invest- 
ment in yourself. I know this stuff 
is expensive and equipment is 


handed down to others in the 
family but other athletes in 
sports like football and baseball 
make sure their gear is properly 
fitted for safety.” 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Police and Fire Department 
personnel were also on hand to 
provide Michigan handbooks 
about motorcycle and ATV off 
road vehicle safety, rules and 
regulations. 

Venegas said one of the things 
SECR Marketing is working on 
with RCH is to provide a safe 
track to ride on the Reservation. 

“We are not going to have 
the kinds of jumps you will 
see at the Edge of Summer, 


but parents will know we 
have a practice track that was 
designed by professional rid- 
ers for the Parks and Rec 
Department with safety in 
mind,” Venegas said. “The 
track is in the works for a 
design in 2016 and we will 
work... to develop a plan on 
how to care and maintain the 
track. We definitely have all 
the tools in place to do that.” 

The community cheered as 
Venegas mentioned a generous 
contribution of $22,835.50 
was being made on behalf of 
a celebrity golf outing held by 
SECR Marketing and the RCH 
Soaring Eagle racing team. 



Observer photo by Matthew Wright 


Community members tested their skill with 
peyote stitch beadwork. The two-day workshop was hosted 
by the Seventh Generation Program Sept. 16-17. 


Central Michigan’s Best Selection! Price & Payment, 0 Down Plus Tax, Title & Doc 




2011 Ford Ranger 

Auto, 35k Miles, Like New, Low Miles, 
Vista Blue Metallic. #FU149 

66 mos/$229/$1 3,378 


2012 Mazda6 I Sport 

FWD, Gas 14 2.5L, Auto, Fireglow Red, 
38k Miles, MP3, Cruise. #FU140 

72 mos/$233/$14,700 


2013 Chrysler 200 

Limited, FWD, V6 3.6L, Auto, 16k 
Miles, Cruise, Security System. #FU130 

72 mos/$279/$1 7,450 


2012 Ford Escape XLT 

FWD, Auto, Gas 14 2.5L, 53k Miles, 
Cruise, MP3, Keyless Entry. #FC001A 

72 mos/$276/$1 7,350 


2013 Dodge Charger 
SXT RWD 

Auto, V6 3.6L, 57k Miles. #FT254B 

72 mos/$297/$1 8,650 


2012 Chrysler 200 

Limited, FWD, Gas 14 2.4L, Auto, 
Leather, 29k Miles, MP3. #FU059 

72 mos/$267/$1 6,800 


2010 Toyota Venza 

AWD, Gas 14 2.7L, Auto., 22k Miles, 
Blizzard Pearl White, Cruise. #FU166 

60 mos/$380/$20,395 


2012 Ford Explorer 

XLT, Trailer Tow, Gas V6 3.5L, 54k 
Miles, Ingot Silver Metallic. #FP013A 

72 mos/$429/$26,995 


2013 Chevy Silverado 
2500HD LT 4WD 

Reg. Cab, V8 6.0L, 7k Miles. #FT245B 

72 mos/$457/$30,995 


2013 Lincoln MKZ 

Certified, FWD, Auto, Turbo Gas 14 
2.0L, Cruise, 12k Miles. #FP046 

72 mos/$469/$29,450 


2009 Ford Ranger 

Ext. Cab, Auto, Gas V6 4.0L, 43k Miles, 
6 Cyl., Trailer Tow Pkg. #FU1 65 

60 mos/$342/$1 8,350 


2010 Nissan Frontier 

Crew Cab, 4WD, 65k Miles, Gas V6 
4.0L, Auto, Super Black. #FU160 

60 mos/$458/$24,495 




2014 Chevy Silverado 
1500 LT4WD 

Ext. Cab, 62k Miles, V8 5.3L. #FU136 

72 mos/$472/$29,600 


2013 Lincoln MKZ 


Certified, FWD, Turbo Gas 14 2.0L, 
Auto, 25k Miles, Cruise. #FP045 


72 mos/$492/$30,350 




2012 Ford F-150 XLT 
Crew Cab 4WD 

Auto, 36k Miles, V8 5.0L. #EP035 

72 mos/$508/$30,800 


2012 Jeep Wrangler 
Sahara Unlimited 

Auto, 35k Miles, V6 3.6L. #FU148 

72 mos/$495/$30,695 


Quality Pr-Owned Vehicles 

JUST ARRIVED! 

2013 Ford F-1 50 Crew Cab $526/mo • 66 Mos. • $32,900 

XLT 4x4, 5.0 Auto, Air, Leather, Heated Seats, Bedliner. 

2014 Ford Flex SEL AWD $542/mo • 72 Mos. • $33,900 

4 Dr., Fully Loaded, Trailor Tow Package, Leather, 20k Miles. 


201 3 Ford F-1 50 Supercab $528/mo • 72 Mos. • $32,995 

XLT 4x4, 6 Cyl., Ecoboost, Auto, 23k Miles, 1 -Owner. 


2013 Ford Flex Limited $552/mo • 72 Mos. • $34,500 

AWD, Fully Loaded, Syng Moon Roof , Leather, 3k Miles. 

2014 Ford Escape 4WDSE $388/mo • 72 Mos. • $24,350 

Auto, 4 Dr., Leather, Full Power, 1400 Miles, Gray Metallic. #FP074 


2010 Ford Fusion 4 Dr. SE $234/mo *60 Mos. *$i 2,650 

4 Cyl., Auto, Full Power, Red Metallic. #FU185 


2011 Ford Fiesta SE 4 Dr. $1 74/mo • 66 Mos. • $i 0,298 

Hatchback, Auto, Air, Cruise, 1 -Owner, Gray Metallic, Stereo CD. 4FC082A 

2014 Ford Edge 4 Dr. SEL FWD $27,300 

6 Cyl., Auto, Power Locks & Windows, Navigation, 6k Miles, Sync, Keyless. 

2013 GMC Sierra 4 Dr. 4x4 SLE Kodiak $31,650 

5.3 V8, Auto, Power, Bedliner, Trailor Tow, 22k Miles, Maroon Metallic. 

2014 Ford Focus Titanium 4 Dr. $17,995 

4 Cyl., Auto, Full Power, Moonroof 13k Miles, Spoiler White/Black Leather. 

2013 Ford F-150 Crew XLT 4x4 $31,900 

Ecoboost, Auto, Full Power, Chrome Wheels, Trailor Tow, Tonneau Cover. 

2014 Ford Fusion 4 Dr. SE $18,200 

4 Cyl, Auto, Cruise, Power, Sync, Keyless Entry, 33k Miles, Dark Gray. 

2012 Ford F-350 4x4 Crew Cab $28,800 

6.2L V8 Auto, Cruise, Power, Trailor Tow, White, 7 5k Miles, White in Color. 


201 4 Chrysler Town & Country Touring $20,995 

4 Dr., 6 Cyl., Auto, Air, Power, 3rd Row Seating, 38k Miles, Luggage Rack. 


KRAPOHL’S 


WE BUY 


Clean Cars, Trucks & SUV's 

Visit our website 

a 770 r r\-7 a I . ^ ™ WWW.KRAPOHL.COM 

1-800-772-5974 \ Mt. Pleasant • 1 Block East of Meijer forourentke inventory! 

Price & Payment $0 Down plus Tax, Title and Doc. Financing 4.9% fixed rate with approved credit. Down payment on trade equity will lower payment. All vehicles subject to Prior Sale, see dealer for details. 


65 YEARS 
STRONG 
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“nDigiDreams” workshop promotes “healing our communities one story at a time” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Little Traverse Bay Band Elder Linda 
Smith (left) finds pictures of her 
ancestors with the help of Navajo 
Elder Brenda Manualito. 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Carmella Rodriguez (left) and Grand 
Traverse Band Elder Arlene Kashata 
(middle) assist SCIT Elder Barb Sprague 
with her digital story. 


JOSEPH V.SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

Community members gathered 
together to create digital stories: 
Three to five minute “mini-mov- 
ies” to increase health education, 
prevention and advocacy about 
cancer and cardiovascular dis- 
ease among Native peoples on 
Sept. 15-17, 2015 at the Ziibiwing 
Cultural Center. 

The digital storytelling work- 
shop promoting “healing our com- 
munities one story at a time” was 
facilitated by nDigiDreams, LLC, 
a woman-owned indigenous- 
focused training and consulting 
company from Santa Fe, N.M. 

Funding was provided by the 
Michigan Department of Health 
and Human Services with support 
from the Inter-Tribal Council of 
Michigan, Inc. and the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe. 

Since 2008, nDigiDreams has 
traveled extensively across Turtle 
Island working to train and build 
capacity among Native peoples 
by tapping into user-friendly, low- 
cost technology to create first per- 
son narratives of healing, survival 
and resilience. 

To date, nDigiDreams has 
trained more than 1300 individu- 
als from throughout 80 tribal 
nations across 15 states. 

In 2011, they conducted their 
first training in Michigan and have 
co-created digital stories with the 
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa 


& Chippewa Indians, Keweenaw 
Bay Indian Community, Pokagon 
Band of Potawatomi Indians and 
Match-E-Be-Nash- She- Wish 
(Gun Lake Tribe.) 

The digital storytelling facili- 
tators for the Saginaw Chippewa 
workshop included Brenda 
Manuelito (Navajo) and Carmella 
Rodriguez from Santa Fe, N.M. 
and Arlene Kashata (Grand 
Traverse Band Elder) from 
Traverse City, Mich. 

Manuelito said as Native peo- 
ples, core values and manner of 
teaching through oral stories and 
first-hand experience may never 
change, but the tools and tech- 
nology used to share Indigenous 
knowledge and wisdom has 
undergone rapid change. 

“Today we are able to express, 
share, and heal each other 
through the making and sharing 


of first-person stories using the 
laptop computer, Internet, and 
various digital photos, videos, and 
songs,” Manuelito said. “Most 
importantly, we use our authen- 
tic voice to ‘tell our own story,’ 
which raises the vibration around 
and within us which includes our 
families, our communities, our 
ancestors as well as the land, trees 
and water. 

“It's important to share our life 
stories to help each other and to 
let the world know, like our ances- 
tors, we are still standing, living, 
drumming, singing, and praying 
for our people and all that sur- 
rounds us,” she said. “The time is 
now. The time is critical.” 

Rodriguez said the nDigiS- 
torytelling approach uses a 
four directions model that taps 
into all parts of Native’s being 
and seasons of the life cycle to 


ignite the teachings and wis- 
doms that lie within on the 
journey to the Good Life. 

“On the first day, we show 
examples of other Tribal 
Members' digital stories across 
Turtle Island, then, we gather 
into a story circle for individu- 
als to share their life experiences 
through their sacred breath, songs, 
dreams, and stories,” Rodriguez 
said. “After the three-day work- 
shop, the digital storytellers walk 
away with their finished movie to 
do whatever they desire, perhaps 
watch it at home with their family, 
share it on their Facebook, or take 
it to meetings and conferences to 
educate others.” 

Participants were each asked 
to “share a story that only they 
can tell” about an important turn- 
ing point in their life, regarding a 
health-related experience. 


The messages focus not on 
health disease and disparity, but 
on the importance of family, 
traditional teachings, spiritual- 
ity, and resilience. 

Kashata said women guarantee 
the future of generations. 

“These digital stories, too, can 
carry on the wisdom and knowl- 
edge for the next generations,” 
Kashata said. “By Native digital 
storytellers sharing parts of their 
life experiences. . . they share their 
legacy of strength, wisdom and 
love for their children and grand- 
children to listen and leam from.” 

A community-wide screen- 
ing of the first set of Saginaw 
Chippewa health-related digital 
stories took place on Sept. 18 at 
the Ziibiwing Cultural Center. The 
stories can be found on the Nimkee 
Memorial Wellness Center web- 
site at www.sagchip.org. 

Behavioral Health Business 
Services and ATR Coordinator 
Elizabeth Evans said Behavioral 
Health, in partner with the Access 
to Recovery Initiative, will be 
hosting a digital story workshop 
slated for Dec. 1-4. 

“We would like to have com- 
munity members who are in 
recovery come and work on a 
story to share with the community 
to possibly inspire someone else 
new to recovery,” Evans said “We 
have space for 10 individuals and 
this is an opportunity for individu- 
als to share that hope and recovery 
is possible.” 


Editorial: I’m wondering if things ever change or do they stay the same 


CHARMAIN E SHAWANA 

Contributing Writer 

Some of the things I saw my 
grandmother do when I was a 
child, I find myself doing in 
my old age. 

I remember watching her 
do the dishes. She would haul 
the water or have us kids haul 
it. Then she would wash the 
dishes, and when she was done, 
she would pour scalding hot tea 
pot water from the stove on the 
freshly washed dishes to rinse 
them clean. That’s the way she 
washed dishes, all the time. 

As a child, I was fascinated 


with daily routines of life. They 
were so different at Grandma’s 
house. There was no running 
water, no electricity, and no 
flush toilet. 

We always came home to 
Mount Pleasant, between going 
from base to base; as my father 
was in the Army, and we trav- 
eled around a lot. 

We have a cabin in Canada, 
and like Grandma’s house, there 
is no running water, electricity, or 
flush toilet. I remember the way 
she washed the dishes and I do 
them the same way at the cabin. I 
also have a wringer washer that I 
use up there as well. 


One day I caught myself pull- 
ing the hair out of the hair brush 
and putting it in the woodstove 
just like she used to do. Some 
things never change. 

I recall some things my mom 
used to talk about... food offer- 
ings, the traditional use of semaa, 
(tobacco), covering the mirrors in 
the lightning storm, and other tra- 
ditional teachings. 

Even though my mom went to 
boarding school, she remembered 
her upbringing and tried to pass 
those things on to us. 

I think about my own grand- 
kids nowadays. I was so happy 
to put my granddaughters out 


on their Berry Fast, when they 
started their First Moon. I made 
sure they all had their Spirit 
Names and knew about the cer- 
emonies of our people. 

In life, I think we all do the best 
we can with what we have. We 
have to be patient with ourselves 
and know where we come from 
and where we are going. 

Our ancestors and grand- 
parents knew the natural world 
around us and how to best deal 
with life on a day-to-day basis. 

As the leaves change on this 
autumn day, I’m wondering if 
things ever change or do they 
stay the same? 


Are you doing your best to 
teach your children and grand- 
children some of the teachings our 
grandparents gave us? 

If we don’t know our language, 
don’t practice our traditions, don’t 
know our heritage, then what is to 
become of us a people? How are 
we politically, socially and spiri- 
tually different from the non-Indi- 
ans? Sometimes I wonder what 
will become of us. . . as a people. . . 

I know there are a lot of us that 
are practicing our traditions and 
learning our language, but prob- 
ably twice as many that are not. . . 

Are we the same as the 
non-Indians? 



Enjoy th 
Scenic 


Route! 


Take a drive with an 
auto loan from ICCU 


ICCU AA/V 

Isabella Community 
Credit Union 


Comfortable Payments • Low Rates 
See us first for pre-approval! 


Need a Lawyer to Protect Your Rights? 


Assaults I Drug Charges I Negligent Homicide I Sex Charges I Fraud 
Embezzlement I Theft I Breaking & Entering I Murder Charges 
Domestic Violence I Drunk Driving I Juvenile Offenses 


• Former Prosecutor for Isabella County for 12 years 

• Past President of Prosecuting Attorney Association of Michigan 

• Obtained “Not Guilty” verdicts in Homicide, Sexual Assault 
and Drunk Driving Cases 

• Mt. Pleasant Buyer’s Guide/Morning Sun and CM Life 
Newspaper awarded “People’s Choice Award” 

• Voted #1 “Best Attorney” for the last 13 years in a row! 




Joseph T. Barberi, P.C. Attorneys at Law 


989 . 773.3423 or 800 . 336.3523 

2305 Hawthorn Dr, Suite C, Mt. Pleasant 

www.josephbarberi.com 


989.773.5927 • ICCUonline.com 

2400 Isabella Rd • 102 E Broadway • 2100 E Remus, Mt Pleasant 
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Lauri Cloutier-Lee honored as “Sage 


NATALIE SHATTUC K 

Editor 

Tribal Descendent Lauri 
Cloutier-Lee received “Sage 
Woman of the Year” at the 
July 2015 Michigan Coalition 
to End Domestic and Sexual 
Violence (MCEDSV) annual 
banquet in Bay City. 

Cloutier-Lee received the 
honor from Women of Color 
Institute for her activism to end 
violence against women. 

As a survivor of physical 
assault, domestic violence and 
incarceration, Cloutier-Lee 
gained the courage to share 
those experiences in her activ- 
ism and advocacy. She has 
shared her experience with sur- 
vivors for more than 30 years, 


AIMAN SHAHPURWALA 

Water Resource Technician 

Some scientists have linked 
the invasion of zebra and 
quagga mussels to the increase 
in algal overgrowth. 

Zebra and quagga mus- 
sels are filter feeders and 
they remove the green algae 


helping them begin their faith 
and healing journey. 

She has been an advocate in 
the movement to end violence 
against women since 1978, and 
has worked as a crisis, legal and 
emergency response advocate in 
rural Alaska, Wyoming, Montana 
and South Dakota. 

Throughout her career, she 
has fought to bring awareness 
to the needs of domestic and 
sexual abuse survivors who 
are incarcerated. 

In 2009, she joined 
MCEDSV as the Open Doors 
project coordinator. 

The Open Doors Project, 
funded primarily by the 
Department of Health and 
Human Services, was a national 
project intended to build pro- 
gram and community capacity 


and phytoplankton from riv- 
ers and lakes, which are 
essential to healthy ecosys- 
tem functions. In doing so, 
they leave behind blue-green 
algae, which can then begin 
to gather in large quantities. 

As they filter-feed, they 
remove particles from the water 
letting more sunlight through to 
the bottom of the lake or river. 


focused on comprehensive sur- 
vivor-centered, evidence-based 
advocacy, specifically designed 
to meet the needs of incarcer- 
ated and formerly incarcerated 
battered women. 

Cloutier-Lee understood first- 
hand how important it was for 
domestic violence and sexual 
assault service providers to under- 
stand abuse and the vulnerability 
of incarcerated women. 

She enhanced the project with 
her correction’s system knowl- 
edge and speaking tours with 
prison and jail systems throughout 
the country. 

The following is an excerpt 
from the July speech recogniz- 
ing Cloutier-Lee: 

“If you are fortunate to know 
Lauri personally, then you know 


This provides adequate 
amount of sunlight for blue-green 
algae to thrive. The removal of 
these invasive species may help 
control blue-green algae popula- 
tions in the Great Lakes region. 

Lor more information on this 
article, please contact Aiman 
Shahpurwala water resource 
technician at 989-775-4081 or 
ashahpurwala@sagchip. org. 


Woman 

she is a proud Native 
American woman, who 
holds her traditions and 
culture close. In her last 
year at the 2011 coalition, 

Lauri took the lead in plan- 
ning one of the most mem- 
orable Women of Color 
Institutes. If you attended 
that year, then you 
remember the warm wel- 
come from the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe 
at the beautiful Ziibiwing 
Cultural Center in Mount 
Pleasant, Mich. 

We were treated to a 
wonderful private tour 
of the cultural center 
and gifted with stories of the 
Tribe and many other Native 
American traditions. It was an 
amazing evening topped with a 
delicious buffet. 

Lauri worked tirelessly to 
make that evening as special 
as it was, but that’s just Lauri; 
always taking care of others 
and making sure no one feels 
left out. It’s the very thing that 
makes her such an incredible 
advocate. Her compassion for 
people and her contemplative- 
ness is often a source of com- 
fort to others in crisis.” 

Cloutier-Lee also worked as 
a legal advocacy and the emer- 
gency response team coordinator 


of the Year” 



Courtesy of Myron Cloutier 


Lauri Cloutier-Lee (center) 
received “Sage Woman of the 
Year” at the Michigan Coalition 
to End Domestic and Sexual 
Violence (MCEDSV) annual 
banquet in July 2015. 

at the YWCA Flint, and crisis 
line trainer and domestic vio- 
lence court advocate. 

She also worked seven 
years at the Safehouse Center 
in Ann Arbor. 

The speech concluded with, 
“Lauri has been greatly missed 
in the work, though she has been 
away, she has not been forgot- 
ten. We miss her humor, her 
tenaciousness, her creativity, her 
kindness, her love of sisterhood, 
her compassion, her generosity, 
her loyalty, and most importantly, 
her beautiful spirit... Lauri has 
definitely inspired us all and has 
made a difference in the lives of so 
many survivors. That is why she is 
the Sage Woman of the Year.” 


Zebra or quagga mussels remove green algae 
and phytoplankton from rivers and lakes 


Experience the fascinating history and rich culture of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan at the Midwest's Premier American Indian Museum 



October Indigenous 
12th, „ T rv 

2015 Peoples Day 


12: 00pm- 1:00pm UC Terrace Rooms 

Soup and Substance: Language Revitalization 

Join us for an informal setting for a presentation on the Anishnaabe 4> -.„ 

Language Revitalization with guest speaker, Howard Webkamigad. Howard |^‘ ^ 
was born and raised in WiikiwemkooNsing on the Wikwemikong Unceded 
Indian Reservation. His educational background includes and B.A. from 
Laurentian University, a B.E.d. from Nipissing University College and a M.A. 
from Michigan State University. He has taught at Central Michigan 
University and is now currently in his twenty-second year teaching at 
Algoma University teaching in the Anishinaabemowin Degree program. 


l:00pm-3:00pm Lower Level UC 
Misconceptions of Columbus Information Table 




6650 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI, 48858 • 989.775.4750 • www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing 

ATTENTION EDUCATORS! 

AMERICAN INDIAN 
HERITAGE SPECIAL 


Song & Dance Presentations 
and Museum Tours 

Every Tuesday thru Friday 
September 1 to November 25 

( except September 25 ) 


Visit www.sagchip.org/ziibiwingioY details 



CMU 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
UNIVERSITY 

For more information call CMU Office of Native American Programs at 989.775.2508 
CMU, an AA/EO institution, strongly and actively strives to increase diversity and provide equal opportunity withip its community. , 


UPCOMING NOVEMBER EVENTS: 

Spirit Feast November 6 

Quillbox Workshop November 9-13 

Cranbrook Opening November 14 

Collection Showing November 14-21 

Circle of Indigenous Arts November 20&21 




>4 


riidC -i& -Rgdu/I/f-C- 


Adults: 

5-day workshop 
5:30pm - 8:30pm 
$35 per person 


Attention Educators: Book a 1-Day 
Workshop for your Students! 

6 th Grade-College Students: 

1-day workshop 

$4 per student 

$2 per educator/chaperone 


All Materials Provided 

November 9-13, 2015 


Exclusive 

Sponsor: 


Registration required 

Contact Glenna Genereaux to register 
at 989.775.4744 or ggenereaux@sagchip.org 


VL J/rt of 

Quillbox MJorbilu 


op 


with 2014 National Endowment for the 
Arts (NEA) National Heritage Fellowship 
Award recipient, porcupinequillworker 

Yvonne Walker Keshick 

Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa 



CALL FOR NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN ARTISTS! 
APPLICATIONS DUE BY OCTOBER 17, 2015 


GRAND PRIZE: 
$2,500 

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD! 


INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S 
ARTISTIC MERIT AWARDS 




November 20 & 21, 2015 
11am - 6pm 


Children’s Activities * Fine Art 
Music * Dance • Demonstrations 


For applications: Call (989) 775-4750 or 
Download at www.sagchip.org/ziibiwirg 


2014 People's Choice Winner 
'Bandolier Sag" by Alice Jo Ricketts 

PTOlcgraphy tj rti>r$ Gp/, 3 Stodia 


Exclusive 

Sponsor: 
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Fun If Games 
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1 leaves 

aniibiishikaa 

bright leaves 

waatebagaa 

red 

miskwaande 

yellow 

ozaawaande 

orange 

wezaawiminagazid 

windy 

aanimad 

gather 

maamigin 

moonlight 

giizhigaate 

new moon 

oshkagoojin 

season 

apaabowe 

hopeful 

ombendam 

prepare 

ozhiitaa 

1 live proper 

gwayako bimaadizi 

| necessary 

booch 

| ambitious 

gwaashkwezi 

| awake 

goshkozi 

| bake 

giboz 

| apple 

mishiimin 

I pie 

biitoosijigan 

| taste good 

minopogozi 
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Nbwaakaawin chi piitendaakwad 
Wisdom is a very special thinc 


Nichols, John, D, & Nyholm, Earl. A Concise Dictionary of Minnesota Ojibwe. University of Minnesota Press. Minneapolis. 1995. Title by Isabelle Osawamick. 


WHERE ON THE REZ? 


Do you know where this is? 

Answer the puzzle correctly by 
Oct. 16 through e-mail or 
telephone. Your name will go into 
a drawing and one winner will 
receive two free announcements 
in the Tribal Observer. 

Submit Answers To: 

dcontu@sogchip.org 
or call 989-775-4010 


LUST MONTH: 


Last Month's Winner: 

No Winner 




Farmers Market Pavilion 




Tribal Observer 

COf* lt - 


Em; 




•- 


Email your submissions to 
observer@sagchip.org or turn 
them in to the Tribal Observer 
office located inside the Tribal 
Operations building. 



Available at: The Humane Animal Treatment Society 

1 105 S. Isabella Rd. Mt. Pleasant Hatsweb.org 989.775.0830 Email: isabellahats@gmail.com 

Monday - Friday: 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Saturday: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. I Puppies: $175, Dogs: $160, Cats: $85 Senior Dogs: $100, Cats: $85 


The Wigwam has 
sheltered our ancestors 
from storms and bad 
weather since the dawn 
of time. The wigwam 
has witnessed the 
hardships our people 
have had to endure not 
only through the hands of change and war, but upon our 
strongest enemies, ourselves. The spirit of the wigwam 
does not forget and keeps with it the wisdom to guide the 
souls that have strayed back to a peaceful life. 

Comments or feedback can be sent to: 
wigwam_wisdom@yahoo.com 

*(WW is intended entertainment purposes only. Please make 
sure to seek professional counseling when necessary .) 


Dear WW: I just started dating a man, and I feel 
like I’m being dishonest. Or maybe it’s really no 
one’s business, I’m not sure, but I have been diag- 
nosed with a mental illness and am on medication. 
I have not always been as stable as I am now and 
that’s what scares me. I get regular check ups and 
go to counseling. I’m afraid if I tell him, it will scare 
him off or worse, he’ll think I’m loony. If I don’t tell 
him and he eventually finds out, he might be upset I 
never told him. We are ready to go on a trip together 
and I’ll have to bring my medication, what if he 
asks me about my medication? Doing Well Now 

Dear Well Now: It could be none of his business, 
but I would recommend that you be honest with 
him. Ask yourself what you have to lose? You 
want someone to be supportive of you, right? If 
he can’t deal with it, now is the time to find out. 
You can offer him to go to one of your appoint- 
ments and/or counseling so a professional can 
explain and answer any questions. Under no cir- 
cumstances should you ever not take prescribed 
medication because you are afraid of what others 
might think. If you aren’t prepared to discuss it 
yet, you can always take your medication in a pill 
box for confidential purposes during your trip. 


Dear WW: My husband is a truck driver and has 
been doing so for several years now. It wasn’t so 
bad in the beginning when the kids were little but 
now that they are getting bigger, it’s getting harder 
and harder when he leaves. Long story short, our 
kids do not listen to me. I get tired of threatening 
them, and he always has to be the bad guy when he 
gets home because he does the disciplining. Now 
I dread when he leaves and when he has to come 
home and discipline the kids. I don’t know what to 
do! Wait Until Your Father Gets Home! 

Dear Wait: Parenting is best when two people 
act as parents. You are more than capable of par- 
enting your own children than you know. Do not 
wait for your husband to come home to discipline 
them. Get a backbone and do it the minute they 
act up. Good parenting is not always being the 
nice guy and turning the other cheek. Your chil- 
dren will actually appreciate you more when you 
do step up to the plate to take action instead of 
being a doormat. You can also request that your 
husband get another job so he is home with you 
to help raise the children together. His presence 
speaks louder than any pay check! 


Dear WW: I have a problem with my husband 
being mean to my children from a previous mar- 
riage. I guess he has always been like this but 
now it is getting worse. Before, it was his attitude 
and looks that no one really noticed except me. 
Now he is starting to say rude things. Last week, 
when my ex came to pick them up, he didn’t even 
say goodbye! If Looks Could Kill 

Dear Looks: Being rude is never acceptable. You 
need to speak up and say something on behalf of 
your children. I highly doubt that no one really 
noticed but you. Lack of good, honest communica- 
tion is why a lot of marriages fail. The bigger ques- 
tion is — why would you ever think it is acceptable 
to be in a relationship where your children are not 
treated with the utmost respect? 
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2015 Primary Election: Candidate Profiles 

The Tribal election year is upon us again; as SCIT Tribal Members 
cast their votes in the Primary Election on Oct. 13, the Tribal Observer 
is providing the Tribal Membership with a platform spread that fea- 
tures candidates on the Primary Election ballot. 

These profiles provide voters with an opportunity to learn more 
about these candidates. All primary candidate photos are included. 
Candidates that have opted to include their profiles are also included. 

All profiles are published as submitted. The Tribal Observer did 
not edit or restructure in any wav. 



I was born and raised on the Reservation. I’ve worked 
within the Tribe in various positions since my teenage years 
and I currently work at Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort in 
Management. I do have over 6 years of schooling or educa- 
tion and the determination to take us to a higher level of suc- 
cess. I’m sincerely concerned about the Tribe’s Enterprises 
and the future for the members. I will be innovative with 
increasing revenue for the tribe. I will continue to support 
current and future programs that are in the best interest of the 
people. If our future is to be successful, difficult decisions 
and change must be made. I love my Reservation and am 
Proud to be Native. I will work hard and smart to reach our 
goals to make our Tribe successful. To whom ever it may 
concern thank you for your support. Chi Miigwetch 



Boozhu, 

My name is Candace Benzinger a married mother of two 
children and blessed with one grandchild. I’ve been born and 
raised in Mt. Pleasant. I am a loyal, dedicated and longtime 
employee of The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe with 28 % 
years of service; 8 years in Gaming and 20+ years for Tribal 
Operations. If elected I would like to see our Tribe be more 
prosperous by looking into different options to generate more 
revenue towards our future funds. I also would like to help 
make our Reservation a drug-free zone for our residents. I 
appreciate your support and would be honored to serve our 
Membership if selected. Miigwetch!! 



Aanii, My name is Dennis R. Christy, Sr. “Boon”. I graduated 
from Mt. Pleasant High School in 1974. 1 graduated from LATA 
in 1976 with an Associates degree of Fine Arts. I have been an 
active sculptor for the last forty years where I have ran and man- 
aged my own successful art business called Thunder Hammer 
Studios in New Mexico and Rosebush Michigan. While running 
my business I have dealt with contracts and had numerous busi- 
ness relationships around the nation. I am now in a place in my 
life where I can devote my time and energy to the well being 
of our people and community by being a just and sincere Tribal 
Council Member. I will not make false promises. I can promise 
you that I will do my best to do whats right for our people. I 
would greatly appreciate your vote. 

Chi Miigwetch, Dennis R. Christy, Sr. 



Boozhu, my name is Denise Cantu. I reside in district one 
and will be running for a seat on Tribal Council this fall. 
I have an Associates degree in Business from Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal College and am pursuing a Bachelors 
degree in Economics with a minor in legal studies at Central 
Michigan University. Majority of my work history is in the 
gaming operations in Finance operations and Management. 
I have eight children and 14 grandchildren. I enjoy work- 
ing for the tribe and desire to see our people succeed. I feel 
together we can strengthen what we have and improve the 
futures outlook. I ask for your consideration and vote in 
this election, Miigwech. 



Melinda Coffin is currently employed as the Associate General 
Manager for the Soaring Eagle Waterpark and Hotel. Her 
strengths include researching ways to become more efficient to 
reduce costs and increase revenue. She is knowledgeable of all 
our Tribal businesses and believes in the potential that we have 
to continue to increase business, which will sustain for future 
generations. Melinda is a strong advocate for Education and 
currently serves on the Tribal Education Advisory Board. She 
earned her MBA degree from CMU and uses her education and 
experience to make sound business decisions. Her decisions have 
been and will always be made with the best interests of our Tribal 
Nation. Through her education and work experience, Melinda 
has gained valuable knowledge of the hospitality and gaming 
industries which would be a great asset to bring to a seat on our 
Tribal Council. Thank you for your consideration. Miigwetch! 



My name is Federico (Fred) Cantu Jr., I am running for district 
1 Tribal Council. I currently work for the Tribal Fire Department 
as Fire Chief and have been employed with the Tribe for over 27 
years. Working for the Fire Department gives me the opportunity 
to serve my community knowing that what we do makes a dif- 
ference. I also have experience in Gaming management as well 
as administrative duties. I have also served on Tribal Council in 
years past and assisted in the development of Migizi EDC, along 
with a number of different revenues opportunities. My goal is to 
continue to find ways to strengthen our Tribe and its position in 
the market place, to create opportunities for our members and a 
place for our members to work. I am married and have 8 children 
and 14 grandchildren. I ask for your consideration and vote for 
this upcoming election. 



My name is Michelle (Jackson) Colwell. I work in Tribal 
Administration and have spent 17 years of my tribal career 
in Council and SEBD meetings listening and typing the offi- 
cial minutes. I've seen many Councils ignore the same major 
issues still lingering today. We are facing difficult times and 
difficult decisions are required! It's time that each one of us 
vote to elect strong people with integrity, a sense of obligation 
to the Tribe, and a transparency that will keep the membership 
informed. A Council that will stand behind their decisions no 
matter what. Those that know me know I am that type of per- 
son and I promise nothing but to do my very best if elected. I 
guarantee I will stand behind my decisions which will always 
be based on the Tribe’s best interest, not my own or my fam- 
ily’s. My sole concern is the future of our Tribe. 



Carmona-Pego, 
Faith D. 


Boozhoo! My name is Faith Carmona-Pego. I am a candi- 
date for Tribal Council District 1 . I am asking for your vote 
in the upcoming Primary and Tribal Election. I have over 
3 years experience as the Chairwoman of the Indian Child 
Welfare Committee. I have worked with a group of Nokomis 
who share the same concerns as I do. We look out for the 
well-being of our tribal children, tribal families, tribal com- 
munity. I am asking for your vote. I will uphold the Tribes 
Constitution. I will make informed decisions for our tribe. 
I would also like our tribe to hire an attorney to protect our 
sovereignty. Miigwetch for your support and vote in the 
upcoming election. Vote for Faith Carmona-Pego! 



Hi Tribal Member; 

I’m counting on your vote for me in the Election next month. 
I will give you 1 00% to the Tribal issues 
I will work on your issues as you present them to me. I will 
get you a answer. 

The Tribe once was a leader thru-out Indian Country; with 
hard work and Determination we will lead again. 

The Membership is a strong tool and must be used to secure 
the future for the Tribe 

Thank you, 

Tim J Davis 
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My name is Ronald Ekdahl, everyone knows me as Ronnie. I am 
asking for your votes in this upcoming election because I want 
to work for change within the Tribe. I have worked for the past 
7 years as a manager and director of the Parks and Recreation 
department. I have an understanding of the Tribal operations side 
of our government and businesses. My heart and focus has been 
and always will be on bettering our youth’s future and how we as 
a tribe can assist them. In order to ensure that our membership 
continues to receive the benefits of per capita payments, I would 
like to work on expanding our portfolio into industry-based 
investments. Some ideas that I have are based on sustainable 
noninvasive or “Green” industries that are trending in the real 
world. I would also like to work for improvements in our already 
successful gaming businesses. Miigwech 



I have worked for the Tribe since 1994 with a few breaks in between. 
I have worked in Gaming, Recycling, Career Development 
Program, Leadership Program, Environmental Resource Program 
Specialist, At-Large Supervisor. I have at least 5 ideas that I would 
like to mention that if elected I will dedicate and advocate to get 
done, now remember that I will only be one voice. I will strongly 
voice these ideas and hope that others elected will see the impor- 
tance of these ideas and make it a priority to pursue as well. The 
ideas are as follows: Re-Invest, Increase Revenues, Education, 
Sovereignty, and Department Stability & Service Retention. 
Your vote will assist me in helping restore our Tribes Financial 
Downfall and begin the rebuilding of our economy. I am making 
no personal promises, but only to do my best for the Tribe and 
brighten our future. Thanks for your confidence in me. 



Hello, my name is Bill Federico. I am a former council mem- 
ber with some experience dealing with our tribal affairs, both 
at the national and local level. I consider myself an indepen- 
dent thinker with the ability to formulate new and fresh ideas 
to help the tribe prosper with the changing times. I would 
like the membership to know that I will pursue a greater 
accountability of our tribal businesses and the income that 
it generates. My hope is that some day the Tribe will be able 
to increase the memberships per-capita payments. We need 
to get past this idea of blaming it on a bad economy as the 
reason we must continually lower these payments. If we con- 
tinue to allow this as our excuse, we may find ourself back to 
picking up a frozen turkey in the old Bingo Hall again. I'm 
just exaggerating, but you get the point. 



My name is Julie Peters Hinmon and I am asking for you to 
consider voting for me this year. My experience comes from 
the many years that I have been a Tribal Member. I heard about 
many issues facing our Tribe today, each issue must be cor- 
rected and solutions needed. My priorities to consider: how do 
we improve each department or program by it’s importance, how 
do we improve Tribal Council that should be reliable all week 
when complaints do happen and take immediate action on a tribal 
member’s behalf, how do we re-evaluate and hire new lawyers 
who will work in our best interest not for those outside our com- 
munity, how to solve the many complaints about the Tribal Police 
because tribal members are retaliated against by other people and 
aren‘t allowed to file complaints for their own protection, help 
improve casino and water park for more business opportunities. 



Boozho, My name is Cathy Fisher (Matthews). I am the 
Healing to Wellness Coordinator (assisting addicted persons 
to sober living). I have two wonderful sons David and Garret; 
who also work for our tribe and three beautiful granddaugh- 
ters; Aria, Alexis and Shanee. I am the newly elected Interim 
Chairperson for the Indian Child Welfare Committee. I have 
been on this committee for 2 years. I have a commitment 
to our children and elderly. I have an Associate in Liberal 
Arts with an interest in Social Work. I have lived here for 
43 years. I have 14 years of service to our tribe and these 
spans 19 years. I have seen the Policy and Procedures 
change three times in this time. I also have worked in sev- 
eral departments including the casino and know what can 
be changed to better our tribe and membership. 



Hello, my name is Brent. I believe I’m a respectable candidate for 
Council because I understand the long term impact that Council’s 
decisions have on the SCIT Membership, tribal sovereignty, tribal 
affairs, and our businesses. I am a father as well as a grandfather 
of two beautiful girls. I have worked for the Tribe since 1989 
in various capacities in Table Games from Dealer to my current 
position of Director. I’ve also been a Gaming Commissioner and 
have served two terms on Council. I have lived a clean and sober 
life for over two decades. I believe sobriety and a clean back- 
ground are important attributes for any candidate. I value team- 
work, dedication, and hard work and believe that Tribal Council 
Members should hold themselves to the same standards. These 
experiences have given me a well-rounded view of the operations 
of the Tribe and Gaming enterprises. Thank you for your time. 



My name is Damian F isher. I am a tribal elder living at Andahwod. 
Every morning you can usually find me at Nimkee Fitness Center 
working out to keep healthy. I work in Mt. Pleasant as a lawyer 
at my law firm called Gray Sky & Associates PLLC. My firm 
specializes in community and economic development, and I also 
help Tribal members with any legal problems they may face. I 
help in the tribal community with the Native Farmers Market, 
Michigan Indian Family Olympics, Tribal Education Advisory 
Board, and the Ogitchidaw Warriors Society. I help in the Mt. 
Pleasant Community with Real Food Grows and at the Central 
Michigan University Research Corporation. I’ve worked in 
Michigan Indian Countiy for 20 years; I know the hard work we 
have ahead of us. Please vote for me because I care about our 
children, our elders, our veterans, our future, and you. 



I have lived in Mt. Pleasant my entire life. Throughout the years 
our Tribe has grown and prospered enormously. I know we can 
continue to expand and diversify to become bigger and bet- 
ter. One of the most important issues is to build a better legal 
department. A department that will have the legal knowledge and 
tenacity to uphold the Tribal Constitution, civil rights of Tribal 
Members, and our Treaty rights. We are the Tribe and need to take 
a stand by reminding others that we are not only Tribal Members, 
we are also U.S. Citizens with civil rights guaranteed under the 
U.S. Constitution and the 1968 Indian Civil Rights Act. I know 
there are many other issues concerning the Tribe, but we must not 
forget to protect our Members. Another issue is to expand educa- 
tional opportunities for our Tribal Youth, our future. Education is 
an important factor in maintaining Sovereignty. 



My name is Jean Flamand and I have been employed for the Tribe 
for almost 21 years. I started working at the little casino, then 2 
years in the Public Relations Department and for the past 18 years 
I’ve been with the Tribe’s Human Resources Department. My cur- 
rent position is Assistant HR Manager for the SECR Hospitality 
Division. I am currently serving on the Pow-Wow Committee 
and previously served on the American Indian Business 
Leaders Committee, Education Committee and the Parks & Rec 
Committee. Most of my life has been here on the reservation rais- 
ing my five children ages 20, 19, 16, 14, and 9. Family is very 
important to me and that is why my voice will focus on our Elders 
and youth. Other areas that also need focus is our Tribal School/ 
College, updating and communicating with Tribal Members and 
exploring other business opportunities to increase revenue. 



Anii Boozhu Niijiis, My name is Maynard Kahgegab Jr. I am the 
grandson of Nelson (Emily) Kahgegab and Wilfred (Julia) Peters. 
I am the current Director of Finance for the SECR. As Director it 
is my responsibility and duty to secure Tribal assets. A job I do not 
take lightly. I have always supported programs for the Elders and 
our children. Preserving our language and way of life has become 
paramount as we move forward into our future. Education and 
Behavioral Health have my special attention because we need to 
help our stmggling brothers and sisters — not judge them. I have 
served as Councilman and Chief . I have Government and busi- 
ness experience that will help me guide the Tribal Community. I 
pledge to you my commitment to serving you with dedication & 
compassion while protecting our sovereignty and our future for 
generations to come. Miigwetch. 




My name is Dennis Kequom (sr) and I’m running for tribal 
council district 1 . 

I have already been on tribal council for four years and took 
a little break.I already know protocol and believe it won’t take 
me long to get back up to speed. As I have found out thing’s 
don’t happen very fast when I was on council before. 

I have been staying informed of current and past issues 
with the tribe. Such as union activity, off-reservation gam- 
ing, enrollment. 

I have an open mind and listen to both side’s of the 
story. My main goal is the successful survival of our tribe 
and the future of our children. 

Thank you for your time 
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My name is Dennis V. Kequom III. I am the Assistant 
Director of the Information Technology department. I was 
raised on the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Reservation and 
have lived here my entire life. I care a great deal about our 
community and the success of our enterprises and its long 
term effects on our membership and future generations. 
Having been employed by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe’s Information Technology department for 21 years 
consecutively, I have had the opportunity to work directly 
with many departments and Tribal projects. This experi- 
ence has given me insight on the operations for both gam- 
ing and non-gaming, to which I look to continue to make 
positive changes. I hope you will vote for me in the upcom- 
ing elections. ~ Miigwetch! 



My name is Rodney Aaron Miller I am 40 years old and the father 
of two minor children. I respectfully request your support in my 
bid for Tribal Counsel. I offer a calm voice of reason and vision for 
our future as a nation. It is time for fresh ideas and forward think- 
ing leaders. Leaders who care for our elderly and our children by 
increasing services to benefit our elderly, and creating after-school 
and extra curricular programs to benefit our children. Our future 
is brighter than ever, we will continue to forge an even brighter 
future for our children and our children’s children. Envision a 
greener tomorrow. A greener, energy efficient tomorrow includes 
solar panels, wind turbines, inverters and other efficiency prod- 
ucts. Our Tribe has the ability to be totally self-sufficient. Self- 
sufficiency includes producing our own consumables - such as 
food and energy. Vote for me for a more self-sufficient nation. 



Boozhu, my name is Nibwaakawin or Thomas J Kequom. The pursuit 
of improved health, well-being, prosperity, and financial security of our 
Tribe and members, are my top goals and priorities. I respectfully and 
humbly ask for your vote in the up-coming primary election. It would be a 
great honor to serve our Tribe, as a Tribal Council member. I have 28 years 
of experience, working with the Tribe, my education and professional 
experiences are the following. Education: B.S. Industrial Engineering - 
CMU, Construction and Business Management Certifications - MSU, 
M.B.A. at CMU, near completion. Michigan Builder Contractor, 
License No. 2101123668. SCIT Council Member three terms, & 
Gaming Commission, Finance and Planning Committees. Professional 
Experience: SCIT Construction Manager, Chairman - Economic 
Development Authority, Union Twp., General Manager SCIT: d.b.a. 
Ojibway Construction Ent., and Anishnabe Communications Ent. 
Inc.. Professional Memberships: Mt. P. Chamber and CVB, Mid 
Michigan Development Corp., Home Builder Association. 



Chip A. Neyome 
I CAN 

Growing up the word can’t was considered a dirty word in 
our home; my brothers and I were not allowed to use it and 
were encouraged to always find a way to get things done. 
By working together and spending time problem solving; 
solutions become easier and easier to come by. Avoiding 
difficult situations is not a good quality for people in leader- 
ship positions; as a current council member I assure you I do 
not shy away from Adversity. I regard success as consistent 
growth which we must be able to apply openly to all aspects 
of life. An I CAN attitude is necessary for our journey; I 
encourage your vote to support people who CAN make a 
difference and who have done so historically. 



Hello, my name is Sheila Leaureaux. I have been employed 
with the Tribe for 12 years and I’m currently the Travel 
Coordinator. To me, our youth and education are a top pri- 
ority. Our children are our future; we need to educate and 
guide them so they can become strong leaders. This also 
applies to our young adults as well, especially given the 
recent changes that have been made with the per cap plan. 
In order for our tribe to be successful, we need to get out of 
our comfort zone and begin to accept that change is needed. 
A strong Council and a new direction are needed so that the 
tribe can begin to prosper. We’ve lost market share to com- 
petitors that may never be regained, we cannot continue 
to let SECR fall by the wayside. What happens at SECR 
impacts the youth and our entire tribe! 



As a member of the community, I have consistently been 
open to many changes that have been made in the past. I 
believe in the community for its decisions and the new direc- 
tion for our youth’s future, while keeping the respect and 
vision of our elders. I am aware that as an elected official, 
you are the voice of the people. I will continue to keep an 
open mind when it comes to the community. Our tribe has 
often been the role model for several tribal communities, and 
we will continue to be the forefront now and in the future. It 
is imperative that we keep leading the way for our youth and 
fulfilling the wishes of the community and elders. I am very 
blessed to be a member of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe, and would be honored to represent the voice of our 
community. Miigwetch, Mark J. Ojeda- Vasquez 



Hello, my name is Tonia Leaureaux and I’m an Assistant 
Tribal Administrator for the Tribe. I have a Masters Degree 
in Human Resources and have worked for SCIT for approxi- 
mately 1 5 years. If elected, my priorities would be to develop 
a Code of Ethics for Tribal Council to adhere to. Elected 
officials should be held to higher standards and right now 
there doesn’t seem to be anything in place. Another priority 
would be to develop a community strategic plan with mem- 
bership input so that the Tribe has a clear sense of direction 
for the future. Lastly, we need to bring back the town hall 
meetings where Council would hold regular meetings with 
the membership. This was a great way for the Council to 
share relevant information, maintain contact with members, 
and also field questions from them as well. 



Boozhu! I am a candidate for Tribal Council. If elected I will 
uphold the constitution and represent our Tribal membership 
fairly and equally. I have been employed with the Tribe for 21 
years and currently work for the Tribal College as the Grants and 
Special Projects Coordinator. I have sat on many respective com- 
mittees and active within the community. There are many issues 
of concern within our Tribe. My top priorities are education, 
health and wellbeing of our membership, improving and increas- 
ing our Tribal businesses and infrastructure, and our sovereignty. 
It is time for the Tribal government to carefully review what 
works best for the Tribe, what doesn’t work, and not be afraid 
to make necessary changes. I have the knowledge of our tribal 
history, our constitution, our stmggles, our successes, and will 
use my voice to make a difference in our community. Miigwetch! 



I Michael McCreery am asking for your support for Tribal coun- 
cil. I have served in several capacities. Currently as Probation 
Officer at our Tribal Court- on the Healing to Wellness Committee. 
Prior to that with Youth Lead Empowerment (K-12). Where 
I started a men’s group / Rite of Passage (with the goal of men- 
toring our youth). With 20 years as Tribal Officer/Conservation 
Officer, patrolling 1836 and 1855 Treaties protecting Tribal hunt- 
ing and fishing rights within the boundaries of the Ceded territory. 
Volunteering at my church for fundraising. 10 years Regulatory 
Board, Natural Resources committee. Core Values of a servant’s 
heart, lead with Love, Tmth, Honesty, Wisdom, Respecting each 
other, Bravery doing what needs to be done with open commu- 
nication and Humble asking how to better serve you. Being a liv- 
ing example of these words our ancestors believed. I am excited to 
serve a great community where we always come together. 



My vision for the Tribe is to regain our success. I would like 
to give back to our community while using the education 
the Tribe assisted me with. I have received my Bachelor’s 
Degree in Business and my Master’s Degree in Leadership 
from Central Michigan University. There are many tough 
decisions that need to be made for the wellbeing of the Tribe. 
We talk about the next seven generations, however, our cur- 
rent path is focusing on “now” fixes and not the future. Many 
areas are in need of improvement with a thorough analysis 
conducted and exploring expansion possibilities is necessary 
for our growth. If you are interested in learning more about 
my stance on solving the problems please feel free to reach 
out to me at SamanthaForCouncil@gmail.com, I am willing 
to sit down with anyone that wants to talk. 



I am a mother and a grandmother, who has always been a strong 
supporter of education. I have two Associates - one in Language 
Arts and another in Criminal Justice - Law Enforcement. I am 
about a year shy from obtaining my bachelor’s degree in Criminal 
Justice from Michigan State University ~ which was originally put 
on hold to focus on family. My life is my family and this com- 
munity. I have approximately 20 years of service with the Tribe, 
with 8 years of experience in gaming and 12 years of service in 
tribal government positions in education, cultural programs, 
human resources, and law enforcement training. As a member of 
the tribal community, I’ve served on various education committees 
and boards. It is my hope that I can assist our Tribe in becoming a 
sustainable system by focusing on the emotional, mental, physical, 
and spiritual needs of our Tribe. Chi-miigwetch. 



I would like to take this time to let the Community that I'm 
ready to take on the task of getting our "Future" financial 
priorities set again. Our tribe has so many Business oppor- 
tunities' being here in the Middle of the State. I have worked 
in a few of our Departments within the Tribe and would like 
to help upgrade some of our systems (that need it). I'm will- 
ing to listen to the community that see how we can prosper 
once again. I hope that I'll get a chance to let people know 
my views on some topics. I look forward for your support in 
the coming Election Days! Michelle Otto Bartow 
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DISTRICT 1 I 


Isabella 

A 



Boozhoo, My name is Robert Pego Sr. and I would like to briefly 
introduce myself. I am the son of Bud and Grace Pego, two tribal 
members who loved their Tribe and supported the laws and con- 
stitution. These convictions are grounded in our Christian belief 
to “obey the laws of the land”. I have 35 years experience pastor- 
ing where I cared for my Tribal members spiritual needs. I am 
also concerned about our financial losses that we have suffered 
and think it is time to start thinking outside the box and expand 
our enterprises into our original territories. These areas include as 
far north as Oscoda to Grand Rapids, to Detroit and Lansing, if 
we do not act others will. I vow if elected to make the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribe the financial powerhouse that it once was! 

Sincerely, Robert “Reverend Bo” Pego Sr. 



Ritter, Wayne 
D. Sr. 


If elected, I will work on better and more open communica- 
tion with the community. Ideas will be encouraged to help our 
business thrive and grow. My focus will be on honesty, trans- 
parency, and working hard to achieve our goals together. 

Wayne Ritter 



Boozhoo! 

Chi anishinabe ndiznakas. It’s been an honor to be your Tribal 
Chief these last two years and to serve my people. We love the 
four gifts that the Creator gave us (Anisinabemowin, our Spirit 
Name, our love of heart and free will). When we walk in a good 
way, we know all these doors will open for our people. The well- 
ness of our Tribe can begin as we follow these teachings that will 
lead us into the future. 



PLEASE VOTE! This is the most important thing members can 
do. Vote for candidates who are not afraid of doing the hard work, 
those who are capable of carrying the Tribe forward, increasing 
revenue in both gaming and business ventures. Vote for candidates 
who will investigate and ask hard questions before making deci- 
sions that impact us all. What type of person do you want in coun- 
cil? Do they lead with integrity, can they be trusted, do they have 
blood lineage; will they fight for the tribe or amongst and against 
members, are they open minded; these questions and more need 
to be asked. Who will really be able to take on this responsibility? 
We need a council to fight for: tribal members, elders, children, 
education, business, language, culture, rights, and environment. 
I only ask that each member make a well-educated choice. For 
more contact me on Facebook Gayle Elizabeth Ruhl. 



Boozhu, my name is Clinton Pelcher. I currently work for 
the Seventh Generation Program. I have worked for the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe for many years. I have 
been director of Substance Abuse for the Hannahville 
Indian Tribe. I have served on the State wide Elders Health 
Board. I have also been on the Tribal Health Board for a 
number of years. I also carry an associate degree. I have 
been sober and smoke free for over 20 years. I would like 
to serve the people. 





Hello, my name is Jeremy Sawmick and I’m running for 
Tribal Council, I’ve lived here most of my life. I was a 
youth for our Tribe; I was hired in 1987 as a Security 
Officer, retired as Security Director in 2012, and now work 
for Public Works. I’ve seen the growth of all our businesses 
which benefited our future. My knowledge of gaming and 
managerial experience, I feel I could benefit the council. I 
feel that our businesses should be one of our top priorities. 
We were once a top travel destination, other tribes looked 
up to us, so we need to keep our casino at the top. I also 
believe that our elders and children are important issues. 
Keep in mind enrollment issues will always be here. If we 
don’t act on our issues our businesses, our future may be 
in jeopardy. 



Aanii, my name is Milton Pelcher, I have worked for the 
tribe for many years, I have also served the membership as 
council member for many years. I started 7th Generation 
on a Grant, brought culture and tradition and agriculture to 
our membership for years. I have been working on agricul- 
ture for a number of years, and have held a conference on 
climate change. Thru the Seventh Generation Program we 
have held conferences on opiate and heroin, to educate the 
community. I hope to keep working on these areas for the 
membership. I want good things for our membership. I am 
for our people and the good our people. 



Boozhu. My name is Amy (Silas) Shawboose. I am well edu- 
cated (with degrees from CMU and our Tribal College) and I 
care about our community. I have lived here with my husband 
whom is also a TM and our children for a little over 20 years. 
I am running for my father (Rogers Silas, deceased), my 
family, your family and our ancestors. They all believed in 
our people and always protecting the future for our children, 
and grandchildren etc. They were smart without degrees and 
built our Tribe by fighting for our rights. I will always do 
the right thing for our community, our Tribe and our ances- 
tors no matter how difficult the situation. A friend recently 
stated, “ I know you would do the right thing no matter what 
issues you faced and that is the most important value needed 
as a friend and a leader.” Miigwetch, Amy Shawboose 



My name is Patricia Anne, my experience if I were to be elected to 
Tribal Council is my knowledge of our Constitution, Resolutions 
and Ordinances throughout the years. I give more credit to that 
knowledge as a Tribal Member than my Bachelor’s Degree from 
C.M.U. 2006. My first priority will be our Children, their Children 4 s 
future per capita income because deficits in per capita income were 
announced at the July 23, 2015 community meeting. We need 
immediate solutions to stop the deficits. My other priorities will 
be restore our Tribe to a better place, let the Membership decide 
what irresponsible resolutions and ordinances should be stopped 
and if they want voting by secret ballot to stop, put Membership 
concerns first because of foreclosures, some need housing and have 
other emergency needs, stop outrageous lawsuits because people 
sue the Tribe for millions of dollars, complaints go unheard and 
need solutions now. 



Serving on Tribal Council in an executive capacity this cur- 
rent administration has been a distinct honor. If elected for 
another term, I will continue to concentrate on securing our 
financial future. Although, the casino resort is an area that 
requires attention to stay competitive and thriving, economic 
development is also another area of focus. I will continue 
to support efforts and educate myself to protect our reser- 
vations from the infiltration of illegal drugs. Additionally, I 
will continue to encourage all Tribal members in reaching 
their educational endeavors and employment goals. I respect 
opposing opinions, yet know that by standing together on 
tough issues we become stronger. As an elected official, I’ve 
learned the importance to know all aspects of our people, 
because we are unique and that’s what makes us a Tribe. 



Hello, my name is Diana Quigno-Grundahl. I am running for 
a seat for District One representation. I have 20+ years of ser- 
vice working for the Tribe and have served on four previous 
Council Administrations. I am running in hopes of helping our 
community set and obtain goals that will help our foundation 
stay strong. We have seen our core source of revenue come 
under attack from increased competition and market satura- 
tion. This is a big deal and has a real impact on real lives. I 
want to help move our Tribe forward and I’m ready for that 
task. I am confident that I can bring valuable experience and 
a fresh perspective to the table. I am intimately familiar with 
both our Tribal and Gaming Operations. This will allow me 
to be an effective voice for the Tribe and an effective voice for 
you. Together, we can do great things. 


Aanii my name is Carole Tally and an Tribal Elder of the District 
1 Community. I have worked with the Tribe for twenty years. 
My experience working for the Tribe was with the Ojibway 
Substance Abuse Program and also working at the Saganing 
Outreach Center as a Substance Abuse Counselor and an Elder 
Advocate. I have worked at the ACFS Program as a Social 
Service Tech. I am presently retired, but am still involved with 
the Community by being on the Elder Advisory Board and the 
ICWA Board. I had graduated from TL Handy High School in 
1966. I have also been certified with CEU Certification with 
Substance Abuse. 


Tally, Carole A. 
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Vasquez, 
Mark J. Jr. 


Aani, My name is Mark Vasquez Jr, currently working toward a 
degree in Entrepreneurship in Business at CMU and believe edu- 
cation is important. We have a substantial amount of strong, tal- 
ented people within our tribe with exceptional qualities and given 
the chance, these talented people can help cultivate and enrich 
our Tribe. There has been too much division, but as a whole our 
future provisions can be strengthened and protected. As a whole 
we can instill the needed encouragement our people, young and 
old, need to see a better day. My service to our Tribe would be 
to ensure that we grow in education, community well-being, and 
to see our financial stability secure. We’re an abundant Nation, 
given that our members have the best opportunities and the right 
encouragement to rise above our potential. I assure my service as 
council member will help contribute to make us a great Nation. 



Aanii, my name is Kelly Willis (Sprague). I humbly ask for your 
support as I run for District 1 Tribal Council. It has been my great 
pleasure to live and work in this community the past 25 years. 
I’ve had the opportunity to serve in the U.S. Army in my earlier 
years and gleaned much knowledge and experience from those 
years of service. Following my honorable discharge, I began my 
College career, and entered the work place. My personal career 
choices were here at our very own SCIT & SECR properties. I 
have graduated from College and hold 2 degrees, and presently 
working towards my Doctorate in Naturopathy. I teach on a vol- 
unteer basis within our community. It has been a GREAT bless- 
ing to be amongst our elders and our young people all these years 
and look forward to being your strong advocate in the future, 
Miigwetch for your consideration. 



Wassegijig 

"Vasquez", Jennifer L. 


My name is Jennifer Wassegijig and I currently have the honor 
to serve the Membership as Tribal Chaplin. My vision includes 
growth and prosperity for our Tribe. My work history includes 
Substance Abuse, SECR, and the Tribal Court. Currently, I serve 
on the ICWC, Healing to Wellness Committee, and Youth Council 
as a Youth Advisor. The 3 committees I serve on I do my best to 
safeguard the wellbeing of our children and commit to helping our 
members’ live healthier lifestyles free of dmgs and alcohol. As a 
Youth Advisor for the Youth Council, I encourage our youth to 
strengthen the community through volunteer work and becoming 
role models for future generations. When making tough decisions I 
always consider our children, elders, and membership’s wellbeing, 
safety and benefit of my choices. If I am re-elected for the next term, 
I will continue to serve you with integrity, honesty, and fairness 



Wemigwans, 
Courtney N. 


Hello, I would like to introduce myself as Courtney 
(Kahgegab) Wemigwans, I am running for a District 1 
Council seat. I would like to take this opportunity to say 
that I did serve a brief time on Council in 2012 and during 
that time I really had my eyes opened to what a vast busi- 
ness the Tribe has become. I see myself as a visionary. I 
don’t like to think about the here and now, I think down 
the road, in our Future. What are we going to do right now 
to ensure prosperity and wellbeing in the Tribe’s and its 
Members Future? Education is always on the top of my 
list, and I would and will support any endeavors that will 
entail a new School being built along with a new Tribal 
College. I also am open-minded, fair, and honest. Thank 
You for your Support. 


DISTRICT 


Saganing 



Nelson, Ronald L. 


I am honored to have served as the Saganing District 2 
Representative, continually focusing to keep the growth & suc- 
cess of our Tribe at the forefront of my thoughts and actions for 
every decision made. We all strive to focus on the foundation our 
ancestors firmly set, to ensure the continuation of our Tribe and 
its success , working together as one people, for our two reserva- 
tions to move as one Tribe with successful progression. Our Tribe 
will bring dedication and support so it can move forward to a bril- 
liant future and an open mind for a better Tribe. Supporting past 
accomplishments on our Saganing reservation (the opening and 
success of the SELC) have brought us dominance in Gaming and 
Hospitality helping to firmly secure our future. Constantly looking 
at all possibilities for sustaining all that our Tribe currently encom- 
passes that will best protect our investments and our people. 


Aggressively Defending Your Rights... 

DWIGHT R. CARPENTER 

ATTORNEY 

Criminal Defense Only • Statewide 

H Criminal Defense - All Courts 
Tribal Court - Defense 
Statewide Referrals for Civil Law Suits 

Over 1,500 Licenses Restored! 

FREE CONSULTATION 

Notary and Power of Attorney Services available 
Bi-weekly per cap assignments can be done in my office 

We have more Native American clients than any other 
attorney in the area because we care!! 

We now accept credit cards. 


989 - 386-4114 

2339 E. Ludington Dr. • Clare 


2015 Caucus Committee Members 



Observer photo by Matthew Wright 


The 2015 Caucus Committee will serve the Tribal 
Membership at the Oct. 13 Primary Election and the Nov. 3 
General Election. (Pictured left to right: Thelma Henry-Shipman, 
Alexis Doris-Mae Pelcher, Alice Jo Ricketts, 

Angela Trofatter, Lanette Zaleski and Joseph Sowmick. Not 
pictured: Consuelo Gonzalez.) 


ATTENTION SAGINAW CHIPPEWA 

INDIAN TRIBE OF MICHIGAN 

TRIBAL MEMBERS 

Primary Election on Tuesday, October 13, 2015 

DISTRICT 1 

VOTE FOR UP TO 20 

Bailey, Shelly M. 

Feaureaux, Sheila A. 

Bennett, Gary R. 

Feaureaux, Tonia S. 

Benzinger “Chippewa”, Candace B. McCreery, Michael P. 

Bonnau, Terry L. 

Merrill, Bethel F. 

Cantu, Denise M. 

Miller, Rodney A. Sr. 

Cantu, Federico Jr. 

Neyome, Chip A. 

Carmona-Pego, Faith D. 

Ojeda- Vasquez, Mark J. 

Chamberlain, Kelly J. 

Oldman “George”, Amanda 

Chamberlain, Kevin R. 

Olson, Samantha A. 

Christy, Dennis R. Sr. 

Otto Bartow, Michelle F. 

Coffin, Melinda M. 

Pego, Robert G. Sr. 

Colwell “Jackson”, Michelle R. Pego, Steven J. 

Davis, Timothy J. 

Pelcher, Clinton R. Jr. 

Ekdahl, Ronald F. 

Pelcher, Milton “Beaver” C. 

Federico, William “Bill” A. 

Peters, Patricia A. 

Fisher, Cathleen K. 

Peters, Stephanie M. 

Fisher, Damian S. 

Quigno-Grundahl, Diana F. 

Flamand, Jean V. 

Ritter, Wayne D. Sr. 

Graveratte, Craig A. 

Ruhl, Gayle E. 

Hinmon “Peters”, Juliane F. 

Sawmick, Jeremy M. 

Hunt, Findy M. 

Shawboose, Amy K. 

Jackson, Brent D. 

Sprague, Kenneth W. 

Jackson, Delmar J. Sr. 

Sprague, Sandra 

Jackson “Peters”, Theresa F. 

Tally, Carole A. 

Kahgegab, Maynard N. Jr. 

Vasquez, Mark J. Jr. 

Kequom, Dennis V. Sr. 

Wassegijig “Vasquez”, Jennifer F. 

Kequom, Dennis “Vinnie” III 

Wemigwans, Courtney N. 

Kequom, Thomas J. 

Willis, Kelly R. 

DISTRICT 2 

NO PRIMARY ELECTION 

Nelson, Ronald Fawrence 

DISTRICT 3 

VOTE FOR UP TO 2 

Cates, James “Jim” W. 

Stanley, Michele G. 

Cloutier, Frank J. 

Walker, Paul J. Sr. 

Sineway, Christopher D. 

Willard “Federico”, Finda M. 


4&SSS& 
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POLLING STATION OPEN FROM 8 AM TO 8 PM 
<>> AT THE PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING 

9jj Certification of Voting Machines at 5:15 PM October 12, 2015 

% 

You Have a Choice, 

You Have a Voice! 
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Cates, James 
"Jim" W. 


My name is Jim Cates and I am running for Tribal Council rep- 
resenting the At Large District 3. I have always had a desire to 
protect and serve those in need. I am a veteran, serving in the 
U.S. Navy and continue to honor and support as a member of 
the Ogitchedaw and Marine Corps League. I have served the 
community as an LPN, paramedic and certified police officer. In 
2014-2015, I was the Captain of the Tribal Police Department. 
My interests include coaching my son James's baseball and foot- 
ball teams, member of the Fraternal Order of Eagles and elected 
Elder of Lamb of God Church. My late mother, Kathy Cates 
and great-grandmother, Nancy Owl, taught me to be respectful 
and honor our native traditions. I would like the opportunity to 
protect and serve as the At-Large District 3 representative of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. 



DISTRICT 3 At-Large 


Tribal Clerk’s Office 
Extended Voting Hours 

The Tribal Clerk’s Office will have 
extended office hours during Primary 
Election Day. 

Tuesday, Oct. 13, 2015 from 5-8 p.m 

* Voting Business Only 

* Tribal I.D. and Registered Voters Cards 





As an At-Large community member who has worked for 
the Tribe for over 17 years I feel I can navigate Tribal 
departments with ease. I am currently 49 years old and 
live in Pinconning Mi. My work in Public Relations gives 
me the ability to bring to the table a fresh perspective 
and a professional representation serving on Council. 
Leadership should be by example and not by assumption. 
I believe if elected I will be able to bridge gaps and estab- 
lish much needed unity between all three districts. I am 
asking that you give me the chance to represent you as 
well as I have represented our Tribal community as the 
Director of Public Relations. 



Paul J. Walker Sr, District 3 Candidate 

As a Tribal Elder I have almost 20 years of experience work- 
ing for the Tribe, 13 years in Gaming and 6.5 years in Tribal 
Ops, with this comes a lot of knowledge on the workings of 
both operations. I’ve been involved in a lot of committees and 
held many roles with the Tribe during my tenure, such as the 
Emergency Planning Committee, MIIBS, and have held jobs 
from Maintenance Worker up to TOPs Director of Facilities 
and am currently working at Saganing Eagles Landing Casino 
as a Maintenance Supervisor. I have and will always keep the 
best interest of the tribe as a top priority, and am willing to 
work on the issues that our people are currently facing. Thank 
you and make sure you get out there and vote! 



I am a graduate from the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College 
where I received an AA in Business; I also received a BSBA 
in Hospitality Services Administration with a concentration in 
Gaming & Entertainment Management from Central Michigan 
University. I have worked for the Tribe for the past 1 8 years and 
during this time I have worked as a Softcount worker, water 
operator, Leadership Internship, Casino Administrator, Casino 
Analyst Manager and Business Regulations Director. I feel con- 
fident that my experience, coupled with my education, will help 
me fulfill the duties and responsibilities of serving on the Tribal 
Council and working with the government and business enter- 
prises of the Tribe. In this time of economic uncertainty the tribe 
is faced with numerous complex issues and it is imperative these 
matters be addressed to insure the future of the Tribe. 



My name is Linda Willard (Federico) and I have lived in Saginaw 
Michigan my whole life. For reference, some of you may know 
my grandmother, Elizabeth Smith, affectionately known as 
granny to most that knew her on the reserve. She was the little 
lady that would call bingo and not have one after everyone had 
cleared their cards. I am also a member of the elders trip com- 
mittee and have enjoyed meeting the numerous tribal members 
throughout this state as well as others. If elected to Council I plan 
to keep the at-large membership informed of tribal programs, 
important business decisions and legal affairs that are not desig- 
nated as confidential in nature. I realize that our district only has 
one representative on Council, but I will make sure that our con- 
cerns are brought to the table for discussion and action. I humbly 
ask for your vote, respectfully Linda Willard. 


Tribal Library’s Summer Reading Program focused on Seven Grandfather Teachings 


LEE-ANN E DISEL 

Contributing Writer 

This year, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Library’s 
Summer Reading Program 
was focused on the Seven 
Grandfather Teachings. 

Each week, participants were 
given a different teaching to 
research. They would then find 
books that corresponded with 
that teaching, and hand in a small 
report on why that book repre- 
sented that teaching. 


For each book read, par- 
ticipants received a ticket to be 
entered into a drawing for a prize 
of their choosing. 

It was a seven-week pro- 
gram (one week for each 
teaching,) starting June 15 and 
ending July 3 1 . 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Library would like to 
thank everyone that participated 
in the summer reading program 
and all the departments that 
donated prizes; without them, 
this wouldn’t have been possible. 


2015 Program Winners 

• Helena Condon 

( Grand Prize Winner) 

• George Hill 

• Zoey Disel 

• Alayna Disel 

• Sadie Disel 

• Debra Tworek 

• Logan Condon 
•Kelly Willis 

• Marta Escamilla 

• Izabella Benzinger 



Courtesy of Lee-Anne Disel 


Alayna, Zoey and Sadie 
Disel were awarded for 
reading so many books 
this summer. 



Courtesy of Lee-Anne Disel 


Debra Tworek, a 2015 Tribal 
Library Summer Reading 
Program winner, took home 
two bags as a prize. 




WANTED 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

William L. Antrobius 


Specializing in: Tribal Law, and Federal Indian Law; 
Overturning Prior State of Michigan Criminal Convictions For Lack 
of Jurisdiction; Appeals to Tribal, and State Courts; Tribal 
Disenrollment Cases in Tribal Court; Criminal Cases, Juvenile 
Cases, Child Support Reductions, and Child Removal Cases; 
Michigan Prisoner Housing Collection Actions in State Court 

Experience: Former Prosecuting Attorney Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan, and Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the 
Flathead Indian Reservation; Former Public Defender Assiniboine 
Sioux Tribe; Criminal Defense Attorney 

Tribal Affiliation: Member of the Six Nations Tribe, Ontario Canada 



Contact: (989) 772-6277 
1 13 W. Broadway, Suite 240 
Mt. Pleasant MI 48858 



Day-Winters, PLLC 

• Criminal Law • Drunk Driving • License Restoration 

• Family Law • Divorce • Child Support 

• Tribal Law • Probate Matters • Federal Cases 

Free initial consultation I Payment options available 

989 - 779-9991 


306 E. Broadway St., Suite 4, Mt Pleasant | da 3 wvinters@gmail.c 0 m 












Tribal 


Colleae 



Tribal Observer I October 2015 


Page 18 I Midaaswi-shi-nshwaaswi 


SCTC Extension presents special mahnoomin project 



Courtesy of SCTC 

The mahnoomin class visit the 
Nottawaseppi Tribe to learn about 
their special variety of mahnoomin. 


Courtesy of SCTC 

Sprague gives a lesson 
among the mahnoomin. 


Courtesy of SCTC 

The mahnoomin class enjoy a meal 
together at Tubbs Lake camp. 


MARY PELCHER 

SCTC Extension Coordinator 

The fall season is upon us. As 
we move into the first semester 
of the 2015-2016 school year, 
it seems as if it is a time of 
new beginnings, new classes, 
children back in school. 

These new beginnings 
include a special wild rice 
project funded by the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal College 
Extension Program. 

SCTC Extension is funded 
by a grant from the USD A 
National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture (NIFA) because 
SCTC is a land-grant college. 

The Mahnoomin (wild rice) 
Project began in August when 




Courtesy of SCTC 


Lee Sprage instructs Bonnie 
Ekdahl and Daisy Kostus 
how to make rice knockers. 


Instructor Lee Sprague began 
scouting the mahnoomin beds. 

Mahnoomin is the “food 
that grows on the water.” 

Mahnoomin has been a sta- 
ple food of the Anishnaabeg 



Courtesy of SCTC 


Harvesting mahnoomin 
on Tubbs Lake with Kathy 
Hart and Clinton Pelcher. 


for centuries. Long before the 
contact with non-natives, the 
Anishnaabeg were harvesting 
mahnooomin. There are many 
stories and lessons that are trans- 
mitted through the mahnoomin. 

The SCTC Extension pro- 
gram is honored to be able to 
bring the knowledge of the 
food that grows on the water 
back to the Tribal community 
through a community educa- 
tion class. 

Sprague has been involved 
with mahnoomin for many 
years. He has graciously 
offered to share his extensive 
knowledge with interested 
individuals through the class 
at the Tribal College. 

The class meets Tuesday for 
lecture and discussion, with a 
hands-on lab. 


The class also meets on 
Thursday for a field experience. 

The mahnoomin class has 
visited a nearby lake several 
times to observe, and the har- 
vest is in now in full swing. 

All class participants 
receive the book “Wild Rice 
and the Ojibway People” by 
Thomas Vennum Jr. 

The class will continue 
to meet on Tuesdays at 9 
a.m. until the first week of 
December. 

Anyone interested in drop- 
ping in to visit the class at any 
time is welcome. This is a free 
event open to all people. 

A Mahnoomin Camp will 
be held at Seventh Generation 
on Oct. 8-10. All are welcome 
to attend and learn more about 
how to process mahnoomin. 


For more information on 
how to be involved with the 
mahmoomin project, please 
contact Mary Pelcher at 
mpelcher@sagchip.org. 



Courtesy of SCTC 


A mahnoomin bundle. 
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WE BUY LOW... 
TO SELL LOW! 
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TORY OUTLET 


MATTRESSES 

ANY SIZE! ANY COMFORT! 

ALL AT 
UNBEATABLE 
PRICES! 
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prYOUR HOME WITH 
QQALITY FURNITURE! 

Our selection is huge! Sofas, Recliners, Dining & Bedrooms, 
Leather Furniture, Occasional , Mattresses and much more! 

EVERY ITEM EVERY DAY 
AT 35%-70% SAVINGS! 


* E-Z 0% 

FINANCING* 

Ask About RENT TO OWN! 

7 DAYS to SAVE! 

• Mon-Thurs 10a-6p • Fri 10a-8p 

• Sat 10a-6p, Sun 12N-5pm 


512 South Mission • Mount Pleasant • 989-773-1 993 


*with approved credit. Minimum purchase 
required with down payment. See store for details. 
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Entertainment 


RCH Soaring Eagle Racer Broc Tickle takes the 2015 Edge of Summer Pro MX title 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


High-flying action could be seen at 
the finish line and throughout the 
2015 Edge of Summer MX course. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Can Am rider Jeffrey Rastrelli (center) 
celebrates his first ATV win of his career 
with second place finisher John Natalie 
(right) and Joel Hetrick taking third. 


JOSEPH V. SOW MICK 

Photojournalist 

The RCH Soaring Eagle racing 
team was in winning form as 
Broc Tickle took the 2015 Edge 
of Summer Pro Motocross title 
at the Aug. 28-30 event. 

Michigan’s own Broc Tickle 
dominated the Pro class final 
aboard his Suzuki RM-Z450 
at the second annual Edge of 
Summer MX at Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort. 

Tickle cruised to a 13 -sec- 
ond victory over heralded vet- 
eran Mike Alessi. 

“Just to be here and hang out 
with my team and friends, do 
what we like to do and make 
some money: You can’t ask for 
much more than that,” Tickle 
said. “And Ed like to thank 
Soaring Eagle for putting on 
such an epic event to wrap up 
the summer’s racing season.” 

In other action, MX superstar 
Ricky Carmichael dominated 
the field in the 30 and over vet- 
eran division, taking the first 
place checkered. 

SCIT Tribal Member Lucas 
Sprague competed in RedBud 
MX 25 and over category and 
rode his #537 Honda for one 
second place and one third-place 
finish in a field of 1 3 other riders. 

“There was a lot of 
action out there and I wish 
I could have taken both of 


those races,” Sprague said. 
“I appreciate the Tribal 
Members and my family who 
were right there cheering me 
on. I would like to thank the 
Tribal Council and Soaring 
Eagle for bringing this event 
to our community. I hope 
that other Tribal youth can 
see what I do out there and 
maybe they will one day 
compete in motocross.” 

This year, the Edge of 
Summer MX brought some four 
wheel excitement to the mix. 

Yamaha Racing #345 Cole 
Sepesi from Milan, Mich, has 
been riding AT Vs for 13 years 
since he was 16, and loves 
racing at Soaring Eagle in 
front of his family and home- 
town friends. 


“This is so 
awesome to be 
racing here at 
Soaring Eagle 
and to have this 
opportunity to 
meet the fans and 
to put on a good 
show for them,” 
Sepesi said. “I 
would definitely 
put this track 
right up there 
compared to oth- 
ers I’ve raced 
on. It got kind of 
rough out there 
but it shows the 
level of competitors who came to 
win. I train and ride on a dirt bike 
and first rode on an ATV when I 
was 4 years old, so having both 


of these sports 
together is a good 
mix for the fans.” 

JB Racing #728 
Can Am pro Jeffrey 
Rastrelli has been 
racing since he was 
10 years old and 
has been racing 
professionally for 
12 years. 

Rastrelli posted 
his first win at 
Soaring Eagle 
since joining the 
pro ATV circuit 
four years ago. 

“This track is a little differ- 
ent with some tight sections that 
you find primarily on motocross 
track, but that meant you had 
to adjust your strategy like any 


professional does in any outdoor 
style competition,” Rastrelli said. 
“It did have some nasty whoops 
out there but that’s what made it 
a raceable track and a lot of fun.” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

ATV rider Joel Hetrick does a double-kick 
move with his four wheels grabbing air. 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Tribal Member and motocross rider Lucas 
Sprague takes a leap with his Honda. 


Grandfather of Funk George Clinton makes first Soaring Eagle appearance with friends 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


JOSEPH V. SOW MICK 

Photojournalist 

The world-renowned Grandfather 
of Funk made his first-ever 
appearance at Soaring Eagle 
on Sept. 10. 

The eclectic George 
Clinton had his band the 
P-Funk Mothership dock into 
a Motown-fused festival that 
included a double opening act 
featuring the ‘80s electro-funk 
supergroup Midnight Star, 
and the legendary funk/R&B 
Memphis group The Bar-Kays. 

Midnight Star took the stage 
first and launched into their 
electro-funk, disco and soul hits 
“Operator”, “Midas Touch” and 
“Freak-a-Zoid”. 

Midnight Star also per- 
formed their seminal hit “No 
Parking on the Dance Floor”. 
The band is comprised of 
dancers, musicians and vocal- 
ists Melvin Gentry, Kenneth 
Gant, Bobby Lovelace, Bo 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The Bar-Kays founder 
James Alexander was 
ready to boogie in his red 
sequined suit. 

Watson, Bill Simmons and 
Belinda Lipscomb. 

Kimberly Mears from Flint, 
Mich, was blown away by 
Midnight Star’s in sync dance 
moves and the stellar vocals. 

“I've never seen Midnight 
Star in concert but I listened to 


the music growing up, so it was 
good to hear the songs again 
and support the members of 
the band from my hometown,” 
Mears said. “You don't hear 
music like that where 20 and 
30 years later people are still 
jumping to their feet singing 
ever word.” 

The Bar-Kays came in 
strong with their Motown staple 
“Soulfinger” (featured in the 
1985 movie “Spies like Us” and 
the 2007 film “Superbad”.) 

The band features founder and 
bass player James Alexander, and 
lead singer Larry Dodson. 

“The Bar-Kays are a little 
before my time, but I have 
heard their music,” Mears 
said. “It's rare to have a group 
still performing together 50 
years later. I enjoyed look- 
ing at the music video on the 
screen and the hairstyles they 
had back then. They also did 
an awesome job!” 

The encore included The Bar- 
Kay’s classic “Shake Your Rump 
to the Funk” and “Freakshow on 
the Dance Floor.” 

As good as both opening 
acts were, the night belonged 
to the 7 3 -year-old outrageous 
funkmeister. 

George Clinton and the P-Funk 
Mothership took the audience 
back in time revisiting big hits 
like “Flashlight”, “One Nation 
Under A Groove”, and “(Not 
Just) Knee Deep, Funkadelic”. 

Clinton ranks second on the list 
of most-sampled artists in music 


history, with more 
than 400 times to date, 
including the music 
he made with and for 
Parliament, Funkadelic 
and Bootsy Collins' 

Bootsy's Rubber Band. 

Although Clinton is 
a pioneer of funk, and 
began his career in 
the ‘60s, he keeps up 
with modern music by 
touring and finishing 
up a new album with 
guest appearances 
from Snoop Dogg and 
Kendrick Lamar. 

A1 Credit and his 
wife made the drive up 
from Waterford, Mich, 
and enjoyed the show. 

“All three of the 
groups performed out- 
standing,” Credit said. 

“They really lived up to their 
previous abilities. I feel that 
these groups should continue 
to tour the United States so that 
others can enjoy them.” 


The Grandfather of Funk 
George Clinton performs the 
the Parliament/Funkadelic 
hit “Flashlight.” 

During his “Atomic Dog” 
encore, Clinton told the audience 
there is nothing he’d rather do 
than make music and play it for 
the world. 
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& Associates, PLLC 
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Need A Ride? 

We Can Help!! Lift Van Available 

In Vehicle Electronic Credit Card Processing 
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discover: 
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Rock and Roll Hall of Famers ZZ Top bring timeless tracks to SECR 



Observer photo by Matthew Wright 


ZZ Top members Dusty Hill (left) and Billy Gibbons show off 
their choreographed moves during "Got Me Under Pressure". 


MATTHEW WRIGHT 

Staff Writer 

The Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort hosted a trio of sharp 
dressed men on Friday, Aug. 28. 

The Texas trio ZZ Top joined 
southern rockers Blackberry 
Smoke on the Entertainment 
Hall stage. 

The members of the Atlanta- 
based rock band Blackberry 
Smoke opened the night. 
The group thrilled the audi- 
ence with a spirited display of 
southern rock tracks including 
hit singles “Good One Cornin’ 
On”, “Pretty Little Lie”, “Ain't 
Much Left of Me” and “Living 
in the Song”. 

Since forming in 1970 in 
Houston, Texas, ZZ Top has 
released 15 studio albums, which 
have sold more than 25 million 
copies in the U.S. 

Their chart-topping music has 
included six number one singles 


on the Billboard Mainstream 
Rock Chart. 

In 2004, the group was 
inducted into the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame. 

According to their web- 
site, lead singer/guitarist Billy 
Gibbons and bassist Dusty Hill 
have been growing their signature 
beards since the ‘70s. Ironically, 



Charlie Starr, lead vocalist 
for Blaeberry Smoke, 
rocks out on the SECR 
Entertainment Hall stage. 


drummer Frank Beard is the only 
member not sporting facial hair. 

Dressed in Stetson hats, 
ornate black jackets and sun- 
glasses, the members of ZZ Top 
started the night off with “Got 
Me Under Pressure”. 

The band transitioned 
straight from the swagger filled 
“Waitin' for the Bus” into the 
laid back grooves of “Jesus 
Just Left Chicago”. Both songs 
combined to make the open- 
ing tracks off their 1973 album 
“Tres Hombres”. 

The fast-paced “Gimme All 
Your Lovin'” was followed by 
“I'm Bad, I'm Nationwide” 
and “Pincushion”. 

Taking a break between songs, 
Gibbons used the chance to inter- 
act with the audience. 

“Hey Michigan,” he said, 
causing a roar. “We've been com- 
ing around you people here for 
four decades; same three guys... 
same three chords.” 


Next, the band played “I Gotsta 
Get Paid”, “Flyin' High”, “Catfish 
Blues”, “Cheap Sunglasses” and 
“My Head's in Mississippi”. 

Changing it up, the band 
performed an energetic cover 
of the classic Jimmy Hendrix 
song “Foxy Lady”. 

A twosome of hits off the 1983 


album “Eliminator” closed the 
main set with “Sharp Dressed 
Man” before brandishing fuzzy 
white Gibson guitars for “Legs”. 

To close out the night, audi- 
ence members were treated to an 
exhilarating two-piece encore of 
the popular singles “La Grange” 
and “Tush”. 


Middle of the Mitt Music Festival delivers head banging with heart 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

The Sept. 19 heavy metal 
onslaught at Soaring Eagle Casino 
& Resort delivered head banging 
with heart as five bands rocked an 
appreciative crowd from 5 p.m. 
past midnight during the Middle 
of the Mitt Music Festival. 

The sixth annual music fes- 
tival, founded and designed 
by Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Member and SECR Table Games 
Director Brent D. Jackson, AKA 
Dino (Mad Turtle Productions), 
drew hundreds of people into the 
venue to “rock the Eagle”. 

SECR security employee Jesse 
Brennan also works with Jackson 
as co-director of the festival for 
the last two years. 

“This year’s festival fea- 
tured three regional bands with 
Michigan roots (Raggedy Ann, 
Dies To Rise and Sahara Steel) 
and a double headliner with Quiet 


Riot and Gamma+ featuring leg- 
endary Scottish vocalist Davey 
Pattison,” Jackson said. “We 
were honored to have Davey and 
Gamma+ join an exciting lineup 
and every one of these bands 
knew this was a fundraiser where 
all the ticket revenue benefits The 
Fallen and Wounded Soldiers 
Fund (FWSF.)” 

Backstage, Pattison said 
music has been his career for 
more than 50 years. 

A consummate vocalist and 
living legend among music 
critics and fans alike, Pattison 
reflects on his roots. 

“Regardless of what I am sing- 
ing, I keep the blues in my mind,” 
he said. “Over the years, I’ve sang 
on blues, country and jazz records 
and, for me, it all starts with the 
blues. It’s kind of like when Ray 
Charles is singing country music. 
A lot of people listen to it and hear 
Ray singing the blues. I approach 
my music in the same way.” 


Pattison commended the effort 
of the music festival. 

“I’m more than happy to 
give back to the veterans, 
because from what I see, the 
government doesn’t,” he said. 
“They send these kids out there 
and they come back mangled 
and nobody is paying attention 
to them and we say nothing 
about the mental trauma. There 
are veterans who lose a limb 
but we don’t talk about the 
mental thing that happens to 
them... Today we have musi- 
cians and rock fans doing their 
part to give back and I’m just 
honored to be there to help.” 

Pattison took the stage with 
his Gamma+ mates (bassist Van 
Spragins, drummer Dan Buch, 
keyboardist Brad Barth and 
guitar slinger Tommy Merry) 
and launched into an extensive 
catalogue featuring hits like 
“Passion,” “Tear It Up” and 
“Bridge of Sighs” from his days 
as lead singer for Robin Trower 
and Ronnie Montrose. 

Heat started burning up 
the stage and front barriers as 
fans cheered the band through 
their Gamma hits “No Tears,” 
“Razor King” and “Thunder 
& Lightning.” 

Quiet Riot closed as vocalist 
Jizzy Pearl, drummer Frankie 
Banali, bassist Chuck Wright 
and guitarist Alex Grossi encour- 
aged the crowd. 

The frenzied audience fol- 
lowed Pearl with their smart 


phones as he led the Los Angeles 
rockers through “Sign of the 
Times,” “Party All Night” and 
“Bang Your Head”. 

Progressive metal rock- 
ers Raggedy Ann opened with 
front man Brian Carson leading 
Steve Bolla (bass), Mike Lunden 
(drums) and dual guitarists Aaron 
Reames and Eric Strayer. 

Dies to Rise, a melodic 
power metal band from 
Saginaw, Mich., was up second 
with John Cudworth (vocals), 
Darren Mallace (drums), 
Ryan Scott (bass), with James 
Walkowski and Matthew 
Milklosovic on guitars. 

Dies to Rise was followed by 
the heart of fire heartbreakers, 
Sahara Steel. 

Sahara Steel, forged with 
a hard rock and glam metal 
edge, features lead singer 
Jack Klunder, guitarist Patrick 
Sheppard, bassist Steve 
Heimburg, keyboardist 
Tim Cames and drum- 
mer Brian Eckhart. 

Central Michigan 
University student 
Alaina Jaster from 
Sterling Heights, Mich., 
was a first timer and left 
with ringing in her ears 
and a smile on her face. 

“I haven’t been to 
the Middle of the Mitt 
show before nor have 
I seen any of these 
bands, but I am very 
into rock ‘n’ roll and 


have gone to shows like Motley 
Criie with my dad,” Jaster said. 
“I really enjoyed everything and 
thought it was well put together. 
I can’t wait to see who they have 
coming next year.” 

Alma rock fan Vickie Dancer 
attended her first Middle of the 
Mitt show and had her first-ever 
backstage meet and greet experi- 
ence at Soaring Eagle. 

“I had the best time and I 
love this place,” Dancer said. “I 
grew up listening to Quiet Riot 
but never had seen them or the 
others perform in person. . . I was 
very impressed with the stage 
crew and how quickly they set 
up between each performance. 
Everyone within the event that 
I encountered was very pro- 
fessional and went above and 
beyond their jobs! Hats off to the 
Soaring Eagle Casino for hosting 
such a charitable event.” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Quiet Riot vocalist Jizzy Pearl excites the head bangers as 
drummer Frankie Banali pounds the toms. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Gamma+ front man and lead 
singer Davey Patisson makes 
a point during the sixth annual 
Middle of the Mitt Music Festival 
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Entertainment 


Five Finger Death Punch and Papa Roach highlight Labor Day weekend at SECR 


MATTHEW WRIGHT 

Staff Writer 

Excited fans packed the outdoor 
concert venue at the Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort to see three hard 
rocking acts on Sunday, Sept. 6. 

Headliners Five Finger Death 
Punch along with Papa Roach 
and From Ashes to New com- 
bined to close out the Outdoor 
Summer Concert Series. 

Alternative metal band From 
Ashes to New kicked off the 
night’s festivities. 



Observer photo by Matthew Wright 


Papa Roach lead singer 
Jacoby Shaddix points 
to the crowd during 
the hit single “Face 
Everything and Rise”. 


Hailing from Pennsylvania, 
the six man alternative metal 
group played an eight-piece 
set list including their hit 
singles “My Fight” “Lost and 
Alone” “I Will Show You” and 
“Stay this Way”. 

California-based American 
rock band Papa Roach has sold 
more than 20 million albums 
throughout the course of their 
two decade-long careers. The 
group has recorded eight stu- 
dio albums including their 
breakout platinum certified 
album “Infest” (2000) and the 
recently released “F.E.A.R” 
(2015). 

The pumped up Papa Roach 
members took to the stage to 
play “Face Everything and 
Rise”, “Between Angels and 
Insects” and “Getting Away 
With Murder”. 

Papa Roach continued play- 
ing hits “Warriors”, “Forever”, 
“Kick in the Teeth”, “Falling 
Apart” and “Blood Brothers”. 

After softening it up with 
the rock anthem “Scars”, the 
band transitioned into the hard 
rock singles “Broken as Me” 
and “Burn”. 

A raucous rendition of their 
breakout single “Last Resort” 
brought the audience out of 
their seats. 

To close the set, the band 
performed “...To Be Loved”, 



Observer photo by Matthew Wright 

Members of From Ashes to New take to the SECR 
outdoor stage on Sunday, Sept. 6. 


the first single off their 2006 
album “The Paramour Sessions”. 

Las Vegas-based metal heads 
Five Finger Death Punch have 
released six studio albums since 
their inception in 2005. 

According to their website, 
the debut album “The Way 
of the Fist” (2007) launched 
the band into the forefront of 
the heavy metal scene. Their 
subsequent albums produced 
three No.l albums and three 
No. 1 songs rankings on the 
Billboard U.S. Rock chart. 

Five Finger Death Punch 
busted on to the stage, setting 
the tone for the remainder of 
the night. 

Drummer Jeremy Spencer 
donned a full skeleton body 
costume. Dual guitarists Zoltan 
Bathory and Jason Hook shred- 
ded effortlessly, while lead singer 



Ivan Moody pumped 
the crowd up with 
their loud and unapol- 
ogetically aggressive 
metal display. 

The band jumped 
straight into the music 
with “Lift Me Up”, 

“Hard to See”, “Never 
Enough”, “Got Your 
Six”, “Coming Down” 
and “Here to Die”. 

Fans were treated to a heavy 
metal infused cover of ‘70s rock 
band, Bad Company’s, self-titled 
hit single. 

Next, Five Finger Death 
Punch played hit “Jekyll and 
Hyde” off their recently released 
album “Got Your Six”. 

The acoustic guitars were 
brought out as the band slowed 
down for “Wrong Side of 
Heaven” and “Battle Bom”. 


Observer photo by Matthew Wright 

Lead singer Ivan Moody enter- 
tained audience members with all 
Five Finger Death Punch hits. 

The band kept the rock com- 
ing, as they blazed through a 
three-piece encore of hits songs 
“Under and Over It”, “Bum It 
Down” and “The Bleeding”. 

For more information on 
upcoming shows at the Soaring 
Eagle Casino & Resort, visit its 
website at www.soaringeagleca- 
sino.com, “Like” its Facebook 
page or add the Twitter handle 
Soaringeagle777. 
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results are in 


T ONI SMI TH 

Wellness Coordinator 

An employee “Wellness Interest 
Survey” was recently conducted. 
The survey was accessible to 
employees online through the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe’s 
website and the employee intranet. 

The survey was endorsed by 
Tribal Chief Steven Pego. 

A total of 1088 employees 
from Tribal Operations, Soaring 
Eagle Casino & Resort, Saganing 
Eagles Landing Casino, and 
Migizi completed the survey. 

The survey was quick and 
took only about five to eight 
minutes to fill out. 

As an incentive to complete 
the survey, I was able to give out 
Native Farmers Market lunch 
bags. I also gave survey par- 
ticipants $4 in Native Farmers 
Market bucks, which could be 
spent on fruits and vegetables at 
the pavilion on Tuesdays. 

The market bucks and lunch 
bags were made possible through 


the REACH Journey to Wellness 
grant received by SCIT. 

I contacted various SCIT 
departments and received 68 
donated prizes for a raffle for par- 
ticipants of the survey. 

The raffle took place on 
Aug. 4, 2015. 

Tribal Council graciously 
donated a summer package, which 
included an overnight stay at 
SECR, two concert tickets, and 
a dining gift certificate. Gaming 
Commission Vice Chairperson 
Shellie Pelcher won the prize. 

It was very exciting to receive 
so many gifts and to see the sup- 
port from SCIT departments. 

The departments that donated 
gifts included Public Relations, 
Housing, Nimkee Public Health, 
Andahwod, SECR Bingo, SECR 
Marketing, Soaring Eagle Spa, 
SECR Hotel and Soaring Eagle 
Waterpark and Hotel. 

I also had some prizes donated 
by Naturopathic Institute, 
Central Michigan University, 
and Morey Courts. 


I want to especially thank all of 
the employees that completed the 
Wellness Interest Survey. 

I am very thankful to all the 
SCIT departments for helping to 
make the Wellness Survey such a 
huge success. 

The REACH Journey to 
Wellness grant made it possible 
for me to work with a wellness 
consultant to develop a Wellness 
Program Proposal for SCIT. 

The survey data was used to 
develop the Wellness Program 
Proposal. The survey results will 
be used to direct future well- 
ness programming. According to 
the survey results, 74 percent of 
employees said they would par- 
ticipate in a Wellness Program. 

Seventy-two percent of employ- 
ees said that they would prefer an 
incentive to help motivate them. 


JUDY DAVIS 

Nimkee Women's Health 

Nimkee Women’s Health cordially 
invites the community to our spe- 
cial 20th annual Feather Link Tea 
and luncheon in recognition of 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 

All community members and 
employees are invited to the 
Soaring Eagle Convention Center 
Saginaw Room on Tuesday, Oct. 
13, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 


Twenty-four percent of 
employees said they have been 
thinking about making changes 
for a healthy lifestyle, and 46 
percent of employees have 
made some healthy lifestyle 
changes, but still have trouble 
maintaining wellbeing. 

All of the survey’s data 
received indicates the sup- 
port and need for a Wellness 
Program to provide support 
and help employees to live 
healthy lifestyles. 

The top areas of interest for 
Wellness Program activities are: 

• Weight Management Program 

• Aerobic Classes 

• Sports League Activities 

• Fitness or Wellness Contests 

• Confidential Health Screening 

• Personal Fitness Contracting 


The event this year will again 
include a silent auction of hand- 
made items to benefit Community 
Cancer Services. 

Anyone wishing to donate to 
the auction may still do so up to 
the auction time. To be included 
in the program, however, items 
must be dropped off at Nimkee 
Public Health at least one week 
prior to the event. 

In addition to recognizing 
cancer survivors, the two guest 


• Walking Event or Club 

• Health Fair 

There are many benefits to 
having an employee Wellness 
Program, such as: 

• Wellness Program is part of 
benefits/compensation package. 

• Increased morale and camara- 
derie amongst co-workers due to 
fitness challenges. 

• Increased productivity and 
engagement of employee. 

• Increased employee reten- 
tion. (Employee stays with the 
company longer.) 

• Decreased presenteeism. 
(Employee is at work, but not 
doing job tasks.) 

• Reduced absenteeism/sick days. 

• Reduction in healthcare costs. 

• Healthier, motivated, and hap- 
pier workforce. 

Link Tea 

speakers this year are Margaret 
Steslicki, Nimkee medical direc- 
tor, and Char Hewitt, creator the 
Feather Link program while at the 
Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan. 

As the first Tribal women’s 
health coordinator, Steslicki 
planned the original Feather 
Link Tea. 

For more information on the 
silent auction or the Tea, contact 
Jenna at 989 - 775-4604 or Judy 
at 989 - 775 - 4629 . 


Nimkee walk-in flu clinic 

Sue Sowmick, RN, and Twila Schrot, LPN, will host a walk-in flu clinic 
on Oct. 6 and 20 from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. for ages 6 months and older in 
the Nimkee Clinic Lobby. You do not need an appointment, minors 
will need a parent or guardian with them. Hope to see you there! 

For more information, please call 989-775-4923 or 989-775-4699 


Twentieth annual Feather 


^ Wealth 





Behavioral Health 

PROGRAMS 

Nog-da-win-da-meg • “Taking care of one another” 


2800 S. Shepherd Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant MI, 48858 

989 - 775-4850 

www.sagchip.org/behavioralhealth 


Outpatient Services 

The outpatient program strives to meet the needs of the Anishi- 
nabek population of children, adolescents, adults and the elderly 
through the delivery of integrated services. This program is guid- 
ed by ideals and principles that are reflective of the Anishinabek 
values and beliefs. 

There are many reasons why an individual may need mental 
health counseling. He or she may have a chemical imbalance 
that is making it difficult to function, which can be aided 
through drugs but may also require some form of talk therapy. 
There may be unresolved trauma that is plaguing an individual. 
In nearly any case where a psychological issue is making daily 
functioning a problem, mental health counseling can help. 

• Individual Adult Counseling & Couples Therapy 

• Early Recovery Skills/Basic Education Group 

• Individual Child & Adolescent Counseling 

• Anger Management Education 

• Intensive Outpatient Counseling 

• Batterers’ Intervention Group 

• Transitional Supportive Living 

• Anger Management Group 

• Anishinabek Helping Healer 

• Traditional Practitioner 

• Gambling Addiction Counseling 

• Adolescent Substance Abuse Group 

• Parent Counseling 

• Group Counseling 

• DBT Group 

• Family Counseling 

• Women’s Support Group 

• Case Management Services 

• Psychiatric Services 

• School-Based Counseling 


Residential Services 

Located in the heart of the Isabella Reservation, we offer 
community-based programs catering to the needs of Native 
Americans who want to begin a journey to recovery. 
Programming is based on the twelve steps and incorporates 
the cultural and traditional process. Residents are exposed to 
the Ojibwe language, ceremonies, Native values and historical 
contexts through our cultural curriculum which is supported by 
our clinical approaches. 

Program Goals: 

• Promote balance and harmony within individuals and the community. 

• Provide services aimed at reducing personal, family, social, physical, 
emotional and spiritual distress to individuals. 

• Provide an environment that is met with honesty, humility, love, 
truthfulness, bravery, respect and wisdom. 

• Provide documentation and evaluation of services pertaining to all clients’ 
activities, planning, management, support services and training. 


Nami Migizi Nangwiihgan 

“Under the Eagle Wing” 

The purpose of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan’s 
domestic violence program is to assist those affected by domestic 
violence in finding another path without abuse. 

Individual needs will be addressed by utilizing emergency 
transportation to other shelters and case management services. 
We are dedicated to providing resources, safety and advocacy to 
ensure the physical, mental, spiritual and emotional well-being 
of families victimized by violence. In order to achieve balance 
and independence, we as a community, need to re-establish a 
support network of services and resources. 

The domestic violence services are open to anyone who is a 
victim of domestic violence, sexual assault and/or stalking. 

• Batterers’ Intervention Program • Cultural Sensitivity 

• 24/7 Support • Confidentiality/Privacy 

• Group Therapy • Victim Advocacy 

• Individual Therapy • Education and Outreach 

• Case Management 


Provide coordinated professional referral sources as a network of 
recovery support linkages. 


Struggling? 

Mondays: 5:30-7 p.m. (Dinner on your own) 

Fridays: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. (Light lunch included) 


Come when you can! As often as you want! 

Need Support? Need skill reminders? 

Topics covered include: 

Join us at RTC-Behavioral Health for the 

Drop-in Relapse Prevention Group 

Red Road teachings, step work, relapse prevention 
skills, mindfulness, medicine wheel teachings and case 
management services. 
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Environmental Nutrition presents: Eating to ease arthritis pain 


CARRIE DENNETT 

MPH, RDN 

(Editor s note: The following arti- 
cle is written by Carrie Dennett, 
MPH, RDN, and reprinted, with 
permission, from Environmental 
Nutrition, September 2015. This 
article has been submitted by 
Nimkee Nutritionist Sally Van 
Cise, RD.) 

A targeted diet, rich in omega-3 s, 
fruits, and vegetables, may help 
reduce arthritis pain so you can 
keep moving. 

More than 50 million 
Americans — one in five adults — 
have arthritis, according to the 
Arthritis Foundation, making it 
the number one cause of disabil- 
ity in this country. The condition 
is marked by inflammation in one 
or more of your joints, resulting in 
joint pain and stiffness. 

The two most common types 
of arthritis are rheumatoid arthri- 
tis (RA), in which the synovial 
membrane that protects and lubri- 
cates joints becomes inflamed, 
and osteoarthritis (OA), which 
involves the wearing away of car- 
tilage that caps the bones in your 
joints. Aging and accompanying 
body changes may contribute to 
arthritis onset and progression. 

When the body’s inflamma- 
tory response is functioning nor- 
mally, it protects and repairs tis- 
sue; when stress on the joints or 


an autoimmune response causes 
inflammation, it functions in an 
out-of-control manner that can 
harm more than it heals. Experts 
think diet may indeed help ease 
the pain of arthritis. 

Managing arthritis with your 
diet. Rebecca Manno, MD, MHS, 
assistant professor of medicine in 
the Division of Rheumatology of 
the Department of Medicine at 
Johns Hopkins University, said a 
healthy diet can help people stay 
active, manage arthritis symp- 
toms, and reduce dependence on 
medications — though it may not 
be enough to delay the progression 
of the disease for everyone. 

Beyond a well-balanced 
healthy diet, particular nutrition 
strategies offer promise in manag- 
ing arthritis. EN provides you with 
the best-odds approach: 

Eat whole, anti-inflammatory 
foods. A small study published in 
the journal Arthritis found that a 
whole-foods, plant-based diet may 
help relieve OA symptoms. 

A few other studies have 
found that a Mediterranean- 
style diet — rich in vegetables, 
fruits, beans, whole grains, and 
healthy fat from olive oil, nuts, 
and fish, while limiting meat, 
refined grains, and other highly 
processed foods — may help 
reduce RA pain and stiffness. 
Such plant-based diet patterns 
may reduce the levels of inflam- 
mation in the body. 


Manno said she advises her 
patients to “avoid processed 
foods, cook for themselves, and 
eat real foods.” 

Ramp up the omega-3s. 

Research supports the anti- 
inflammatory power of omega-3 
fatty acids from fatty fish, such 
as salmon or from fish oil supple- 
ments for the medical treatment of 
arthritis, Manno said. 

The Arthritis Foundation rec- 
ommends two 3-ounce servings of 
fish per week, and fish oil supple- 
ments of up to 2.6 grams twice a 
day to treat RA and OA. Discuss 
taking supplements with your 
health care provider before start- 
ing a regimen. 

Get enough protein. RA 

patients tend to have more fat 
and less muscle, in large part due 
to increased protein breakdown 
in the body from inflammation, 
said Manno. 

Exercise, especially resistance 
exercise using weights, resistance 
bands or even your own body 
weight, combined with feeding the 
muscles adequate protein can help 
preserve lean muscle. 

Aim to include a good source 
of protein-rich food — poultry, fish, 
legumes, low-fat dairy, eggs — at 
each meal and snack. 

Eat your vegetables and 
fruits. These plant foods are 
packed with antioxidants and phy- 
tonutrients that may help reduce 
inflammation. Adults should aim 


October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month 


JENNA W I LCOX 

Women's Health Coordinator 

This October, Nimkee ’s 
Women’s Health is proud to 
participate in National Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month. 

Breast cancer is the second 
most common type of cancer 
in women. 

About one in eight women bom 
today in the United States will get 
breast cancer at some point. The 
good news is that many women 
can survive breast cancer if it’s 
found and treated early. 

• If you are a woman age 40 
or older, talk to your medical 
provider about yearly mammo- 
gram screenings. 

• Know your risk: Talk to your 
family about cancer history and 
talk to your doctor about your per- 
sonal risk factors. 

• Get screened: Ask your 
provider what screening 
tests are right for you; have a 


mammogram every year start- 
ing at age 40; do your self-breast 
exam monthly; and have your 
breast examined by your medi- 
cal provider every year. 

• Know what is normal for 
you: See your healthcare pro- 
vider right away if you notice any 
unusual symptoms: 

o Lumps, hard knots or thick- 
ening inside the breast 

o Swelling, warmth, redness or 
darkening of the breast 

o Change in the size or shape 
of the breast 

o Dimpling or puckering of 
the skin 

o Itchy, scaly sore or rash on 
the nipple 

o Nipple discharge that starts 
suddenly 

o New pain in one spot that 
does not go away 

• Make healthy lifestyle 
choices: Maintain a healthy 
weight, add exercise to your 
daily routine, limit alcohol and 


nicotine intake, and breastfeed 
if you can. 

• Talk to a doctor about your 
risk for breast cancer; especially 
if a close family member had 
breast or ovarian cancer. 

• Remember to do your self- 
breast exam every month to be 
familiar with how your breasts 
look and feel. 

• Join us on Tuesday, Oct. 
13, 2015 at the Feather Link 
Tea as we honor those who 
have battled cancer. 

• As your medical home, we, 
at Nimkee Clinic, strongly recom- 
mend that you have your yearly 
women’s health screenings every 
year: Clinical breast exam, mam- 
mogram (as ordered by provider), 
pelvic exam, Pap smear (per 
guidelines), and rectal exam. 

To be scheduled for your 
yearly women’s health screen- 
ing, please contact Nimkee ’s 
Women’s Health Coordinator 
Jenna at 989-775-4604. 


Nimkee Fitness Center Group Exercise Schedule October 2015 


Time 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

8 a.m. 

Aqua Fit 
Sharon 


Aqua Fit 
Sharon 


Aqua Fit 
Sharon 

12:10 p.m. 

Power Walking 
Jayme 

Suspension 
Training - Jayme 

Warrior 

Wednesday - Jaden 

Fat Blast 

Jayme 


1:10 p.m. 



Fat Blast 

Jayme 


Turbo Kick 

Beth 

5:10 p.m. 


Kick & Step 

Jeni 




5:30 p.m. 



Belly Dance 
Deanna 




for 1 .5 to 2 cups of fruit and 2.5 to 
3 cups of vegetables per day. Eat 
the “rainbow” so that you enjoy 
the full spectrum of nutrients. 

Don’t skip nightshades. 
The claim that nightshade veg- 
etables — like tomatoes, potatoes, 
eggplants and peppers — aggra- 
vate arthritis pain has no research 
to back it up. In fact, nightshade 
vegetables contain antioxidants 
and phytonutrients that may have 
anti-inflammatory benefits. 

Ward off a “D” deficiency. 
Although vitamin D is important 
for health, research results conflict 
on whether vitamin D deficiency 
contributes to the progression of 
knee and hip OA. Aim to meet 
your daily requirement of 600 
IUs for adults, which may not be 
enough if a blood test indicates 
you are D-deficient. 

Maintain a healthy weight. 
Excess body weight can increase 
joint pain and inflammation. Thus, 
weight loss can offer relief by 
reducing pressure on the joints, as 


well as cutting inflammation in the 
body that results from inflamma- 
tion-promoting compounds found 
in body fat tissue. 

Exercise regularly. Studies 
show that regular exercise may 
help reduce joint pain and stiff- 
ness, making movement easier. It 
also increases muscle strength and 
produces endorphins, which help 
control pain and improve your 
overall health and wellbeing. 

The Arthritis Foundation sug- 
gests that you ask your health care 
provider what types of activities 
are safe and appropriate for you 
based on your current health. 

Keep a food log. Certain 
foods may trigger an autoim- 
mune response in people with 
RA, according to Manno, but 
because trigger foods vary from 
person to person, she advises 
keeping a food log. 

“Pay attention to what you eat, 
and if you notice something that 
affects how your joints feel, don’t 
ignore it,” she said. 


Tomato Cantaloupe Salsa 

Nutritional Stats Per Serving (1/2 cup): 30 calories, lg protein, 7g carbohy- 
drates, Og fat (Og saturated), Omg cholesterol, 2g fiber, 81 mg sodium 

Prep Time: 10 min. Cook Time: 5 min. Total Time: 15 min. 


Ingredients: 

• 4 large plum tomatoes, 
seeded and chopped 

• 1 & 1 /2 cup chopped cantaloupe 

•1/4 cup chopped red onion 

•1/4 cup chopped red bell pepper 

• 2 fresh Serrano or Jalapeno 
chilies, seeded, minced 

• Juice of one or two fresh limes, 
(about 2 tablespoons) 

• 1/4 cup packed chopped 
fresh cilantro 

•1/4 teaspoon salt 

Instructions: 

1. In a medium bowl, combine 

all ingredients. 

2. Stir to combine and 

serve immediately. 



The combo of heat and sweet 
says summer to me. Cantaloupe 
sweetens this perky tomato salsa 
flavored with hot green chilies. 
And if you’re not a fan of the 
heat, just omit or reduce the 
amount of chili. And as for most 
tomato salsas, even beginning 
cooks can hit it out of the park 
with these easy yet delicious sum- 
mer dishes, kicking it up with can- 
taloupe for one of summer’s best 
calorie-friendly dishes. Serves 8 

Written by Jennifer Iserloh 


www.skinnychef.com/recipes/tomato-cantaloupe-salsa 



For More Information: 

Contact Jayme Green 

9B9-775-4696 

jpertgs&w.Qrg 

Nimkee Fitness Center 

2591 S&Jffi Lealon RtJ. 

Mam Pleasant Ml 40858 


FREE KIDS 30 
Meter Dash 

few 2-5 year Olds. 
Start lime: 9:30 AM 
Register for this on Hie 
DAY OF RACE. 
Each child vwii receive 
a miniature Iraphy! 


SCIT 



5K • KID’S RACE • 1 MILE RUM/WALK 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2015 

Where: 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribal Operation's Parking Lol 

iSajtte&t Carter at Enmm& L&W 
7070 E. Broadway I Mouffl Pleasant Mi 4BB58 

Time: 

Re gistration: 3:30 AM ■ 10AM. 5K starts at 10 AM. 

Kids 30 Meier Cash stains at 0: 30 AM 

Fee: 

Jt 5 poet ■ marked by October 7 . 301 5 Family Rale: $35 
$20 alter October 7, 2015 - Family Rale: $40 

Course: 

The race course is flat and will t» run through the reservation on both 
the road and through fields on din and grass paths. 

Awards: 

The lira 2O0 partKspants io linish the 5K and l Mile ms recetof a 
medal {there wilt not be aivands given ip age grpuynsj 1 . 

Gifts: 

long sleeve moisture witting shirts are provided to the fire* 150 
fggis^M) participants. Limned amount ri long sleeve- cotton youih 
shits MitaDie. 

(«)MlGIZI © 

I L'L hN Lthtil C!" CARDINAL 

PHARMACY 



Gaines Photo Booth 
Activities Crafts • , 


At For more information and registration forms visit 

/it www. sag ch i p . org/f itness/ rezru n . htm 



WIN YOUR SHARE OF 



OVER 


IN CASH & PRIZES 


SATURDAYS IN OCT 


THE 

HOOTERS 


October is Breast Cancer Awareness month. To do our 
part, a donation to Breast Cancer Research will be made 
for every prize redeemed. On the First 4 Saturdays 
in October the first 500 guests who earn 700 points 
between 1 2PM and 9PM will receive an owl stuffed with 
a prize valued at up to $1 ,000. Then on October 24 a 
grand prize drawing will take place at 1 0PM where 2 
lucky winners take home $10,000 each! 


12PM-9PM 

GRAND PRIZE DRAWING 
OCT 24 AT 10PM 




Standish, Ml » 1.888.7.EAGLE.7 • Saganing-EaglesLanding.com 


IN CASH & PRIZES 


WEEKLY GRAND PRIZES! 

EVERY FRIDAY! NOW - DEC 23 


Love Fridays even more! One lucky person each 
hour will win $500 in Premium Play, $500 in 
cash plus 500 bonus entries for our grand prize 
drawing. Every Friday, we'll be giving away 
your choice of grand prizes including: 

A new car • A new snowmobile • Mall of America trip for 
4 & shopping spree • Art Van Furniture shopping spree 
$2 1 ,000 Travel voucher • $ 1 0,000 cash and more 


HOURLY DRAWINGS 7PM-10PM 

WEEKLY GRAND PRIZE DRAWING 11PM 

No drawings Oct. 30 





$100,000 BINGO SESSION 

SATURDAY, OCT 1 0 1 :30PM SESSION 

10 GAMES WORTH $10,000 EACH! 

Plus we're giving away a total of 1 00 prizes: 

Overnight stays at Soaring Eagle Resort • Concert Tickets 
Soaring Eagle gift cards • Food Vouchers and more 

HALLOWEEN BINGO 

SATURDAY, OCT 31 1 :30PM SESSION 

THIS HALLOWEEN, CELEBRATE AS A WINNER! 
NO TRICKS. JUST TREATS FOR ALL OUR PLAYERS! 

Pumpkin game • Free Beads 
Cider and donuts before the session 
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Andahwod Grandparents Day Extravaganza brightens up autumn spirits 
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Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Gloria Narvais makes Grandparents Day 
a family affair. 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Mezziniis Wassegijig takes his bean bag to the 
air as Grandma Rose offers encouragement. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

The annual Andahwod 
Grandparents Day Extravaganza 
on Sept. 13 served to brighten 
up 77 autumn spirits with smiles 
and laughter. 

The Andahwod Continuing 
Care Community & Elder 
Services program provided a 
bounce house and an ice cream 
sundae bar for the kids and the 
young at heart. 

Youth Council represen- 
tatives Elissa Schlegel and 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


SCIT Youth Council reps 
Elissa Schlegel (left) and 
Kathryn Pierce love their 
cotton candy. 


Kathryn Pierce served cot- 
ton candy to the appreciative 
crowd while Andahwod staff 
grilled hot dogs and served 
mac and cheese. 

Proceeds from cotton candy- 
donations will help fund Youth 
Council activities. 

Andahwod Administrator 
Gayle Ruhl was impressed 
with the event’s turnout and her 
staff’s teamwork. 

“I would like to offer a thank 
you to everyone who helped 
out and special thanks for our 
staff that showed up on their 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Little fan Miguel 
Chippeway looks great 
in his matching Detroit 
Lions jersey with his 
grandpa Brian. 


day off and put in the extra 
effort above and beyond their 
regular job duties,” Ruhl said. 
“It was really great beyond 
words. You can tell by all the 
people who showed and stayed 
because they were enjoying 
themselves. It went so much 
better than I expected... ten- 
fold and more!” 

Elder Community Activity 
Assistant Tomarrah Green 
coordinated the event regis- 
tration and provided oversight 
of the popular kids treasure 
chest hunt. 

“The kids had a lot of fun 
digging around in the trea- 
sure chest for winning poker 


chips, candy and mechani- 
cal pencils as consolation 
prizes,” Green said. “The 
grand prize winner of the 
treasure hunt was Brittany 
Benson. She was very excited 
to win an authentic Detroit 
Tigers glove and baseball.” 

Administrative Assistant II 
Sheligh Jackson took the lead 
on the “grandparent and grand- 
kid” bean bag toss tournament 
won by the team of Feliz Perez 
and Sara Saunders. 


In the SCIT Elders Raffle, 
Phyllis Kequom, Philemon 
“Bean” Sprague and Jo Kathy 
Sprague won Celebration 
Cinema gift cards. 

SCIT Elder Linda Schramm 
won the grand prize: A $300 
Home Depot gift card. 

Other winners who received 
prizes include Mike Schramm, 
Sue Kequom, Eliza Owl, Feliz 
Perez, Dorothy Netmop, Jean 
Hancock, Tony Carmona and 
Faith Carmona-Pego. 


OCTOBER 2015 

Tribal Elder Birthdays 


Tai Chi exercises proven to reduce falls in elders 


ANDAHWOD 
E LDE R SERVICES 

Every year, one of every three 
adults, aged 65 or older, fall 
and the consequences of that 
fall could be devastating. The 
research on Tai Chi has been 
found to be helpful in prevent- 
ing falls in elders. 

Tai Chi is centuries old 
and was originally practiced 
in China. In the U.S., it is 
employed as a form of physi- 
cal exercise and mental focus, 
similar to yoga. Tai Chi is a 
series of 19 slow movements 
and one pose. 

Many senior centers are 
offering the classes because 
there is no expense for 


equipment (you don’t need 
any) and not only does the 
exercise reduce falls, there are 
other benefits too including 
the following: 

1. Relieves physical effects 
of stress 

2. Promotes deep breathing 

3. Reduces bone loss in 
menopausal women 

4. Improves lower body and 
leg strength 

5. Helps with arthritis pain 

6. Reduces blood pressure 

7. Requires mind and body 
integration through mental 
imagery 

8. Accumulates energy by 
releasing endorphins rather 
than depleting it 

9. Enhances mental capac- 
ity and concentration 


10. Improves balance and 
stability by strengthening 
ankles and knees 

1 1 . Promotes faster recovery 
from strokes and heart attacks 

12. Improves conditions 
of Alzheimer’s, Multiple 
Sclerosis, and Parkinson’s 

The Commission on 
Aging has Tai Chi for arthri- 
tis, Tai Chi Qigong Shibashi 
and Zen Yoga with Tai Chi. 
Call the Commission on 
Aging for more information 
at 989-772-0748. 

Sources: www.insideelder- 
care.com/health/the-12-bene- 
fits-of-tai-chi-for-seniors/ 

www.webmd.com/fitness- 
exercis e/tai- chi -more -you- 
sway-less-youll-fall 


Andahwod CCC & ES Events 

- October 2015 

Crafts with Roger 

Language Bingo 

Elders Costume Contest 

Mondays at 1 p.m. 

Oct. 1 at 1 p.m. 

Oct. 30 before trunk-or-treat 

Euchre 

Mondays at 5 p.m. 

Jewelry with Kay 

Oct. 6 at 1 p.m. 

District 1 Elders Halloween 

Exercise with Elisa 

Beading with Elisa 

Door Decoration Contest 

Tuesdays & Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. 

Tuesdays at 5 p.m. 

• Oct. 26: Last day to submit your 

Therapy Dogs 

Therapy Dogs 

decorated door photo 

Wednesdays at 1 p.m. 

Wednesdays at 1 p.m. 

• Oct. 30: Deadline to vote 

Elders Breakfast 

Oct. 2 & 4 at 9 a.m. 

Knitting with Elisa 

Oct. 8, 15, 22, & 29 at 1 p.m. 

** Activities and events are subject to change. 


Elders Frankenmuth Day Trip 

Psychic Fair 

Keep an eye out for this event! Elder Services are taking 
District 1 Elders to Frankenmuth for the day the second 
week of November. Exact day and time to be determined. 
More information on this day trip coming soon! 

Elder Services is planning a 

Psychic Fair in November! Please 
look for more information soon! 


For more information , please contact the Activities Office at 989. 775. 4302 



1 Joanne Butzin, Ross 
Francis, Rebecca Gallery, 
Sandra Johnson, 

Lou Martinez 

2 Beatrice Seger, Oren 
Brown, Valerie Quinn 

3 Trudy Ralston, Mark 
Rueckert, Aaron Camburn, 
Lavern Pelcher 

5 Debra Cicalo, Elise 
Sanders, Joyce Moore, 
Sandra Chappel, 

Cheryl McKee 

6 Alexis Pelcher, James 
Smith Sr., Susan Byrne, 
Helen Huyser, Nonda 
Lynn, Daniel Sawmick, 
Kathleen Yacks 

7 Rebecca Bratten, Kathleen 
Koenig, Colleen Sisco, 
Kelly Trombley, 

Robert Weaver 

8 Ellen Kellogg-Bachert 

9 Phyllis Brodie, 

Sharon Sasse 

1 0 Terri Rueckert, David 
Perez Jr., Marilyn Sprague 

1 1 Kenneth Lee, Dorothy 
Netmop, Jonie Abella, 
Samson Sawmick 

1 2 Kim Elliott, Barbara 
Krause, Lahy Bailey Jr., 
Tina Montoya 

13 Phyllis O’Neal 

1 4 Daniel Bailey, Dennis 
Kequom, Roger Rusch, 
Carrie Farr, Lauren Lopez 

1 5 Christopher Bailey, 

Dejay Elk 

1 6 Marvin Davis 

1 7 Sarah Martin, Minnie 
Stevens, Linda Chism, 
Jody Clark, 


1 7 Cynthia Dalton, Marjorie 
Dubay, George Francis, 

Eva McDonald 

1 8 Terry Chamberlain, Robert 
Federico, Lindy Hunt, 
Kelley Stevens 

19 Jackie Gibbs, Gordon 
Hart, Yvonne Keshick, 
Blanche Kuhn, Paul Pego 

20 Lawrence Sprague Sr., 
Linda Willard, Kevin Wray 

21 Judy Pamp, Krystal Pelcher, 
Gypsy Angiano, Susan 
Coon, Spencer Kerby, 
Donulus Otto 

22 Kimberely Stigger, 

Robert Rodriguez Jr. 

23 Scott Saboo, Jeffrey Smith, 
Ramona Walker 

24 Wayne Sprague, David 
Brodie, Gerald Gould, 
Donette Maney, 

Annette Ott 

25 Roy Carranza, Sandra Rood, 
Philemon Sprague Jr., Tom 
Bailey, Connie Jackson 

Daniel Rodriguez, Ann 

26 Koning, Audrey Nelson, 
Mariann Pelcher-Wright 

Gonzalo Ramirez Jr., 

27 Frederick Stevens, 

Ruthie Pelcher, 

Theodore Robinson 

Julia Hay, Jeanette 

28 Mandoka, Michael Randall 

Kenneth Fallis, 

29 Donna Proper 

Colleen Chippewa, Dinah 

30 Griffus, Gloria Mulbrecht 

Brenda Champlin, 

31 Ronald Falcon, Antonio 
Rodriguez, Joseph Snyder 
Jr., Stacey Fallis 
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< OCTOBER 2015 EVENT PLANNER :* 


SCIT Golf Membership Tournament 

October 2 | Check-in: 9 a.m., shotgun start at 10 a.m. 

• Location: Maple Creek Golf Course 

• Contact: 989-775-4000 

Native Farmers Market 

October 6, 1 3 1 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

• Location: Comer of Broadway and Leaton roads 

• Contact: 989-775-4059 

Women's Tradition Society 

October 5, 12, 19, 26 | 5 - 6:30p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4879 

Mama and Baby Stroller Class 

October 6, 13, 20, 27 1 10:30 -11:30 a.m. 

• Location: Meet at Nimkee Fitness Center 

• Contact: 989-775-4696 

Al-Anon Family Group Meeting 

October 6, 13, 20, 27 | 5p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-3742 

• Strength and hope for friends and families of 
problem drinkers. 

Run on the Rez 

October 1 0 | Registration: 8:30 a.m., 5K: 10 a.m. 
Kids 30-meter dash: 9:30 a.m. 

• Location: SCIT Tribal Operations Parking Lot 

• Contact: 989-775-4696 

Feather Link Tea & Luncheon 

October 1 3 1 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

• Location: Saginaw Room at SECR 

• Contact: 989-775-4629 


Housing Financial Workshop 

October 15 1 12p.m. 

• Location: Housing Conference Room 

• Contact: 989-775-4552 

Paint the Rez Purple 

October 24 1 11 a.m., registration starts at 10 a.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4858 

•1.5 mile domestic violence awareness walk/run 

• Free event T-shirts, water bottles and sunglasses will 
be provided on a first come, first serve basis! 

• A healthy lunch will be provided following the race. 

• Celebrate with DJ Lupe Gonzalez at the finish line! 

• This untimed event is for people of all ages, fitness 
levels, and backgrounds. 

October Jubilee 

October 22 | 6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

• Location: Tribal Campgrounds 

• Contact: 989-775-4522 

Halloween Haunt 

October 23 | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

• Location: Tribal Campgrounds 

• Contact: 989-775-4522 

Digital Storytelling Workshop 

December 1 -3 | 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

• Location: Ziibiwing Cultural Center 

• Contact: 989-775-4893 

• Make a three to five minute movie 
about recovering addictions 

nDigiFest Film Festival 

December 4 | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

• Location: Ziibiwing Cultural Center 

• Contact: 989-775-4893 


October is Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month 

Nami Migizi Nangwiihgan is committed to 
bringing awareness to violence against women. 


The Clothesline Project 

The Clothesline Project aims to bear witness to the issue of violence 
against women. Women affected by violence share their story on a 
T-shirt and display it for the community to see. Interested in 
making a shirt? Come to Womens Support Group Oct. 20! 

Purple Ribbon Campaign 

Wear your purple ribbon all month long! 

You can even add one to your car antenna. 

Bathroom Campaign 

Informational posters containing statistics will be hung 
throughout Tribal Departments. 

Women's Support Group 

5:30 - 7 p.m. Oct. 20 at Behavioral Health. This is your chance to 
create a T-shirt for the community clothesline project! 

Paint the Rez Purple Color Run! 

1 1 a.m. Oct. 24 at Behavioral Health. 

Elders Breakfast 

Join NMN as they serve Elders Breakfast from 9 a.m. on 
Oct. 28 at Andahwod. 


Paint the Rez Purple Office Competition 

May the best department win! 



Nami Migizi Nangwiihgan 

Domestic Violence, Sexual Assualt 
& Stalking Services 

Call us at 989.775.4400 
to receive assistance. 


TRIBAL COMMUNITY CALENDAR 1 OCTOBER 2015 


MONDAY 


• SECR Payroll 
SCIT Per Capita 

• SCIT Payroll 

• Waste Collection* 

*Bins must be curbside by 6:30 a.r 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY 


UIURSDAY 


E hi DAY 


Talking 

Circle 


Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
Andahwod Maple Room 


For more information contact: Kim 989.289.3088, Roger 989.944.1937 


1 


| Sacred Fire Lunch 

2 | 

• 

3 | 


7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

D. Dowd: Traditional Healing 

B. Health | 5 - 8 p.m 

Ashinaabe Language Class 

Language Center | 6 - 7 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 

D. Dowd: Sweat Lodge 

B. Health | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m 


SAT. /SUN. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


Women’s Traditions Society 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Ogitchedaw Meeting 

Seniors Room | 6 p.m. 


Jake & Mary Pine 

7 th Generation | 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 

Anishinaabe Language Class 

Language Center | 6 - 7 p.m. 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Traditional Teaching 

Saganing | 1 1 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Lunch Bunch 

Language Center | 12 - 1 p.m. 


8 


io 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Anishinaabe Language Class 

Language Center | 6 - 7 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


n 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


12 


13 


14 


Women’s Traditions Society 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 

Anishinaabe Language Class 

Language Center | 6 - 7 p.m. 


Drum Making Class 

7th Generation | 5 - 8 p.m. 

Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m 

Lunch Bunch 

Language Center | 12 - 1 p.m. 


15 


Drum Making Class 

7th Generation | 5 - 8 p.m. 

Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Anishinaabe Language Class 

Language Center | 6 - 7 p.m. 


16 


17 


Tribal Observer 

Deadline | 3 p.m. 

AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


18 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


19 


20 


21 


Women’s Traditions Society 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 

Anishinaabe Language Class 

Language Center | 6 - 7 p.m. 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Tribal Education Advisory 

Meeting | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

Lunch Bunch 

Language Center | 12 - 1 p.m. 


22 

Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 - 5 p.m. 

Anishinaabe Language Class 

Language Center | 6 - 7 p.m. 

Medicine Wheel Teaching 

7th Generation | 5 - 8 p.m. 


23 


24 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


25 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


26 


27 


28 


Women’s Traditions Society 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Grandmother Moon 

B. Health | 9 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 

Anishinaabe Language Class 

Language Center | 6 - 7 p.m. 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Lunch Bunch 

Language Center | 12 - 1 p.m. 


29 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 - 5 p.m. 

Anishinaabe Language Class 

Language Center | 6 - 7 p.m. 


30 


31 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


Tribal departments: Our primary source for information is the Shared Network Community Calendar. You may access the Community Calendar by going onto the Shared-Drive and 
clicking on the Tribal Community Calendar. This is a very useful tool that we suggest everyone explore. Start by creating a shortcut, then adding an event, enjoy! 
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Observer Classifieds 


Tribal Observer Classifieds 


100 Employment 


To place your ad, call the Tribal Observer at 989-775-4010, Email: observer@sagchip.org, visit our office in Tribal Operations 
or mail to Tribal Observer, Attn.: Classified, 7070 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. Please have all submissions and 
payment in by deadline. Classified rates are $10 for 15 words or less, and 75 cents per additional word. Any thumbnail image 
costs an additional $15. Apply to job postings online at www.sagchip.org. * Job postings are subject to change daily. 


105 Lost and Found 
110 For Rent 
115 For Sale 
120 Announcements 


125 Miigwetch 
130 Services 
135 Events 
140 Giveaways 
145 Miscellaneous 


100 Employment 


Tribal 

Operations 


SCTC Tutor: 
Mathematics 

Open to the public. At least 60 
completed credits towards a 
college degree in mathemat- 
ics, or significant course work 
towards a degree empha- 
sizing mathematical skills. 

Social Services Supervisor 
Protective Services 

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in social work or related 
field required. Master’s degree 
preferred. Four years experience 
in a human services setting and 
one year supervisory experience. 

Sasiwaans Early 
Childhood Manager 

Must be at least 18 years of age. 
Bachelor’s degree in education 
field required. Candidate must 
possess a valid State of Michi- 
gan Early Childhood Certifica- 
tion and/or ZS endorsement. 

Secondary Language 
Immersion Specialist 

Open to the public. Must pos- 
sess required specialized 
unique skills include demon- 
strated fluency and knowledge 
of Anishinabe language ac- 


quisition, a clear understand- 
ing of immersion philosophy 
and two years experience 
teaching Anishinabemowin 
with children in a school set- 
ting or community setting. 

ACFS Director 

Open to the public. Master’s 
degree in social services or 
human services related field. 
Must have supervisory experi- 
ence in social services or hu- 
man services related field. Must 
be able to obtain and main- 
tain a Tribal driver’s license. 

Certified Aide PT 

Open to the public. Must 
possess a high school diplo- 
ma or equivalent and must 
be at least 18 years of age. 

Leadership Apprentice 

SCIT Tribal Members only. 
Must have satisfactorily com- 
pleted 12 credit hours. Must 
provide documentation of ac- 
ceptance at an accredited col- 
lege/university in Michigan. 
Must currently have a cumula- 
tive 2.5 grade point average. 

Teacher Assistant 

Open to the public. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or equivalent and must have 
passed a formal state or lo- 
cal academic assessment 
as approved by the Michi- 
gan State Board of Educa- 
tion; or successfully com- 
pleted at least two years of 


study at an institution of 
higher education (equal to 
60 semester hours); or must 
have an associates degree. 

Police Officer FT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 21 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma or 
equivalent. Associates degree 
preferred. Must be able to pass 
departmental fitness evalua- 
tion. Must be MCOLES certi- 
fied/certifiable or capable of 
meeting certifiable standards. 

Dispatcher/Corrections 

Open to the public. High school 
graduate or equivalent. Suc- 
cessful completion of Michigan 
Law Enforcement Office Train- 
ing (MLEOTC) corrections 
course and/or Bureau of Indian 
Affairs Corrections Course. 

Teacher 

Open to the public. Bach- 
elor’s degree in education. 
Must possess a valid Michi- 
gan elementary teaching cer- 
tificate. RTI experience re- 
quired in reading and math. 

Gift Shop Retail Clerk PT 

Open to the public. Must pos- 
sess a high school diploma or 
GED. Retail experience a plus. 

Tribal Schools Principal 

Open to the public. M.A. in ed- 
ucational administration with 
five years teaching experience 
or bachelor's degree in educa- 
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tion field with eight years ex- 
perience. Prefer knowledge of 
Ojibwe language and culture 
of Ojibwe Language speaker. 

Water Operator Intern 

SCIT Tribal Members Only. 
Must be at least 18 years of 
age. Must have a high school 
diploma or equivalent. Edu- 
cation and experience in ad- 
vance mathematics, basic 
chemistry, laboratory and 
computer skills is helpful. 

Social Services 
Case Worker 

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in human service re- 
lated field required. Master’s 
degree preferred. Must submit 
to and pass a background check. 

Human Resources 
Director 

Open to the public. Bach- 
elor’s degree in business or 
human resource manage- 
ment; master’s degree pre- 
ferred. A minimum of 10 or 
more years experience in hu- 
man resources management. 

General Labor Pool 

Tribal Member posting. 
Must be at least 18 years 
of age and possess a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 

Clerical Pool 

Tribal Member posting. 
Must be at least 1 8 years 
of age and possess a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 


SECR 


Cosmetologist PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 1 8 years or older upon 
employment. High school di- 
ploma or equivalent required. 
Must possess and maintain a 
Michigan state license in cos- 
metology with 1600 training 
hours, followed by comple- 
tion of state license with 
two year renewal required. 

Entertainment Usher 
Seasonal 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 


Line Cook FT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
One years of restaurant cooking 
experience with increasing lev- 
els of responsibility, commu- 
nication and teamwork skills. 

Pastry Line Cook FT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 

Lead Cook FT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age with a 
high school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Two years of restaurant 
cooking experience with in- 
creasing levels of responsibil- 
ity, proven leadership, commu- 
nication and teamwork skills. 

Host/Hostess PT 

Open to the public. Must be 1 8 
years of age have a high school 
diploma or equivalent. Must 
have good guest service skills 
and work well with others. 

Line Server PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 
Must be able to work weekends, 
holidays, and graveyard shifts. 

Steward PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 

Casino Housekeeper PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 

Massage Therapist PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 1 8 years or older upon 
employment. High school di- 
ploma or equivalent required. 
Must have a valid Michigan 
massage certification and 
600 total hours required 
for massage certification. 

Server Assistant PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 

Stage Hand PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 


SELC 


Inventory Control 
Driver PT 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 18 years of age. 
Must have a high school 
diploma or equivalent. 

Saganing Transit 
Driver PT 

Open to the public. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or GED. Must be at least 21 
years of age. Must have a valid 
CDL with passenger endorse- 
ments or a Chauffer’s License. 

Saganing Transit 
Driver FT 

Open to the public. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or GED. Must be at least 21 
years of age. Must have a valid 
CDL with passenger endorse- 
ments or a Chauffer’s License. 

Saganing Maintenance 
Worker 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 18 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 

Saganing Casino 
Shift Manager 

Open to the public. High 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Bachelor's degree preferred 
Five or more years of progres- 
sively responsible experience 
in gaming operations. Three 
or more years of management 
experience required, prefer- 
ably in managing a department. 


115 For Sale 


For Sale 

Mint Condition Navajo 
Zuni Hopi Kachinas 
bought at $100 each selling 
for $50 each. 772-1166 


1 30 Services 


Fox Home Builders 

All types of home improve- 
ments. Kitchen and bath re- 
modeling, additions. Experi- 
enced and local. 989-773-4665. 


NOTICE OF SUMMONS AND COMPLAINTS IN THE MATTER OF ALICE RICKETTS: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Road Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
(989) 775-4800 Summons and Complaint Case No. 15-0-0340 Plaintiff: Gateway 
Financial Solutions P.O. Box 3257 Saginaw MI 48605 (989)791-2505 Plaintiff’s 
Attorney: Schisler Law Scott Schisler P488832 P.O. Box 3257 Saginaw, MI 48605 
(989) 791-2505 Vs. Defendant: Alice Ricketts 1425 W. Pickard Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 
48858 Notice to Defendant: 1. You are being sued. 2. You have 21 days after receiving 
this summons to file an answer with the court and to serve a copy on the other party 
or to take other lawful action. Please note that if you were served by certified mail or 
served outside of the reservation land you have 28 days to answer attached complaint. 
3. Failure to file an answer or take other action within the time allowed may result in a 
default judgment being entered against you for the relief requested in plaintiff’s com- 
plaint. This summons expires Nov. 26, 2015. 


NOTICE OF SUMMONS AND COMPLAINTS IN THE MATTER OF VANESSA HART: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
(989)775-4800 Summons and Complaint Case No. 15-CI-0242 Plaintiff: Gateway Financial 
Solutions P.O. Box 3257 Saginaw MI 48605 (989)791-2505 Plaintiff’s attorney: Schisler 
Law, Scott Schisler P48832, P.O. Box 3257 Saginaw, MI 48605 (989)791-2505 Vs. 
Defendant: Vanessa Hart 5180 Jonathon Lane Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 Notice to defendant: 
1. You are being sued. 2. You have 21 days after receiving this summons to file an answer 
with the court and to serve a copy on the other party or to take other lawful action. Please 
note that if you were served by certified mail or served outside of the reservation land you 
have 28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or take other action 
within the time allowed may result in a default judgment being entered against you for the 
relief request in the plaintiff’s complaint. This summons expires Oct. 24, 2015. 


Highlight 
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Labor Day celebration provides community 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Recreation Department scored 
another win as the Sept. 7 
annual Labor Day celebration 
provided community recre- 
ation in a fun environment. 

Youth Activities Manager 
Ronnie Ekdahl and Organized 
Sports Specialists Lindsay 
Sprague, Lucas Sprague 
and Walter Trepanier were 
joined by Youth and Family 
Recreation Specialist David 
Merrill in coordinating one 
of the department’s signature 
events of the year. 

“This year’s events included 
a two-person corn hole/bean 
bag tournament, a horseshoe 
tournament, egg toss, bingo, 
tug of war competition and a 
watermelon eating contest for 
all ages,” Ekdahl said. 




Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal youth Zaagidiwin 
Traver finds watermelon is 
good to the last drop. 

Lucas coordinated the 
annual double elimination 
horseshoe tournament that fea- 
tured nine two-person teams 
competing for cash prizes. 


“The team of Greg Lambert 
and Lester ‘Goober’ Chippeway 
made it through the first rounds 
without a loss, while coming up 
through the loser’s bracket was 
John Underwood and James 
Wilson,” Lucas said. “The two 
teams faced off in the finals set- 
ting up for an exciting champi- 
onship match.” 

Greg and Goober were the 
first to 21 and crowned the 
2015 horseshoe champions. 

“This event is always com- 
petitive, with three different 
championship teams in the last 
three years,” Lucas said. 

Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort Director of Hotel 
Operations Bernard Sprague 
coordinated the corn hole tour- 
nament and donated the prizes 
for the event, along with his 
wife Bonnie. 

Brian E. Chippeway and 
Brian W. Chippeway were the 
2015 corn hole champions and 
each received a $25 gift card 
from SECR. 

Brian Wemigwans Sr. and 
Brian Wemigwans Jr. took sec- 
ond and each received $10 in 
Doozie (ice cream) dollars. 

The corn hole game boards 
were provided by Bernard 
Sprague, Bean Sprague, Brian 
E. Chippeway and the kids 
board was provided by Chris 
(Action) Jackson. 

“There were 1 1 teams in the 
tournament and approximately 
12 kids received Doozie dol- 
lars for making a ringer,” 
Bernard said. 

The event also included 
inflatables, a water balloon 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Brandon Haught (left), Michael Albidrez (center) and Willie 
Johnson can’t believe they ate the whole thing. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal Elder Barbara Krause is hungry 
for that Nbakade cuisine. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Nebin Floyd is “poultry in motion” 
during the egg toss. 


recreation in fun environment 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

It looks like the Michigan Indian Family Olympics 
again as Tribal youth pull during tug of war. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


A capacity crowd of youth and Elders flood two 
pavilions to play Labor Day bingo. 


game, music, and Nbakade 
Restaurant catered. 

Human Resource Manager 
Samantha Olson helped with 
registration along with Tribal 
Council Chaplain Jennifer 
Wassegijig and Ethan Hunt. 

“I think there was great 
support to help get the picnic 
set up,” Olson said. “It was 
great seeing everyone working 
together so well and everyone 
was eager to get the set up 
done as quickly as possible.” 

Lindsay Sprague said there 
were about 230 people in 
attendance. 

“I would like to thank all 
of the families who came out 
this year and faced the scorch- 
ing heat with us,” she said. “A 
big thank you goes to Jennifer, 
Ethan and Samantha for assist- 
ing with the registration. With 
everything that was going on 
that day, I don’t think I could 
have done it without them. We 


had over 20 volunteers (includ- 
ing Behavioral Health’s RTC, 
the Youth Council and com- 
munity service workers), show 
up that day and we cannot 
thank them enough for their 
help throughout the day.” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Andahwod Administrator 
Gayle Ruhl gets ready to 
call the next bingo number. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Tribal Member Bill Leksche 
tosses his bag high toward 
the corn hole. 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Simon Quigno makes a 
splash at the “Pitch Burst” 
water balloon game. 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

It was close, but Tribal 
Member Karen Bond had 
good hands and caught it. 








Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Tribal Member Bonnie Sprague 
drops the egg. 
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The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe... “ Working Together for Our Future" 


General Election: Nov. 3, 2015 - Polls will be open from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. 


Tribal Council Primary Election sees six incumbents advance 


District 1 Primary Election: Top 20 Candidates 

Kenneth W. Sprague 208 

Chip A. Neyome 179 

Lindy M. Hunt 174 

Candace (Chippewa) Benzinger 173 
Timothy J. Davis 172 

Maynard N. Kahgegab Jr. 170 

Ronald F. Ekdahl 169 

Diana Lynn Quigno-Grundahl 166 
Michelle (Jackson) Colwell 161 

Jennifer (Vasquez) Wassegijig 160 

Brent D. Jackson 159 

Jean V. Flamand 157 

Jeremy M. Sawmick 152 

Theresa L. Jackson 151 

Gayle E. Ruhl 151 

Sheila A. Leaureaux 148 

Craig Allen Graveratte 146 

Federico (Fred) Cantu Jr. 140 

Tonia S. Leaureaux 140 

Amanda (George) Oldman 140 

District 3 Primary Election 

: Top Two Candidates 

Frank J. Cloutier 251 

Michele G. Stanley 237 
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Observer Classifieds 



Annual Halloween Haunt 

Community gathers at Tribal 
Campground for a spooky good time . 



Par for the Cause 
Celebrity golf tournament raises 
money for Tribal and local charities. 



Run on the Rez 

Eleventh annual 5K run and one-mile 

walk promotes healthy competition. 



Paint the Rez Purple 

Domestic violence awareness spread 
through 1.5 mile color run/walk. 
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JOSEP H V. SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

Tribal Council Primary 
Election time comes every 
two years and the voters have 
spoken once more. 

A field of 56 District One 
candidates competed for the 
top 20 positions to continue on 
to the Nov. 3 General Election 
while six candidates chal- 
lenged each other for the two 
openings in District Three. 

The Oct. 13 Primary 
Election saw the Executive 
Council of Tribal Chief 
Steven Pego, Treasurer 
Shelly Bailey, Secretary 
Sandra Sprague and Delmar 
Jackson Sr. voted out of 
office, not attaining the top 
20 candidate vote. 

Tribal Sub-Chief Lorna 
Kahgegab Call and Councilman 
Julius Peters abstained from 
the 2015 Primary Election. 

The six incumbents who 
continue onward to the Nov. 
3 Tribal Council General 
Election include District 
One Council members Chip 
Neyome, Lindy Hunt, Timothy 
Davis and Jennifer Wassegijig 
while District Two Council 
member and incumbent Ron 

City of Mount 

N ATALIE SH ATTUCK 

Editor 

At the Oct. 12, 2015 Mount 
Pleasant City Commission meet- 
ing, Mayor Jim Holton declared 
the second Monday in October 
as Indigenous Peoples Day. 

The proclamation states, 
“The City supports that 
Indigenous Peoples Day be 
used to reflect upon the ongo- 
ing struggles of indigenous 
people on this land and to 
celebrate the thriving culture 
and value that the Saginaw 
Chippewa and other indig- 
enous peoples add to our city 
and community.” 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Chief Steven Pego and his wife 
Mae performed a special drum 
song to commence the meeting. 

Following the proclama- 
tion from Holton, Chief Pego 
shared some words. 


Nelson is running unop- 
posed and advanced. 

District Three candi- 
date Frank Cloutier was 
the top vote getter while 
Council member incum- 
bent Michele Stanley 
took second to face off 
in the General Election. 

The Isabella Federal 
Reservation is comprised 
of three districts within 
its membership that 
make up the total Tribal 
Membership. 

District One is the 
Reservation in Isabella 
County that has 1,064 
registered voters/eligible voters. 

District Two is the 
Saganing Reservation in 
Arenac County that has 43 
registered/eligible voters. 

District Three applies to the 
Tribal Membership who live 
off Reservation and account 
for the remaining 1 ,445 regis- 
tered/eligible voters. 

The complete results as cer- 
tified by the Caucus Committee 
are listed on the Tribal website 
at www.sagchip.org and are 
posted at the Tribal Clerk's 
office in Tribal Operations. 

The Nov. 3 General 
Election will be from 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. with District One 


“If more people started 
working with their hearts, the 
world wouldn’t be a bad place 
to live,” Chief Pego said. 

In 20 1 0, the state of Michigan, 
Isabella County, and the City 
of Mount Pleasant recognized 
the official boundaries of the 
Isabella Indian Reservation 


registered voters at the Public 
Safety building in Mount 
Pleasant, and District Two 
voters going to the polls at the 
Saganing Outreach Center. 

District Three voter ballots 
were mailed out by the Tribal 
Clerk on Oct. 21. 

Enrollment Director Shawn 
Sawmick said completing 
her first Primary Election as 
Tribal Clerk was a very hum- 
bling experience. 

“I would like to thank our 
Membership that made their 
voices count by coming out to 
the voting polls or mailing their 
ballots and voting,” Sawmick 
said. “We had... a total of 51 


through a historic set of agree- 
ments, and these agreements 
amicably settled long-standing 
Indian Country jurisdictional 
issues and are now considered 
model agreements for the rest of 
the country. 

The proclamation follows 
a resolution passed by Tribal 


percent of the District One reg- 
istered voters cast their ballots 
(District Three had a 33 per- 
cent turnout). Congratulations 
to all 2015 Primary (Election) 
candidates. I would also like to 
thank my staff for all their sup- 
port and hard work. Together, 
with the Caucus Committee, 
we made a great team.” 

The Caucus Committee made 
sure all aspects of Ordinance 4 
were followed and enforced. 

Deputy Tribal Clerk Kevin 
Skutt found his first time 
assisting in an election as a 
great learning experience. 

Election | 6 


Council in September 2014, 
advising the city to recog- 
nize Indigenous Peoples Day 
in replacement of the widely- 
known Columbus Day. 

Last year, the city offered 
the first Indigenous Peoples 
Day proclamation for the day 
of Oct. 13,2014. 


Pleasant declares Indigenous Peoples Day 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Tribal Chief Steven Pego shares an address 
at the City Commission meeting as Mount 
Pleasant Mayor Jim Holton listens. 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Chief Pego, with his wife Mae, holds the 
proclamation recognizing Indigenous Peoples 
Day as the second Monday in October. 
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Cecil Isaac 

Sept. 12, 1940 -Sept. 28, 2015 


Spencer Tracy Snyder 

Jan. 9, 1988 -Oct. 1, 2015 


Attention Tribal Members 


Cecil Isaac, 75, died Monday, Sept. 28, 2015 at Brookdale in Bay 
City. He was bom in Standish on Sept. 12, 1940 to the late Solomon 
and Mabel (Williams) Isaac. 

After graduating from Bay City 
Central High School, he served his 
country in the U.S. Army and was hon- 
orably discharged. 

Cecil was a member of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe and enjoyed going 
to the casino, playing cards and puzzles. 

He is survived by his caregiver who he con- 
sidered his daughter, Kathy Kimmel; and her siblings, Leann & Jack 
Przeslak, Terry Kimmel, Don Fath; their children, Tera and Fred 
Keller, Drew Kimmel (fiancee, Marisa Ramirez), Carrie and Tammi 
Williams, Adam Przeslak; and great-grandchildren. Also surviving 
is Cecil's half-sister: Kathie (Clare) Kozuch. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; his partner of 30 
years, Dolores Kimmel; her daughter, Bonnie Fath; her grand- 
daughter, Deanne Mateos; his infant sister; and two brothers, 
Junior and Harold Isaac. 

The family would like to acknowledge and express a special 
thank you to the staff of Brookdale Assisted Living and Fresenius 
Medical Care Dialysis Center in Essexville for their care and assis- 
tance given to Cecil. 

Jean Ann (Collins) Lang 

Sept. 5, 1945 -Oct. 13, 2015 

Jean Ann (Collins) Lang, 70, passed away on Oct. 13,2015 at Harbor 
Hospice. Jean was bom Sept. 5, 1945 in Coleman to Matthew John 
Collins and Velma Edith Guy. 

Jean's first husband was Clare Evan 
Cambum, who preceded her in death. 

Jean remarried on July 13, 1979 to Joe 
Lang. 

Jean had worked quality control at 
Gardner Denver, was a driver for Harbor 
Transit, and she owned and operated 
Cambum's Bakery until she retired. Jean 
was a member of Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan. She 
was known for her love of baking, sewing, and her family. 

Jean is survived by her sisters, Delores Stillson, and JoAnn 
Clark; her cousin, Wayne Douglas Ritter; her children, Clare 
Evan Cambum (Licia), Aaron John Cambum, Lori Jean Rickie 
(Howard), Richard Allen Cambum (Cassandra), Anthony Joseph 
Lang (Roschelle); her 18 grandchildren, Crystal, Alissa, Katelynn, 
Jessica, Evan Jr., Aaron Jr., Ashley, Tiffany, Val, Keith, Ryan, Kylee, 
Richard, Zachary, Ariel, Alexa, Cameron, and Alyssa; and her 
seven great grandchildren, Kaydence, Andrelle, Azaya, Priscilla, 
Gabrielle, Sienna, and Hailey. 

Jean was preceded in death by her siblings: Mary Rebecca 
Collins, Matthew John Collins Jr., Carolyn Kay Cleveland, and 
Richard Elliot Collins. 




CORRECTION 

The Lauri Cloutier-Lee honored as “Sage 
Woman of the Year” article in the last 
edition, October 2015, page 10, should 
have stated Cloutier-Lee is a Tribal 
Descendent, not a Tribal Member. 


In the October 2015 edition, page 10, the 
title should have read: “Zebra and quagga 
mussels thought to help create perfect con- 
ditions for harmful algal blooms”. 


Public Notice 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police provide law en- 
forcement services under 638 Contract with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). In compliance with 
said contract; The Bureau of Indian Affairs reserves 
the right for “First Right of Refusal” pertaining to 
any complaints against the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Police Department and/or its Officers. 

As result of this contractual procedure; ALL complaints 
against the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police Department 
and/or its Officers must first be directed to: 

Bureau of Indian Affairs Albuquerque Office 
Internal Affairs Division 1.505.563.3880 


Spencer Tracy Snyder, age 27, of Mount Pleasant passed away 
Thursday, Oct. 1, 2015, at Spectmm Hospital in Grand Rapids. 

Spencer was bom Jan. 9, 1988, in Greenvill 
Ky., the son of Joseph and Lisa (Rodriguez) 

Snyder. He graduated in the Class of 2006 
from Mt. Pleasant High School. 

Spencer had worked for RMS, LLC as 
a yard and repo man. He had also worked 
as a bar-back at the Soaring Eagle Casino & 

Resort in the beverage department. 

Spencer was a member of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe. He loved all kinds of tmcks, from semis to 
pickups, and doing mechanical work on them. Spencer enjoyed fish- 
ing, golfing, bowling and going to car shows. He also loved riding 
motorcycle and spending time with his family and his dog Goliath. 

He is survived by his parents, Joseph and Lisa Snyder of Mount 
Pleasant; his significant other, Brittany Parsons of Mount Pleasant; his 
brothers, Ricky (Kimberly) Snyder of Live Oak, Fla., Joseph Snyder 
Jr. of Florida, Norman (Heidi) Snyder of Mt. Pleasant, and countless 
others who he called “Bro” or “Brother”; his sisters, Rita (Aaron) 
Redman of Mt. Pleasant, Gypsy (Tizo) Angiano of Muskegon, 
Tempie Snyder of Mt. Pleasant, Stephanie (Drew) Snyder of Grand 
Rapids, Shirley (Bandit) Otto, Samantha (Ramir) Snyder, Sarah (DJ) 
Snyder, all of Mt. Pleasant and countless others who he called “Sis”; 
and many nieces, nephews, cousins, aunts and uncles. 

He was preceded in death by his grandparents, Lupe and Shirley 
Rodriguez; his grandmother, Lizzie Deason; and his uncle, Lupe 
Rodriguez Jr. 

A Memorial Service for Spencer was held on Friday, Oct. 9, 
2015, at Clark Family Funeral Chapel, with Pastor Jeremy Selvidge 
of the First Church of the Nazarene officiating. 



Tribal Child Welfare 
Program Affidavits 

Due: Nov. 6, 2015 by 5 p.m. 


PLEASE REPORT ALL 

WILDLIFE VIOLATIONS 


To the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Police Department 



Dispatch: 989.775.4700 
Tip Line: 989.775.4775 



The SCIT Tribal Council has deemed that the 
pole bam located at 5587 E. Broomfield Rd. 
is surplus property. Therefore, proposals are 
requested from any interested SCIT Tribal 
Member wishing to acquire and relocate the bam 
for their own use. Please submit proposals to 
the SCIT Planning Department no later than 
Dec. 1, 2015 at 1 p.m. 


Report Suspicious 
or Criminal Activity! 


Do Your Part In Stopping Crime! 

Assist Your Local Law Enforcement and 
Narcotics Enforcement Teams in Protecting 
the Future of Your Community! 

Protecting your children, family, community 
and future should be a priority! 



Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 

Dispatch: 989-775-4700 
Tip Line: 989-775-4775 

Bayanet (Narcotics Enforcement) 
Tip Line: 989-779-9697 
Anonymous and Confidential 


Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 


OWN IT? 


6954 E BROADWAY, MT PLEASANT, MI 
TEL: 989-775-4700 



RESPECT IT. SECURE 



Project ChildSafe is a nationwide program 
promoting safe firearm handling and storage 
■tv practices through the distribution of free, cable-style 
rc. locks. We are doing our part to promote safe 
“ storage, but we need your help! Call for details! 


LOCKS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE TRIBAL POLICE DEPARTMENT WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. 



Send in a photo of your student to be placed 
in the December 2015 Tribal Observer. 

D^2w 115/J3: Nov. do, | ] 

Email vnnr nhoto and infnrmatnri to: 


Email your photo and informaton to: 

Observer@sagchip.org Subject: Native Athletes 


uoser 


Attention Families 

of Active Service Members 

Send a picture of your beloved ones who are serving 
our country to be included in the December issue of 
the Tribal Observer. Include their name, branch of 
the military, rank/title and where they are stationed. 
Please submit to Observer@sagchip.org 

Deadline: Nov. 16, 2015 


Please include 
the following: 

►Name •School 
► Grade • Sport/Activity 


S 


ATTENTION HUNTERS 

Display Your Hunting Trophy! 

Submit your photos to Observer@sagchip.org 
to display your buck on the January 2016 
Tribal Observer’s Buck Pole. 

Deadline: Dec. 11, 2015 



NOTICE 

Any adult Tribal Member in need of 
financial management and consultation 
services, please contact: 


Charlene Kerby 

Independent Contractor required to adhere 
to professional and ethical standards 

Located at the At-Large Offices 

Email: ckerby@sagchip.org 
Phone: 989.775.4948 
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Public 


Notices 


Election Timeline 

2015 Primary and General Elections 

Nov. 2 | 5:15 p.m. — Certification of Voting Machines 

Nov. 3 | General Election Day — Polls will be open from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. 

For additional information, please contact the Tribal Clerk’s Office at 989-775-4054 



Change to Tribal Loan 


Tribal loan applications are now completed at the 
Tribal Clerk’s office. Mailing an application should 
also be addressed as “Attention: Tribal Clerk.” 

It is required to have two IDs, one being 
the Tribal card. All information on Tribal card 
should match what is registered with the Tribal 
Clerk. It is a requirement of the Per Capita Plan 
to update all information regarding your status 
with this department. Failure to do so will delay 
the application process. 


Upon submission, the application will be for- 
warded to the Per Capita department. Please 
remember that a previous loan balance must be paid 
in full to reapply. If you have questions, you may 
direct them to the Per Capita department. 

Thank you for the attention to this notice. 

Jeanette Mandoka Carpenter, 

Per Capita Member Specialist 


Tribal voting 500-foot radius, non-interference zone 


Ordinance 4, section 19. Prohibition against inter- 
ference with Elections. On election day for any 
Council election, including any Primary, General, 
Special, Run-Off or removal Election, a person, 
including any Tribal official, employee or represen- 
tative, shall not: 

(a) On any land owned by the Tribe or held in tmst for 
the Tribe, excluding property leased for residential use: 

(i) post, display, or distribute, any material that 
directly or indirectly makes reference to an election, 
a candidate, or a ballot question (this subsection does 
not apply to official material that is required by law 
to be posted, displayed, or distributed in a polling 
place on election day); 

(ii) solicit, persuade or endeavor to persuade, 
intimidate or threaten a person to vote for or against 
any particular candidate or for or against any ballot 
question that is being voted on at the election; 

(iii) either directly or indirectly, for the person’s 
own benefit or on behalf of any other person, receive, 
agree, or contract for valuable consideration for vot- 
ing or agreeing to vote, or inducing or attempting to 
induce another to vote, or for refraining or agree- 
ing to refrain, or inducing or attempting to induce 
another to refrain, from voting; or 

(iv) either directly or indirectly, give, lend, or 
promise valuable consideration, to or for any person, 
as an inducement to influence the manner of voting 
by a person relative to a candidate or ballot question, 
or as a reward for refraining from voting; or 

(b) loiter within a building where a polling place 
is located or within 500 feet of any entrance to such 
building, including any parking areas adjacent or 
appurtenant to such building; or 



(c) Directly or indirectly utter or addresses any 
threat or intimidation to an election official or other 
person authorized to administer or enforce election 
laws; or to conduct, oversee or monitor an election, 
or to assist in the carrying out of such duties, with the 
intent to induce such person to do any act not autho- 
rized by law or to refrain or delay in the performance 
of any duty imposed by law. 



] 


Happy 12 m 

BMddayf 

Aankwadikwe 

Hinmon 

Love Grandma 


Can you guess who 
this guy is? . . . been on 
the Rez forever. 

Happy BcCateA 
Birthday Jamas! 



Happy Birt&day 
Nevaeh! 

November 19 th 

Ty*. We love you, 

Grandpa, Grandma, Aunties, 
Uncles and cousins 



Donna, 

Happy 

Birttidayf 

Love, Mom & Dad Kelsall 
and Dasia © 



Happy 7 tA 

Birthday 

Eyhana! 

We love you much! 



Love, Mom, Dad, Sissy, 
Brobro & Gma Weezy 



Happy 

Biftdday 

Sissy! 




Happy 17 td 

BMdday 

Abbie 

November 23 

Love, Mom & Dad 


Happy Birtfiday Ncvacd! 

We Love you! 

Mom, Sheka, Andreas, JJ, Lids, Kisha, 

Anna and Sandy. 


Happy 1t2 hd 

Biftfiday 

Chip! 

We love you. 

Love, 

Your wife and Kids 



Happy 9 W 

BirtAday 

Nevaeh Badger 

We love you! 
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^S^Tribal Council 


Chief 


Steven Pego, District 1 

Sub-Chief 

Lorna Kahgegab Call, District 1 

Treasurer 

Shelly Bailey, District 1 

Secretary 

Sandy Sprague, District 1 

Sergeant At-Arms 

Ron Nelson, District 2 

Tribal Chaplain 

Jennifer Wassegijig, District 1 

Council Member 

Delmar Jackson Sr., District 1 

Council Member 

Lindy Hunt, District 1 

Council Member 

Julius Peters, District 1 

Council Member 

Chip Neyome, District 1 

Council Member 

Tim J. Davis, District 1 

Council Member 

Michele Stanley, District 3 


seven l 


~ Wisdom 

To live with wisdom is to acquire and use 
experiences as guides for making equitable and 
mature decisions* 

~ Love 

To live our lives with love is to understand our 
capacity to realize, empathize, and nurture the 
needs of others, 

idamoowin ~ Respect 

To live with respect is to give mutual 
consideration for shared and differing ideas as 
well as for the world around us* 

— Bravery 

To be brave and have courage is to recognize our 
moral and mental strength and to do what is 
appropriate. 

~ Honesty 

To be honest is to recognize that we have the 
ability to live our lives with honor and integrity. 

~ Humility 

To live with humility is to recognize that we are 
all equal, we all make mistakes, we all like to 
have our success rewarded and to put others 
before ourselves, 

— Truth 

To live in truth is to recognize the difference 
between right and wrong and to be faithful to 
ourselves as well as the world around us even 
when the right way is not the easiest way. 



MIIBS Project Management: Request for proposal 


On behalf of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe, Tribal 
Council is preparing to receive all interested proposals 
for project management and oversight to an important 
community investment. 

Tribal Members and/or Native Americans are 
strongly encouraged to apply. 

The proposed project manager must include devel- 
opment and future plans for the Mount Pleasant Indian 
Industrial Boarding School (MIIBS) including a com- 
munity survey in which to assist with guidance. 

The Council is seeking a project manager with expe- 
rience and can demonstrate the key components nec- 
essary to complete this important project on time and 
within a developed budget. 

Please include within your proposal: A cover letter 
outlining your educational background and key proj- 
ect experiences, an overview of your project approach 
(project scope of services) and proposed fee required to 
complete project phases (pre-design, design, construc- 
tion, and closeout) and any reimbursable fee. 

Tribal Council will evaluate proposals based on the 
following criteria: 

• Tribal Member/Native American Preference 

• Education Level 

• Relevant Experience examples such as: 

- Management of construction documents (AIA) 

- Feasibility studies 

- Budget management 

• Leadership Capability 

• Past Performance (if applicable) 

• Fee 

This position is open until filled. Please forward your 
detailed proposals along with references to: 

Marcella Hadden, MIIBS committee member 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 

7070 East Broadway 

Mount Pleasant, MI 48858 


Scope of Services 

Project Management 

For Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Board 
School (MIIBS) Project 

• Initial Fact Finding - acquire and review all previous 
reports/studies, strategic plans, structural and 
environmental reports, community survey results, etc. 

• Draft and implement MIIBS community needs survey 
per strategic plan. 

• Prepare a report that offers direction and potential work 
plans to inform future property use and development. 

• Continue to review and implement strategic planning 
goals and objectives. 

• Provide quarterly updates to Tribal Council and 
Tribal Community. 

• Design and implement a funding and development 
plan - such as establishing a foundation and/or 
permanent endowment. 

• Identify, prepare and submit grants with the Grant 
Department including the administration of the award. 

• Maintain open lines of communication with City of Mount 
Pleasant, State and Federal key officials in the maintenance 
and development of the former boarding school property. 

• Identify and inventory items in MIIBS building that need 
to be retained or auctioned including storage space. 

• Maintain relationships with Tribal Departments to secure 
and maintain MIIBS buildings/property. 

• Continue to provide guidance and assistance throughout 
the process to help ensure responsibilities and 
expectations of committee members. 

• Conceptualize future plans for what the MIIBS property 
will look like and its function - from survey results 
and/or community input. 


Public Notice: Attention all Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Members 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan Publication on Notice of Hearing 

TAKE NOTICE: There will be a public hearing held on Wednesday, Nov. 25, 2015, at 9 a.m. in 
the Seniors Room at the Tribal Operations Building, 7070 E. Broadway, Mount Pleasant, MI, 
48858. This hearing will address: The liquor license application presented to Tribal Council by Kris 
Neuhalfen, executive beverage supervisor of the Saganing Eagles Landing Casino. The application 
which will be reviewed and discussed at the hearing is as follows: 

1. Renewal of the Retail On-Sale General Liquor License for the Saganing Eagles Landing 
Casino located at 2690 Worth Road, Standish, Michigan 48658. Such License, if approved, 
would cover all indoor and outdoor Saganing Eagles Landing Casino premises, including 
the Casino, Casino Bars, Food Service Areas, Lounges, Locations Designated for Special 
Events, etc., and outdoor spaces under the auspices of the Saganing Eagles Landing Casino, 
including the Tribal Center and Powwow Grounds. This License, if issued, would be for 
the duration of one full year from Dec.l, 2015 through Dec. 1, 2016, with hours 
of alcohol service consistent with section 10 of the Gaming Compact of Aug. 20, 1993, 
and also including hours of service for Sunday Alcohol Sales. Dated: Oct. 15, 2015 


Tribal Observer 

Boozhu! The Tribal Observer, a monthly newspaper, is published on the first of each month. 

To contact Tribal Observer staff, please call 989-775-4010, or email: observer@sagchip.org. 

To change your mailing address, please contact the Tribal Clerk’s office at 989-775-4055. 
Community advertisements will not be accepted over the phone. 

Submissions from the Tribal community 
are encouraged and can be sent to: 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
c/o Tribal Observer 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

Subscription rates are $30 per year. 

Story ideas, articles and photographs from the community are always welcome. The Tribal Observer reserves the 
right to edit and/or refuse any submissions or advertisements for publication. The Tribal Observer is published 
by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan and is subject to an editorial review process. 

The views expressed within the Tribal Observer do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tribal Observer, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe, the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council, The Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort or its employees 
or any other enterprise of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. The Tribal Observer works to uphold the highest 
integrity in news reporting and supports the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968. 



Native American Journalist* Association 


Tribal Observer Advertising 

If you would like to advertise your business, please contact the Tribal Observer at 
989-775-4010 for more information. 

Announcements - Including birthday, wedding, engagement, congratulations, etc., costs $10 and is open to 
Tribal members, community members and employees. Double-sized announcements are $20. 

Political ads - All political ads will be 1/4 page and have a red border stating as such. The cost is $500. Political 
ads may include, but are not limited to: any opinion or advertisement that is political in nature, and/or any Letter 
to the Editor that does not conform to guidelines. 


Tribal Observer Subscription Form 

Please send $30 for the annual subscription. Checks may be made out to SCIT. 


Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip code: 


Please mail form to: 

Tribal Observer 
Attn: Subscriptions 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Contact Information: 

Phone: 989-775-4010 
Email: Observer@Sagchip.org 

www.Sagchip.org/TribalObserver 
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Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe gifts biish to Flint residents in need 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


(Pictured left to right) Drivers David Wasalaski and Norman 
Joaquin Cyr are ready to transport water as Migizi Marketing 
Manager Frederick Kuhlman and Heavy Equipment Operator 
Kelly Willis assist. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Biish (water) is a sacred medi- 
cine and a blessing from the 
Creator. In times of crisis, water 
is a necessity to sustain life. 

Enter the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe 
where the Soaring Eagle 
Waterpark and Hotel and 
the Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort teamed up to make a 
contribution toward alleviat- 
ing the current water situa- 
tion in Flint. 

Tribal Chief Steven Pego 
and Tribal Council were very 
supportive of the idea and the 
willingness of all the depart- 
ments working together for the 
families of Flint. 


“The main focus of this 
donation is to bring relief to 
the people of Flint and perhaps 
make a difference with the gift 
of biish,” Pego said. 

Raul Venegas, SECR mar- 
keting and entertainment direc- 
tor; and Fredrick Kuhlman, 
Migizi/SEWPH marketing 
manager drove the donation to 
Flint; with assistance of SCIT 
Distribution Center Inventory 
Control Drivers Ernest 
Robison, Norman Joaquin Cyr 
and Rudy Escamilla. 

Kuhlman made the initial 
outreach on behalf of the Tribe 
to the Food Bank of Eastern 
Michigan Director Kara Ross 
where they agreed to accept the 
1,000 cases of bottled water. 

“It was a true team effort 
from our Tribal properties, and 


we are very happy to be able 
to make a contribution toward 
alleviating the current water 
situation in the city of Flint,” 
Venegas said. “The citizens of 
Flint were very pleased to see 
this level of support coming 
from outside the tri-city area 
and we are happy to oblige.” 

The Flint crisis garnered 
national attention as a pub- 
lic health emergency was 
declared. Families were faced 
with confronting elevated lev- 
els of lead in children when the 
city switched from the Detroit 
water system to a cheaper 
alternative: The Flint River. 

In a Facebook post that went 
viral, consumer advocate and 
environmental activist Erin 
Brockovich commended the 
effort. She said, “People helping 
people... thank you, Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe!” 

SCIT Water Resource 
Technician Aiman Shahpurwala 
explains when found in drink- 
ing water, lead is harmful to 
human health. 

“It does have a cumulative 
toxic effect that can damage the 
brain, liver, bones and kidneys 
through continued exposure,” 
Shahpurwala said. “Lead in 
softened drinking water often 
occurs as it is leached out of 
lead-based piping, typically 
found in older infrastructure. 


At-home filters work towards 
removing the lead from water 
and is fairly effective.” 

Three semi-trucks and one 
waterpark truck left the SCIT 
distribution center Wednesday, 
Oct. 7 around 9 a.m. filled 
with bottled water. The 
24,000 bottles of water arrived 
at the Food Bank of Eastern 
Michigan (2312 Lapeer Rd.) 
around 10:45 a.m. 

Cyr said the water was slated 
to be transported by two trucks, 
but the payload weighed in at 
21,150 pounds per 80 case pal- 
let and they needed extra two 
more semi-trailers. 

“I think over the years, it 
obvious that the Tribe is very 


giving in the past, and it was 
relevant for us to donate to 
people in need... that’s what 
we do,” Cyr said. 

“We were happy to assist 
with the problem and the sim- 
plest way to do so is to give 
the people water,” Kuhlman 
said. “I’m happy to utilize the 
resources that the Tribe has to 
give to the people. Flint has 
been the home of many custom- 
ers and visitors to the Tribe’s 
entertainment businesses, and 
they have supported us and 
we have a chance to return 
the favor. Being denied such a 
basic necessity is a real hard- 
ship and we will continue to 
help if the crisis continues.” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Because of the water weight, each 80 case pallet 
tipped the scales at 21,150 pounds. 


SCIT At-Large Program 


changes name to Member Services 


DENISE PE L CHER 

Contract Health Clerk 

A new fiscal year started Oct. 
1, 2015, and with it came 
many changes for the At-Large 
Program including a new name. 

The At-Large Program 
is now to be referred to as 
Member Services. This 
change allows the program to 
assist all ages and all districts 
without boundaries. 


Some of the things that 
Member Services we will be 
assisting members with are: 

• Elder BCBS assistance 

• 40 Credits 

• Social Security issues 

• Medicare 

• Disability 

• MMAP 

• Elder parking permits 

• Limited grants 

• Youth 

• Ice Cream Social 

• Community Picnic 


Members Services now 
assists ages 0-100 and services 
SCIT Tribal Members no mat- 
ter where they reside. 

Any Tribal Members out of the 
area and in need assistance, the 
Member Services staff will work 
to find the appropriate informa- 
tion in need, and find where help 
is available in the Member’s area. 

Our phone number and the 
employees remain unchanged, 
with the exception of Colleen 
Maki, youth coordinator, who is 


Attention Youth Ages 12-20 


Are you interested in helping your community? Would you like to be part of a youth 
group to help your peers? Do you want to plan or have ideas for youth and community 
events? You’re in luck! Youth Council elections will be taking place soon. 

Come be part of a Youth Council and Youth Leadership! 

Youth Council is involved with other youth across the nation. Come have fun, make 
new friends and be a part of change. 

2015-2016 SCIT Youth Council Elections 

Oct. 21: Petitions Available Nov. 11-13: Elections (Polls located in K- 12 Advisors office) 
Nov. 6: Petitions Due Dec. 2: New Youth Council Seating (Senior’s Room) 

Petition Requirements 

• Interested candidates must be ANY federally recognized member of a Tribe. 

• Each candidate must have 10 signatures in order to be placed on the ballots. 

• All signatures must be signed by a Native American youth between 12 to 17 years old. 

• Signatures must be signed by a Native American youth from any federally recognized Tribe. 

• Completed petitions must be turned in to formal advisors before or on the petition due date, no exceptions. 

Petition Locations 

Mt. Pleasant High School, West Intermediate, Shepherd Middle/High School, Mary McGuire, Saginaw 
Chippewa Academy, Odyssey, Fancher, Way Program and the Tribal Library. 

For further information, please visit: www.sagchip.org/youthcouncil 


now accommodated in the office. 

If you need assistance, call 
1 - 800 - 884-6271 , all direct 
phone numbers and email 
addresses remain the same. 


We encourage you to stop 
into the Member Services 
Department. If you have yet to 
visit us, feel free to introduce 
yourself or ask questions. 


Member Services Advisory Board 

Upcoming Vacancies: 

Vacancies will be posted for at least 30 days from Nov. 7, 2015. 


Vacancies Available: 

• Two Positions open for Mount Pleasant area 

• One Position open for Standish area 

• Two Positions open for within State of Michigan 

If you are interested in filling one of these positions, 
please send a letter of interest to : 


Member Services Department 
7070 E. Broadway 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
Attention: Craig Graveratte 


If you have further 
questions please call the 
Member Services Department 


at 1.800.884.6271 


Tribal Conservator 


Conservator experience in other county or tribal 
probate court. Shall have experience in the areas 
of tax preparation, accounting, financial services, 
or law and estate planning. Shall pass a 
background check and may be required to provide 
security in the form of a bond. 

This is a Tribal Council appointed position, 
interested parties should submit their credentials 
to the Human Resources Department. 
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Election 

continued from front page 

“I have always voted by 
absentee ballot in District 3, 
so it’s great being able to see 


everyone come out and 
exercise their right to 
vote in person,” Skutt 
said. “The process has 
always felt like a mystery to me, 
and I am enjoying seeing this 
process from start to finish. I 


would like to remind all the vot- 
ers that come out to the polls to 
bring their photo ID that includes 
the address they have on file with 
the Tribal Clerk’s office.” 

Ordinance 4, Sec. 7 Voter 
Registration (b) Proof of 


Residence recognizes voters must 
have one of the following to vote: 
1) a valid state driver’s license, 2) 
a valid state identification card, 3) 
a valid Tribal Membership iden- 
tification card or 4) a valid Tribal 
voter registration card. 


On Nov. 3 , the Tribal Clerk’s 
office in Tribal Operations is 
open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in 
case Tribal Members forget 
to bring their voter registra- 
tion cards and need a new one 
printed at no charge. 


Native activist Dennis Banks returns to Ziibiwing to fight the war on drugs 


J OSEPH V. SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

Dennis Banks, the Leech Lake 
Ojibwe elder, leader, teacher, 
lecturer, activist, and author, 
returned to a packed room 
in the Ziibiwing Center on 
Sept. 29 to assist the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe to fight 
the war on drugs. 

The 78-year-old Banks is also 
known as “Naawakaming,” a 
spirit name meaning “in the cen- 
ter of the universe,” and spoke 
fondly about two Tribal programs. 

“All my life, I’ve talked 
about the seventh generation 
metaphorically,” Banks said. 
“It is about culture and it is 
not only about preserving it, 
but making sure it’s contin- 
ued in a daily fashion. I vis- 
ited the Seventh Generation 
Program and my brother Ben 
Hinmon many times for the 
diabetes run and the riders 
against domestic violence. 
Now I have the opportunity 



Courtesy of Esther Helms 


Native activist Dennis 
Banks delivers a sobering 
message on Indian 
Country must fight the 
war on drugs. 

to speak to the community at 
one of the best native muse- 
ums in the country on some- 
thing that also affects reserva- 
tions across Indian Country.” 

Banks sees a distinct connec- 
tion in how Seventh Generation 
and Ziibiwing Center compli- 
ment each other. 


“Ziibiwing as a museum 
(that) offers a lot of programs and 
serves a purpose of taking care of 
those sacred items that document 
our part of history,” Banks said. 
“Seventh Generation does pro- 
grams that create the items that 
will be a part of the Ziibiwing 
museum in the near future. The 
questions answered by Seventh 
Generation are cultural. How is 
ceremonial hand drums made? 
What kind of wood is used for 
sacred items? What kind of stone 
is used to make a pipe in a good 
way? Even the cedar boxes that 
the eagle feathers are carried 
in... these are the spiritual gifts 
our people can use that will bring 
us back to the center fire and to 
fight the war on drugs.” 

Tribal Chief Steven Pego 
introduced Banks, and Banks did 
not mince words when speaking 
about the issue at hand. 

“Our culture is not some- 
thing that should be blocked 
or shelved because of the eco- 
nomic issues that tribes are 
facing,” Banks said. “If we 


are going to make a differ- 
ence in the war on drugs, we 
have to make an investment, 
not only in our people but in 
our resources. We need to put 
our money in our most pre- 
cious resource any tribe in the 
country has, our tribal youth 
and families. The tremendous 
influx of drugs across the coun- 
try is an epidemic where car- 
tels are targeting Native people 
in particular. This is where our 
Ogitchedaw should be circling 
the village to make sure those 
cartels don’t reach us.” 

Banks told the audience it 
is important for “our people to 
combat the drugs and know that 
the more time that is spent with 
them, the less time we spend 
with our families, our ceremo- 
nies and our community.” 

“The way to really start a 
recovery program is to bring 
people back to our culture,” 
he said. “We need to guide our 
young ones back into the sweat 
lodge, the long houses and pipe 
ceremonies and back to the 


teachings of the drum. We need 
to teach our youth on why we use 
eagle feathers and the importance 
placed on what we need to do for 
the community when we receive 
them and why it is important to 
give them. The drugs are destroy- 
ing our families and the very core 
values of our Ojibwe people are 
under attack right here and on 
other reservations.” 

Banks honored those in atten- 
dance with a hand drum song that 
was passed down to him back 
in the day when he was a co- 
founder of the American Indian 
Movement with Russell Means 
on the Pine Ridge Reservation in 
South Dakota. 

Banks made an impact as 
many listened to his closing 
remarks. 

“When we walk out of this 
room tonight, are we going to 
be part of the answer in fight- 
ing the war on drugs?” Banks 
said. “We are not in a 100-yard 
dash here people... we are in a 
marathon and we are fighting 
for our way of life.” 
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Brent D. Jackson 

District One 

I am honored and humbled to have 
moved on to the top twenty. I want to 
thank those that voted for and supported 
me in the primary. After reviewing the 
results of the election I believe that many 
of you feel the same way that I do; that 
it is time for a change. Please take a 
moment to read the information below. 
It includes my qualifications and some of 
my thoughts on important issues. 

I hired into Table Games in 1989 and 
worked my way up to Director. My duties 
include creating and working within 
budgets, forecasting revenue, creating 
policies and procedures, etc. I believe in 
giving back to society and those less fortu- 
nate. I founded Middle of the Mitt Music 
Festival, which over the years has raised 
funds and awareness for charities like 
the Fallen and Wounded Soldiers Fund, 
Toys for Tots, Isabella Community Soup 
Kitchen, and American Cancer Society. 

Council’s duties require sober and 
diligent thought. It’s more than a popu- 
larity contest. It’s the well-being and 
future of the Tribe, not to gamer votes or 
for personal gain for oneself, relatives or 
friends. Council should abstain from the 
process whenever it involves them, rela- 
tives or friends. Rules should always be 
followed on a consistent basis. 

Sovereignty is an issue that consis- 
tently needs Council’s attention. We are 
constantly under attack from the gov- 
ernment, corporations, and other tribes. 
We must assert our inherent rights and 
ensure the protection of our members. 
It’s our responsibility to honor our 
Grandfathers and Grandmothers hard 
work and perseverance in making us 


what we are today by ensuring the gen- 
erations to come have a strong future. 

Gaming is the business that brought 
prosperity to the Tribe. We must protect 
and nurture it as much as possible. We 
need Council members that are knowl- 
edgeable in the ever-changing complexi- 
ties of gaming. I believe we should expand 
our amenities to include more convention 
space and an arena. The expansion with 
nurture growth and foster more opportu- 
nities for the membership. I believe it’s 
imperative to maintain the appearance and 
functionality of the casino. For example, 
the roof and parking lot are in need of seri- 
ous repair. The longer we take to fix these 
issues the more it’ll cost us. 

When I was on Council I had a dream 
that I shared with them. I dreamt of 
themed gaming expansion with several 
casinos, much like Las Vegas. The idea 
was to purchase franchise rights such as 
MGM Grand, Hard Rock, etc. and run 
the casinos ourselves. We would domi- 
nate the Midwest in gaming and hos- 
pitality for generations. Council agreed 
with my vision, made it a goal, and began 
to pursue that endeavor. Unfortunately, 
the dream fell victim to our long-stand- 
ing problem of being too conservative, 
which can be a blessing, but in this case 
a hindrance to our advancement. 

Over the years we’ve had many 
opportunities that went unrealized due 
to our inactions. It’s time for change. 
We need to actively pursue political and 
economic dominance and put the Tribe 
at the forefront. Now is the time to seize 
the opportunity for positive change and 
growth, these things can happen if make 
them our priority. If elected I will do my 
best to make positive change and growth 
happen for the Tribe and membership 
for generations to come. 
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Michele Stanley 

District Three 

I am writing you today not only to ask 
for your support in this year’s election 
and implore you to vote. I know this is 
last minute but the percentage of mem- 
bers voting in the primary election is just 
too low. This may require an overnight 
mail cost, or ballots can be dropped off 
at the clerk’s office or polling location. 
It is a small price to pay to make your 
voice heard through the election pro- 
cess. When someone runs for election 
it means that they are willing to dedi- 
cate themselves completely to serving 
the membership. This is a position that 
demands your heart and attention be 
focused on what is best for the members 
and we need to know you care. 

As Tribal members we hold citi- 
zenship in our country, state and the 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribe. The impact 
from each of these diminishes or 
enhances our way of life. The impor- 
tance of staying informed and involved 
daily influences the decisions made 
around the Council table. Protecting 
your rights is what I have dedicated 
myself to over the last twelve years 
on council and for years leading up to 
that decision. We each have basic civil 
rights and the protection of those rights 
is something I fight for. Some may say 
I am too vocal but I believe in trans- 
parency in government. Through the 
years I have been involved with United 
Tribes of Michigan and a delegate for 
National Congress of American Indians, 
National Indian Gaming Association, 
and Midwest Alliance of Sovereign 
Tribes, holding the president title for the 
last four years. The knowledge I have 
gained and associations made through 
these organizations have given our tribe 

This is a PAID Political Advertisement 
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insight to legislation and a consistent 
voice to decisions that impact not only 
us but all of Indian Country. I have been 
the voice in Indian Country on labor 
issues and fought legislation proposed 
by the IRS to tax individual native 
people on benefits received with a posi- 
tive outcome. As president of MAST 
we developed a Bemidji regional health 
board after becoming aware we are the 
most underfunded region with the high- 
est need. This board is receiving grants 
and is able to organize data and lobby 
for increased Indian Health Service 
funding to better serve our people. 

At community meetings, I have given 
you information and answered your 
questions to the best of my ability. All 
districts deserve the same benefits and 
respect and we are closing the gap. This 
has been a challenge having only one at- 
large representative. I have been upfront 
about personal challenges within the 
tribe and I pray for a positive resolve. 
We are all family and embracing the 
culture and native way will create peace 
for our tribe. Whatever the Creator has 
in mind for my future, I will remain a 
strong native woman ready to serve and 
protect our members. I hope to be able 
to use my 12 years of proven leadership 
experience to continue to serve as your 
Council Representative. Chi-Miigwetch 

• This is a PAID Political Advertisement 
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Update: Water Warriors raised $131,118 for Special Olympics Michigan 


NATAL IE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

The July 29 Eagle Bay Marina 
visit in Standish was just one 
of the stops for the Water 
Warrior riders who raise 
money for Special Olympics 
Michigan athletes. 

The Water Warriors participate 
in a five-day, 450-mile endurance 
ride on personal watercraft. They 
begin in Mackinaw City, ride 
the entire length of Lake Huron, 
the St. Clair River and finish at 
Harsens Island, all while collect- 
ing donations. 

On Oct. 9, Ann Plegue, chair- 
woman of the Water Warriors 
Board of Directors, announced 
that the 2015 Water Warriors 


Mackinaw Ride wrapped up and 
raised $131,118. 

“Our Water Warriors members 
are all a truly dedicated, amazing 
group of people who have the 
passion in their hearts to help peo- 
ple with intellectual disabilities 
to achieve their dreams and give 
them the chance to develop phys- 
ical fitness, demonstrate courage 
and experience inclusion, pride 
and friendships,” Plegue said. 

Special Olympic Michigan 
opening ceremonies are 
Saturday, Nov. 21 at 7 p.m. at 
Lansing Eastern High School 
at 220 N. Pennsylvania Ave., 
Lansing, MI, 48912. 

Water Warriors sponsors the 
State Poly Hockey and Unified 
Bowling Finals, with more than 


1,200 athletes and 250 coaches 
and volunteers. 

“I would like to thank every 
single member, supporter and 
sponsor for their role in not only 
giving our Special Olympics 
Michigan athletes opportuni- 
ties, but also for the countless 
hours devoted to making the 
Water Warriors ride a success,” 
Plegue said. 

“It would be impossible 
to add up all of the hours and 
personal contributions dedi- 
cated to fundraising, planning 
the ride and all of the personal 
time and arrangements it takes 
to be able to participate in our 
week-long endeavor,” she said. 
“There are many, many behind- 
the-scenes efforts that one 


could think goes unnoticed that 
is really a big part of the overall 
success of the ride.” 

Water Warriors members 
will present a check at opening 
ceremonies, meet the athletes, 
autograph posters of the ride, 
and watch the games. 

Water Warriors Vice 
Chairman Tom Chauvin coaches 
the poly hockey team, and 
encourages individuals to watch 
the teams play. 

“I guarantee you will be 
impressed with the speed and 
the intense competition of the 
game,” Chauvin said. 

Spectators may also cheer 
Water Warrior members: Jason 
Plegue, Kristen May, Viann 
Markel and Willy Winkle. 


Lois Arnold, president and 
CEO of Special Olympics 
Michigan, said the Water Warriors 
provided a “highly successful 
event” and it “is incredible.” 

This past summer, Saganing 
Eagles Landing Casino, along 
with the Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort, Saganing Tribal Center, 
Migizi Economic Development, 
and Eagle Valley Outfitters 
sponsored the third annual meet 
and greet at Eagle Bay Marina 
with Water Warriors and Special 
Olympics Michigan athletes. 

For more information on 
the Water Warriors or how to 
become a part of this event 
next year, please visit www. 
somi.org/whoweare/sponsors/ 
waterwarriors . html . 


SELC employees raise money for Bikers 4 Kids through Jeans Day donations 


CHRISTY FEDAK 

Saganing Administrative 
Assistant 

During September, Saganing 
Eagles Landing associates 
raised $260 through monthly 
Jeans Day donations. 

The monies raised were 
donated to Bikers 4 Kids, a 
501(c) 3 nonprofit organiza- 
tion. The funds benefit under- 
privileged kids with purchases 
of much-needed medical equip- 
ment not covered by insurance, 


replacement of important items 
children lose due to a fire, gas 
cards for families that need to 
transport their child for treat- 
ments and more. 

Bikers 4 Kids also helps 
with local charities includ- 
ing Christmas for Kids and 
“adopts” families that would 
otherwise have nothing for 
the holidays. 

B4K’s next fundraising event 
is their annual Christmas fun- 
draiser on Nov. 7 at The Camp 
Bar & Grill. The event begins 


at 6:30 p.m. and requires a $10 
donation per person. 

For a $10 donation, indi- 
viduals will receive a dinner 
buffet, entry for door prizes 
and music. 

SELC Jeans Day funds 
are raised through associates 
donating $5 at the cashier 
window. In return, the associ- 
ate is allowed to wear jeans 
for their shift. 

Jeans days are on the first 
Tuesday and the last Friday of 
the month. 
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Photographed left to right: Christy Fedak administrative 
assistant; Chuck Charbeneau of Bikers 4 Kids and Michelle 
Pfund, marketing executive supervisor. 
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ATTENTION SAGINAW CHIPPEWA 
INDIAN TRIBE OF MICHIGAN 
TRIBAL MEMBERS 


General Election on Tuesday, November 3, 2015 

0VOTE 


DISTRICT 1 

VOTE FOR UP TO 10 


Benzinger “Chippewa”, 
Candace B . 

Cantu, Federico Jr. 

Colwell “Jackson”, Mi- 
chelle R. 

Davis , Timothy J. 

Ekdahl, Ronald F. 

Flamand, Jean V. 

Graveratte, Craig A. 

Hunt, Lindy M. 

Jackson, Brent D. 

Jackson “Peters” , Theresa L. 
Kahgegab, Maynard N. Jr. 
Leaureaux, Sheila A. 
Leaureaux, Tonia S. 

Neyome, Chip A. 

Oldman “George”, Amanda 
Quigno-Grundahl, Diana L. 
Ruhl, Gayle E. 

Sawmick, Jeremy M. 

Sprague, Kenneth W. 
Wassegijig “Vasquez”, 
Jennifer L. 

DISTRICT 2 

VOTE FOR ONLY 1 


Nelson, Ronald Lawrence 

DISTRICT 3 

VOTE FOR ONLY 1 


Cloutier, Frank J. 

Stanley, Michele G. 


POLLING STATION OPEN FROM 8 AM TO 8 PM 
PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING, MT. PLEASANT 
SAGANING TRIBAL CENTER, STANDISH 

Certification of Voting Machines at 5:15 PM November 2, 2015 



You Have a Choice, 
You Have a Voice! 

© 2015 Media Image, Inc. 
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Ziibiwing Center celebrates 17th annual Eagle Feather Cleansing, Honoring and Feast 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

For many indigenous tribes, the 
eagle remains a steadfast sym- 
bol of strength and unity. This 
is why every year the Ziibiwing 
Center of Anishinabe Culture & 
Lifeways estimateds 500 eagle 
feathers in their sacred and 
ceremonial collection receive 
needed attention in celebra- 
tion of their 17th annual Eagle 
Feather Cleansing, Honoring 
and Feast. 

As he encouraged the audi- 
ence to “get warm with the 
spirit of Anishinabe,” Ziibiwing 
Curator William Johnson said 
the Ziibiwing staff has a lot 
to be proud of during the Oct. 
14-16 event where everyone 
worked together to prepare. 

“It is always an honor to 
work with the Tribal com- 
munity to cleanse, honor and 
feast the eagle feathers in 
our care,” Johnson said. “I’m 
always happy that they con- 
sistently bring their own eagle 
feathers year after year. It is 
truly a blessing to be able to 
provide physical and spiritual 
care for the eagle feathers in 
our Tribal community.” 

Ziibiwing understands and 
accepts the physical and spiritual 
responsibility in maintaining the 
sacred and ceremonial collection. 

“It is a lot of work that we 
take seriously,” Johnson said. 
“The eagle feathers in the 
sacred and ceremonial collec- 
tion are well cared for and it 
shows. Many young people 
brought their eagle feathers 
in for cleansing and for that, 
we’re grateful.” 
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Several community members 
applied cedar oil to their eagle 
feathers as part of the 
cleansing process. 


A Mide’ “Little Boy” 
water drum and sacred pipe 
ceremony was offered by 
M’Chigeeng First Nation 
Ontario, Canada Elder, and 
teacher Brian Corbiere. 

Corbiere’s spirit name is 
Bibamikowi (He Who Leaves 
Impressions) and he is from the 
Waabizhezhi (Marten) Clan. 

“It was amazing to have 
Bibamikowi provide us with 
spiritual teachings,” Johnson 
said. “We learn so much from 
him. He is truly a blessing and 
he has honored us many times 
in presiding over repatriation 
ceremonies. He is always there 
when we need him.” 

Bibamikowi said with the 
eagle feather cleansing and cer- 
emony is done in the humble 
way ancestors handed down. 

“There are many things 
we don’t remember from our 
Grandfather Teachings and that 
is why we bring our bundles and 
sacred medicines to share with 
the people,” Bibamikowi said. 
“The spirits are here and ready to 
nourish and join us in the feast. 
We feed those spirits by pro- 
viding a spirit plate with all of 


the gifts given by the 
Creator for the feasting 
of the eagle feathers.” 

Ogema Manitou 
Mukwa (Chief Spirit 
Bear) Tony Perry, 
Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 
Veterans Warrior 

Society member, 

assisted Bibamikowi in 
the ceremony. 

“All the migizi 
miigwans (eagle feath- 
ers) and the spirits of 
the eagles speak to 
each other and they visit while 
they talk,” Perry said. “They are 
able to connect with each other 
and communicate as they are 
brought together from behind 
closed doors and they visit 
with the other miigwans. It is 
good for the eagle feathers to 
get a cleansing and be able to 
get some wind on them and for 
them to breathe.” 

“The eagle flies higher than 
the hawk and the condor comes 
from South America and is 
a relative to both of them,” 
Perry said. “Bibamikowi was 
gifted that condor feather 
from the Creator through a 
South American monk and 
he hasn’t decided what to do 
with it yet. Along with the 
many teachings about the 
importance of feasting eagle 
feathers, we learn the golden 
eagle is the one who flies 
highest to the Creator and 
the eagle is the only bird that 
flies courageously into the 
thunderstorms.” 

Perry said as people go 
through the storms of life, they 
can use the spirit of the migizi 
miigwans and medicine they 


carry to help them 
through struggles on 
mother earth. 

“Those feath- 
ers are gifted to 
Anishinabe for a rea- 
son and when you 
are having difficulty, 
that’s when you can 
bring that healing 
medicine out,” Perry 
said. “That is why 
we see the miigwans 
at ceremonies and 
we need to bring 
them out all of the 
time and not just for spe- 
cial occasions.” 

The golden eagle is also 
twice the size of the bald eagle. 

Many in the Tribal com- 
munity brought their personal 
feathers to be cleansed during 
this time. 

Behavioral Health Helping 
Healer Beatrice Jackson of the 
Eagle Clan recounted the cre- 
ation story and eagle teachings 
with passion. 

“From the earliest time, we 
have an understanding of why 
the eagle is important to us in 
our lives,” Jackson said. “This 
is told, in part, by our creation 
story. The eagle feathers dis- 
played at the Ziibiwing Center 
are an example of honoring the 
life of the Anishinabe people, 
past and present, and an honor- 
ing of the life and the spirit of 
the eagle. This gives blessings 
and strength to our people.” 

“Cedar, often called giizhik, 
is a sacred medicine,” she 
said. “The oil from this plant 
protects the feathers from 
getting too dry and from any 
insect that might be in the 
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Ziibiwing Research Center 
Specialist Robin Spencer takes 
great care as she readies an 
eagle feather bustle for display. 


area. The intact eagle wing is 
a great healer and works with 
the energy of the eagle, the 
smudging material used, and 
the tobacco offering given by 
the person requesting the help. 
Used together, this healing cer- 
emony can bring back the bal- 
ance of physical, mental, spiri- 
tual and emotional well-being. 
Taking good care of your eagle 
feathers is essential.” 

Snowbird singers Daisy 
Kostus and Roxanne Sawade 
joined Tribal Elder Bonnie 
Ekdahl as Jackson offered her 
grandmother pipe to the women 
during the water ceremony. 

Raynee Richardo and 
Isabella Leksche Rosales, 
Tribal youth, also assisted the 
women by passing out water 
ceremony cups to attendees. 

Ziibiwing Director Shannon 
Martin said she would like 
to thank her staff, Julie 
Whitepigeon, Beatrice Jackson 
and the Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 
Veterans and Warriors Society 
and Bibamikowi for assisting 
in this endeavor. 


Mount Pleasant Chamber business after hours event offers networking opportunities 


JOSEPH V. SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

On Sept. 16, the monthly 
Mount Pleasant Chamber 
Business After Hours event at 
Nbakade Family Restaurant 
offered great food and net- 
working opportunities. 

The event was sponsored by 
the Soaring Eagle Waterpark 
and Hotel, and General 
Manager Bonnie Sprague gave 
welcoming remarks and intro- 
duced her senior administration 
while promoting Waabooze 
Run Golf Course and other 
SEWPH business interests. 


“Every time we have the 
business community come 
to a Soaring Eagle property, 
it is an excellent opportunity 
to showcase our hospitality, 
services and the fine dining 
we offer,” Sprague said. “Our 
staff is excited when we have 
the Mount Pleasant Chamber 
here because this represents a 
direct marketing with our cor- 
porate customers.” 

Bernard Sprague, direc- 
tor of Soaring Eagle Casino 
& Resort Hotel Operations, 
enjoys the event. 

“It provides a chance to 
meet other professionals from 


the area that have the same 
goals and objectives and that 
is to bring tourist dollars to 
Soaring Eagle, Mount Pleasant 
and Isabella County,” Bernard 
said. “We had the Mount 
Pleasant Chamber booked 
for an Oct. 28 Business 
After Hours, and an Oct. 23 
Legislative Breakfast from 7:30 
to 9 a.m. in the Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort Conference 
Center Three Fires Room.” 

Both Michigan legisla- 
tors, 33rd District State Sen. 
Judy Emmons (R-Sheridan) 
and 99th District Rep. Kevin 
Cotter (R-Mount Pleasant), 


Indian Child Welfare Committee Vacancy 


The Indian Child Welfare Committee (ICWC) has 
been established to provide community input on 
the welfare of children of the Tribe. They make 
recommendations to the Tribal Court regarding 
termination of parental rights, guardianships, 
and/or adoptions, and the appropriate disposition 
of any minor in need of care. The ICWC also 
license foster homes and child care centers. The 
ICWC meets twice a month with special and/or 
emergency meetings occurring on occasion. 

There is currently one vacancy 


Letters of interest must be submitted to 
Anishnaabeg Child & Family Services by 
Dec. 1, 2015. Please include your contact 
information and a brief statement about why you 
would like to be on the ICWC in your letter. 

Please feel free to contact Felicia Bross at 
989-775-4906 for more information. 

Send letter of interest to: 

Anishnaabeg Child & Family Services 

7070 E Broadway Rd, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


are slated to be keynote 
speakers at the event. 

Bret Hyble, Mount 
Pleasant Chamber presi- 
dent, said the Chamber 
takes an active role in sup- 
porting Tribal properties. 

“We are glad and hon- 
ored that the Tribe con- 
tinues to get involved 
in our chamber events 
and activities and we 
are grateful for their 
support,” Hyble said. 
“Frank Cloutier serves 
on our board and will be 
Chamber vice-chair next year 
and chair in 2017. Frank’s 
knowledge of our community 
and the heritage of the Tribe 
go very deep and when we are 
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SEWPH General Manager 
Bonnie Sprague and Chamber 
President Bret Hyble 
attend Mount Pleasant 
Chamber Business After Hours. 

making decisions he offers a 
voice of reason we appreciate 
in our community.” 

SEWPH provided hors 
d’oeuvres and door prizes that 
included a night stay for two. 
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989 - 779-2227 



Available for All of Your Central & Northern Michigan Needs! 

No Distance Too Far! | Enjoy Our Wine & Micro Brew Tours In Traverse City! 


Need A Ride? 

We Can Help!! Lift Van Available 


In Vehicle Electronic Credit Card Processing 

For All Major Credit Cards 


VISA 


discover: 


• Casino Runs 

• Airport Pickup and Drop Off 

• Seniors 

Airline Vouchers Accepted 

•Work 

• Corporate Accounts Welcomed 

• Lift Vans 

Available with Direct Billing 

• Golf Courses 

• Medical Transportation Services 

•Weddings 

With Direct Insurance Billing 

• Party Vans 

• Bar Runs 

Facebook Us @ Chippewacabalma 

• Ski Resorts 














Hunting for a Great Deal? 

Hunt no further than Krapohls! 


Price & Payment, 0 Down Plus Tax, Doc & Approved Credit 


2010 Ford Taurus SEL 

FWD, Auto, 63k Miles, Gas V6 3.5L, 

1 -Owner, Cruise, MP3. #FP070A 

60 moS/$261/$1 3,995 


2011 Chevy Equinox LS 2009 Ford Ranger XLT 2013 Ford Escape SEL 2013 Dodge Charger 


Auto, 77k Miles, AWD, Gas 14 Ecotech 
2.4L, Cruise, MP3, Rear Bench. #GT011A 

66 mos/$263/$i 5,295 


Auto, 43k Miles, Gas V6 4.0L, Ext. Cab, 
4WD, MP3, Chrome Wheels. #FU165 

60 mos/$294/$i 8,350 


Auto, 57k Miles, Turbo Gas 14 1.6L, 
4WD, Cruise, MP3. #GT014A 

72 mos/$296/$i 8,488 


RWD, Auto, 57k Miles, Gas V6 3.6L, 
Cruise, Keyless Entry & Start. #FT254B 

72 mos/$299/$i 8,650 


2012 Ford F-350 XLT 

Auto, 75k Miles, Crew Cab, 4WD, 
1-Owner, Gas/Eth. V8 6.2L. #FU177 

72 mos/$459/$28,800 


2014 Jeep Patriot 
Latitude FWD 

Auto, 16k Miles, Gas 14 2.4L. #FU146 

72 mos/$311/$i 9,450 


2009 Ford Ranger FX4 

Auto, 45k Miles, Gas V6 4.0L, Ext. Cab, 
4WD, 1-Owner, MP3, Cruise. #FU191 

60 mos/$317/$i 6,995 


2013 Ford Escape SEL 

Auto, 50k Miles, 1 -Owner, 4WD, Turbo 
Gas 14 1.6L, Cruise, MP3. #DP061 

72 mos/$349/$2i ,995 


2013 Ford F-250 XLT 

Auto, 44k Miles, Gas/Eth. V8 6.2L, 
4WD, Ext. Cab, Cruise. #FU190 

72 mos/$487/$30,495 


2011 Chevrolet HHR LT 

LT w 1LT, FWD, Auto, 66k Miles, 
Gas/Ethanol 14 2.2L. #FU027B 

66 mos/$179/$i 0,498 


2010 Ford Ranger XLT 

Manual, 76k Miles, Gas 14 2.3L, 5 Speed, 
Air, Cruise, Vista Blue. #FT438A 

60 mos/$203/$i 0,995 


2012 Mazda6 I Sport 

Auto, 38k Miles, FWD, Gas 14 2.5L, 
Fireglow Red, Cruise, MP3. #FU140 

72 mos/$234/$i 4,700 


2011 Chrysler Town & 
Country Touring FWD 

Auto, 67k Miles, V6 3.6L. #FU163A 

66 mos/$257/$i4,996 


2010 Ford Fusion SE 

Auto, 57k Miles, FWD, Gas 14 2.5L, Red 
Candy Metallic, Cruise, MP3. #FU185 

60 mos/$235/$i2,650 


2012 Ford Escape XLT 

Auto, 45k Miles, Gas 14 2.5L, Cruise, 
MP3, Power, Satellite Radio. #FP023 

72 mos/$308/$i 9,450 


2013 Ford Edge SEL 

Auto, 22k Miles, Gas V6 3.5L, AWD, 
Cruise, Mineral Gray Metallic. #FP055 

72 mos/$454/$28,500 


2014 Ford F-150 XL 

Auto, 5k Miles, Regular Cab, 8Ft Box, 
Gas V8 5.0L, Air, RWD. #FU206 

72 mos/$358/$22,500 


2014 Chevy Silverado 

Auto, 62k Miles, Gas/Eth. V8 5.3L, 
4WD, Ext. Cab, Cruise. #FU136 

72 mos/$473/$29,600 


2012 Jeep Wrangler 
Sahara Unlimited 4WD 

Auto, 35k Miles, Gas V6 3.6L. #FU148 

72 mos/$491/$30,695 


2013 Chevy Silverado 
2500HD LT Regular Cab 

Auto, 7k Miles, Gas V8 6.0L. #FU155 

72 mos/$496/$30,995 


2013 GMC Sierra 1500 

Auto, 24k Miles, Gas/Eth. V8 5.3L, SLE 
Crew, 4WD, Cruise, MP3. #FU181 

72 mos/$506/$3i,650 


2013 Chevy Equinox LT 

Auto, 23k Miles, Gas/Eth. 14 2.4L, 

4 Dr., Fully Loaded, 1 -Owner. #FP062A 

72 mos/$299/$i 8,995 


2010 Ford Ranger 
Supercab Sport 4x2 

Auto, 68k Miles, Gas V6 4.0L. #FU194 

60 mos/$324/$i 7,495 


2011 Ford Fiesta SE 

Auto, 44k Miles, Gas 14 1.6L, Full Pow- 
er, 1-Owner, FWD, MP3. #FC082A 

66 mos/$174/$i 0,298 


2010 Ford F-150 XLT 

Auto, 40k Miles, Supercab, 4x4, Gas/Eth. 
V8 5.4L, Full Power. #FU154C 

60 mos/$425/$22,800 


2013 Lincoln MKZ 

Auto, 12k Miles, Turbo Gas 14 2.0L, 
Certified, FWD, Cruise. #FP046 

72 mos/$471/$29,450 


2010 Jeep Compass 

Sport, 4WD, Auto, 73k Miles, Cruise, 
Air, Red in Color. #FU197 

60 mos/$239/$i 2,998 


2009 Dodge Caliber SXT 

47k Miles, 4 Dr., Manual, Gas 14 1.8L, 
Tan in Color, Cruise, Tilt. #FU198 

60 mos/$1 6O/$8,750 


2015 Ford Expedition XL 

Auto, 14k Miles, 4 Dr., 4x4, Ecoboost, 
Full Power, Save Thousands. #FU189 

72 mos/$625/$39,250 


2013 Ford Fusion SE 

Auto, 43k Miles, Gas Turbo 14 1.6L, Full 
Power, Black, 1 -Owner. #FP082 

72 mos/$261/$l 6,495 


2012 Ford F-150 XLT 

Auto, 36k Miles, Gas/Eth. V8 5.0L, 
4WD, Crew Cab, Cruise, MP3. #EP035 

72 mos/$492/$30,800 


2010 Ford Fusion SE 

Auto, 113k Miles, Gas 14 2.5L, 4 Door, 
Full Power, Local Trade. #FT318B 

60 mos/$165/$8,895 


2014 E250 Cargo Van 

Auto, 7k Miles, Regular Unleaded V8 4.6L, 
Air, Cruise, White in Color. #FU204 

72 mos/$380/$23,900 


2013 Ford Fusion SE 

Auto, 43k Miles, 4 Door, Gas Turbo 14 
1.6L, Full Power, Tuxedo Black. #FP082 

72 mos/$262/$i 6,495 


KRAPOHL’S 


WE BUY 

Clean Cars, Trucks & SUV’s 


Visit our website 

WWW.KRAPOHL.COM 

for our entire inventory! 

Price & Payment $0 Down plus tax, title and doc. Financing 4.9% fixed rate and approved credit. Down payment or trade equity will lower payment. All vehicles subject to prior sale. *See dealer for details. 


1 - 800 - 772-5974 | Mt. Pleasant • 1 Block East of Meijer 












CATCH THE BEST IN LIVE 

ENTERTAINMENT! 
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NOV. 13 

; TICKETS START. 
AT $10 







DEC. 6 

TICKETS JUST 
$25 
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DEC. 12 

.TICKETS START 
AT $56 


NOV. 14 

TICKETS START 
AT $10 
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CAMEO 


DEC. 27 

TICKETS START 
AT $22 
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CASINO <& RESORT® 


OO0 


Get the scoop. Follow us on Facebook and Twitter to keep up with the latest 
entertainment, promotions and giveaways! 

Get your tickets at the Soaring Eagle box office, etix.com, 
or call 1. 800.51 4.ETIX 


ENTERTAINMENT ROOM PACKAGE 

CALL 877.2.EAGLE.2 TO PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS AND BOOK YOUR ESCAPE! 

STARTING $ O O O R rSt A™ r °° m ' ' $ 50 IN PREMIUM PLAY PER PERSON 

AT Z L 7 double 0 o n ccupancy. - $20 DRINK CREDIT PER ROOM 


First class room. 
Based on 

double occupancy. 


- $50 IN PREMIUM PLAY PER PERSON 

- $20 DRINK CREDIT PER ROOM 


EAGLE CONCERT EXTRAS 


$20 IN PREMIUM PLAY DAY OF SHOW 

With purchase of 2 or more tickets at 
the Soaring Eagle box office.* 


FREE DESSERT/APPETIZER VALID AT 
SINIIKAUNG STEAK & CHOP HOUSE. 

With entree purchase. Show your 
concert ticket day of show.* 

*Visit SoaringEagleCasino.com for complete details. 


15% OFF KIDS QUEST 

Show your concert ticket day of show. 
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WHERE ON THE REZ? 


LUST MONTH 


Do you know where this is? 

Answer the puzzle correctly by 
Nov. 16 through e-mail or 
telephone. Your name will go into 
a drawing and one winner will 
receive two free announcements 
in the Tribal Observer. 

Submit Answers To: 

dcantu@sagchip.org 
or call 989-775-4010 


Behavioral Health 


Last Month's Winner 

Angela Roney 


Dear WW: I am dating a man that is so tight he 
squeaks. I love him in every way but he wants to 
divide everything down the middle including going 
out to dinner. I was shocked the first time we went 
out to eat as HE invited me and then told me what 
my share was to the penny. I overlooked it as he has 
many other good qualities, but find our conversa- 
tions falling back to the topic of money. I under- 
stand that a fool and his money are soon parted but 
this man may be obsessed. I know I would have a 
secure future with him but don’t know if things will 
get better or worse. Squeaky's Fiancee 

Dear Squeaky: Your fiance is unlikely to change 
his ways. Money/finance can be both a blessing and 
a curse. Perhaps you can become more interested 
in money and leam about the stock market or offer 
to take a class in finance so you can be up to speed 
when the topic arises. If you tmly don’t find money 
as fascinating or value it the way your soon-to-be- 
husband does, yes, it may be the breaker in your 
relationship. Most importantly, be honest and let 
him know how you feel. 


Dear WW: My daughter is moving out of state to 
go to college. Even though I support this, I am wor- 
ried and am considering telling her to stay closer to 
home, how can I cope? Mother May I 

Dear Mother: As a mother, it has been your job to 
love, guide and protect your daughter throughout 
her life. It is not unusual now that she is older to 
have feelings of vulnerability with thoughts of her 
absence from your life. If your fear is that some- 
thing might happen to her, that is a different story. 
First of all, don’t think that you have so much power 
that just by being with her, you can protect her. Only 
the Creator can make those decisions. When you 
are feeling upset because she is gone, realize that 
this is a wonderful opportunity for her to leam and 
live on her own. Let her know that you will always 
be there and don’t discourage it as she will become 
a prisoner of your fears. Let go and leave it to the 
Creator to make the decisions. Your daughter will 
find security in your faith that all will be fine. 
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FunK Games 


freeze 

mashkawadin 

fall 

dagwaajin 

fireplace 

boodawaan 

firewood 

manise 

gun 

baashkizigan 

hunt 

giiwose 

turkey 

mizise 

deer 

waawaashkeshi 

moose 

mooz 

feast 

wiikonge 

(Into the) woods 

megwaayaak 

squash 

okanakosimaan 

roast 

abwaajigan 

pumpkin 

okosimaan 

pie 

biitoosijigan 

golden eagle 

giniw 

tea 

aniibiishaaboo 

coffee 

makade mashkiki waaboo 

buy 

adaawe 

Thanksgiving Day 

Miigwechiwi-giizhigad 



Anishinaabemowin 
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MlIGWECHIWENDAN BE THANKFUL! 


Nichols, John, D, & Nyholm, Earl. A Concise Dictionary of Minnesota Ojibwe. University of Minnesota Press. Minneapolis. 1995. Title by Isabelle Osawamick. 


The Wigwam has 
sheltered our ancestors 
from storms and bad 
weather since the dawn 
of time. The wigwam 
has witnessed the 
hardships our people 
have had to endure not 
only through the hands of change and war, but upon our 
strongest enemies, ourselves. The spirit of the wigwam 
does not forget and keeps with it the wisdom to guide the 
souls that have strayed back to a peaceful life. 

Comments or feedback can be sent to: 
wigwam_wisdom@yahoo.com 

*(WW is intended entertainment purposes only. Please make 
sure to seek professional counseling when necessary .) 


Dear WW: My family recently lost our pet and 
we feel very lonely, and wonder what is the 
appropriate length of time to mourn before get- 
ting a new pet? This dog helped so much with 
our foster kids. They would feel lonely and cry 
for their parents but once we got the dog, it took 
their minds off of that and allowed them to be 
children again. There is nothing better than the 
sight of those kids rolling on the floor with a 
dog or chasing each other around the house. 
Although we want to be respectful and grieve, 
we also want to move on. Dog Gone It 

Dear Dog Gone It: What you have done for your 
foster children now has a name called pet therapy, 
which has been gaining more and more attention 
these days. Pets can be great motivators and help 
ease loneliness, especially in the elderly. There 
really is no time limit on a “respectful” amount 
of time in which to mourn as only you can be the 
judge of that. Have a small ceremony if you haven’t 
already and mourn as long as you feel you need to. 


co* lC 


•- 


Email your submissions to 
observer@sagchip.org or turn 
them in to the Tribal Observer 
office located inside the Tribal 
Operations building. 


dopt a Pet 


Denny 


Denny is a 1-year- 

old Bull Terrier 

mix. He is a high 

energy puppy who 

has a huge person- 

ality. The HATS 

staff is currently 

working on struc- 

ture and basic obe- y ^ f 

dience with Denny, 

and he has come a long way since he first arrived 
at the shelter. Denny gets along with most other 
dogs, but he prefers a household without cats. 


Pepper 


Pepper is an al- M 

most-4-year old k| 

Domestic Short- !■!£*** 

hair mix who is 

the longest term vl 

resident at HATS. 

Pepper has been ^ 

with HATS since 
December 2013. 

She can be quiet and lay around one minute, 
and the next she will run circles around hu- 
mans. She will talk to and follow the HATS 
staff around for treats. 


Available at: The Humane Animal Treatment Society 

1 105 S. Isabella Rd. Mt. Pleasant Hatsweb.org 989.775.0830 Email: isabellahats@gmail.com 

Monday - Friday: 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Saturday: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. I Puppies: $175, Dogs: $160, Cats: $85 Senior Dogs: $100, Cats: $85 




Tribal Observer I November 2015 



Communit 



Page 12 I Midaaswi-shi-niizh 


CMU hosts Indigenous Peoples Day event discussing language revitalization 


NATA LIE SHAT TUCK 

Editor 

During the Oct. 12 Indigenous 
Peoples Day, the Ziibiwing Center 
of Anishinabe Culture & Lifeways 
collaborated with Central 
Michigan University’s Office for 
Institutional Diversity and Native 
American Programs to present the 
“Soup and Substance event on lan- 
guage revitalization.” 

At 12 p.m., students and par- 
ticipants filled up on soup in the 


CMU UC Terrace Rooms as guest 
speaker Howard Webkamigad 
discussed Anishnaabe language 
revitalization. 

Born and raised in 
WiikiwemkooNsing on the 
Wikwemikong Unceded Indian 
Reservation, Webkamigad is 
currently on his 22nd year teach- 
ing in the Anishinaabemowin 
degree program at Algoma 
University. 

Webkamigad received his 
master’s degree from Michigan 


State University, and previously 
taught at CMU. 

In 2002-2003, Webkamigad 
was the primary language con- 
sultant for the Ziibiwing Center’s 
Diba Jimooyung Permanent 
Exhibit, which tells the story of the 
original people of the Great Lakes. 

He discussed boarding schools, 
and how they negatively impacted 
indigenous languages. 

“Indigenous peoples often 
joke too much to hide our hurt, 
or to make light of things,” he 


said. “There is a lot of humor in 
our language.” 

He said it is important “to 
be patient with people who are 
learning to speak.” 

Often times, there is no exact 
translation in Anishinaabemowin, 
he said. 

With ever changing and 
evolving technology and inven- 
tions, Webkamigad said he is 
“not too concerned with new 
words, but with trying to keep 
those old words alive.” 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Wikwemikong First 
Nations Tribal Elder 
Howard Webkamigad was 
the keynote speaker on 
language revitalization. 


Practical advice around the home provided at Saganing financial workshop 


JOSEPH V. SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

Practical advice that makes eco- 
nomic sense around the home 
was provided at Saganing finan- 
cial workshop on Sept. 10. 

Sherill Kennedy, SCIT 
Housing credit homebuyer coun- 
selor and loan specialist, has 
served as the lead instructor for 
the workshop series for the last 
nine years. 

“I did hear someone say that 
this was one of the funniest work- 
shops I have done in quite some 
time,” Kennedy said. “I offered 
those in attendance some new 
uses for around the house items, 
like microwave heating up rice 
in a clean, white sock and to help 
with an earache or sore neck. We 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Project Coordinator Liz 
Walters (left) and Workshop 
Instructor Sherill Kennedy 
find other uses for 
common household items. 

also highlighted the many uses 
for an inexpensive tension rod. 
And there was a lot of input from 
the attendees.” 

Kennedy provides a 
Housing Financial Workshop 


to the Saganing com- 
munity bi-monthly, to 
offer financial and budget 
friendly strategies. 

Considering the com- 
munity response, the work- 
shops are well attended 
because they are interac- 
tive and Saganing Outreach 
Center Supervisor Don 
Nelson is glad to have the 
educational effort on site. 

“Sherrill always has 
something interesting 
planned that our commu- 
nity in Saganing find both 
fun and educational,” Nelson 
said. “Talking about finan- 
cial matters can have its own 
challenges, but the workshops 
sponsored by SCIT Housing 
are entertaining and fresh.” 


Liz Walters, SCIT Housing 
project coordinator, also assisted 
and shared tips about laptops and 
electronic devices and how to 
keep them in good condition and 
functioning properly. 

“My husband (Ian Walters) is 
owner of Game Go Computers 
in Mount Pleasant and he recom- 
mends that laptops be kept on 
solid surfaces to avoid any over- 
heating issues. When people set 
their laptops on soft surfaces such 
as pillows, cushions and blan- 
kets during use, they have a ten- 
dency to get hot from improper 
air circulation which makes fans 
or cooling systems work harder 
potentially causing damage. 

Walters also shared that people 
should keep cell phones and com- 
puter tablets out of their beds. 


“This is important to keep 
these devices from getting lost 
under pillows and blankets as 
teens most times do,” she said. 
“They will overheat and cause a 
fire hazard. It may also damage 
the costly device.” 

Saganing Elder Brenda Smith 
attended the seminar with her 
husband, Tribal Elder Lawrence 
Smith, and enjoyed the practi- 
cal advice and plans on using 
some of the ideas shared with 
her family. 

“A lot of community members 
learned some new uses for com- 
mon household items in a won- 
derful and humorous way,” Smith 
said. “I look forward to the next 
Housing financial workshop and 
I know others would too if they 
come to one.” 


Experience the fascinating history and rich culture of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan at the Midwest's Premier American Indian Museum 




6650 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI, 48858 • 989.775.4750 • www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing 


ATTENTION EDUCATORS! 

AMERICAN INDIAN 
HERITAGE SPECIAL 

Song & Dance Presentations 
and Museum Tours 

Every Tuesday thru Friday 
September 1 to November 25 

( except September 25 ) 

Visit www.sagchip.org/ziibiwingioY details 


Honor a loved one who has walked on to the 
Spirit world by bringing to share the favorite 
food , stories and photos of that special 
someone who touched your life. 

SPIRIT FEAST 





Nov. 6 

6pm-8pm 

FREE & OPEN 
to the PUBLIC 


ZIIBIWING 

CENTER 


Collection Showing: — 

BOARDING SCHOOL ARCHITECTURE 

I r 

Saturday, November 14, 2015 • 10am-3pm 

ith /Vftita Heard, Research Center Coordinator 


W1 


Objects will remain on display in the Research Center 


thru November 21, 2015 • 10am-5:30pm 


01 r 

iu 


file ^Art of tlu 

Q mill l? ox WorUop 

with 2014 National Endowment for the 
Arts (NEA) National Heritage Fellowship 
Award recipient, porcupinequillworker 


Yvonne Walker Keshick 

Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa 


4 ilst-UL 




Adults: 

5-day workshop 
5:30pm - 8:30pm 
$35 per person 



Attention Educators: Book a 1-Day 
Workshop for your Students! 

6 th Grade-College Students: 

1-day workshop 

$4 per student 

$2 per educator/chaperone 



All Materials Provided 


November 9-13, 2015 

Registration required 

Contact Glenna Genereaux to register 
at 989.775.4744 or ggenereaux@sagchip.org 



CIRCLE OF INDIGENOUS ARTS 


MARKET 


COMPETITION 


ZIIBIWING 

CENTER 

OPENMONDAY- 
SATURDAY 
10am-6pm 


November 20 & 21, 2015 
1 1 am - 6pm 


Exclusive 

Sponsor: 


charles 

SCHWAB 


FREE & OPEN to the PUBLIC 

Fine Art • Music • Dance 
Children’s Activities 
Demonstrations 


f|2 

ZIIBIWING 

CENTER 


ZIIBIWING CENTER 

6650 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, Ml • 989.775.4750 


ZIIBIWING PRESENTS: 


CRANBROOK INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE 




GREAT LAKES 
NATIVE AMERICAN 
COLLECTION 


CHANGING 

EXHIBIT 



UPCOMING DECEMBER EVENTS: 


Annual Appreciation 
Dinner (By invitation) 

Community Cultural 
Teaching 

Performance Circle 
Graduation 


December 10 


December 12 


December 15 
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Drug-Free Throws event aims to throw substance abuse in the basket 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


The most popular sport on the Rez is basketball and the 
Drug-Free Teen Club aims to draw on that success. 


JOSEPH V. SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

The “war on drugs” is fought 
in many ways and the Saginaw 
Chippewa Behavioral Health 
Prevention Department’s Oct. 
28 Drug-Free Throws event at 
the Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 
literally aims to throw sub- 
stance abuse in the basket. 

Kevin Ricketts Sr., 
Behavioral Health preven- 
tion specialist coach, has 
been coordinating the effort, 
which started from a passion- 
ate Facebook post where he 
had many youths wanting to 
get on board in some way to 
address the problem of drugs 
in our community. 

“The event itself is bring- 
ing together community 
youth and the Mid Michigan 
Community College men’s 
basketball team in a fun 
and friendly environment,” 
Ricketts said. “It’s great to 
have the (MMCC) Lakers 
come to our nest and the 
excitement the event brings 
to me is the birth of the Drug- 
Free Teen Club.” 

“Through this club, with 
support of the youth offi- 
cers, (Prevention Specialist) 
Alice Ricketts, (Prevention 
Coordinator) Jen Crawford 


and I, the voices of the youth 
against drugs in our commu- 
nity will be heard,” he said. 
“My hope and prayer is that 
this club gives the youth 
the power and feeling that 
they can change community 
norms, and that when they 
speak and act, it does matter. 
This club is new, and it will 
take time to get fully estab- 
lished, but with support and 
prayers from all adults in the 
community, I am sure it will 
be an important piece as we 
move forward with the war 
on drugs.” 

Kaleb House, MMCC 
men’s basketball coach; and 
Matt Miller, vice president 
of Student and Community 
Relations, are fully engaged 
and support the effort 
wholeheartedly. 

“We are excited to be 
involved with this great 
event,” House said. “It is an 
excellent experience for our 
players to interact with the 
community and give back. 
It helps our student athletes 
gain a more well-rounded 
education while also hope- 
fully benefiting the youth of 
the community.” 

MMCC has been active 
in the community for 50 
years and serves a number 
of Native American students 


with courses and programs 
that lead to a great career. 

“MMCC is always look- 
ing at ways to stay active in 
the community,” Miller said. 
“With a successful basketball 
program in place, it’s time to 
get those students out in the 
community, making a differ- 
ence. Each year, about 100 
Native American students 
attend MMCC and we look 
forward to participating with 
the Tribal youth and the Drug- 
Free Throws program.” 

Crawford said Oct. 23-3 1 is 
Red Ribbon Week, the oldest 
and largest drug prevention 
program in the nation, reach- 
ing millions of young people. 

The mission of the Red 
Ribbon Campaign is to pres- 
ent a unified and visible com- 
mitment towards the creation 
of a drug-free America. 

“In celebration of Red 
Ribbon Week, the Drug-Free 
Throws event is youth-focused, 
pairing a popular activity (bas- 
ketball) with drug-free mes- 
sages,” Crawford said. “At 
this event, we will be kicking 
off the Drug-Free Teen Club, 
which will be open to all teens 
in the community who want 
to take a stand against drugs 
and alcohol.” 

Alice Ricketts said the 
Tribe has an uphill battle 


ahead, but believes if youth 
are involved in healthy life- 
style choices early, the Tribe 
will be stronger. 

“As a Tribal Member, I 
would like to say that this 
is going to be an awesome 
event that allows the voices 
of our community youth to be 
heard,” Alice said. “This ‘war 
on drugs’ is real and happen- 
ing all over. As a mother and 
grandmother, I love to see and 
hear our youth speak up and 
say ‘enough is enough’.” 

The Ojibwe phrase “enji- 
biin-ind ji-chaak” (where 
souls and spirits are cleansed 
and healed) was chosen as 
the name of the Drug-Free 
Teen Club. 


“Our vision as a prevention 
team is to be able to create and 
change policy and community 
norms regarding drugs, alco- 
hol and tobacco in our com- 
munity; and to be a model for 
youth in other communities,” 
Crawford said. “As plans are 
made, parents, teachers, and 
community professionals will 
hopefully support and get 
involved with this club.” 

For more information on the 
Drug-Free Teen Club and how 
you can be a member, contact 
Behavioral Health Prevention 
Department at 989-775-4850. 
To learn more about the Red 
Ribbon Campaign, please 
access its web site at www. 
redribbon.org. 


November is Native American 

^^^SyHeritage Month 2015^^^^9 


Environmental Awareness Day 

Nov. 1 |12-2 p.m. 

Bovee University Center 108 

• Campus clean-up 

• Register through Volunteer Center OrgSync. 

Traditional Ricing: Lee Sprague 

Nov. 2 112-2 p.m. 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College: West Room 2 

• Learn how to harvest rice traditionally. 

• Soup and fry bread provided. 

Annual Food Taster 

Nov. 9 I 5 - 7 p.m. 

Bovee University Center Rotunda 

• Admission $5 students! $7 General Public or 
donated toiletries for Military Appreciation Week. 

•Join us in tasting traditional and contemporary Native 
American cuisine followed by dance demonstration. 

Soup and Substance: Indian 101 

Nov. 10 112-1 p.m. 

Bovee University Center Terrace Rooms A-D 

• Native American Activism: LaDonna Harris, Founder 
and President of Americans for Indian Opportunity. 

Indian 101: Documentary & Discussion 

Nov. 10 I 6 - 8 p.m. 

Pearce Hall 127 

• Native American Activism: LaDonna 
Harris, Founder and President of 
Americans for Indian Opportunity. 

• Documentary running time: 63 min. 


Veteran's Day: Way of the Warrior 
Documentary & Discussion 
Nov. 11 | 12 - 3:30 p.m. 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College: West Room 2 

• Guest speaker: David Perez, Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 
Veteran and Warrior Society 

Dakota 38: Documentary & Discussion 

Nov. 18 I 3 - 5 p.m. 

Bovee University Center Auditorium 

• The documentary film tells the story of Jim Millers 
vision to remember the 38 Dakota men who were 
executed in Mankato, M.N. on Dec. 26, 1862. 

Keynote Speaker: Joseph Boyden 

Nov. 19 I 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

Anspach 161 

• Book signing immediately 
following lecture. 

• Joseph Boyden is a Canadian novelist 
and short story writer. 

• He was named the winner of the 
2014 edition of Canada Reads. He is best known for Three 
Day Road and Through Black Spruce. 

Circle of Indigenous Arts 
Market & Competition 
Nov. 20 & 21 111 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Ziibiwing Center, 6650 E. Broadway 

• Fine art 

• Music 

• Dance demonstrations 

• Childrens activities 


CMU 

CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
UNIVERSITY 


Ziibiwing Changing Exhibit 

Cranbrook Institute of Science: 

Great Lakes Native American Collection 

Exhibit Opens Nov. 14 (Through April 9, 2016) 

Ziibiwing Center, 6650 E. Broadway 

• Monday - Saturday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Cultural Tables 

Every Thursday in November 1 12 - 1:30 p.m. 

Bovee University Center DUFC 

• #NAHM @CMUNAP 

Rock Your Mocs 

Every Monday in November 

• Stand with us world wide to recognize 
Tribal individuality and to bring awareness ! 

• 4ROCKYOURMOCS 4ROCKURMOCS 4RYM2015 

Events Sponsored By: 

• Native American Programs 

• North American Indigenous Student Organization 

• Women and Gender Studies 

• Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College 

• Ziibiwing Center of Anishinabe Culture & Lifeways 

• Diversity Education 

• Institutional Diversity 

• Student Budget Allocation Committee 

• Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. Sigma Kappa Chapter 

• King Chavez Parks Visiting Professors 

• Multicultural Academic Student Services 

• College of Humanities, Social, & Behavioral Sciences 


CMU is an AA/EO institution, providing equal opportunity to all persons, including minorities, females, veterans and individuals 
with disabilities. For more information, or for individuals with disabilities requiring accommodations, please contact the Native 
American Programs Office at 989-774-2508 at least two business days in advance. 
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Trunk or Treat and Halloween Haunt bring the fear factor to the campground 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Tribal Elder Audrey Falcon (left) and 
Amanda Lewis (right) share a moment with 
their top banana Bobby Falcon-Hart. 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Skeleton April Borton and her friend, 

Jack, made no bones about how scary 
the “tunnel of terror” was. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Tribal Police Officer Matthew Gibson had a 
trunk full of goodies for the trunk or treaters. 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Joseph and Taylor Trepanier dressed 
their black cat Miskwaande and dog 
Ninakwe for the best pet contest. 


JOSEPH V. SOW MICK 

Photojournalist 

The SCIT Recreation Department 
made a scary good time for the 
community as the annual Trunk 
or Treat and Halloween Haunt 
brought the fear factor to the hill 
on Oct. 23. 

Throughout the years, the 
signature event has trans- 
formed into one of the most 
festive offerings for Isabella 
County families. 

“Our staff puts a lot of time 
and effort into the event and 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


SCTC student Rachael 
Bailey really enjoyed the 
fear factor marshmallow 
mustard challenge. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal youth Caden Pego is 
begging to get more candy 
at the Trunk or Treat. 


this is the first time we had it at 
the campground and it felt like 
home,” said Ronnie Ekdahl, 
SCIT recreation youth activi- 
ties manager. “The staff did an 
excellent job and the effort put 
forward by the SCIT Housing 
Department was amazing. Their 
haunted tunnel was a big hit and 
many of the kids talked about 
how scary it was.” 

SCIT Housing Manager April 
Borton and her staff went to 
great lengths in constructing the 
60-foot “tunnel of terror.” 

“We had a line of ghoulish 
guests waiting to come in and 
check it out,” Borton said. “This 
was, by far, our best feature that 
we have done for the community 
Halloween Haunt. Our Housing 
Maintenance crew did an excel- 
lent job planning and building the 
tunnel of terror and all of our staff 
was committed and helped with 
the final touches to a fun activity 
this. We are so excited with the 
response we are already planning 
for next year.” 

Jamie Feliciano, SCIT 
administrative assistant, 

attended the Halloween-themed 
extravaganza with her daugh- 
ters Taylyn and Eylana and gave 
the effort high praise. 

“I would like to say thank you 
to all the people that helped put 
this event together,” Feliciano 
said. “My girls and I enjoyed the 
fun activities and we look for- 
ward to it just like every year!” 

Recreation Department 

Organized Sports Specialists 
Lindsay Sprague, Walter 
Trepanier and Lucas Sprague 
coordinated the registration and 
all the events, and even though 
the turnout was larger last year it 
was still a successful event. 

“We noticed a lot more 
Tribal families and employ- 
ees out here, and moving the 
event helped... because there 
was over 1,000 people who 
came last year and many of the 


people who did our Trunk or 
Treat ran out of candy,” Lucas 
said. “I would like to give a 
shout out for our people who 
participated in the fear factor 
event. . . I don’t know if I would 
have done it!” 

Loosely based on the TV 
show “Fear Factor”, the chal- 
lenge featured digging for 
worms, eating hot mustard and 
bobbing for apples in a bucket 
of live crickets. And yes, there 
were some who quit before they 
could finish the timed contest. 

Tribal Member Fred Leksche 
enjoyed having the festivities 
moved up to the hill instead of 
Tribal Operations where it has 
always been. 

“It was excellent,” Leksche 
said. “I had a lot of fun and 
our whole family was here, 
including my dog Lilly. I wish 


we would have had time to do 
the haunted tunnel. I heard the 
Housing department did a great 
job with it and it was busy all 
night. My favorite part of the 
haunt was the family dancing 
contest. That was the best even 
though we didn’t win.” 


Along with the haunted 
tunnel and dance contest, 
there was four divisions 
of costume contests (4 and 
younger, 5 to 11, 12-17 and 
18 and older) and best family 
costume along with a special 
pet costume contest. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The 50-inch smart TV first prize for the family dance off 
contest made for some happy minions. 


Tips for dealing with fall leaves and 


AI MAN SHAHPURWALA 

Water Resource Technician 

Fall is here! The leaves chang- 
ing color is beautiful, but 
when they fall into your yard 
they become an issue. 

There are a couple solutions 
to removing leaves from your 
yard. Residents in the City of 
Mount Pleasant are providing 
a leaf pick-up service during 
late October and November. 

Loose leaves in your yard 
may be raked in low piles into 
the gutter, make sure not to 
cover storm drains. 

In high traffic areas, such as 
High Street or Pickard Street, 
leaves may be raked between 
the curb and sidewalk. 

If you live in Isabella 
County, outside the City of Mt. 
Pleasant, then your yard waste 
and brush may be brought to 
the Recycling Center. To drop 
leaves off to the Recycling 


Center, there is a fee of $ 1 per 
30 gallon bag of leaves and grass 
and $12 a cubic yard for brush. 

Composting your leaves is 
another great solution to man- 
aging yard waste. Composting 
is an environmentally friendly 
way of getting rid of yard waste 
as well as food scraps. If you 
have space in your yard to start 
a pile for leaves or to keep an 
enclosed composter, you can 
start composting right away. 

In your pile, you can toss 
yard waste, leaves, as well as 
food scraps from fruit, veggies, 
breads, coffee grounds, grains, 
and more. Do not add food 
such as meats, cheeses, oils or 
grease to your compost pile. 
Depending on the proportion 
of materials in your compost, 
after a few months to a year, 
you will have nutrient rich soil 
for your garden. Composting, 
recycling, and using local ser- 
vices to manage your yard 
waste are good solutions. 


While considering manage- 
ment of your yard waste, there 
are some options that you will 
want to avoid such as burning 
leaves or dumping leaves into 
waterways or wetlands. Burning 
leaves causes air pollution and 
is hazardous to human health. 
Leaf smoke may contain haz- 
ardous chemicals such as car- 
bon monoxide and benzo(a) 
pyrene, which is known to 
cause cancer. It also creates 
airborne particulates, such as 
dust, soot and other solid mate- 
rials, which can cause adverse 
respiratory issues. 

Leaves that are dumped in 
waterways and wetlands can 
clog infrastructure such as cul- 
verts and dams, causing the 
river to be shallower and more 
prone to flooding. 

Dumping of leaves can also 
obstruct healthy habitat for 
fisheries as well as cause an 
organic imbalance, creating 
excess nutrients which may 


yard waste 

lead to algal blooms that can 
deplete oxygen and sometimes 
cause fish kills. 

For more information on this 


management 

article, please contact Aiman 
Shahpurwala water resource 
technician at 989-775-4081 or 
ashahpurwala@sagchip. org. 




WANTED M 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
S'" William L. Antrobius 

Specializing in: Tribal Law, and Federal Indian Law; 
Overturning Prior State of Michigan Criminal Convictions For Lack 
of Jurisdiction; Appeals to Tribal, and State Courts; Tribal 
Disenrollment Cases in Tribal Court; Criminal Cases, Juvenile 
Cases, Child Support Reductions, and Child Removal Cases; 
Michigan Prisoner Housing Collection Actions in State Court 

Experience: Former Prosecuting Attorney Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan, and Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the 
Flathead Indian Reservation; Former Public Defender Assiniboine 
Sioux Tribe; Criminal Defense Attorney 

Tribal Affiliation: Member of the Six Nations Tribe, Ontario Canada 




Contact: (989) 772-6277 
1 13 W. Broadway, Suite 240 
Mt. Pleasant MI 48858 


Hi 










''For Me. its My £koo)r<t e.r. 

I oJ/VNJt to sKo*J Ke.r A- We.tte.r 
I u>kiJt to We. Ke.re. -Cor Ke.r. w 


for the people that 
depend on you. 


Start with exercise 



JOURNEy.o 

WELLNESS 


MoveMoreNow.org 


Made possible with funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
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Wrestler Kenya Spencer receives scholarship at King University 



Courtesy of Mona Spencer 

Kenya Spencer (center) signs a wrestling scholarship 
for King University in Bristol, Tenn. on Oct. 26 with two 
King University representatives. 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

She’s no stranger to gold or silver 
medals, and she continues to con- 
quer the wrestling world at the 
young age of 17. 

Tribal youth Member Kenya 
Spencer, a high school senior at 
Caro High School, has competed 
in national and international 
wrestling competitions. 

Spencer has been wrestling for 
13 years, and her hard work and 
dedication continues to pay off 
with a great new opportunity to 
represent her Tribal community. 

Spencer received an athletic 
scholarship to wrestle at King 
University in Bristol, Tenn. 


“When I signed for my 
scholarship, I had so many 
emotions running through me: 
Excitement that it's happen- 
ing; relief all of my dedication 
and hard work has paid off; 
sadness that this chapter of my 
life is almost over and that my 
family, who has been through 
it all, will not be at college 
with me,” Spencer said. 

She has numerous wrestling 
titles, received more than 100 
medals and placed in other 
countries. 

“But, I still feel my big- 
gest accomplishment is I have 
stayed true to myself and my 
Creator; without my strong 
belief in His plan for me, 


I would not be where I am 
today,” Spencer said. 

Her advice to other tribal 
youth is “to work hard, take noth- 
ing for granted, and be proud of 
where and of who you are.” 

Spencer said when she looks 
back at her life so far, she realizes 
she has been blessed that she’s 
accomplished so many things she 
was set out to do. 

“Wrestling at 160 (pounds) 
or 172 (pounds) against boys 
is tough, but I've proven that 
it’s possible,” she said. “I 
have won matches that just 
seemed impossible.” 

Spencer wished to thank 
everyone who has sup- 
ported her throughout her 


wrestling career: Friends, fam- 
ily, her church community and 
coaches; all of those people are 
“special to her and she carries 
them in her heart.” 


“When I look in the mirror, I 
see a warrior who will continue to 
represent the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe with honor and 
appreciation,” she said. 


SCIT community participates during CMU’s “Tradition’s Day” football game 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

As the Central Michigan 
University and Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe partner- 
ship continues to grow, SCIT 
representatives joined the CMU 
football game for the Oct. 17 
“Tradition’s Day” against the 
Buffalo Bulls. 

The SCIT Public Relations 
and Parks and Recreation depart- 
ments hosted a 10 a.m. pre-game 
family friendly tailgate and pro- 
vided food, beverages and fun 


and games for children. 

Tours of the CMU athletic 
departments were also provided. 

At 12:30 p.m., fans and the 
Niijkewehn Mentoring Program 
were welcome to form a fan tun- 
nel on the Kelly/Shorts Stadium 
field for the CMU football play- 
ers to run through. 

During the second quar- 
ter, Tribal Chief Steven Pego, 
Council Treasurer Shelly Bailey, 
PR Director Frank Cloutier and 
PR Administrative Assistant Erik 
Rodriguez were recognized on 
the field on behalf of SCIT. 



Observer photo by Matthew Wright 

The Niijkewehn Mentoring Program helped 
form a fan tunnel for CMU football players. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Tribal Chief Steven Pego, Aaron Chivis, Nathan 
Isaac and Steven Loonsfoot perform a drum 
song in honor of CMU’s Tradition’s Day. 



dHotel 


RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED 


Roasted Turkey 
Green Bean Casserole 
i Mashed Potatoes 
' Gravy 
Orange Cranberry Sauce 
Sweet Potatoes 
Rolls 

Tossed Salad J 

Ambrosia Salad I 
Pasta Salad ( 

Peas and Peanuts Salad 
Cole Slaw 
Cottage Cheese 
Cream Pies 
Fruit Pies 
Cherry Cobbler 
Apple Crisp 


WATERPARK 
PASSES 
INCLUDED ! A 


DRAWING | sab p|| a 

EACH DAY isaDeiia 

for a free Sagamok Shell 

TURKEY! 2428 S. Leaton Rd. 


Turkey A Day Giveaway 
November 1st - 22nd 
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1 ^ Kids 2 & Under 


m i are FREE 


www.soaringeaglewaterpark.com 


Soaring Eagle 

p r o r e r r i e s 


877.2EAGLE2 
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Community ' 


Second annual “Par for the Cause” raises more than $40,000 



Courtesy of Marcella Hadden 


(Pictured left to right) Al Wassegijig, Terry Thompson, MSU 
Head Baseball Coach Jake Boss Jr, Chase Owl and Erik 
Rodriguez pose on the PohICat Golf Course. 



Courtesy of Marcella Hadden 


(Pictured left to right) Blake Savage, Zoe Burdine-Fly, 
Ken Roczen, Russ Hines, Rhonda Quigno and Jeff 
Furman golf for the cause. 


NATAL IE S HATTUCK 

Editor 

The Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort presented the second 
annual “Par for the Cause” 
RCH Celebrity Charity Golf 
Tournament on Friday, Aug. 
28 at PohICat Golf Course in 
Mount Pleasant. 

More than $40,000 was 
raised between corporate teams, 
non-corporate teams, and the 
silent and live auctions. 

Splitting the proceeds, the 
Saginaw Chippewa Parks 
and Recreation Department, 
and The Fallen and Wounded 
Soldiers Fund of Michigan each 
received $22,835.50. 

That evening, SECR hosted a 
banquet, with dinner and auctions 
in the ballroom. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Motocross and Supercross 
athlete Ken Roczen signs 
his shirt sold during the 
live auction. 



Courtesy of Tanya Bardy 


Professional racer Carey 
Hart joined the Aug. 28 “Par 
for the Cause” Celebrity 
Charity Golf Tournament. 

“The top auction item was a 
custom-made helmet of (RCH 
motocross racer) Carey Hart that 
was autographed by him and 
his wife Alecia, AKA (singer) 
P!nk,” said Tanya Bardy, SECR 
marketing manager for spon- 
sorships and promotions. “This 
item went for $1,000.” 

The winning bid went to 
Michigan CAT, construction 
equipment supplier. 

To date, participants have 
raised more than $75,000 for 
the cause. 

Along with Hart, celebrities 
that made an appearance include: 
RCH Racing’s Ricky Carmichael, 
Ken Roczen and Broc Tickle; for- 
mer NBA player Drew Nitzel; 


The Huge Show’s Bill Simonson; 
NFL pro Kyle Cook; Michigan 
State baseball head coach Jake 
Boss Jr.; pro golfer Jeff Lessons; 
Supercross racer Nick Wey; 
and Kevin Cotter, Republican 
member of the Michigan House 
of Representatives. 

Spartan Sports Network 
received first place in the 
18-hole scramble. 

CBS Sports Radio earned sec- 
ond place, and third place went to 
Aristocrat Inc. 

Each registrant received an 
entry into the silent raffle. 

Raffle prizes included: 
Airfare and hotel for four to 
Las Vegas for the Oct. 17 moto- 
cross finals; two tickets to a 
Jason Aldean concert, donated 
by WKCQ; four tickets to 
Cedar Point; four Soaring Eagle 
Waterpark day passes; twosome 
golf package at the Gaylord 
Country Club, donated by 
WMPX; four tickets to a Detroit 
Lions football game, donated 
by WNEM; one night stay at 
Shanty Creek and golf for two, 
donated by Cumulus Radio- 
Flint; and much more. 

“This was our second year for 
this fantastic outing... and we 
were able to raise more money 
than last year,” Bardy said. “The 
feedback from the participants 
was they cannot wait to come 
back next year and raise even 


more money for two well-deserv- 
ing charities.” 

SCIT Parks and Rec plans 
to construct a safe racing track, 
designed by professional rid- 
ers, on the Reservation. The 
track is in the works for 2016, 
according to SECR Marketing 
Director Raul Venegas. 


The Fallen and Wounded 
Soldiers Fund supports 
Michigan-based soldiers who 
have served and protected the 
country. The nonprofit organi- 
zation helps injured soldiers 
pay their living expenses and 
provides assistance to families 
of the fallen. 


^ Wealth 





Behavioral Health 

PROGRAMS 

Nog-da-win-da-meg • “Taking care of one another” 


2800 S. Shepherd Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant MI, 48858 

989 - 775-4850 

www.sagchip.org/behavioralheaith 


Outpatient Services 

The outpatient program strives to meet the needs of the Anishi- 
nabek population of children, adolescents, adults and the elderly 
through the delivery of integrated services. This program is guid- 
ed by ideals and principles that are reflective of the Anishinabek 
values and beliefs. 

There are many reasons why an individual may need mental 
health counseling. He or she may have a chemical imbalance 
that is making it difficult to function, which can be aided 
through drugs but may also require some form of talk therapy. 
There may be unresolved trauma that is plaguing an individual. 
In nearly any case where a psychological issue is making daily 
functioning a problem, mental health counseling can help. 

• Individual Adult Counseling & Couples Therapy 

• Early Recovery Skills/Basic Education Group 

• Individual Child & Adolescent Counseling 

• Anger Management Education 

• Intensive Outpatient Counseling 

• Batterers’ Intervention Group 

• Transitional Supportive Living 

• Anger Management Group 

• Anishinabek Helping Healer 

• Traditional Practitioner 

• Gambling Addiction Counseling 

• Adolescent Substance Abuse Group 

• Parent Counseling 

• Group Counseling 

• DBT Group 

• Family Counseling 

• Women’s Support Group 

• Case Management Services 

• Psychiatric Services 

• School-Based Counseling 


Residential Services 

Located in the heart of the Isabella Reservation, we offer 
community-based programs catering to the needs of Native 
Americans who want to begin a journey to recovery. 
Programming is based on the twelve steps and incorporates 
the cultural and traditional process. Residents are exposed to 
the Ojibwe language, ceremonies, Native values and historical 
contexts through our cultural curriculum which is supported by 
our clinical approaches. 

Program Goals: 

• Promote balance and harmony within individuals and the community. 

• Provide services aimed at reducing personal, family, social, physical, 
emotional and spiritual distress to individuals. 

• Provide an environment that is met with honesty, humility, love, 
truthfulness, bravery, respect and wisdom. 

• Provide documentation and evaluation of services pertaining to all clients’ 
activities, planning, management, support services and training. 


Nami Migizi Nangwiihgan 

“Under the Eagle Wing” 

The purpose of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan’s 
domestic violence program is to assist those affected by domestic 
violence in finding another path without abuse. 

Individual needs will be addressed by utilizing emergency 
transportation to other shelters and case management services. 
We are dedicated to providing resources, safety and advocacy to 
ensure the physical, mental, spiritual and emotional well-being 
of families victimized by violence. In order to achieve balance 
and independence, we as a community, need to re-establish a 
support network of services and resources. 

The domestic violence services are open to anyone who is a 
victim of domestic violence, sexual assault and/or stalking. 

• Batterers’ Intervention Program • Cultural Sensitivity 

• 24/7 Support • Confidentiality/Privacy 

• Group Therapy • Victim Advocacy 

• Individual Therapy • Education and Outreach 

• Case Management 


Provide coordinated professional referral sources as a network of 
recovery support linkages. 


Strusslins? 

Mondays: 5:30-7 p.m. (Dinner on your own) 

Fridays: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. (Light lunch included) 


Come when you can! As often as you want! 

Need Support? Need skill reminders? 

Topics covered include: 

Join us at RTC-Behavioral Health for the 

Drop-in Relapse Prevention Group 

Red Road teachings, step work, relapse prevention 
skills, mindfulness, medicine wheel teachings and case 
management services. 
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"Educator of the Month" 


Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribes 
Education Administration would like to 
take this opportunity to showcase the 
shining stars in the department ! We are 
proud of each and every team member 
within our department and think the 
community should know about you! 

Congratulations Bridget Fairchild for 
being selected as the October Educator of 
the Month! The perks of this award include 
an induction into the Education Apple 
Orchard, educator’s goody bag, a gift cer- 
tificate and a traveling educator award. 

The following is a questionnaire com- 
pleted by Fairchild: 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


SCA Cook Bridget Fairchild 
(middle) accepts her award from 
Administrative Assistant II Christina 
Halliwill (left) and Kelli Cassaday, 
curriculum instructional coordinator. 

Which program do you work for? 

Saginaw Chippewa Academy. 


What is your title? Cook 

How long have you worked for the 
Education Department? Ten years. 

What is your favorite part of 
working in this department? The 

children and their smiles. 

Do you have any hobbies or special 
talents? My only hobby. . . running. 

What is your funniest memory in 
working with our students? I laugh 
every time I get the kids to say “beautiful 
lunch lady” instead of “please,” I am sur- 
prised how many kids will say it. 


What is something people may not 
know about you? I love cookies... any 
kind. . . any time. 

When you were younger, what did you 
want to be when you grew up? I wanted 
to be a mom. 

What is your favorite movie? 

“Son in Law”. 

What is your favorite food? Salad 
and cookies. 

Thank you so much for being such an 
integral part of our education team! We 
appreciate you! 


“Day with the Artist" brings alpacas, 
music, arts and crafts to SCA 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Students could pet alpacas from Varners 
Alpaca Links in Midland and learn about 
fabric woven from their coats. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Fifth-grader Takoda 
Shawnoo made crafts 
with Seventh Generation. 


NATAL IE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

On Friday, Oct. 9, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Academy participated in 
“Day with the Artist.” 

Throughout the day, students 
spent half an hour involved in dif- 
ferent activities. 

All in separate rooms, Ziibiwing 
Center of Anishinabe Culture and 
Lifeways and Seventh Generation rep- 
resentatives taught students to make 
Native American arts and crafts. 


Outdoors, SCA students could pet 
and observe alpacas from Varners 
Alpaca Links in Midland, Mich. 

Alpacas are raised for their coats. 
The handlers brought examples of 
alpaca shearing and fabric woven from 
alpaca hair for the students to touch. 

The day was also filled with 
music as the Central Michigan 
University String Quartet lectured 
SCA students on different instru- 
ments. The quartet performed musi- 
cal numbers for grades third through 
sixth in the cafeteria. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

SCA fourth-grader Tawny Jackson 
holds up her corn husk doll. 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Fifth grader Kenneth Wemigwans 
(back) and sixth-grader Allen 
Pego create their corn husk dolls. 




K-12 Education Services 

HOMEWORK LAB 



Monday - Thursday 

3-5 p.m. 

Next to the Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 


K-12 Staff will be on site for 
homework assistance and 
tutoring. Homework lab will 
have internet access and a 
quiet reading area. 


For more information you may contact Tasha Wemigwans at 989. 775.4506 


Ganiard 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dace for September: Lilly Chamerlain, Gabriela 
Escobedo, Tehya Florez, Rosemarie Green, 
Darien Haggard, Konner Hilleger, Isabella 
Jackson, Dehmin Kahgegab, Nadia Mills, 
Morgan Morrow, Kage Ortiz, Tiara Osawabine, 
Ethan Reed, Cailey Treichel, Ehtan Treichel, 
Savannah Treichel and Ava Vogel. 


Saginaw Chippewa Academy 


The following students earned Student of the 
Month for September: Lyric Owl, Charmaine 
Castillo-Pelcher, Clara Begay, Analicia Palomo, 
Riana Chippewa, Quenten Rolfes, Adrianna 
West and Mana Pelcher. The following stu- 
dents earned perfect attendace for September: 
Bradley Woodworth, JeydanArbogast, Sadie Disel, 
Brihanna Dunham, Niigik Pamp, Bryson Quintero, 
Liam Arbogast, Joshua Velasquez, Grade David, 
Isabella Arbogast, Robert Saunders, Brandon 
Wemigwans, Martine Wiggins, Zoey Diesel, 
Tawny Jackson, Caden Pego, Raymond Pelcher Jr., 
Felicia Saunders, Joshua Wemigwans, Cameron 
Fleming, Adrianna West and Sara Saunders. 


Pullen 


The following students earned Student of 
the Month honors: Talon McClusky, Andrew 
Kequom and Olivia Lerma. The follow- 
ing students earned perfect attendace for 
September: Serenti Cole, Emma Hinmon, 
Kyven Rose, Alex Hinmon, Talon McClusky, 
Remy Weldon, Arilynn Peters, Logan Bird, 
Kaya Rose, Caleb Burger, Cruz Vaquera, Trevor 
Isham, Bailey Burger, Ryan Flaugher, Whisper 
Mandoka and Jonathan Martinez. 


Renaissance 


The following students earned perfect attendace 
for September: Novaly Hinmon, Erius Mena, 
Erica Hinmon, Journey Mena, Isaiah Powers-Otto, 
Brysen Chamberlain-Fish, Logan VanOrden, Kaya 
Pope, Kathlyn Dunn-Anderson, Sway Mandoka, 
Anthony Hawkins and Makayla Jackson. 


Vowles 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dace for September: Aaliyah Dunlap, Aolani 
Gibbs, Augustine Gibbs, Aviana Gomez, Aaden 
Gose, Metao Harris, Kaden Kjolhede, Zamiah 
Marshall, Mariana Mays, Mia McCreery, 
Gavin McCreery and Ringo Stevens. 


Kinney 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dace for September: Dakarii Graveratte. 


McGuire 


The following students earned perfect 
attendace for September: Mia Floyd, 
Kadenn Rose, La’Anna Trudeau, Mia Bennett, 
Mackenzie Burger, Tayden Davis, Vanessa 
Lerma, Kay den Weekly Dean, Grey Fox, 
Aaron Graveratte, Binayshee Hendrickson, 
John Stevens and Makayla Stevens. 


Fancher 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dace for September: Gloria Altiman, Caedynce 
Bailey, Kaitlyn Bartreau, Daniel Bennett, Devyn 
Bennett, Damion Haggard, Zoey Haggard, 
Elisha Hoormann, Lucus Jackson, Matthew 
Jackson, Anthony Mark, Mnookmi Massey, 
Trent McConnell, Aliyah Mena, Nautica 
Mena-Strait, Collyn Morrow, Anissa Quiroga, 
Kimewon-Raynee Richards, Zamil Rueckert, 
Alina Ruffino, Paul Shomin, Kaylie Sprague, 
Dawnseh Wilson and Hudson Yarger. 


Shepherd 


The following students earned perfect attendace 
for September: Keamin Alexander, Dayton Brass, 
Jayden Brass, Trey Brass, Johnathan Cogswell, 
Sadie Cogswell, Angelica Hinmon, Alize 
Jackson, Lakota Jackson, Waaseya Lambertson, 
Jared Myers, Sarah Osawabine, Jayden Pelcher, 
Layla Pigeon, Maya Ryan, Brandon Seegraves, 
Madalynn Sineway, Aanzhenii Starkey, Miingin 
Starkey and Aubrey anna Stevens. 


Need a Lawyer to Protect Your Rights? 


Assaults I Drug Charges I Negligent Homicide I Sex Charges I Fraud 
Embezzlement I Theft I Breaking & Entering I Murder Charges 
Domestic Violence I Drunk Driving I Juvenile Offenses 


• Former Prosecutor for Isabella County for 12 years 

• Past President of Prosecuting Attorney Association of Michigan 

• Obtained “Not Guilty” verdicts in Homicide, Sexual Assault 
and Drunk Driving Cases 

• Mt. Pleasant Buyer’s Guide/Morning Sun and CM Life 
Newspaper awarded “People’s Choice Award” 

• Voted #1 “Best Attorney” for the last 13 years in a row! 




Joseph T. Barberi, P.C. Attorneys at Law 


989.773.3423 or 800.336.3523 

2305 Hawthorn Dr, Suite C, Mt. Pleasant 

www.josephbarberi.com 
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Mahnoomin Camp provides 



time to teach and learn together 



MARY PELCHER 

SCTC Extension Coordinator 

Camaraderie was the feeling 
around the fire at the Mahnoomin 
Camp hosted by Seventh 
Generation and the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal College. The 
camp was held on Oct. 8- 1 0 at the 
Elijah Elk Ceremonial building 
and grounds. 

This camp was held to offer 
the community opportunity to 
participate in the finishing pro- 
cess of mahnoomin (wild rice). 

The Mahnoomin Camp was 
reminiscent of times past, when 
families harvested the “food 
that grows on the water”, the 
mahnoomin. 

Previous to the camp, the 
SCTC mahnoomin class trav- 
eled to different lakes in the area 
to view, assess, and harvest the 
mahnoomin. This harvest was 
used to demonstrate the process- 
ing after it had been harvested 
and dried. 



Courtesy of SCTC 


Lee Sprague 

demonstrates winnowing. 



Courtesy of SCTC 


The mahnoomin is ready 
to harvest. 

The camp also provided the 
opportunity to make mahnoo- 
min dancing moccasins and 
ricing tools. 

First is processing, the camp 
participants parched the mahnoo- 
min in a large cast iron pot over 
the fire. The smell of the hot 
parched mahnoomin was earthy 
and soothing. Some of the 
parched mahnoomin turned into 
“popcorn” much like puffed rice. 
Sorting out the popped rice and 
eating it was a treat. The mahnoo- 
min was then winnowed, to blow 
away the burnt chaff. 

Two dancing pits were dug 
and lined with leather hides. 



Courtesy of SCTC 

Dawn Morrow "dances" 
on mahnooomin. 


These dancing pits were used 
to “dance” on the rice with 
clean moccasins. Stepping on 
the parched mahnoomin helps 
remove the husk. 

From Elders to children, all 
camp participants took turns 
dancing on the mahnoomin. 

Trays of winnowed mahnoo- 
min were then cleaned. Cleaning 
the mahnoomin is the final stage 
of the finishing process. 

Participants each took a 
tray to separate the rice. This 
is a time consuming, slow 



Courtesy of SCTC 


Sorting and cleaning 
the mahnoomin. 


process. Literally each piece 
of mahnoomin is examined 
and put into another tray. The 
husks and any other items were 
pulled out. The cleaned rice is 
then put in to a Ziploc bag for 
storage, until cooking. 

Partakers enjoyed three days 
of cooperation and amity while 
working through the processing. 
Everyone was willing to help 
pitch in when needed. Some 
meals were provided, and a pot- 
luck ended the camp. 

As an Elder reminded us, hon- 
oring and handling the mahnoo- 
min reignites our Anishnaabe 
blood memory. The camp pro- 
vided opportunity to have a 
glimpse of what Anishnaabe 
families had to do to survive in 
times past. We not only allied 
with each other, we connected 
with our ancestors. 

The SCTC mahnoomin class 
is a community education class 
offered as non-credit education, 
free to the community. Instructor 
Lee Sprague shares extensive 
knowledge to the class. 

The class continues through 
November on Tuesday from 9 



Courtesy of SCTC 


Finished mahnoomin. 



Courtesy of SCTC 


Mahnoomin dancing pits. 

a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at the Tribal 
College. Even though the harvest 
is over, interested individuals are 
encouraged to drop in on the class 
to listen to a presentation, and 
help clean mahnoomin. 



SCTC 

Celebrates Native American Month 

NOVEMBER 2015 


Monday, Nov. 2 

NAHM Kick Off 

12-2 p.m. 1 Located at SCTC West Classroom 2 

Lee Sprague, Traditional Ricing 1 Soup and Frybread 

Wednesday, Nov. 11 

Way of the Warrior Documentary & Discussion 
12-3:30 p.m. 1 Located at SCTC West Classroom 2 

Veterans Day 1 Speaker: David Perez, Ogitchedaw Warriors Society 

Thursday, Nov. 12 

Chemistry Night 

5:30-8 p.m. 1 Located at SCTC West Classroom 2 

Monday, Nov. 16 

Movie Showing: DAKOTA 38 

5:30-8 p.m. 1 Located at SCTC West Classroom 2 

Tuesday, Nov. 17 

Traditional Basketry 

10 a.m. -12 p.m. 1 Located at SCTC West Classroom 2 

With Kelly Church 1 Limited to first 35 1 To sign-up: 989.775.4123 

Friday, Nov. 20 

Plants and Medicines Workshop 

12-3 p.m. 1 Located at SCTC Science Lab 

With Cheryl Calhoun 1 Limited to first 20 1 To sign-up: 989.775.4123 

Monday, Nov. 23 

Ojibwe Bingo 

12-1:15 p.m. 1 Located at SCTC West Classroom 2 

Monday, Nov. 30 

Three Fires Teachings: From a student’s perspective 

12-1:30 p.m. 1 Located at SCTC West Classroom 2 


USDA 


NA Month activities Sponsored by SCTC Extension and Equity Programs. 

For more information contact SCTC at 989. 775.4123. To reserve a space on Extension activities call 
989.775.4123 and ask for Mary Pekher, Extension Coordinator or MPekher@sagchip.org. 



Jimooyaang & Indigistory 
Telling Onr Stories 



Date: 

Friday Nov. 13, 2015 


Time: 9 :OOam- 2 :OOpm 
Pre-register by: 
Wed. Nov. 11, 2015 


Location: 

Saginaw-Chippewa 
Tribal College 

Classroom West 1 
2274 Enterprise Drive 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

Space is limited. 

No cost to attend. 

For more information or 
to register call: 

Nathan Lambertson, 
Dean of Students 
989-775-4123 or email: 
nlambertson@sagcbip.org 


Storytelling has always been an important part 
of the Anishinaabe culture. Continue the 
tradition using modern technology. By telling 
Our stories, we re-write the false Histories and 
open the future for the next generation of 
Anishinaabe Voices. 

Learn to create your own digital stories for 
work, school, or for family. 

Participants will: 

Create and edit personal stories for 
digital video presentations 

• Learn elements of digital story 

• Learn key steps in the digital 
storytelling process 

• Draft written scripts for digital stories 

• Learn how to integrate film, 
photographs and stock images into 
digital stories 

• Develop storyboards to arrange and 
structure stories 

• Create audio files for video voiceover 
and to supplement images and story 
ideas 

• Learn basic video editing 


rooi/ 


Sponsored by: 



.Ax. 


Michigan 

Humanities 

Council 


This project is funded in 
part by Michigan Humanities 
Council, an affiliate of the 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities. 


Co-sponsored & 
facilitated by. 

MICHIGAN STATE 
UNIVERSITY 


wrt*. 


m 


Digital Storytelling Workshop Training 

Limited travel funds are available for registered participants living outside of the Mt. Pleasant area. 
For Travel information contact: Michelle Willis. ITCMI at mwillismtcmi.org or call 231- S66‘0805 

Computer equipment provided. Registered participants may be asked to bring your own photos, documents, meaningful objects 
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“The Gambler” Kenny Rogers is all aces in his sixth Soaring Eagle appearance 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


J OSEPH V. SOW MICK 

Photojournalist 

For the past 57 years, as sure 
as the sun would come up in 
the morning and set in the 
evening, there was one thing 
you could count on: Kenny 
Rogers would soon be coming 
to a venue near you. 

On Sept. 12, “The Gambler” 
laid down another winning 
hand and was all aces in his 
sixth Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort appearance. 

Along with the four mov- 
ies in which Rogers portrayed 
the gambler; Brady Hawkes; 
the singer, songwriter, actor, 
record producer, entrepreneur 
and author is a driven per- 
former and entertainer who 
can command a stage. 

In 1986, both USA Today 
and People magazine voted 
Kenny Rogers the “Favorite 
Singer of All Time.” 

A 2014 award-winning 
GEICO insurance commercial 
featured Rogers reprising his 


Kenny Rogers performs 
classic down home country 
on Sept. 12. 

iconic persona while signing his 
“you got to know when to hold 
‘em” anthem at a card game. 

Rogers delivered a down 
home country cornucopia of 
toe-tappers that delighted his 


old and new fans, 
including his stan- 
dard hits “Lucille”, 
“Love Will Turn You 
Around” and “Just 
Dropped In (To See 
What Condition My 
Condition Was In)”. 

Rogers did an 
excellent rendition 
of the 1983 platinum 
chart topper “Islands 
in the Stream”, a 
duet he shared with 
country music artist 
Dolly Parton. 

Rogers’ other col- 
laborations include 
his number one coun- 
try single “Make No 
Mistake, She’s Mine” 
with Ronnie Milsap 
and his number one 
1999 hit “Buy Me a 
Rose” with Alison 
Krauss and Billy Dean. 

The appreciative sold-out 
audience also loved to hear his 
1977 hit “Daytime Friends” 
love songs “She Believes in 
Me”, “You Decorated My 


Life” and the down home bal- 
lad “Coward of the County”. 

Mike Jenkins, and his wife, 
from Mount Pleasant have 
attended many country music 
SECR shows, and they have 
enjoyed listening to Rogers 
through the years. 

“We were skeptical at first, 
concerning his age and won- 
dered how he would be able to 
do, but were quite pleased with 
his performance,” Mike Jenkins 
said. “His voice was still Kenny 
Rogers, and he used his age to 
his advantage as he shared with 
the audience. I liked the way he 
reached back to his older music 
with Kenny Rogers and The 
First Edition and his song ‘Ruby 
Don’t Take Your Love to Town’. 
I guess what they say is true: 
You are only as old as you feel.” 

Tribal Elder Marilyn 
Bailey attended with several 
Andahwod residents, and she 
was waiting patiently for his 
heartfelt song “Lady”. 

It was Tribal Elder Carole 
Tally’s second time seeing 
Rogers at SECR. 


“He took me back to the old 
days of the sixties, and what I 
really liked is he showed pic- 
tures on the screen when he 
was young,” Tally said. “It was 
like a concert and a trip down 
memory lane. Having him here 
at Soaring Eagle, I always 
like to hear him sing ‘The 
Gambler’ . . . I wonder why!” 

Unfortunately, Rogers 

announced Sept. 25, during 
an appearance on “The Today 
Show”, that 2016 will be his 
farewell tour after 57 years. 

Rogers said he is prepar- 
ing for a series of concerts 
promoting his new holiday 
release, “Once Again it’s 
Christmas”. The album marks 
his first Christmas album 
since his 1998 bestselling 
“Christmas for the Heart”. 

Rogers has a warm heart 
for the friends he has made 
through years of perform- 
ing, and fans can cherish 
the fond memories he left at 
Soaring Eagle, as that could 
have been his last concert in 
Mount Pleasant. 


Ron White claims he is 


transfunny” during comedic 


NATA LIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

With a cigar in hand and his 
Number Juan Tequila on a bar 
stool by his side, Ron White 
showcased yet another one of his 
favorite things: Comedy. 

On Saturday, Oct. 10, Ron 
“Tater Salad” White, along 
with special opening guest 
Rocky LaPorte delivered laugh 
after laugh in the sold-out 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort 
Entertainment Hall. 

Rocky LaPorte had the audi- 
ence roaring during his 15-min- 
ute comedic routine with his 
distinctive accent and uproarious 
delivery. 

When discussing the odd 
questions on doctor’s forms, he 
joked about writing down his 
closest living relative. 

“From here or from my 
house?” LaPorte asked. “I put 
six miles.” 


To answer the doctor’s 
question “does anything run 
in your family?” LaPorte said 
“divorce and bad decisions.” 

LaPorte also brought up 
the time his girlfriend asked 
him to go camping. 

“I don’t want to sleep 
outside, that’s why I work,” 
he said. 

While he was in a public 
restroom, LaPorte noticed 
the “employees must wash 
hands” sign. 

“I’m in the bathroom for 10 
minutes waiting for someone 
to show up,” he said. 

Sharply dressed in a suit, 
mister Blue Collar Comedy 
himself, Ron White, walked 
on stage and the audience 
erupted with applause. 

White toured with Jeff 
Foxworthy, Bill Engvall, and 
Larry the Cable Guy as part 
of the Blue Collar Comedy 
Tour in January 2000 through 
March 2003. 


The tour sold out through- 
out the U.S. in more than 90 
cities, and grossed more than 
$15 million. 

White discussed his great 
friendship with a fellow 
comedian. 

“Jeff Foxworthy always 
believed in my talent, just 
not my work ethic,” White 
said laughing. 

At 58 years old, and a few 
marriages later, White has 
seemed to have finally found 
the love of his life: Margo Rey, 
a singer-songwriter, who White 
claims has “more talent in her lit- 
tle finger” than many have at all. 

“Margo’s mother likes to 
chat,” White said. “I hate to 
ask her a question because the 
answer will be a day and a half.” 

White has been touring for 
29 years and is “enjoying every 
minute of it.” 

Discussing past media 
coverage on Caitlin Jenner 
coming out as transgendered, 


White said he identifies him- 
self as “transfunny.” 

“I’m transfunny: I may not 
appear to be funny, but I am,” 
White said. “If you don’t think 
I’m funny, you’re racist. 

Typically a scotch 
drinker, White is 
now a co-owner of 
Number Juan Tequila 
brand, which he 
repeatedly sipped 
throughout the show. 

White said he gave 
an Arkansas radio DJ 
a hard time during an 
interview, when White 
was asked “if you could 
have a conversation with 
anyone, living or dead, 
who would it be?” White 
responded “living.” 

White didn’t exit 
the stage without 
paying tribute to 
opener LaPorte. 

“One more round of 
applause for Rocky,” 


SECR return 

White said. “He comes out 
and did 15 minutes, says about 
nine words, and he just nails it. 
He’s one of the coolest people 
on the planet and I know every 
comic thinks so.” 
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Comedian Ron White delivers his 
sarcastic, witty routine during the 
Oct. 10 sold-out Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort show. 


Aggressively Defending Your Rights ... 

DWIGHT R. CARPENTER 

ATTORNEY 

Criminal Defense Only • Statewide 

Criminal Defense - All Courts 
Tribal Court - Defense 
Statewide Referrals for Civil Law Suits 

Over 1,500 Licenses Restored! 

FREE CONSULTATION 

Notary and Power of Attorney Services available 
Bi-weekly per cap assignments can be done in my office 

We have more Native American clients than any other 
attorney in the area because we care!! 

We now accept credit cards. 


989 - 386-4114 

2339 E. Ludington Dr. • Clare 




Relax... 
We’ve got 
the holidays 


Holiday Shopp in g Solutions 

• 1CCU Credit Cards 

-with ScoreCard Rewards! 

• Easy Access Lines of Credit 

• Low-Rate Signature Loans 

• VISA Gift & Travel Cards 


ICCU AA/v 

Isabella Community 
Credit Union 


989.773.5927 • ICCUonline.com 

2400 Isabella Rd • 102 E Broadway • 2100 E Remus, Mt Pleasant 
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Charley, the “pride” 



si Entertainment 


of country music, returns to sold-out Soaring Eagle venue 



The pride of Sledge, Miss, delights 
the sold-out crowd of 
country western fans. 


JOSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

It is always refreshing to 
see a living legend perform 
at the Soaring Eagle Casino 
& Resort regardless of the 
genre of music. On Sept. 26, 
Charley Pride, the pride of 
country music, made his fifth 
visit and was welcomed by an 
appreciative audience. 

It’s no surprise this coun- 
try music superstar is revered 
by his musical peers and 
adored by millions of fans 
around the globe. His golden 
baritone voice has spanned 
the generations. 

In 1952, Pride was selected 
to play baseball with the Negro 
American League’s Memphis 
Red Sox as pitcher. Pride often 
sang and played guitar on the 
team bus between ballparks. 

From his 70 million 
records sold, his 1999 star 
on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame and his induction in 
the Nashville Country Music 
Hall of Fame, this son of a 
Mississippi sharecropper has 
a lot to be proud of. 


Pride went through a cata- 
logue of hits that included 
“Crystal Chandeliers”, “Kiss 
an Angel Good Morning”, 
“Is Anyone Going to San 
Antone” and “Kaw-Liga.” 

Pride shared a moment back- 
stage with the Tribal Observer 
and gave some insight. 


“Both sides of my 
family have Indian 
blood, too, and I 
look at it like singing 
about myself,” Pride 
said. “It’s like when 
people look at me 
as African... I’m an 
American and with 
‘Kaw-Liga’, I am 
singing a song about 
Americans.” 

Pride also per- 
formed fan favor- 
ites “Honky Tonk 
Blues”, “You Win 
Again” and an entire 
gospel music medley 
that garnered much 
applause. 

Tribal Elder Alfie 
Jenkins remembers 
his time performing 
at the Grand Old Opry 
and on the television 
show “Hee Haw”, and really 
enjoyed his performance. 

“I was especially touched 
by the song he sang about 
America,” Jenkins said. “It 
warmed my heart knowing 
that people feel the same way 
I do about our country. Charley 
mentioned he was very proud to 


be an American and made me 
realize that we need to stand up 
for what we believe. I think we 
should all take our hats off to 
Charley Pride.” 

Wayne Kirby of Mount 
Pleasant took his teenage 
daughter Rossi to her first coun- 
try concert and she loved it. 

“My dad has met Charley 
Pride when he came to the 
casino before,” Rossi said. 
“My dad said he hasn't 
changed; he is such a kind and 
down-to-earth man. He makes 
you feel like you have known 
him for years in just a matter 
of minutes. My dad would sing 
me his music when I was little 
so getting to meet him after all 
this time was a great experi- 
ence for me and I am so glad 
I got to share it with my dad.” 

American country musi- 
cian Neal McCoy recently did 
a 2014 limited release with 
Cracker Barrel Country Stores 
entitled “Neal McCoy’s Pride: 
A Tribute to Charley Pride”. 

After his May 11, 2015 
show at SECR, McCoy gave 
Pride a shout out. 

“Charley told me years ago, 
‘Neal, if you put on a great show 


and be nice to people, you’ll 
last a long time in this busi- 
ness’,” McCoy said. “I adopted 
that. And it has worked. It cer- 
tainly did for him. So, thank 
you, Charley Pride.” 

Pride mentioned McCoy 
toured with him for six years 
and was moved by his kind 
words and his tribute album. 

“My wife was very instru- 
mental in Neal getting a 
recording contract and I was 
very pleased about that,” Pride 
said. “He is one fine young fel- 
low and I will always remem- 
ber those shows he opened for 
me. He would do his show then 
watch me in the wings and 
watch how I would sing and 
try to steal my moves.” 

Midland resident Ed 
Woollard saw Pride a couple 
years back at SECR. 

“He actually sang about 90 
percent of the time while he was 
on stage,” Woollard said. “We 
have a lot of country bands that 
play in Midland, but we don’t 
get the performers like Charley 
over there. That’s why my 
family comes here to Soaring 
Eagle, because we like. . . coun- 
try the way it used to be.” 


live show brings prizes and excitement 


“Let’s Make 

J OSEPH V. SOW MICK 

Photojournalist 

The promise of loads of prizes 
and tons of cash got contestants 
to wear Halloween apparel early 
as “Let’s Make A Deal” visits 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort 
for two live shows on Oct. 24. 

The game show started in 
1963 with host Monty Hall, 
brought renowned game show 
host Mark L. Walberg. 

Walberg was the host of 
PBS‘s highest rated primetime 
show “Antiques Roadshow” 
and the Fox network hit real- 
ity shows “Temptation Island” 
and “Moment of Truth”. 

Walberg was pleasantly sur- 
prised by the excitement of the 
crowd as he listened backstage 
while announcer Phil Moore 
warmed up the contestants. 


A Deal” 

“I, just like many of the peo- 
ple here, grew up with the show 
and it was a background of our 
lives,” Walberg said. “ ‘Let’s 
Make A Deal’ and ‘The Price 
Is Right’ are shows that evolve 
because of their popularity. 
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Jason Eckert and Holly 
White celebrated a special 
occasion as they were 
ready to win prizes. 


From the legends Monty Hall 
to Wayne Brady, the show has 
gone up another notch, and I 
am lucky to fill half of those 
shoes. I know I can’t fill them 
entirely, but we try to do the live 
show with the Monty Hall clas- 
sic game mixed with the Wayne 
Brady fun. I’m thrilled to be a 
part of it.” 

Walberg complimented the 
energy the costumed contes- 
tants brought to the game. 

“The only reason I come 
out from doing the television 
stuff that I do, and do these 
live shows, is it’s the only 
time I get to play with a live 
audience with some unpre- 
dictability,” Walberg said. 
“The people here at Soaring 
Eagle did not disappoint and 
Phil and I had a blast.” 

Auburn contestant Jason 
Eckert brought his fiancee Holly 


White were dressed as smurfs 
and ready to guess what prizes 
were behind door number three. 

“This is my first time going to 
a ‘Let’s Make A Deal’ show and 
it was a good way to celebrate 


my birthday with Holly,” Eckert 
said. “This is my first time to a 
Soaring Eagle show and we’re 
here to have a good time, a few 
laughs and ready to win some 
cash and prizes.” 



Game show host Mark L. Walberg points out that he is 
ready to deal out a new car. 


Laughs abound as charismatic comedian Cedric the Entertainer visits SECR 


M ATTHEW WRIGH T 

Staff Writer 

The Soaring Eagle Casino 
& Resort hosted one of the 
biggest names in comedy 
Thursday, Sept. 17, as Cedric 
the Entertainer took his crowd- 
pleasing performance to the 
Entertainment Hall stage. 

Born Cedric Antonio Kyles 
in Jefferson City, Mo., the 
actor, comedian and director is 
best known as his stage name 
Cedric the Entertainer. 

Cedric has had a remarkable 
career spanning television, 
film and live performances. 

According to the www. 
iamcedric.com biography, he 
has had several stints hosting 


television shows including “It's 
Showtime at the Apollo”, BET's 
“ComicView”, “Def Comedy 
Jam” and the hit game show “Who 
Wants to Be a Millionaire?” 

One of the defining roles of 
his early career came in 1996 
while co-starring with Steve 
Harvey on The WB sitcom, 
“The Steve Harvey Show”. 
Later in 1997, Harvey and 
Cedric joined forces with fel- 
low comedians D.L. Hughley 
and the late Bernie Mac for the 
“Kings of Comedy” tour. 

No stranger to Hollywood, 
Cedric has also appeared in 
nearly 40 films. 

His acting career includes 
roles in the “Barbershop” 
series, “Madagascar”, “Planes” 


“Johnson Family Vacation”, 
“Be Cool” and “Larry Crowne”, 
alongside Tom Hanks and 
Julia Roberts. 

Cedric proved his moniker 
to be fitting of his stand-up per- 
formances. Sharply dressed and 
sporting a contagious smile, 
the comedian got the audience 
going while proving he was 
equally adept at singing, danc- 
ing and slinging jokes. 

He put his no-nonsense 
twist on a variety of topics 
including current social and 
political issues, family life and 
everyday situations. 

Cedric delved into his per- 
sonal life while sharing a story 
of an encounter in the southern 
U.S. while visiting a relative. 


After meeting his cousin’s 
friend, he asked what he would 
like to be called. A breakdown in 
communication and 
difference in accents 
led him to mess up 
the friend’s name. 

“This guy told 
you to call him 
‘by my initials’,” 

Cedric’s cousin said. 

“You’ve been walk- 
ing around calling 
him ‘Bominitions’ 
for days.” 

For more infor- 
mation on upcoming 
shows at the Soaring 
Eagle Casino & 

Resort, visit its 
website at www. 


soaringeaglecasino.com, “Like” 
its Facebook page or add the 
Twitter handle Soaringeagle777. 
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Cedric the Entertainer delivers one 
of his humorous punchlines. 
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Fun run and walk brings 121 participants out on the Rez 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

The 121 Run on the Rez participants take off at the Tribal Operations parking lot starting line. 


N ATALIE SH ATTUCK 

Editor 

This year’s “Run on the Rez” 
brought in 121 participants. 

All runners or walkers lined 
up at the starting line in the 
Tribal Operations parking lot 
for the fun 10 a.m. race on 
Saturday, Oct. 10. 

With DJ Lupe Gonzalez's 
music pumping, runners took off 
to Survivor’s “Eye of the Tiger”. 

Registrants received a mois- 
ture wick long sleeve shirt; a 
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Dajia Shinos, 16-year- 
old Mount Pleasant High 
School junior, sprints to 
the finish line. 


healthy lunch; and a unique 
arrowhead award, crafted by 
David Salisbury, for crossing 
the finish line. 

Prior to the race, 2 to 5 year 
olds could compete in a 30-meter 
dash. Each child participant 
received a miniature trophy. 

Jayme Green, Nimkee 
Fitness coordinator, organizes 
the annual Run on the Rez. 

“My favorite part of the Run 
on the Rez is observing and 
talking to people as they finish 
the race,” Green said. “Seeing 
the hard work and determina- 
tion pay off as they complete 
the run is so inspiring. 

“I also love seeing fami- 
lies come out and participate, 
instilling the value of physical 
activity together and enjoying 
themselves,” she said. “We 
had babies in strollers all the 
way up to 80 year olds enjoy- 
ing a beautiful, fall fun run.” 


Sheligh Jackson, SCIT 
Member and Andahwod 
administrative assistant II, 
joined Nimkee ’s Beginners’ 
Running Group in August. 

In past years, Jackson said she 
would test out the running group 
and quit after the second or third 
week, out of the eight weeks. 

“This time, I made the 
classes a priority and sched- 
uled it into my weekly rou- 
tine,” Jackson said. “I prepared 
myself by attending running 
class twice a week, walking/ 
running at home, and just not 
giving up and quitting when I 
felt like it.” 

This year, Jackson finished 
her first 5K, and ran it in 33 
minutes and 42 seconds. 

“Crossing the finish line 
was an awesome feeling,” 
Jackson said. “At first, I actu- 
ally signed up for the one mile 
fun run/walk because I wasn’t 


really feeling confident enough 
to do the entire 5K. The day of 
the race, I got a lot of encour- 
agement from other people in 
the class to just go for it and 
do the 5K.” 

Due to construction along 
Leaton Road, this year’s 
course was re-routed. 

Green said that alteration 
was a benefit. 

“Many participants com- 
mented that they appreciated 
this new route better than the 
old one,” she said. 

Jackson said the course 
wasn’t too problematic. 

“We ran through the trails, 
and part of the 5K course, dur- 
ing running class, so I knew 
what to expect,” she said. 

During this occasion, 
Nimkee Fitness partnered with 
Gina Borushko and Estaban 
Rivera of the Migizi Promotion 
department for a family fun 
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Nimkee Fitness Center 
Attendant Andrew “Bear” 
Raphael holds up the 2015 
arrowhead award. 

day containing a photo booth 
and bounce house. 

Green wished to thank the 
Nimkee Fitness staff: Sharon 
Peters, Vanessa Sprague, Bear 
Raphael, Tommy Chamberlain 
and Jaden Harman for setting up, 
tearing down, and serving lunch. 

Many volunteers, Tribal 
Police and Tribal Operations 
Maintenance department 
assisted. 

Rosie Wassegijig and Cindy 
Quigno served as the soup 
makers and kitchen organizers. 

“It definitely takes the com- 
munity to make this even run 
smooth, successful and enjoy- 
able,” Green said. “I truly 
love this event and hope that 
it brings health and wellness 
awareness to all involved.” 


Twentieth annual life-saving event honored: Feather Link Tea 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

Back in October 1996 dur- 
ing Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month, the first Feather Link 
Tea occurred with a small group 
of women in hopes of increasing 
awareness to the Tribal commu- 
nity on the importance of wom- 
en’s annual health screenings. 

This year, the 20th annual 
Feather Link Tea was hosted in the 
packed Black River Room in the 
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort. 
Roughly 90 people attended. 

The Nimkee Memorial 
Wellness Center Women’s Health 
presents the annual celebration. 

Judy Davis, healthy start grant 
coordinator, is devoted to the 
event each year. She begins plan- 
ning a year in advance. 

Jenna Wilcox, Nimkee wom- 
en’s health coordinator, pro- 
vided opening remarks along 
with statistics. 

“Breast cancer is the third 
leading cause of death in 


Native American women,” 
Wilcox said. 

Daisy Kostus provided a 
prayer for loved ones who have 
passed on, and the Women of 
Traditions singing group per- 
formed to honor the event. 

Char Hewitt, originator of the 
Feather Link Tea and Margaret 
Steslicki, Medical Clinic director 
and originator of the Feather Link 
Tea were both guest speakers. 

Hewitt said “the Feather Link 
Program is history in the making” 
for women’s health. The event 
idea came to her when she was 
thinking of what she could do to 
encourage women to have their 
annual screenings. 

She said the event has helped 
saved lives because women 
detected cancer early. 

“Thank you Judy and 
Margaret,” she said. “Thank you 
for letting me shape our story and 
its truly successful outcome.” 

Steslicki discussed the past 
events to recognize National 
Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month including signing a 


feather link scroll, creating 
baskets while learning about 
breast and cervical cancer. 

A few years ago, a “Basket of 
Hope” was woven throughout the 
year and personalized by women 
who completed their annual 
health screening, Steslicki said. 

Steslicki discussed Nimkee 
Clinic’s statistical goals 
for women who get their 
mammograms. 

“When we started the Breast 
and Cervical Cancer Control 
Program (BCCCP) in 1995, 
our medical records indicated 
only four women had docu- 
mented mammograms,” she 
said. “Today, approximately 
55 percent of the women we 
see at Nimkee have had their 
recommended screening mam- 
mograms. In the last two years, 
we have had 342 mammograms 
documented. We have met the 
Indian Health Service goal of 
55 percent but we need to con- 
tinue to do better. This is where 
the Feather Link comes in.” 

Steslicki said it is possible for 
men to also be diagnosed with 
breast cancer and shares her 
advice on screenings. 

“Support other women: 
Help with transportation, go 
to screenings or mammogram 
appointments, provide emo- 
tional support and informa- 
tion on screenings,” she said. 
“Encourage your husbands, 
boyfriends, sons, brothers, 
uncles to make an appointment 
for their annual screening. Make 
a difference... commit to your 
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These cancer survivors were honored during the 20th annual 
Feather Link Tea, presented by Nimkee Memorial Wellness 
Center’s Women’s Health program. 


annual screening and encourage 
others. Early detection can save 
your life and the lives of your 
loved ones.” 

“nDigiDreams”, a woman- 
owned, indigenous-focused train- 
ing and consulting company from 
Santa Fe, N.M. traveled through- 
out the country to train and create 
stories amongst Native people on 
healing, survival, and resilience. 

The company trained more 
than 1,300 individuals from 
more than 80 tribal nations 
throughout 15 states. 

In September, nDigiDreams 
traveled to SCIT to help individu- 
als create three to four minute vid- 
eos sharing their stories, the fund- 
ing was provided by MDCH with 
support from ITC of Michigan. 

During Feather Link, indi- 
viduals shared their nDigiDreams 
videos in hopes to increase health 
education and advocacy about 
cancer and cardiovascular disease 
in Native peoples. 

Daisy Kostus, Sandy Smith, 
Beatrice Jackson, Barb Sprague, 
Linda Smith and Suzanne Cross 


created videos and their narra- 
tives were viewed. 

With various items donated 
into the silent auction, more than 
$ 1 ,000 was raised for Community 
Cancer Services. 

Davis wished to thank vari- 
ous individuals including the 
“registration and auction table 
guardians for their help: Nettie 
White, Sharon Peters, Helen 
Williams, Robyn Grinzinger 
and Sandi Chesebrough.” 
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Char Hewitt, originator 
of the Feather Link Tea, 
discusses how the 
event began. 
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SCIT joins other Michigan 


JOSEPH V. SOW MICK 

Photojournalist 

A media campaign urg- 
ing Native Americans to get 
healthy for the ones they love 
launched Sept. 26 in seven cit- 
ies throughout Michigan. 

The “What Moves You?” cam- 
paign features inspiring images of 
Native American parents exercis- 
ing with their children, highlight- 
ing family responsibility and 
mentorship as motivation for 
being more physically active. 

The goal is to reduce the 
risk for chronic diseases while 
improving long-term health. 

Six federally-recognized tribes 
in Michigan and the Nimkee 
Memorial Wellness Center will 
distribute campaign materials 
and use “What Moves You?” to 
encourage their communities to 


become more physically active. 

Participating tribes include 
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe, the Nottawaseppi Huron 
Band of the Potawatomi, the 
Little Traverse Bay Bands of 
Odawa Indians, the Keweenaw 
Bay Indian Community, the 
Hannahville Indian Community, 
the Bay Mills Indian Community 
and American Indian Health and 
Family Services. 

SCIT contributed by recruit- 
ing and locating two local com- 
munity members who modeled 
for one of the campaign ads. The 
ad shows a mother and daughter 
running on a track. 

SCIT Tribal Member 
Marilee Fleming is featured in 
the campaign. 

“Diabetes affects Native 
Americans more than 
people from other racial 
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tribes in “What Moves You?” campaign 


backgrounds,” Fleming said. 
“Knowing that exercise can 
curb the onset of diabetes, or 
even prevent it, inspired me to 
get myself and my kids active 
so the chances of any of us 
developing this disease would 
be minimized. Plus, our bodies 
were designed to move and it’s 
something fun my family can 
all do together, for free.” 

Walt Kennedy, Nimkee 
Public Health director, supports 
the program, and his staff ran 
an office fitness challenge from 
Sept. 28 to Oct. 16 to encour- 
age an active lifestyle in the 
workplace. 

“Physical fitness plays an 
important role in the overall 
health and wellbeing of all com- 
munity members and employ- 
ees,” Kennedy said. “On behalf 
of our Public Health staff, we 


encourage everyone to take part 
in the ‘What Moves You’ cam- 
paign and make physical activ- 
ity an important part of your 
daily routine.” 

The ads appear online and 
locally on billboards, at con- 
venience stores and in various 
publications. 

All of the materials will 
point to the campaign website, 
MoveMoreNow.org, which 
outlines Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) 
physical activity recommen- 
dations and highlights differ- 
ent types of activities to do 
year-round. 

It also includes local fit- 
ness resources in cities around 
Michigan where the participat- 
ing tribes are located. 

The campaign is part of the 
Racial and Ethnic Approaches 


to Community Health (REACH) 
Journey to Wellness initiative, a 
multi-year effort led by the Inter- 
Tribal Council of Michigan 
(ITC) that seeks to improve the 
health and quality of life for 
Native Americans in Michigan 
who suffer from exceedingly 
high rates of chronic disease 
morbidity and mortality. 

“Tribal public health infra- 
structure is strengthened when 
each agency adopts local, cultur- 
ally tailored strategies to address 
chronic disease,” said Cathy 
Edgerly, ITC REACH program 
coordinator. “Their strategies 
include those focused on form- 
ing healthy habits like regular 
exercise and nutritious eating in 
an integrated holistic model.” 

The project is funded by 
CDC and the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services. 


Let food be your medicine: Food has the power to nourish, protect, and heal your body 


(Editors note: The follow- 
ing article comes from the July 
2015 Environmental Nutrition 
by Carrie Dennett, MPH, RDN, 
and reprinted with permission . 
This has been submitted by SCIT 
Nutritionist Sally Van Cise, RDN) 

In Fourth Century BCE, the 
Greek physician Hippocrates 
authored the famous oath, 
“Let food be thy medicine and 
medicine be thy food.” We 
now know that foods like ber- 
ries, green tea, and mushrooms 
are more than just a delicious 
source of energy — the nutrients 
inside can indeed be powerful 
medicine to help prevent and 
even manage disease. 

Synergy in foods. Unlike 
drugs, foods are not isolated 
substances. Every food we eat 
contains a symphony of vita- 
mins, minerals and phytochemi- 
cals (plant compounds that may 
reduce the risk of disease) that 
interact to help fend off disease. 

Mary Purdy, MS, RDN, a 
private practice dietitian and 
adjunct clinical faculty member 
at Bastyr University in Seattle 
said, “Without sufficient amounts 
of these nutrients, the body sim- 
ply cannot operate at full capac- 
ity; our function is impaired and 
chronic disease can result.” 

Kathie Madonna Swift, MS, 
RDN, LDN, education director 
of the Food As Medicine train- 
ing program at the Center for 
Mind-Body Medicine and author 
of The Swift Diet, said sunflower 



Cranberries may aid in the 
prevention of infections. 

seeds are an example of a food 
that may help protect against 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

“They contain the family of 
vitamin E compounds that are 
important for brain health,” 
Swift said. “Popping a vitamin 
E pill does not afford the same 
protection — the whole food 
does it best.” 

The power of dietary patterns. 
Numerous studies have identified 
dietary patterns that consistently 
decrease our risk for chronic dis- 
ease. For example, diets high in 
fruits, vegetables, whole grains 
and other plant foods — such 
as the Mediterranean diet — are 
associated with a reduced risk of 
inflammation, cardiovascular dis- 
ease and certain cancers. 

When the 2015 Dietary 
Guidelines Advisory Committee 
looked at dietary patterns that 
prevent disease, the evidence 
consistently showed that diets 
rich in vegetables and fruits, such 
as Mediterranean and vegetarian 
diet patterns, are linked to lower 
rates of chronic disease. 

Foods with medicinal benefits. 


While many plant foods have 
been linked with health, here 
are some of the most promising 
disease-busting foods you should 
include in your diet. 

Berries: Blackberries, blue- 
berries, raspberries and strawber- 
ries are a rich source of numerous 
phytochemicals that research sug- 
gests have a variety of positive 
effects on human health, includ- 
ing reducing chronic inflamma- 
tion and cancer risk. 

Broccoli: Broccoli and 

other cruciferous vegetables 
(Brussels sprouts, cabbage, cau- 
liflower, kale, mustard greens, 
rutabaga, Swiss chard, turnips, 
watercress) contain a number 
of phytonutrients that have been 
shown to reduce inflammation 
and oxidative stress, which 
has benefits for cardiovascular 
health, healthy blood sugar and 
cancer prevention. 

Cinnamon: Swift cites cinna- 
mon for its blood sugar-balancing 
attributes, even with just half a 
teaspoon a day. 

Cranberries: Research sug- 
gests that cranberries may pre- 
vent urinary tract infections, 
possibly because they prevent 
bacteria from adhering to cells 
inside the bladder. Opt for pure 
cranberry juice, rather than juices 
adulterated with other juices and 
sweeteners. 

Fish: The omega-3 fatty acids 
in fish have anti-inflammatory 
properties. The American Heart 
Association recommends eating 
at least two 3.5-ounce servings 


Nimkee Fitness Center Group Exercise Schedule November 2015 


Time 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

8 a.m. 

Aqua Fit 
Sharon 


Aqua Fit 
Sharon 


Aqua Fit 
Sharon 

12:10 p.m. 

Muscle Makin' 
Monday - Jaden 

Suspension 
Training - Jayme 

Warrior 

Wednesday - Jaden 

Fat Blast 

Jayme 


1:10 p.m. 



Fat Blast 

Jayme 


Turbo Kick 

Beth 

5:10 p.m. 

Intermediate 
Running - Jayme 

Kick & Step 

Jeni 




5:30 p.m. 



Belly Dance 
Deanna 




of fatty fish each week, such as 
salmon or black cod, to help pre- 
vent cardiovascular disease. 

Fermented foods: Swift 
and Purdy are both fans of 
fermented and cultured foods 
(yogurt, kefir, sauerkraut, kim- 
chi, tempeh, and miso) to sup- 
port digestive function and a 
healthy immune system. 

Garlic: According to the 
American Institute for Cancer 
Research, there is probable 
evidence that garlic and other 
members of the allium family 
(onions, leeks, shallots, scal- 
lions) reduce the risk of devel- 
oping common cancers. 

Ginger and turmeric: Swift 
likes these spice relatives for 
their anti-inflammatory and 
analgesic (pain-relieving) prop- 
erties. Ginger also can help ease 
nausea and vomiting. 

Green tea: The phytochemi- 
cal EGCG (epigallocatechin gal- 
late) in green tea has been shown 
to have some anti-cancer and 
anti-inflammatory effects, and 
may have heart health benefits. 
Swift points out that its antioxi- 
dant quality also may help protect 
the skin from sun damage. 

Shiitake mushrooms: In 
human studies, shiitakes have 
demonstrated anti-cancer, 

immune boosting, and choles- 
terol-lowering properties. 

Nuts: “Numerous studies have 
shown nuts to be helpful for car- 
diovascular function and healthy 
blood sugar and weight levels,” 
Purdy said. “Plus, they are super 
transportable and can be thrown 
into just about everything, from 



Shiitake mushrooms have 
many medicinal benefits. 

yogurt, smoothies, and cereals to 
salads, soups, and stir fries.” 

Nutrients combat disease: 
One of the first confirmations 
of food as medicine came in the 
1700s with the observation that 
sailors who ate citrus fruit were 
able to avoid scurvy. That con- 
nection led to the discovery of 
vitamin C (scurvy is caused by 
vitamin C deficiency) some 200 
years later, ushering in an era 
of discovery about connections 
between nutrients and diseases. 

Gene-Diet Interactions: The 
mapping of the human genome 
has opened the door to personal- 
ized nutrition, which someday 
may move us from “you are what 
you eat” to “how to eat for who 
you are.” The emerging field of 
nutrigenomics looks at the con- 
nection between our genes, the 
nutrients in the foods we eat, 
and our health. “Food contains 
a unique portfolio of bioac- 
tive ingredients that inform our 
genes to express health,” says 
Swift. In other words, if com- 
pounds in broccoli can stop a 
cancer-promoting gene from 
expressing itself, eating lots of 
broccoli may be truly “medici- 
nal” for people with that gene. 
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. Pleasant, Ml • 1.877.2.EAGLE.2 • SoaringEagleCasino.com ^ ^ 10 ) 


WIN YOUR SHARE OF 

IN CASH & PRIZES 


WEEKLY GRAND PRIZES! 

EVERY FRIDAY! NOW-DEC 23 

Love Fridays even more! One lucky person each 
hour will win $500 in Premium Play, $500 in cash plus 
500 bonus entries for our grand prize drawing. Every 
Friday, we’ll be giving away your choice of grand 
prizes including: 

A NEW CAR A NEW SNOWMOBILE 
MALL OF AMERICA TRIP FOR 4 & SHOPPING SPREE 
ART VAN FURNITURE SHOPPING SPREE 
$2 1 ,000 TRAVEL VOUCHER $ 1 0,000 CASH AND MORE 

HOURLY DRAWINGS 7PM-10PM 
WEEKLY GRAND PRIZE DRAWING 1 1 PM 






CASH IN ON YOUR SHARE OF OVER 

$ 24,000 IN CASH! 

FRIDAYS IN NOVEMBER 

This November, winning is in the cards. “Cards for 
Cash” is the classic Hi-Lo card game where you 
guess if a card is higher or lower than the one we’re 
showing. If you guess right, you keep winning— up 
to $1 ,200 in cash! It all leads up to our huge $5,000 
Grand Prize drawing! 

HOURLY DRAWINGS 6PM-9PM 
GRAND PRIZE DRAWING NOV. 27 


$aganing 

k ^ Jlagles Jjmding 

Casino' 

Standish, Ml • 1.888.7.EAGLE.7 • Saganing-EaglesLanding.com 


THE MIDWEST’S 
LARGEST BINGO HALLI 

OVER $25,000 IN 
PAYOUTS EACH DAY! 

EVERY WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY 
MORNING, AFTERNOON & 
EVENING SESSIONS 
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Elders 


SCA students excel as guest servers at Andahwod Elders Breakfast 


JOSEPH V. SOW MICK 

Photojournalist 

Opportunities abound on how 
one can serve their Tribe and on 
Sept. 23, the Saginaw Chippewa 
Academy students did just that. 

The Andahwod Community 
Continuing Care & Elder Services 
welcomed SCA as guest serv- 
ers at the bi-monthly Andahwod 
Elders Breakfast. 

SCA Fourth Grade Teacher 
Jessica Siefka and Teacher 
Assistant Scott Saboo helped 
supervise nine SCA fourth-grad- 
ers and they served beverages and 
shared their heartfelt smiles and 
enthusiasm with the Elders. 

SCIT Education Director and 
Interim SCA Principal Melissa 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Smiles are all around as 
Andahwod Line Cook Jodi Sysak 
places hairnets on students. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal youth Bruno is wear- 
ing his gloves while serving 
orange juice to the elders. 

Montoya said the theme for the 
2015-2016 school year is com- 
munity engagement. 

“The Tribal Education 
Department realizes we play 
a significant role in develop- 
ing our future Tribal leaders,” 
Montoya said. “Part of 
being a good Tribal leader 
is serving your commu- 
nity and engaging with 
your Elders... Miigwetch 
to all the Andahwod staff 
for allowing our students 
this opportunity.” 

Senior Assisted Living 
Administrator Gayle Ruhl 
enjoyed watching the inter- 
action between her staff as 
the youth listened carefully 
to their instructions. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


SCA student Zoey finds 
out the hard way that 
putting on hairnets isn’t 
always easy. 

“It was neat to see the stu- 
dent volunteers helping with the 
Elder’s Breakfast and to see the 
younger generation assist the 
Elders,” Ruhl said. “The students 
were polite, courteous and very 
respectful of the Elders and com- 
munity members they served. I 
am glad they did so well in school 
that they had the opportunity to 
share Elder’s Breakfast. . . It was 
an honor to have them here and 
they are always welcome.” 

Andahwod Line Cook Jodi 
Sysak instructed the students on 
serving food in a correct manner 
by wearing gloves and a hairnet. 

“I think the Elders really 
enjoyed it, but I think the kids 
enjoyed it more,” Sysak said. “I 


Alzheimer’s Foundation of America 
declares National Memory Screening Week 


(Editor s note: The following arti- 
cle is from the National Memory 
Screening Program: An initiative 
of the Alzheimer s Foundation of 
America. The article is available 
online at nationalmemoryscreen- 
ing, org. This has been submitted 
by Andahwod Continuing Care 
Community & Elder Services.) 

The Alzheimer Foundation of 
America has designated Nov. 
1-7, 2015 as National Memory 
Screening Week. If you are hav- 
ing problems with your mem- 
ory, it could be a physical issue 
that needs to be treated. 


If you are diagnosed with 
memory loss, it is beneficial to 
find out early, because in some 
situations there is medication 
that can slow the progression 
of the disease. Talk to your 
doctor, about your concerns. 

Warning signs of dementia: 

• Trouble with new memories 

• Relying on memory helpers 

• Trouble finding words 

• Struggling to complete 
familiar actions 

• Confusion about time, place 
or people 

• Misplacing familiar objects 


• Onset of new depression or 
irritability 

• Making bad decisions 

• Personality changes 

• Loss of interest in impor- 
tant responsibilities 

• Seeing or hearing things 

• Expressing false beliefs 

If you are a family member 
and are noticing changes in your 
loved one, you are also encour- 
aged to talk with their doctor. 
The doctor may not be able to 
talk to you, about your loved 
one, because of HIPPA (the med- 
ical privacy act) but can initiate 
a screening with your loved one. 


Thanksgiving Dinner 

Thursday, Nov. 19, 2015 

Andahwod | 4:30 or 5:30 p.m. 

Choose your dinner time and sign up at front office 
• 12 & older: $10 *12 & under $7 


Menu 


Tossed Salad, Dinner 
Rolls, Roasted Turkey, 
Green Bean Casserole, 
Vegetable Medley, 
Mashed Potato & 
Gravy, Whipped Sweet 
Potatoes, Traditional 
Stuffing, Cranberry 
Relish, Pumpkin Pie, 
Beverage Station 





Andahwod CCC & ES Events - 

November 2015 

Euchre 

Veterans & Elders Breakfast 

Thanksgiving Dinner 

Mondays I 6 p.m. 

Nov. 1019 a.m. 

Nov. 19 I 4:30 or 5:30 p.m. 

• Contact: 989.775.4300 

• Contact: 989.775.4300 

• $10 for ages 12 and older 


• Free for all Veterans and SCIT Elders 

• $7 for ages 12 and under 

Jewelry with Kay 


•Contact: 989.775.4302 

Nov. 3 I 1 p.m. 

Frankenmuth Day Trip 


• Contact : 989.775.4302 

Nov. 1 2 I Leaving at 9 a.m. 

Elders Breakfast 


• Returning at 5 p.m. 

Nov. 25 1 9 a.m. 

Language Bingo 

• Limited seating 

• Contact: 989.775.4300 

Nov. 5 1 1 p.m. 

• Call 989. 775.4302 for more info 


• Contact: 989.775.4302 

and pricing. 

** Activities and events are subject to change. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


SCA Fourth-Grade Teacher Jessica Siefka and Teacher 
Assistant Scott Saboo took their students to Andahwod. 


even had one of the little guys say 
he wanted to live here and I told 
him he had to be 50. And then he 
looked at me and said ‘that’s old. ’ I 
thought everyone had a great time 
and the kids were really eager to 
help. We really appreciated them 


coming a lot and we hope they 
can come back again.” 

Participating guest server stu- 
dents were Raymond, Quenten, 
Tawny, Zoey, Felicia, Caden, 
Bruno, Josh and Calijah. 


Andahwod/ Elder Services Raffle 


Andahwod/Elder Services will be selling raffle tickets 
soon for a snow blower, Smart TV, and a $400 VISA 
gift card. Drawing will be at the last Elders Breakfast 
of November. All proceeds from the raffle goes 
towards elder activities. Tickets will be available at 
Andahwod. Miigwetch for your anticipated support! 


NOVEMBER 2015 

Tribal Elder Birthdays 


1 Maurice DeMeyere 

2 Delores Drews, Robin 
Grippi, Robert Henry, 
Thomas Russell 

3 Barbara Chapoton, 

Joni DeLaCruz 

4 Bernard Sprague, David 
Bearden, Rose Clouse, 
Minnie Periard, 

Valerie Zocher 

5 David Detzler 

6 David Anderson, Kathleen 
Hart, Richard Rodriguez, 
Lawrent Cabay, Esperanza 
Jaquez, Paul Johnson, 
Marcie Lewis, Susan 
Smielewski, Kenneth 
Watson III, 

Naomi Waynee 

7 Donald Bordeau, Judith 
Ramirez, James Ritter 

8 Clara Jackson 

9 Karen Bonnau, Marshall 
Jackson, Pamela Kropp, 
Lawrence Mena, Gladys 
Sheahan, Frank Synder 

1 0 Irving Graveratte, 

Simon Perez 

1 2 Marclay Crampton, 
Michael Cyr, Lenore 
Davis, Jack Ice, 

Kenneth Maloney 

13 Stuart Jackson, 

Barbara Johnson 

14 Delores Stillson 

1 5 Peggy Vliek, Robert Bates, 
Cindy Pries 


1 6 Kathy Barber, Randy 
Dutton, Michael Finney 
Jody Wojcik 

1 7 Phillip Peters Jr., 

Laurie Pease 

1 8 Terry Bonnema, Brenda 
Stanton, Mark Stigger 

1 9 Faith Carmona-Pego, 
Beverly Vasquez, 
Christopher Williams, 
Bernice Nelson, 

Henrietta Malone 

20 Jo Ann Bowen, 

Kathryn Moran 

21 Allen Pego Sr., 

V iola N ahgahgwon 

22 Clayton Nedwash Sr. 

23 Bertha Collins 

24 Corrinna O’Leary 

25 Robert Burnham, Laura 
Meffert, Donald Miljure 

26 Jo Kathleen Sprague, 
Barbara Fridline, Valorie 
Semmens, Sidney Stone 

27 William Snowden, 
Amanda Nahgahgwon, 
Stephen Randall 

2 8 Wayne Watson S r. , 
Norman Cyr Jr., Carolyn 
Fisher, Angela Gomez, 
Daniel Kirby 

29 Valerie Querback 

30 Darlene Chippewa, Daisy 
Kendall, Chris Pego, 
William Cross, 

Barbara Garcia 
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< NOVEMBER 2015 EVENT PLANNER > 


Women's Tradition Society 

November 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 | 5 -6:30p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4879 

Jake and Mary Pine: Traditional Practitioner 

November 2, 3 | 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

• Location: Seventh Generation 

• To make appointment: 989-775-4787 

Al-Anon Family Group Meeting 

November 3, 10, 17, 24 | 5 p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-3742 

• Strength and hope for friends and families of 
problem drinkers. 

Youth Council Meet & Greet 

November 10 | 5 - 7 p.m. 

• Location: Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

• Contact: 989-775-4506 

• Interested youth are invited to meet Youth 
Council Candidates. 

Yellow Shawl Project 

November 10 | 5:30 -7:30 p.m. 

• Location: Nimkee Public Health Kitchen 

• Contact: 989-775-4621 

• Please come and make your own, all materials provided. 

• Activities for children, dinner provided. 

• Topics: SIDS and Breastfeeding. 

Emergency Planning Community Training 

November 17 | 5 - 7:30p.m. 

• Location: Nimkee Public Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4621 

• How to emergency plan for kids. 


Women's Support Group 

November 17 | 5:30- 7p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4896 

Fall Feast 

November 18 | 5:30- 7:30p.m. 

• Location: Seventh Generation 

• Contact: 989-775-4780 

Housing Financial Workshop 

November 19 1 12p.m. 

• Location: Housing Conference Room 

• Contact: 989-775-4552 

Fifth and Sixth Grade Basketball Tryouts 

November 20 | 6-8 p.m. 

• Location: Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

• Contact: 989-775-4149 

• For boys and girls. 

Home for the Holidays Celebration 

November 23 | 6 p.m. 

• Location: Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

• Contact: 989-775-4149 

Digital Storytelling Workshop 

December 1 -3 | 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

• Location: Ziibiwing Cultural Center 

• Contact: 989-775-4893 

• Make a three to five minute movie 
about addiction recovery. 

nDigiFest Film Festival 

December 4 | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

• Location: Ziibiwing Cultural Center 

• Contact: 989-775-4893 

• Digital stories will be screened. 


ATTENTION 

Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 

Veteran & Warrior Society Members 

Now Recruiting New Members 


Meetings Will be Held 

The 1 st Tuesday of the Month in Seniors Room 
Time: 6 p.m. I For More Information: 775-4175 


You can Qllit! 

We can help! B|| 

1-800-QUIT-N0W II Ef ffl 
1-800-784-8669 

www.michigan.gov/tobacco !•*•••••!•« 

. • M A • A ** 

Funded by the Michigan Department of Community Health 


Services of the Quitline 


O Coaching-motivation and tips to help you quit 
O Educational materials 
O Referrals to local programs 
O Online coaching 
O Text-messaging 

O Free nicotine replacement therapy if you qualify 


i TRIBAL COMMUNITY CALENDAR NOVEMBER 2015 > 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY 


THURSDAY 


FRIDAY 


SAT. /SUN. 



3 | 


4 

Open Gym 

5 


6 | 

• 

• 

1 | 

7 | 


Women’s Traditions Society 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 

Anishinaabe Language Class 

Language Center | 6 - 7 p.m 


Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Traditional Teaching 

Saganing | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Parent Advisory Meeting 

SCA | 5 - 6 p.m. 


7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Anishinaabe Language Class 

Language Center | 6 - 7 p.m 


Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


8 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


10 


11 


12 


Sacred Fire Lunch 


13 


14 


Women’s Traditions Society 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 

Anishinaabe Language Class 

Language Center | 6 - 7 p.m 


Tribal Ops Closed 

Veterans Day 


7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

D. Dowd: Traditional Healing 

B. Health | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m 

Anishinaabe Language Class 

Language Center | 6 - 7 p.m 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 

D. Dowd: Sweat Lodge 

B. Health | 5 - 8 p.m 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


15 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


Tribal Observer 

Deadline | 3 p.m. 

Women’s Traditions Society 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 

Anishinaabe Language Class 

Language Center | 6 - 7 p.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Tribal Education Advisory 

Meeting | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Anishinaabe Language Class 

Language Center | 6 - 7 p.m 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


22 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


Women’s Traditions Society 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Grandmother Moon 

B. Health | 7 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 

Anishinaabe Language Class 

Language Center | 6 - 7 p.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 3:30-5 p.m. 


Tribal Ops Closed 

Thanksgiving 


Tribal Ops Closed 

Day After Thanksgiving 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


29 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


30 


Women’s Traditions Society 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, curhside collection 
will he delayed one day: 

• Thursday, Nov. 26 will be on Friday, Nov. 27 

• Friday, Nov. 27 will be Saturday, Nov. 28. 

Due to the Christmas holiday, curhside collection 
will he delayed one day: 

• Friday, Dec. 25 will be Saturday, Dec. 26. 


Talking 

Circle 


Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
Andahwod Maple Room 




For more information contact: Kim 989.289.3088, Roger 989.944.1937 


• SECR Payroll 
SCIT Per Capita 

• SCIT Payroll 

• Waste Collection* 

*Bins must be curbside by 6:30 a.m. 


Tribal departments: Our primary source for information is the Shared Network Community Calendar. You may access the Community Calendar by going onto the Shared-Drive 
and clicking on the Tribal Community Calendar. This is a very useful tool that we suggest everyone explore. Start by creating a shortcut, then adding an event, enjoy! 
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Observer Classifieds 


Tribal Observer Classifieds 


100 Employment 


To place your ad, call the Tribal Observer at 989-775-4010, Email: observer@sagchip.org, visit our office in Tribal Operations 
or mail to Tribal Observer, Attn.: Classified, 7070 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. Please have all submissions and 
payment in by deadline. Classified rates are $10 for 15 words or less, and 75 cents per additional word. Any thumbnail image 
costs an additional $15. Apply to job postings online at www.sagchip.org. * Job postings are subject to change daily. 


105 Lost and Found 
110 For Rent 
115 For Sale 
120 Announcements 


125 Miigwetch 
130 Services 
135 Events 
140 Giveaways 
145 Miscellaneous 


100 Employment 


Tribal 

Operations 


Social Services Supervisor 
Protective Services 

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in social work or re- 
lated field required. Master’s 
degree preferred. Four years 
experience in a human services 
setting and one year supervi- 
sory experience. Must have 
knowledge of applicable tribal 
and federal law as they pertain 
to tribal children and families. 

Secondary Language 
Immersion Specialist 

Open to the public. Must pos- 
sess required specialized 
unique skills include demon- 
strated fluency and knowledge 
of Anishinabe language ac- 
quisition, a clear understand- 
ing of immersion philosophy 
and two years experience 
teaching Anishinabemowin 
with children in a school set- 
ting or community setting. 

Police Officer FT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 21 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma or 
equivalent. Associates degree 
preferred. Must be able to pass 
departmental fitness evaluation. 

Gift Shop Retail Clerk PT 

Open to the public. Must pos- 
sess a high school diploma or 
GED. Retail experience a plus. 

Human Resources 
Director 

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in business or human 
resource management; master’s 
degree preferred. A minimum 
of 10 or more years experience 
in human resources manage- 


ment. Must have an in-depth 
background in developing, 
implementing and managing 
HR programs, benefit contract 
negotiations, compensation pro- 
grams, familiarity with govern- 
mental regulations and complex 
organizational structures, as well 
as training and development. 

Tribal Schools Principal 

Open to the public. M. A. in edu- 
cational administration with five 
years teaching experience or 
bachelor's degree in education 
field with eight years experience. 

Clerical Pool 

Tribal Member posting. 
Must be at least 1 8 years 
of age and possess a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 

General Labor Pool 

Tribal Member posting. 
Must be at least 1 8 years 
of age and possess a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 

Cook 

Open to the public. High school 
diploma or equivalent and pre- 
vious experience with quantity 

food preparation and service. 

Journeyman Lineman 

Open to the public. Candi- 
date must have a high school 
diploma or equivalent. Can- 
didate must have a journey- 
man license with lineman 
experience or must have suc- 
cessfully completed the jour- 
neyman examination require- 
ments as administered by an 
accredited Lineman Appren- 
ticeship Training program or 
five years three phase high 
voltage experience with ap- 
propriate electrical license. 

Safety Coordinator 

Open to the public. High 
school diploma and two years 
related experience or equiva- 


lent combination of educa- 
tion and experience. Ability to 
read and interpret documents 
such as safety rules, operat- 
ing and maintenance instruc- 
tions and procedure manuals. 

Administrative Assistant I 

Open to the public. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or equivalent with six to 12 
months clerical experience. 
Native American preferred. 

Medical Assistant 

Open to the public. Must 
have knowledge of medi- 
cal terminology and com- 
puter skills. Successful 
completion of an approved cer- 
tified medical assistant program. 

Leadership Apprentice 

Must be a Saginaw Chip- 
pewa Tribal Member. Must 
have satisfactorily completed 
12 credit hours. Must provide 
documentation of acceptance 
at an accredited college/univer- 
sity in Michigan.Must currently 
have a cumulative 2.5 GPA. 

Sasiwanns Early 
Childhood Manager 

Open to the public. Bachelor’s 
degree in education field re- 
quired. Candidate must pos- 
sess a valid State of Michigan 
Early Childhood Certification 
and/or ZS Endorsement. Pre- 
fer two years of experience 
and/or combination of re- 
lated experience and training 
in early childhood education. 


SECR 


Chief Executive Officer 

Open to the public. Must have 
a bachelor’s degree; master’s 
degree preferred, with prefer- 
ence in business, finance, or 
hospitality/casino manage- 


ment. Must have minimum of 
15 years of combined gaming/ 
hotel/resort hospitality experi- 
ence. Destination four diamond 
resort gaming property and In- 
dian gaming property experi- 
ence preferred. Preferred candi- 
date will have: Ten years senior 
management level at a destina- 
tion resort/gaming property 
with more than 1,000 employ- 
ees with a minimum of seven 
to 10 years in Class III gaming 
experience, Indian Gaming. 

Sous Chef 

Open to the public. Must be 
18 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equiva- 
lent. Culinary degree from 
an American Culinary Fed- 
eration accredited school or 
must have five years direct ex- 
perience in food production. 

Steward PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
18 years of age. Must have a 
high school diploma or GED. 

Host/Hostess PT 

Open to the public. Must be 1 8 
years of age have a high school 
diploma or equivalent. Must 
have good guest service skills 
and work well with others. 

Lead Cook 

Open to the public. Must be 
18 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Two years of restaurant cook- 
ing experience with increas- 
ing levels of responsibility, 
proven leadership, communi- 
cation and teamwork skills. 

Server Assistant PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 

Transit Driver PT 

Open to the public. Must 
have a high school diploma 


or GED. Must be at least 21 
years of age. Must have a val- 
id Michigan Driver’s License 
and must be able to obtain and 
maintain a Tribal Drivers Li- 
cense and qualify for cover- 
age by our insurance carrier. 

Waitstaff PT 

Open to the public. Must be 1 8 
years of age. Must have a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Must have accurate math skills. 
Native American preferred. 

Food & Beverage 
Custodial Worker PT 

Open to the public. Must be 1 8 
years of age with a high school 
diploma or equivalent. Must be 
able to lift at least 50 pounds. 

Bingo Floorworker PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
18 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma or 
equivalent. Must be able to 
handle money accurately. 

Entertainment 
Usher Seasonal 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 

Pastry Line Cook FT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
One years of restaurant cooking 
experience with increasing lev- 
els of responsibility, commu- 
nication and teamwork skills. 

Cosmetologist PT 

Open to the public. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 
Must be at least 21 years of age. 

Floor/Upholstery 
Cleaner FT 

Open to the public. Some car- 
pet and upholstery cleaning 
experience required. Must 


have a valid Michigan drivers 
license, high school diploma or 
equivalent, be able to obtain a 
service license and Tribal driv- 
ers license and qualify for cov- 
erage by our insurance carrier. 

Line Server PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 


SELC 


Saganing Transit Driver 

Open to the public. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or GED. Must be at least 21 
years of age. Must have a valid 
CDL with passenger endorse- 
ments or a Chauffer’s License. 

Food & Beverage 
Attendant FT 

Open to the public. Must be 
18 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma or 
equivalent. Some cash han- 
dling, banking, or account- 
ing experience preferred. 

Saganing Casino 
Shift Manager 

Open to the public. High 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Bachelor's degree preferred. 
Five or more years of progres- 
sively responsible experience 
in gaming operations. Three 
or more years of management 
experience required, prefer- 
ably in managing a department. 


1 30 Services 


Fox Home Builders 

All types of home improve- 
ments. Kitchen and bath re- 
modeling, additions. Experi- 
enced and local. 989-773-4665. 


Summons and Complaint Notices 


NOTICE OF SUMMONS TO APPEAR IN THE MATTER OF KENDRA LYNN DERUS: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 775- 
4800 Case no. 15-0-0372 Plaintiff: Dwight R. Carpenter 2339 E. Ludington Dr. Clare MI 48617 
(989) 386-4114 vs. Defendant: Kendra Lynn Dems 3111 Beech St. Midland, MI 48640 Notice to 
defendant: 1. You are being sued in the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court. 2. You have 21 days after 
receiving this summons to file an answer with the court and to serve a copy on the other party or 
take other lawful action. Please note that if you were served by certified mail or served outside of 
the reservation land you have 28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or 
take other action within the time allowed may result in a default Judgment being entered against 
you for the relief requested in Plaintiff’s complaint. The summons expires Dec. 8, 2015 


NOTICE OF SUMMONS TO APPEAR IN THE MATTER OF LISA ZINGERY-CHAMBERLAIN: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 
775-4800 Case no. 15-0-0370 Plaintiff: Dwight R. Carpenter 2339 E. Ludington Dr. Clare 
MI 48617 (989) 386-4114 vs. Defendant: Lisa Zingery-Chamberlain 302 Livingston St. Mt. 
Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 621-9961 Notice to defendant: 1. You are being sued in the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Court. 2. You have 21 days after receiving this summons to file an answer 
with the court and to serve a copy on the other party or take other lawful action. Please note 
that if you were served by certified mail or served outside of the reservation land you have 
28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or take other action within 
the time allowed may result in a default Judgment being entered against you for the relief 
requested in Plaintiff’s complaint. The summons expires Dec. 8, 2015 


NOTICE OF SUMMONS TO APPEAR IN THE MATTER OF MARKUS CHAMBERLAIN: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 
775-4800 Case no. 15-0-0371 Plaintiff: Dwight R. Carpenter 2339 E. Ludington Dr. 
Clare MI 48617 (989) 386-4114 vs. Defendant: Markus Chamberlain 3363 Sweetgrass 
Dr. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 400-0549 Notice to defendant: 1. You are being sued 
in the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court. 2. You have 21 days after receiving this sum- 
mons to file an answer with the court and to serve a copy on the other party or take other 
lawful action. Please note that if you were served by certified mail or served outside of 
the reservation land you have 28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file 
an answer or take other action within the time allowed may result in a default Judgment 
being entered against you for the relief requested in Plaintiff’s complaint. This sum- 
mons expires Dec. 8, 2015 


NOTICE OF SUMMONS TO APPEAR IN THE MATTER OF SABRINA FLOYD: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 
48858 (989) 775-4800 Case no. 15-CI-0367 Plaintiff: Dwight R. Carpenter 2339 E. 
Ludington Dr. Clare MI 48617 (989) 386-4114 vs. Defendant: Sabrina Floyd 836 E 
East Oakridge Circle Midland, MI 48640 (989) 492-3020 Notice to defendant: 1. 
You are being sued in the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court. 2. You have 21 days after 
receiving this summons to file an answer with the court and to serve a copy on the 
other party or take other lawful action. Please note that if you were served by certified 
mail or served outside of the reservation land you have 28 days to answer attached 
complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or take other action within the time allowed 
may result in a default Judgment being entered against you for the relief requested in 
Plaintiff’s complaint. The summons expires Dec. 8, 2015 


NOTICE OF SUMMONS TO APPEAR IN THE MATTER OF SEGWEN TRAVER: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 
775-4800 Case no. 15-0-0403 Plaintiff: Dwight R. Carpenter 2339 E. Ludington Dr. Clare 
MI 48617 (989) 386-4114 vs. Defendant: Segwen Traver 1334 E. Gaylord Apt. Jll Mt. 
Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 854-8397 Notice to defendant: 1. You are being sued in the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Court. 2. You have 21 days after receiving this summons to file an answer 
with the court and to serve a copy on the other party or take other lawful action. Please note 
that if you were served by certified mail or served outside of the reservation land you have 
28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or take other action within 
the time allowed may result in a default Judgment being entered against you for the relief 
requested in Plaintiff’s complaint. The summons expires Dec. 24, 2015 


SUMMONS TO APPEAR FOR SHOWCAUSE IN THE MATTER OF ASHLEY RAMPERS AD: 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 East Broadway Road Mount Pleasant, MI 48858 
Case no: 15-0-0287 Plaintiff: Midland Funding LLC (GE Money Bank) 24300 Karin Blvd. 
Novi, MI 48375 (248) 306-2000 Plaintiff’s attorney: Daniel J. Manion, Mary Jane Elliot, PC 
(P32732) 24300 Karin Blvd. Novi, MI 48375 (248) 306-2000 vs. Defendant: Ashley Rampersad 
1637 East Broomfield St. Apt. 3E Mount Pleasant, MI 48858. Notice to Defendant: 1. You are 
being sued in the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court. 2. You have 21 days after receiving this sum- 
mons to file an answer with the court and to serve a copy on the other party or take other lawful 
action. Please note that if you were served by certified mail or served outside of the reservation 
land you have 28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file answer or take other 
action within the time allowed may result in a default Judgment being entered against you for 
the relief requested in Plaintiff’s complaint. This summons expires Nov. 8, 2015. 
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Tribal Highlight 


Participants get plastered in 


NATA LIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

Participants wore white at the start- 
ing line, then finished plastered 
in purple from head to toe, and 
it was all for a great cause: Nami 
Migizi Nangwiihgan’s “Paint the 
Rez Purple” to raise awareness for 
domestic violence. 

The 1.5 mile walk/run brought 
in 180 participants at Behavioral 
Health Programs. The participants 
followed the trails in and out of the 
woods near Seventh Generation. 

“The ages of those who partook 
in the event ranged from infants to 
elders; no one was excluded from 
coming out and getting involved,” 
said Shelby McCliggott, 
Behavioral Health counselor. 

The Oct. 24 event plan- 
ning process began in August 
by McCliggott and Brooke 
Huber, Sexual Assault 
Response Team (SART) lead 
of Behavioral Health. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Chayton Gamba carries 
Anna Winters’ daughter, 
Ellianna, on his shoulders 
through the finish line. 

“It is not easy to talk about 
domestic violence and there is 
a social stigma surrounding the 
topic, but the color run brings 
awareness to the issue in a differ- 
ent way,” Huber said. “Though 
the color run is undoubtedly a 
fun event, the course is lined with 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

United States Naval Sea Cadet Corps volunteered to hand out 
water for the runners and walkers reaching the finish line. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Jamie Feliciano and Paula Quigno are all smiles 
after the 1.5 mile course. 



purple, raise domestic violence awareness 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Most of the 180 “Paint the Rez Purple” participants pose before the group color throw. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Behavioral Health employees 
(from left to right, back) Guadalupe 
Gonzalez, Brooke Huber, Shelby 
McCliggott, Samantha Snyder, (front 
row) Nicole Nedwash with her son 
Noah, Amy Kisel and Deanna Scott- 
Hicks helped make the event possible. 


signs containing statistics that 
remind attendees of the reason we 
are ‘painting the Rez purple’.” 

The colorful run is an effec- 
tive way to engage youth, as 
many other events are catered to 
the adult population. 

“One in three adolescents in the 
U.S. is a victim of physical, sexual, 
emotional or verbal abuse from 
a dating partner (loveisrespect. 
org),” Huber said. “This figure far 
exceeds other types of youth vio- 
lence. Our future generations have 
the ability to remove the social 
stigma that surrounds domestic 
violence and bringing awareness 
to the issue is the first step.” 

Along with Huber and 
McCliggott, the NMN team 
includes Domestic Violence 
Support Techs I Nicole Nedwash 
and Debra Cicalo. 

The event was free, and partici- 
pants even received complimen- 
tary event T-shirts, water bottles 
and sunglasses on a first come, 
first serve basis. A healthy lunch 
was also provided after the race. 

DJ Lupe Gonzalez had music 
blaring right through the 11 a.m. 
race and noon lunch. 

It had been raining all morn- 
ing, but fortunately, the rain held 
off during the occasion. The 
weather continued to downpour 
and even thunderstorm after the 
event concluded. 

“My favorite part of the event 
was seeing people show up, even 


though the weather 
was not the best,” 

McCliggott said. 

“It showed us that, 
although our team is 
small, our efforts are 
appreciated by the 
community; and their 
support is what’s most 
important.” 

McCliggott and 
Huber agree the event 
would not be possible 
without the assistance 
from additional Tribal 
programs and commu- 
nity volunteers. 

Numerous volun- 
teers threw color and 
served lunch, includ- 
ing individuals from: 

The Central Michigan 
University sorority, 

Alpha Chi Omega; 
students from the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal College; 
Behavioral Health Program staff 
members; the United States Naval 
Sea Cadet Corps; and individual 
community members. 

Huber also wished to thank 
“Nimkee Public Health and 
Nimkee Fitness who donated, 
prepped, and set up all of 
the food; the SCIT Housing 
Department who purchased the 
balloon arch at the finish line, 
which is certainly trademark 
to the event; Tribal Operations 
Maintenance who delivered 


tables, chairs and other materi- 
als to the event; and Behavioral 
Health Residential Treatment 
Center staff who assisted in set 
up and clean up after the event.” 

Huber’s favorite part was 
seeing smiling faces as they 
crossed the finish line, under- 
neath the purple balloon arch. 

“We hope everyone had a 
great time at ‘Paint the Rez 
Purple,’ but even more so, we 
hope it allotted an opportunity 
to strike up conversation and 
educate each other and our chil- 
dren,” Huber said. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Haley Hunt, Devyn Brouwer, and Annie 
Callaghan of Alpha Chi Omega volunteered for 
the Nami Migizi Nangwiihgan event. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Plastered in purple, Eloise Lambertson 
seems to have enjoyed the color run. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Central Michigan University sorority, Alpha Chi Omega, 
volunteers for domestic violence awareness causes and 
“Paint the Rez Purple” was no exception. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Alison Kozerski (left) was truly pleased to throw 
color on her friend Adrienne Saylor. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


An unrecognizable gentle- 
man gets coated with purple 
at the first color station. 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

Kayla Wonch sprints through a purple cloud on 
the Behavioral Health property. 
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The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe... “Working Together for Our Future" 


Tribal General Election yields seven first-term Council members 


Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 

2015 General Election 

District One Results 

Kenneth Sprague 265 

Brent Jackson 208 

Candace Benzinger 230 

Lindy Hunt 207 

Ronnie Ekdahl 228 

Diana Quigno-Grundahl 203 

Amanda George-Oldman 216 

Michelle Colwell 203 

Gayle Ruhl 214 

Tim Davis 201 

District Two Results 

District Three Results 

Ronald Nelson 25 

Frank Cloutier 309 
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Two Percent Distribution 

Tribe gives away $ 2.9 million to 
Isabellla , Arenac and Bay counties . 



Veterans Day Feast 

Anishinabe Ogitchedaw Feast 
welcomes home Native veterans. 


Active Native Youth 
Youth throughout the community are 
proudly showcased. 



K-12 Educational Powwow 

Powwow draws students from 
local area schools. 


Copyright © 2015 Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 
All rights reserved 


JOSEP H V. SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

According to the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Constitution, 
every two years there is a 
General Election to fill 12 Tribal 
Council seats; 10 from Isabella 
District One, one from Saganing 
District Two and one from the 
At-Large District Three. 

In an unprecedented vote 
that made Tribal electoral his- 
tory on Nov. 3, District One 
voters ushered in six first-term 
council-elect members. 

Newcomer Kenneth Sprague 
received the highest number of 
votes with newcomers Candace 
Benzinger, Ronnie Ekdahl, 
Amanda George-Oldman, 
Gayle Ruhl and Michelle 
Colwell also elected. 

Other elected District One can- 
didates include incumbents Lindy 
Hunt and Tim J. Davis, and former 
Council members Brent Jackson 
and Diana Quigno-Grundahl. 

There were 501 Tribal Members 
who came to the District One polls 


N ATALIE SH ATTUCK 

Editor 

A Mount Pleasant High School 
Spanish teacher caused an uproar 
after showing students a video 
and images depicting culturally 
sensitive Native American his- 
torical issues. 

The teacher presented the 
images and the video, rated MA for 
mature audiences, to the class on 
Wednesday, Oct. 14. 

The Tribal Observer is not 
releasing the teacher’s name due to 
employment issue privacy. 

When the video was shown, 
the teacher was newly employed 
in the Mount Pleasant school dis- 
trict, and on the second month of 
ever teaching at MPHS. Tuesday, 
Sept. 8 was the first day of school. 

The teacher’s lesson began 
with the video “Rethink Columbus 
Day”, and ended with a parody 
video depicting Dora the Explorer 
as “Conquistadora.” The video, on 
YouTube, presents topics involv- 
ing racism, murder, genocide, bio- 
logical warfare, rape and coloniza- 
tion through crude satire. 

The video highlights content 
including sharing infected blankets, 


out of a possible 1,031 registered 
voters (48.5 percent). 

There were 25 Saganing District 
Two voters out of a possible 43 who 
came to cast their votes (58.1 per- 
cent). The turnout was a first where 
Saganing voters garnered a higher 
percentage of the electorate. Tribal 
Council incumbent Ron Nelson 
won the seat running unopposed. 

The At-Large District Three 
election provided much excite- 
ment as the vote found incum- 
bent Michele Stanley and Frank 
Cloutier both deadlocked at 213. 
There were 426 At-Large District 
Three voters out of a possible 
1,395 for a percentile of 30.5. 

A Nov. 17 At-Large runoff 
election saw Cloutier win by a 
15-vote margin; 309 to Stanley’s 
294 votes. There were 603 
District Three ballots cast out of 
the 1,401 registered voters for a 
13 -point increase (43 percent). 

Caucus Committee Chair Alice 
Jo Ricketts personally thanked the 
voters during the Nov. 3 proceed- 
ings but wondered if the unseason- 
ably warm temperatures in the ‘70s 
affected the turnout at the polls. 


exploitation of village virgins, the 
burning of village huts and slavery 
of aboriginal people. 

The teacher then went on to 
share images of “indigenous chil- 
dren being cut in half by the swords 
of invaders and being fed to dogs.” 

Images were also shown of 
“mothers taking their own lives 
after taking their children’s 
lives to avoid the atrocities 
that would occur to them at the 
hands of their invaders.” 

Students in the classroom, both 
Native and non-Native, reported 
the teacher’s actions to youth 
achievement advisors and MPHS 
Principal Denny Starnes. 

From there, Michael Pung, 
superintendent of Mt. Pleasant 
Public Schools, and SCIT repre- 
sentatives were notified. 

On Oct. 21, Tribal Chief Steven 
Pego sent a letter to Tribal Member 
parents of Mount Pleasant Public 
School students. 

His letter stated, “The Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe does not 
take this or any cultural issue 
lightly, and therefore, feels strongly 
about advocating our youth and 
culture. Your Tribal leadership is 
making every effort to encourage 


“It was Indian summer on the 
Reservation and we normally 
see a better turnout with cold or 
rainy weather,” Ricketts said. “I 
really did like to see all of the first 
time voters come out. It’s nice to 
see our youth who just turned 1 8 
wearing their T Voted’ Tribal elec- 
tion sticker proudly.” 

Election Director Mario Ruiz 
from Automated Election Services 
of Rio Rancho, N.M. provided the 
necessary electronic equipment 
for counting all district ballots. 


the Mount Pleasant District to 
address this issue head on and 
ensure our youth and culture are 
never subjugated to this kind of 
intolerable behavioral again.” 

Praising the students who 
reported the teacher, Chief 
Pego referenced the Seven 
Grandfather Teachings in his 
letter: “ Bravery is the ability to 
have courage and recognize our 
moral and mental strength and 
do what is appropriate. ” 

“It is with great pride we 
commend our students for their 
bravery in speaking up against 
such an inexcusable act,” Pego 
said. “We support and encour- 
age our future generations to 
continue to discover the strength 
in their voices. More impor- 
tantly, we empower our youth 
to use and exercise their voices 
without fear of retaliation by 
supporting them fully.” 

Once Chief’s letter surfaced, 
the Tribal Education Advisory 
Board Members sent a letter to 
Pung, and the Confederation 
of Michigan Tribal Education 
Directors submitted a letter to 
Starnes to express their indigna- 
tion of the teacher’s actions. 


“Automated Election Services 
has been managing Tribal 
elections all over the coun- 
try for more than 30 years,” 
Ruiz said. “We are honored to 
work closely with the Saginaw 
Chippewa Caucus Committee 
for the past few years and 
currently through the 2015 
Primary and General Elections.” 

The 12 elected members to 
Tribal Council are slated to be 
sworn in at the Tribal Operations 
Seniors Room on Tuesday, Dec. 1. 


In an apology letter to Tribal 
Council, the teacher stated 
“the intent of the lesson plan 
was to stimulate thought about 
Columbus Day.” 

Immediately following inves- 
tigation, the Mt. Pleasant Public 
Schools Board of Education sus- 
pended the teacher, obeying pro- 
gressive policies. 

The Board gave a written warn- 
ing to the teacher, who was still 
under probation at the time, and the 
teacher returned to MPHS to teach. 

Frank Cloutier, SCIT pub- 
lic relations director, said he 
understood why the Board made 
the decisions they did, but felt 
strongly that the wrongdoings of 
the teacher went beyond the pro- 
tections of policy. 

“The teacher’s actions have 
endangered our children and 
their ability to enjoy an equitable 
reality within the walls of Mt. 
Pleasant High School,” Cloutier 
said. “I believe the teacher’s poor 
judgment has had irreversible 
negative effects on the children 
that this teacher comes in contact 
with on a daily basis.” 

School Board I 5 




“Culturally insensitive, degrading” video shown by newly-hired 
Mount Pleasant High School Spanish teacher stirs uproar 



Notices 
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Feliz "Poppy" Santos Perez 

Dec. 19, 1981 - Nov. 3, 2015 



Joe “Beezer” Davis 

Feb. 23, 1943 -Oct. 30,2015 
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Melanie Ann Flolo 

June 8, 1963 - Nov. 7, 2015 


Feliz ’’Poppy” Santos Perez, age 33, of Mount Pleasant passed away 
Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2015. 

Feliz was bom on Dec. 19, 1981, in jtk 4 ^. 

Saginaw, the son of Feliz and Patricia 
(Garcia) Perez. 

Feliz attended Baker College. He 
will be remembered for his sense 
of humor. He had a big heart and is 
loved by many. 

Feliz is survived by his father, Feliz 
(Beth) Perez; mother, Patricia Perez; siblings, Felicia Ann (Mark 
Sr.) Emdt, Patrick William Perez, and Amy Renee' (Robert) 
Saunders; nieces and nephews, Mark Allen Emdt Jr., Sara Ann 
Marie Saunders, Felicia Mira Marcella Saunders, and Robert 
William Santos Saunders; and grandmother, Mary Ann Garcia. 
Feliz was preceded in death by his close cousin, Krystal Garza. 
The family would like to say chi-miigwetch to the Anishinaabe 
Bimaadziwin Team from the Saginaw Chippewa Academy, 
Matthew "Cub” Sprague, Aaron Chivis, Nathan Isaac, Joe Syrette, 
and James Day, who honored Feliz by starting the Sacred Fire. 

Funeral Services for Feliz were held at Clark Family Funeral 
Chapel on Friday, Nov. 6 , at 2 p.m., with Pastor Paul Rabich of 
the United Pentecostal Church International officiating. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the family. 

Douglas Eugene Floyd 

Feb. 17, 1963- Nov. 14, 2015 

Douglas Eugene Floyd, age 52, of Mount Pleasant, passed away 
Saturday, Nov. 14, 2015, at Hurley Medical Center in Flint. 

Doug was bom on Feb. 17, 1963, in Mt. 

Pleasant, the son of Frederick Alvin Floyd 
Sr. and Judy Joyce (Peters) Floyd. 

He worked in Table Games and 
Finance for 22 years at the Soaring 
Eagle Casino & Resort. 

Doug was a member of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe. He loved hunting 
and collecting militaiy memorabilia. 

Doug is survived by his brother, 

Michael (Mary) Floyd of Mt. Pleasant and sister, Pamela (Sue) 
Floyd of Mt. Pleasant; nieces and nephews, Michael Floyd Jr., 
Monica Floyd, Derrick Floyd, Sabrina Floyd, Austin Floyd, 
and Casey Floyd; and seven great nieces and nephews. 

Doug was preceded in death by his mother, Judy Floyd; 
brother, Fred Floyd and nephew, James Floyd. 

Funeral services were held at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 
18, at Clark Family Funeral Chapel with Rev. Owen White- 
Pigeon officiating. Memorial contributions may be made to 
The Wounded Warrior Project. 

Leonard Leroy Pontiac 

Aug. 11, 1935 - Nov. 14, 2015 

Leonard Leroy Pontiac, USN (Ret.), passed away Saturday, Nov. 
14, 2015. Leonard was bom Aug. 11, 1935, in Shepherd, Mich. 

His wife, Carolyn Joyce Bray Pontiac and his son, Terry Pontiac 
preceded him in death. 

Leonard was retired from the United States Navy. He was a 
member of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. 

Survivors include his children, Cheryl Pontiac of Sanford, 
Fla., Kathleen Pontiac of Oak Hill, Fla., Joanne and Tony Turner 
of Forsyth, Amy and Roy Jeffries of Forsyth and Lynn Spence of 
Forsyth; sisters, Violet Saffold of Florida, Roxan Bowan of Geneva, 
Fla., and Janie Marie Conn of Mount Pleasant, Mich.; 14 grandchil- 
dren and 13 great grandchildren. 




PLEASE REPORT ALL 

WILDLIFE VIOLATIONS 


To the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Police Department 



Dispatch: 989.775.4700 
Tip Line: 989.775.4775 


Joe “Beezer” Davis of Caro, age 72, passed away suddenly on 
Friday, Oct. 30, 2015 at his home. 

He was born Feb. 23, 1943 in 
Fairgrove, the son of the late William 
and Lucy (Nelson) Davis. 

Beezer was a proud member and 
Elder of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribe and the Clio Eagles. He will be 
remembered as a down-to-earth man 
with nothing artificial about him. 

A practical joker, Beezer was known to give family and 
friends a hard time and flirt with girls passing by. He was a kind- 
hearted, generous man and cared deeply about Native American 
education, especially for those in need. He loved cars, especially 
his Monte Carlo SS and was a devoted fan of the Detroit Tigers. 

Beezer is survived by two daughters, Tonia (Davis) Bleuer 
of California and Tammi Holbrook of Michigan; one brother, 
Thomas “Swino” Davis of Caro. 

In addition to his parents, Beezer was preceded in death by one 
daughter, Diane Davis; 1 1 siblings; and his beloved dog, Taco. The 
family wishes to extend a special thank you to Beezer’s nieces and 
caregivers, Christine “Midge” Thayer and Michelle Eddy. 

Funeral services were held on Thursday, Nov. 5, 2015 at the 
Ransford Collon Funeral Home in Caro. Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Davis Family Discretionary Fund, c/o Michelle 
Eddy, 205 West Sherman St., Caro, MI 48723. 



Zane Mikal 

8 / 9/97 - 12 / 29/13 


As each day passes I know you are happy wherever you are. 
You are probably one of the easiest going kids I have ever 
known. And it always showed through your many actions, 
always thinking of others before your own needs. Always 
thinking outside of the box and seeing the whole picture even 
before I had on many occasions. 

The day the palliative doctor wanted to talk to you alone 
without your dad and me, you made us well aware of how 
awesome of a kid you were, even though secretly we already 
knew. Instead of thinking of your needs you thought of ours. 
You told him you would really like to have someone get ahold 
of Ty Pennington for the “Extreme Makeover: Home Edition” 
because you knew I always kind of wanted to finish our house 
from the basement to the yard. 

This is the definition of who you are to me the kid with the 
biggest, kindest, thoughtful and caring heart from beginning 
to end. Love and hugs always and forever, momma. 


Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 

1 

f* — *1 

6954 E BROADWAY, MT PLEASANT, MI 
TEL: 989-775-4700 



Project ChildSafe is a nationwide program 
promoting safe firearm handling and storage 
practices through the distribution of free, cable-style 
respect it. secure it. blocks. We are doing our part to promote safe 
storage, but we need your help! Call for details! 


LOCKS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE TRIBAL POLICE DEPARTMENT WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. 


Report Suspicious 
or Criminal Activity! 


Do Your Part In Stopping Crime! 

Assist Your Local Law Enforcement and 
Narcotics Enforcement Teams in Protecting 
the Future of Your Community! 

Protecting your children, family, community 
and future should be a priority! 



Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police 

Dispatch: 989-775-4700 
Tip Line: 989-775-4775 

Bayanet (Narcotics Enforcement) 
Tip Line: 989-779-9697 
Anonymous and Confidential 



Melanie Ann Flolo, age 52, of LosOsos, Calif., formerly of 
Flint, Mich., passed away on Saturday, Nov. 7, 2015 after a 
brief battle with cancer. 

Melanie was bom on June 8 , 1963 in Flint, 

Mich., the daughter of Guy Leroy Smith and 
Barbara Jean Douglas. 

Melanie was employed as a bank teller 
in California for many years and had worked 
at the Flint Post of the Michigan State Police 
before moving to California 24 ago. 

Melanie attended Mott Community College 
for one and a half years. 

She loved to travel and went to Mexico on one of her trips. She 
enjoyed the water, kayaking, and all kinds of sports and enjoyed 
competing with her brothers. An avid reader, she also enjoyed 
visiting with family and friends including a special friend, Brenda 
Rodela of Bakersfield, Calif. 

Melanie was proud of her Saginaw Chippewa Indian heritage. 
Her mother Barbara Krause is a SCIT Member. 

Melanie was the person who lit up a room when she 
entered; she was very outgoing and will be sadly missed by 
her family and friends. 

Survivors include her fiance Andy Brown of LosOsos, her 
daughter, Alisha Corey Flolo, her son, Ronald Gale Flolo, her 
mother and step-father, Barbara and George Krause of Mt. Pleasant; 
brother, Ricky Lynn Smith of Fremont, Calif, along with several 
aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces and nephews. 

Melanie was preceded in death by her father, Guy Smith and 
two brothers, Neal Smith and Paul Smith. 

Melanie, in following her wishes, was cremated in California. 
A memorial service will be held at a later date. Friends wishing 
to remember Melanie have been asked to consider a contribution 
to cancer for breast research. 


The family of Feliz S. Perez Jr 


The family of Feliz S. Perez Jr. would like to say chi- 
miigwetch to the following people for the various ways 
they helped us through this difficult time. 

To the Anishinaabe Bimaadziwin Team from the Saginaw 
Chippewa Academy for their help starting and keeping the 
Sacred Fire, drumming and singing at his burial service. 

To Consuelo, Chris, and Guadalupe Gonzalez for 
all their hard work and preparing his feast and helping 
clean up afterwards. 

To Valerie Stramennio for all her assistance with 
helping us to keep his burial as traditional as possible. 

And finally, Clark Funeral Chapel for their attentive- 
ness to our family’s needs, accommodating all of us and 
respecting our tradition. 


In Loving Memory of Richard Davis (Snooks) 


In loving memory of Richard 
Davis who went away 4 years 
ago Dec. 20, 2011. 

The holidays are not the same 
without you. Our hearts still ache 
with sadness, the silent tears still 
flow, for what it meant to lose 
you, no one will ever know. We 
think of you in silence, and often 
speak your name, now all we have 
picture in a frame. 

We miss you and love you. 

Connie, your children; Buzz, Casey, Lil Man and Lisa; 
grandchildren Brandy, David, Jonathan, Jasmine, Lil 
Richard, Miles and Clayton. 



ATTENTION HUNTERS 

Display Your Hunting Trophy! 

Submit your photos to Observer@sagchip.org 
to display your buck on the January 2016 
Tribal Observer’s Buck Pole. 

Deadline: Dec. 11, 2015 



Check out the 

Tribal Observer 


ONLINE 


www.sagchip.org/tribalobserver 



NOTICE 

Any adult Tribal Member in need of 
financial management and consultation 
services, please contact: 


Charlene Kerby 

Independent Contractor required to adhere 
to professional and ethical standards 

At the Members Services Offices 

Email: ckerby@sagchip.org 
Phone: 989.775.4948 
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Public 


Notices 


— Notice of Public Meeting — 


Notice is hereby given that the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe will be conducting a public meeting for the 
purpose of receiving comments from all interested Tribal 
and non-Tribal residents within the boundaries of the 
Isabella Reservation and lands in the Saganing District 
(Arenac County) on the Tribe’s intent to apply for the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Brownfield’s 
Clean up Grant(s) to help support the cleanup needed 
at the former Stop & Go property located at 4708 South 
Huron Road, Standish Township, MI 48658. 

The meeting will be held at the following location, 
date and time: 

Standish: Wednesday, Dec. 2, 2015 

4-6 p.m. 

Saginaw Chippewa Saganing Tribal Center 

54445 Sturman Rd., Standish, MI 48658 

If awarded, the EPA Brownfield Clean up Grant 
will be used to conduct environmental cleanup activi- 
ties and possible demolition activities at the former 
Stop & Go property. 

The grant funding, if awarded, will allow the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe to receive up to 
$200,000.00 in EPA funds. If awarded, funding 


requires a 20 percent cash and/or in-kind match con- 
tribution by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
(approximately $40,000). 

Draft copies of the grant application and draft 
Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives detail- 
ing the activities proposed and related costs will be 
available for review at the Grants Office located in 
the Tribal Operations Building at 7070 E. Broadway, 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 between the hours of 8 a.m. 
- 5 p.m., Monday through Friday beginning Monday, 
Nov. 23, 2015. A Written Comments Form will be 
available to provide written comments. 

Written comments may be submitted through 
5 p.m., Friday, Dec. 4, 2015 and may be sent to 
the Saginaw Chippewa Grants Office, 7070 E. 
Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. Additionally, 
written comments can be emailed to mfisher@ 
sagchip.org. Comments received before the public 
meeting record is closed on Friday Dec. 4, 2014 will 
receive a response with said comments included in 
the grant application submitted to EPA. 

If you require this information in an alternative 
format, or wish to request a reasonable accommoda- 
tion because of a disability, contact: 989.775.4083 or 
989. 775.4029 or TTY 7-1-1. 


Foster Parents Needed 


ACFS is currently seeking foster parents for a 
1 -year-old baby boy. No known special needs. State 
of Michigan funded placement. Qualifying foster 
parents are eligible to be licensed through the Tribe 
or the State. If you are interested in more informa- 
tion about fostering this baby, please call ACFS at 
989-775-4958, and ask for Marion Williams. Or 
email at Mwilliams@sagchip.org. 


ACFS is currently seeking foster parents for two 
boys, 11 and 15 years old. No known special needs. 
State of Michigan funded placement. Qualifying 
foster parents are eligible to be licensed through 
the Tribe or the State. If you are interested in more 
information about fostering one or both boys, please 
call ACFS at 989-775-4958, and ask for Marion Wil- 
liams. Or email at Mwilliams@sagchip.org. 


You can 


Quit! 

We can help! 


• ••• 


t iijrmm 


1-800-QUIT-N0W 
1-800-784-8669 j 

www.micfiigan.gov/tobacco ! J • J « J • J « J i 

Funded by the Michigan Department of Community Health 


Services of the Quitline 


O Coaching-motivation and tips to help you quit 
O Educational materials 
O Referrals to local programs 
O Online coaching 
O Text-messaging 

O Free nicotine replacement therapy if you qualify 


Public Notice 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police provide law en- 
forcement services under 638 Contract with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). In compliance with 
said contract; The Bureau of Indian Affairs reserves 
the right for “First Right of Refusal” pertaining to 
any complaints against the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
Police Department and/or its Officers. 

As result of this contractual procedure; ALL complaints 
against the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Police Department 
and/or its Officers must first be directed to: 

Bureau of Indian Affairs Albuquerque Office 
Internal Affairs Division 1.505.563.3880 


Attention 
Tribal Members 


All Tribal Members turning 18 after 
Dec. 31, 2015 shall not be eligible to 
receive adult per capita payments until 
or unless the Tribal Member provides 
evidence of high school graduation or 
equivalent to the Tribal Clerk’s office 
or other department or official deter- 
mined by Tribal Council. 


Powwow Committee 
Vacancies 


Attention Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Members 


The Saginaw Chippewa Powwow Committee 
currently has six vacancies on the committee to fill. 
If you are interested in serving on this committee 
that will assist in the planning, coordination of 
activities, set up, and daily operations of the event, 
please submit a letter of interest to the Powwow 
Committee no later than Jan. 8, 2016. 


SCIT Powwow Committee 
7070 E. Broadway 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


All submissions will be recorded and then forwarded to 
Tribal Council for selection and notification purposes. 



S 


Happy 10 tA 

Birtttday 

December 3 

Lawrence Hinmon 

Love, Grandma Sandy 


Happy 

Bittdday 

AJ 

Love you!! 


Coh^ratuCatioHS 


Norm #53 


Beast mode on a great football season. 
Love Mom & Dad 




' 

Tribal Members who are interested in obtaining 
a Market Master Certification from Michigan 
State University - which requires travel and 20 
hours of professional development, please 
contact Marcella Hadden, public relations 
manager, 7070 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, 
Michigan or email mahadden@sagchip.org 
before Dec. 18, 2015. 
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^S^Tribal Council 


Chief 


Steven Pego, District 1 

Sub-Chief 

Lorna Kahgegab Call, District 1 

Treasurer 

Shelly Bailey, District 1 

Secretary 

Sandy Sprague, District 1 

Sergeant At-Arms 

Ron Nelson, District 2 

Tribal Chaplain 

Jennifer Wassegijig, District 1 

Council Member 

Delmar Jackson Sr., District 1 

Council Member 

Lindy Hunt, District 1 

Council Member 

Julius Peters, District 1 

Council Member 

Chip Neyome, District 1 

Council Member 

Tim J. Davis, District 1 

Council Member 

Michele Stanley, District 3 


seven l 


~ Wisdom 

To live with wisdom is to acquire and use 
experiences as guides for making equitable and 
mature decisions* 

~ Love 

To live our lives with love is to understand our 
capacity to realize, empathize, and nurture the 
needs of others, 

idamoowin ~ Respect 

To live with respect is to give mutual 
consideration for shared and differing ideas as 
well as for the world around us* 

— Bravery 

To be brave and have courage is to recognize our 
moral and mental strength and to do what is 
appropriate. 

~ Honesty 

To be honest is to recognize that we have the 
ability to live our lives with honor and integrity. 

~ Humility 

To live with humility is to recognize that we are 
all equal, we all make mistakes, we all like to 
have our success rewarded and to put others 
before ourselves, 

— Truth 

To live in truth is to recognize the difference 
between right and wrong and to be faithful to 
ourselves as well as the world around us even 
when the right way is not the easiest way. 



MIIBS Project Management: Request for proposal 


On behalf of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe, Tribal 
Council is preparing to receive all interested proposals 
for project management and oversight to an important 
community investment. 

Tribal Members and/or Native Americans are 
strongly encouraged to apply. 

The proposed project manager must include devel- 
opment and future plans for the Mount Pleasant Indian 
Industrial Boarding School (MIIBS) including a com- 
munity survey in which to assist with guidance. 

The Council is seeking a project manager with expe- 
rience and can demonstrate the key components nec- 
essary to complete this important project on time and 
within a developed budget. 

Please include within your proposal: A cover letter 
outlining your educational background and key proj- 
ect experiences, an overview of your project approach 
(project scope of services) and proposed fee required to 
complete project phases (pre-design, design, construc- 
tion, and closeout) and any reimbursable fee. 

Tribal Council will evaluate proposals based on the 
following criteria: 

• Tribal Member/Native American Preference 

• Education Level 

• Relevant Experience examples such as: 

- Management of construction documents (AIA) 

- Feasibility studies 

- Budget management 

• Leadership Capability 

• Past Performance (if applicable) 

• Fee 

This position is open until filled. Please forward your 
detailed proposals along with references to: 

Marcella Hadden, MIIBS committee member 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 

7070 East Broadway 

Mount Pleasant, MI 48858 


Scope of Services 

Project Management 

For Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Board 
School (MIIBS) Project 

• Initial Fact Finding - acquire and review all previous 
reports/studies, strategic plans, structural and 
environmental reports, community survey results, etc. 

• Draft and implement MIIBS community needs survey 
per strategic plan. 

• Prepare a report that offers direction and potential work 
plans to inform future property use and development. 

• Continue to review and implement strategic planning 
goals and objectives. 

• Provide quarterly updates to Tribal Council and 
Tribal Community. 

• Design and implement a funding and development 
plan - such as establishing a foundation and/or 
permanent endowment. 

• Identify, prepare and submit grants with the Grant 
Department including the administration of the award. 

• Maintain open lines of communication with City of Mount 
Pleasant, State and Federal key officials in the maintenance 
and development of the former boarding school property. 

• Identify and inventory items in MIIBS building that need 
to be retained or auctioned including storage space. 

• Maintain relationships with Tribal Departments to secure 
and maintain MIIBS buildings/property. 

• Continue to provide guidance and assistance throughout 
the process to help ensure responsibilities and 
expectations of committee members. 

• Conceptualize future plans for what the MIIBS property 
will look like and its function - from survey results 
and/or community input. 


Volunteers, items needed for Isabella County 
Christmas Outreach program 


NATALIE _SHATTUCK 

Editor 

Each year, Christmas Outreach of Isabella County pro- 
vides items to those in need during the holiday season. 

The 2015 Christmas Outreach will take place on 
Dec. 11 and 12, inside Central Michigan University’s 
Finch Fieldhouse. 

The following new or gently used items can be 
dropped off at the Immanuel Lutheran Church at 320 
S. Bradley in Mount Pleasant until Dec. 5: Coats, hats, 
mittens, boots, linens, Christmas decorations, stock- 
ings, books, and jeans. 

Monetary donations are also accepted. 

Christmas Outreach is a nonprofit organization 


that became a formally-organized entity in about 
1980, said intern Nicole Granett. 

“The group started after several individuals saw 
duplication of efforts in the community and decided 
to pool resources to better serve those in need,” 
Granett said. 

With monthly meetings September through 
January, department leaders plan and discuss the 
December event. 

“Volunteers are also needed for Dec. 7-10 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., and on Dec. 11 and 12 from 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m.,” Granett said. “Please also note that we are focus- 
ing our efforts on warm winter outerwear and will not 
be accepting general clothing, toys or household items.” 

For additional volunteering or event details, please 
call 989-773-4204. 


Tribal Observer 

Boozhu! The Tribal Observer, a monthly newspaper, is published on the first of each month. 

To contact Tribal Observer staff, please call 989-775-4010, or email: observer@sagchip.org. 

To change your mailing address, please contact the Tribal Clerk’s office at 989-775-4055. 
Community advertisements will not be accepted over the phone. 

Submissions from the Tribal community 
are encouraged and can be sent to: 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
c/o Tribal Observer 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

Subscription rates are $30 per year. 

Story ideas, articles and photographs from the community are always welcome. The Tribal Observer reserves the 
right to edit and/or refuse any submissions or advertisements for publication. The Tribal Observer is published 
by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan and is subject to an editorial review process. 

The views expressed within the Tribal Observer do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tribal Observer, the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe, the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council, The Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort or its employees 
or any other enterprise of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. The Tribal Observer works to uphold the highest 
integrity in news reporting and supports the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968. 



Native American Journalist* Association 


Tribal Observer Advertising 

If you would like to advertise your business, please contact the Tribal Observer at 
989-775-4010 for more information. 

Announcements - Including birthday, wedding, engagement, congratulations, etc., costs $10 and is open to 
Tribal members, community members and employees. Double-sized announcements are $20. 

Political ads - All political ads will be 1/4 page and have a red border stating as such. The cost is $500. Political 
ads may include, but are not limited to: any opinion or advertisement that is political in nature, and/or any Letter 
to the Editor that does not conform to guidelines. 


Tribal Observer Subscription Form 

Please send $30 for the annual subscription. Checks may be made out to SCIT. 


Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip code: 


Please mail form to: 

Tribal Observer 
Attn: Subscriptions 
7070 E. Broadway Rd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Contact Information: 

Phone: 989-775-4010 
Email: Observer@Sagchip.org 

www.Sagchip.org/TribalObserver 
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Isabella, Arenac and Bay County residents have 2.9 million reasons to be thankful 


Two Percent 

Distribution Fall 2015 

Isabella Totals 

Isabella County $504,580.34 

City of Mount Pleasant $417,000 

Isabella/Gratiot RESD & Special Ed $14,344.66 

Chippewa Township $11,937.34 

Coe Township $266,108 

Deerfield $173,828.61 

Denver Township $6,447.61 

Isabella Township $6,447.61 

Nottawa Township $6,447.61 

Union Township $94,947 

Wise Township $8,397.61 

Beal City Public Schools $95,355 

Chippewa Hills Public Schools $3,000 

Mount Pleasant Public Schools $429,800.93 

Shepherd Public Schools $102,404 

Isabella/Gration RESD & Special Ed. $20,150 

Morey Public Schools $3,395.73 

Renaissance Public Schools $3,000 

Total: $2,167,592.05 


Saganing Totals 

Arenac County $239,200 

City of Au Gres $30,000 

City of Omer $35,000 

City of Pinconning $31,480 

City of Standish $15,357 

Arenac Township $4,426.84 

Au Gres Township $16,710 

Deep River Township $1,000 

Lincoln Township $35,000 

Mason Township $1,000 

Moffatt Township $12,868 

Pinconning Township $3,950 

Sims Township $1,000 

Standish Township $53,318.75 

Turner Township $36,500 

Whitney Township $1,000 

Village of Twining $5,439 

Arenac Eastern School District $72,575.93 

Au Gres-Sims School District $41,425 

Pinconning School District $62,786.49 

Standish- Sterling School District $80,000 

Total: $780,037.01 


J OSEPH V. SOWM ICK 

Photojournalist 

On Nov. 20, the local municipali- 
ties and schools in Isabella, Arenac 
and Bay counties had 2.9 million 
reasons to be thankful during the 
holiday season. 

In both the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Operations and the 
Saganing Outreach Center, the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
distributed its semi-annual two 
percent funds derived from Class 
II gaming from its Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort and Saganing 
Eagles Landing Casino properties. 

The total two percent distri- 
bution for Isabella County was 
$2,139,786.70, a $27,805.35 
increase from last distribu- 
tion’s figures. 

The distribution given for 
the Saganing fall figures was 
$780,037.01, a $40,480.33 increase 
from last year’s figures. 

The Tribal Council funded 
$1,510,486.39 for local units 


of government in Isabella and 
$657,105.66 to local area schools. 

The Saganing total for units of 
government was $523,249.59 with 
$256,787.42 for education. 

Frank Cloutier, SCIT public 
relations director, announced the 
amounts to the appreciative com- 
munity leaders, and believes the 
reasons for the increases speak well 
for the Tribe’s gaming interest. 

“The crowd who came to the 
(Soaring Eagle) summer concert 
series and the continued popularity 
of Saganing Eagles Landing Casino 
was the economic driver attributing 
to the increase,” Cloutier said. “It 
shows we do gaming and enter- 
tainment well and with the upcom- 
ing expansion and other business 
developments in Saganing, the 
future looks bright.” 

Isabella County local units of 
government and schools submit- 
ted 298 requests that would have 
taken $6.9 million to fund. 

Saganing requests totaled 
more than $2.3 million to fund 


the 85 submitted for Tribal 
Council review. 

The Tribal Observer spoke 
with several local leaders at 


the two press conferences and 
their personal remarks are 
scheduled for the upcoming 
January issue. 


SCIT Media offered a live 
web stream broadcast of the pro- 
ceeding and they are available to 
watch at www.sagchip.org. 


Another Tribal groundbreaking in Saganing delivers the promise of electric power 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

On Nov. 20, another Tribal ground- 
breaking in Saganing is poised 
to deliver the promise of electric 
power. The Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe has plans for a new 
substation, located off of Meyette 
Road, just east of Foco Road, in 
Standish, Mich. 

Tribal Chief Steven Pego said 
this allows the Tribe to view cur- 
rent offerings for wholesale power 
as well as the ability to enter into 
agreements for the transport and 
sale of power. 

“This project is an act of us 
exerting our sovereignty in the 
marketplace of independence and 
self-reliance,” Pego said. “It will 
provide another avenue for eco- 
nomic development as well as a 


boost to our Tribal infrastructure.” 

Tribal Council Treasurer Shelly 
Bailey has been an advocate for 
diversifying the Tribe’s business 
interests and believes this will be 
another step in the right direction. 

“I believe this investment is an 
excellent cost savings opportunity 
for our Tribe and will be a possible 
revenue stream for our future,” 
Bailey said. “It helps promote 
independence and it truly reflects 
the sovereignty that our Tribe has 
always stood by. 

A press release from SCIT 
Public Relations Director Frank 
Cloutier indicated the ground- 
breaking would occur immediately 
following the semi-annual fall two 
percent distribution at the Saganing 
Tribal Center (5447 Sturman Rd.) 

“The Tribe, being a sovereign 
nation, has the ability to work 


at the federal level of the bulk 
energy supply, otherwise known 
as the grid,” Cloutier said. “The 
Tribe has been working with The 
Department of Energy Indian 
Energy and the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission and they 
have verified that the Tribe can 
legally attach to the bulk energy 
supply. The Tribe is also work- 
ing with the North American 
Electric Reliability Corporation, 
Reliability First Corporation, and 
MISO and with their assistance 
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe is registered as a purchasing 
selling entity, and an e-node wait- 
ing for construction.” 

SCIT Community Engineer 
Donald Seal informs that CTC 
Engineering has been designing 
the substation and working with 
International Transmission Co. and 


MISO for the physical connection 
to the bulk energy supply line. 

“The line that is going to be con- 
nected runs directly through the 
middle of the Tribe’s trust lands,” 
Seal said. “The Tribe received a 
grant for a technical review from 
the Department of Energy Indian 
Energy and the report concluded 
that the Tribe will save approxi- 
mately 50 percent on energy costs, 


based on current node prices. The 
substation is being designed for 
the Tribe’s current needs and is 
initially sized at 7MW. The Tribe’s 
current load is closer to 4MW but 
the substation will have the abil- 
ity to double in size to 14MW in 
order to care for the entire prop- 
erty development needs in the 
area, while meeting requirements 
of the zoning map.” 



The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council proudly breaks 
ground for a new electrical substation in Saganing. 


School Board 

continued from front page 

After it was reported the 
teacher returned to work and was 
not terminated, Cloutier requested 
to speak at the Board’s Nov. 2 
meeting in the Kinney Elementary 
conference room. 

In defense of the insulted stu- 
dents, Cloutier hoped the Board 
would further the teacher’s disci- 
pline with permanent dismissal. 

After attending the Monday 
night Board meeting for an hour 
and half, SCIT representatives 
and the Tribal Observer were then 
asked to exit the room by School 
Board President Timothy Odykirk, 
as the teacher wished for a closed 
session to “consider material that 
was attorney-client privileged.” 

The teacher, SCIT public 
relations and Tribal Education 
Director Melissa Montoya were 
permitted to remain in the room. 

During the closed session, the 
teacher announced his resignation, 
according to Cloutier, who was 


permitted to stay in the 
meeting room. 

The meeting was then 
again opened to the public, 
and the rest of the spectators were 
welcomed back into the room. 

Odykirk said the podium was 
open for any other individuals to 
quickly share their opinions in 
three minutes or less. 

Heather Syrette, Little Traverse 
Bay Band of Odawa member, and 
mother of Maya, a student in the 
classroom, addressed her concerns 
of the teacher’s acts. 

Syrette’s daughter is on her 
second year at MPHS, and 
Syrette said how uncomfort- 
able the “culturally insensitive, 
degrading” video has left her and 
her daughter. 

Syrette said the teacher needs to 
be educated and understand why 
and how the video and images 
were wrong. 

“I wanted to let the Board know, 
as a parent, I was on the fence 
about whether or not we want the 
teacher fired,” Syrette said. “Is this 
teacher going to get pushed back 


out in society to make the same 
choices? Is this teacher really 
learning from this situation?” 

Syrette also discussed the 
school’s lack of diversity. 

“The (MPHS) walls are filled 
with all non-Native people,” she 
said. “Where are the people that 
were first here? What about hav- 
ing our (Anishinaabemowin) 
language on the wall? Why not 
make each hallway in the build- 
ing open to diversity of all cul- 
tures in the school?” 

During the public open ses- 
sion, Board Vice President and 
retired MPHS Spanish teacher 
Rosa Johnson was the sole Board 
member to apologize for the 
teacher’s actions. 

Johnson said she “does not con- 
done” the other teacher’s behavior 
and “will do everything to not 
have it happen again.” 

Following that portion of the 
meeting, Board Trustee Taylor 
Sheahan- Stahl departed the meet- 
ing, and apologized to Montoya. 

“I feel (the teacher) did exactly 
as (the teacher) should have 


done,” Cloutier said. “And I’m 
proud of the teacher for that. I am 
not, however, at all satisfied with 
the School Board using policy 
when the offense of these chil- 
dren goes well beyond that. There 
were no protections for these chil- 
dren and that’s the responsibility 
of the School Board.” 

The Mt. Pleasant Public 
Schools’ mission statement is 
“Mt. Pleasant Public Schools, 
together with our community, 
inspires each student through 
exceptional educational opportu- 
nities to become an engaged citi- 
zen in a diverse, changing world.” 

Additionally, their “vision 
for the future” states, “Mt. 
Pleasant Public Schools is com- 
mitted to shaping the future of 
our schools and the community 
by creating a safe environment 
which encourages risk taking, 
embraces diversity, and offers 
innovative programs supporting 
lifelong learners...” 

As the SCIT representative 
portion concluded in the Board 
meeting, Odykirk said the 


schools and Board will continue 
to move forward with the Tribe. 

The PR department is currently 
looking to schedule a future cul- 
tural in-service meeting. 

Cloutier reached out to the 
Federal Office of Civil Rights 
and the American Civil Liberties 
Union Education Division in 
hope to address the issue of “why 
the School Board chose to stand 
behind policy when the offense 
to the students was so personal.” 

“It is not the Tribe’s responsi- 
bility to educate the educators,” 
Cloutier said. “The Tribe, histori- 
cally, has provided an enormous 
amount of information, resource 
and detail on our people, culture 
and history. I believe the School 
Board should take from that and 
put together an action plan.” 

More than 1,200 local area 
schools, including MPHS students 
did, however, attend the Nov. 5 
and 6 District Powwow, hosted 
in the Tribal Gym and Tribal 
Operations, where students were 
educated on Native American cul- 
ture, traditions and history. 


We Service What We SeCC 


Price & Payment, 0 Down Plus Tax, Title & Doc 









2010 Ford Ranger XLT 

Manual, 77k Miles, Gas 14 2.3L, 5 Speed, 
Air, Cruise, Vista Blue. #FT438A 

60 mos/$205/$i 0,995 


2011 Chevrolet HHR LT 

LT w 1LT, FWD, Auto, 66k Miles, 

Gas /Ethanol 14 2.2L. #FU027B 

66 mos/$178/$i 0,498 


2010 Ford Taurus SEL 

FWD, Auto, 63k Miles, Gas V6 3.5L, 
1-Owner, Cruise, MP3. #FP070A 

60 mos/$259/$i 3,995 


2012 Ford Focus S FWD 

Auto, 46k Miles, Gas 14 2.0L, Blue in 
Color, MP3, Keyless Entry . #FU214 

72 mos/$179/$i 1,300 


2012 Jeep Wrangler 
Sahara Unlimited 4WD 

Auto, 35k Miles, Gas V6 3.6L. #FU148 

72 mos/$491/$30,695 


2014 Jeep Patriot 
Latitude FWD 

Auto, 16k Miles, Gas 14 2.4L. #FU146 

72 mos/$309/$i 9,450 


2006 Ford F-150 XLT 

Auto, 149k Miles, Gas V6 5.4L, Silver 
Metallic, Extended Cab, 4WD. #FU177A 

42 mos/$1 73/$6,665 


2011 Ford Fiesta SE 

Auto, 44k Miles, Gas 14 1.6L, Full Power, 
1 -Owner, FWD, MP3. #FC082A 

66 mos/$175/$io,298 


2006 Ford Five Hundred 

Auto, 117k Miles, Gas V6 3.0 L, FWD, 
Limited, 1 -Owner. #GC014A 

42 mos/$156/$5,995 


2013 Ford Edge SEL 

Auto, 22k Miles, Gas V6 3.5L, AWD, 
Cruise, Mineral Gray Metallic. #FP055 

72 mos/$454/$28,500 


2012 Ford F-150 XLT 

Auto, 36k Miles, Gas/Eth. V8 5.0L, 
4WD, Crew Cab, Cruise, MP3. #EP035 

72 mos/$494/$30,800 


2014 GMC Terrain SLE 

Auto, 9k Miles, Gas/Eth. 14 2.4L, FWD, 
1-Owner, MP3, Gray. #GC017A 

72 mos/$341/$2i,495 


2011 Chevy Silverado 
1500 LT Crew Cab 4WD 

60k Miles, Gas/Eth. V6 5.3L. #FT441A 

66 rnOS/$446/$25,995 


2012 Mazda6 I Sport 

Auto, 38k Miles, FWD, Gas 14 2.5L, 
Fireglow Red, Cruise, MP3. #FU140 

72 mos/$234/$i 4,700 


2010 Ford Fusion SE 

Auto, 113k Miles, Gas 14 2.5L, 4 Door, 
Full Power, Local Trade. #FT318B 

60 mos/$169/$8,995 


2011 Mercury Mariner 

Auto, 125k Miles, Gas 14 2.5L, FWD, 
Black Metallic, 1 -Owner. #FU160A 

66 mos/$169/$9,995 


2014 Ford F-150 XL 

Auto, 5k Miles, Regular Cab, 8Ft Box, 
Gas V8 5.0L, Air, RWD. #FU206 

72 mos/$358/$22,500 


2014 Chevy Cruze FWD 

Auto, 26k Miles, Turbo Gas 14 1.4L, 
Silver Ice Metallic, 1 -Owner. #FU195 

72 mos/$246/$i 5,495 


2013 Nissan Titan SV 

Auto, 20k Miles, Gas V8 5.6L, Crew 
Cab, 4WD, Black, Cruise. #FU200 

72 mos/$469/$29,400 


2012 Chevy Camaro 

Auto, 23k Miles, V6 3.6L, 1LT, RWD, 
Convertable, Inferno Orange. #FU178 

72 mos/$364/$22,800 


2011 Chrysler Town & 
Country Touring FWD 

Auto, 67k Miles, V6 3.6L. #FU163A 

66 mos/$257/$i4,996 


2013 Ford Escape SEL 

Auto, 57k Miles, Turbo Gas 14 1.6L, 
4WD, Cruise, MP3. #GT014A 

72 mos/$294/$i 8,488 


2013 Ford F-250 XLT 

Auto, 44k Miles, Gas/Eth. V8 6.2L, 
4WD, Ext. Cab, Cruise. #FU190 

72 mos/$486/$30,495 


2013 GMC Sierra 1500 

Auto, 24k Miles, Gas/Eth. V8 5.3L, SLE 
Crew, 4WD, Cruise, MP3. #FU181 

72 mos/$506/$3i ,650 


2014 E250 Cargo Van 

Auto, 7k Miles, Regular Unleaded V8 4.6L, 
Air, Cruise, White in Color. #FU204 

72 mos/$366/$23,900 


2013 Ford F-150 4WD 

Auto, 26k Miles, Gas/Eth. V8 6.2L, 
Crew Cab, 1 -Owner, MP3. #FU175 

72 mos/$486/$30,500 


2010 Ford Fusion SE 

Auto, 57k Miles, FWD, Gas 14 2.5L, Red 
Candy Metallic, Cruise, MP3. #FU185 

60 mos/$235/$i 2,650 


2010 Ford Ranger 
Sport Ext. Cab 4WD 

Auto, 68k Miles, Gas V6 4.0L. #FU194 

60 mos/$324/$i 7,495 


2013 Ford Fusion SE 

Certified, Auto, 43k Miles, Turbo 14 1.6L, 
Full Power, Black, 1 -Owner. #FP082 

72 mOS/$261/$1 6,495 


2012 Ford Escape SEL 

Auto, 45k Miles, Turbo Gas 14 1.6L, 
Ginger Ale Metallic, 1 -Owner. #FP023 

72 mos/$299/$i 8,850 


2013 Ford Explorer 

Auto, 27k Miles, V6 3.5L, XLT, FWD, 
Trailer Tow Package. #FP040 

72 mos/$527/$32,995 


2011 Lincoln MKSAWD 

Auto, 46k Miles, Gas V6 3.7L, White 
Platinum Tri-Coat, MP3. #FU215 

66 mos/$344/$i 9,500 




2013 Lincoln MKZ 

Auto, 12k Miles, Turbo Gas 14 2.0L, 
Certified, FWD, Cruise. #FP046 

72 mos/$469/$29,450 


2014 Chevy Silverado 

62k Miles, Gas/Eth. V8 5.3L, 4WD, 
1500 LT Ext. Cab. #FU136 

72 mos/$472/$29,600 


2009 Dodge Caliber SXT 

47k Miles, 4 Dr., Manual, Gas 14 1.8L, 
Tan in Color, Cruise, Tilt. #FU1 98 

60 mos/$1 66/$8,750 


KRAPOHL’S 


WE BUY 

Clean Cars, Trucks & SUV’s 


Visit our website 

WWW.KRAPOHL.COM 

for our entire inventory! 

Price & Payment $0 Down plus tax, title and doc. Financing 4.9% fixed rate and approved credit. Down payment or trade equity will lower payment. All vehicles subject to prior sale. *See dealer for details. 


1 - 800 - 772-5974 | Mt. Pleasant • 1 Block East of Meijer 
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Domestic Violence Awareness Month concluded with Empowerment Night 


NATA LIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

As Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month came to an end, empow- 
ering and pampering were the 
themes at the Oct. 29 Nami 
Migizi Nangwiihgan-hosted 
Empowerment Night. 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Gym was filled with Tribal 
departments and local businesses 
offering services to domestic vio- 
lence victims and all guests. 

The 6 to 8 p.m. occasion 
brought in: The Soaring Eagle 
Spa to provide massages and 
manicures; M.J. Murphy Beauty 
College students doing hair and 
manicures, Anna Hon of Nimkee 
Clinic offering stress manage- 
ment with kinetic sand and 
Nbakade Family Restaurant pro- 
viding dinner. 

Robert Storrer of Residential 
Treatment Center and Rita Lutes 
Pulley of Behavioral Health pro- 
vided acupuncture. 

DJ Lupe Gonzalez provided 
music and raffled off prizes 
throughout the night. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Event organizer/Domestic 
Violence Support Tech 
Nicole Nedwash takes a 
break at the event and gets 
her hair done. 


Marcella Hadden of Niibing 
Gizis Photography snapped 
portraits, Daisy Kostus 
offered reflexology, Beatrice 
Jackson provided smudging, 
Isabelle Osawamick shared 
the language, Carol Corbiere 
presented Crystal Care 
Homeopathy, Diana Chipp 
provided a “five things I love 
about myself’ activity and 
TIME Honored Occasions pro- 
vided a photo booth. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Julie Whitepigeon gets her 
hair done by MJ Murphy 
Beauty School students. 

The Snowbirds Mae Pego, 
Christa Gomez, Ndaunis Pego, 
Judy Scheuffele, Roxanne 
Sawade, Anita Hall, Lois 
Dockery, Carol Corbiere and 
Beatrice Jackson; performed 
songs for the crowd. 

Nicole Nedwash, domestic 
violence support tech of NMN, 
began planning the event Oct. 6. 

“(My favorite part of the 
event was) our community com- 
ing together as one,” Nedwash 


said. “The memories we made, 
seeing everyone having a great 
time, the laughter, the dancing, 
the singing, the smudging and 
the photos being taken.” 

Throughout the night, a total 
of 157 people attended. 

Representatives from 

Women’s Aid Services and the 
Women’s Shelter in Midland 
were also present. 

Belly dancers Deanna 
Monhan, Michelle George and 
Marcella Garcia of the Nimkee 
Fitness exercise class performed 
a dance number. 

Nedwash wished to thank 
those who attended as well as 
the volunteers. 

“I would like to thank every- 
one on behalf of Nami Migizi 
Nangwiihgan for your time as 
well as your generous gifts,” she 
said. “Your generosity means 
so much to me and our commu- 
nity. The energy in the room was 
empowering. I’m proud of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe, 
our employees, and all our volun- 
teers. I can’t wait until next year’s 
Empowerment Night.” 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Substance Abuse Counselor 
Robert Storrer gives 
acupuncture to a guest. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Anna Hon’s stress relief 
station with kinetic sand 
was a popular attraction. 


Sexual Assault Response Team 


presents investigation and strangulation training 


NATA LIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

On Oct. 19-20 and Oct. 21-22, 
the Saginaw Chippewa Sexual 
Assault Response Team 
brought a free Trauma Informed 
Sexual Assault Investigation & 
Strangulation Training to the 
Ziibiwing Center. 

Two different groups of 
individuals attended the two- 
day training. 

The training was open to law 
enforcement, medical profession- 
als, prosecutors, investigators and 
others in professions that handle 
the matters addressed. 

A total of 118 profession- 
als attended: Tribal Court, 
Behavioral Health Programs, 
Nimkee Clinic, Lac Vieux 
Desert Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians, McLaren 
Central Michigan, Central 
Michigan University Counseling 
Center, Michigan Department of 
Health & Human Services, and 
Isabella County’s Prosecutor’s 
Office and District Court. 

Also present were many 
police officers from the Tribe, 
Mount Pleasant City, Isabella 
County Sheriff, Michigan State, 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 


Russell Strand, behavioral 
sciences education and 
training division chief 
of the U.S. Army Military 
Police School, presents 
during the Oct. 19 training 
provided by SCIT’s SART. 

Shepherd, CMU and Little River 
Band of Ottawa Indians. 

SART Lead Brooke Huber 
began planning the training in 
April 2015. 

“Our Tribal Police Department 
completed a needs assessment 
and identified topics of trauma 
informed sexual assault investi- 
gations and strangulation assaults 
as areas of interest,” Huber said. 

Training topics included: 
Understanding trauma in sexual 
assault investigation and prosecu- 
tion, injuries of fatal and non-fatal 
suffocation in family violence 


cases, forensic medical find- 
ings in intimate partner assaults, 
investigating domestic violence 
cases — looking beyond injury, 
overcoming the consent defense 
- defining consent and its (mis) 
application in sexual assault tri- 
als, alcohol and other drug-facili- 
tated sexual assault and the sexual 
assault medical forensic examina- 
tion - understanding the role of 
SANEs and medical evidence in 
the court room. 

SART brought in four pre- 
senters including: Dean Hawley, 
Herbert Tanner Jr., Leslie Hagen 
and Russell Strand. 

Hawley is a forensic patholo- 
gist, tenured professor of pathol- 
ogy and laboratory medicine, 
and director of autopsy services 
at Indiana University. He has 
been practicing and testifying as 
an expert witness for 30 years. 

Tanner is director of the 
Violence Against Women Project 
within the Prosecuting Attorneys 
Association of Michigan. He 
lectures for prosecutors and law 
enforcement organizations on 
domestic violence examinations, 
sexual assault, the impact of 
investigation trauma and pros- 
ecution and visual trials topics. 



Tribal Employees wear purple for Domestic Violence Awareness 


Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

On Friday, Oct. 15, Saginaw Chippewa Tribal employees wore purple or the 
Nami Migizi Nangwiihgan 2015 T-shirts for Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month. The NMN team provided the complimentary shirts, while they lasted. 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

The Oct. 19 Strangulation Training class was a sizeable 
crowd in the packed Ziibiwing Center conference room. 


Hagen is the national Indian 
Country training coordina- 
tor for the executive office 
for United States Attorneys. 
She was an assistant United 
States attorney where she was 
assigned to violent crime in 
Indian Country to handle fed- 
eral prosecutions and training 
on domestic violence, sexual 
assault and child abuse issues. 

Strand is the behavioral 
sciences education and train- 
ing division chief of the U.S. 
Army Military Police School. 
He developed the Forensic 
Experiential Trauma Interview 
technique which provides a way 
to interview victims without 
making them relive the assault 
in a re-victimizing manner. 

The project was supported by 
the OVW FY13 Award #2013- 
TW- AX-003 9 through the 
Violence Against Women Tribal 


Governments Program Grant. 

“Per our grant, we have 
allocated funding to provide 
training to our Tribal Police 
Department, but we decided to 
make the opportunity available 
to all tribal law enforcement 
departments in Michigan, as 
well as other local profession- 
als,” Huber said. 

Along with SART, further 
Tribal departments made the 
event feasible. 

“I would like to send a 
huge thank you to the Soaring 
Eagle Casino & Resort Food & 
Beverage Department for pro- 
viding ample refreshments and 
lunches each day, to (SECR) for 
assisting in hotel accommoda- 
tions, to the Ziibiwing Center 
for hosting us, to Chief Steve 
Pego for opening the training in 
prayer, and to our four wonder- 
ful presenters,” Huber said. 



Positions Now Available! 


Apply today at 

www.migiziedc.com 
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Anishinabe Ogitchedaw annual feast shines by welcoming 
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home Native veterans 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Keeping with the feast teachings learned from 
their mom Sandi, Tribal youth Hopie, Emily 
and Mishiike (Makayla) Stevens offer heart 
berries to all in attendance. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

The Anishinabe Ogitchedaw honor 
guard came into the venue from the 
eastern door to begin grand entry. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

There are very few events that 
are more touching than welcom- 
ing loved ones home. 

Take a moment and imag- 
ine the love of being able to 
be present while “Welcoming 
Home our Native Veterans.” 
That was the theme of the 
annual veterans feast for 
the Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 
Veterans Warrior Society on 
Nov. 15 at 18:00 hours. 

The event, as usual, had 
a capacity crowd that filled 
all three of the Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort ballroom. 

Ogitchedaw Weekaun Kent 
Jackson brought the medicine to 
bless the area and smudged the 
three eagle staffs, the Mino Ode 
Singers and the Ogitchedaw 
honor guard. 

The grand entry and flag 
song worked with military pre- 
cision as the lineup of warriors 
proceeded into the venue from 
the eastern door. 

Leading the grand entry 
was Larry Peters carrying the 
Ogitchedaw Warrior staff. 

The other veterans of the 
honor guard included Willard 
Big Joe (healing staff), Kent 
Jackson (healing staff), Damian 
Fisher (SCIT Tribal flag), 


Jonathan Cabral (U.S. flag), Nels 
Larson (Canadian flag), David 
Perez, Sr. (State of Michigan 
flag), Sharon Big Joe (U.S. 
Army flag), Ken Soney (U.S. 
Navy flag), Cecil John (U.S. 
Air Force flag), Jim Adams 
(U.S. Marine Corp. flag) and 
Ken Werth (POW/MIA flag). 

Mini and Mike Perez served 
as Ogitchedaw gatekeepers 
while Ogitchedaw Veterans 
Butch DeVemey and Chuck 
Knowles served as door guards. 

After the posting of col- 
ors, there was a roll call of 
Ogitchedaw Veterans while the 
Mino Ode drum offered a vet- 
erans song for all in attendance. 

Ogitchedaw Secretary Tony 
Perry was a part of the Nov. 1 1 
celebration and was grateful for 
another outpouring. 

“So very glad there was a 
great turn out from the com- 
munity,” Perry said. “It is 
always a huge honor for the 
(Ogitchedaw) of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe to be 
hosts to everyone for the night. 
Many of our speakers shared 
their personal experiences 
and almost all of them talked 
about the support we get 
from our families. Our guests 
in attendance said the meal 
was awesome. There were 
so many highlights from the 
wonderful night. I would like 


to give a chi-miigwetch to the 
entire community from all the 
Ogitchedaw for their contin- 
ued support of what we do for 
our Tribes and our country.” 

Guest speakers included 
George Martin, Lac Courte 
Oreilles elder and Korea and 
Vietnam Air Force veteran; and 
also Jim Adams, U.S. Marine 
Corp. veteran. 

“Our jobs as warriors 
who give a life of service (is 
to) know our work is never 
done,” Martin said. “It is like 
the teachings and the stories 
we learn from our life expe- 
riences and in the lodge. We 
are taught through the influ- 
ences that we have lived, and 
we know the true wisdom is in 
knowing we don’t know, but 


we are willing to 
learn and know the 
Creator is working 
in our lives when 
we embrace the 
teachings of the 
sacred fire.” 

Isabella Osawamick, 
Anish-inabe Language 

Revitalization teacher, offered 
a prayer in Anishinabemowin 
folio wed by a five-course buffet 
dinner prepared by the SECR 
Food & Beverage Department. 

SCIT Chief Steven Pego 
ushered in the new Ogitchedaw 
leadership where Perry, 
Damian Fisher, John Cabral, 
Chuck Knowles and David 
Perez Sr. raised their hands to 
pledge their commitment to the 
oath of office. 


Special recognitions for the 
night included a POW table, 
a meal setting with a single 
chair and white rose, a tribute 
for those who gave the ulti- 
mate sacrifice for our country. 

Cherokee Tribal Elder 
Morning Star from Barry ton 
received a special tribute signed 
by Gov. Rick Snyder marking 
her years of service to veterans 
and the community. Star and her 
family made the event a birth- 
day party as she celebrated her 
100th on Nov. 16. 


Aspiring filmmaker Devin Weekley-Dean chosen for Sundance Full Circle Fellowship 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Devin Weekley-Dean is making the journey from an actor in 
community theatre to filmmaker. 


J OSEPH V. SOW MICK 

Photojournalist 

On Nov. 2, aspiring filmmaker 
Devin Weekley-Dean and his 
family were pleasantly surprised 
and honored to leam he was 
selected for a Sundance 2016 
Full Circle Fellowship. 

Weekley-Dean spent most 
of his childhood performing in 
community theatre plays at the 
Broadway Theatre in down- 
town Mount Pleasant, and cred- 
its the vocational training he 
received through his high school 
courses at the Mt. Pleasant Area 
Technical Center as a primary 
influence to pursue filmmaking. 

“I owe a lot of the support 
to my mom (Betsey Weekley) 
and my family for being there 
through the practices and 
encouraging me to be creative,” 
Weekley-Dean said. “I’m a per- 
fectionist, so if my work is not 
exactly how I'd like it, I tend 
to be my own worst critic and 
almost feel like I don't want to 
show it to people.” 


“A lot of my inspiration 
came from the time I spent in 
the radio production studios and 
I have to make a big shout out 
to Mr. (Dan) Bragg because he 
taught me everything to start 
with,” he said. “I would also 
include my friend Ben and my 
cousin Travis as part of my sup- 
port also.” 

Weekley-Dean plans to 
begin his Sundance journey 
with other selected Native 
American filmmakers at the 
annual Native Forum Jan. 
21-31 in Park City, Utah. 

The gathering will be during 
the launch of the 2016 Sundance 
Film Festival. 

Joining Devin at Sundance 
will be 2016 Full Circle Fellows 
from the Dine First Nation 
(Megan Babbitt, Taylor Bennett- 
Begaye and Shaandiin Tome.) 

Elizabeth Hill, Doodem 
Ogiishkimanisii, from the Red 
Lake Band of Ojibwe, works 
in media relations and com- 
munity outreach to Native 
communities for Sundance 


Institute’s Native American 
and Indigenous Film Program. 

For the past few years, with 
the help of a generous grant from 
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, 
Hill said there has been a special 
emphasis on encouraging young 
Native filmmakers ages 18 to 24 
from Michigan and New Mexico 
to apply for Sundance Institute's 
Full Circle Fellowships. 

Hill said the program is 
designed to give training and 
mentorship to young artists 
through workshops, meetings 
and networking at the Sundance 
Film Festival. 

“As the program’s con- 
tract public relations spe- 
cialist, I work closely with 
the program’s director N. 
Bird Runningwater, who is 
Cheyenne and Mescalero 
Apache, and his staff,” Hill 
said. “They ensure that aspir- 
ing young Native filmmakers, 
such as Arlan George, who 
was selected as a 2015 Fellow 
and to Devin Weekley-Dean, 
will have opportunities to be 
mentored and grow in their 
craft. It’s my role to get the 
word out to Native media, in 
particular, about the Fellows 
and to help the Fellows with 
media interviews.” 

Runningwater was impressed 
by the energy George brought to 
the Full Circle program and is 
excited to have another Saginaw 
Chippewa student to mentor. 

“Through the Full Circle 
Fellowship, we build on our 
longstanding mentorship and 


support for three generations 
of Native filmmakers by focus- 
ing on the emerging fourth 
generation and ensuring these 
young artists have the tools and 
resources to share their stories,” 
Runningwater said. “We look 
forward to a year full of creativ- 
ity, collaboration and inspiring 
experiences with these very tal- 
ented artists.” 

The Fellowship is a yearlong 
program and includes many 
activities and opportunities that 
are not available anywhere else. 

Following Sundance Institute 
President and Founder Robert 
Redford's original vision and 
commitment to supporting Native 
American artists, the Fellowship 
program develops and supports 
young Native filmmakers and 
offers support for Native artists at 
all stages of their careers. 

“It’s crucial that Native 
American artists know they can 
get involved with the program so I 
also advise on community groups 
who can help us spread the word 
and partner on events to deepen 


the program's impact,” Hill said. 
“Since I am also Ojibwe, I am 
especially proud of both Arlan 
and Devin. I love seeing our 
young people succeed and start 
on their life journeys to realize 
their professional dreams.” 

Weekley-Dean said the best 
part about film is “that you can 
take a story in your head and you 
make it come alive.” 

“It doesn't matter what it is, or 
how it looks,” he said. “It's more 
fun to make a film than watch it.” 

After solving equipment con- 
cerns, he soon will begin a pro- 
duction project. 

“(The project’s) going to be 
a documentary-style film about 
per capita revenue sharing 
that will try to show all sides 
of story and I want it to be as 
real and factual as possible,” he 
said. “If there are any Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal Members who 
have received per cap that would 
be willing to be interviewed in 
front of a camera, please contact 
me at arcticbumproductions@ 
gmail.com.” 


/Chippewa 



989 - 779-2227 Vf+u 
Available for All of Your Central & Northern Michigan Needs! 

No Distance Too Far! | Enjoy Our Wine & Micro Brew Tours In Traverse City! 


Need A Ride? 

We Can Help!! Lift Van Available 

In Vehicle Electronic Credit Card Processing 

For All Major Credit Cards 


VISA 


discover: 


• Casino Runs 

• Seniors 
•Work 

• Lift Vans 

• Golf Courses 
•Weddings 

• Party Vans 

• Bar Runs 

• Ski Resorts 


• Airport Pickup and Drop Off 

Airline Vouchers Accepted 

• Corporate Accounts Welcomed 

Available with Direct Billing 

• Medical Transportation Services 

With Direct Insurance Billing 

Facebook Us @ Chippewacabalma 
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Community „ 


Tribal Council welcomes Lt. Gov. Brian Calley at Chamber Legislative Breakfast 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

The Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe has been a cor- 
porate sponsor of the Mount 
Pleasant Chamber of Commerce 
Legislative Breakfast for many 
years, and the effort pays divi- 
dends when special guests visit 
the Reservation of the first time. 

On Oct. 23, Lt. Gov. Brian 
Calley (R-Dearborn) came 
to address a packed house of 
business leaders and govern- 
ment officials at the Soaring 
Eagle Casino & Resort Three 
Fires Room. 

Also joining were 33rd 
District State Senator Judy 
Emmons (R-Sheridan) and 
99th District House Speaker 
Kevin Cotter (R-Mt. Pleasant). 

SCIT Public Relations 
Director and Chamber 
Executive Board Member 
Frank Cloutier also spoke at 
the event and shared a pre- 
pared statement from Tribal 
Chief Steven Pego who was 
unable to attend the event. 

“It is always nice to be able 
to host this event,” said Pego’s 
letter. “I think it is important 
that we stay connected leg- 
islatively and support one 
another on common ground. 
It is important to have legisla- 
tors come to the Reservation 



Courtesy of Mt. Pleasant Chamber of Commerce 


Lt. Gov. Brian Calley 
addresses a packed Three 
Fires Room as SECR was 
host of the Mt. Pleasant 
Chamber of Commerce 
Legislative Breakfast. 

and see what we are doing to 
promote business. After all 
we are in this together and 
together we will succeed.” 

Calley said the Michigan 
Tribes are an integral part of 
the communities, not only from 
what they bring to the business 
climate, but also the cultural 
richness they have. 

“The cooperation, under- 
standing and the intentional 
efforts to build and maintain 
these relationships makes us all 
stronger,” Calley said. “We are 
pleased as an administration to 
continue this tradition of out- 
reach and we can see the benefit 
as we move forward. Michigan is 


dealing with infrastructure ques- 
tions and we need to continue to 
operate together for the success 
of our people. These major infra- 
structure resource constraints 
right now and it is the number 
one issue on our plate.” 

Calley maintained a sense of 
optimism that there is progress 
being made that will benefit 
the business communities and 
Michigan citizens. 

“We are inching forward 
every day toward a long-term 
sustainable solution,” he said. 
“The infrastructure of Michigan 
is like a circulatory system for 
our economy. To the extent that 
we can get that fixed it will really 
improve the overall economic 
outcomes for our entire state.” 

As a Mt. Pleasant resident, 
Cotter said he can see the Tribal 
investment of infrastructure first 
hand in projects on Leaton Road, 
M-20 and the work on Enterprise 
Drive near the Tribal College. 

“This is essential as we 
look at the issue of road fund- 
ing and infrastructure improve- 
ment and this is a serious local 
issue for Mt. Pleasant as well 
as a statewide issue,” Cotter 
said. “Something that we are 
working on at the State Capitol 
is how we can be a better part- 
ner to provide funding for our 
road investment. It’s important 
to keep in mind we have an 


investment that is laying out 
there on the ground and we 
need to provide safe roads in the 
state. It is because of the under- 
funding over the years that we 
find that investment is deterio- 
rating. We are close to getting a 
funding package done that will 
directly impact the quality of 
roads in Isabella County.” 

From the podium, Cotter 
publically recognized the Tribe, 
and commended SCIT for recent 
humanitarian efforts. 

“I was so proud when I 
saw the news of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe step- 
ping up and making that contri- 
bution to the residents of Flint,” 
Cotter said. “What happened in 
Flint was an absolute tragedy. 
The Tribe helped with meeting 
the needs of a serious public 
health concern. Following the 
Tribe’s lead, we were able to 


help by passing some funding 
at the state level because that’s 
the kind of thing we need to do. 
We need to step up and help 
others in times of crisis.” 

Chamber President Bret 
Hyble thanked the Council and 
Cloutier for their generosity in 
supporting events like the break- 
fast and mentioned the next 
function will be at the Comfort 
Inn on Dec. 9 for their holiday 
“Business After Hours.” 

“The Mt. Pleasant Area 
Chamber of Commerce has 
enjoyed a lot of sponsorship 
from the Tribe and the best part 
about that is we get to highlight 
our Tribal business interests to 
the professional community,” 
Cloutier said. “It is an honor to 
serve on the executive chamber 
board and we find a lot of com- 
mon ground as we share with 
each other at these functions.” 


Annual Christmas Bazaar 

Faith Indian Church of the Nazarene 

6304 E. Broadway - Mt. Pleasant, Ml 

Dec. 5, 2015 

9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. in God’s Cabin 

Lunch Served in the Church 

10:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. *Donations* 



**Church Youth Bake Sale** 


For more information: 

Darlene Perry: 989.463.1699 
Cathy Chamberlain: 989.828.4036 







Experience the fascinating history and rich culture of the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan at the Midwest's Premier American Indian Museum 


ZllBIWING 

CENTER 

OPENMONDAY- 

SATURDAY 

10am-6pm 


6650 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI, 48858 • 989.775.4750 • www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing 


FREE £ OPEN TO TtlE PUBLIC 


Community Cultural 

Teaching t , Least 

December 12 • 12-4PM 

Celebrating Anishinabe Performance Circle 
10 year anniversary! 


2007 Anishinabe Performance Circle 


2010 Anishinabe Performance Circle 


2013 Anishinabe Performance Circle 


Agenda: 

12:00 Welcome 
12:15 Feast 
1:15 Cultural Arts 
Adult Activities 

• Birch Bark Canoe 
Ornament Making 

• Cookie Decorating 
Youth Activities 

• Holiday Crafts 

• Cookie Decorating 
3:00 Anishinabe Performance 

Circle Presentation 
4:00 Closing 


CALLING ALL 
VOLUNTEERS! 

If you want to be a part of the 
Ziibiwing Mission to support 
the culture of the Anishinabek 
please call us at 989.775.4750. 


November 14, 2015 - April 9, 2016 


Happy Ho 
the staff at Zii 


Celebrating 10th Anniversary! 

2015 PERFORMANCE CIRCLE 
GRADUATION 

December 1 5 
6pm 


§ BROADWAY THEATRE 
216 E. BROADWAY 
MT. PLEASANT, MI 


Invite your 
friends! 


Reception 

immediately 

following 

graduation 


Free & Open 
to the Public 


UPCOMING JANUARY EVENTS: Vendor Workshop/January 26 • Cranbrook Lecture/ January 30 
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Youth Council representatives encourage youth to graduate, seek higher education 


NATA LIE SHAT TUCK 

Editor 

“How many of your family mem- 
bers have dropped out of school?” 
asked Frank Cloutier, SCIT pub- 
lic relations director, at the Oct. 
29 Youth Council “Planning Your 
Future” presentation. 

Nearly all of the eight 
students in the Odyssey 
Alternative High School class- 
room raised their hands. 

Throughout October, Youth 
Council representatives; Tonya 
Jackson, youth empowerment 
aid and Youth Council advisor; 
Tribal Council Chaplain Jennifer 
Wassegijig; and public relations 
staff traveled to local middle and 
high schools to discuss the low 
Tribal Member graduation rate. 



Observer photo Natalie Shattuck 


Jasmyne Jackson, co-pres- 
ident for Youth Council, 
gives a “Planning Your 
Future” presentation. 

Cloutier, Tonya Jackson and 
Jasmyne Jackson, Youth Council 
co-president, also discussed per 
capita information and gaming 
revenue figures at Odyssey. 


“Today’s leadership (is) 
making decisions on per cap- 
ita distribution that will make 
it less than its current levels 
for the near future,” Jasmyne 
Jackson said. “Today is the day 
we prepare for tomorrow.” 

In July, the Tribal Council 
passed Resolution 15-131 to 
amend the per capita plan to 
require Tribal students, who 
will turn 18 after Dec. 31, 2015, 
to earn a high school diploma or 
equivalent to receive their adult 
per capita revenue sharing. 

Today, nearly 50 percent of 
SCIT high school students are 
not graduating. 

“Not receiving per capita if 
you do not graduate may not 
seem fair, but when you stop 
and think, 48 percent of your 


peers will not make the cut; 
they will either flunk out or 
drop out,” Cloutier said to the 
Odyssey students. 

Jasmyne Jackson advised her 
peers to stay in school. 

“Dropping out will result in 
the forfeit of escrow funds,” 
Jasmyne Jackson said. 

Cloutier reminded the stu- 
dents “if any Tribal Member 
breaks a law and becomes a 
felon, per capita will also get 
taken away from them.” 

Jasmyne Jackson wished to 
remind students that there are 
plenty of resources to aid with 
higher education, including: 
Michigan Indian Tuition Waiver, 
scholarships for fulFpart-time 
enrollment, a leadership program 
to complete schooling while 


gaining work experience, and 
receiving an imbursement for 
achieving outstanding grades. 

Along with Odyssey, pre- 
sentations were given at West 
Intermediate, Mount Pleasant 
High School, Shepherd mid- 
dle and high schools, and the 
WAY Program - Oasis. 

“The youth achievement 
advisor’s jobs are to help stu- 
dents pass their classes and 
move to the future,” said Marta 
Escamilia, advisor for Odyssey 
and Shepherd schools. 

“You have the chance to 
make the right choice, now will 
you?” Jasmyne Jackson asked 
the students. 

Future plans are being made 
for another presentation at Beal 
City schools. 


SEWPH food drive collects 2,911 items for Isabella County Soup Kitchen 


N ATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

‘Tis the season for giving 
back, and the Soaring Eagle 
Waterpark and Hotel continues 
to do just that. 

On Monday, Nov. 2, SEWPH 
hosted the “Splash Away 
Hunger food drive.” 

Guests could donate two or 
more food items for a one-day 
waterpark pass from 11 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. All donations were 
delivered to the Isabella County 
Soup Kitchen. 


A total of 77 1 guests brought 
in at least two canned goods 
or non-perishable food items, 
totaling 1,542 items. 

SEWPH employees also 
participated in the food drive 
for a little friendly departmen- 
tal competition. 

Amongst the departments, 
1,369 canned goods or non- 
perishable food items were 
collected. 

Admini s tration ( S ale s , 

Facilities, Promotions, Retail, 
Front Desk, Security, RV Park, 
Pro Shop) won the competi- 
tion, donating 963 items. 


The Food & Beverage depart- 
ment brought in 338 items, with 
Housekeeping collecting 66 
items and the Aquatics depart- 
ment gathering two items. 

“(There was) an amaz- 
ing response from our water- 
park guests and our (SEWPH 
employee) teams,” said SEWPH 
General Manager Bonnie 
Sprague. “It’s a great feeling 
knowing that we were able to give 
back to our local community. Our 
chosen recipient, Isabella County 
Soup Kitchen will receive over 
2,911 can goods and non-perish- 
able food items.” 



Observer photo Natalie Shattuck 

SEWPH employees and guests donated a total of 2,911 items 
for the “Splash Away Hunger food drive” on Nov. 2. The 
SEWPH staff pose for a photo before the Isabella County 
Soup Kitchen received the food items on Nov. 3. 


SCIT employees support AlCAF’s Indigenous women breast cancer campaign 


NAT ALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

The American Indian Cancer 
Foundation recently announced 
the first-ever Indigenous Pink 
Day, a national breast can- 
cer awareness campaign for 
Indigenous women. 

On Oct. 21, AICAF asked 
men and women of all ages to 
wear pink and share photos on 
social media using the hashtag 
#indigenouspink to spread breast 
cancer awareness, said AICAF 
Executive Director Kris Rhodes. 

That morning, Saginaw 


Chippewa Tribal employees 
posed for a photo wearing 
their pink attire in the Nimkee 
Clinic lobby. 

“All of America has jumped 
onto pink October and sometimes 
it’s done in ways that exploit 
the cancer issue,” Rhodes said, 
according to a press release. “But 
for the American Indian Cancer 
Foundation, Indigenous Pink is 
an important way to raise vis- 
ibility in our communities where 
cancer is still invisible and to take 
control with screening.” 

Breast cancer is the second 
leading cause of cancer death, 


and the most common cancer 
found in American Indian and 
Alaska Native women. But when 
breast cancer is found early, the 
five-year survival rate is 98 
percent, according to Susan G. 
Komen for the Cure. 

Nimkee Clinic employees 
continue to raise breast cancer 
awareness, not just during each 
October, but throughout the 
year. This year’s 20th annual 
Feather Link Tea brought much 
attention to the topic. 

For more information about 
Indigenous Pink Day, see amer 
icanindiancancer. org/pink. 



Observer photo Natalie Shattuck 


Saginaw Chippewa Tribal employees wore pink 
Oct. 21 to support the American Indian Cancer 
Foundation’s first-ever Indigenous Pink Day, 
a national breast cancer awareness campaign 
for Indigenous women. 



Need a Lawyer to Protect Your Rights? 


• Former Prosecutor for Isabella County for 12 years 

• Past President of Prosecuting Attorney Association of Michigan 

• Obtained “Not Guilty” verdicts in Homicide, Sexual Assault 
and Drunk Driving Cases 

• Mt. Pleasant Buyer’s Guide/Morning Sun and CM Life 
Newspaper awarded “People’s Choice Award” 

• Voted #1 “Best Attorney” for the last 13 years in a row! 


989.773.3423 or 800.336.3523 

2305 Hawthorn Dr, Suite C, Mt. Pleasant 

www.josephbarberi.com 


Assaults I Drug Charges I Negligent Homicide I Sex Charges I Fraud 
Embezzlement I Theft I Breaking & Entering I Murder Charges 
Domestic Violence I Drunk Driving I Juvenile Offenses 


Tribal Education Advisory Board (TEAB) 

Vacancy Announcement 

We are looking for SCIT Members with a love for learning and a willingness to 
share your wisdom to guide our cultural-based youth educational programs. 

Requirements: 

1. ) Must be a member of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan. 

2. ) Must be at least 18 years old. 

3. ) Must not be employed by the Saginaw Chippewa Education Department. 

Meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of each Month at 9 a.m. 
in the TEAB Conference Room 

Letters/emails of interest will be accepted until Jan. 4, 2016 at 12 p.m. 

Please send letters of interest/e-mails to: 

Tribal Education Administration 
7070 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

Or E-mail letter to: MMontoya@sagchip.org 

For further information call Christina Sharp at 989-775-4501 
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Email your submissions to 
observer@sagchip.org or turn 
them in to the Tribal Observer 
office located inside the Tribal 
Operations building. 


tailey 


Bailey is a 3 -year- | m 

old male Retriever/ I 
Black Lab mix. He 
came to HATS after 
his owners could 
no longer keep him 
due to a lifestyle 
change. He is very 
playful and needs 

a home that will give him enough exercise and 
play time. He loves walks, playing fetch and 
anything that involves water. He gets very happy 
when meeting new humans, so a household with 
companions 5 years of age or older is preferred. 


WHERE ON THE REZ? 


Do you know where this is? 

Answer the puzzle correctly by 
Dec. 1 1 through e-mail or 
telephone. Your name will go into 
a drawing and one winner will 
receive two free announcements 
in the Tribal Observer. 

Submit Answers To: 

dean tu@sagch ip. org 
or call 989-775-4010 


LUST MONTH: 


Lacrosse net in 
front of Ziibiwing 

Last Month's Winner: 

No Winner 


Dear WW: I secretly resent my brother and have had 
this type of feeling most of my life. Whenever he is 
around our dad, there is a show he puts on and it’s 
ridiculous! He plays the victim card every time. Even 
when we were small, he would get all the attention 
because he was so sick and in and out of hospitals. 
However, now that he’s a man, he needs to grow up. 
My dad is getting too old and can’t be changing his 
tire on his vehicle because he goes whining to him. 
I don’t get it, he’s not sick any more and more than 
capable of doing things on his own and give back for 
a change. How do I get him to see how selfish he is 
acting? Desperado’s Brother 

Dear Brother: There is absolutely nothing you can 
do to change their relationship so just stop before you 
even get started! Some people are needier than oth- 
ers and that’s just the way it is. It’s not because your 
father loves him any more than you. It’s because this 
is how the relationship developed when he was going 
in and out of hospitals. You are blessed to have your 
independence and not have to rely on anyone for their 
emotional or physical support. When the time comes 
and your father can no longer assist physically, that 
would be up to him to let your brother know. Until 
then, accept what you cannot change! 


Dear WW: I’m getting married next summer to the 
man of my dreams! However, I don’t want his sister 
invited to our wedding. Honestly, I feel if she gets 
invited, I will call the whole wedding off! She is mean 
and evil and no telling what she will do or say at the 
wedding. The woman is full of drama and I can see 
her accidently falling into the cake for attention. My 
fiance says because she is family, we HAVE to invite 
her. I say, invite her and you can walk down the aisle 
with her and not me! Divorce Before the Wedding 

Dear Wedding: If you feel that strongly, I would 
definitely advise you to postpone the wedding until 
you have a better handle on your emotions regard- 
ing your future sister-in-law. I agree with your hus- 
band. It would be a mistake not to invite her and 
will only cause strife within the family. Plan for the 
worse but hope for the best! 


Available at: The Humane Animal Treatment Society 

1 105 S. Isabella Rd. Mt. Pleasant Hatsweb.org 989.775.0830 Email: isabellahats@gmail.com 

Monday - Friday: 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Saturday: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. I Puppies: $175, Dogs: $160, Cats: $85 Senior Dogs: $100, Cats: $85 


opt a Pet 


Klaus 

Klaus is a 2-year- 
old male Domes- 
tic Shorthair mix. 

He is already 
neutered and has 
been with HATS 
since Oct. 28, 

2014. He is a lit- 
tle shy at first, but once he warms up, he’s 
a bundle of love. He’s looking for a quiet 
household to call his own, complete with 
someone to snuggle with all afternoon. And 
it wouldn’t hurt if they gave him treats. He is 
good with other cats and/or small dogs. 
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Funlvi Games 


AN ISH I N AAB EMOWI N 
WORD SEARCH 


The Wigwam has 
sheltered our ancestors 
from storms and bad 
weather since the dawn 
of time. The wigwam 
has witnessed the 
hardships our people 
have had to endure not 
only through the hands of change and war, but upon our 
strongest enemies, ourselves. The spirit of the wigwam 
does not forget and keeps with it the wisdom to guide the 
souls that have strayed back to a peaceful life. 

Comments or feedback can be sent to: 
wigwam_wisdom@yahoo.com 

*(WW is intended entertainment purposes only. Please make 
sure to seek professional counseling when necessary .) 


Dear WW: It never fails, every year my husband 
tells me he’s not going to drink during Christmas 
and New Years and, of course, I believe him. I feel 
if he really loves me, he would not drink as he 
promised. So I am prepared this year to teach him a 
lesson and if he drinks, we are through! I have been 
slowly taking things over to my mother’s house so 
when I do have to make the move, it won’t be so 
bad. Why do people tell you things and don’t go 
through with it time and time again? Last Straw 

Dear Last Straw: I believe the “people” you are 
referring to are called “alcoholics.” Actually, alco- 
holics have very good intentions, however, they are 
just that INTENTIONS. It comes with the disease 
just like lying and denial. Your husband probably 
really does want to quit but obviously can’t. Most 
alcoholics need some form of treatment in order to 
quit. I pray that he doesn’t end up in the court system 
in order for that to happen. For you, my dear, I would 
recommend Al- Anon which is a program for families 
and friends of alcoholics. One of the things it will 
teach you is to put the focus back on you and off of 
him. You can still have a wonderful holiday whether 
he drinks or not. Try it, what have you got to lose? 


Nichols, John, D, & Nyholm, Earl. A Concise Dictionary of Minnesota Ojibwe. University of Minnesota Press. Minneapolis. 1995. Title by Isabelle Osawamick. 


maawanji'idiwag 

come together 

onaagoshi-wiisini 

eat supper 

baapi 

laugh 

aajim 

tell stories 

miikindizi 

tease 

zaagichigaade 

be loved 

maamigin 

gather 

miinidiwag 

give 

biboonodaabaanens 

sled 

zhooshkwajiwe 

go sliding 

bimaada'e 

skate 

zhooshkoshimaan 

ski 

abinoojiiyens 

baby 

ingwizis 

son 

Gizhemanidoo 

God 

bi-naagozi 

appear 

nichiiwad 

stroming 

goon 

snow 

abininjiizo 

warm hands 

giizhoo'o 

dress warm 
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Snowbirds come together for a historic inaugural Chief’s Feast on Oct. 27 



Courtesy of Ziibiwing Center 


The first Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council from 1937 was hon- 
ored at the Chiefs Feast (E.B. Simonds, John Jackson, James 
Strong, Peter Bennett, Charles Chamberlain, Isaac Pelcher, 
Willis Jackson, Lewis Pontiac, Elijah Elk and Frank Peters.) 


JOSEP H V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

On Oct. 27, the Snowbird 
Singer hand drum ensemble 
came together with a historic 
idea... an inaugural community 
feast to honor Tribal chiefs and 
sub-chiefs, past and present. 

Snowbird Singer Mae Pego, 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal elder 
and Mide’ Eagle Clan Tribal 
elder, talked to her husband 
(Tribal Chief Steven Pego) 
about the idea and he embraced 
the idea of honoring chiefs and 
sub-chiefs. 

A large crowd flocked to the 
Eagles Nest Tribal Gym for the 
community potluck. 

The Mino Ode Singers opened 
the feast with a welcoming song, 
followed by a blessing of the food 
from Tribal Council Chaplain 
Jennifer Wassegijig. 

Frank Cloutier, SCIT pub- 
lic relations director, served as 
emcee for the event and had the 
audience captivated as he read 
a document prepared by Anita 
Heard, research center coordi- 
nator for the Ziibiwing Center. 

The Snowbirds also offered a 
song along with a water and straw- 
berry ceremony for the event. 

Outgoing Tribal Sub-Chief 
Lorna Kahgegab Call said she 
has served on numerous Tribal 
Councils and informed this was 
her last term. She personally 
thanked the community for all 
the support given to her and her 
family throughout the years. 


“I have been a sub-chief sev- 
eral times but Em starting to get 
what they call ‘over the hill’,” Call 
said. “It has been a real pleasure 
serving our people and we have 
come a long way since I worked 
as a CHR (community health rep- 
resentative) and Tribal clerk back 
in the ’70s and ‘80s.” 

Former Tribal Chief Dennis 
Kequom served four years at the 
helm of Tribal leadership and 
he publically congratulated the 
Snowbirds for hosting the event. 

“It’s kind of humbling to come 
in here and see all the people who 
served as chief and sub-chief, 
along with all the current and for- 
mer Council members,” Kequom 
said. “I agree with Steve Pego 
when he said it is a tremendous 
undertaking, and it does take a 
while to wind down after serving. 
All the trips to Washington get 
pretty long and the travel around 
the country is important but it 
does take you away from family.” 

Former Tribal Chief Kevin 
Chamberlain remembers how the 
Tribe has changed throughout the 
years and commended his fellow 
leaders on their resolve. 

“Everybody that was sitting up 
here, I can guarantee you when 
they took office, they had nothing 
but good intentions and I believe 
they still do,” Chamberlain said. “I 
do believe this is the start of some- 
thing special because they have 
wisdom that we, as a community, 
should be tapping into. They have 
all been on councils at different 
times and have seen the good, the 


bad and the ugly. Historically, we 
have always looked to our chiefs 
for wisdom and I think we still 
need to do that.” 

Chamberlain advocated for 
a chief’s council that would 
be available to help the cur- 
rent Tribal Council and many 
applauded the idea. 

Former Tribal Sub-Chief 
Bernard Sprague kept the ideas 
flowing with a special one of 
his own. 

Sprague served on numerous 
councils. He said the first Tribal 
Council should be honored and 
never forgotten, as they were 
called to duty and served the Tribe 
with commitment and wisdom. 

“Many of the laws estab- 
lished by the first Council took 
days and weeks to finalize but 
the members were committed to 
the cause and worked tirelessly 
to get the job done,” Sprague 
said. “This was true wisdom and 
leadership by these individuals 
for they did not receive com- 
pensation for their efforts; their 
motivation was securing the 
future for the next seven genera- 
tions and beyond. I will always 
honor and respect these individ- 
uals for their courage, wisdom, 
visions and commitment.” 

The first Council had to 
establish codes and ordinances 
to comply with the federal gov- 
ernment to establish the Isabella 
Reservation, and many of these 
are still in effect today, some 
have been amended, but most are 
still the law of the land. 

“The vision the Tribal 
Council had in establishing the 
first Tribal Constitution was 
remarkable,” Sprague said. 
“They prepared the document so 
we could grow and expand with 
the times... Although this con- 
stitution was amended in 1986, 
much of the original wording in 
the sections is the same words of 
these wise leaders who continue 
to guide us.” 

Sprague pledged his support 
and is committed to establishing 
a landmark honoring the members 
of the first Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Council. 


“If a committee is established 
to achieve this, I would like 
the opportunity to serve on this 
board,” Sprague said. 

Heard offered the Tribal 
Observer a historic photo 
taken in 1937 of the first 
Council that approved the first 
Tribal Constitution. 

The photo is from the 
Ziibiwing Center Fewis 


Pontiac image collection and 
can be found on page 102 of 
the Tribal history book “Diba 
Jimooyung”. 

The 1937 Council included 
Tribal Chief Elijah Elk, E.B. 
Simonds, John Jackson, James 
Strong, Peter Bennett, Charles 
Chamberlain, Isaac Pelcher, 
Willis Jackson, Frank Peters 
and Lewis Pontiac. 



Seven Tribal leaders were at the head table during inaugu- 
ral feast (pictured left to right: Dennis Kequom, Bernard 
Sprague, Audrey Falcon, Lorna Kahgegab Call, Steven Pego, 
Kevin Chamberlain and Phil Peters Sr.). 


SCIT Tribal Chiefs from 1937 to 1990 (deceased) 

• Chief Elijah Elk 1937-1939, 1950-1956 

• Chief Willis Jackson 1939-1941, 1945-1949, 1956-1969 

• Chief James Strong 1941-1943, 1949-1950 

• Chief Elmer B. Simonds 1943-1945 

• Chief Peter Otto 1975-1982 

• Chief Arnold Sowmick 1982-1990 

SCIT Tribal Chiefs and Sub-Chief since 1990 (living) 

• Chief Kevin Chamberlain 

• Chief and Sub-Chief Tim Davis 

• Chief Phil Peters Sr. 

• Chief Maynard Kahgegab Jr. 

• Sub-Chief David Otto 

• Sub-Chief Robert Pego Sr. 

• Chief Audrey Falcon 

• Sub-Chief Bernard Sprague 

• Chief Fred Cantu Jr. 

• Sub-Chief Ruth Moses 

• Chief Ron Falcon 

• Chief Gail George (first female chief) 

• Sub-Chief Lorna Kahgegab Call 

• Chief Steve Pego 

• Chief Dennis Kequom Sr. 

• Sub-Chief Julius Peters 

• Sub-Chief Diana Quigno-Grundahl 


Editorial: The Grandmother Full Moon Ceremony and Berry Fast 


CHARMAIN E SHAWANA 

Contributing Writer 

Did you know that the moon 
controls the tides on earth? 
Yes, it’s true. The moon has 
the power to control the tides. 
Anishinabek have known this 
for a long time. We call her our 
Grandmother Moon. 

We call her Grandmother 
because she has been here forever, 
and Moon because the changing 
phases of the moon coincides 
with the cycle of a woman, every 
28 days. 

Every woman knows the 
power of her flow, and, as 
Anishinabek, we recognize the 
power of women to bring life into 
the world. It is recognized, cel- 
ebrated, and honored. 


There is a special time for 
women called the Full Moon 
Ceremony. It happens once a 
month, just like her cycle. It is 
time when women are particu- 
larly powerful. At this time of 
the month, it is believed she is 
very special and that time is a 
time of prayer. 

There is even a ceremony 
for young women when they 
have their first menses. It’s 
called the Berry Fast; during 
this time, women of the family 
come together to recognize the 
special time when young girls 
become women. 

The young girls fast for 
a whole year; they will not 
eat any berries of any kind, 
not dance in any powwows 
and refrain from holding 
any babies as a sacrifice for 


recognizing the power of 
becoming a woman. 

The aunties and her grand- 
mother will help her to stay in a 
separate place acknowledging her 
power, separate from the rest of 
the family for four days, in seclu- 
sion, in a tent or a separate lodge. 

There will be no cell phones, 
electronic gadgets or any 
type of modem convenience. 
Sometimes the men in the fam- 
ily will build her a fire. She can 
leam to smudge herself, and 
leam about the power of the 
smudge with sage. 

Her aunties may come and 
tell her stories about themselves 
and how they celebrated their 
first time as a woman. After four 
days, a feast and celebration and 
a beautiful young girl emerges 
the lodge as a woman. 


She will be expected to put 
away her childhood toys and 
participate in “women chores” 
around the house. It is a beau- 
tiful ceremony and helps a 
young woman acknowledge 
the power of life, of bring- 
ing life into the world and 
celebrating the beauty of 
Anishinbekwe. 

The time of the full moon 
is a special time as well. As 
Anishinabe, we recognize the 
significance of our time on 
mother earth. We are thankful 
for all she has given us. 

In the Full Moon Ceremony, 
we are asked to pray for our 
community, our leaders, our 
families and our mother earth. 
There is a small feast, a fire, 
tobacco and some yellow cloth. 
Songs may be sang, as well. 


We are so grateful to live 
in Michigan, with the sacred 
waters all around us, for with- 
out water there would be no life. 
Our acknowledgement of the 
waters, of prayer and the sig- 
nificance of bringing life into 
the world are all a part of this 
special time in our lives. 

In our old age, as women 
become grandmothers, we are 
said to have lots of knowledge 
having raised children and our 
families. This special acknowl- 
edgement and attribution is given 
to the grandmothers as we rec- 
ognize our mother earth and our 
Grandmother Moon. 

The next time you see our 
Grandmother Moon, give her 
an acknowledgement, she sees 
you in all her glory, smiling 
down on Anishinabek. . . 
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Ziibiwing Center hosts Convening Great Lakes Culture Keepers regional institute 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Omar Poler, Convening Great Lakes Culture 
Keepers coordinator, from UW-Madison 
details the ambitious schedule of events at 
Ziibiwing and other Tribal locations. 


Expect the Unexpected 
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Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Rita Lara, Oneida Nation Museum director, 
cautions her colleagues to expect the 
unexpected in planning exhibits for 
schools and Tribal departments. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

On Oct. 26-29, the Ziibiwing 
Center of Anishinabe Culture & 
Lifeways served as host for the 
Convening Great Lakes Culture 
Keepers “The Strength in our 
Stories” regional institute for 
Tribal libraries, archivists, and 
museum curators. 

Thanks to an Institute of 
Museum and Library Services 
Laura Bush 2 1 st Century Librarian 
Program grant, the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison School of 
Library and Information Studies 
will coordinate five professional 
development gatherings for tribal 
librarians, archivists, and museum 
curators through April 2018. 

The continuing education 
regional institute and associated 
work meetings are project-based 
and support the development of a 
regional traveling exhibition. 

The Tribal Libraries, Archives, 
and Museums (TLAM) Project 
is an experimental effort at 
the University of Wisconsin - 
Madison School of Library and 
Information Studies to bring 
indigenous information topics to 
library and information studies 
education through service-learn- 
ing, networking, and resource 
sharing with American Indian 
cultural institutions. 

Nicole MartinRogers is a 
descendent of White Earth Band 
of Ojibwe and provides research 
and evaluation services through 
the Amherst H. Wilder Foundation 
in St. Paul, Minn. 

Chippewa 

AIMAN SHAHPURWALA 

Water Resource Technician 

Bundy Hill, the highest point in 
Isabella County, reaches 1,270 
feet. It contains approximately 
100 acres of forested land. 
Near the peak of the hill lies a 
40-foot boulder left on the land 
by glaciers long ago. 

Many families in the local 
community have memories of 
visiting this property with fam- 
ily and friends. The location 
has been a favorite throughout 


She served as a keynote 
speaker and spoke on the impor- 
tance of project management, how 
to constmct logic models and the 
development of program planning 
and evaluation of services. 

“Project management is an 
important tool for museums that 
keeps you organized and proac- 
tive,” MartinRogers said. “I also 
find logic models useful because it 
helps us translate the work we’re 
doing. It assists in communicat- 
ing the research to language that 
is easily understood by the stake- 
holder groups. Oftentimes, those 
are the non-native grant funders 
and corporate interests who wel- 
come logic models and project 
management for review and suc- 
cessful program evaluation.” 

Anne Heideimann, SCIT Tribal 
education librarian, attended 
the gathering and welcomed the 
chance to network with others 
across Indian Country. 

“These gatherings are always 
my favorite professional devel- 
opment opportunities and I 
come away from each one with 
new understanding, informa- 
tion, and a feeling of belong- 
ing to this amazing group of 
Tribal library and museum pro- 
fessionals,” Heidemann said. 
“One of the keynote speakers, 
Miranda Belarde-Lewis, spoke 
of why we tell, collect, and pro- 
tect our stories. She made the 
point that we do it because of 
love, which really resonated 
with me. As always, Ziibiwing 
was an amazing site to gather 
and the staff and volunteers 


the years for sledding, hiking, 
and other activities. 

Currently, Bundy Hill is pri- 
vately owned by the McNeel 
family. Wakelin “Ranger Mac” 
McNeel was a famed environ- 
mentalist and educator. 

Recently, the Chippewa 
Watershed Conservancy, a 
local land preservation non- 
profit organization, entered into 
an agreement with the McNeel 
family to buy Bundy Hill. 

The conservancy plans to 
create a nature preserve, to 


there made everyone feel right 
at home.” 

Belarde-Lewis (Zuni/Tlingit) 
has worked with Pueblo commu- 
nities and provided instruction 
on how to research, document, 
protect and transmit knowledge 
through Native culture and art. 

“I serve as an instructor for 
the (Project) grant and have been 
assisting archival profession- 
als in the great lakes region,” 
Belarde-Lewis said. “I think our 
Native people have used the tools 
available to us wisely and we are 
always willing to learn and adapt 
through innovation in our trade 
network. If we saw a native artist 
using metal or beadwork in creat- 
ing a piece, we can see how much 
of the work that is now termed 
multimedia was developed by the 
indigenous cultural experiences 
of our ancestors. Using technol- 
ogy to tell our stories now is just 
another tool we have at our dis- 
posal but we should not put all of 
our faith in technology.” 


protect the land, and open it to 
the public for scenic enjoyment 
and recreation, and will hold 
educational events at Bundy 
Hill throughout the year. 

The conservancy is look- 
ing to raise $240,000 through 
fundraising efforts by seek- 
ing donations from local 
residents, foundations, and 
at special events. The money 
raised will support purchas- 
ing the land, trail signage, and 
maintaining the land for gen- 
erations to come. 


Dawn Sineway-Nephler, 
Little Traverse Bay Band Odawa 
cultural librarian, looks forward 
to bringing back the teach- 
ings from the culture keepers’ 
workshop to her Reservation in 
Harbor Springs. 

“We are actually in the process 
of building our own museum and 
starting our own exhibits and to 
build a traveling exhibit with all 
these different Tribes will give 
us plenty of direction on how to 
proceed,” Sineway-Nephler said. 
“The whole idea of showing 
through exhibits that we are all 
still here and all connected and 
to demonstrate how our stories 
are intertwined, that is true cul- 
tural preservation and education. 
I think the same struggles we are 
having in Michigan; we can see 
that those are going on for other 
tribes in Indian Country. The dif- 
ference will be in how individual 
tribes want to tell that story.” 

Kevin Finney, executive 
director of the Jijik Foundation, 


Stan Filley, executive direc- 
tor of the Conservancy, cautions 
interested people not to attempt to 
visit Bundy Hill right now. 

“The property is still currently 
privately owned and it is leased 
for hunting,” said Filley. 

Individuals can help the 
CWC purchase and protect 
Bundy Hill by making a tax- 
deductible donation to support 
the project. Please go to www. 
chippewawatershedconser- 
vancy. org/were-buying-bundy- 
hill/ for more information. 


a 501 c(3) non-profit corpora- 
tion of the Gun Fake Band of 
Potawatomi Indians, said it was 
his second time at the gathering. 

“We have a small working 
Tribal farm where we work to 
preserve our indigenous agri- 
culture,” Finney said. “Our 
focus is on the preservation of 
rare and endangered great lakes 
seeds. We have a seed collection 
of over 200 varieties of great 
lakes and Midwestern Native 
American seeds. The way we 
developed that seed collection is 
through the outreach to Native 
American communities and 
making people aware that we 
are willing to share seeds and 
seed stories to keep indigenous 
agriculture alive.” 

Heidemann provided a tour 
of the Tribal Fibrary and was 
very proud to receive many 
compliments from the other 
attendees on how cozy, welcom- 
ing, and full of great resources 
the Tribal Fibrary has. 

Bundy Hill 

For more information on this 
article, please contact Aiman 
Shahpurwala, water resource 
technician, at 989-775-4081 or 
ashahpurwala@sagchip. org. 

Resources: 

• www.chippewawatershed 
conservancy, orgwere-buying 
-bundy-hill/ 

• www.themomingsun.com/ 
general-news/20151012/ 
bundy-hill-isabella-countys- 
tallest-point-could-become- 
public-space 


Watershed Conservancy to purchase 
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Tribal colleges provide an unquantifiable value to the higher education landscape 


JOSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

When mainstream society and 
academics collide, the perva- 
sive nature of the abhorrent 
stereotypes still overwhelms 
the uninformed. 

Many brothers and sisters have 
pursued their education through 
the support of their tribal col- 
lege experience and the Michigan 
Indian Tuition Waiver and they 
can sing the praises of what Tribal 
colleges mean to them. 

It is the vocal minority, 
however, that tends to water 
down the corn soup and tries 
to steal the savory taste of a 
valued Tribal education. 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
College President Carla 
Sineway sees the diatribe as 
a small part of a larger move- 
ment; a movement that strug- 
gles every day for existence 
and worth and SCTC is not 
exempt from this struggle. 

The article in Tribal College 
Journal, The Unquantifiable 
Value of Tribal Colleges, illus- 
trates the misinformation that 
molds the opinions and beliefs 
of many individuals. 



“SCTC is not protected 
from these stereotypes and 
ideologies, but continues to 
move forward,” Sineway said. 
“When we began establishing 
SCTC in the late ‘90s, ‘the 
waiting women’ had a vision 
that this community did not 
have to settle for a high school 
diploma, but could have a col- 
lege education.” 

Sineway believes that 
vision has become the true 
mission of SCTC. 

“While we face fund- 
ing challenges on all levels, 
the successes we have made 
together are well worth the 
fight,” Sineway said. “The 
students who enter our doors 
are apprehensive about this 


educational path. However, this 
is quickly left by the wayside 
when they walked across the 
stage at commencement and 
hear the applause of families 
and friends. When others have 
said it’s not worth the time or 
financial investment, our Tribal 
College staff is in total agree- 
ment and says it’s worth it. 
Every day at SCTC we see the 
value, which does not have a 
price tag, our students.” 

On Nov. 18, the American 
Indian College Fund presented 
a session on the community 
and sociocultural return on 
investment that tribal colleges 
and universities bring to their 
communities at the American 
Anthropological Association 
Annual Meeting in Denver. 

According to the American 
Indian College Fund, there are 
37 tribal colleges in the United 
States, the majority of which 
are located on or near Indian 
reservations. Often these insti- 
tutions provide the sole higher 
education services to these 
remote, rural communities. 

The panel will share infor- 
mation on the mission and 
history of the tribal college 


movement and explore the 
many contributions the col- 
leges have made in areas such 
as cultural preservation and 
restoration, creating curricula 
for adult American Indian 
learners, sustainability pro- 
gramming, indigenous leader- 
ship, and community outreach 
and development. 

At the Oglala Lakota 
College in Kyle, S.D., the 
hand-painted, anti-drug and 
alcohol signs made by stu- 
dents show an activism that 
is a grassroots tribute to how 
tribal college students can use 
social marketing to affect the 
conscience of the community. 

Another active Tribal col- 
lege can be found on the shores 
of Lake Superior in Baraga. 

Keweenaw Bay Ojibwa 
Community College provides 
the only public programming 
for miles, hosting a variety 
of speakers and community 
events like maple syrup- 
making. Not just students, 
but all community members 
including youth and Elders, 
are welcome to utilize their 
resources and participate in 
their programming. 


At the fall 2014 meet- 
ing of the American Indian 
Higher Education Consortium, 
Cankdeska Cikana Community 
College President Cynthia 
Lindquist offered some true per- 
spective on how Tribal colleges 
connect with their community. 

“Only at a tribal college do 
you find a college president 
ironing table cloths before a 
banquet,” Lindquist said. “Only 
at a tribal college do you find 
faculty members picking up stu- 
dents for a class. Only at a tribal 
college do you find an academic 
dean hanging star quilts before 
a funeral or wake. Tribal col- 
leges are indeed truly unique 
institutions.” 

One story in a Tribal newspa- 
per can in no way do justice to the 
many ways tribal colleges serve 
their respective communities. 

In the final analysis, perhaps 
many will find what we know 
in the Saginaw Chippewa com- 
munity to be true; the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribal College is 
one of many that serve their 
students as a true institution 
of higher learning and can 
hold the mantle of being a true 
“community” college. 


Nov. 11 Veterans Day event 


at SCTC highlights the way 


JOSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Many cultures have definitions 
of what it means to be a war- 
rior. The one that comes to 
mind from an Elder teaching 
is “a warrior is someone who 
is doing the right thing for the 
right reason.” 

On Veterans Day at the 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal 
College, special speakers and 
a film highlighted different 
perspectives on “the way of 
the warrior.” 

Amanda Oldman, SCTC 
grants and special projects 
coordinator, said David Perez 
Sr. , Tribal elder and Anishinabe 
Ogitchedaw Veterans Warriors 
Society member, addressed the 


students and talked about the 
importance of honoring and 
remembering our veterans. 

“David spoke on various 
topics related to his life... 
serving in the U.S. Army 
during Vietnam,” Oldman 
said. “He incorporated grow- 
ing up off the Reservation as 
Anishinaabe and shared some 
personal moments during his 
time in the military. David 
also spoke on the importance 
of finding and embracing more 
traditional ways of life after 
his military service.” 

Perez holds the office of 
second in command Ogema 
II in the Ogitchedaw Honor 
Guard and welcomed the 
opportunity to interact with 
the Tribal College students. 


“SCTC has always been 
friendly toward what we do, 
and I find the students are very 
respectful of our traditions and 
culture,” Perez said. “Many 
of the same things our service 
men and women to through 
can be associated with the 
boarding school experience. 
Each of our Native people is 
dealing with some sort of gen- 
erational trauma.” 

After Perez spoke Arapaho/ 
Odawa Tribal Member Jason 
Oldman honored David and all 
veterans with an honor song. 

“It is important as 
Anishinabe to remember 
where we come from and the 
warrior society was a part 
of that,” Jason Oldman said. 
“Our people learned they are 
to be leaders and to serve and 
protect our Tribes and com- 
munity. A lot of youth want to 
hear those stories because they 
are affected with that portrayal 
of our people in the movies. 
They would see a warrior on 
the screen and then they would 
start asking their Elders and 
teachers what the qualities of 
a warrior were.” 

Many other tribes have 
warrior societies where their 
members are held to higher 
standards and are expected to 
do certain things that others 
can’t or won’t do. 

“That’s why we honor and 
respect those who have made 
that sacrifice and went to war 
and served their country,” 
Jason Oldman said. “And 
even for those who weren’t 
in the military, we can learn 
by coming to events at SCTC 
and how to walk in the war- 
rior way.” 


The students enjoyed the 
homemade hominy soup and 
chili made by SCTC President 
Carla Sineway and SCTC 
STEM Recruiter Kathy Hart 
and the sub sandwiches while 
viewing the documentary “Way 
of the Warrior”. 


“The 2007 PBS one- 
hour film explores the war- 
rior ethic among Native 
Americans,” Perez said. “It 
also reveals how Native com- 
munities have traditionally 
viewed their warriors and 


of the warrior 

why during the 20th century 
Native men and women have 
signed up for military service 
at a rate three times higher 
than non-Indians. 

“That has always been 
the case that dates back to 
Company K and Indian sol- 


diers who served in the Civil 
War,” Perez said. “Whenever 
any of our Ogitchedaw get the 
opportunity to mention that 
fact, publically, many people 
in this country are still not 
aware of that.” 


New SCTC Board of 
Regents member sworn in 



Observer photo by Natalie Shattuck 

On Thursday, Nov. 12, Tribal Council Chaplain Jennifer 
Wassegijig swore in Arthur Cicalo as a new member of 
the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College Board of Regents. 



"The lawyer in 
your family" 


jfc Associates, FLLC 

Damian S. Fisher 



Tribal Elder 

grayskypllc@gmail.cam 


215 West Broadway 
(989) 423-5625 
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Arapaho and Odawa Tribal Member Jason Oldman (left) 
prepares to share a hand drum as Ogitchedaw Ogema II 
David Perez Sr. looks on. 
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Youth Achievement Advisor Shelton receives November "Educator of the Month" 


Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe s 
Education Administration would like 
to take this opportunity to showcase 
the shining stars in the department ! We 
are proud of each and every team mem- 
ber within our department and think 
the community should know about you! 

Congratulations John Shelton for being 
selected as the November Educator of 
the Month! The perks of this award 
include an induction into the Education 
Apple Orchard, educator’s goody bag, 
a gift certificate and a traveling educa- 
tor award. 

The following is a questionnaire com- 
pleted by Shelton: 

Which program do you work for? 

K-12 Services. 

What is your title? Youth Achievement 
Advisor. 
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Youth Achievement Advisor John 
Shelton (middle) accepts his award 
from Youth Leadership Manager Deb 
Smith (left) and Tribal Education 
Director Melissa Montoya. 

How long have you worked for the 
Education Department? 15 years 
(November 2015). 

What is your favorite part of work- 
ing in this department? Helping my 
students to be as successful as they can 
at this point in their young lives and help 
them prepare to further their education. 


Do you have any pets? We had two 
black labs, Casey and Kaylee, for 
the entire time we lived in Mount 
Pleasant. Such great dogs and fam- 
ily. Riddock, a Belgian Trevuren, has 
been with us for almost two years and 
is a charmer, yet quite the protector of 
our household. 

What is your favorite vacation spot 
and why? Ireland has to be my all- 
time favorite, although I haven’t been 
there since I was 17. My mother was 
from Ireland and that was where she 
met my father. We used to go visit my 
mother’s family which was quite large 
with many awesome aunts, uncles, and 
cousins. This was our summer four to five 
week vacation. I have many fond memo- 
ries of these trips and was very fortunate 
to have been able to spend that time with 
relatives. Ireland has changed drastically 
since then and I look forward to taking my 
wife there in the near future. 


What is your favorite Disney movie? 

“Remember the Titans” and “National 
Treasure” (tied). 

What is the one thing that you love 
to do? Why? I love to learn! Although 
I love to read fictional stories, my main 
emphasis is in on education, educa- 
tional trends, technology, and how to 
do things that spark my current interest. 

What is one of your favorite quotes? 

“Individual commitment to a group 
effort - that is what makes a team work , 
a company work , a society work , a civ- 
ilization work. ” — Vince Lombardi 

What is your favorite candy/snack? 

Kit-Kat and a cup of tea (or coffee 
will do.) 

Thank you so much for being such an 
integral part of our education team! We 
appreciate you! 


Eight Saginaw Chippewa Academy students honored with Student of the Month awards 


J OSEPH V. SOWM ICK 

Photographer 

Several Saginaw Chippewa Academy 
students received applause and high 
praise from their teachers and families 
as they were honored with awards with 
the SCA Student of the Month award. 

Planned and organized by the Positive 
Incentive Professional Learning 
Community, the award ceremony and 


breakfast was held at the SCA commu- 
nity room at 9 a.m. Nov. 13. 

SCIT Education Director and SCA 
Principal Melissa Montoya offered 
congratulations to each of the eight 
students: Pre-kindergartener Caleb 

Sprague, kindergartener Brihanna 
Dunham, first grader Joseph Jackson, 
second grader John Wemigwans, third 
grader Alexis Trepanier, fourth grader 
Tawny Jackson, fifth grader Annie Lada 
and sixth grader Sara Saunders. 


“Honoring our students for follow- 
ing the Seven Grandfather Teachings 
in their daily lives is a key component 
of the SCA philosophy,” Montoya 
said. “Our hope is to keep our stu- 
dents encouraged with their academ- 
ics and cultural teachings. The Student 
of the Month Breakfast is planned and 
designed to celebrate SCA students and 
their families. Family support is imper- 
ative to student success and it’s nice 
to see family and school engagement 


Fancher 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dace for October: Caedynce Bailey, Kaitlyn 
Bartreau, Damion Haggard, Zoey Haggard, 
Matthew Jackson, Collyn Morrow, Zamil 
Rueckert, Albert Shomin, Kaylie Sprague, 
Dawnseh Wilson and Hudson Yager. 


Vowles 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dace for October: Aaliyah Dunlap, Aviana 
Gomez, Metao Harris, Joaquin Jackson, Kaden 
Kjolhede, Mia McCreery, Gavin McCreery. 


Shepherd 


The following elementary students earned per- 
fect attendace for October: Keamin Alexander, 
Nevaeh Badger, Jonathan Bailey, Chayton 
Chatfield, Johnathan Cogswell, Eyhana Feliciano, 
Angelica Hinmon, Hunter Johnson, Sarah 
Osawabine, Jayden Pelcher, Layla Pigeon, Maya 
Ryan, Brandon Seegraves, Madalynn Sineway, 
Olivia Sineway, Aanzhenii Starkey and Miingin 
Starkey. The following middle school students 
earned perfect attendace for the first marking 
period: Taylor Burton, Miah Chatfield, Sienna 
Chatfield, Tony Garcia, Nathan Isaac, Jarrad 
Johnson, Olivia Lawson, Damien Martinez, Toby 
Pamp, Jacob Sineway and Matt Smith. The fol- 
lowing high school students earned perfect 
attendace for the first marking period: Jarek 
Chamberlain, Hay ley Cogswell, Adam Jewell, 
Uriah Main, Michael Pelcher, Alicia Raphael, 
Shay Schaefer, Joey Sineway, Scott Sura and 
Tyler Van Horn. The following middle school 
students earned a GPA of 3.0 or higher for 
the first marking period: Christina Benz, 
Aiyanah Borton, Taylor Burton, Miah Chatfield, 
Sienna Chatfield, Luciano Escamilla, Anna 
Floyd, Tony Garcia, Quincey Jackson, Jarrad 
Johnson, Madison Pelcher, Christopher Quillen, 
Andee Raphael, Camron Scarlott-Pelcher, Jacob 
Sineway, Matt Smith and Emma Vanhorn. The 
following high school students earned a GPA 
of 3.0 or higher for the first marking period: 
Okilani Alaniz, Akima Alaniz, Jarek Chamberlain, 
Hayley Cogswell, Arionna Mejia, Sedona Mejia, 
Dia Niezgoda, Michael Pelcher, Alicia Raphael, 
Shay Schaefer, Allyssa Shawboose, Joey Sineway, 
Isabella Smith and Scott Sura. 


during events like this. There is a true 
sense of community between SCA and 
our Tribal families.” 

After Montoya’s welcome address, 
she turned the ceremony over to the Mino 
Ode Singers (consisting of AB teachers 
Joe Syrette, Nathan Isaac, Matthew J. 
Sprague, James Day and Aaron Chivis 
with back-up singer Cecilia Stevens.) 

The Mino Ode Singers offered a 
welcome song and an honor song for 
the students while Syrette respectfully 
offered a prayer in Anishinabemowin. 

The ceremony concluded with a 
pancake breakfast and family pictures 
with the students. 


Ganiard 


The following students earned perfect 
attendace for October: Dylan Bennett, 
Lilly Chamerlain, Mya Chippeway, Gabriela 
Escobedo, Kaden Fair, Hannah Fleming-Foster, 
Aaron Hendrickson, Konner Hilleger, Nadia 
Mills, Meisha Raphael, Darrion Rueckert, Koda 
Rueckert, Paul Rueckert, Elijah Teller, Jordan 
Teller, Ava Vogel and LahRae Wilson. 


Renaissance 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dace for October: Jadrian Jackson, Emma 
Henry, Novaly Hinmon, Isaiah Otto, Nixie 
Snyder, Kyla Henry, Arianna Hawkins, Josiah 
Hill, Isaiah Hill, Kathlyn Dunn-Anderson, 
Anthony Hawkins and Makayla Jackson. 


Pullen 


The following students earned perfect 
attendace for October: Ava Mena, Abraham 
Gravarette, Micha Wegner, Braeden Bennett, 
Alex Hinmon, Arilynn Peters, Trevor Isham, 
Bailey Burger, Juan-Sergio Casas, Ryan 
Flaugher, Andrew Kequom, Whisper Mandoka, 
Nicholas Poolaw and Zachary Flaugher. 


McGuire 


The following students earned perfect 
attendace for October: Mia Floyd, James 
Hendrickson, Taylor-Ann Kerkau, mackena 
Porter, La' Anna Trudeau, Arianna Bird, Tayden 
Davis, Isaiah Harris, Lizzy Pamp, Aaron 
Graveratte, Josie Isham, Taleah Pelcher, Taliyah 
Poolaw and Destiny Shawano. 


Saginaw Chippewa Academy 


The following students earned perfect atten- 
dace for October: Damien Hunter, Alayna 
Disel, Josiah Hernandez- Wemigwans, Caden 
Pego, Kiyenn Pilar, DaShawn Rueckert, Felicia 
Saunders and Sara Saunders. 
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ER SUNDAY 


SEMI-INVITATIONAL CELEBRITY POKER TOURNAMENT 


DECEMBER 5 AT 6PM 

20 Players Club members will be drawn for a seat to play for a share of over 


PLUS, YOU COULD WIN A 


SUZUKI RMZ 
450 MOTORBIKE 


GRAND PRIZE DRAWING AT 1 1 PM 


One Players Club member will be drawn 
to win. Please see Players Club for details. 
Every half hour from 3-5:30PM we'll be 
drawing TWO winners to get a pair of 
goggles and $50 in Premium Play. 


EVERY FRIDAY! NOW-DEC. 23 
HOURLY DRAWINGS 7PM-10PM 
WEEKLY GRAND PRIZE DRAWING 11PM 


One lucky person each hour will win $500 in 
Premium Play, $500 in cash plus 500 bonus entries 
for our weekly grand prize that includes vehicles, 
shopping sprees, trips, cash and more! 


and play poker with the RCH team Carey Hart, 
Broc Tickle, Ken Roczen and Mike Mason. 


Get inked by the best in the industry! Be here on December 4 & 5 from noon to 11 PM 
each day for your chance to get a tattoo by a Hart & Huntington Tattoo Company 
artist. Space is limited and cost for tattoo is determined by artist. 




❖ <►0 


Call 877.2.EAGLE.2 • SoaringEagleCasino.com 


WIN YOUR SHARE OF 
$300,000 IN CASH & PRIZES! 


Players Club members can receive one free entry into the December 5th 
drawing by swiping your card at any of our promotional kiosks now through 

December 5 at 5:55PM.* 


HART & HUNTINGTON TATTOOS • DECEMBER 4-5 


*Must be a Players Club member to participate. Receive one entry for every 
200 points now through Dec. 5. 




-$50/SINGLE 

J$90/COUPLE, 


TICKETS START AT $35 


$60/SINGLE 

$100/COUPLE 


* 


DEC. 28 J 

TICKETS START AT $26 M 


TICKETS START AT $18 


TURN UP 
THE 

HOLIDAY 

CHEER! 


20 6 


DEC.ai 


NYE 2016 PARTY 

DEC. 31, 8PM- 1AM < 

$ 60/SINGLE OR $100/COUPLE 

SEE WHY NO ONE THROWS A PARTY LIKE WE DO: 

• SHOWGIRLS! • LIVE DJ! • OVER $25,000 IN CASH & 
PRIZES! • PARTY PIT WHERE YOU CAN LEARN BLACKJACK, 
ROULETTE & CRAPS! • CHAMPAGNE TOAST! 




Get the scoop. Follow us on Facebook and Twitter to keep up 
with the latest entertainment, promotions and giveaways! 

Get your tickets at the Soaring Eagle box office, etix.com, 
or call 1. 800.51 4.ETIX 
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Soaring Eagle brings Bell Biv DeVoe and Color Me Badd to the stage 


NATALIE SHATTUCK 

Editor 

The Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort hosted American music 
groups Bell Biv DeVoe and 
Color Me Badd in its enter- 
tainment hall on Oct. 30. 

Contemporary R&B group 
Color Me Badd kicked off 
the show. 

Color Me Badd was formed 
in Oklahoma City with cur- 
rent members Bryan Abrams, 
Kevin “K.T” Thornton and 
Mark Calderon. 


The group has sold 12 mil- 
lion records in the United States. 

They kicked off their set 
with “All 4 Love” and also 
performed “I Adore Mi Amor”, 
“Time and Chance”, a cover 
of Blackstreet’s “No Diggity” 
and closed with “I Wanna Sex 
You Up”. 

“It’s very cool we are here 
with Bell Biv DeVoe,” Abrams 
said, affirming he has been a 
fan for years. 

The following Monday, 
Nov. 2, Color Me Badd 
appeared on “Jimmy Kimmel 
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Contemporary R&B group Color Me Badd kicked off 
the Oct. 30 show with their hit “All 4 Love”. 


Live!” with country super- 
star Brad Paisley to perform 
“I Wanna Sex You Up” for 
KimmeTs latest “Mash Up 
Monday” series. 

The artists were appro- 
priately renamed “Color Me 
Bradd” for the occasion. 

Bridging the gap between 
R&B and hip-hop with a touch 
of pop music, Bell Biv DeVoe 
has been perfecting their 
image for more than 20 years. 

Bell Biv DeVoe consists of 
three members that branched 
off from group New Edition: 
Ricky Bell, Michael Bivins 
and Ronnie DeVoe. 

The group launched its 
debut album “Poison” in 1990, 
which pioneered the “new jack 
swing” (combining hip-hop, 
funk, pop, and soul) music 
sound of the early ‘90s. 

“I’m sure everybody in here 
has their first ‘Poison’ album, 
right?” said DeVoe. “Well, 
why not do a full album.” 

The group then began per- 
forming the tracks from that 
album. 

BBD is best known for 
the hits “Poison”, “B.B.D. (I 
Thought It Was Me)?”, “When 
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Bell Biv DeVoe consists of Ricky Bell, 
Michael Bivins and Ronnie DeVoe. 


Will I See You Smile Again?”, 
“She’s Dope”, “Gangsta”, 
“Something in Your Eyes” and 
“The Best Things In Life Are 
Free”: The Luther Vandross hit 
featuring BBD, Janet Jackson 
and Ralph Tresvant. 

On stage, BBD said they 
have “been friends since 1980 
when they met in Boston.” 

Both BBD and Color Me 
Badd delivered energetic per- 
formances with endless har- 
monies and lively, coordinated 
dance moves. 

For more information 
on upcoming shows at the 
Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort, visit its website at 
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Bryan Abrams of Color 
Me Badd belts out a long 
note at the Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort concert. 


www.soaringeaglecasino.com, 
“Like” its Facebook page 
or add the Twitter handle 
Soaringeagle777. 


SECR Fright Night 4 sizzles with excitement and draws a 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

Known across the state as “the 
sexiest Halloween party in 
Michigan,” Fright Night 4 siz- 
zled with excitement on Oct. 
3 1 and drew a sellout crowd. 

SECR Marketing Director 
Raul Venegas made the night 
special by giving away more 
than $10,000 in cash prizes 
during the costume contests. 

“Fright Night has evolved 
into one of the personal favor- 
ites of Players Club members 
and they get plenty of chances 
to leave winners,” Venegas 
said. “Along with some great 
entertainment, we gave away 
over $4,000 in door prizes and 
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The McDonald's decided to 
dress up as “hamburglars” 
for the Fright Night 4 
costume contest. 


everyone got a chance to find a 
‘Golden Ticket’ worth $5,000 
with their paid admission.” 

SECR Talent Buyer Shad 
Snowden has seen Fright Night 
grow and like their New Year’s 
Eve Celebration, the team is 
always looking for ways to 
ramp up the excitement. 

“The Fright Night 4 event 
was another huge success on 
Halloween night,” Snowden 
said. “This year we changed it 
up and made the event more like 
a night club atmosphere and it 
was a huge hit. Not only did we 
have our same dance floor, but 
new this Fright Night, we were 
able to have multiple lighted 
dance floors around the room 
and these were well received 
by our guests. Less than half- 
way through the evening, we 
sold out the event with 1500 
attendees and we were turning 
away people at the doors.” 

Tribal Member Marcella 
Hadden, owner of Niibing Giizis 
Photography, was on hand to 
capture some creative costumes 
and was able to take pictures 
for patrons that are available 
at marcellahadden.com , cli- 
ent password is “SECR”. The 
Clare-based company Sound 
Productions jumped on board by 
providing a party bus that trans- 
ported guests from downtown 
Mount Pleasant to the event and 
then back to their location. 

Considering the nature of 
Fright Night 4, event coordi- 
nators said it was important 
to them that their guests could 
enjoy the party and be safe at 
the same time. 

Marketing Manager Tanya 
Bardy said this year, SECR 
decided to put the Marketing 


staff in tuxedos and masquer- 
ade masks along with the 
beverage staff and it took the 
event up a notch as well. 

“Coordinating an event like 
this takes time from planning to 
execution and we give a big thank 
you to the production crew from 
entertainment, they truly are tal- 
ented folks,” Bardy said. “Kudos 
goes out to the Food and Beverage 
Department for their creativity. 
The guests really enjoyed the 
drink specials that included exotic 
names like Creamsicle, Fruity 
Pebbles, Malibu Bay Breeze. 

The music for the event 
was frightfully good with DJ 
Amie Rose offering some mad 
skills at the turntable. Her 
striking beauty has led her to 
grace the pages of national and 
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There’s more than 
meets the eye as 
the Transformers’ 
Bumblebee drove in for 
Fright Night. 


international magazines alike 
ranging from fashion staples 
including Glamour magazine. 

DJ Sophia, originally 
known as “DJ Hustle-Lin”, 
her energetic live sets coupled 
with her charismatic person- 
ality and creative song selec- 
tions have had audiences danc- 
ing from coast to coast. 

She has appeared in the mov- 
ies “Fast & Furious 4”, “Miss 
March”, and “Should've Been 
Romeo”. Lin has also garnered 
success by appearing in music 
videos by Usher, Ne-Yo and the 
Three Six Mafia. 

Tony T., promoter from 
Most Glamourous Events, 
gave a big thank you for a 
wonderful Halloween experi- 
ence at SECR. 

“We all had lots of fun and 
felt very welcome,” Tony said. 
“The Soaring Eagle Casino & 


sellout crowd 

Resort hotel and concert venue 
was a top-notch operation and 
very beautiful. Both Amie and 
Sophia have expressed to me 
their appreciation of the way 
they were treated, and have 
indicated that not only would 
they love to be a part of Fright 
Night 5, but would love to work 
with Soaring Eagle again.” 

Daredevil Circus Co. Founder 
and Director Cassie Truskowski 
said the event was full of extreme, 
unique and sexy costumes. 

“Fright Night made for some 
top-notch entertainment and we 
had an amazing staff provid- 
ing excellent ambiance for it,” 
Truskowski said. “We look for- 
ward to coming back next year 
because this event really cele- 
brates Halloween in the best way. 
It was just an amazing event that 
was packed with so many people 
dancing and having fun.” 




WANTED M 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

William L. Antrobius 

Specializing in: Tribal Law, and Federal Indian Law; 
Overturning Prior State of Michigan Criminal Convictions For Lack 
of Jurisdiction; Appeals to Tribal, and State Courts; Tribal 
Disenrollment Cases in Tribal Court; Criminal Cases, Juvenile 
Cases, Child Support Reductions, and Child Removal Cases; 
Michigan Prisoner Housing Collection Actions in State Court 

Experience: Former Prosecuting Attorney Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe of Michigan, and Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the 
Flathead Indian Reservation; Former Public Defender Assiniboine 
Sioux Tribe; Criminal Defense Attorney 

Tribal Affiliation: Member of the Six Nations Tribe, Ontario Canada 


4 * 


Contact: (989) 772-6277 
1 13 W. Broadway, Suite 240 
Mt. Pleasant MI 48858 
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The many 


Editorial: 

TONI SM ITH 

Wellness Coordinator 

In September 2014, I began 
working as wellness coordina- 
tor for the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe. 

Throughout the last year, I 
have continued my education 
and obtained a certificate for 
“Certified Wellness Program 
Coordinator” through the 
Chapman Institute. 

I have had the privilege 
to work with a wellness 


consultant since June, through 
the REACH grant the Tribe 
received. By collaborat- 
ing and working together 
with many SCIT employees 
throughout the organization, a 
strategic plan was developed 
for SCIT. 

A new wellness initia- 
tive started last month with 
the creation of a Wellness 
Council. Wellness Council 
members serve on the council 
for two years. The Wellness 
Council is made up of direc- 
tors/managers SCIT. 



benefits of 

The goal of the Wellness 
Council is to further develop 
a wellness program for SCIT 
employees. I feel great things 
are in store for the future of 
SCIT thru the development. 

A wellness program can 
strengthen our business through 
better customer service, increase 
employee loyalty, reduce sick 
days, increase productivity, 
reduce healthcare costs, increase 
physical activity to manage/ 
reduce chronic disease, increase 
quality of life, and create fitter, 
happier and healthier employees. 


Using cues to make walking a habit 


JUDY DAVIS 

4x4 Grant Coordinator 

Developing any habit - good 
or bad - starts with a routine 
and walking for exercise is 
no exception. The trick is 
to make exercise a habit that 
is hard to break. According 
to an Iowa State University 
study, that may be easier to 
accomplish by focusing on 
cues that make going for a 
walk automatic. 

Some research has found 
that the starting habit, with 
its initial cue, is what keeps 
you going. No matter what 


exercise you do, if you have 
something that signals you 
to start, you will eventually 
do it without even thinking 
about it. 

For some people, the end 
of their work day before 
going home is their cue. For 
others, it may be the alarm 
clock going off in the morn- 
ing. Some research has sug- 
gested that it may take a 
month or longer of repeated 
behavior before a cue reliably 
and automatically triggers a 
behavior, however. 

Find something in your 
daily routine that can be a 
cue to work for you and start 


walking. If you are not cur- 
rently a walker, start out 
slowly and for a short duration 
and gradually increase your 
time and speed. Even a small 
amount of exercise is better for 
you than nothing at all. 

And remember, the Public 
Health 4x4 Grant has provided 
walking passes for all Tribal 
Members and employees at 
Morey Court. With winter 
upon us, you can always go 
there to walk on their track. 
Just ask for the Tribal sign-in 
sheet at the front desk. And 
the Tribal Nimkee Fitness 
Center is available for tread- 
mill walking, also. 
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a wellness program 

A wellness program can for future generations to come, 
strengthen our community by Be an agent of change by sup- 
creating a lasting, healthy culture porting and promoting Wellness. 


December is Drunk 
Driving Prevention Month 


Every day, almost 30 people in the United States die in motor 
vehicle crashes that involve an alcohol-impaired driver. Choose 
NOT to Drink and Drive. Before drinking, choose a non-drinking 
designated driver when with a group. If out drinking, get a ride 
home or call a taxi. Don’t let friends drink and drive. 


"People who drink and drive put 
everyone on the road in danger" 


Some likely effects on driving 

After 2 beers: Your blood alcohol content will be .02% and you 
will have trouble doing two tasks at the same time and experi- 
ence loss of judgement. 

After 3 beers: Your blood alcohol content will be .03% and you 
will have difficulty steering and experience reduced coordination 
to track moving objects. 

After 4 beers: Your blood alcohol content will be .08% and you 
will have trouble controlling speed and have difficulty processing 
information and reasoning. (.08% is the legal limit in Michigan.) 

After 5 beers: Your blood alcohol content will be .10% and you 
will have a slower reaction time and trouble staying in lane and 
braking when needed. 

After 7 beers: Your blood alcohol content will be . 1 3% and you will 
have serious difficulty controlling a car and focusing on driving. 

*(BAC based on a 160 lb man drinking 2-7 drinks in one hour.)* 



and HotelM 


£anta ^ his reindeer win be 


THURSDAY 


n 


SparingJJflgk 


Meet Santa & 
His Reindeer! 


/yew l^eaAs ~£/&20!6 


2:00 - A. 2,0 


Mystery 


in the Hotel Courtyard 


New Year's Eve Package 


starting at 


PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

* Waterpark Passes* 

* $50 in Premium Play per Room 

* $50 in Dining Credit per Room (to be 
used at Soaring Eagle Waterpark and 
Hotel) 

* $10 per Child in Cyber Guest Credit 

* Party Favors and Balloon Drop 

* Complimentary Shuttle to 
Soaring Eagle Casino Sc Resort 

■ Number a' waterpark passes issued will be based on number ol 
registered guests. 




Book prior to 12/12/15 
and be ENTERED INTO 
A DRAWING TO WIN 
PRIZES such as a FREE 
1 night stay, day passes 
to the Waterpark or 
dining credits! 


■Moon t>fop 

& Kicfoightl 


% 7 lmg Ml 

S M 0 SIC * shows al 7pm & lopmi 


Rate is for 12/31/15. Tax, resort fees and room upgrades are not 
included. Advance payment is required for any reservations for 
12/30/15, 12/31/15 & 1/1/16. Cancellation policy requires 1 week 
notice for refund. Cancellations occurring less than 1 week prior will 
result in a lorteit ol advance payment Reservations made within 1 
week ol 12/30/15 will not have the ability to cancel and will forfeit 
their advance payment. All rooms subject to availability at the time of 
booking. Management reserves the right to change or discontinue this 


Mil; -I .Vi:l -l.:l : 


t i r i v 


FAMILY RESTAURANT 
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Health 



Sports nutrition information: Locating trustworthy websites 


NANCY CLARK 

Nimkee Public Health 

(Editor s note: The following arti- 
cle is provided by The Athletes 
Kitchen , November 2015. The 
article was written by Nancy 
Clark, M.S., R.D., and reprinted, 
with permission, as a submis- 
sion from Nimkee Public Health s 
Nutritionist Sally Van Cise.) 

While the Internet is an amaz- 
ing resource for sports nutrition 
information, it is an equally 
amazing source of confusion. 
Too many athletes spend too 
much time surfing the web, 
looking for nutrition advice 
about what to eat for optimal 
performance and good health. 

Because the Internet offers 
the spectrum from good to 
bad nutrition information, 
knowing whom to trust can be 
a challenge. 

To try to identify the top 
nutrition preachers to athletes, 
I searched online for “sports 
nutrition experts.” 

To my dismay, the first expert 
listed on the page informed me 
about how I could create my 
own brand of sports supple- 
ments and sell them to make a 
lot of money. Credible experts 
came lower on the page. But 
how are you, an athlete, sup- 
posed to know who’s who in the 
nutrition zoo? 

To help you find trustworthy 
websites for general and sports 
nutrition information, I have 


compiled some of my favor- 
ite sites. Perhaps you will find 
them helpful, as well. 

General nutrition websites: 
For information about day-to- 
day nutrition questions, Marion 
Nestle ’s site www.foodpolitics. 
com offers daily posts. 

Nestle is a New York 
University nutrition professor 
with degrees in molecular biol- 
ogy and public health nutrition. 
She delves into hot topics, such 
as: Is high fructose com symp 
good, bad or indifferent to 
health? Are organic foods worth 
the money? Is red meat good 
or bad? She offers a balanced, 
well-educated perspective. 

The website for The Center 
for Science in the Public Interest 
(www. CSPInet. org) offers 
“unbiased advice to help you 
eat healthfully and live longer.” 

Part of CSPI’s mission is to 
ensure science and technology 
are used for the public good (not 
to create the tastiest junk food.) 
CSPI has changed how we think 
about trans fats, soft drinks, fast 
foods, and marketing food to kids. 

Among the abundant con- 
sumer information, CSPI 
teaches us how supermarkets 
get us to buy more junk food 
(cspinet.org/foodshopping- 
tricks). As a watchdog for 
the food industry, CSPI gets 
some criticism for being a bit 
extreme, but others value their 
blunt honesty. 

Sports nutrition/sports 
science websites: For sports 


Nimkee Holiday Hours 


Tuesday Nights Nimkee Clinic will close at 7 p.m. beginning 
Nov. 24, 2015. The Dental Clinic will have scheduled 
appointments and Medical will have walk-in appointments. 

Nimkee Medical, Dental, Public Health and Fitness Center will be 
closed Dec. 24, 2015 through Jan. 1, 2016 due to construction. 

The Pharmacy will be available Dec. 28-30 from 8 a.m - 4 p.m. 

Please share this with family and friends so they can properly 
prepare over the holiday break. 


nutrition information, I recom- 
mend www. GSSI web. org , the 
website for the Gatorade Sports 
Science Institute. 

While you might think that 
websites funded by Gatorade 
would be commercialized and 
biased towards their products, 
the Gatorade Sports Science 
Institute is the nonprofit, educa- 
tional branch of Gatorade. 

Their mission statement 
asserts that GSSI is committed 
to helping athletes optimize their 
health and performance through 
research and education regard- 
ing not only hydration, but also 
the effects of nutrition on the 
human body before, during and 
after exercise. Articles in their 
Sports Science Exchange area 
(www.gssiweb.org/en/sports- 
science-exchange) include a 
range of topics, such as GI dis- 
tress, antioxidants, immune sta- 
tus, brain function, and protein, 
as well as abundant informa- 
tion, of course, regarding all you 
want to know about hydration. 

Other industry-funded sports 
nutrition sites with trustwor- 
thy information provided by 
respected nutrition experts 
include www.powerbar. com/ 
nutrition-in-training. 

The sections on fueling 
and hydrating, refueling and 
recovery, and nutrition sci- 
ence include both written tips 
as well as short video clips 
of interviews with respected 


researchers who suggest ways 
to optimize performance via 
smart fueling practices. 

For sports nutrition infor- 
mation presented by a leading 
exercise physiologist, who is 
not only a researcher, but also 
an Ironman triathlete, look at 
www.MySportScience. com . 

Created by Asker Juekendrup 
of the Netherlands, the site pro- 
vides an unbiased, objective 
view of a wide range of sports 
science topics. The info graph- 
ics that appear at the top of his 
blog are highly educational for 
visual learners. 

His blog addresses not only 
nutrition topics (Should you eat 
protein before going to bed?) 
but also overlooked informa- 
tion, such as why some athletes 
respond to sports supplements 
while others are non-responders. 
Juekendrup even offers a list of 
sports nutrition scientists you 
might want to follow on Twitter. 

“How to” sports nutrition 
websites: If you want a bit less 
scientific information and more 
“how to” nutrition nuggets, surf 
on over to the USOC website: 
www.teamusa.org/About-the- 
USOC/ Athlete-Development/ 
Sport-Performance/Nutrition/ 
Resources-and-Fact-Sheets. aspx. 

You will find an assortment 
of sports nutrition fact sheets, 
including a graphic of what an 
athlete’s plate should look like 


on an easy, moderate, or hard 
day of exercise. 

Other fact sheets will answer 
your questions about alcohol (Did 
you know a Pina Colada has 380 
calories?), caffeine, and vitamin 
D, among many other topics. 

The video clips are filled 
with nutrition tips, and the reci- 
pes encourage you to make your 
own sports foods. (Homemade 
sports drink, anyone?) 

The Australian Institute of 
Sport also offers an array of 
nutrition information at www. 
ausport.gov. au/ais/nutrition . 

In their Sports Supplements 
section, you will find sports 
foods and supplement ingredients 
divided into four groups based 
on current scientific evidence 
that determines whether a prod- 
uct is safe, legal and effective in 
improving sports performance. 

For example, caffeine, a 
proven ergogenic aid, is in Group 
A, while glutamine and HMB 
are in Group B, suggesting they 
are deserving of more research. 
Substances with little meaning- 
ful proof of beneficial effects 
are in Group C, and banned sub- 
stances are in Group D. 

My stance on supplements 
remains solid: Why take 
them if you have not yet opti- 
mized your daily diet? The 
blog on my website (www. 
NancyClarkRD.com) can help 
you do just that: fuel well and 
win with good food! 


Nimkee Fitness Center Group Exercise Schedule December 2015 


Time 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

8 a.m. 

Aqua Fit 
Sharon 


Aqua Fit 
Sharon 


Aqua Fit 
Sharon 

12:10 p.m. 

Muscle Makin' 
Monday - Jaden 

Suspension 
Training - Jayme 

Warrior 

Wednesday - Jaden 

Fat Blast 

Jayme 


1:10 p.m. 



Fat Blast 

Jayme 


Turbo Kick 

Beth 

5:10 p.m. 

Intermediate 
Running - Jayme 





5:30 p.m. 



Belly Dance 
Deanna 




"Merry Christmas” 


Challenge 

for December 


Week 1: Immune System Boost 

1. Wake up and drink a glass of water. 

2. Eat three small meals per day. 

3. Go for a daily walk. 

4. Lower intake of sugar. 

5. Avoid alcohol. 

6. Avoid tobacco smoke. 

7. Get plenty of sleep. 


Week 2: Beat Stress 

1. Connect with friends. 

2. Pray or meditate. 

3. Stretch your entire body 

(Hold each stretch for at least one minute). 

4. Take some deep breaths. 

5. Get a massage. 


Week 3: Get Moving 

1. Get in at least 20 minutes of cardio every day 
(walk, jog, run, bicycle). 

2. Perform at least eight different exercises on two days. 

3. Perform two to three sets of 12 ab cmnches on three d 

4. Take the stairs instead of the elevator. 

5. Do floor exercises during TV commercials 
(ab crunches or push ups). 

i/i J' 


Week 4: Boost Energy 

1. Eat breakfast everyday. 

2. Take a multi-vitamin daily. 

3. Snack on whole grains, which give you a 
slow and steady release of energy. 

4. Take a walk around the block and boost energy. 

5. If you are tired, take a power nap. 

6. Put up Christmas lights. 

Week 5: Gratitude Week 

1. Wake up and smile. 

2. Say a thank you prayer each day. 

3. Give a helping hand to someone. 

4. Give back to your community 
by volunteering. 

5. Visit an elderly family member. 






WIN YOUR SHARE OF 
$6,350 IN CASH & PRIZES! 


SUNDAYS, 1 1AM-8PM I DEC. 6-20 


Earn 500 points on your Players Club card and receive a free, stuffed reindeer! 
Your new friend could win you a gift card, Premium Play or cash!* 


* Limited quantity available on each date. 


WALK IN YOUR SHARE OF 

$ 6 , 700 ! 

WIN 60 SECONDS INSIDE OUR CASH CUBE! 

Our Cash Cube is back! Who knows? It could 
be you stepping inside and grabbing your 
share of $6,700 in cash and Premium Play! 

EVERY FRIDAY: DECEMBER 4-18 
HOURLY DRAWINGS 12PM-10PM 


if 


mam 


f MAKE YOUR HOLIDAYS A 


WE RE GIVING AWAY $56,500 IN CASH & PREMIUM PLAY! 

DEC. 31, 12PM-JAN. 1,2AM 

Spend New Year’s Eve with us and you could win big! Just earn 700 points on your Players Club 
card and you’ll get to play a New Year’s Match & Win game at any of our kiosks. 


• Photo/video booths where you can make your own flipbook or “boogie heads" video! 




swf Twt e>us) 


BRIGHTEN A CHILD'S HOLIDAYS. 

f. . 

I SAT., DEC. 5 I 9AM-5PM 

a V A 

T Help us stuff our shuttle bus with toys that will be donated 

to the Arenac County Christmas for Kids program. When 
^ you donate, we’ll give you $10 in Premium Play!* 


♦ ♦ 'V 


'Items must be new unwrapped toys and NOT used toys. Toy must 
be at least $10 in value to be eligible for Premium Play. 
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Elders 


It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas for Andahwod and Member Services 


The Bavarian Inn Restaurant 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Tribal Elder Joe Fowler (left) took the 
long drive from Freeland to make 
the dinner with his family. 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

It’s all in the family with the Squandas when 
Clarence (left to right) gets together with his 
sister Marlene, and Paul and Ivana Stevens. 



J OSEPH V. SOWMIC K 

Photojournalist 

Frankenmuth is widely consid- 
ered one of Michigan’s premier 
tourist destinations, and for 
the Elders of Andahwod and 
Member Services, it’s begin- 
ning to look a lot like Christmas. 

Nearly 100 Elders made the 
pilgrimage to Michigan’s “Little 
Bavaria” with a festive holi- 
day spirit moving through the 
smiles of staff and patrons alike. 

Elisa Schleder, elder com- 
munity activity assistant, 
made sure everyone made it 
up to the second floor Austria 
Room safely. 

“The Elders enjoyed the 
shopping at the ground level 
Castle Shops and meal at the 
Bavarian Inn,” Schleder said. 
This trip for the Andahwod 
Elders was supported by the 
raffle fundraisers.” 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Friends Helen Peters and Elisa 
Schleder display the bounty that 
brings thousands of visitors to 
the Bavarian Inn. 


serves home cooked meals and 
since 1888, more than 20 mil- 
lion guests have returned to feast 
on their world-famous “all-you- 
can-eat” family-style dinners. 

The German-themed feast 
included platters of pre- 
mium golden chicken, deli- 
cious international specialty 
breads, homemade chicken 
noodle soup, coleslaw, fresh 
salads, dressing, mashed 
potatoes and gravy, buttered 
noodles, and hot vegetables 
along with their signature 
homemade ice cream. 

Tribal Elder Judy Bannister 
joined her sister Ellie Van Horn 
on the trip and has always enjoyed 
the Frankenmuth trip, especially 
during the holiday season. 

“We had a great time getting 
to know each other and enjoyed 
conversing about a lot of things,” 
Bannister said. “The meal was 
super good. . . it always is! I love 
coming here and it’s 
really not that far of 
a trip.” 

Tribal Elder 
Clarence Squanda 
attended exclu- 
sively for the world 
famous chicken 
dinner with his sis- 
ter Marlene Sova 
along with Paul 
and Ivana Stevens. 

“I really like 
the idea of the 
Andahwod Elders 
being able to 
come to an event 


and join the At-Large Elders; 
I appreciate the camaraderie 
it brings,” Squanda said. “I 
kind of look at this as a meet 
and greet...” 

The shopping started to 
spread through the streets of 
Frankenmuth past the River 
Shops due south to the iconic 
place where the joy and excite- 
ment of the Christmas season 
is present 362 days a year. 

The sights, sounds, and spirit 
of “Bronner’s CHRISTmas 
Wonderland” completely sur- 
round any shopper at this 
store, which is the size of one- 
and-a-half football fields. 

Based on the success and 
turnout of the first ever col- 
laborative field trip by the 
Andahwod Elders and the 
At-Large Tribal Elders from 
Member Services, this is an 
opportunity that others surely 
would not want to miss. 



i ? 
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Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

The Saginaw Chippewa Youth Council joined 
the Andahwod staff as guest servers for the 
Thanksgiving feast. (Pictured left to right: 

Youth Council members Kenson Taylor, Joseph 
Wemigwans, Jasmyne Jackson, Quincey Jackson 
and Youth Council Advisor Tonya Jackson.) 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Tribal youth Noah Sprague 
enjoys the holiday event 
with his Great-grandmother 
Carole Tally. 


Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 

Tribal Elder Guy Fallis hears something going on in back of 
him and Estella Halliwill isn’t quite sure what it is. 


Andahwod CCC & ES Events 

- December 2015 

Crafts with Roger 

Mondays I 1 p.m. 

• Contact : 989.775.4302 

Jewelry with Kay 

Dec. 1 I 1 p.m. 

• Contact: 989.775.4302 

Elders Breakfast 

Dec. 9 & 23 | 9 a.m. 

• Contact: 989.775.4300 

Euchre & Potluck 

Mondays I 6 p.m. 

• Contact: 989.775.4300 

Language Bingo 

Dec. 3 I 1 p.m. 

• Contact: 989.775.4302 

Elders Christmas Party 

Dec. 14 1 4:30 p.m. 

• Contact: 989.775.4300 

Beading with Elisa 

Tuesdays 1 5 p.m. 

• Contact: 989.775.4302 

** Activities and events are subject to change. 


DECEMBER 2015 

Tribal Elder Birthdays 


I William Leksche 

3 Alvin Chamberlain, 
Alfreda Jenkins, 

James Bailey, Rebecca 
Fuller, Nancy Rossbach, 
Patricia Sprague 

4 Saundra Charles, Cynthia 
Cisneros, Brenda Rubin 

5 Julie King, Tony Stevens, 
James Wheaton 

6 Teri Bennett, 

Lorraine Dumas, 

Margaret Worsham 

7 Tracy Chamberlain, Le 
Etta Hansen, 

John Wheaton 

8 Mary Floyd, 

Wayne Johnson Sr. 

10 Suzanne Cross, James 
Maki, Douglas Zocher 

I I Paul J ackson, S andra S mith 

1 2 Bradford Mandoka, 

Ruth Moses, Beverly 
Pamp-Ettinger, 

Kenneth Sprague, 

Albert Waynee, John 
Brown, Sue Kusowski 

1 3 Randall Bennett, 

Alma Mitchell, Gerald 
Moggo, Stella Pamp, 
Timothy Stevens 

14 Marlene Collins, Ronald 
Johansen, Ida Ruth 
Lenhart, Marjorie Gordon, 
Ruth Mullins, Cheryl Roy, 
John Trepanier 

1 6 Ronald Dougl as, 

Darlene Munro 


1 6 Lanette Zaleski, Virginia 
Hoon, Sylvia Zelinski 

1 7 Shirley Burch, Stephanie 
Peters, Deborah Colley, 
Donna DeLap 

1 8 Alfred Dennis, Eleanor 
Hawk, Vivian Meredith, 
Cynthia Sprague 

19 Carol Jackson, 

Pamela Shawboose 

20 Clinton Pelcher Jr., 
Richard Davis, Deborah 
Jackson, Jason Slater 

21 David Bonnau, Faith 
Davis, Jacqueline Roach, 
Janice Walker 

22 Dale Fowler Jr., Lori Rickie 

23 Jim Davis 

24 Brenda Miller, 

Michael Poolaw 

25 Terry Bonnau, Steven 
Pelcher, Mary Rosebrock, 
Joey Fowler 

26 John Bennett, Bernice 
Hendrickson, LuAnn 
Phillips, Patricia 
Wemigwans, Helen Black, 
Frank Cloutier, Earlene 
Jackson, Timothy Smith Jr. 

27 Yolanda Gonzalez, 

Paul Stevens, 

Carol White-Pigeon 

29 Judy Bryant, Thomas 
Kequom, William Castle 

30 Virginia Zocher, 

Jerome Whitepigeon Sr. 

31 Mary Saboo 
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•: DECEMBER 2015 EVENT PLANNER > 


Al-Anon Family Group Meeting 

December 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 | 5p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-3742 

• Strength and hope for friends and families of 
problem drinkers. 

Digital Storytelling Workshop 

December 1 -3 | 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

• Location: Ziibiwing Cultural Center 

• Contact: 989-775-4893 

• Make a three to five minute movie 
about addiction recovery. 

nDigiFest Film Festival 

December 4 | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

• Location: Ziibiwing Cultural Center 

• Contact: 989-775-4893 

• Digital stories will be screened. 

Women to Women Group 

December A\12-3 p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• To RSVP: 989-775-4654 

• For those approaching menopause and beyond. 

• Presenter: Eric Decker, Nimkee pharmacist 

• Topic: "Ask the Pharmacist" 

Jake and Mary Pine: Traditional Practitioner 

December/, 8 | 8 a.m. -5 p.m. 

• Location: Seventh Generation 

• To make appointment: 989-775-4787 

Women's Tradition Society 

December/, 14, 21, 28 | 5 -6:30 p.m. 

• Location: Behavioral Health 

• Contact: 989-775-4879 


Behavioral Health Family Dinner Night 

December 16 | 6-8 p.m. 

• Location: Seventh Generation 

• Contact: 989-775-4400 

• Suicide Myth Buster: Together, let's learn the truths 
and myths regarding suicide. 

• Meal provided. 

SCA Winter Program 

December 16 | 6-8 p.m. 

• Location: SECR Entertainment Hall 

• Contact: 989-775-4523 

Housing Financial Workshop 

December 1/ 1 12p.m. 

• Location: Housing Conference Room 

• Contact: 989-775-4552 

Christmas Family Bingo 

December 1/ | 6p.m. 

• Location: Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

• Contact: 989-775-4149 

Happy Holidays: Christmas Brunch 

December 18 1 11 a.m. 

• Location: Eagles Nest Tribal Gym 

• Contact: 989-775-4004 

Family Movie Night: Star Wars Episode 7 

December 20 1 12:30p.m. 

• Location: Celebration Cinema 

• Contact: 989-775-4115 

• Two free tickets for each Tribal I.D. 

• Free small popcorn and pop per ticket, courtesy of SCIT 

• Tickets can be picked up at 8 a.m. on Dec. 18 at the 
Tribal Operations main entrance. 


Ugly Sweater Bowling Tournament 

December 1 9 1 12 - 5 p.m. 

• Location: Chippewa Lanes 

• Contact: 989-775-4149 

Trip to Detroit Pistons Game 

January 16 | TBD 

• Location: Palace of Auburn Hills 

• Contact: 989-775-4149 

• $70 per ticket. 

• No hold on tickets. 

• Transportation is limited. (First come first serve basis) 

• Tribal Members only. 

• Pistons vs. Golden State Warriors. 

• Ages 13 and under must be accompanied by an adult. 


ATTENTION 

Anishinabe Ogitchedaw 

Veteran & Warrior Society Members 

Now Recruiting New Members 



Meetings Will be Held 


The 1 st Tuesday of the Month in Seniors Room 
Time: 6 p.m. I For More Information: 775-4175 


Due to the Christmas holiday, curbside 
collection will be delayed one day: 

Friday, Dec. 25 will be Saturday, Dec. 26. 


* TRIBAL COMMUNITY CALENDAR DECEMBER 2015 * 


MONDAY 


• SECR Payroll 
SCIT Per Capita 

• SCIT Payroll 

• Waste Collection* 

*Bins must be curbside by 6:30 a.m. 


TUESDAY 


Ogitchedaw Meeting 

Seniors Room | 6 p.m. 

Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 

Sasiwaans Classes 

Tribal Library | 9:30 - 11:30 a.m 


WEDNESDAY 


Open Gym 


THURSDAY 


FRIDAY 


Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Traditional Teaching 

Saganing | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Parent Advisory Meeting 

SCA | 5 - 6 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


SAT /SUN. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


8 


10 


11 


12 


Women’s Traditions Society 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 

Sasiwaans Classes 

Tribal Library | 9:30 - 11:30 a.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 3:30 - 5 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Annual Appreciation Dinner 

Ziibiwing | 6 - 8 p.m. 


Tribal Observer 

Deadline | 3 p.m. 

AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


13 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


Women’s Traditions Society 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 

Sasiwaans Classes 

Tribal Library | 9:30 - 11:30 a.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Tribal Gym | 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Tribal Education Advisory 

Meeting | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 


Sacred Fire Lunch 

7 th Generation | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Talking Circle 

7 th Generation | 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


AA/NA Spirit Bear Meeting 

Andahwod Maple Lodge | 7 p.m. 

New Spirit Moon 

Andahwod Conference | 1 p.m. 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


20 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


Women’s Traditions Society 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 

Sasiwaans Classes 

Tribal Library | 9:30 - 11:30 a.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 3:30 - 5 p.m. 


Tribal Ops Closed 

Christmas Eve 


Tribal Ops Closed 

Christmas Day 


Talking Circle 

Andahwod | 10 a.m. 


27 


New Spirit Support Group 

B. Health | 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 


28 


29 


30 


31 


Women’s Traditions Society 

B. Health | 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Euchre 

Andahwod | 6 - 8 p.m 

Sasiwaans Classes 

Tribal Library | 9:30 - 11:30 a.m 


Open Gym 

Tribal Gym | 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Youth Council Meeting 

Seniors Room | 3:30 - 5 p.m. 


Tribal Ops Closed 

New Year's Eve 


Talking 

Circle 


Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
Andahwod Maple Room 


For more information, contact: Kim 989.289.3088, Roger 989.944.1937 
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To place your ad, call the Tribal Observer at 989-775-4010, Email: observer@sagchip.org, visit our office in Tribal Operations 
or mail to Tribal Observer, Attn.: Classified, 7070 E. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. Please have all submissions and 
payment in by deadline. Classified rates are $10 for 15 words or less, and 75 cents per additional word. Any thumbnail image 
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100 Employment 


Tribal 

Operations 


Secondary Language 
Immersion Specialist 

Open to the public. Must 
possess required special- 
ized unique skills include 
demonstrated fluency and 
knowledge of Anishinabe 
language acquisition, a 
clear understanding of im- 
mersion philosophy and 
two years experience teach- 
ing Anishinabemowin with 
children in a school set- 
ting or community setting. 

Police Officer FT 

Open to the public. Must be 
a U.S. citizen. Must be at 
least 21 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Associates 
degree preferred. Must be 
able to pass departmental 
fitness evaluation. Must be 
MCOLES certified/certifi- 
able or capable of meeting 
certifiable standards. Must 
be able to obtain and main- 
tain a Special Law Enforce- 
ment Commission through 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
Must have a valid Michi- 
gan driver’s license, insur- 
able under the Tribe's policy. 

Human Resources 
Director 

Open to the public. Bach- 
elor’s degree in business or 
human resource manage- 
ment; master’s degree pre- 
ferred. A minimum of 10 or 
more years experience in 
human resources manage- 
ment. Must have an in-depth 
background in developing, 
implementing and managing 
HR programs, benefit con- 
tract negotiations, compen- 
sation programs, familiarity 
with governmental regula- 
tions and complex organiza- 
tional structures, as well as 
training and development. 

General Labor Pool 

Tribal Member posting. Must 
be at least 18 years of age 
and possess a high school 
diploma or equivalent. 

Safety Coordinator 

Open to the public. High 
school diploma and two years 
related experience or equiva- 
lent combination of education 
and experience. Ability to 
read and interpret documents 
such as safety rules, operat- 
ing and maintenance instruc- 
tions and procedure manuals. 

Leadership Apprentice 

Must be a Saginaw Chip- 
pewa Tribal Member. Must 
have satisfactorily com- 
pleted 12 credit hours. Must 
provide documentation of 
acceptance at an accred- 
ited college/university in 
Michigan. Must currently 
have a cumulative 2.5 GPA. 

Sasiwaans Early 

Childhood Manager 

Open to the public. Bach- 
elor’s degree in education 
field required. Candidate 


must possess a valid State 
of Michigan Early Child- 
hood Certification and/or 
ZS Endorsement. Prefer two 
years of experience and/ 
or combination of related 
experience and training in 
early childhood education. 

Interim Senior Assisted 
Living Administrator 

Open to the public. Must 
possess a master's degree in 
health or human services or 
similar degree. Must have a 
minimum of five years ad- 
ministrative experience and 
a history in personnel man- 
agement. Experience work- 
ing with tribal communities 
and outside systems is re- 
quired. Knowledge of ag- 
ing services, assisted living 
services, Medicare and long 
term care services required. 

Interim Bookkeeper 

Open to the public. Two-year 
degree in accounting plus 
one year of experience in ac- 
counts payable or three years 
qualifying experience in ac- 
counts payable. Analytical 
problem solving and organi- 
zation skills. Ability to han- 
dle confidential data. Abil- 
ity to use 10-key calculator 
and other office equipment. 

Dentist 

Open to the public. Mini- 
mum requirements include 
DDS/DMD degree from 
an accredited school and a 
Michigan Dental License. 
Must complete a fingerprint/ 
background check. Duties 
include the provision of den- 
tal services associated with 
a general dentistry clinic to 
patients served at the facil- 
ity assigned, or to any other 
facility or program where the 
Tribe provides services in 
accordance with privileges 
granted. The staff dentist will 
be responsible for daily ac- 
tivities under the supervision 
of the chief dental officer. 

Case Manager 

Open to the public. Mas- 
ter’s degree in social work 
from a school accredited by 
the Council of Social Work 
Education is required. Must 
have current clinical license 
to practice social work in 
the State of Michigan. Mini- 
mum of two years of experi- 
ence in related field. Work- 
ing knowledge of substance 
abuse treatment protocols, 
the judicial/legal system re- 
quired. Experience related 
to the appropriate recipient 
population required. Knowl- 
edge of Native American tra- 
ditions and culture preferred. 

Primary Language 

Immersion Specialist 

Open to the public. Must 
possess specialized unique 
skills which include a high 
level of demonstrated fluen- 
cy, knowledge of age appro- 
priate teaching techniques 
and a clear understanding of 
immersion philosophy and 
language acquisition, five 
years experience teaching 
Anishinabemowin. A Bach- 
elor’s degree in education 
and/or possession of a teach- 
ing certificate preferred. 
Must complete a criminal 
records check in accordance 
with the State of Michigan. 


Hiring in accordance with 
Indian Preference Laws. 

Anishinabe Language 
Revitalization Director 

Open to the public. Mini- 
mum five years specific 
demonstrated experience de- 
veloping and working with 
Anishinabemowin programs/ 
projects. Knowledge and 
certification in native lan- 
guage instruction or bach- 
elor’s degree or equivalent 
combination of education 
and Anishnabemowin-related 
experience. Applicant must 
demonstrate fluency and a 
strong working knowledge 
about Anishinabemowin. 
Person must possess experi- 
ence developing new pro- 
grams through research to 
successful implementation. 

Social Services 
Support Tech 

Open to the public. Must have 
an associates degree or two 
years of college. Experience 
in human services is helpful, 
but not required. Must have 
knowledge of or experience 
with Native American com- 
munities. Must have reli- 
able transportation. Must 
successfully pass a criminal 
history background check. 
Hiring in accordance with 
Indian Preference Law. 

Teacher 

Open to the public. Bach- 
elor’s degree in education. 
Must possess a valid Michi- 
gan Elementary Teaching 
Certificate. RTI experience 
required in reading and math. 
Knowledge and/or experi- 
ence working with Native 
American students or diverse 
populations preferred. Must 
be willing to attend training. 

Clerical Pool 

Tribal Member posting. Must 
be at least 18 years of age 
and possess a high school 
diploma or equivalent. 

Victims of Crime 
Advocate 

Open to the public. Bachelor's 
degree or greater in counsel- 
ing, social work, sociology, 
psychology, law enforcement, 
criminal justice, or law. Coun- 
seling experience within Native 
American communities, includ- 
ing victims of crime counseling 
programs, social work, sub- 
stance abuse, law enforcement, 
or family counseling desir- 
able for successful applicant. 


SECR 


Central Plant Operator FT 

Open to the public. Must be 
1 8 years of age or older. High 
school diploma or equivalent 
is required. At least three 
years experience in a central 
plant or mechanical equip- 
ment environment utilizing 
equipment as described in 
essential job duties. Must 
be able to operate computer- 
ized equipment and devices. 
Must have a valid state of 
Michigan driver’s license. 

Sous Chef 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age with 
a high school diploma or 


equivalent. Culinary degree 
from an American Culinary 
Federation accredited school 
or must have five years direct 
experience in food produc- 
tion. Must have excellent su- 
pervisory, organizational, and 
food production skills. Must 
have ability to comprehend 
house training and pass by 65 
percent standardized written 
culinary competency test and 
by 70 percent product I.D. 
and cooking practical test. 

Carpet/Upholstery 
Cleaner FT 

Open to the public. Some 
carpet and upholstery clean- 
ing experience required. 
Knowledge of truck mount 
system a plus. Must pass 
training test on truck mount 
operation within 90-day pro- 
bation period. Knowledge in 
various chemicals pertaining 
to daily maintenance of fur- 
niture upholstery and carpet. 
Must have a valid Michigan 
drivers license, high school 
diploma or equivalent, be 
able to obtain a Service Li- 
cense and Tribal drivers li- 
cense and qualify for cover- 
age by our insurance carrier. 

Transit Driver PT 

Open to the public. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or GED. Must be at least 21 
years of age. Must have a val- 
id Michigan driver’s license 
and must be able to obtain 
and maintain a Tribal drivers 
license and qualify for cover- 
age by our insurance carrier. 

Steward PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
18 years of age. Must have a 
high school diploma or GED. 

Host/Hostess PT 

Open to the public. Must 
be 18 years of age, have 
a high school diploma or 
equivalent. Must have 
good guest service skills 
and work well with others. 

Lead Cook 

Open to the public. Must be 
18 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Two years of restaurant cook- 
ing experience with increas- 
ing levels of responsibility, 
proven leadership, commu- 
nication and teamwork skills. 

Server Assistant PT 

Open to the public. Must 
be at least 1 8 years of 
age with a high school 
diploma or equivalent. 

Waitstaff PT 

Open to the public. Must 
be 18 years of age. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Must have 
accurate math skills. Na- 
tive American preferred. 


Line Server PT 

Open to the public. Must be at 
least 1 8 years of age. Must have 
a high school diploma or GED. 

Inventory Control 
Warehouser PT 

Open to the public. High school 
diploma or equivalent. Must 
be able to obtain and maintain 
a Tribal driver’s and Indus- 
trial Truck Operator Permit. 
One to three years experience 
in receiving or warehousing. 

Cosmetologist PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 1 8 years or older upon 
employment. High school di- 
ploma or equivalent required. 
Must possess and maintain a 
Michigan state license in Cos- 
metology, with 1600 training 
hours, followed by completion 
of State License with two year 
renewal required. One year 
experience preferred. Must 
be able to work days, nights, 
weekends, and holidays. 

Gaming Commission 
Member 

Open to the public. Must be 
enrolled as a member of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian 
Tribe of Michigan and at least 
1 8 years old. Must be eligible 
to be licensed in accordance 
with the highest standards 
for gaming employees under 
tribal and federal law and sub- 
mit a complete background 
investigation and periodic 
background review. Must 
be drug free at all times and 
submit to initial drug screen- 
ing and random drug testing. 
Must have own transportation 
and a valid driver’s license. 

Accountant 

Open to the public. Bachelor's 
degree in accounting or bach- 
elor's degree in business with 
an accounting minor. Must 
have computer experience 
with spreadsheets and word 
processing. Working knowl- 
edge of GAAP principals. 
This position is an entry-level 
accounting position within 
the Resort's Accounting De- 
partment. During a period of 
two years, (less if job perfor- 
mance and evaluations dic- 
tate), this position will learn 
the department processes, 
IT systems and develop re- 
lationships with the direc- 
tors, managers and supervi- 
sors to whom they service. 

Security Officer PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age and 
have a high school diploma or 
equivalent. Ability to handle 
irate, disorderly or intoxicated 
guests in a professional man- 
ner. May be required to per- 
form their duties during haz- 
ardous conditions that could 
include severe weather and fire. 


SELC 


Transit Driver FT 

Open to the public. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or GED. Must be at least 21 
years old. Must have a valid 
CDL with passenger endorse- 
ments or a Chauffer’s License. 

Transit Driver PT 

Open to the public. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or GED. Must be at least 21 
years old. Must have a valid 
CDL with passenger endorse- 
ments or a Chauffer’s License. 

Saganing Casino 
Shift Manager 

Open to the public. High 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Bachelor's degree preferred. 
Five or more years of progres- 
sively responsible experience 
in gaming operations. Three 
or more years of management 
experience required, prefer- 
ably in managing a department. 

Finance Cashier PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age and 
have a high school diploma or 
equivalent with six months of 
heavy cash handling or hos- 
pitality experience in a fast 
paced, high pressure environ- 
ment. Basic math skills with 
the ability to pass a written 
math test with 80 percent ac- 
curacy and ability to handle 
large amounts of currency. 

Maintenance Worker PT 

Open to the public. Must be 
at least 18 years of age with 
a high school diploma or 
equivalent. Basic knowledge 
of electricity, plumbing and 
carpentry. Must have a valid 
Michigan drivers license. 


115 For Sale 


Home for Sale 



Home for Sale!! 6460 Tomah 
Road, Mt Pleasant 3 bedroom, 
1 bath with large deck, sits on 1 
acre with large pole bam! ! Great 
location within working dis- 
tance for Soaring Eagle! Locat- 
ed just outside of City Limits!! 
Kathy Edwards 989-854-1866 


1 30 Services 


Fox Home Builders 

All types of home improve- 
ments. Kitchen and bath re- 
modeling, additions. Experi- 
enced and local. 989-773-4665. 


Summons and Complaint Notices 


NOTICE OF SUMMONS TO APPEAR IN THE MATTER OF MARIA CORONADO WILKINS : 

The Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 6954 E. Broadway Rd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989) 775- 
4800 Case no. 15-0-0568 Plaintiff: Maria Campos 746 Hardwick St. SE Kentwood, MI 49548 
vs. Defendant: Maria Coronado Wilkins 10440 E. Pickard Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 Notice to defen- 
dant: 1. You are being sued in the Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court. 2. YOU HAVE 21 DAYS after 
receiving this summons to file an answer with the court and to serve a copy on the other party or 
take other lawful action. Please note that if you were served by certified mail or served outside of 
the reservation land you have 28 days to answer attached complaint. 3. Failure to file an answer or 
take other action within the time allowed may result in a default Judgment being entered against 
you for the relief requested in Plaintiff’s complaint. This summons expires May 10, 2016. 
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Native students and staff welcome local schools to annual Education K-12 Powwow 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


The two-day K-12 Education Powwow had local schools 
flocking into the Eagles Nest Tribal Gym. 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal Elder Brian Corbiere offers some storytelling to 
high school students in the teaching lodge. 


J OSEPH V. SOWMICK 

Photojournalist 

More than 1,200 area students 
joined with local Native youth 
and the Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal Education Department 
on Nov. 5 and 6 in celebra- 
tion of their annual K-12 
Education Powwow. 

Invited drums for the event 
included Mino Ode Singers, 
Wild Bear (comprised of the 
Genia brothers and friends 
from Peshawbetown) and the 
Potawatomi drum Southern 
Straight from Athens. 

Keeping the powwow mov- 
ing, Lac Courte Oreilles Tribal 
Member and emcee RJ Smith 
has danced and announced at 
previous events. 

Smith said he noticed posi- 
tive interactions between the 
students and their friends who 
were dancing. 

“When we had that oppor- 
tunity for everyone to come 
out and dance an intertribal, a 
lot of their friends would flock 
to them and for that moment 
they felt like rock stars and 
were proud of what they were 
presenting on behalf of our 
people,” Smith said. “It was 
wonderful for their classmates 
to see them embrace who they 
are. We have always been sur- 
vivors and the students can see 
that we are investing in our 
Tribal youth and are willing to 
share these teaching to all.” 

Youth Leadership Manager 
Deb Smith said the K-12 staff 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal youth Binayshee 
Hendrickson (left) and 
Jasmine Isham enjoyed 
dancing for their schools 



Observer photo by Joseph Sowmick 


Tribal Fancy Shawl 
Dancer Treazure Jones 
(left) takes a break with 
sisters Julianna and 
Adrianna Garcia. 

has been doing the Education 
Powwow for more than 15 years. 

“The two-day powwow has 
about 2,000 students from local 
schools,” Deb Smith said. “The 
students have the opportunity 
to attend one of the workshops 
and attend the powwow. This 
year, workshops were crafts, 
storytelling, regalia, and con- 
temporary Tribal history and 
lodge teachings.” 

The event featured several 
opportunities for local students 
to leam from cultural workshops. 

Tribal Marten Clan Elder 
Brian Corbiere taught students 
about the teaching lodge, 
including the structure and 
protocol. Students were able 
to embrace some experiential 
learning through being inside 
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Dancers Dawnseh Wilson, 
Minokami Massey and 
Lahrae Wilson show the 
beauty of fancy shawls. 


of a teaching lodge built by 
K-12 staff. 

Ziibiwing Assistant Director 
Judy Pamp and Ontario Tribal 
Elder Howard Kimewon taught 
the importance of storytelling, 
and mentioned this is the time 
of year for Anishinabe stories. 

Seventh Generation Cultural 
Representatives LeeAnn 

Ruffino and Dawn Morrow 
were joined by K-12 staffer 
Debbie Peterson as they shared 
teachings about the four direc- 
tions, four sacred medicines 
and some language including 
colors, body parts and animals. 

After the teachings, the 
students were able to enjoy a 
hands-on craft exercise where 
they got to make a four direc- 
tion key chain. 

Winnay Wemigwase, youth 
empowerment aide, and K-12 
staffer Kasey McCullough, along 
with Ziibiwing Youth Worker 
Zachary Jackson, displayed 
regalia from each different dance 
category and explained the dif- 
ferent dance styles. 

Jackson wore his men’s tra- 
ditional powwow outfit. 

SCIT Public Relations 
Manager Marcella Hadden 
and Administrative Assistant 
Eric Rodriguez provided a 
workshop creatively titled 
“Everything you wanted to 
know about the Tribe but were 
afraid to ask.” 

Students were able to ask 
any questions they may have 
about the Tribe or things they 
have always wondered about. 
Hadden and Rodriguez also 
gave a brief history of the Tribe. 

Erin Guillen, Renaissance 
Academy fifth grade teacher, 
said the Education Powwow had 
a powerful effect on her students. 

“They were able to expe- 
rience an event that will 
undoubtedly stay in their 
minds for years,” Guillen said. 
“This trip helps to educate our 
students on the history and 
traditions of a rich culture 
deeply embedded in the Mount 
Pleasant area. The group of stu- 
dents who attended the regalia 
presentation was asked to pre- 
pare a presentation during our 
writing class when we arrived 
back to school that day. They 
then informed the rest of the 
fifth grade what they learned 
in the regalia presentation.” 

Native youth student 
dancers included Mnookmi 


Massey, Margie Merrill, Jenna 
Rios, Mattea Merrill, Adrianna 
Garcia, Azheen Wemigwans, 
Julianna Garcia, Kylie 
Wemigwans, Meisha Raphael, 
Tahlia Alonzo, Jasmine 
Isham, Dajia Shinos, Makayla 
Stevens, Liberty Moreland, 
Binayshee Hendrickson, Abby 
Nahdee, Jasmine Jackson, 
Madison Kennedy-Kequom, 
Tristan Jackson, Aiyana 
Sheahan, Zach Jackson, 
Mahayla Freeman, Quincy 
Jackson, Quinn Pelcher, Mona 
Pelcher, Grayson Montoya, 
Livia Pelcher, O’Felia Zapata, 


Dawnseh Wilson, Ony 
Zapata, Lahrae Wilson, Simon 
Jackson, Treazure Jones, 
Adrian Day, Christopher Ruiz- 
Spencer, Alexis Trepanier and 
Alberta Trepanier. 

Participating schools join- 
ing SCA and Sasiwaans at the 
“jiingtamok” were Fancher, 
Mary McGuire, Pullen, Winn 
Elementary, Kinney, Vowels, 
Renaissance, Ganiard, Beal City, 
Odyssey and West Intermediate. 

The Tribe also had the full 
complement of Shepherd ele- 
mentary, middle and high school 
students at this year’s celebration. 
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Tribal youth Carli Sprague, Alisha Raphael, 

Waabe Pelcher, Kenzie Moreland and Aubrey 
Trepanier are cooking up somethin’ with Charisse Yarch. 
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Tribal Elder Howard Kimewon talks to students 
about Anishinabemowin (Native language). 
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Men’s traditional dancer Eric 
Sowmick shares smiles with Tribal 
youth dancer Kylie Wemigwans. 
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Invited drum Southern Straight keeps the 
heartbeat of the powwow in rhythm. 










